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83.  Instructions  to  Gov.  I.  I.  Stevens,  superin- 

tendent ex-officio 

84.  Letter  from  Gk>v.  1. 1.  Stevens 

85.  Letter  from  Gov.  1. 1.  Stevens 

86.  Letter  from  Gov.  1. 1.  Stevens 

87.  Instructions  of  Gov.  I.  I.  Stevens  to  Lieut. 

Mullen 

88.  Instructions  of  Gov.  1. 1.  Stevens  to  A.  Cul- 

bertson 

89.  Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 

rioz  to  Superintendent  Beale 

90.  Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 

rior to  Superintendent  Beale 

91.  Beport  of  Superintendent  Beale 

92.  Report  of  Superintendent  Beale 

93.  Report  of  H.  B.  Edwards 

94.  Letter  from  Superintendent  Beale  to  Com- 

missioner of  Indian  Affairs 

95.  Letter  from  Superintendent  Beale  to  Hon. 

Messrs.  Gwin  and  Latham 

96.  Statement  of  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Gwin    

97.  Letter  to  Superintendent  Beale,  from  Hon. 

John  B.  Weller 

98.  Letter  from  Hon.  J.  A.  McDougal  to  Super- 

intendent Beale 

99.  Letter  from  Lieutenants  Stoneman,  William- 

son, and  Parke,  to  Superintendent  Beale. .. 

100.  Estimate  of  expense  for  removing  Indians 

101.  Letter  from  Commissioner  of  Indian  AflSeiirs 

to  Superintendent  Beale 

Report  of  L.  P.  Waldo,  Commissioner  of 

Pensions 

MeiMge  f)rom  the  President,  transmitting  letters,  dkc,  relative  to  the 

fisheries 

transmitting  correspondence  in  refer- 
ence to  the  imprisonment  of  Captain 
Thaddeus  Beecher  and  crew,  of  the 

schooner  North  Carolina 

transmitting  works  illustrative  of  the 

London  Exhibition 

transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Di- 
rector of  the  mint 

transmitting  correspondence  hetween 
the  State  Department  and  the  Ameri- 
eaq  charge  at  Austria.... 


Part. 


Vol. 


6 
5 

8 

8 


Doc. 


2 


29 
32 
40 

41 


F«»«e. 


419 
422 
423 
424 
424 

425 

429 
434 

441 
443 
447 

451 

453 
457 
458 
460 

462 

463 

464 

466 

467 
469 
472 

474 

475 

476 

476 

477 

478 
480 

48a, 

485, 


14 


INDEX. 


TiUc. 


Part. 


MesBage  from  the  Preeident,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  subject  of  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations 

transmitting  Lieut.  Gibbon's  report  of 
the  explorations  of  the  Amazon  riyer. 

transmiuing  report  upon  the  exporta- 
tion of guano 

transmitting  copies  of  contracts  for  the 
improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers  in 
Lake  Michigan 

transmitting  annual  report  of  the  Board 
of  Inspectors  of  the  penitentiary  of 
the  District  of  Columbia 

transmitting  a  plan  for  the  modification 
and  enlargement  of  the  jadicial  system. 

with  a  report  in  reference  to  the  seizure 
of  the  "  Black  Warrior" 

with  a  statement  showing  the  area  of 
each  State  and  Territory 

transmitting  a  report  in  regard  to  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles  to 
lands  west  of  the  Missouri  and  Iowa . . . 

transmitting  a  report  relative  to  Spanish 
violations  of  the  rights  of  American 
citizens 

transmitting  list  of  documents  accompa- 
nying the  same 

transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the 
steamer  "  Crescent  City,"  at  Havana. . 

transmitting  correspondence  growing 
out  of  seizure  and  rescue  of  Martin 

KosztA 

transmitting  list  of  documents  accompa- 
nying the  same 

transmitting  report  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, suggesting  modifications  in  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  legal  busi- 
ness of  the  government 

transmitting  copy  of  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  the  health  and  comfort 
of  immigrants  by  sea  to  the  United 
Stat«s 

transmitting  correspondence  relative  to 
Kev.  J.  C.  Richmond  and  the  United 
States  couBul  at  Trieste 

transmitting  list  of  documents  accompa- 
nying the  same 

transmitting  correspondence  relative  to 
the  rights  accorded  to  neutrals,  and 
the  rights  claimed  by  belligerents,  in 
the  war  pending  between  certain  Eu- 
ropean powers 

transmitting  correspondence  in  relation 
to  the  imposition  of  "  sound  dues" 
upon  our  commerce  to  the  Baltic 

transmitting  copy  of  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico 

transmitting  copies  of  correspondence 
transmitted  by  the  American  Minister 
at  Constantinople  to  the  Department 
cf  State 
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Mecsage  from  the  President,  transinitting  papers  relative  to  instruc- 
tions referred  to  by  President  Mon- 
roe, on  the  subject  of  the  issue  of  com- 
missions to  private-armed  vessels — 
transmitting  two  communications  from 
the  British  Minister,  relative  to  the 
health  of  immigrants  on  shipboard 
from  foreign  countries  to  the  United 

States 

transmitting  report  of  astronomical  ex- 
peditions, in  several  parts 

transmitthig   correspondence   between 
the  State  Department  and  the  late 

Commissioner  to  China 

transmitting  reports  relative  to  the  de- 
struction of  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua... 
transmitting  copy  of  a  treaty  with  Great 

Britain 

Meteorological  observations,  letter  from  Prof  Espy  relative  to 

Mexican  Iwundary  survey,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
asking  an  appropriatbn  to  meet  the  debts  of  the  commission  of  the. 
Mexican  State  of  Chihuahua,  boundary  line  between  New  Mexico  and 


the 


Mexico,  message  from  the  President  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  treaty 

between  the  United  States  and 

Michigan  lake,  contracts  for  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers  in.  . 
Midshipmen,  late  cruise  of  the  practice  ship,  report  of  commandant. . 
Military  establishment,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Military  roads  in  Oregon,  instructions  relative  to 

Militia,  letter  from  Secretary  of  War,  with  abstract  returns  of  the 

Milwaukie  harbor,  instructions  by  J.  J.  Abert  relative  to 

letter  from  James  Kearney 

letter  from  J.  J.  Abert  relative  to 

letter  from  J.  J.  Abert  relative  to 

Ministers,  charge  d'affaires,  &  c,  at  foreign  courts 

Minnesota  capitol  and  penitentiary,  letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury 

relative  to  finishing 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  report  of  the  Director  relative  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  dies  of  medals  ordered  by  Congress 

List  of  the  same 

Mississippi  river,  papers  relative  to  a  boarding-station  at  the  South- 
west Pass  of  the 

Des  Moines  and  Rock  River  rapids,  in  the 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 

report  on  deepening  the  passes  of  the 

instructions  relative  to  the  survey  of  the  Upper 

Mobile  harbor,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 


N. 

National  armories,  applications  for  office  of  Superintendent  of. , 

statement  of  expenditures 

Naatical  Almanac,  report  relative  to  progress  of 

estimates  of  Superintendent 

Naval  Academy,  a  vessel  propelled  in  part  by  steam  recommended  as 

apractice  ship 

annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 

estimates  for 

Naval  Observatory,  estimates  for 

Navigation  and  commerce. 

Navy  and  army 
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Page. 


Navy  Department,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  lUti 

of  clerks,  &c.,  in  the 

statement  of  balances  of  appropriations,  1852  and 

1853 

letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  statement  of  the 

expenditure  of  the  contingent  fond  of  the 

N&v}%  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  information  relative  to  the  steam 

navy  of  the  United  States 

letter  from  the  Secretary,  relatiye  to  the  adaptation  of  ocean 

mail  steamers  to  warpurposes 

letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of 

pay  of  officers  of  the  marine  corps  and  the 

report  of  James  C.  Dobbin,  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  list  of  papers  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  December  5,  lfc53 

A.  List  of  deaths,  resignations,  and  dismiesions  in  the  navy, 

since  the  last  report 

B.  Report  of  Commander  W.  F.  Lynch,  in  relation  to  his 

mission  to  the  coast  of  Africa 

C.  ProfesBor  Espy's  letter,  in  relation  to  meteorological 

observations 

D.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Davis,  superintend- 

ent of  American  Nautical  Almanac,  in  relation  to 
its  progress 

E.  Professor  Alexander's  report  as  to  investigations  and 

experiments  upon  the  character  of  alimentary  sub- 
stances  

F.  Recommendation  of  board  of  examiners   of   Naval 

Academy,  that  a  vessel  propelled  in  part  by  steam  be 

use^d  as  the  practice-ship 

6.  Report  of  annual  board  of  examiners,  in  relation  to 
organization,  condition,  &c.,  of  the  Naval  Academy. . 
H.  Report  by  the  commandant  of  midshipmen  of  the  late 

cruise  of  the  practice-ship 

I.  Letter  from  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 
recommending  that  the  sale  of  navy-yard  lands  at 
Brooklyn,  authorized  by  act  of  March  3,  1853,  be 

postponed 

K.  Report  of  Commander  Blake,  as  to  arrangements  for 
establishing  a  depot  of  coal  for  naval  purposes  at  Key 

West 

No.  1.  Detailed  estimates  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  Nautical  Almanac 

No.  2.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  includ- 
ing Hydrographical  Office  and  Naval  Observa- 
tory, and  Naval  Academy 

No.    3.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  chief  of  the 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks 

No.  4.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Construction,  Equipment,  and  Re- 
pair   

No.    5.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  chief  of  the 

Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing 

No.   6.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  chief  of  the 

Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery 

No.  7.  Report  of  the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps, 
and  detailed  estimates  from  the  paymaster  and 

quartermaster  of  the  corps 

No.  8.  General  estimate  of  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  the  several  bureaus  of  the  depart- 
ment....  
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Navy,  list  of  papen — Continned. 

No.    9.  General  estimate  for  southwest  execatiTe  building 
No.  JO.  Summary  statement  of  the  estimates  for  the  navy 

No.  11.  General  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  navy 

No.  12.  General  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  marine 

corps 

No.  13.  General  estimate  for  special  objeots  under  the 

Navy  Department 

No.  14.  Abstract  of  expenditurea  under  the  head  of  con- 
tingent expenses,  as  settled  and  allowed  at  the 
office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
from  July  1, 1852,  to  June  30, 1853,  inclusive. .. 
No.  15.  Statement  of  the  appropriations  for  the  Navy  De- 
partment, viz:  balances  of  appropriations  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1852;  appropriations  for  the 
fiscal  year  1852—3;  repayments  and  transfers 
in  same  time;  the  amounts  applicable  to  the 
service  of  the  year  1852-3 ;  the  amounts  drawn 
by  requisitions  from  the  treasury  in  the  same 
period ;  and  the  balances  oo  the  30th  of  June, 
1853,  with  such  sums  specially  designated  as 

have  been  carried  to  the  surplus  fund 

Navy  Register  for  the  year  1854 

Neutrals  and  belligerents,  rights  accorded  to  and  claimed  by,  in  the 

war  now  pending  between  certain  European  Powers 

New  Bedford  harbor  and  Taunton  river,  survey  of. 

New  Mexico,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asking  for  an 

additional  appropriation  for  Indian  service 

New  York,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  an 

appropriation  for  an  assay  office  at 

"North  Carolina,"  schooner,  imprisonment  of  the  captain  and  crew 

of. 

North  river  and  Scituate  harbor,  report  of  survey  of. 


O. 

Observatory,  estimates  for  the  naval 

Ocean  mail  service,  estimates  for 

Ocean  mail  steamship  service,  estimates  for , 

Ocean  mail  steamers,  adaptation  of  to  war  purposes , 

Ohio  river,  near  Marietta,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

examination  of 

report  of  C.  A.  Fuller 

Ordnance,  report  of  H.  K.  Craig 

Ordnance  and  hydrography,  estimates  for 

Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  with  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  ot  Indian  Affairs 

Oregon,  Cayuse  war,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rela- 
tive to  a  further  appropriation  to  pay  expense  of 

Indian  hostilities  in • 

military  roads,  instructions  relative  to 


P. 

Pactfie*railroad  rente,  surveys  of 

report  of  Col.  S.  H.  Long 

surveys  of. 

letter  from  Secretary  of  War,  with  surveys  of- 
Padfic  ndlroad,  central  route,  a  report  relative  to  Captain  Gunnison's 

survey 

surveys ^ 

Pasteogen  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries,  by 
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Patents,  report  of  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of,  (Manufactures).. 

table  of  contents  to  Part  1 

Commissioner  of,  (Agriculture).. .. 

index  to  Part2 

Paymaster  GtonenU,  report  of  B.  F.  Lamed 

detailed  estimates  for  the  marine  corps 

Penitentiary  and  capicol  of  Minnesota,  letter  from  Secretary  of  War 

relative  to  finishing 

Penitentiary,  District  of  Columbia,  annual  report  of  the  board  of 

inspectors  of  the 

Pensions,  report  of  L.  P.  Waldo,  Commissioner  of • 

PenBion  Office,  frauds  upon  the 

Pension  Bureau,  frauds  upon  the 

Pensioners,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  a  list  of 

rejected  applicants 

Peru,  our  relations  with 

Pierce,  Franklin,  President  of  the  United  States,  annual  message 

Point  Isabel,  Texas,  estimates  for  a  breakwater  at 

Porto  Rico  and  Cuba 

Postmaster  General,  letter  relative  to  post-office  blanks 

annual  report 

estimates  for  ocean  steamship  mail  service 

letter,  with  a  report  respecting  mail  service  on 

No.  5502,  from  Montgomery  to  Mobile 

letter,  with  estimates  for  the  mail  service  for  the 

year  commencing  July  1, 1854 

letter,  with  an  estimate  for  the  ocean  mail  service, 
letter,  with  receipts  and  disbursements  of  Post 

Office  Department 

letter,  with  offers  for  carrying  the  mails 

a  report  of  fines  and  deductions 

Post  office  blanks,  lettt^r  from  Postmaster  General  relative  to 

Post  Office  Department 

receipts  and  disbursements 

Practice-ship,  propelled  in  part  by  steam,  recommended  by  board  of 

examiners  at  Naval  Academy 

report  of  the  commandant  of  midshipmen,  late  cruise 

of  the 

Private  armed  vessels,  message  of  the  President,  transmitting  papers 
relative  to  instructions  referred  to  by  President  Monroe,  on  the 

subject  of  the  issue  of  commissions  to 

Provisions  and  clothing,  estimate  for 

Public  buildings  and  grounds,  letter  from  the  Commissioner,  transmit- 
ting estimates  of  deficiencies 

Public  lands,  surveyed  and  brought  into  market 

letter  from  Secretary  of  Interior,  With  a  statement 
showing  the  number  of  acres  that  have  been  donated. 


Q. 

Quartermaster  General,  report  of  General  Thomas  S.  Jesnp . 
Quartermaster  of  the  marine  corps,  detailed  estimates  by  the 


Railroad  routes  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  surveys  of. 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

relative  to  surveys  of 

Railroad  to  the  Pacific,  surveys  of  routes 

report  of  Colonel  S.  H.  Long 

Receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Post  Office  Department 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  government  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1853 
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Bed  river,  lett6r  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  reports  Telatdve  to 

the  navigation  of • 

Repair,  Constniction,  and  Equipment,  estimates  for 

Beiignadons,  deaths,  and  dismissions  in  the  navy 

Beveooe,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the 

manner  of  keeping  fche 

Bevenue  cutters,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recom- 
mending appropriation  fur 

BScfamond,  Bev.  Jas.  Cook,  and  the  United  States  consul  for  Trieste, 
message  from  the  President,  with  copies  of  correspondence  rela- 
tive to 

List  of  documents  with  the  same 

Biver  Illinois,  report  relative  to 

Biver  Kississippi,  instructions  relative  to  the  survey  of  the  Upper. .. 

BiverOhio,  report  of  C.  A.  Fuller  relative  to 

Biver  San  Diego,  report  of  G.  If.  Derby 

report  ot  G.  H.  Derby 

report  of  G.  H.  Derby 

Biver  and  harbor  improvements,  orders  relative  to 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
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MESSAGE 


FROM  THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


TO  THS 


TWO  HOUSES  OF  CONGRESS, 


AT  TBI 


COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  FIRST  SESSION 


OF 


THE  THIRTY-THIRD  CONGRESS. 


Dkobmbbh  6, 18&3. — ^Read,  oommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  itate  of  the 
Union,  and,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  that 
20,000  extra  copies,  with  the  accompanying  docomenta,  be  printed. 


PART  I. 


WASHINGTON : 

BOBEBT  ABMSTBONG,  PBINTEB. 

1853. 


MESSAGE. 


F^to-cilizefu  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  interest}  with  which  the  people  of  the  Republic  anticipate  the 
assembling  of  Congress,  and  the  fulfilment,  on  that  occasion,  of  the 
duty  imposed  upon  a  new  President,  is  one  of  the  best  evidences  of 
their  capacity  to  realize  the  hopes  of  the  founders  of  a  political  sys- 
tem, at  once  complex  and  symmetrical.  While  the  different  brancnes 
of  the  government  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  independent  of  each  other,  the 
duties  of  all,  alike,  have  direct  reference  to  the  source  of  power.  Fortu- 
nately, under  this  system,  no  man  is  so  high,  and  none  so  humble,  in 
the  scale  of  public  station,  as  to  escape  from  the  scrutiny,  or  to  be 
exempt  firom  the  responsibility,  which  all  official  functions  imply. 

Upon  the  justice  and  intelligence  of  the  masses,  in  a  government  thus 
organized,  is  the  sole  reliance  of  the  confederacy,  and  tne  only  security 
for  honest  and  earnest  devotion  to  its  interests,  against  the  usurpations 
and  encroachments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  assaults  of  per- 
sonal ambition  on  the  other. 

The  interest,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  is  inseparable  firom  an  inquiring, 
-self-governing  community,  but  stimulated,  aoubtless,  at  the  present 
time,  by  the  unsettled  condition  of  our  relations  with  several  foreign 
powers;  by  the  new  obligations  resulting  from  a  sudden  extension  of 
the  field  of  enterprise;  by  the  spirit  with  which  that  field  has  been  en- 
tered, and  the  amazing  energy  with  which  its  resources  for  meeting 
the  demands  of  humanity  have  been  developed. 

Although  disease,  assuming  at  onetime  the  characteristics  of  a  wide- 
spread and  devastating  pestilence,  has  left  its  sad  traces  upon  some 
portions  of  our  country,  we  have  still  the  most  abundafit  cause  for 
reverent  thankfulness  to  God  for  an  accumulation  of  signal  mercies 
showered  upon  us  as  a  nation.  It  is  well  that  a  consciousness  of 
rapid  advancement  and  increasing  strength  be  habitually  associated 
with  an  abiding  sense  of  dependence  upon  Him  who  holds  in  his  hands 
the  destiny  of  men  and  of  nations. 

Recognising  the  wisdom  of  the  broad  principle  of  absolute  religious 
toleration  proclaimed  in  our  fundamental  law,  and  rejoicing  in  the  be- 
nign influence  which  it  has  exerted  upon  our  social  and  political 
condition,  I  should  shrink  from  a  clear  duty,  did  I  fail  to  express 
my  deepest  conviction,  that  we  can  place  no  secure  reliance  upoii 
any  apparent  progress,  if  it  be  not  sustained  by  national  integrity, 
resting  upon  the  great  truths  affirmed  and  illustrated  by  divine  reve- 
lation. In  the  midst  of  our  sorrow  for  the  afflicted  and  suffering, 
it  has  been  consoling  to  see  how  promptly  disaster  made  true  neigh- 
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bors  of  districts  and  cities  separated  widely  from  each  other,  and 
cheering  to  watch  the  strength  of  that  common  bond  of  brother- 
hood, which  unites  all  hearts,  in  all  parts  of  this  Union,  when  danger 
threatens  from  abroad,  or  calamity  impends  over  us  at  home. 

Our  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign  powers  have  undergone  no  essen- 
tial change  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress.  With  some  of 
them,  questions  of  a  disturbing  character  are  still  pending,  but  there  are 
good  reasons  to  believe  that  tnese  may  all  be  amicably  adjusted. 

For  some  years  past,  Great  Britain  has  so  construed  the  first  article 
of  the  convention  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  in  regard  to  the  fisheries 
on  the  northeastern  coast,  as  to  exclude  our  citizens  from  some  of  the 
fishing  grounds,  to  which  they  freely  resorted  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
fcentury  subsequent  to  the  date  of  that  treaty.  The  United  States  have 
toever  acquiesced  in  this  construction,  but  have  always  claimed  for 
their  fishermen  all  the  rights  which  they  had  so  long  enjoyed  without 
molestation.  With  a  view  to  remove  all  difficulties  on  the  subject,  to 
fextend  the  rights  of  our  fishermen  beyond  the  limits  fixed  by  the  con- 
vention of  1818,  and  to  regulate  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
the  British  North  American  provinces,  a  negotiation  has  been  opened, 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  a  favorable  result.  To  protect  our  fishermen  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  and  prevent  collision  between  them  and 
British  fishermen,  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  station  a  naval  force  ia 
that  quarter  during  the  fishing  season. 

Embarrassing  questions  have  also  arisen  between  the  two  govern- 
ments in  regard  to  Central  America.  Great  Britain  has  proposed  to 
settle  them  by  an  amicable  arrangement,  and  our  minister  at  London 
is  instructed  to  enter  into  negotiations  on  that  subject. 

A  commission  for  adjusting  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against  Great 
Britain,  and  those  of  British  subjects  against  the  United  States,  orgai>- 
ized  under  the  convention  of  the  8th  of  February  last,  is  now  sitting 
in  London  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

It  is  in  many  respects  desirable  that  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  provinces  in  the  northwest,  as  designated 
in  the  convention  of  the  15th  of  June,  1846,  and  especially  that  part, 
which  Separates  the  Territory  of  Washington  from  the  British  possessions 
on  the  north^  should  be  traced  and  marked.  I  therefore  present  the 
isubject  to  your  notice. 

With  France  our  relations  continue  on  the  most  friendly  footings 
The  extensive  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  that  country 
knight,  it  is  conceived,  be  released  from  some  unnecessary  restrictions, 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  parties.  With  a  view  to  this  object, 
some  progress  has  been  made  in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation. 

Independently  of  our  valuable  trade  with  Spain,  we  have  important 
political  relations  with  her,  growing  out  of  our  neighborhood  to  the 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  I  am  happy  to  announce,  that  since 
the  last  Congress  no  attempts  have  been  made,  by  unauthorized  expe- 
ditions within  the  United  States,  against  either  of  those  colonies.  Should 
any  movement  be  manifested  witnin  our  limits,  all  the  means  at  my 
command  will  be  vigorously  exerted  to  repress  it.  Several  annoy- 
ing occurrences  have  taken  place  at  Havana,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
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island  of  Cuba,  between  our  citizens  and  the  Spanish  authorities.  Cour 
sidering  the  proximity  of  that  island  to  our  shores, — ^lying,  as  it  does,  in 
the  track  of  trade  between  some  of  ouf  principal  cities, — ^and  the  suspi- 
cious vigilance  with  which  foreign  intercourse,  particularly  that  with  the 
United  States,  is  there  guarded,  a  repetition  of  such  occurrences  may 
well  be  apprehended.  As  no  diplomatic  intercourse  is  allowed  between 
our  consul  at  Havana  and  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  ready  explana- 
tions cannot  be  made,  or  prompt  redress  afforded,  where  injury  has 
resulted.  All  complaint  on  the  part  of  our  citizens,  under  the  present 
arrangement,  must  be,  in  the  first  place,  presented  to  this  governmenty 
and  then  referred  to  Spain.  Spain  again  refers  it  to  her  local  authorities 
in  Cuba  for  investigation,  and  postpones  an  answer  till  she  has  heard 
from  those  authorities.  To  avoid  these  irritating  and  vexatious  delays,  a 
proposition  has  been  made  to  provide  for  a  direct  appeal  for  redress  to 
the  Captain-General  by  our  consul,  in  behalf  of  our  injured  fellow- 
citizens.  Hitherto,  the  government  of  Spain  has  declined  to  enter  into 
any  such  arrangement.  This  course  on  her  part  is  deeply  regretted ; 
fer,  without  some  arrangement  of  this  kind,  the  good  understanding 
between  the  two  countries  may  l)e  exposed  to  occasional  interruption. 
Our  minister  at  Madrid  is  instructed  to  renew  the  proposition,  and  to 
press  it  again  upon  the  consideration  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

For  several  years  Spain  has  been  calling  the  attention  of  this  gov- 
ernment to  a  claim  for  losses,  by  some  of  her  subjects,  in  the  case  of 
the  schooner  Amistad.  This  claim  is  believed  to  rest  on  the  obligations 
imposed  by  our  existing  treaty  with  that  country.  Its  justice  was  ad- 
mitted, in  our  diplomatic  correspondence  with  the  Spanish  government, 
as  early  as  March,  1847 ;  and  one  of  my  predecessors,  in  his  annual 
message  of  that  year,  recommended  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
its  payment.  In  January  last  it  was  again  submitted  to  Congress  by 
the  Executive.  It  has  received  a  favorable  consideration  by  commit- 
tees of  both  branches,  but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  final  action  upon 
it.  I  conceive  that  good  faith  requires  its  prompt  adjustment,  and  I 
present  it  to  your  early  and  favorable  consideration. 

Martin  Koszta,  a  Hungarian  by  birth,  came  to  this  country  in  1860, 
and  declared  his  intention,  in  due  form  of  law,  to  become  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States.  After  remaining  here  nearly  two  years,  he 
visited  Turkey.  While  at  Smyrna,  he  was  forcibly  seized,  taken  on 
board  an  Austrian  brig  of  war,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  that  place,  and 
there  confined  in  irons,  with  the  avowed  design  to  take  him  into  the  do- 
minions of  Austria.  Our  consul  at  Smyrna  and  legation  at  Constantinople 
interposed  for  his  release,  but  their  efforts  were  ineffectual.  While  thus 
imprisoned.  Commander  Ingraham,  with  the  United  States  ship  of  war 
St.  Louis,  arrived  at  Smyrna,  and,  after  inquiring  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Koszta  was  entided  to  the  protec- 
tion of  this  government,  and  took  energetic  and  prompt  measures  for  hi? 
release.  Under  an  arrangement  between  the  agents  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Austria,  he  was  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  French 
consul-general,  at  Smyrna,  there  to  remain  until  he  should  be  disposed 
of  by  the  mutual  agreement  of  the  consuls  of  the  respective  govern- 
ments at  that  place.    Pursuant  to  that  agreement  he  has  been  released 
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and  is  now  in  the  United  States.  The  Emperor  of  Austria  has 
made  the  conduct  of  our  officers  who  took  part  in  this  transaction 
a  subject  of  grave  complaint.  Regarding  Koszta  as  still  his  subject, 
and  claiming  a  right  to  seize  him  within  the  limits  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire, he  has  demanded  of  this  government  its  consent  to  the  surrender 
of  the  prisoner,  a  disavowal  of  the  acts  of  its  agents,  and  satisfaction 
for  the  alleged  outrage.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  Koszta  was  seized  without  legal  authority 
at  Smyrna ;  that  he  was  wrongfully  detained  on  board  of  the  Austrian 
brig  of  war ;  that,  at  the  time  of  his  seiziure,  he  was  clothed  with  the 
nationality  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  acts  of  our  officers,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  were  justifiable,  and  their  conduct  has 
been  fully  approved  by  me,  and  a  compliance  with  the  several  demands 
of  the  Emperor  of  Austria  has  been  declined. 

For  a  more  full  account  of  this  transaction  and  my  views  in  regard 
to  it,  I  refer  to  the  correspondence  between  the  charge  d'affaires  of 
Austria  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 
The  principles  and  policy,  therein  maintained  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  will,  whenever  a  proper  occasion  occurs,  be  applied  and  en- 
forced. 

The  condition  of  China,  at  this  time,  renders  it  probable  that  some 
important  changes  will  occur  in  that  vast  empire,  which  will  lead  to  a 
more  unrestricted  intercourse  with  it.  The  commissioner  to  that  coun- 
try, who  has  been  recently  appointed,  is  instructed  to  avail  himself  of 
all  occasions  to  open  and  extend  our  commercial  relations,  not  only 
with  the  empire  of  China,  but  with  other  Asiatic  nations. 

In  1852,  an  expedition  was  sent  to  Japan,  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Perry,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  commercial  intercourse 
with  that  empire.  Intelligence  has  been  received  of  his  arrival  there, 
and  of  his  having  made  known  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan  the  object  of 
his  visit ;  but  it  is  not  yet  ascertained  how  far  the  Emperor  will  be  dis- 
posed to  abandon  his  restrictive  policy,  and  open  that  populous  country 
to  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  desire  to  maintain  friendly  intercourse  with 
the  governments  upon  this  continent,  and  to  aid  them  in  preserving 
good  understanding  among  themselves.  With  Mexico,  a  dispute  has 
arisen  as  to  the  true  boundary  line  between  our  territory  of  New  Mex- 
ico and  the  Mexican  State  of  Chihuahua.  A  former  commissioner  of 
the  United  States,  employed  in  running  that  line  pursuant  to  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  made  a  serious  mistake  in  determining  the  initial 
point  on  the  Rio  Grande ;  but,  inasmuch  as  his  decision  was  clearly  a 
departure  from  the  directions  for  tracing  the  boundary  contained  in 
that  treaty,  and  was  not  concurred  in  by  the  surveyor  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  whose  concurrence  was  necessary  to 
give  validity  to  that  decision,  this  government  is  not  concluded  thereby; 
but  that  of  Mexico  takes  a  diflerent  view  of  the  subject. 

There  are  also  other  questions  of  considerable  magnitude  pending  be- 
tween the  two  republics.  Our  minister  in  Mexico  has  ample  instruc- 
tions to  adjust  them.  Negotiations  have  been  opened,  but  sufficient 
progress  has  not  been  made  therein  to  enable  me  to  speak  of  the  prob- 
able result.    Impressed  with  the  importance  of  maintaining  amicable 
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relations  with  that  republic,  and  of  yielding  with  liberality  to  all  her  just 
claims,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  an  arrangement  mutually  satisfac- 
tory to  both  countries  may  be  concluded,  and  a  lasting  friendship  between 
them  confirmed  and  perpetuated. 

Congress  having  provided  for  a  full  mission  to  the  States  of  Central 
America,  a  minister  was  sent  thither  in  July  last.  As  yet  he  has  had 
time  to  visit  only  one  of  these  states,  (Nicaragua,)  where  he  was  re- 
ceived in  the  most  friendly  manner.  It  is  hoped  that  his  presence  and 
good  offices  will  have  a  benign  effect  in  composing  the  dissensions 
which  prevail  among  them,  and  in  establishing  still  more  intimate  and 
friendly  relations  between  them  respectively,  and  between  each  of  them 
and  the  United  States. 

Considering  the  vast  regions  of  this  continent,  and  the  number  of 
states  wliich  would  be  made  accessible  by  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river  Amazon,  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  this  subject. 
Brazil,  through  whose  territories  it  passes  into  the  ocean,  has  hitherto 
persisted  in  a  policy  so  restrictive,  in  regard  to  tlie  use  of  this  river, 
as  to  obstruct,  and  nearly  exclude,  foreign  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  states  which  lie  upon  its  tributaries  and  upper  branches. 
Our  minister  to  that  country  is  instructed  to  obtain  a  relaxation 
of  that  policy,  and  to  use  his  efforts  to  induce  the  Brazilian  govern- 
ment to  open  to  common  use,  imder  proper  safeguards,  this  great 
natural  highway  for  international  trade.  Several  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can states  are  deeply  interested  in  this  attempt  to  secure  the  free  nav- 
igation of  the  Amazon,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  their  co-operation 
in  the  measure.  As  the  advantages  of  free  commercial  intercourse 
among  nations  are  better  understood,  more  liberal  views  are  generally 
entertained  as  to  the  common  rights  of  all  to  the  free  use  of  those 
means  which  nature  has  provided  for  international  communication. 
To  these  more  liberal  and  enlightened  views,  it  is  hoped  that  Brazil 
will  conform  her  policy,  and  remove  all  unnecessary  restrictions  upon 
the  free  use  of  a  river,  which  traverses  so  many  states  and  so  large  a 
part  of  the  continent.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  republic 
of  Faraway  and  the  Argentine  Confederation  have  yielded  to  the  lib- 
eral pobcy  still  resisted  by  Brazil,  in  regard  to  the  navigable  rivers 
within  their  respective  territories.  Treaties  embracing  this  subject 
among  others  have  been  negotiated  with  these  goveramenls,  which  will 
be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  the  present  session. 

A  new  branch  of  commerce,  important  to  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  United  States,  has,  within  a  few  years  past,  been  opened  with 
Peru.  Notwithstanding  the  inexhaustible  deposits  of  guano  upon  the 
islands  of  that  country,  considerable  difficulties  are  experienced  in 
obtaining  the  requisite  supply.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  remove  ' 
these  difficulties,  and  to  secure  a  more  abundant  importation  of  the 
article.  Unfortunately,  there  has  been  a  serious  collision  between 
our  citizens,  who  have  resorted  to  the  Chincha  islands  for  it,  and  the 
Peruvian  authorities  stationed  there.  Redress  for  the  outrages,  com- 
mitted by  the  latter,  was  promptly  demanded  by  our  minister  at  Lima. 
This  subject  is  now  under  consideration,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  Peru  is  disposed  to  oflfer  adequate  indemnity  to  the  aggrieved 
parties. 
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We  are  thus  not  only  at  peace  with  all  foreign  countries,  huU  Uk 
regard  to  political  afTairs^  are  exempt  from  any  cause  of  serious  dis* 
quietude  in  our  domestic  relations. 

The  controversies,  which  have  agitated  the  country  heretofore,  are 
passing  uway  with  the  causes  which  produced  them  and  the  passions 
which  they  had  awakened ;  or,  if  any  trace  of  tbem  remains,  it  may  be 
reasonably  hoped  that  it  will  only  be  perceived  in  the  zealous  rivalry 
of  all  good  citizens  to  testify  their  respect  for  the  rights  of  the 
States,  their  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  their  common  determination 
that  each  one  of  the  States,  its  institutions,  its  welfare,  and  its  domestic 
peace  shall  be  held  alike  secure  under  the  sacred  aegis  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

This  new  league  of  amity  and  of  mutual  ccmfidence  and  support, 
into  which  the  people  of  the  republic  have  entered,  happily  affords  in* 
ducement  and  opportunity  for  tne  adoption  of  a  more  comprehensive 
and  unembarrassed  line  of  policy  and  action,  as  to  the  great  material 
interests  of  the  country,  wnether  regarded  in  thiemselves  or  in  con- 
nexion with  the  powers  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  United  States  have  continued  gradually  and  steadily  to  expand, 
through  acquisitions  of  territory,  which,  how  much  soever  some  of  them 
may  have  been  questioned,  are  now  universally  seen  and  admitted  to 
have  been  wise  in  policy,  just  in  character,  and  a  great  element  in  the 
advancement  of  our  country,  and,  with  it,  of  the  human  race,  in  free- 
dom, in  prosperity,  and  in  happiness.  The  thirteen  States  have  grown 
to  be  thirty-one,  with  relations  reaching  to  Europe  on  the  one  side,  and 
on  the  other  to  the  distant  realms  of  Asia. 

I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  immense  responsibility  which  the  present 
magnitude  of  the  republic,  and  the  diversity  and  multiplicity  ol  its  in- 
terests, devolves  upon  me :  the  alleviation  of  which,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  immediate  conduct  of  the  pubUc  business  is,  first,  in  my  reliance  on 
the  wisdom  and  patriotism  oi  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, in  the  directions  afforded  me  by  the  principles  of  public  polity, 
affirmed  by  our  fathers  of  the  epoch  of  1798,  sanctioned  by  long  expe- 
rience, and  consecrated  anew  by  the  overwhelming  voice  of  the  people 
erf  the  United  States. 

Recurring  to  these  principles,  which  constitute  the  organic  basis  of  union, 
We  perceive  that,  vast  as  are  the  functions  and  the  duties  of  the  federal 
government,  vested  in,  or  entrusted  to,  its  three  great  departments, 
the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial,  yet  the  substantive  power, 
the  popular  force,  and  the  large  capacities  for  social  and  material 
development,  exist  in  the  respective  Stales,  which,  all  being  of 
themselves  well  constituted  republics,  as  they  preceded,  so  they 
alone  are  capable  of  maintaining  and  perpetuating,  the  Americaa 
Union.  The  federal  government  has  its  appropriate  line  of  action  iiji 
the  specific  and  limited  powers  conferrea  on  it  by  the  constitution, 
chiefly  as  to  those  things  in  which  the  States  have  a  common  interest 
in  their  relations  to  one  another,  and  to  foreign  governments;  while  the 

freat  mass  of  interests  which  i)elong  to  cultivated  men,  the  ordinary 
usiness  of  Ufe,  the  springs  of  industry,  all  the  diversified  personal  and 
domestic  affairs  of  society,  rest  securely  upon  the  general  reserve<J 
powers  of  the  people  of  the  several  States.    There  is  the  effective  de- 
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mocracy  c^  the  nation,  and  there  the  vital  essence  of  its  being  and  its 
greatness. 

Of  the  practical  consequences  which  flow  from  the  nature  of  the 
federal  government,  the  primary  one  is  the  duty  of  administering  with 
integrity  and  fidelity  the  high  trust  reposed  in  it  by  the  constitution, 
especially  in  the  application  of  the  public  funds,  as  drawn  by  taxation 
from  the  people,  and  appropriated  to  specific  objects  by  Confess* 
Happily  I  nave  no  occasion  to  suggest  any  radical  cnanges  in  the  fman- 
cial  policy  of  the  government.  Ours  is  almost,  if  not  absolutely,  the 
solitary  ^wer  of  Christendom  having  a  surplus  revenue,  drawn  imme- 
diately from  imposts  on  commerce,  and  therefore  measured  by  the 
spontaneous  enterprise  and  national  prosperity  of  the  country,  with  such 
indirect  relation  to  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  products  of  the 
earth  and  sea,  as  to  violate  no  constitutional  doctrine,  and  yet  vigor- 
ously promote  the  general  welfare.  Neither  as  to  the  sources  of  the 
public  treasure,  nor  as  to  the  manner  of  keeping  and  managing  it,  does 
any  grave  controversy  now  prevail,  there  being  a  general  acquiesence 
in  the  wisdom  of  the  present  system. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  exhibit,  in  detail, 
the  state  of  the  public  finances,  and  the  condition  of  the  various  branches 
of  the  public  service  administered  by  that  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  revenue  of  the  country,  levied  almost  insensibly  to  the  tax- 
payer, goes  on  from  year  to  year  increasing  beyond  either  the  interests 
V  the  prospective  wants  of  the  government. 

At  the  Close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1852,  there  remained 
m  the  treasury  a  balance  of  fourteen  million  six  hundred  and  thirty-two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars.  The  public  revenue  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  amounted  to  fifty-eight  million 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  dol- 
lars from  customs,  and  to  two  million  tour  hundred  and  five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eight  dollars  from  public  lands  and  other  miscella- 
neous sources,  amounting  together  to  sixty-one  million  three  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-tour  dollars;  whil^ 
the  public  expenditures  for  the  same  period,  exclusive  of  payments  on 
account  of  the  public  debt,  amounted  to  forty-three  million  five  hundred 
and  fifty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars ;  leaving  a 
balance  of  thirty-two  million  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  of  receipts  above  expenditures. 

This  fact,  of  increasing  surplus  in  the  treasury,  became  the  subject 
of  anxious  consideration  at  a  very  early  period  of  my  administration^ 
and  the  path  of  duty  in  regard  to  it  seemed  to  me  obvious  and  clear, 
namely:  first,  to  apply  the  surplus  revenue  to  the  discharge  of  the 
public  debt,  so  far  as  it  could  judiciously  be  done ;  and,  secondly,  to 
devise  means  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  standard 
of  the  public  exigencies. 

Of  tnese  objects,  the  first  has  been  in  the  course  of  accomplishment, 
in  a  manner  and  to  a  degree  highly  satisfactory.  The  amount  of  the 
public  debt,  of  all  classes,  was,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  1853,  sixty- 
nine  million  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  and  thirty-seven  dollars^ 
payments  on  account  of  which  have  been  made,  since  that  period,  to 
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the  amount  of  twelve  million  seven  hundred  and  three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars,  leaving  unpaid,  and  in  the  continu- 
ous course  of  liquidation,  the  sum  of  fifty-six  million  four  hundred  and 
eighty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight  dollars.  These  pay- 
ments, although  made  at  the  market  price  of  the  respective  classes 
of  stocks,  have  been  effected  readily,  and  to  the  general  advantage  of 
the  treasury,  and  have  at  the  same  time  proved  of  signal  utility  in  the 
relief  they  have  incidentally  afforded  to  the  money  market  and  to  the 
industrial  and  commercial  pursuits  of  the  country. 

The  second  of  the  above-mentioned  objects,  that  of  the  reduction  of 
the  tariff',  is  of  great  importance,  and  the  plan  suggested  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  which  is  to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  articles, 
and  to  add  to  the  free  list  many  ailicles  now  taxed,  and  especially  such 
as  enter  into  manufactures,  and  are  not  largely,  or  at  all,  produced  in 
the  country,  is  commended  to  your  candid  and  carefid  consideration* 

You  will  find  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  also, 
abundant  proof  of  the  entire  adequacy  of  the  present  fiscal  system  to 
meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  public  service,  and  that,  while  jM'operly 
administered,  it  operates  to  the  advantage  of  the  community  in  ordi- 
nary business  relations. 

I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  sundry  suggestions  of  improve- 
ments m  the  settlement  of  accounts,  especially  as  regards  the  large 
sums  of  outstanding  arrears  due  to  the  government,  and  of  other  reforms 
in  the  administrative  action  of  his  department,  which  are  indicated  by 
the  Secretary;  as  also  to  the  progress  made  in  the  construction  of  marine 
hospitals,  custom-houses,  and  of  a  new  mint  in  California  and  assay 
office  in  the  city  of  New  York,  heretofore  provided  for  by  Congress ; 
and  also  to  the  eminently  successfiil  progress  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and 
of  the  Light-house  Board. 

Among  the  objects  meriting  your  attention  will  be  important  recono- 
mendations  from  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy.  I  am  fully  satisfied 
that  the  navy  of  the  United  States  is  not  in  a  condition  of  strength  and 
efficiency  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  our  commercial  and 
other  interests ;  and  commend  to  your  especial  attention  the  sugges- 
tions on  this  subject,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  respect- 
fully submit  that  the  army,  which,  under  our  system,  must  always  be 
regarded  with  the  highest  interest,  as  a  nucleus  around  which  the  vol- 
unteer forces  of  the  nation  gather  in  the  hour  of  danger,  requires  aug- 
mentation, or  modification,  to  adapt  it  to  the  present  extended  limits 
and  fi'ontier  relations  of  the  country,  and  the  condition  of  the  Indian 
tribes  in  the  interior  of  the  continent;  the  necessity  of  which  will 
appear  in  the  communications  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the 
Interior. 

In  the  administration  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1863,  the  gross  expenditure  was  seven  million 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six 
dollars ;  and  the  gross  receipts,  during  the  same  period,  five  million 
nine  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-four 
dollars ;  showing  that  the  current  revenue  failed  to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  department  by  the  sum  of  two  million  forty-two  thou- 
sand and  thirty-two  dollars.    The  causes  which,  under  the  present 


H.   Doc.  1.  11 

postal  system  and  laws,  led  inevitably  to  this  result,  are  fully  explained 
by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General ;  one  great  cause  being  the 
enormous  rates  the  department  has  been  compelled  to  pay  for  mail 
service  rendered  by  railroad  companies. 

The  exhibit  in  the  report  of  ^he  Postmaster  General  of  the  income 
and  expenditures  by  mail  steamers  will  be  found  peculiarly  interesting, 
and  of  a  character  to  demand  the  immediate  action  of  Congress. 

Numerous  and  flagrant  frauds  upon  the  Pension  Bureau  have  been 
brought  to  light  within  the  last  year,  and,  in  some  instances,  merited 
punishments  inflicted;  but,  unfortunately,  in  others,  guilty  parties  have 
escaped,  not  through  the  want  of  suSicient  evidence  to  warrant  a  con- 
viction, but  in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  limitation  in  the  existing 
laws. 

From  the  nature  of  these  claims,  the  remoteness  of  the  tribunals  to 
pass  upon  them,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  proof  is,  of  necessity, 
tumished,  temptations  to  crime  have  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the 
obvious  diflSculties  of  detection.  The  defects  in  the  law  upon  this  sub- 
ject are  so  apparent,  and  so  fatal  to  the  ends  of  justice,  that  your  early 
action  relating  to  it  is  most  desirable. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year,  nine  million  eight  hundred  and  nineteen 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  the  public  lands  have  been 
surveyecj,  and  ten  million  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  brought  into  market.  Within  the  same 
period,  the  sales  by  public  purchase  and  private  entry  amounted  to  one 
million  eighty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres;  lo- 
cated under  military  bounty  land  warrants,  six  million  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  thousand  three  hundi-ed  and  sixty  acres;  located  under  other 
certificates,  nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres;  ceded 
to  the  States  as  swamp  lands,  sixteen  million  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres;  selected  for  railroad 
and  other  objects,  under  acts  of  Congress,  one  million  four  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres.  Total  amount 
of  lands  disposed  of  within  the  fiscal  year,  twenty-five  million  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres;  which  is 
an  increase  in  quantity  sold,  and  located  under  land  warrants  and  grants, 
of  twelve  million  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen  acres  over  the  fiscal  year  immediately  preceding.  The 
quantity  of  land  sold  during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1852, 
was  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  fi^ur  hundred  and  fifty-one 
acres.  The  amount  received  therefor,  was  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars.  The  (quantity 
sold  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year  1853,  was  one  million 
six  hundred  and  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  acres;  and 
the  amount  received  therefor,  two  million  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars. 

The  whole  number  of  land  warrants  issued  under  existing  laws, 
prior  to  the  30th  of  September  last,  was  two  hundred*  and  sixty-six 
thousand  and  forty-two ;  of  which  there  were  outstanding,  at  that  date, 
sixty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-seven.  The  quantity  of  land 
required  to  satisfy  these  outstanding  warrants,  is  four  million  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  one  hmidred  and  twenty  acres. 
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Warrants  have  been  issued  to  30th  of  September  last,  under  the  act 
of  11th  February,  1847,  calling  for  twelve  million  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  under  acts  of 
September  28,  1850,  and  March  22,  1852,  calling  for  twelve  million 
five  hundred  and  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  making 
a  total  of  twenty-five  million  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

It  is  believed  that  experience  has  verified  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
the  present  system,  with  regard  to  the  public  domain,  in  most  essential 
particulars. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
that  opinions,  which  have  often  been  expressed  in  relation  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  land  system,  as  not  being  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  federal 
treasury,  were  erroneous.  The  net  profits  fi-om  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  to  June  30,  1853,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  fifty-three  million  two 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

I  recommend  the  extension  of  the  land  system  over  the  Territories 
of  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  with  such  modifications  as  their  peculiarities 
may  require. 

Regarding  our  public  domain  as  chiefly  valuable  to  provide  homes 
for  the  industrious  and  enterprising,  I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend 
any  essential  change  hi  the  land  system,  except  by  modifications  in  fa- 
vor of  the  actual  settler,  and  an  extension  of  the  pre-emption  princi- 
ple in  certain  cases,  for  reasons,  and  on  grounds,  which  will  be  fully 
developed  in  the  reports  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Congress,  representing  the  proprietors  of  the  territorial  domain, 
and  charged  especially  with  power  to  dispose  of  territory  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  has,  for  a  long  course  of  years,  begin- 
ning with  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  exercised  the  power  to 
construct  roads  within  the  territories ;  and  there  are  so  many  and  obvi- 
ous distinctions  between  this  exercise  of  power  and  that  of  making 
roads  within  the  State?,  that  the  former  has  never  been  considered 
subject  to  such  objections  as  apply  to  the  latter,  and  such  may  now  be 
considered  the  settled  construction  of  the  power  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment upon  the  subject. 

Numerous  applications  have  been,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to 
be,  made  for  grants  of  land,  in  aid  of  the  consti'uction  of  railways. 
It  is  not  believed  to  be  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain,  should 
be  used  otherwise  than  might  be  expected  from  a  prudent  propri- 
etor, and,  therefore,  that  grants  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  roads  should  be  restricted  to  cases,  where  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  a  proprietor,  under  Uke  circumstances,  thus  to  contribute 
to  the  construction  of  these  works.  For  the  practical  operation 
of  such  grants  thus  far,  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the  States  in 
which  the  works  are  located,  and  at  the  same  time  the  substantial 
interests  of  all  the  other  States,  by  enhancing  the  value  and  pro- 
moting the  rapid  sale  of  the  public  domain,  I  refer  you  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  A  careful  examination,  however,  will 
show,  that  this  experience  is  the  result  of  a  just  discrimination,  and  will 
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DC  far  from  aflfbrding  encouragement  to  a  reckless  or  indiscriminate  ex- 
tension of  the  principle. 

i  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  men  of  genius  of  our 
country,  who,  by  their  inventions  and  discoveries  in  science  and  art, 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  improvements  of  the  age,  without,  in 
many  instances,  securing  for  themselves  anything  like  an  adequate 
reward.  For  many  interesting  details  upon  this  suoject  I  refer  you  to 
the  appropriate  reports,  and  especially  urge  upon  your  early  attention 
the  apparently  sbght,  but  really  important,  modiScations  of  existing 
laws  therein  suggested. 

The  liberal  spirit  which  has  so  long  marked  the  action  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  the  District  of  Columbia  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  continue 
to  be  manifested. 

The  erection  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  has  been  some- 
what retarded,  by  the  great  demand  for  materials  and  labor  during  the 
past  summer ;  but  full  preparation  for  the  reception  of  patients,  befoJie 
the  return  of  another  winter,  is  anticipated ;  and  there  is  the  best 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  plan  and  contemplated  arrangements  which 
have  been  devised,  with  the  large  experience  furnished  within  the  last 
few  years  in  relation  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  the  disease,  that  it 
will  prove  an  asylum  indeed  to  this  most  helpless  and  afflicted  class  of 
suderers,  and  stand  as  a  noble  monument  of  wisdom  and  mercy. 

Under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  August  31,  1862,  and  of  March  3, 
1863,  designed  to  secure  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown 
an  abundant  supply  of  good  and  wholesome  water,  it  became  my 
duty  to  examine  the  report  and  plans  of  the  engineer  who  had  charge 
of  the  surveys  under  the  act  first  named.  The  best,  if  not  the  only 
plan,  calculated  to  secure  permanently  the  object  sought,  was  that 
which  contemplates  taking  the  water  from  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and,  consequently,  I  gave  to  it  my  approval. 

For  the  progress  and  present  condition  of  this  important  work,  and 
for  its  demands,  so  far  as  appropriations  are  concerned,  I  refer  you  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  present  judicial  system  of  the  United  States  has  now  been  in 
operation  for  so  long  a  period  of  time,  and  has,  in  its  general  theory 
and  much  of  its  details,  become  so  familiar  to  the  country,  and  acquired 
80  entirely  the  public  confidence,  that  if  modified  in  any  respect,  it 
should  only  be  in  those  particulars  which  may  adapt  it  to  the  increased 
extent,  population,  and  legal  business  of  the  United  States.  In  this 
relation,  the  organization  of  the  courts  is  now  confessedly  inadequate 
to  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  them ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
States  of  Florida,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Texas,  and  California,  and  dis- 
tricts of  other  States,  are  in  effect  excluded  firom  the  full  benefits  of  the 
Sneral  system,  by  the  functions  of  the  circuit  court  being  devolved  on 
s  district  judges  in  all  those  States,  or  parts  of  States. 

The  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  a  due  regard  to  justice  require 
that  all  the  States  of  the  Union  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
in  regard  to  the  judicial  tribunals.  I  therefore  commend  to  your  con- 
sideration this  important  subject,  which,  in  my  judgment,  demands  the 
speedy  action  of  Congress.    I  wiU  present  to  you,  if  deemed  desirable, 
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a  plan,  which  I  am  prepared  to  recommend,  for  the  enlargement  and 
modification  of  the  present  judicial  system. 

The  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution  provided 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  other  persons  therein  de- 
signated, should  constitute  an  "establishment"  by  tnat  name,  and  that 
the  members  should  hold  stated  and  special  meetings  for  the  super- 
vision of  the  aflairs  of  the  Institution.  The  or^nization  not  having 
taken  place,  it  seemed  to  me  proper  that  it  should  be  efiected  without 
delay.  This  has  been  done ;  and  an  occasion  was  thereby  presented 
for  inspecting  the  condition  of  the  Institution,  and  appreciating  its  suo- 
cessful  progress  thus  far,  and  its  high  promise  of  great  ana  general 
usefulness. 

I  have  omitted  to  ask  your  favorable  consideration  for  the  estimates 
of  works  of  a  local  character  in  twenty-seven  of  the  thirty-one  States, 
amounting  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  because,  independently  of  the  grounds  which  have  so  often 
I)^en  urged  against  the  application  of  the  federal  revenue  for  works  of 
this  character,  inequality  with  consequent  injustice  is  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  the  proposition,  and  because  the  plan  ha5  proved  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  sought. 

The  subject  of  internal  improvements,  claiming  alike  the  interest  and 
good  will  of  all,  has,  nevertheless,  been  the  basis  of  much  political  di^ 
cussion,  and  has  stood  as  a  deep  graven  line  of  division  between  states- 
men of  eminent  ability  and  patriotism.  The  rule  of  strict  construction 
of  all  powers  delegated  by  the  States  to  the  general  government  has 
arrayed  itself,  from  time  to  time,  against  the  rapid  progress  of  expendi-^ 
tures  from  the  national  treasury  on  works  of  a  local  character  within 
the  States.  Memorable  as  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  subject 
is  the  message  of  President  Jackson,  of  the  27th  of  May,  1830, 
which  met  the  system  of  internal  improvements  in  its  comparative  in- 
fancy; but  so  rapid  had  been  its  growth,  that  the  projected  appropria- 
tions in  that  year  for  works  of  this  character  had  risen  to  the  alarming 
amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 

In  that  message  the  President  admitted  the  difficulty  of  bringing 
back  the  operations  of  the  government  to  the  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution set  up  in  1798,  and  marked  it  as  an  admonitory  proof  of  the 
necessity  of  guarding  that  instrument  with  sleepless  vigilance  against 
the  authority  of  precedents,  which  had  not  the  sanction  of  its  most 
plainly  defined  powers. 

Our  government  exists  under  a  written  compact  between  sovereign 
States,  uniting  for  specific  objects,  and  with  specific  ^ants  to  their 

general  agent.  If,  then,  in  the  progress  of  its  administration,  there  have 
een  departures  from  the  terms  and  intent  of  the  compact,  it  is,  and 
will  ever  be,  proper  to  refer  back  to  the  fixed  standard  which  our 
fathers  left  us,  and  to  make  a  stern  effort  to  conform  our  action  to  it* 
It  would  seem  that  the  fact  of  a  principle  having  been  resisted  from 
the  first  by  man^r  of  the  wisest  and  most  patriotic  men  of  the  republic, 
and  a  policy  having  provoked  constant  strife,  without  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion which  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  to  its  most  earnest  advo- 
cates, should  suggest  the  inquiry  whether  there  may  not  be  a  plan 
likely  to  be  crowned  by  happier  results.     Without  perceiving  any 
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sound  distinction,  or  intending  to  assert  any  principle  as  opposed  to 
improvements  needed  for  the  protection  of  internal  commerce,  which 
does  not  equally  apply  to  improvements  upon  the  seaboard  for  the 
protection  of  foiei^n  commerce,  I  submit  to  you,  whether  it  may 
aot  be  safely  anticipated  that,  if  the  policy  were  once  settled  against 
appropriations  by  the  general  government  ibr  local  improvements  for 
the  benefit  of  commerce,  localities  requiring  expenditures  would  not, 
by  modes  and  means  clearly  legitimate  and  proper,  raise  the  fund 
necessary  for  such  constructions  as  the  safety  or  other  interests  of  their 
oommer ce  mirht  require. 

If  that  can  be  regarded  as  a  system,  which,  in  the  experience  of  more 
than  thirty  years,  has  at  no  time  so  commanded  the  public  judgment  as 
to  give  it  the  character  of  a  settled  policy, — which,  though  it  has  pro- 
duced some  works  of  conceded  importance,  has  been  attended  with  an 
expenditure  quite  disproportionate  to  their  value, — ^and  has  resulted  in 
squandering  large  sums  upon  objects  which  have  answered  no  valu- 
able purpose, — ^the  interests  of  all  the  States  require  it  to  be  abandoned, 
unless  hopes  may  be  indulged  for  the  future  which  find  no  warrant  in 
the  past. 

With  an  anxious  desire  for  the  completion  of  the  works  which  are 
pegarded  by  all  good  citizens  with  sincere  interest,  I  have  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  ask  at  your  hands  a  deliberate  reconsideration  of  the  question, 
with  a  hope  that,  animated  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  permanent  and 
substantial  interests  of  the  country,  your  wisdom  may  prove  equal  to 
the  task  of  devising  and  maturing  a  plan,  which,  applied  to  this  subject, 
may  promise  something  better  than  constant  strite,  the  suspension  of 
the  powers  of  local  enterprise,  the  exciting  of  vain  hopes,  and  the  dis- 
appointment of  cherished  expectations* 

In  expendiujg  the  appropriations  made  by  the  last  Congress,  several 
cases  have  arisen  in  relation  to  works  for  the  improvement  of  harbors, 
which  involve  question  as  to  the  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction,  and 
have  threatened  conflict  between  the  authority  of  the  State  and  general 
governments.  The  right  to  construct  a  breakwater,  jetty,  or  dam, 
vould  seem,  necessarily,  to  carry  with  it  the  power  to  protect  and  pre- 
serve such  constructions.  This  can  only  be  effectually  done  b^  having 
jurisdiction  over  the  soil.  But  no  clause  of  the  constitution  is  found, 
on  which  to  rest  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
over  the  soil  of  a  State,  except  that  conferred  by  the  eighth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  constitution.  It  is,  then,  submitted,  whether,  in  all 
cases  where  constructions  are  to  be  erected  by  the  general  government, 
the  right  of  soil  should  not  first  be  obtained,  and  legislative  provision 
be  made  to  cover  all  such  cases. 

For  the  progress  made  in  the  construction  of  roads  within  the  terri- 
tories, as  provided  for  in  the  appropriations  of  the  last  Congress,  I  re- 
fer you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

There  is  one  subject  of  a  domestic  nature,  which,  from  its  intrinsic 
tmjportance,  and  the  many  interesting  questions  of  future  policy  which 
it  mvolves,  cannot  fail  to  receive  your  early  attention.  I  allude  to  the 
means  of  communication,  by  which  diflferent  parts  of  the  wide  expanse 
of  our  country  are  to  be  placed  in  closer  connexion  for  purposes  both 
of  defence  and  commercial  intercourse,  and  more  especially  such  as 
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appertain  to  the  communication  of  those  great  divisions  of  the  Unioo, 
which  lie  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  Uocky  Mountains. 

That  the  government  has  not  been  unmindful  of  this  heretofore,  is 
apparent  from  the  aid  it  has  afforded,  through  appropriations  for  mail 
facilities  and  other  purposes.  But  the  general  subject  will  now  present 
itself  under  aspects  more  imposing  and  more  purely  national,  by  reason 
of  the  surveys  ordered  by  Congress,  and  now  in  the  process  of  com- 
pletion, for  communication  by  railway  across  the  continent,  and  wholly 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

The  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to  pro- 
vide and  maintain  a  navy,  and  to  rail  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  was  conferred 
upon  Congress,  as  means  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and 
to  protect  a  territory  and  a  population  now  widespread  and  vastly 
multiplied.  As  incidental  to  and  indispensable  for  the  exercise  of 
this  power,  it  must  sometimes  be  necessary  to  construct  mihtary 
roads  and  protect  harbors  of  refuge.  To  appropriations  by  Congress 
for  such  objects,  no  sound  objection  can  be  raised.  Happily  for  our 
country,  its  peaceful  policy  and  rapidly  increasing  population  impose 
upon  us  no  urgent  necessity  for  preparation,  and  leave  but  few  tracKless 
deserts  between  assailable  points  and  a  patriotic  people  ever  ready 
and  generally  able  to  protect  them.  These  necessary  links,  the  enter- 
prise and  energy  of  our  people  are  steadily  and  boldly  struggling  to 
supply.  All  experience  affirms  that,  wherever  private  enterprise  will 
avail,  it  is  most  wise  for  the  general  government  to  leave  to  tliat  and 
individual  watchfulness  the  location  and  execution  of  all  means  of  cono- 
munication. 

The  surveys  before  alluded  to  were  designed  to  ascertain  the  most 
practicable  and  economical  route  for  a  railroad  from  the  river  Missis- 
sippi to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Parties  are  now  in  the  field  making  explo- 
rations, where  previous  examinations  had  not  supplied  sufficient  data, 
and  where  there  was  the  best  reason  to  hope  the  ooject  sought  might  be 
found.  The  means  ^nd  time  being  both  limited,  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  all  the  accurate  knowledge  desired  will  be  obtained,  but  it  is  hopeA 
that  much  and  important  information  will  be  added  to  the  stock  previ- 
ously possessed,  and  that  partial,  if  not  full  reports  of  the  surveys  ordered 
will  be  received  in  time  lor  transmission  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  February  next,  as  required  by  the  act 
of  appropriation.  The  magnitude  of  the  enterprise  contemplated  has 
aroused,  and  will  doubtless  continue  to  excite,  a  very  general  interest 
throughout  the  country.  In  its  political,  its  commercial,  and  its 
military  bearings,  it  has  varied,  great,  and  increasing  claims  to 
consideration.  The  heavy  expense,  the  great  delay,  and,  at  times* 
fatality  attending  travel  by  either  of  the  isthmus  routes,  have  demon- 
strated the  advantage  which  would  result  firom  interterritorial  commu- 
nication by  such  safe  and  rapid  means  as  a  railroad  would  supply. 

These  difficulties,  which  have  been  encountered  in  a  period  of 
peace,  would  be  magnified  and  still  fiirther  increased  in  time  of 
war.  But  whilst  the  embarrassments  already  encountered,  and 
others  under  new  contingencies  to  be  anticipated,  may  serve  strik- 
ii^Iy  to  exhibit  the  importance  of  such  a  work,  neither  these,  nor 
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all  considerations  combined,  can  have  an  appreciable  value,  when 
weighed  against  the  obligation  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  consti- 
tation,  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  powers  it  confers.  Within  this 
limit  and  to  the  extent  of  the  interest  of  the  government  involved, 
it  would  seem  both  expedient  and  proper,  if  an  economical  and  practi- 
cable route  shall  be  found,  to  aid,  by  all  constitutional  means,  m  the 
construction  of  a  road,  which  will  unite,  by  speedy  transit,  the  popular 
tions  of  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  States.  To  guard  against  misconception, 
it  should  be  remarked  that,  although  the  power  to  construct,  or  aid 
in  the  construction  of,  a  road  within  the  limits  of  a  territory  is  not 
embarrassed  by  that  question  of  jurisdiction  which  would  arise 
within  the  limits  of  a  State,  it  is  nevertheless  held  to  be  of  doubtful 
power,  and  more  than  doubtful  propriety,  even  within  the  limits  of 
a  territory,  for  the  general  government  to  undertake  to  administei* 
the  afiairs  of  a  railroad,  a  canal,  or  other  similar  construction,  and  there- 
fore that  its  connexion  with  a  work  of  this  character  should  be  inci- 
dental rather  than  primaiy.  I  will  only  add,  at  present,  that,  fully 
appreciating  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and  solicitous  that  the  At-^ 
limtic  and  Pacific  snores  of  the  republic  may  be  bound  together  by- 
inseparable  ties  of  common  interest,  as  well  as  of  common  fealty  and 
attachment  to  the  Union,  I  shall  be  disposed,  so  far  as  my  own  action  is- 
concerned,  to  follow  the  lights  of  the  constitution,  as  expounded  and  il- 
lustrated by  those,  whose  opinions  and  expositions  constitute  the  stand- 
ard of  my  political  faith  in  regard  to  the  powers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. It  is,  I  trust,  not  necessary  to  say,  that  no  grandeur  of  enterprise,. 
and  no  present  urgent  inducement  promising  popular  favor,  will  lead 
me  to  disregard  those  lights,  or  to  aepart  from  that  path,  which  expe- 
rience has  proved  to  be  safe,  and  which  is  now  radiant  with  the  glow 
of  prosperity  and  legitimate  constitutional  progress.  We  can  afford  to. 
wait,  but  we  cannot  afford  to  overlook  the  ark  of  our  security. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  give  prominence  to  any  subject,  which 
may  properly  be  regarded  as  set  at  rest  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of 
the  people.    But  wnile  the  present  is  bright  with  promise,  and  the  fu- 
ture full  of  demand  and  inducement  for  the  exercise  of  active  intelli- 
gence, the  past  can  never  be  without  useful  lessons  of  admonition  and. 
instruction.     If  its  dangers  serve  not  as  beacons,  they  will  evidently 
£ul  to  fulfil  the  object  of  a  wise  desi^.    When  the  grave  shall  have 
closed  over  all,  who  are  now  endeavonng  to  meet  the  obligations  of  dur 
ty,  the  year  1850  will  be  recurred  to  as  a  period  filled  witn  anxious  ap- 
prehension.   A  successful  war  had  just  terminated.    Peace  brougnt 
with  it  a  vast  augmentation  of  territory.    Disturbing  questions  arose,, 
bearing  upon  the  domestic  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  confedr 
eracy,  and  involving  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  States..     But, 
notwithstanding  differences  of  opinion  and  sentiment,  which  then  ex- 
isted in  relation  to  details  and  specific  provisions,  the  acquiescence 
of  distinguished   citizens,  whose  devotion  to  the  Union  can  never 
be  doubted,  has  given  renewed  vigor  to  our   institutions,  and  re- 
stored a  sense  of  repose  and  security  to  the  public  mind  throughout 
the  confederacnr.    That  this  repose  is  to  suffer  no  shock  during  my 
official  term,  if'^I  have  power  to  avert  it,  those  who  placed  me  here- 
fliay  be  assured.     The  wisdom  of  men,  who  knew  what  independr- 
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ence  cost, — ^who  had  put  nil  at  stake  upon  the  issue  ot  the  revo- 
lutionary struggle, — disposed  of  the  subject  to  which  I  refer,  in  the 
only  way  consistent  with  the  union  of  these  States,  and  with  the 
inarch  of  power  and  prosperity  which  has  made  us  what  we  are. 
It  is  a  significant  fact,  that  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
until  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  had  passed  to  their 
graves,  or,  through  the  infirmities  of  age  and  wounds,  had  ceased 
to  participate  actively  in  public  afi[airs,  there  was  not  merely  a  quiet 
acquiescence  in,  but  a  prompt  vindication  of,  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  States.  The  reserved  powers  were  scrupulously  respected. 
No  statesman  put  forth  the  narrow  views  of  casuists  to  justify  inter- 
ference and  agitation,  but  the  spirit  of  the  compact  was  regarded  as 
sacred  in  the  eye  of  honor,  and  indispensable  for  the  great  experi- 
ment of  civil  UbertVj  which,  environea  by  inherent  difficulties,  was 
yet  borne  forward  m  apparent  weakness  by  a  power  superior  to  all 
obstacles.  There  is  no  condemnation  which  the  voice  of  freedom 
will  not  pronounce  upon  us,  should  we  prove  faithless  to  this  ^eat 
trust.  While  men  inhabiting  different  parts  of  this  vast  contment 
can  no  more  be  expected  to  hold  the  same  opinions,  or  entertain 
the  same  sentiments,  than  every  variety  of  climate  or  soil  can  be 
expected  to  furnish  the  same  agricultural  products,  they  can  unitB 
in  a  common  object  and  sustain  common  principles  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  that  object.  The  gallant  men  of  the  south  and  the 
north  could  stand  together  during  the  struggle  of  the  Revolution;  they 
could  stand  together  in  the  more  trying  period  which  succeeded  the 
clangor  of  arms.  As  their  united  valor  was  adequate  to  all  the  trials 
of  the  camp  and  dangers  of  the  field,  so  their  united  wisdom  proved 
equal  to  the  greater  task  of  founding,  upon  a  deep  and  broad  basis,  in- 
stitutions,  which  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  enjoy,  and  wiU  ever  be  our 
most  sacred  duty  to  sustain.  It  is  but  the  feeble  expression  of  a  faith 
strong  and  universal,  to  say  that  their  sons,  whose  blood  mingled  so 
often  upon  the  same  field,  during  the  war  of  1818,  and  who  have  mors 
recently  borne  in  triumph  the  flag  of  the  country  upon  a  foreign  soil, 
will  never  permit  alienation  of  feeling  to  weaken  tne  power  of  their 
nm'ted  efforts,  nor  internal  dissensions  to  paralyze  the  great  arm  of  firee- 
dom,  uplifted  for  the  vindication  of  self-government. 

I  have  thus  briefly  presented  such  suggestions  as  seem  to  me  es- 
pecially worthy  of  your  consideration.  In  providing  for  the  present, 
you  can  hardly  fail  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  light  which  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past  casts  upon  the  future. 

The  gvowth  of  our  population  has  now  brought  us,  in  the  destined 
career  of  our  national  history,  to  a  point  at  which  it  well  behooves 
us  to  expand  our  vision  over  the  vast  prospective. 

The  successive  decennial  returns  of  the  census  since  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  have  revealed  a  law  of  steady  progressive  devel- 
opment, which  may  be  stated,  in  general  terms,  as  a  duplication  every 
quarter-century.  Carried  forward,  from  the  point  already  reached,  for 
only  a  short  period  of  time  as  applicable  to  the  existence  of  a  nation, 
this  law  of  progress,  if  unchecked,  will  bring  us  to  almost  incredible 
results.  A  large  allowance  for  a  diminished  proportional  effect  ot 
taiigration  would  not  very  materially  reduce  the  estimate!  wfaHe  the 
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.Acreased  average  duration  of  human  life,  known  to  have  akeady 
resulted  from  the  scientific  and  hygienic  improvements  of  the  past 
fifty  years,  will  tend  to  keep  up  thorough  the  next  fifl;y,  or  perhaps 
hundred,  the  same  ratio  of  growth,  which  has  been  thus  revealed  in  our 
past  progress;  and  to  the  influence  of  these  causes  may  be  added  the  in- 
flux of  laboring  masses  from  eastern  Asia  to  the  Pacific  side  of  our  pos- 
sessions, together  with  the  probable  accession  of  the  populations  already 
existing  in  other  parts  of  our  hemisphere,  which,  witnin  the  period  in 
question,  will  feel,  with  yearly  increasing  force,  the  natural  attraction 
of  so  vast,  powerful,  and  prosperous  a  confederation  of  self-governing 
republics,  and  will  seek  toe  privilege  of  being  admitted  within  its  safe 
and  happy  bosom,  transferring  with  themselves,  by  a  peaceful  and 
healthy  process  of  incorporation,  spacious  regions  of  virgin  aud  exu- 
berant soil,  which  are  destined  to  swarm  with  the  fast-growing  and 
fast-spreading  millions  of  our  race. 

These  considerations  seem  fully  to  justify  the  presumption,  that  the  law 
of  population  above  stated  will  continue  to  act  with  undiminished  effect, 
through  at  least  the  next  half  century ;  and  that  thousands  of  persons 
who  have  already  arrived  at  maturity,  and  are  now  exercismg  the 
rights  of  freemen,  will  close  their  eyes  on  the  spectacle  of  more  than 
one  hundred  millions  of  population  embraced  within  the  majestic  pro- 
portions of  the  American  Union.  It  is  not  merely  as  an  mteresdng 
topic  of  speculation  that  I  present  these  views  for  your  consideration. 
Tney  have  important  practical  bearings  upon  all  the  political  duties  we 
are  called  upon  to  perform.  Heretofore,  our  system  of  government  has 
worked  on  what  may  be  termed  a  miniature  scale,  in  comparison  with 
the  development,  which  it  must  thus  assume,  within  a  future  so  near  at 
hand,  as  scarcely  to  be  beyond  the  present  of  the  existing  generation 

It  is  evident  mat  a  confederation  so  vast  and  so  varied,  both  in  num- 
bers and  in  territorial  extent,  in  habits  and  in  interests,  could  only  be 
kept  in  national  cohesion  by  the  strictest  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  as  understood  by  those  who  have  adhered  to  the  most  re- 
stricted construction  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  people  and  the  States. 
Interpreted  and  applied  according  to  those  principles,  the  ^eat  com- 
pact adapts  itself  with  healthy  ease  and  freedom  to  an  unhmited  ex- 
tension of  that  benign  system  of  federative  self^vemment,  of  which 
it  is  our  glorious  and,  I  trust,  immortal  charter.  jLet  us,  then,  with  re- 
doubled vigilance,  be  on  our  guard  against  yielding  to  the  temptation 
of  the  exercise  of  doubtful  powers,  even  under  the  pressure  of  the  mo- 
tives of  conceded  temporary  advantage  and  apparent  temporary  ex- 
pediency. 

The  minimum  of  federal  government,  compatible  with  the  mainten- 
ance of  national  unity  and  efficient  action  in  our  relations  with  the  rest 
of  the  world,  should  afibrd  the  rule  and  measure  of  construction  of  our 
powers  under  the  general  clauses  of  the  constitution.  A  spirit  of  strict 
deference  to  the  sovereign  rights  and  dimity  of  every  State,  rather  than 
a  disposition  to  subordinate  the  States  into  a  provincial  relation  to  the 
oeniral  authority,  should  characterize  all  our  exercise  of  the  respective 
powers  temporarily  vested  in  us  as  a  sacred  trust  from  the  generous 
confidence  of  our  constituents* 
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In  like  manner,  ad  a  manifestly  indispensable  condition  of  the  perpet- 
uation of  the  Union,  and  of  the  realization  of  that  magnificent  national 
future  adverted  to,  does  the  duty  become  yearly  stronger  and  clearer 
upon  us,  as  citizens  of  the  several  States,  to  cultivate  a  fraternal  and 
anectionate  spirit,  language,  and  conduct,  in  regard  to  other  States, 
and  in  relation  to  the  varied  interests,  institutions,  and  habits  of 
sentiment  and  opinion,  which  may  respectively  characterize  them* 
Mutual  forbearance,  respect,  and  non-interference  in  our  personal  ac- 
tion as  citizens,  and  an  enlarged  exercise  of  the  most  liberal  principles 
of  comity  in  the  public  dealings  of  State  with  State,  whether  in  le de- 
lation or  in  the  execution  of  laws,  are  the  means  to  perpetuate  that 
confidence  and  fi*aternity,  the  decay  of  which  a  mere  political  union,  on 
so  vast  a  scale,  could  not  long  survive. 

In  still  another  point  of  view,  is  an  important  practical  duty  su^ 
gested  by  this  consideration  of  the  magnitude  of  dimensions,  to  which 
our  political  system,  with  its  corresponding  machinery  of  government, 
is  so  rapidly  expanding.  With  increased  vigilance  does  it  require  us 
to  cultivate  the  cardinal  virtues  of  public  frugality  and  official  in- 
tegrity and  purity.  Public  affairs  ought  to  be  so  conducted  that  a 
settled  conviction  shall  pervade  the  entire  Union,  that  nothing  short  of 
the  highest  tone  and  standard  of  public  morality  marks  every  part  of 
the  administration  and  legislation  of  the  general  government.  Thus 
will  the  federal  system,  whatever  expansion  time  and  progress  may 
give  it,  continue  more  and  more  deeply  rooted  in  the  love  and  confidence 
of  the  people. 

That  wise  economy,  which  is  as  far  removed  from  parsimony  as 
from  corrupt  and  corrupting  extravagance, — ^that  single  regard  for  the 
public  ^ood,  which  will  frown  upon  all  attempts  to  approach  the  trea- 
sury with  insidious  projects  of  private  interest  cloaked  under  public 
pretexts, — that  sound  fiscal  administration,  which,  in  the  legislative  de- 
partment, guards  against  the  dangerous  temptations  incident  to  over- 
flowing revenue,  and,  in  the  executive,  maintains  an  unsleeping  watch- 
fulness against  the  tendency  of  all  national  expenditure  to  extrava- 
gance,— ^while  they  are  admitted  elementary  political  duties,  may,  I 
trust,  be  deemed  as  properly  adverted  to  and  urged,  in  view  of  the 
more  impressive  sense  ot  that  necessity,  which  is  directly  suggested 
by  the  considerations  now  presented. 

Since  the  adjournment  of^  Congress,  the  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  has  passed  from  the  scenes  of  earth,  without  having  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  the  station,  to  which  he  had  been  called  by  Uie  voice  of  bis 
countrymen.  Having  occupied,  almost  continuously,  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  a  seat  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  having,  by  his  singular  purity  and  wisdom,  secured  unbounded 
confidence  anduniversal  respect,  his  failing  health  was  watched  by  the 
nation  with  painful  solicitude.  His  loss  to  the  country,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  has  been  justly  regarded  as  irreparable. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1868,  the  oath 
of  office  was  administered  to  him  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  at  Ariadne 
estate,  near  Matanzas,  in  the  island  of  Cuba ;  but  his  strength  gradually 
declined,  and  was  hardly  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  home 
pi  Alabama,  where,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  most  calm 
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and  peaceful  way,  bis  long  and  eminently  useful  career  was  termi* 
nateoL 

Entertaining  unlimited  confidence  in  your  intelligent  and  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  public  interest,  and  bein^  conscious  of  no  motives  on 
my  part  which  are  not  inseparable  from  the  honor  and  advancement  of 
my  country,  I  hope  it  may  be  my  privilege  to  deserve  and  secure,  not 
only  your  cordial  co-operation  in  great  public  measures,  but  also  those 
relations  of  mutual  confidence  and  regard,  which  it  is  always  so  desi- 
rable to  cultivate  between  members  of  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  gov- 
ernment* 

FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  December  5, 1853. 


REPORT 


or 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 


DECEMBER  5,  1868. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr.  HuUemann  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Traiulatioii.] 


Austrian  Legation, 

Wcuhingtan^  August  29,  1853. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  has  been  instructed  to  address  this  official  note  to  the  honora- 
hle  Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  which  have  occur- 
red between  the  agents  of  the  two  governments  at  the  port  of  Smyrna. 

The  facts  which  came  to  pass  on  that  occasion  are  of  public  noto- 
riety, and  the  undersigned  thinks  he  may  confine  himself  m  his  com- 
ments thereon  to  the  most  prominent  points.  Our  consul-general,  Mr. 
de  Weckbecker,  exercising  the  right  ofjurisdiction  which  has  beenguax- 
trntied  by  treaties  to  the  consular  agents  of  Austria  in  the  East  relative 
to  their  countrymen,  had  caused  to  oe  arrested,  and  conveyed  on  board 
the  Austrian  brig-of-war  ''Huszar,"  the  Hungarian  refugee,  Martin 
Koszta ;  who,  residing  at  one  time  in  the  interior  at  Kutahia,  had 
left  Turkey,  in  company  with  Kossuth,  and  who,  after  having  pledged 
himself  in  writing  not  to  set  foot  again  on  Ottoman  territory,  broke  that 
jdedge  by  returmng  some  months  since  to  Smyrna.  This  arrest  gave 
cause  to  some  reclamations  which  Mr.  Offley,  United  States  consul, 
Gonjointly  with  the  commander  of  the  American  sloop-of-war  "St 
Louis,"  anchored  in  the  roads  before  Smyrna,  deemed  it  incumbent  upon 
themselves  to  address  to  Mr.  de  Weckbecker,  basing  their  demands 
upon  the  fact  that  the  aforesaid  Koszta,  having,  according  to  them, 
caused  himself  to  be  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  was  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  the  American  authorities.  Upon  this,  the  consul- 
general  of  the  Emperor,  accompanied  by  the  American  consul  and  the 
American  commander,  repaired  on  board  the  "  Huszar,"  and  these  two 
functionaries  had  it  in  their  power  to  convince  themselves,  from  the 
declarations  of  the  prisoner  himself,  that  the  latter  had  not  acquired  the 
quality  of  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  was  not  even  pro- 
vided with  an  American  passport. 

On  his  own  part,  the  charge  d'affaires  ad  interim  of  the  United  States 
01  Constantinople  addressed  a  communication,  on  the  27th  of  June,  to 
the  Imperial  Internuncio,  (minister,)  the  object  of  which  was  to  ask  for 
the  release  of  Koszta,  upon  the  plea  that  he  had  taken  some  steps  to  be 
admitted  as  an  American  citizen.  Baron  de  Bruck  replied  to  this 
request  on  the  same  day,  refusing  to  comply  with  it.  Two  days  afler, 
Mr,  Brown  returned  again  to  the  charge,  by  forwarding  to  Mr.  de  Bruck 
a  copy  of  a  declaration  purporting  to  have  been  signed  by  Koszta,  in 
New  X  ork,  on  the  31st  of^ July  last,  and  which  the  charge  d'affaires  of 
the  Union  seems  to  regard  sufficient  to  imply  the  naturalization  of  that 


26  H.  Doc    1. 

refugee  in  America.  The  Internuncio  replied  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  alter  his  determination,  as  he  could  not  consider  the  mdivid«- 
ual  in  question  as  belonging  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction  so  long  as  the  ties 
which  bound  him  to  his  country  were  not  legally  dissolved. 

The  undersigned  thinks  it  proper  to  imbody  with  the  very  text  of 
this  note  a  copy  of  the  document  above  mentioned,  which  has  served 
as  the  basis  to  all  the  extraordinary  proceedings  both  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Brown  and  that  of  the  commander  of  the  St.  Louis.    Here  it  is : 

DedanUion  made  by  Martin  Kotzta  ofalUgianu  to  the  government  of  the  United  Stateg, 

1,  Martin  Koszta,  do  decla^,  od  oath,  that  it  u  bona  fide  my  intentioii  to  become  a  citiixte 
o  the  United  Stateii  and  to  renounce  forerer  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  all  and  erery  foreign 
pfrince,  potentate,  State,  and  iOYereignty  whatever,  and  particularly  to  the  Emperor  of 
Aoitria. 
Sworn  in  open  court  thii  31tt  day  of  July,  1852,  before  me,  clerk  of  the  court,  dMs. 

(Signed)  MABTIN  KOSZTA. 

I, ,  clerk  of  the  court  of ,  being  a  court  of  record,  haying  common  law  juxi» 

diction,  and  a  clerk  and  seal,  do  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  declare 
lion  of  Mr.  Koszta  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  remaining  opened  in  my  office. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  a&ed  the  seal  of  the  said 
[l.  s.]      court  the  31st  day  of  July,  1852. 

,  Cfeii. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  representative  of  the  United  Staled 
could  have  sought  to  found  a  proof  of  the  pretended  naturalization  of 
Koszta  upon  a  document  destitute  of  all  authentic  character,  seeing  that 
the  iotm  of  legalization  which  is  affixed  to  it,  and  which  alone  coula  hai?B 
invested  it  with  that  character,  leaves  in  blank*  both  the  name  of  the 
tribunal  before  which  the  declaration  of  Koszta  must  have  been  made» 
and  the  name  of  the  clerk  who  is  supposed  to  be  the  depositary  of  the 
original  document,  and  that,  moreover,  this  pretended  legalization  has 
neither  signature  nor  official  seal  attached  to  it.  But  even  admitting 
the  authenticity  of  this  declaration;  and  supposing  that  Koszta  could* 
without  violating  the  laws  of  his  country  of  his  own  accord,  and  with- 
out any  other  formalities,  have  broken  asunder  the  ties  which  bind  him 
to  his  native  soil,  the  text  of  the  document  shows  that  the  author  of  it 
has  done  nothing  more  than  to  declare  his  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and,  with  that  object  in  view,  of  renouncing  hia 
rights  of  nationality  in  the  States  of  the  Emperor. 

A  few  days  later,  a  new  and  lamentable  episode  occurred  to  aggra* 
vate  the  question.  On  the  morning  of  the  2a  of  July,  the  commander 
of  the  American  sloop-of-war  "St  Louis,"  Mr.  Ingraham,  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  ''Huszar,"  to  the  effect  that*  in 
pursuance  of  instructions  received  from  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the 
United  States  at  Constantinople,  he  had  to  call  upon  him  to  deliver  the 
aforesaid  Koszta  into  his  hands;  adding  that  if  he  did  not  receive  a  sat* 
isfactory  answer  by  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  should  cause  tfaB 
prisoner  to  be  taken  away  by  main  force.    As  it  was  reasonable  to  ex* 

Eect,  our  commander,  instead  of  complying  with  this  request,  prepared 
imself  to  repulse  force  by  force ;  cmd  when,  at  the  hour  designated^ 
the  American  commander,  getting  ready  to  carry  out  his  threat,  ranged 
himself  alongside  our  vessel  and  Drought  his  guns  to  bear  upon  the  ux^ 

■■■     m»»  ■■  ■11.,  .  ,  ..  I    ,      ii>ip  ■      ■ 

*  lihenl-HBikes  no  oMAtiofi  of  either  tnnaklor. 
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penal  brig,  and  was  about  to  cany  matters  to  the  last  extremity,  our 
orave  sailors,  although  much  inferior  in  numbers,  were  determined  tt> 
oppose  a  vigorous  resistance  to  the  act  of  aggression  which  was  on  the 
pomt  of  being  consummated  in  the  neutral  port  of  Smyrna,  and  on  the 
part  of  a  vessel-of-war  belonging  to  a  power  with  which  Austria  was 
at  peace.  Our  consul-general  only  succeeded  in  preventing  this  bloody 
catastrophe,  which  would  probably  have  ended  in  the  destruction  df 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  town  of  Smyrna,  and  of  vessels  of  all  na- 
tions in  the  harbor,  by  consenting  that  Koszta  should  temporarily,  and 
until  the  setttement  of  the  difficulties  of  which  he  was  the  subject,  be 
confided  to  the  custody  of  the  consul-general  of  France,  at  Smyrna. 

The  return  of  Mr.  Marsh  to  Constantinople  a  few  days  after  these 
events  brought  on  a  discussion,  between  himself  and  our  Internuncio, 
of  the  question  whether  Martin  Koszta  was  to  be  considered  as  an 
Austrian  subject  or  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Although  still 
ignorant  of  this  discussion,  the  imperial  government  has  come  to  the 
determination  not  to  delay  any  longer  addressing  itself  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  through  my  instrumentality.  There  are  two 
distinct  questions  involved  in  this  discussion.  One  is  the  main  questicm 
relating  to  the  dispute  about  the  rights  of  jurisdiction  which  has  risen 
between  the  legations  of  Austria  and  of  the  United  States  at  Constan- 
tinople, concerning  Koszta ;  the  other  question,  at  least  fully  as  im- 
portant, is  that  which  has  reference  to  those  formalities  in  virtue  of 
which  die  agents  of  the  United  States  have  deemed  themselves  author- 
ized in  urging  their  pretensions. 

Witb  regard  to  the  first  of  these  two  questions,  treated  in  the 
correspondeDce  which  has  taken  place  on  the  subject  between  the 
Internuncio  and  the  charge  d'affaires  ad  itUerim  of  the  United  States 
in  Turkey,  the  imperial  government  adopts  entirely  the  views  of 
Baioa  de  Bruck.  In  our  opinion,  Koszta  has  never  ceased  to  be  an 
Austrian  sulgect.  Everything  combines  to  make  the  imperial  govern- 
ment persist  in  this  estimate  of  the  matter.  The  laws  of  his  country  are 
opposed  to  Koszta's  breaking  asunder  of  bis  own  accord,  and  without 
Iiaving  obtained  permission  to  expatriate  himself  from  the  authorities  of 
that  country,  the  ties  of  nationality  which  bind  him  to  it.  The  very 
declaration  of  that  reiugee  on  board  the  "Huszar,"  in  the  presence  of 
die  American  consul  and  of  the  commander  of  the  ^*  St.  Louis,"  shows 
that  he  still  ccHisiders  himself  as  a  subject  of  the  Emperor.  In  short, 
even  according  to  terms  of  the  law  of  the  Union,  such  a  declaration, 
supposed  to  have  been  simed  by  Koszta,  and  irom  which  Mr.  Brown 
has  pretended  to  infer  hts  naturalization  in  the  United  States,  is  not 
sufficient  to  produce  that  effect.  The  undersigned  thinks  he  may  dis- 
pense entering  into  any  further  details  in  regard  to  this  question, 
seeing  that  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States  constantly 
refuses  to  grant  passports  to  individuals  who  find  themselves  in  this 
category,  and  that  omcial  publications  have  been  made  from  time  ID 
time  to  that  eflbct. 

As  there  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  concerning  the  question  of 
nationality,  the  consul-general  of  the  Emperor  at  Smyrna  was  without 
doubt  perfectly  justified,  when,  in  virtue  of  those  treaties,  which  sub^ 
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ject  Austrian  subjeots  in  Turkey  to  consular  jurisdiction,  he  seized  tbe 
person  of  Koszta  within  the  pale  of  his  jurisdiction. 

Such  being  the  case,  the  imperial  government  trusts  that  the  cov^ 
emment  of  the  United  States  will  hasten  to  instruct  its  consul  at 
Smyrna  not  to  interpose  any  obstacle  to  the  extradition  of  the  aforesaid 
Koszta  by  the  consul-general  of  France  to  the  consul-general  of  Au^ 
tria  at  Smyrna. 

But,  apart  from  this  question  of  jurisdiction,  it  is  especially  the  mode 
adopted  by  the  functionaries  of  the  United  States,  m  order  to  settle 
the  matter,  which  has  given  the  imperial  government  the  most  legiti- 
mate grounds  of  complaint. 

The  act  of  violence  which  the  commander  of  the  sloop-ot  war  "  St. 
Louis"  committed  against  the  Austrian  brig  "  Huszar" — ^that  real  act 
of  war,  committed  in  fall  peace,  in  a  neutral  port,  the  fatal  effects  of 
which  were  only  averted  by  the  prudence  and  moderation  of  our  con- 
sul-general at  Smyrna — constitutes  an  outrage  upon  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations;  and  the  imperial  government  has  no  doubt  but 
that  this  act,  viewed  in  such  light,  will  have  been  condemned  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  said  government  being  itself  inte- 
rested in  preventing  the  repetition  of  similar  occurrences. 

The  events  of  the  second  of  July  at  Smyrna  present  in  a  two-fold 
point  of  view  a  serious  deviation  from  the  rules  of  international  law. 

1st.  The  commander  of  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  "  St.  Louis** 
tlureatened  that  the  brig  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apostolic  Majesty, 
the  ^^Huszar,"  with  a  hostile  attack,  by  bringing  his  guns  to  bear  upoa 
the  latter,  and  by  announcing,  in  writmg,  that  if  a  certain  individual 
detained  on  board,  whose  nationality  was  being  discussed  between  the 
Qgents  of  the  two  governments,  was  not  delivered  over  to  him  at  a 
stated  hour,  he  would  go  and  take  him  by  main  force. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  threat  of  attacking,  by  main 
force,  a  vessel-of-war  belonging  to  the  military  marine  of  a  sovereign 
State  whose  flag  she  carries,  is  nothing  else  than  a  threat  of  an  act  of 
War.  Now,  the  right  of  making  war  is  necessarily,  and  from  the  very 
nature  of  that  right,  inherent  in  the  sovereign  power. 

"A  right  of  80  momentous  a  nature,"  sayi  Vattel,  (Law  of  Nations,  vol.  2,  book  3,  chap.  1« 
$  4,)  "the  right  of  judging  whether  the  nation  has  real  grounds  of  complaint;  whether  she 
ts  authorized  to  employ  forces  and  justifiable  in  taking  up  arms ;  whether  prudence  will  admit 
of  such  a  step,  and  whether  the  welfsure  of  the  State  requires  it— that  right,  I  say,  earn  heUmg 
aniy  to  the  body  of  the  natioUf  or  to  the  sovereign^  her  representative.  It  is  doubtless  one  of  those 
rights  without  which  there  can  be  no  salutary  gotoemment,  and  which  are  therefore  called  rightg 
qf  majesty." 

The  founders  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States  fully  recognised^ 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Union,  the  rights  reserved  to  the  sovereign 
power.  The  articles  of  perpetual  confederacy  and  union  between  tJbe 
States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  &c.,  of  1778,  contain  already 
the  following  stipulation,  (IX,  ^  1 :) 

'*  The  right  of  declaring  war  and  to  make  peace  shall  belong  solely  and  exeloslYely  to  tlie 
Congress  of  the  United  States." 

This  basis  of  the  public  law  of  the  United  States  was  preserved  and 
sanctioned  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  of  1787,  which  re- 
serves the  power  of  declaring  war  explicitly  to  Congress,  (section  VUL) 
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Upon  this  point  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  harmonizes 
perfectly  with  the  public  law  of  Europe. 

But  this  right,  reserved  to  the  supreme  power  of  each  country, 
would  become  illusory  and  null,  if  commanders  of  naval  forces  or 
others  were  to  be  explicitly  or  tacidy  authorized  to  undertake,  either 
(rf  their  own  accord,  or  upon  the  order  or  with  the  consent  of  a 
diplomatic  or  consular  agent,  to  commit  acts  of  aggression  and  of  war 
against  the  vessels  or  the  troops  of  another  nation,  without  special  in- 
structions from  the  supreme  authority  of  their  own  country,  notified  in 
the  forms  prescribed  by  the  law  of  nations. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  regular  governments  of  the  civilized  world 
can  wish  to  expose  their  authority,  as  well  as  general  peace,  to  the 
hazards  of  hostilities  commenced  without  their  knowledge,  and  without 
special  authority  from  the  sovereign  power,  by  such  or  such  function- 
aiy  in  a  foreign  land. 

2dly.  This  act  of  hostility  has  been  committed  in  a  neutral  port  of  a 
power  friendly  to  both  nations. 

Certainly,  if  there  be  one  point  of  maritime  and  international  law 
which  is  clearly  and  positively  defined,  and  which  has  been  adopted 
by  all  the  powers  of  the  world,  it  is  the  inviolability  of  neutral  ports, 
the  absclute  prohibition  from  committing,  in  such  ports,  acts  of  war  and 
of  violence,  even  against  the  enemy  with  whom  we  are  at  open  war. 
Modem  history  furnishes  but  few  examples  of  cases  of  this  kind.  One 
of  these  rare  instances  is  the  attack  upon  the  Dutch  East  India  fleet, 
which  had  taken  shelter  in  the  port  of  Bergne,  in  Norway,  by  the  admi- 
ral commanding  the  forces  of  the  enemy;  and  although  that  attack 
was  repulsed  by  the  guns  of  the  fort  of  that  neutral  port,  Vattel — an 
authority  universally  recognised  in  matters  relating  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions—does, nevertheless,  accuse  the  neutral  power  (Denmark)  of 
having  complained  in  too  faint  a  voice  of  an  undertaking  so  injurious  to 
her  dignity  and  to  her  rights. 

In  order  the  belter  to  establish  the  concurrence  of  all  nations,  and 
the  unanimity  of  all  expounders  of  civil  law  on  this  question,  we  can 
quote  the  authority  of  an  American  statesman.  The  following  is  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Henry  Wheaton :  "  The  rights  of  war,"  says  he,  (Ele- 
ments of  International  Law,  part  IV,  chap.  Ill,  §  7,)  "can  be  exercised 
only  within  the  territory  of  the  belligerent  powers,  upon  the  high  seas, 
(T  m  a  territory  belonging  to  no  one.  Hence  it  follows  that  hostilities 
cannot  lawfully  be  exercised  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
neutral  State,  which  is  the  common  friend  of  both  parties."  Then, 
%  9:  "Not  only  are  all  captures  made  by  the  belligerent  cruisers 
within  the  limits  of  this  jurisdiction  absolutely  illegal  and  void,  but 
captures  made  by  armed  vessels  stationed  in  a  bay  or  river,  or  in  the 
mouth  of  a  river,  or  in  the  harbor  of  a  neutral  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  the  rights  of  war  from  this  station*  are  also  invalid.  Thus, 
where  a  British  privateer  stationed  itself  within  the  river  Mississippi, 
in  the  neutral  territory  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  exer- 
cising the  right  of  war  from  the  river,  by  standing  off  and  on,  obtaining 
information  at  the  Balize,  and  overhaulmg  vessels  in  their  course  down 
the  river,  and  made  the  capture  in  question  within  three  English  miles 
of  the  alluvial  islands  formed  at  its  mouth,  restitution  of  the  captured 
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vessel  was  decreed  by  Sir  W.  Scott.  So,  also,  where  a  belligerent 
ship,  lying  within  neutral  territory,  made  a  capture  with  her  boats  out 
of  the  neutral  territory,  the  capture  was  held  to  be  invalid;  for  though 
the  hostile  force  employed  was  applied  to  the  captured  vessel  lying  out 
of  the  territory,  yet  no  such  use  of  a  neutral  territory  for  the  purpose  of 
war  is  to  be  permitted." 

If  all  hostility  against  an  enemy  declared  to  be  within  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  a  neutral  State,  which  has  friendly  relations  with  both 
parties,  is  severely  condemned  by  all  writers  on  international  law ;  if 
captures  made  by  belligerent  cruisers  in  the  bays  of  a  neutral  State,  or 
even  by  the  boats  of  the  vessels  stationed  there  out  of  that  territory^  are 
null  and  illegal,  according  to  the  law  of  the  United  States  and  the  de- 
crees of  the  maritime  courts  of  Great  Britain,  an  attack  upon  a  vessel 
belonging  to  a  friendly  power  in  a  neutral  port  would  deserve  to  be 
censured  in  still  more  severe  terms. 

The  history  of  maritime  wars  at  the  period  of  the  French  revolution 
furnishes  abundant  proofs  of  the  very  particular  jealousy  with  which 
the  government  of  the  United  States  maintained  the  rights  of  neutrals; 
and  the  undersigned  would  cite  some  celebrated  cases,  in  which  the 
first  statesmen  of  the  Union,  the  most  distinguished  predecessors  of  Mr. 
Marcy  in  the  high  position  which  he  fiUs,  have  defended  the  absolute 
inviolability  of  neutral  ports,  by  means  of  most  elaborate  arguments. 
But  as  the  undersigned  is  fully  persuaded  that  the  same  doctrines  will 
serve  as  guides  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  the  present 
occasion,  he  confines  himself  to  this  slight  allusion  to  those  principles 
which  were  formerly  maintained,  and  very  recently  supported  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  rignts  of  neutrals, 
and  more  especially  in  regard  to  the  inviolability  of  neutral  ports. 

The  imperial  government  entertains  too  high  an  opinion  oi  the  sense 
cf  justice  and  of  integrity  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
doubt  for  a  single  instant  its  anxiety  to  disavow  the  conduct  of  its 
agents,  under  the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  and  that  it  will 
hasten  to  call  them  to  a  severe  account,  and  tender  to  Austria  a  satis- 
faction proportionate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  outrage. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

HULSEMANN. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  cf  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Huhemaam. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  September  26,  1853. 

The  President  has  carefiiUy  considered  the  note  of  Mr.  Hulsemann, 
charge  d'affaires  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  of  the  89th 
ultimo,  addressed  to  this  department,  and  the  other  documents  relative 
to  the  much-regretted  occurrences  at  Smyrna  in  June  and  July  last, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  complaints  therein  prefened 
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against  the  American  oflScers  engaged  in  that  aflbir,  and  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  giving  such  satis&ction  as  Austria  might  be  entitled  to  receive 
in  case  he  should  find  that  these  officers  had  not  duly  respected  her 
rights. 

Though  differing  very  much  from  the  views  presented  by  Mr.  Hulse* 
mann  on  behalf  of  his  government,  the  President  still  indulges  the  hope 
that  the  exposition  of  the  principal  reasons  on  which  his  own  conclusions 
are  founded  will  induce  his  Majesty's  government  to  look  at  the  trans- 
action in  a  different  light  from  that  in  which  it  is  presented  by  that 
government. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  present  these  reasons  to  Mr. 
Hulsemann,  and  he  will  fail  in  his  intention  if,  in  performing  this  duty, 
he  does  not  dvince  a  friendly  spirit,  and  avoid,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done 
without  impairing  the  full  strength  of  the  case,  the  introduction  of  topics 
to  which  either  Mr.  Hulsemann  or  bis  government  can  take  exception. 

To  bring  out  conspicuously  the  questions  to  be  passed  upon,  it  seems 
to  the  undersigned  tnat  the  facts  should  be  more  fully  and  clearly  stated 
than  they  are  in  Mr.  Hulsemann's  note. 

Martin  Koszta,  by  birth  a  Hungarian,  and  of  course  an  Austrian 
subject  at  that  time,  took  an  open  and  active  part  in  the  political  move- 
m^it  of  1848— '49,  designed  to  detach  Hungary  from  ttie  dominion  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria.  At  the  close  of  that  disastrous  revolutionary 
movement,  Koszta,  with  many  others  engaged  in  the  same  cause,  fled 
from  the  Austrian  dominions,  and  took  refuge  in  Turkey.  The  extra- 
dition of  these  fugitives,  Koszta  among  them,  was  demanded  and 
pressed  with  great  vigor  by  Austria,  but  firmly  resisted  by  the  Turkish 
government.  They  were,  however,  confined  at  Kutahia,  but  at  length 
released,  with  the  understanding  or  by  express  agreement  of  Austria 
that  they  should  leave  Turkey  and  go  into  foreign  parts.  Most  of 
them,  it  is  believed,  before  they  obtained  their  release,  indicated  the 
United  States  as  the  country  of  their  exile.  It  is  alleged  that  Koszta 
left  Turkey  in  company  with  Kossuth — this  is  believed  to  be  a  mistake ; 
and  that  he  engaged  never  to  rutum — ^this  is  regarded  as  doubtful.  To 
this  sentence  of  banishment — for  such  is  the  true  character  of  their 
expulsion  from  Turkey — ^Austria  gave  her  consent ;  in  truth,  it  was  the 
result  of  her  efforts  to  procure  their  extradition,  and  was  accepted  by 
her  as  a  substitute  for  it.  She  had  agents  or  commissioners  at  Kutahia 
to  attend  to  their  embarkation,  and  to  her  the  legal  consequences  of 
this  act  are  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  done  directly,  by  herself,  and 
not  by  the  agency  of  the  Ottoman  Porte.  Koszta  came  to  the  United 
States  and  selected  this  country  for  his  future  home. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  1862,  he  made  a  declaration,  under  oath,  before 
a  proper  tribunal,  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  renounce  all  allegiance  to  any  other  State  or  sovereign. 

After  remaining  here  one  year  and  eleven  months,  he  returned,  on 
account,  as  is  alleged,  of  private  business  of  a  temporary  character, 
to  Turkey  in  an  American  vessel,  claimed  the  rights  of  a  naturalized 
American  citizen,  and  offered  to  place  himself  under  the  protection  of 
the  United  States  consul  at  Smyrna*  The  consul  at  first  hesitated  to 
recognise  and  receive  him  as  such ;  but  afterwards,  and  some  time 
before  his.  seizure,  he,  and  the  American  charge  d'a&ires  ad  isUerim  at 
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Constantinople,  did  extend  protection  to  him,  and  furnished  him  with 
a  tezkereh — a  kind  of  passport  or  letter  of  safe-conduct,  usually  given 
by  foreign  consuls  in  Turkey  to  persons  to  whom  they  extend  proteo- 
tion,  as  by  Turkish  laws  they  have  a  right  to  do.  It  is  important  CD 
observe  that  there  is  no  exception  taken  to  his  conduct  after  nis  return 
to  Turkey,  and  that  Austria  has  not  alleged  that  he  was  there  for  any 
political  object,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  transaction  of  private 
business.  While  waiting,  as  is  aUeged,  for  an  opportunity  to  return  to 
the  United  States,  he  was  seized  by  a  band  of  lawless  men — freely, 

Eerhaps  harshly,  characterized  in  the  despatches  as  "ruflSans,**  "Greek 
irelings,"  "robbers" — ^who  had  not,  nor  did  they  pretend  to  have,  any 
color  of  authority  emanating  from  Turkey  or  Austria,  treated  with 
violence  and  cruelty,  and  thrown  into  the  sea.  Immediately  thereafter 
he  was  taken  up  by  a  boat's  crew,  lying  in  wait  for  him,  belonging  to 
the  Austrian  bng-of-war  the  Huszar,  forced  on  board  of  that  vessel, 
and  there  confined  in  irons.  It  is  now  avowed,  as  it  was  then  sus- 
pected, that  these  desperadoes  were  instigated  to  this  outrage  by  the 
Austrian  consul-general  at  Smyrna ;  but  it  is  not  pretended  that  he 
acted  under  the  civil  authority  of  Turkey,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
admitted  that,  on  application  to  the  Turkish  governor  at  Smyrna,  that 
magistrate  refused  to  grant  the  Austrian  consul  any  authority  to  arrest 
Koszta. 

The  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Smyrna,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of 
the  seizurfi  of  Koszta,  and  the  charge  d'af&iires  of  the  United  States  ad 
interim  at  Constantinople,  afterwards  interceded  with  the  Turkish 
authorities,  with  the  Austrian  consul-general  at  Smyrna,  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  Austrian  brig-of-war,  for  his  release,  on  the  ground  of 
his  American  nationality.  To  support  this  claim,  Koszta's  original  cer- 
tificate of  having  made,  under  oath,  in  a  court  in  New  York,  a  declara^ 
tion  of  int(^ntion  to  become  an  American  citizen,  was  produced  at 
Smyrna,  and  an  imperfect  copy  of  it  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  impe- 
rial Austrian  Internuncio  at  Constantinople.  The  application  to  these 
officers  at  Smyrna  for  his  Uberation,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Brown,  our 
charge  d'affaires,  to  Baron  de  Bruck,  the  Austrian  minister  at  Constan- 
tinople, was  fruitless,  and  it  became  notorious  at  Smyrna  that  there 
was  a  settled  design  on  the  part  of  the  Austricm  officials  to  convey  him 
clandestinely  to  Trieste— a  city  within  the  dominion  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria.  Opportunely,  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  the  St.  Louis, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Ingraham,  arrived  in  the  harbor  of 
Smyrna  before  this  design  was  executed.  The  commander  of  the  St, 
Louis,  from  the  representation  of  the  case  made  to  him,  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty,  as  it  unquestionably  was,  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  Koszta's 
claim  to  American  protection.  He  proceeded  with  deliberation  and 
prudence,  and  discovered  what  he  considered  just  grounds  for  inquiring 
mto  Koszta's  claim  to  be  discharged  on  account  of  his  American 
nationality.  During  the  pendency  of  this  inquiry,  he  received  notice 
of  the  design  to  take  Koszta  clandestinely,  before  the  question  at  issue 
was  settled,  into  the  dominions  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  As  there 
was  other  evidence  of  bad  faith  besides  the  discovered  design  of  evading 
the  inquiry.  Captain  Ingraham  demanded  his  release,  and  intimatea 
that  he  should  resort  to  force  if  the  demand  was  not  complied  with 
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by  a  certain  hour.  Fortunately,  however,  no  force  was  used.  An 
arrangement  was  made  by  which  the  prisoner  was  delivered  to  the 
custody  of  the  French  consul-general,  to  be  kept  by  him  until  the 
United  States  and  Austria  should  agree  as  to  the  manner  of  disposing 
of  him. 

This  full  statement  of  the  facts  is  deemed  important,  as  it  will  cor- 
rect some  errors,  and  aid  in  presenting  with  more  distinctness  the  ques- 
tions to  be  discussed.  • 

The  undersigned  will  now  proceed  to  present  ^he  views  of  the  Pres- 
ident upon  this  transaction,  and  his  reply  to  these  several  demands. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  demands  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  shall  direct  Koszta  to  be  delivered  to  him ;  that  it  shall  disavow 
the  conduct  of  the  American  agents  in  this  affair,  call  them  to  a  severe 
account,  and  tender  satisfaction  proportionate  to  the  outrage. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  just  conclusions,  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  and 
clearly  define  Koszta's  political  relation  with  Austria  and  with  the 
United  States  when  he  was  seized  at  Smyrna.  This  is  the  first  point 
which  naturally  presents  itself  for  consideration,  and  perhaps  the  most 
important  one  in  its  bearings  upon  the  merits  of  the  case. 

There  is  great  diversity  and  much  confusion  of  opinion  as  to  the 
nature  and  obligations  of  allemance.  By  some  it  is  held  to  be  an  in- 
destructible political  tie,  and  though  resulting  from  the  mere  accident 
of  birth,  yet  forever  binding  the  subject  to  the  sovereign;  by  others  it 
is  considered  a  pohtical  connexion  in  the  nature  of  a  civil  contract,  dis- 
soluble by  mutual  consent,  but  not  so  at  the  option  of  either  party. 
The  sounder  and  more  prevalent  doctrine,  however,  is,  that  the  citizen 
or  subject,  having  faithfully  performed  the  past  and  present  duties  re- 
sultin£[  fi-om  his  relation  to  the  sovereign  power,  may  at  any  time  release 
himself  from  the  obligation  of  allegiance,  fi*eely  quit  the  land  of  his 
birth  or  adoption,  seek  through  all  countries  a  home,  and  select  any- 
where that  which  offers  him  the  fairest  prospect  of  happiness  for  him- 
self and  his  posterity.  When  the  sovereign  power,  wheresoever  it  may 
be  placed,  does  not  answer  the  ends  for  which  it  is  bestowed,  when  it 
is  not  exerted  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  people,  or  has  become*op- 
pressive  to  individuals,  this  right  to  withdraw  rests  on  as  firm  a  basis, 
and  is  similar  in  principle  to  the  right  which  legitimates  resistance  to 
tyranny. 

The  conflicting  laws  on  the  subject  of  allegiance  are  of  a  municipal 
character,  and  have  no  controlling  operation  beyond  the  territorial  hm- 
its  of  the  countries  enacting  them.  All  uncertainty  as  well  as  confu-- 
dion  on  this  subject  is  avoided  by  giving  due  consideration  to  the  fact, 
that  the  parties  to  the  question  now  under  consideration  are  two  inde-^ 
pendent  nations,  and  that  neither  has  the  right  to  appeal  to  its  own 
municipal  laws  for  the  rules  to  settle  the  matter  in  dispute,  which  oc- 
curred within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  third  independent  power* 

Neither  Austrian  decrees  nor  American  laws  can  be  properly  in** 
voked  for  aid  or  direction  in  this  case,  but  internatioaal  law  lurnishes 
the  rules  for  a  correct  decision,  and  by  the  light  irom  this  source  shed: 
upon  the  transaction  at  Smyrna  are  its  true  features  to  be  discerned. 

Koszta  being  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Austria,  her  laws  were 
entirely  inoperative  in  his  case,  unless  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  has  con^ 
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sented  to  give  them  vigor  within  hig  dominions  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions. The  law  of  nations  has  rules  of  its  own  on  the  subject  of  allegi- 
ance, and  disregards,  generally,  all  restrictions  imposed  upon  it  by 
municipal  codes. 

This  is  rendered  most  evident  by  the  proceedings  of  independent 
States  in  relation  to  extradition.  No  State  can  demand  from  any 
other,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  surrender  of  a  native-born  or  natural- 
ized citizen  or  subject,  an  emigrant,  or  even  a  fugitive  from  justice, 
unless  the  demand  is  authorized  by  express  treaty  stipulation.  Inter- 
national law  allows  no  such  claim,  though  comity  may  sometimes  yield 
what  right  withholds.  To  surrender  pohtical  offenders  (and  in  this 
class  Austria  places  Koszta)  is  not  a  duty ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  com- 
pliance with  such  a  demand  would  be  considered  a  dishonorable 
subserviency  to  a  foreign  power,  and  an  act  meriting  the  reprobation 
of  mankind.  As  rendering  needless  all  further  argument  on  this  point, 
the  undersigned  will  recall  to  Mr.  Hulsemann's  recollection  what  took 
place  in  1849  and  1850,  in  relation  to  the  reclamation  of  Polish  refugees 
m  Turkey  by  Russia,  and  of  Hungarian  refugees  (of  whom  Koszta  was 
one)  by  Austria.  This  demand  was  made  in  concert,  as  it  were,  by 
two  powerful  sovereigns,  while  their  triumphant  armies,  which  had 
just  put  an  end  to  the  revolutionary  movements  in  Hungary,  stood 
upon  the  borders  of  Turkey,  with  power  to  erase  her  name  from  the 
list  of  nations.  She  might  well  apprehend  for  herself,  as  the  nations 
of  Western  Europe  apprehended  for  her,  that  a  refusal  in  her  critical 
condition  would  put  m  jeopardy  her  existence  as  an  independent 
power ;  but  she  did  refuse,  and  the  civilized  world  justified  and  com- 
mended the  act.  Both  Austria  and  Russia  placed  their  respective 
demands  on  higher  grounds  than  a  right  of  extradition  under  tne  law 
of  nations ;  thev  attempted  to  strengthen  their  claim  by  founding  it 
upon  the  obligations  of  existing  treaties — ^the  same,  undoubtedly,  that  are 
now  urged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  United  States.  Russia  and 
Austria,  however,  both  submitted  to  the  refusal,  and  never  presumed 
to  impute  to  Turkey  the  act  of  refusal  as  a  breach  of  her  duty,  or  a 
violation  of  their  rights. 

To  show  that  the  very  same  claims  to  rights  now  set  up  in  this  case 
were  overruled  and  repudiated  in  1849  and  1850,  the  undersigned  will 
refer  to  the  cotemporaneous  views  of  eminent  statesmen  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Sultan  in  refusing  to  surrender,  on  the  demand  of 
Austria  and  Russia,  the  Hungarian  and  Polish  refugees,  who  were 
claimed  by  these  powers  as  rebels  and  traitors. 

Sir  Stratford  Canning,  the  British  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  en- 
tirely approved  of  the  Sultan's  course  on  that  occasion;  indeed,  he  ad- 
vised it  In  a  letter  to  his  government,  dated  the  Sd  of  September, 
1849,  he  says:  *'On  grounds  of  humanity,  not  unmixed  with  consid- 
erations as  afiecting  the  Porte's  character  and  future  policy,  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  advise  a  decided  resistance  to  the  demand  of  extradition*'* 
From  another  letter  of  this  ambassador,  dated  the  17th  of  December, 
commenting  on  and  commending  the  courageous  firmness  of  the  Sultan 
in  refusing  the  demand  of  these  powerful  Emperors  for  the  surrender 
of  these  fugitives,  on  the  same  pretence  as  now  set  up  by  one  of  them 
to  justify  the  seizure  of  Koszta,  this  extract  is  taken : 
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"AUow  me  to  add,  mj  lord,  that  in  proportion  aa  I  admire  the  eonrageona  firmness  with 
which  the  Sultan  and  his  government  have  determined  to  make  this  stand  in  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity and  of  the  rights  of  honor  and  dignity,  against  a  demand  alike  objectionable  in  sub- 
stance and  in  form,  I  feel  a  deepening  anxiety  for  the  result  of  their  resistance,  and  for  the 
degree  of  support  which  her  Majesty's  government  and  that  of  France  may  find  themselTos  at 
liberty  to  affi>rd,  not  only  in  the  first  instance,  but  in  still  graver  circumstances,  should  the 
present  partial  rupture  unfi>rtunately  assume  a  more  serious  and  menacing  character." 

In  these  views  the  French  minister  resident  at  Constantinople  fully 
axKcurred,  and  so  did  the  British  and  French  gdvernments;  and  both 
were  prepared  to  espouse  the  cause  of  Turkey  if  her  humane  and 
honorable  course  in  refusing  these  unwarrantable  demands  had  pro- 
voked the  resentment  and  brought  down  upon  her  the  hostiUties  of  these 
mighty  potentates.  The  opinions  of  other  distinguished  men,  approv- 
ing of  the  decision  of  the  Emperor  of  Turkey  in  refusing  to  surrender 
the  Polish  and  Hungarian  refugees,  both  on  the  ground  of  humanity 
and  right,  have  &llen  under  the  notice  of  the  undersigned,  but  he  has 
forborne  to  quote  them  on  account  of  the  unworthy  motive  ascribed 
therein  to  the  powers  making  the  demand,  and  the  harsh  epithets  by 
which  their  conduct  is  characterized. 

It  is  an  incident  of  great  significance,  and  bearing  authoritatively 
upon  some  of  the  most  important  questions  now  raised,  that  the  case 
of  Koszta  (for  he  was  one  of  the  Hungarian  refugees  then  demanded) 
was  fully  discussed  in  1849,  not  only  by  the  parties,  but  throughout 
Europe,  and  decided  against  the  right  of  Austria  to  require  his  extra- 
dition, either  under  the  law  of  nations  or  by  existing  treaty  stipula- 
tions. This  decision  deeply  interested  not  only  rulers  and  statesmen, 
but  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  every  country.  They  investigated 
its  merits,  admitted  its  justice,  and  commended  the  firmness  and 
humanity  of  the  Sultan  for  his  course. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  claim  for  the  surrender  of  Koszta  and 
his  companions,  so  fully  considered  then  and  so  signally  overruled, 
should  be  again  revivea  by  Austria  under  circumstances  which  make 
the  United  States  a  reluctant  party  in  the  controversy.  The  claim  has 
been  repudiated  by  the  general  judgment  of  Europe,  and  this  govern- 
ment is  unable  to  discover  any  sufficient  reason  for  dissenting  from  that 
deci^on. 

Austria  appears  to  have  been  aware  that  her  right  to  seize  Koszta 
could  not  be  sustained  by  international  law,  and  she  has  attempted  to 
derive  it  from  certain  treaties,  or  "  ancient  capitulations  by  treaty  and 
usage."  The  very  slight  and  inexplicit  manner  in  which  this  authority 
is  adverted  to  in  Mr.  HuUemann's  note  apparently  indicates,  if  not  a 
want  of  confidence  in  it,  at  least  a  desire  not  to  have  it  scrutinized.  If 
there  really  was  such  an  authority,  and  it  was  of  such  an  extraordinary 
character  as  it  is  assumed  to  be,  it  would  have  constituted,  as  Austria 
must  have  clearly  seen,  the  main  strength  of  her  case,  and  she  would 
not  have  referred  to  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  very  existence 
of  it  open  to  doubt  or  question.  The  paragraph  referring  to  it  is  the* 
foQowing: 

'*Aa  there  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  concerning  the  question  of  nationality,  the  ooniul- 
gOMral  of  the  Emperor  at  Smyrna  wai  without  doubt  perfectly  Juitified  when,  in  Tirtue  of 
thote  trealiea  which  ralject  Austrian  aubjects  in  Turkey  to  oonauUur  jurisdiction,  he  seiaed 
Ihe  perKMi  of  Kosita  wiliin  the  pale  of  his  jurisdiction." 
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If  there  be  such*  treaties  conferring  such  a  power,  with  such  extraor- 
dinary means  of  enforcing  it,  strange  indeed  it  is  that  more  prominence 
is  not  given  to  the  fact  in  Mr.  Hulsemann's  communication.  Why  are 
the  dates  of  these  treaties  withheld?  What  is  still  more  important, 
why  is  not  the  language  conveying  this  authority  quoted  ?  The  under- 
signed is  constrained,  for  reasons  he  will  briefly  assign,  to  question  the 
accuracy  of  the  interpretation  which  derives  the  right  claimed  in  the 
above  paragraph  from  any  existing  treaty  between  Austria  and  the  Ot- 
toman Porte. 

The  Austrian  Internuncio  at  Constantinople,  in  a  conference  with 
Mr.  Marsh,  the  American  minister  resident,  spoke  of  such  a  right  as 
derived  from  "  ancient  capitulations  by  treaty  and  usage."  It  is  not 
shown  or  alleged  that  new  treaty  stipulations  since  1849  have  been  en- 
tered into  by  Turkey  and  Austria*  The  "  ancient  capitulations"  were 
relied  on  to  support  the  demand  in  that  year  for  the  surrender  of  the 
Hungarian  reftigees ;  they  were  scrutinized,  and  no  such  authority  as 
is  now  claimed  was  found  in  them.  The  French  and  English  mmis- 
ters  at  Constantinople,  who  advised  and  sustained  the  Sultan  in  resist- 
ing the  demand  of  Austria  for  their  extradition,  would  not  have  given 
such  advice  if  they  could  have  found  in  existing  treaties  any  authority 
for  that  demand,  or  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Sultan  to  yield  to  it* 
Lord  Palmerston,  then  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  carefully  examined  these  treaties,  and  ex- 
pressed his  conclusions  thereon  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Stratford  Canning, 
dated  24th  September,  1849.  In  this  letter,  which  contained  an  ex- 
tract from  one  of  these  treaties — ^that  of  Belgrade — and  referred  to  the 
claims  of  Austria  founded  on  them,  for  the  surrender  of  these  refugees, 
he  says :  "  The  utmost  that  could  be  demanded  would  be  that  they  [the 
refugees]  should  not  be  allowed  to  reside  permanently  in  the  Turkish 
empire." 

Coming  down  to  a  later  period — to  the  very  transaction  at  Smyrna — 
abundant  reasons  are  found  for  denying  that  Turkey  was  then  under 
any  treaty  obligation  to  deliver  Koszta  to  Austria,  or  that  her  consul- 
general  had  authority  to  seize  him.  On  this  subject  it  is  allowable  to 
resort  to  the  declarations  of  the  public  men  of  the  Porte  as  evidence  in 
regard  to  an  issue  of  this  kind.  Their  explicit  denial  may  be  fairly 
considered  as  equivalent  to  Austria's  affirmation  without  proof,  where 
proof,  if  it  existed,  could  be  so  easily  adduced. 

In  a  despatch  to  this  government  of  the  4th  of  August,  1863,  Mr. 
Marsh,  the  American  minister  resident  at  Constantinople,  says  : 

"  I  have  had  several  coDYenations  on  this  subject  with  the  MiDister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and 
with  Aali  Pacha,  goyemor  of  Smyrna,  at  the  time  the  aflhir  took  place.  These  distinguished 
persons  are  very  fiur  from  expressing  any  dissatisfaction  with  the  coarse  panned  by  as.  They 
sustain  the  view  the  legation  has  taken  of  the  legal  character  of  the  question,  and  Aali  Pacha 
informs  me  that  a  few  years  since  the  Austrian  government  refused  to  surrender  to  the  Porte 
Turkish  rebels  who  had  fled  into  Austria,  on  the  very  ground  now  taken  by  the  Porte— name^, 
liiat  the  treaties  did  not  provide  for  the  extradition  of  polidcal  ofiendera." 

Mr.  Brown,  the  charge  d'affaires  ad  interim  of  the  United  States  at 
Constantinople,  writes  that  in  an  interview  with  Chehil  Effindi,  also  a 
Turkish  officer  of  high  rank  and  great  experience,  in  which  the  affair 
at  Smyrna  was  discussed,  he  observed  that  *'the  Austrian  government 
does  not  possess  the  power  by  treaty  to  arrest  any  one  on  Ottoman  soil 
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for  political  offences."  There -is  now,  however,  something  more  de- 
cisive from  Turkey  than  the  opinion  of  her  public  men  in  opposition  to 
this  treaty-claim  of  Austria.  The  government  of  the  Porte  has  pro- 
nounced a  judgment  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  Koszta,  which  Austria 
herself  is  bound  to  respect.  It  has  protested  against  the  conduct  of 
the  Austrian  agents  in  that  affair  as  unlawful  and  as  a  violation  of  its 
sovereignty;  but  not  one  word  of  complaint,  not  a  murmur  of  dissatis- 
faction, from  Turkey  against  the  conduct  of  the  functionaries  of  the 
United  States  at  Smyrna  has  yet  reached  this  government.  This  is 
certainly  an  anomalous  case:  Austria  arraigns  the  United  States  for 
violating  the  rights  of  Turkey  in  the  Koszta  atiair;  Turkey,  the  offended 
party,  exonerates  the  United  States,  and  protests  against  Austria,  our 
accuser,  for  the  very  same  offence. 

These  considerations  have  led  the  undersigned,  as  he  believes  they 
will  lead  all  others  who  duly  reflect  on  them,  to  the  confident  conclu- 
sion that  there  exist  no  treaties  between  Austria  and  Turkey  which 
could  justify  or  in  any  way  countenance  the  seizure  or  imprisonment 
of  Koszta  by  the  Austrian  functionaries. 

But  if  Austria  really  has  such  authority  by  treaties  as  she  now 
claims,  it  confessedly  extends  only  to  '*  Austrian  subjects."  It  could 
not,  therefore,  be  applied  to  Koszta  unless  he  was  such  a  subject  at  the 
time  be  was  seized.  If  the  question  of  his  nationality  is  to  be  settled 
by  international  law,  the  only  code  which  furnishes  the  rules  by  which 
this  question  is  to  be  determined,  there  is  no  good  reason  for  adjudging 
him  to  have  been,  when  seized  at  Smyrna,  an  Austrian  subject.  But 
settle  this  question,  as  Austria  would  have  it  settled,  by  an  appeal  to 
her  own  civil  code,  the  result  will  be  the  same. 

By  the  consent  and  procurement  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  Koszta 
had  been  sent  into  perpetual  banishment.  The  Emperor  was  a  party 
to  the  expulsion  of  the  Hungarian  refugees  from  Turkey.  The  sover- 
eign by  such  an  act  deprives  bis  subjects  to  whom  it  is  applied  of  all 
their  rights  under  his  government.  He  plaxjes  them  where  he  cannot, 
if  he  would,  afford  them  protection.  By  such  an  act  he  releases  the 
subjects  thus  banished  from  the  bond  of  allegiance.  Any  other  result 
would  make  the  poUtical  connexion  between  the  subject  and  the 
sovereign  a  state  ot  unmitigated  vassalage,  in  which  all  tne  duties  and 
no  rights  would  be  on  one  side,  and  all  the  rights  and  no  duties  would 
be  on  the  other.  Kosz*^'  must  be  regarded  as  having  been  banished 
by  Austria;  for  he  was  one  of  the  Hungarian  refugees  whom  she  pro- 
cured to  be  expelled  from  Turkey  in  1861.  They  were  released  from 
confinement  at  Kutahia  on  condition  of  submitting  to  perpetual  banish- 
ment, and  she  had  two  persons  present  at  their  departure  "who 
claimed  and  obtained  there  an  active  share  in  the  arrangements." 
Koszta  could  never  thereafter  be  rightfully  demanded  as  an  Austrian 
subject* 

The  proposition  that  Koszta  at  Smyrna  was  not  an  '*  Austrian  sub* 
ject "  can  oe  sustained  on  another  ground.  By  a  decree  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria  of  the  24th  of  March,  1832,  Austrian  subjects  leaving 
the  dominions  of  the  Emperor  without  permission  of  the  magistrate 
and  a  release  of  Austrian  citizenship,  and  with  an  intention  never  to 
retunit  become  ^^  unlawful  emigrantSf^  and  lose  all  their  civil  and  politi- 
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cal  rights  at  home. — (Encj.  Amen,  Tit.  Emigration,  3  Kent's  Com., 
60,51.) 

Koszta  had  left  Austria  without  permission,  and  with  the  obvious 
and  avowed  intention  never  to  return:  he  was,  therefore,  within  the 
strict  meaning  of  the  imperial  decree,  "an  unlawful  emigrant."  He 
had  incurred  and  paid  the  penalty  of  that  oflence  bv  the  loss  of  all  his 
civil  and  political  rights.  If  he  had  property,  it  bad  escheated,  and 
he  was  reduced  to  a  state  worse  than  absolute  alienage;  for  aliens 
bave,  by  right,  the  benefit  of  the  civil  laws  for  protection,  in  whatever 
country  they  may  be.  Stripped  by  this  imperial  decree  of  civil  and 
political  rights,  Koszta  had,  in  Austria,  no  redress  for  personal  wrongs, 
and  abroad  he  had  no  claim  to  protection  from  the  government  that 
would  still  hold  him  as  a  subject.  He  was,  in  regard  to  Austria,  an 
outlaw.  Wliat  right  can  a  sovereign  have  to  the  allegiance  of  a  person 
reduced  by  him  to  such  a  miserable  condition?  It  seems  to  have  been 
the  very  object  of  the  Austrian  decree  to  dissolve  the  previous  political 
connexion  between  the  "unlawful  emigrant"  and  the  Emperor.  In 
Koszta' s  case  it  was  dissolved. 

Some  importance  seems  to  be  attached  to  Koszta's  own  opinion  of 
his  citizenship.  The  note  of  Mr.  Hulsemann  conveys  the  impression, 
though  it  does  not  contain  the  express  averment,  that  he  acknowledged 
himself  to  be  a  subject  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  The  passage,  when 
closely  examined,  shows  that  the  alleged  acknowledgment  is  only  an 
inference  from  undisclosed  premises.  The  lanfi[uage  of  the  note  on 
this  subject  is  the  following:  "The  very  declaration  of  that  refugee  on 
board  of  the  Huszar,  in  the  presence  of  the  American  consul  and  the 
commander  of  the  St.  Louis,  shows  that  he  still  considered  himself  as  a 
subject  of  the  Emperor."  The  declaration  referred  to  in  support  of 
this  inference  is  not  given,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  the  response  Koszta  is 
reported  to  have  made  when  interrogated  as  to  his  being  an  American 
citizen:  "I  am  a  Hungarian,  and  will  live  and  die  a  Hungarian." 
Mr.  Brown,  the  charge  d'afiaires  ad  interim  of  the  United  States  at  Con- 
stantinople, who  was  not  at  Smyrna  at  any  time  during  the  transaction 
in  relation  to  Koszta,  stated,  in  a  letter  to  Baron  de  Bruck,  something 
like  the  foregoing  declaration;  but  Captain  Ingraham,  who  was  present, 
as  Mr.  Hulsemann  states,  when  Koszta  was  examined,  and  made  the 
declaration  imputed  to  him,  says,  in  writing  to  the  minister  resident  of 
the  United  States :  "  I  am  astonished  to  see  by  Mr.  Brown's  letter  that 
Koszta  declared  himself  on  our  first  interview  a  Hungarian.  I  did  not 
hear  him  say  so."  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  Koszta  ever  used 
any  such  language.  Should  it,  however,  be  admitted  that  he  did  make 
that  or  a  similar  declaration,  it  cannot  be  fairly  understood  to  imply  an 
acknowledgment  that  he  was  then  a  subject  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 
To  apprehend  rightly  what  he  meant  by  such  a  declaration,  it  is  propter 
to  consider  bis  situation,  his  known  sentiments,  and  his  antecedents. 
In  his  mind  no  two  things  could  probably  be  more  distinct  from  each 
other  than  Austria  and  Hungary.  One  was  an  object  of  his  aversion, 
the  other  an  obiect  of  his  love.  His  aflfections  clustered  around  the 
land  of  his  birth,  and  were  the  more  intense  because  he  thought  that 
country  had  been  cruelly  wronged,  and  he  knew  it  was  unfoitunate. 
In  his  visions  of  the  future  he  saw  a  happier  destiny  for  Hungary.    He 


H.   Doc.  I. 

saw  her  standing  proudly  among  the  independent  nations  of  the  earth, 
under  a  clement  government  emanating  from  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
dedicating  its  constitutional  authority  to  their  general  welfare.  In  the 
fiiUen  condition  of  Hungary  he  thought  it  base  to  disown  her,  and  glo- 
rious to  claim  her  for  the  land  of  his  birth.  His  situation  when  this  dec- 
laration is  supposed  to  have  been  made  is  also  to  be  regarded  in  inter- 
Jiredng  his  words*  He  was  in  the  hands  of  Austrian  agents,  loaded  with 
etters,  and  warned  of  his  own  doom  by  the  knowledge  of  the  sad  fate 
of  so  many  of  his  unfortunate  companions*  In  this  forlorn  condition  he 
could  not  have  intended,  by  the  language  ascribed  to  him,  to  acknowl- 
edge any  unbroken  tie  which  then  bound  him  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 

The  undersigned  is  brought,  by  a  fair  application  of  sound  principles 
of  law,  and  by  a  careful  consideration  of  the  facts,  to  this  important 
conclusion :  that  those  who  acted  in  behalf  of  Austria  had  no  right 
whatever  to  seize  and  imprison  Martin  Koszta. 

It  will  be  conceded  that  the  civil  authority  of  Turkey,  during  the 
whole  period  of  the  occurrences  at  Smjrrna,  was  dormant,  and  in  no 
way  called  into  action.  Under  these  circumstances — Austria  without 
any  authority,  Turkey  exercising  none,  and  the  American  function- 
Bnes,  as  Austria  asserts,  having  no  right  in  behalf  of  their  government 
to  interfere  in  the  affair,  (a  proposition  which  will  be  hereafter  con- 
t^ted) — ^what,  then,  was  the  condition  of  the  parties  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  outrage  and  through  its  whole  progress  ?  They  were  all, 
in  this  view  of  the  case,  without  the  immediate  presence  and  control- 
ling direction  of  civil  or  international  law  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
Koszta.  The  Greek  hirelings,  Koszta,  their  victim,  and  the  Austrian 
and  American  agents,  were,  upon  this  supposition,  all  in  the  same  con- 
dition at  Smyrna,  in  respect  to  rights  and  duties,  so  far  as  regards  that 
transaction,  as  they  would  have  been  in  if  it  had  occurred  in  their 
presence  in  some  unappropriated  region  lying  far  beyond  the  confines 
of  any  sovereign  State  whatever ;  they  were  the  liege  subjects  of  the 
law  of  nature,  moral  agents,  bound  each  and  all  alilce  to  observe  the 
fiecepts  of  that  law,  and  especially  that  which  is  confiiined  by  divine 
sanction,  and  enjoins  upon  all  men,  everywhere,  when  not  acting  under 
legal  restraints,  to  do  unto  others  whatsoever  they  would  that  others 
should  do  unto  them ;  they  were  bound  to  do  no  wrong,  and,  to  the 
extent  of  their  means,  to  prevent  wrong  from  being  done — to  protect 
the  weak  from  being  oppressed  by  the  strong,  and  to  relieve  tne  dis- 
tressed. In  the  case  supposed^  Koszta  was  seized  without  any  right- 
ful authority.  He  was  suffering  grievous  wi'ong ;  any  one  that  could, 
might  relieve  him.  To  do  so  was  a  duty  imposed,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case,  by  the  laws  of  humanity.  Captain  Ingra- 
faam,  in  doing  what  he  did  for  the  release  of  Koszta,  would,  in  this 
view  of  the  case,  be  fully  justified  upon  this  principle.  Who,  in  such 
a  case,  can  fairly  take  onence  ?  Who  have  a  right  to  complain  ?  Not 
the  wrong-doers,  surely,  for  they  can  appeal  to  no  law  to  justify  their 
conduct ;  they  can  derive  no  support  firom  civil  authority,  for  there  was 
none  called  into  action ;  nor  from  the  law  of  nature,  for  that  they  have 
violated. 
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To  place  the  justification  of  the  American  agents  still  further  beyond 
controversy,  the  undersigned  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  Koszta, 
when  he  was  seized  and  imprisoned  at  Smyrna,  had  the  national  char- 
acter of  an  American,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  the 
right  to  extend  its  protection  over  him. 

The  genuineness  of  the  certificate  which  he  produced  when  he 
claimed  protection  as  an  American  citizen  has  been  questioned,  in 
consequence  of  the  imperfect  copy  given  by  Mr.  Brown  to  the  Austrian 
Internuncio ;  but  that  which  he  produced  to  the  American  consul  at 
Smyrna  and  to  Captain  Ingraham,  to  the  commander  of  the  Austrian 
brig  Husza;*,  and  to  the  Austrian  consul-general,  was  genuine.  A 
correct  copy  of  it  has  been  sent  to  this  department,  and  verified  by  a 
comparison  with  the  record  of  the  court  in  New  York  in  which  Koszta 
made  his  declaration  in  due  form  of  law.  To  remove  all  doubt  on 
this  subject,  a  certified  copy  of  that  record  is  annexed  to  this  commu- 
nication. 

It  is  not  contended  that  this  initiatory  step  in  the  process  of  naturali- 
zation invested  him  with  all  the  civil  rights  of  an  American  citizen ; 
but  it  is  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  case  to  show  that  he  was 
clothed  with  an  American  nationality ;  and,  in  virtue  thereof,  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  was  authorized  to  extend  to  him  its  pro- 
tection at  home  and  abroad.  Mr.  Hulsemann,  as  the  undersigned 
believes,  falls  into  a  great  error — an  error  fatal  to  some  of  his  most 
important  conclusions — ^by  assuming  that  a  nation  can  properly  extend 
its  protection  only  to  native-born  or  naturalized  citizens.  This  is  not 
the  doctrine  of  international  law,  nor  is  the  practice  of  nations  circum- 
scribed within  such  narrow  limits.  This  law  does  not,  as  has  been 
before  remarked,  complicate  questions  of  this  nature  by  respect  for 
municipal  codes.  In  relation  to  this  subject,  it  has  clear  and  distinct 
rules  of  its  own.  It  gives  the  national  character  of  the  country  not 
only  to  native-born  and  naturalized  citizens,  but  to  all  residents  in  it 
who  are  there  with,  or  even  without,  an  intention  to  become  citizens, 
provided  they  have  a  domicil  therein.  Foreigners  may,  and  often  do, 
acquire  a  domicil  in  a  country,  even  though  they  have  entered  it  with 
the  avowed  intention  not  to  become  naturalized  citizens,  but  to  return 
to  their  native  land  at  some  remote  and  uncertain  period;  and,  when- 
ever they  acquire  a  domicil,  international  law  at  once  impresses  upon 
them  the  national  character  of  the  country  of  that  domicil.  It  is  a 
maxim  of  international  law  that  domicil  confers  a  national  character ; 
it  does  not  allow  any  one  who  has  a  domicil  to  decline  the  national 
character  thus  conferred ;  it  forces  it  upon  him  often  very  much  against 
his  will,  and  to  his  great  detriment.  International  law  looks  only  to 
the  national  character  in  determining  what  country  has  the  right  to 
protect.  If  a  person  goes  from  this  country  abroad,  with  the  nation- 
ality of  the  Umted  States,  this  law  enjoins  upon  other  nations  to  respect 
him,  in  regard  to  protection,  as  an  American  citizen.  It  concedes  to 
every  country  the  right  to  protect  any  and  all  who  may  be  clothed 
with  its  nationality.  These  are  important  principles  in  their  bearings 
upon  the  questions  presented  in  Mr.  Hulsemann's  note,  and  are  too 
obvious  to  be  contested ;  but  as  they  are  opposed  to  some  of  the  posi- 
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ifons  taken  by  Austria,  the  undersigned  deems  it  respectful  in  such  a 
case  to  sustain  them  by  reference  to  authorities. 

"The  poaitton  is  a  clear  one,  tbat  if  a  person  goes  into  a  foreign  country  and  engages  in 
trade  diere,  he  is,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  be  considered  a  merchant  of  that  country,  and  is 
mhjtU  for  all  cinl  purposes,  whether  that  country  be  hostile  or  neutral.'*  (1  Kent's  Com.,  75.) 

Again:  the  same  authority  says  that  "in  the  law  of  nations,  as  to 
Europe,  the  rule  is,  that  men  take  their  national  character  from  the 
general  character  of  the  country  in  which  ihey  reside."     (Ibid.,  78.) 

If  Koszta  ever  had  a  domicil  in  the  United  States,  he  was  in  virtue 
thereof  invested  with  the  nationality  of  this  country,  and  in  this  char- 
acter continued  as  long  as  that  domicil  was  retained.  There  are  cases 
in  which  it  is  diflScult  to  settle  the  question  of  domicil ;  but  that  of 
Koszta  is  not  one  of  them. 

The  most  approved  definitions  of  a  domicil  are  the  following: 

"  A  residence  at  a  particular  place,  accompanied  with  positiye  or  presumptive  proof  of 
continuing  there  for  an  unlimited  time." — (1  Binney*s  Reports,  349.)  "If  it  sufficiently  ap- 
pear that  the  Intention  of  removing  was  to  make  a  permanent  settlement,  or  for  an  indefinite 
time,  the  right  of  domicil  is  acquired  by  a  residence  of  a  few  day8."~(The  Venus,  8  Cranch, 
S79.)  "  Yattel  has  defined  domicil  to  be  a  fixed  residence  in  any  place,  with  an  intention  of 
always  staying  there.  But  this  is  not  an  accurate  statement.  It  would  be  more  correct  to 
say  Uiat  tbat  place  is  properly  the  domicil  of  a  person  in  which  his  habitation  is  fixed,  without 
any  present  intention  of  removing  therefrom." — (Story's  Con.  of  Laws,  $  43.)  "A  person 
who  removes  to  a  foreign  country,  settles  himself  there,  and  engages  in  the  trade  of  the 
eountry,  fumiahes  by  these  acts  such  evidence  of  an  intention  permanently  to  reside  there  as 
to  stamp  him  with  the  national  character  of  the  State  where  he  re8ide8."~(The  Venus,  8 
Cranch,  279.) 

Apply  these  principles  to  the  case  under  consideration,  and  the  in- 
evitable result  IS  that  Koszta  had  a  domicil  in  the  United  States.  He 
came  to  and  resided  in  this  country  one  year  and  eleven  months.  He 
came  here  with  the  intention  of  making  it  his  future  abode.  This  in- 
tention was  manifested  in  several  ways,  but  most  significantly  by  his 
solemn  declaration  upon  oath.  There  can  be  no  better  evidence  of  his 
design  of  making  the  United  States  his  future  home  than  such  a  decla- 
ration ;  and  to  this  kind  of  evidence  of  the  intention,  the  indispensable 
element  of  true  domicil,  civilians  have  always  attached  importance. 
(Phillimore,  %  188.)  In  the  case  of  Koszta,  we  have  all  that  is  required 
to  prove  he  had  a  domicil  in  the  United  Stales — the  concurrence  of  an 
actual  residence  with  the  intention  to  make  this  country  his  future 
home. 

The  establishment  of  his  domicil  here  invested  him  with  the  national 
character  of  this  country,  and  with  that  character  he  acquired  the  right 
to  claim  protection  from  the  United  States,  and  they  had  the  right  to 
extend  it  to  him  as  long  as  that  character  continued. 

The  next  question  is,  was  Koszta  clothed  with  that  character  when 
he  was  kidnapped  in  the  streets  of  Smyrna,  and  imprisoned  on  board 
of  the  Austrian  brig-of-war  Huszar?  The  national  character  acquired 
by  residence  remains  as  long  as  the  domicil  continues,  and  that  con- 
tinues not  only  as  long  as  the  domiciled  person  continues  in  the  country 
of  his  residence,  but  until  he  acquires  a  new  domicil.  The  law  as  to 
the  continuance  and  change  of  a  domicil  is  clearly  stated  in  the  follow- 
bg  quotation  from  an  eminent  jurist ; 

"  However,  in  many  cases  actual  residence  is  not  indispensable  to  retain  a  domicil  after  it 
VoDce  acquired:  but  it  is  retained,  animo  boIo,  by  the  mere  intention  not  to  change  it,  or  to 
adopt  another.    If,  therefore,  a  person  leaves  his  home  for  temporary  purposes,  but  with  an 
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intention  to  retam  to  it,  this  cbiinge  of  place  ii  not  in  law  a  change  of  domicil.  Thin,  if  a 
person  should  go  on  a  voyage  to  sea,  or  to  a  foreign  country,  for  health  or  for  pleasure,  or  (or 
business  of  a  temporary  nature,  with  an  intention  to  reAim,  such  a  transitory  residence  would 
not  constitute  a  new  domicil,  or  amount  to  an  abandonment  of  the  old  one ;  ibr  it  is  not  the 
mere  act  of  inhabitancy  in  a  place  which  makes  it  the  domicil,  but  it  is  the  fact,  coupled  with 
the  intention  of  remaining  there,  animo  mamaidi,*^    (Story's  Con.  of  Laws,  $  44.) 

At  the  very  last  session  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates 
a  case  came  up  for  adjudication,  presenting  a  question  as  to  the  domi- 
cil of  General  Kosciusco  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  decision,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  all  the  judges  on  the  bench,  fully  sustains  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  foregoing  propositions  in  regard  to  domicil,  particularly 
the  two  most  important  in  Koszta's  case:  first,  that  he  acquired  a 
domicil  in  the  United  States;  and,  second,  that  he  did  not  lose  it  by 
his  absence  in  Turkey.     (14  Howard's  Reports  S.  C.  U.  S.,  400.) 

As  the  national  character,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  depends 
upon  the  domicil,  it  remains  as  long  as  the  domicil  is  retained,  and  is 
changed  with  it.  Koszta  was,  therefore,  vested  with  the  nationaUty 
of  an  American  citizen  at  Smyrna,  if  he,  in  contemplation  of  law,  had 
a  domicil  in  the  United  States.  The  authorities  already  referred  to 
show  that,  to  lose  a  domicil  when  once  obtained,  the  domiciled  person 
must  leave  the  country  of  his  residence  with  the  intention  to  abandon 
that  residence,  and  must  acquire  a  domicil  in  another.  Both  of  these 
facts  are  necessary  to  effect  a  change  of  domicil ;  but  neither  of  them 
exists  in  Koszta's  case.  The  facts  show  that  he  was  only  temporarily 
absent  from  this  country  on  private  business,  with  no  intention  of  re- 
maining permanently  in  Turkey,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  at  the  time 
of  his  seizure  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  return  to  the  United  States. 

Whenever,  by  the  operation  of  the  law  of  nations,  an  individual  be- 
comes clothed  with  our  national  character,  be  he  a  native-born  or 
naturalized  citizen,  an  exile  driven  from  his  early  home  by  political 
oppression,  or  an  emigrant  enticed  fix)m  it  by  the  hopes  of  a  better  for- 
tune for  himself  and  his  posterity,  he  can  claim  the  protection  of  this 
government,  and  it  may  respond  to  that  claim  without  being  obliged  to 
explain  its  conduct  to  any  foreign  power,  for  it  is  its  duty  to  make  its 
nationality  respected  by  other  nations,  and  respectable  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe. 

This  right  to  protect  persons  having  a  domicil,  though  not  native- 
bom  or  naturalized  citizens,  rests  on  the  firm  foundation  of  justice,  and 
the  claim  to  be  protected  is  earned  by  considerations  which  the  pro- 
tecting power  is  not  at  liberty  to  disregard.  Such  domiciled  citizen 
pays  the  same  price  for  his  protection  as  native-born  or  naturalized 
citizens  pay  for  theirs.  He  is  under  the  bonds  of  allegiance  to  the 
country  of  his  residence,  and  if  he  breaks  them  incurs  the  same  penal- 
ties ;  he  owes  the  same  obedience  to  the  civil  laws,  and  must  discbarge 
the  duties  they  impose  on  him ;  his  property  is  in  the  same  way,  and 
to  the  same  extent  as  theirs,  liable  to  contriuute  to  the  support  of  the 
government.  In  war  he  shares  equally  with  them  in  the  calamities 
which  may  befall  the  country;  his  services  may  be  required  for  its  de- 
fence; his  life  may  be  perilled  and  sacrificed  m  maintaining  its  rights 
and  vindicating  its  honor.  In  nearly  all  respects  his  and  their  condi- 
tion as  to  the  duties  and  burdens  of  government  are  undistinguishable; 
end  what  reasons  can  be  given  why,  so  far  at  least  as  regards  proteo- 
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tion  to  person  and  property  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  his  rights 
should  not  be  co-extensive  with  the  rights  of  native-born  or  naturalized 
citizens?  By  the  law  of  nations  they  have  the  same  nationality;  and 
what  right  has  any  foreign  power,  for  the  purpose  of  making  distinction 
between  them,  to  look  oehind  the  character  given  them  by  that  code 
which  regulates  national  intercourse?  When  the  law  of  nations  de- 
termines the  nationality  of  any  man,  foreign  governments  are  bound  to 
respect  its  decision. 

They  would  have  no  cause  to  complain  if  the  protecting  power 
should  stand  upon  its  extreme  rights  in  all  cases ;  but  that  power,  in 
discharging  its  duties  of  protecting,  may,  for  sufficient  reasons,  have 
some  regard  for  the  civil  distinctions  which  its  own  laws  make  be- 
tween the  different  classes  of  persons  to  whom  it  has  the  right,  under 
international  law,  to  extend  its  protection.  It  will  naturally  watch 
with  more  care,  and  may  act  with  more  vigor,  in  behalf  of  naUve-bom 
and  naturahzed  citizens,  than  in  behalf  of  those  who,  though  clothed 
with  its  nationality,  have  not  been  so  permanently  incorporated  into  its 
political  community. 

Giving  effect  to  these  well  established  principles,  and  applying  them 
to  the  facts  in  the  case,  the  result  is,  that  Koszta  acquired  while  in  the 
United  States  their  national  character;  that  he  retained  that  character 
when  he  was  seized  at  Smyrna,  and  that  he  had  a  right  to  be  re- 
spected as  such  while  there,  by  Austria  and  every  other  foreign  power. 
The  right  of  a  nation  to  protect,  and  require  others  to  respect,  at  home 
and  abroad,  all  who  are  clothed  with  its  nationality,  is  no  new  doc- 
trine, now  for  the  first  time  brought  into  operation  by  the  United 
States.  It  is  common  to  all  nations,  and  has  had  the  sanction  of  their 
practice  for  ages;  but  it  is  new  that  at  this  late  period,  when  the  United 
States  assert  a  claim  to  it  as  a  common  inheritance,  it  should  at  once 
be  discovered  that  it  is  a  doctrine  fraught  with  danger,  and  likely  to 
compromit  the  peace  ot  the  world.  The  United  States  see  no  cause 
for  alarm ;  no  reason  for  renouncing  for  themselves  what  others  have 
so  long  and  so  harmlessly  enjoyed. 

There  may  be  a  reluctance  in  some  quarters  to  adopt  the  views 
herein  presented  relative  to  the  doctrine  of  domicil  and  consequent 
nationality,  lest  the  practical  asseition  of  it  might  in  some  instances 
give  aright  of  protection  to  those  who  do  not  deserve  it.  Fears  are 
entertained  that  this  doctrine  offers  a  facility  for  acquiring  a  national 
character  which  will  lead  to  alarming  abuses ;  that  under  the  shadow 
of  it  political  agitators,  intent  upon  disturbing  the  repose  of  their  own 
or  other  countries,  might  come  to  the  United  States  with  a  view  to 
acquire  a  claim  to  their  protection,  and  then  to  return  to  their  former 
scenes  of  action  to  carry  on,  under  a  changed  national  character,  their 
ulterior  designs  with  greater  security  and  better  success.  This  appre- 
hension is  believed  to  be  wholly  unfounded.  The  first  distinct  act 
done  by  them  towards  the  accomplishment  of  these  designs  would  dis^ 
close  their  fraudulent  purpose  in  cominff  to  and  seeking  a  domicil  in 
this  country.  Such  a  development  would  effectually  disprove  the  fact 
that  they  acquired  a  domicil  here,  and  with  it  our  nationality.  With- 
out that  nationality  they  could  not  be  considered  as  standing  under  the 
protecting  arm  of  the  United  States,  and  consequently  could  have  no 
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right  to  claim,  and  no  reason  to  expect,  it  would  be  exerted  in  their 
defence.  Their  fraudulent  intent  would  defeat  all  they  could  hope  to 
gain  by  a  residence  in  this  country,  and  by  insincerely  professing  to 
make  it  their  home.  The  intention  entertamed  in  good  faith  to  make 
it  such  a  home  would  be  wanting,  and  without  such  an  intention  neither 
domicil  nor  nationality  can  be  acquired.  This  consideration  should 
dispel  all  suspicions  that  this  doctrine  as  to  nationality  and  protection 
will  not  be  as  safely  used  and  as  well  guarded  from  abuse  by  the 
United  States  as  it  has  been  in  times  past,  or  may  be  in  the  future,  by 
any  other  sovereign  power.  There  is  nothing  in  the  doctrine  herein 
maintained,  or  in  the  history  of  this  government,  to  awaken  the  slightest 
apprehension  that  it  is  in  any  way  inclined  to  extend  the  shield  of  its 

f)rotection  over  adventurers  or  seditious  propagandists,  who  may  go 
rom  this  to  other  countries  to  engage  in  enterprises  designed  to  inter- 
fere with  their  political  institutions  or  disturb  their  internal  quiet.  The 
liberal  policy  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  receiving  immigrants 
from  all  nations,  and  extending  to  them  the  advantages  of  their  free 
institutions,  makes  it  an  act  of  justice  on  their  part  to  maintain  the 
right  of  national  protection  to  the  ftill  extent  authorized  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  to  resist  with  firmness  any  attempt  to  impose  new  restric- 
tions upon  it. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  case  which  places  the  conduct  of  the. 
agents  of  this  government  at  Smyrna  upon  equally  defensible  grounds. 
The  American  consul  there,  and  the  American  legation  at  Constanti- 
nople, acted  with  great  caution  in  relation  to  Koszta's  claim  to  be 
regarded  as  entitled  to  the  protection  of  this  government.  As  his  natu- 
mlization  had  not  been  perfected,  they  hesitated  at  first  to  receive  him 
under  tlieir  protection;  but  the  facts  show  that  they  ultimately  yielded 
to  his  application.  He  received  from  each  a  lezkereh — ^in  effect  a  certi- 
ficate— that  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given  is  cared  for,  and  received 
under  the  protection  of  the  government  whose  agent  has  granted  it. 

By  the  laws  of  Turkey  and  other  eastern  nations,  the  consulates 
therein  may  receive  under  their  protection  strangers  and  sojourners 
whose  religion  and  social  manners  do  not  assimilate  with  the  religion 
and  manners  of  those  countries.  The  persons  thus  received  become 
thereby  invested  with  the  nationality  of  the  protecting  consulate. 
These  consulates,  and  other  European  establishments  in  the  East,  are 
in  the  constant  habit  of  opening  tneir  doors  for  the  reception  of  such 
inmates,  who  are  received  irrespective  of  the  country  of  their  birth  or 
allegiance.  It  is  not  uncoiiimon  for  them  to  have  a  large  number  of 
such  jjrofeges.  International  law  recognises  and  sanctions  the  rights 
acquiesced  by  this  connexion. 

*'  In  the  law  of  nations  as  to  Earope,  the  rule  is,  that  men  take  their  national  character 
from  tho^eneral  character  of  the  country  in  which  they  reside;  and  this  rule  applies  equally 
to  America.  But  in  Asia  and  Africa  an  immiscible  character  is  kept  up,  and  Kurupeana 
trading  under  the  protection  of  a  factory  take  their  national  character  from  the  establishment 
under  which  they  live  and  trade.  This  rule  applies  to  those  parts  of  the  world  from  obTioaa 
reasonn  of  policy,  because  foreigners  are  not  admitted  there,  as  in  Europe  '  and  the  western 
part  of  the  world,'  into  the  general  body  and  mass  of  the  s<»ciety  of  the  nation,  but  they  eon- 
tinue  strangers  and  sojourners,  not  acquiring  any  national  character  under  the  general  aover* 
eignty  of  the  country."— (1  Kent's  Com.,  78-'9.) 
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The  Lords  of  Appeals  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England 
decided  in  1784,  that  a  merchant  carrying  on  trade  at  Smyrna,  under 
the  protection  of  a  Dutch  consul,  was  to  be  considered  a  Dutchman  as 
to  his  national  character.  (Wheaton's  Inter.  Law,  384,  3  Rob.  Adm. 
Reports,  12.) 

This  decision  has  been  examined  and  approved  by  the  eminent 
jurists  who  have  since  written  treatises  on  international  law. 

According  to  the  principle  established  in  this  case,  Koszta  was  in- 
vested with  the  nationality  of  the  United  States,  if  he  had  it  not  before, 
the  moment  he  was  under  the  protection  of  the  American  consul  at 
Smyrna  and  the  Americaii  legation  at  Constantinople.  That  he  was 
so  received  is  established  by  the  tezkereh  they  gave  him,  and  the  efforts 
they  made  for  his  release.  The  charge  d'affaires  ad  interim  of  the 
United  States  at  Constantinople,  in  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  June,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Imperial  Internuncio,  states :  "  It  was  on  presenting  this 
declaration  of  allegiance  to  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  of 
America  at  Smyrna,  and  to  this  legation,  that  the  said  Koszta  was  fur- 
nished with  a  tezkereh  to  come  to  Constantinople  and  to  return  to 
Smyrna,  whence  he  was  to  start  for  New  York.  Since  his  arrival  in 
Turkey  he  has  resided  under  the  protection  of  my  government,  and  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  his  conduct  has  always  been 
irreproachable." 

Having  been  received  under  the  protection  of  these  American  estab- 
lishments, he  had  thereby  acquired,  according  to  the  law  of  nations, 
their  nationality;  and  when  wronged  and  outraged  as  he  was,  they 
might  interpose  for  his  liberation,  and  Captain  Ingraham  had  a  right  to 
co-operate  with  them  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object.  The  ex- 
ceptions taken  to  the  manner  of  that  co-operation  remain  to  be  con- 
sidered. 

In  relation  to  the  deportment  of  the  American  agents  towards  Mr. 
Weckbecker,  the  Austnan  <:onsul-general,  the  undersigned  cannot  con- 
ceive that  there  can  be  any  ground  of  complaint.  Nothing  done  to  or 
with  him  by  Mr.  Offley,  our  consul  at  Smyrna,  can  possibly  imply  dis- 
respect to  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  Neither  in  his  private  character, 
nor  as  a  functionary  of  the  Austrian  government,  did  Mr.  Weckbecker 
take  an  open  or  an  avowed  part  in  the  opening  scene  of  the  outrage. 
His  agency  in  that  afiair  at  its  commencement  was  clandestine.  This 
course  implied  a  consciousness  on  his  part  that  the  act  was  indefensi- 
ble. The  fact  that  he  sought  the  aid  of  the  civil  authority  of  Turkey 
to  get  Koszta  into  his  possession  proves  that  he  knew  the  mode  he 
resorted  to  for  that  purpose  was  illegal.  The  application  of  Mr.  Oflfley 
to  him  to  assist  in,  and  consent  to,  Koszta's  release,  was  certainly  no 
offence,  and  implied  no  disrespect  either  to  him  or  his  government. 

The  appeal  of  Mr.  Brown  to  Captain  Ingraham  to  interpose  for  the 
liberation  of  Koszta,  and  his  advice  to  effect  it  in  the  way  it  was  done, 
must  be  regarded  not  only  as  proper,  but  praiseworthy  acts,  provided 
Captain  Ingraham's  conduct  can  oe  vindicated.  The  justification  of 
Ci^tain  Ingraham  will  consequently  exonerate  Mr.  Brown  from  all 
censure.  If  Captain  Ingraham's  course  was  right,  Mr.  Brown's  can- 
not be  wrong.  The  commander  of  the  St.  Louis  was  placed  in  a  truly 
embarrassing  position.    Charged  with  the  protection  of  the  persons 
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and  property  of  those  w  had  a  right  to  the  protecdon  of  his  goTem- 
ment^  it  was  at  the  same  time  no  less  his  imperative  duty  to  respect 
the  authorities  of  all  countries  in  friendly  relations  with  his  own.  Af- 
ter anxiously  considering  the  case  presented  to  him  at  Smyrna,  he 
determined  that  he  ought  to  efiect  the  release  of  Koszta,  and,  if  un- 
avoidable, resort  to  force  to  accomplish  it. 

It  has  excited  some  surprise  here  that,  after  a  consideration  of  the 
circumstances,  an  impression  should  be  entertained  in  any  quarter  that 
Captain  Ingraham  either  committed  or  meditated  hostility  towards 
Austria  on  that  occasion.  In  passing  upon  his  conduct  it  is  necessary 
to  keep  in  view  the  conclusions  established,  as  the  undersigned  be- 
lieves, in  the  preceding  remarks;  for  he,  without  doubt,  acted  upon 
precisely  the  same  conclusions.  He  believed  that  Koszta  had  been 
seized  without  authority,  that  he  was  illegally  imprisoned,  and  that  he 
ought  at  once  to  be  set  at  liberty. 

The  first  aggressive  act  in  this  case  was  the  seizure  of.  Koszta  at 
Smyrna,  committed  by  the  procurement  of  the  Austrian  functionaries; 
the  first  improper  use  of  a  national  ship,  the  imprisonment  of  Koszta 
therein,  was  made  by  the  commander  of  the  Austrian  brig  Huszar. 
That  ship  was  converted  into  a  prison  for  the  illegal  detention  of  a  per- 
son clothed  with  the  nationality  of  the  United  States,  and  consequently 
entitled  to  their  protection.  If  Austria  upholds,  as  it  appears  she  does, 
the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  Huszar,  she  is  m  fact  the  first 
aggressor.  This  act  of  the  commander  of  the  Huszar  led  to  the  series 
of  other  acts  which  constitute  the  ground  of  complaint  against  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  alleged  authority  of  Austria  under  treaties  being  set 
aside,  no  one  would  have  questioned  Captain  Ingraham^s  right,  had  he 
been  present,  to  arrest  the  proceedings  of  the  kidnappers  in  the  streets 
of  Smyrna,  and  rescue  Koszta  from  their  hands.  They  were  acting 
without,  and  against,  the  civil  authority  of  the  place ;  they  were  com- 
mitting an  atrocious  outrage  upon  a  person  invested  with  the  nationality 
of  the  United  States.  If  he  could  have  properly  interfered  in  the  first 
stage  of  this  lawless  transaction,  he  might  do  so  in  the  last.  The  act 
was  in  all  its  stages  a  continuous  wrong,  and  the  character  of  the  ac- 
tors, though  there  was  a  succession  of  persons,  was  the  same:  they 
were  all  wrong-doers;  and  if  they  chanced  to  have  the  possession  of  a 
national  ship,  and  converted  it  into  a  prison  for  the  purpose  of  consum- 
mating this  wrong,  that  ship,  thus  desecrated,  was  not  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of  a  sanctuary.  Those  who  had  the  right  to  claim,  and  the 
power  to  release  the  prisoner  illegally  confined  therein,  might  treat  it  as 
a  prison,  and  while  it  was  degraded  to  such  an  ignoble  purpose  might 
forget,  and  be  excused  for  forgetting,  that  it  was  a  national  snip. 

There  is  a  consideration  probably  not  brought  to  the  notice  of  Aus- 
tria, and  not  sufficiently  regarded  by  others,  which  places  the  acts  of 
Captain  Ingraham  in  a  true  light,  and  repels  the  inference  of  intended 
hostile  demonstrations  towards  Austria.  It  was  the  understanding  of 
the  parties  that  Koszta  should  be  retained  at  Smyrna  while  the  ques- 
tion of  his  nationality  was  pending.  Captain  Ligraham  received  satis- 
factory evidence  of  a  design,  on  the  part  of  the  Austrian  functionaries 
at  Smyrna  and  Constantinople,  to  disregard  this  arrangement,  and 
remove  him  clandestinely  from  the  Huszar  on  board  of  a  steamer,  for 
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the  purpose  of  taking  him  to  Trieste.  The  information  was  such  as 
did  not  permit  Captain  Ingraham  to  doubt  that  the  commander  of  the 
Huszar  concurred  in  this  design,  and  intended  to  aid  in  carrying  it  into 
etkcU  By  this  evidence  of  the  want  of  good  fedth  on  the  part  of  the 
Austrian  nmctionaries,  in  which  the  captain  of  the  Huszar  was  impli- 
cated, the  captain  of  the  St.  Louis  was  placed  in  the  perplexing  alter- 
native of  surrendering  the  captive,  without  further  efforts,  to  the  sad 
fiite  which  awaited  him,  or  to  demand  his  immediate  release,  and,  in 
case  of  refusal,  to  enforce  it.  The  government  of  the  United  States 
ei^ceedingly  regrets  that  he  was  reduced  to  this  painful  alternative;  but 
it  cannot  find,  after  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  any 
good  reasons  for  disapproving  the  course  he  pursued.  It  is  not  just  to 
Captain  Ingraham  to  look  at  the  affair  as  it  was  at  the  precise  point  of 
time  when  the  demand  for  the  release  of  Koszta  was  made.  The  ante- 
cedent events  qualify  and  legalize  that  act.  The  Austrian  function- 
aries had  obtained  the  possession  of  the  person  of  Koszta,  not  in  a  fair 
or  allowable  way,  but  by  violating  the  civil  laws  of  Turkey  and  the 
rights  of  humanity.  Under  these  circumstances,  their  custody  of  him 
was  entitled  to  no  respect  firom  the  agent  of  the  government  which,  by 
virtue  of  his  nationality,  had  a  right  to  protect  him.  Had  all  the  cir- 
cumstances been  as  they  were,  except  a  change  of  place — instead  of 
being  taken  fi-om  the  territory  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  had  he  been  taken 
firpm  that  of  the  United  States,  could  a  question  have  been  raised  as  to 
the  propriety  of  Captain  Ingraham's  conduct?  If  the  conclusions 
heretofore  arrived  at  are  correct,  the  Austrian  agents  had  no  more  right 
to  take  Koszta  from  the  soil  of  the  Turkish  dominions  than  from  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  and  Captain  Ingraham  had  the  same 
right  to  demand  and  enforce  his  release  as  he  would  have  had  if  Koszta 
had  been  taken  from  American  soil,  and  incarcerated  in  a  national 
vessel  of  the  Austrian  Emperor.  In  this  (^uestbn,  confined  as  it  is  to 
the  United  States  and  Austria,  the  place  oi  the  transaction  is  immate- 
rial, unless  the  Austrian  municipal  laws  extended  over  it. 

The  undersigned  yields  a  ready  assent  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Hulse- 
mann's  note  relative  to  the  war-making  power.  The  doctrine  contained 
in  it  is  sound,  and  well  sustained  by  most  approved  authorities ;  but 
the  undersigned  has  not  been  able  to  discover  its  applicability  to  the 
case  under  consideration.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  organ- 
izing their  government,  have  been  careful  to  impose  more  restrictions 
upon  that  power  than  any  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  it  cannot 
be  admitted  that  these  nations  have  had  any  occasion  to  reprove  this 
government  for  its  abuse.  It  has  as  deep  an  interest,  and  as  anxious 
a  desire  to  maintain  international  relations  of  friendship  and  peace  as 
any  of  the  European  powers,  and  will  do  as  much  as  any  of  them  for 
public  tranquillity.  The  rules  for  its  own  guidance,  and  for  the  con- 
duct of  its  agents  abroad,  have  that  end  specially  in  view. 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  President  announced 
the  policy  whicn  would  be  observed  by  this  government  in  its 
foreign  intercourse :  '*  We  have  nothing  in  our  history  or  position 
to  invite  aggression ;  we  have  everything  to  beckon  us  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  all  nations.  Purposes,  there- 
,fore,  at  once  just  and  pacific,  will  be  significantly  marked  in  the 
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conduct  of  our  foreign  affairs."     There  need  be  no  apprehensions  of  a 
departure  from  this  course. 

In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  the  public  agents  of  this  government 
abroad  are  under  instructions  to  respect  the  rights  of  all  nations ;  and 
any  deviation  from  that  course  would  be  promptly  disavowed,  and 
proper  reparation  made  for  any  injury  or  insult  which  they  might  offer 
to  a  friendly  power. 

The  application  made  by  Austria  to  the  principal  powers  of  Europe, 
to  warn  and  admonish  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
their  agents  on  the  occasion  before  mentioned,  implies  that  this  gov- 
ernment has  adopted,  and  is  acting  upon,  some  principle  hitherto 
unknown  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  dangerous  to  public  tranquillity. 
The  communications  to  the  government  in  compliance  with  this  appeal, 
though  respectfully  made,  and  doubtless  well  intended,  imply  a  distrust 
of  its  good  faith  and  fair  intentions. 

The  undersigned  is  confident  that,  after  due  consideration  of  the 
views  here  taken  of  the  affair  at  Smyrna,  those  powers  which  have 
been  so  prompt  to  censure  will  be  equally  prompt  to  correct  any  preci- 
pitate judgment  they  may  have  formed  in  regard  to  it.  He  indulges 
the  belief  that,  after  a  full  and  fair  examination — not  merely  of  a  de- 
tached fact,  but  of  the  whole  series  of  facts — they  will  be  abundantly 
satisfied  that  the  agents  of  this  government  in  that  transaction  have 
respected  international  law,  and  in  no  particular  transgressed  the  re- 
strictions it  imposes. 

The  vindication  of  these  agents  is  not  placed  upon  any  principle  new 
to  the  international  code,  or  unknown  in  the  practice  of  enlightened 
nations.  These  nations  do  not  hesitate,  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
protection,  to  extend  it  to  persons  (not  always  subjects  according  to 
their  municipal  laws)  who  are  clothed  with  their  nationality ;  and  in 
some  instances  they  have  carried  this  right  of  protection  to  limits  which 
this  government  would  not  venture,  because  it  would  not  feel  justified, 
to  approach ;  nor  have  any  of  these  nations  been  disposed  to  abandon 
the  exercise  of  this  right  from  a  timid  apprehension  that  it  might  pos- 
sibly bring  them  into  an  occasional  collision  with  other  powers. 

Is  there  anything  in  the  character  or  condition  of  this  government 
which  restricts  it  in  the  use  of  this  right — a  common  inheritance  to  all — 
within  narrower  limits  than  are  allowed  toothers?  In  relation  to  in- 
ternational rights  the  United  States  ask  no  more  than  has  been  conceded 
to  others,  and  will  not  be  contented  with  less.  They  put  forth  no  new 
principles,  but  claim  the  full  benefit  of  those  which  are  established. 

Before  closing  this  communication  the  undersigned  will  briefly  notice 
the  complaint  of  Austria  against  Captain  Ingraham  for  violating  the 
neutral  soil  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  right  of  Austria  to  call  the 
United  States  to  an  account  for  the  acts  of  their  agents  affecting  the 
sovereign  territorial  rights  of  Turkey  is  not  perceived,  and  they  do  not 
acknowledge  her  ri/jht  to  require  any  explanation. 

If  anything  was  done  at  Smyrna  in  derogation  of  the  sovereignty  of 
Turkey,  this  government  will  give  satisfactory  explanation  to  the  Sul- 
tan when  he  shall  demand  it,  and  it  has  instructed  its  minister  resident 
to  make  this  known  to  him.  He  is  the  judge,  and  the  only  rightful 
judge,  in  this  afifair,  and  the  injured  party  too.    He  has  investigated  its  , 
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merits,  pronounced  judgment  against  Austria,  and  acquitted  the  United 
States ;  yet,  strange  as  it  is,  Austria  has  called  the  United  Stales  to  an 
account  for  violating  the  sovereign  territorial  rights  of  the  Enyeror  of 
Turkey. 

The  conclusions  at  which  the  President  has  arrived,  after  a  full  ex- 
amination of  the  transaction  at  Smyrna,  and  a  respectful  consideration 
ol  the  views  of  the  Austrian  government  thereon,  as  presented  in  Mr, 
Hulsemann's  note,  are,  that  itoszta,  when  seized  and  imprisoned,  wa^ 
invested  with  the  nationality  of  the  United  States,  and  they  had,  there- 
fore, the  right,  if  they  chose  to  exercise  it,  to  extend  their  protection 
to  him  ;  that  from  international  law — the  only  law  which  can  be  right- 
fully a  ppealed  to  for  rules  of  action  in  this  case — Austria  could  derive 
no  autnority  to  obstruct  or  interfere  with  the  United  Sts^s  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  right,  in  efiecting  the  liberation  of  Koszta ;  and  that  Cap- 
tain Ingraham's  interposition  for  his  release  was,  under  the  peculiar 
«nd  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  case,  right  and  proper. 

These  conclusions  indicate  to  Mr.  Hulsemann  the  answer  which  the 
undersigned  is  instructed  by  the  President  to  make  to  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  to  the  demands  presented  in  Mr.  Hulsemann's  note. 

The  President  does  not  see  sufficient  cause  for  disavowing  the  acts 
of  the  American  agents  which  are  complained  of  by  Austria.  Her 
claim  for  satisfaction  on  that  account  has  been  carefiiUy  considered, 
and  is  respectfully  declined. 

Being  convinced  that  the  seizure  and  imprisonment  of  Koszta  were 
illegal  and  unjustifiable,  the  President  al«o  declines  to  give  his  consent 
to  his  delivery  to  the  consul-general  of  Austria  at  Smyrna ;  but,  after 
a  full  examination  of  the  case,  as  herein  presented,  he  has  instructed 
die  undersigned  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Hulsemann  his  confident  ex- 
jiectalion  that  the  Emperor  of  Austria  will  take  the  proper  measures  to 
cause  Martin  Koszta  to  be  restored  to  the  same  condition  he  was  in 
before  he  was  seized  in  the  streets  of  Smyrna  on  the  21st  of  June  last. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Hulsemann  the  a,ssurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

W.  L.  MARCY, 
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ICertificaie  of  naiuralization  ofM.  Costa  J] 

1852.-STATE  OP  NEW  YORK. 

In  the  Court  of  Common  Pleoi  for  the  City  amd  Comnty  of  New  York, 

1,  Martin  Costa,  do  declare  on  oath  that  it  is  bofui  fide  my  intention  to  become  a  citiseo 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  renounce,  forever,  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any  prince,  po- 
tentate, State,  or  sovereignty,  whatever,  and  particularly  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  of  whom 
I  am  a  subject. 

MABTIN  COSTA. 
Sworn  thii  31st  day  of  July,  1652. 

OEOBGE  W.  BIHLET,  Clerk. 

Clerk's  Oftiok,  Court  of  Commoit  Plbas  for  > 

THX  CiTT  AVD  COUITTT  OF  NeW  ToRK.        ) 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  original  declaration  of  intendon  remaining 
of  record  in  my  oiBce. 

In  witness  whereof^  I  have  hereunto  Bnb8cri1>ed  my  name  and  alBxed  the  seal  of  aaid  conn 
[seal.]   ^hi«  31>t  day  of  July,  185S. 

QEOBOE  W.  SIBLET,  Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


Dbpartmbnt  of  the  Interior, 

December  5,  1S53. 

Sir  :  From  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  surveys  of  the  public 
lands  have  been  steadily  prosecuted,  and  large  bodies  of  new  lands, 
during  the  past  year,  brought  into  market ;  that  the  wants  of  the  emi- 
grant have  oeen  fully  met,  and  choice  selections  offered  to  the  hardy 
pioneer. 

The  land  system  is  founded  in  correct  principles,  and  needs  but  little 
modification  or  change.  The  pre-emption  feature  might  possibly  be 
advantageously  enlarged  and  made  more  liberal.  Sound  policy  requires 
that  every  encouragement  should  be  held  out  for  actual  setdement  and 
cultivation. 

Nothing  retards  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  country  more,  nor 
inflicts  greater  injury  upon  the  resident,  than  the  possession,  by  indi* 
viduals  or  companies,  of  extensive  uncultivated  tracts  of  the  public 
lands.  To  correct  this  evil,  facilities  should  be  liberally  extended  to 
the  actual  settler,  and  withheld  from  the  mere  speculator.   « 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  9,819,411  acres  have  been  surveyed,  and 
10,363,891  acres  brought  into  market.    In  the  same  period  there  were — 

Sold 1 , 0 83 , 495  acres. 

Located  with  military  bounty  land  warrants 6,142,360     *^ 

Located  with  other  certificates 9,427      " 

Selected  for  the  States,  as  swamp  lands 16,684,253     " 

Donated  for  railroads,  &c 1,427,457     " 


Making  a  total  of 25,346,992 

Showing  an  increase  in  quantity  sold  and  located  with  land  warrants, 
and  under  grants,  of  12,231,818  acres  over  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  quantity  of  land  sold  during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of 
1852,  was  334,451  acres  ;  amount  received  therefor  $623,687  59. 

Quantity  sold  second  and  third  quarters  of  1853,  1,609,919  acres; 
amount  received  therefor  $2,226,876  36. 

The  whole  number  of  land  warrants  issued,  under  existing  laws,  up 
to  the  30th  September  last,  was  266,042,  of  which  there  were  then  out- 
standing 66,947.    The  quantity  of  land  required  to  satisfy  the  latter  is 
4,778,120  acres. 
Warrants  have  been  issued  to  the  30th  September 

last,  under  the  act  of  11th  February,  1847,  calling 

for 12,879,280  acres. 

Under  the  acts  of  September  28,  1850,  and  March 

22,  1852,  for 12,505,360      ** 

Making  a  total  of. 25,384,640     " 
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There  have  been  issued,  under  the  act  of  the  31st  August,  1862,  for 
the  satisfaction  of  Virginia  land  warrants,  1,667  pieces  of  land  scrip, 
embracing  129,669  acres.  It  is  supposed  the  scrip  yet  to  be  issued 
under  this  act  will  require  870,000  acres. 

It  may  be  several  years  before  the  land  warrants  and  scrip  will  be 
exhausted,  and,  until  then,  the  amount  of  land  sold  for  cash  will  be 
comparatively  small. 

The    entire    area  of  the    public  domain    is  estimated    at   about 
1,684,000,000  acres.   That  witnin  the  States  (exclusive  of  California)  is 
471,892,439  acres. 
Its  purchase  was  effected  at  the  rate  of  14.41  cents  per 

acre,  amounting  to $67,999,700 

To  this  should  be   added  the  Indian  reservations, 

which  enter  into  the  original  cost,  amounting  to 

3,400,726  acres,  which,  valued  at  $1  26  per  acre, 

would  make 4,260,906 

Up  to  the  30th  June,  1863,  334,266,810  acres  had 

been  sp]^,  at  an  expense  of  2.07  cents  per  acre, 

making 6,919,116 

And  184,667,136  acres  sold  at  an  additional  expense 

for  selling,  at  6.32  cents  per  acre,  making 9,824,291 

The  entire  ijost  (including  surveying  and  selling)  be- 
ing   88,994,013 

The  whole  amount  accruing  from  sales  up  to  30th 
June,  1863,  was 142,283,478 

Being  $63,289,466  more  than  the  cost  of  the  whole,  thus  fiur,  inclu- 
sive of  survey  and  sale. 

Of  the  surveyed  lands  there  have  been  granted— 

For  educational  pitposes 11,199,973  acres. 

For  military  bounties ^ 24,841,980     " 

And  for  internal  improvements 16,607,013     " 

Making 62,648,966     « 

There  yet  remain  of  the  surveyed  lands  96,940,709 

acres,  worth  (after  deducting  the  cost  of  selling  yet 

to  be  borne) $116,018,641 

And  137,636,629  acres,  wprth  (after  deducting  the 

expense  of  surveying  and  selling) 161,873,263 

Making 277,891,904 

To  which  add  the  net  profits  received  for  lands  ac- 
tually sold 63,289,466 

And  we  find  that,  while  the  purchase,  survey,  and 
sale  of  the  public  lands  will,  in  the  end,  have  cost 
$88,994,013,  the  net  amount  which  will  have  been 
realized  therefor  is  the  enormous  sum  of 331,181,369 
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It  is  thus  shown  that  the  general  government,  instead  of  being  a  loser,  as 
many  have  supposed,  by  its  connexion  with  the  public  lands,  has  found 
them  not  only  a  source  of  revenue,  but  a  ready  means  of  promoting  the 
cause  of  general  education,  and  of  bestowing  well-earned  rewards  for 
miUtary  service. 

In  the  Territories  and  new  States,  where  many  of  the  public  lands 
remain  ibr  a  long  period  unsold,  liberal  grants  should  be  made  for 
those  great  highways  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  may  be  considered 
local  in  their  character,  though  general  in  their  influence,  and  not  con- 
flicting with  the  interests  of  the  old  States.  Li  this  way»  without  any 
ocpenditure  of  money,  the  general  government  can  greatly  increase  tlie 
value  of  the  public  domain.  It  has  never  made  such  a  donation  without 
being  fully  repaid.  The  principle  of  granting  alternate  sections,  and 
selling  those  reserved  at  double  the  ordmary  price,  has  been  found,  by 
experience,  to  be  most  salutary.  By  reason  of  the  improvements  made 
with  such  grants,  large  tracts  of  land,  that  had  long  lain  waste,  have 
been  brought  into  market  and  found  a  ready  sale ;  the  surrounding 
country  has  been  peopled ;  the  revenue  has  been  augmented  by  the 
increased  consumption  of  foreign  merchandise;  and  the  State  in  which 
the  improvements  have  been  thus  made,  and  not  unfrequently  the 
adjacent  Stales,  have  been  largely  benefited.  Without  these  dona- 
tions, and  consequent  improvements,  some  of  the  finest  portions  of  the 
new  States  would  have  continued  a  wilderness ;  lands  that  had 
been  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  in  the  market,  might  have  remained  as 
much  longer  unsold,  and  thus  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  the 
whole  country  greatly  retarded.  The  loss  to  the  government  would 
have  been  serious,  without  any  corresponding  benefit.  The  true  pol- 
icy is,  to  bring  the  lands  into  market,  and,  by  all  legitimate  means, 
dispose  of  them  as  speedily  as  possible :  justice  to  those  who  have 
been  induced  to  settle  in  the  new  States  and  Territories,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  government,  alike  demand  it.  The  strongest  poUtical  and 
economical  considerations,  therefore,  dictate  this  course.  * 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1850,  a  grant  of  lands  was  made  to  the 
States  of  Illinois,  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
the  great  Central  railroad  Srom  Chicago  to  Mobile.  To  afford  these 
States  an  opportunitv  of  making  their  selections,  the  lands  along  the 
supposed  route  of  the  road  were,  for  a  short  period,  withdrawn  from 
market,  most  of  them  being  of  little  value  to  the  States  in  which  they 
were,  or  to  the  general  government,  until  the  grants  were  made  and  it 
was  ascertained  the  road  would  be  constructed ;  but  then  they  were 
bought  up  with  avidity,  and  are  now  considered  as  most  choice  and 
valuable. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  was  incorporated,  and  the 
route  of  the  road,  and  its  branches,  within  that  State,  designated  by  an 
act  of  the  legislature,  in  February,  1851.  During  the  half  year  ending 
81st  December,  1850,  the  quantity  of  land  sold  and  located  with  bountv 
land  warrants,  in  the  district  traversed  by  the  road,  was  342,487  A^ 
acres.  The  alternate  sections  reserved  to  the  United  States  were  re- 
leased from  reservation  and  brought  into  market,  in  July,  August  and 
September)  1852,  and  during  that  and  the  next  succeeding  quarter  the 
sales  and  locations  amounted  to  1,274,522  ^  acres;  showing  an  in- 
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crease  over  the  corresponding  half  year  next  preceding  the  location  of 
the  road,  of  932,034  ^%  acres. 

The  unselected  lands  in  the  Augusta  and  Columbus  districts,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  were  restored  to  market  in  the  month  of  September 
last;  and  notwithstanding  the  sales  in  those  districts  had  for  many  years 
been  very  limited,  the  lands  thus  restored  met  with  ready  sales,  at  en- 
hanced prices.  The  quantity  sold  at  Augusta  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, 1S49,  was  only  424  acres;  and  in  the  same  month  in  the  years 
1850,  1851  and  1852,  much  less;  and  yet  in  five  days  in  September 
last,  after  the  route  of  the  road  had  been  established,  and  the  alternate 
sections  designated  by  the  State,  19,530  acres  were  sold  for  834,056, 
being  $9,643  more  than  their  aggregate  value  at  the  minimum  price. 
In  the  Columbus  district,  in  the  short  space  of  twelve  days,  in  the  month 
of  September  last,  22,504  acres  were  disposed  of;  whereas,  in  all  the 
month  of  September,  1849,  the  quantity  sold  was  only  2,358  acres. 

The  lands  withdrawn  from  market  in  June,  1852,  to  enable  the 
State  of  Missouri  to  locate  the  routes  and  select  the  lands  granted  to 
her,  by  the  act  approved  the  10th  of  that  month,  for  the  construction  of 
certain  railroads,  were  restored  to  market  on  the  5th  of  July  last,  and 
between  that  day  and  the  30th  of  September  following,  318,839  acres 
were  sold,  being  nearly  150,000  acres  more  than  were  sold  in  the  cor- 
responding quarters  in  1850,  1851,  and  1852  combined. 

A  like  effect  has  been  produced  upon  the  sales  of  the  alternate  sec- 
tions reserved  to  the  United  States,  wherever  similar  grants  have  been 
made. 

Previous  to  the  grant  for  the  construction  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
canal,  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  Lake  Superior  region  were  not  large, 
amounting,  in  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1852,  to  only  40,689 
acres;  whereas,  during  the  corresponding  quarters  in  1853,  after  the 
canal  was  commenced,  the  sales  increased  to  89,073  acres;  and  this, 
when  the  work  is  in  progress  of  construction.  Doubtless,  the  increase 
Vrill  be  far  greater  wnen  the  canal  is  completed. 

There  can  be  as  little  doubt  of  the  constitutionality  of  such  grants, 
as  of  their  propriety.  The  right  to  donate  a  part  for  the  enhancement 
of  the  value  of  the  residue,  car.  no  longer  be  justly  questioned.  The 
principle  has  been  adopted  and  acted  upon  for  nearly  thirty  years;  and 
since  experience  has  shown  it  to  be  productive  of  so  much  good,  no 
sound  reason  is  perceived  why  it  should  now  be  abandoned.  It  has 
been  of  incalculable  importance  to  the  great  West,  and,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  all  the  States. 

As  many  projects  have  been,  and  many  others  probably  will  be,  pre- 
sented to  Congress  by  interested  parties,  it  may  1^  difficult,  practically, 
to  discriminate  between  those  that  are  worthy  and  those  that  are  not. 
Congress  will  have  all  the  facts  in  each  case  before  it,  and,  in  its 
wisdom,  will  decide  as  in  similar  cases  of  legislation.  By  making 
every  grant  specific,  and  throwing  proper  guards,  restrictions,  and 
limitations  around  it,  the  object  to  be  attained  may  be  secured,  and 
plans  and  combinations  lor  mere  speculation  fi-usirated  and  defeated. 

Something  is  manifestly  due  to  the  hardy  pioneer,  without  whose 
labor,  industry,  and  enterprise  the  West  would  now  be  of  little  moment. 
No  one  who  has  not  been  an  eye-witness  can  appreciate  the  hardships 
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and  privations  endured  by  him,  and  government  should  certainly  not 
hesitate  to  aid  him,  especially  when  it  can  be  done  without  detriment 
to  the  other  States,  or  to  any  other  interests. 

Attention  is  particularly  invited  to  the  importance  of  extending  the 
present  land  system  over  the  Territories  ot  Utah  and  New  Mexico, 
with  such  modifications  as  the  peculiar  features  of  the  country  require. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  con- 
tains some  recommendations  on  this  subject,  which  are  commended  to 
your  consideration. 

The  disposition  of  the  mineral  lands  in  California  has  widely  engaged 
public  attention.  The  various  projects  heretofore  suggested,  some  of 
which  experience  has  tested,  are  open  to  many  objections. 

To  guard  against  their  becoming  a  dangerous  source  of  speculation 
and  monopoly,  seems  the  most  important  point  of  consideration.  The 
vast  results  already  realized  from  unrestricted  individual  industry  and 
enterprise  have  been  so  manifest,  that  whether  any  further  restriction 
than  that  above  indicated,  with  the  addition  of  confining  the  working 
of  the  mines  to  our  own  citizens,  and  those  who  may  declare  their  in- 
tention to  become  such,  requires  mature  deliberation. 

The  commission  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  private  land  claims  in  the 
State  of  California  expires  by  limitation  on  the  4th  of  March  next. 
From  reliable  information,  I  have  no  doubt  many  cases  of  great  import- 
ance will  have  remained  undecided;  the  public  interests,  therefore,  re- 
quire that  the  law  creating  the  commission  be  so  amended  as  to  fulfil 
the  object  for  which  it  was  enacted. 

Officers  connected  with  the  sale  and  survey  of  the  public  lands  are 
frequently  purchasers,  and  owing  to  their  facilities  of  dealing  unfairly 
with  bona  fide  applicants,  often  excite  grave  and  perhaps  well  foundra 
suspicions. 

They  can  now  with  impunity  commit  many  acts  which  should  be 
discountenanced.  To  prevent  such  mischief  they  should  be  prohibited, 
under  severe  penalties,  from  purchasing  or  being  interested  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  public  lands. 

The  business  of  the  Pension  Office  has  been  conducted  with  great 
promptness,  energy,  and  ability.  In  none  of  its  branches  is  it  now  in 
arrear,  everything  having  been  brought  up  to  the  present  dale. 

The  labor  performed  within  the  last  six  months  has  been  very  great, 
and  the  number  of  cases  daily  disposed  of  is  far  more  than  usual. 

The  act  of  3d  February,  1S53,  extended  the  benefits  of  the  pension 
laws  to  the  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army, 
who  were  married  subsequent  to  January,  in  the  year  1800.  It  was 
supposed  there  were  but  few  cases  that  could  properly  come  within  its 
provisions,  and  the  estimate,  and  the  appropriation  based  thereon,  for  the 

E resent  fiscal  year,  to  meet  its  requirements,  was  only  $24,000,  which 
as  proved  totally  inadequate,  the  deficiency  being  upwards  of  $290,000. 
The  number  examined,  admitted,  and  placed  upon  the  pension  list  to 
the  1st  October,  1853,  was  1,115,  and  it  is  now  estimated  that  it  will 
reach  3,000,  and  require  an  annual  appropriation  of  $240,000. 

The  widows  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  marines,  and 
mariners  who  served  in  the  navy  during  the  same  period,  are  not  em- 
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braced  by  the  act;  but  why  such  discrimination  should  be  made  cannot 
be  well  conceived. 

Numerous  frauds  have  been  committed  under  the  pension  laws.  In 
perpetrating  them,  perjury  and  forgery  have  been  frequtjntly  resorted 
to.  Several  prosecutions  have  been  successfully  instituted  :  the  criminals 
have  been  convicted,  and  are  now  expiating  their  offences.  Some, 
whose  guik  was  palpable,  have  escaped  in  consequence  of  the  act  of 
Congress  Umiting  prosecutions  of  this  character  to  two  years  from  the 
commission  of  tne  offence.  These  offences  are  committed  in  secret. 
Every  expedient  is  adopted  to  avoid  detection ;  and  it  is  seldom  that, 
with  the  greatest  vigilance,  they  are  discovered  within  the  time  limited 
by  law  for  their  prosecution.  A  change  is  therefore  earnestly  recom- 
mended ;  and  if  any  limit  is  fixed,  of  which  the  propriety  is  doubted, 
it  shoufd  be  much  extended. 

From  recent  examinations,  it  has  been  discovered  that  invalid  pen- 
sions have  been  obtained  by  persons  who  do  not  come  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  laws ;  and  many,  since  the  issue  of  the  pension  certificates, 
have  been  found  without  any  disability  whatever.  To  prevent  this  in 
future,  and  to  detect  such  impositions,  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
recommends  the  enactment  of  a  law  similar  to  that  of  1819,  requiring 
an  immediate  examination  ef  the  invalid  pensioners,  and  a  biennial 
examination  thereafter,  by  two  approved  surgeons.  In  this  1  most 
heartily  concur,  beUeving  that  it  would  afford  an  effective  remedy 
against  the  abuse  of  the  laws,  and  save  to  the  government  large  sums 
firaudulently  obtained  from  the  treasury. 

The  laws  relating  to  pensions  have  become  so  numerous  and  com- 
plicated, so  many  various  and  conflicting  constructions  have  been 
given  to  them,  and  they  are  involved  in  so  much  doubt  and  uncertain- 
ty, that  a  revision  and  codification  seems  necessary.  If  judiciously  and 
carefully  executed,  it  would  conduce  greatly  to  the  despatch  of  busi- 
ness ;  relieve,  by  its  simplicity,  the  applicants  and  beneficiaries  from 
large  expenses  and  gross  impositions,  and  prove  very  advantageous  to. 
the  government.  It  might  involve  some  labor,  and  yet  but  Uttle  ex- 
pense. 

Some  of  the  most  important  questions  that  arise  in  this  branch  of 
business  are  those  relatmg  to  the  commencement  and  arrears  of  pen- 
sions. Hence  the  necessity,  in  draughting  pension  laws  or  amendments, 
of  using  language  that  cannot  be  readily  misunderstood. 

The  time  when  the  pension  is  to  commence  should  be  fixed  with 
positive  certainty,  and  arrears  of  pension  explicitly  allowed  or  disal- 
lowed. 

To  secure  a  more  direct  and  fi-equent  accountability  of  the  agents  for 
paying  pensions,  and  to  enable  the  Commissioner  to  prepare  proper 
estimates  and  requisitions,  he  has  introduced  a  system  which  will  en- 
able him,  at  any  time,  to  show  the  condition  of  each  agency ;  prevent 
overdrawing,  and  an  unnecessary  accumulation  of  money  in  the  hands 
of  any  agent.  To  make  it  more  efficient,  the  agents  should  be  required 
by  law  to  make  quarterly  returns  to,  and  settle  their  accounts  with, 
that  office. 

The  Commissioner  of  Patents,  who  communicates  directly  to  Con- 
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gress,  will,  at  an  early  day,  report  the  operations  of  his  bureau.  By 
his  indefatigable  and  unremitting  exertions,  system  has  been  restoredf, 
and  the  business  of  his  office  is  now  conducted  with  much  order  and 
regularity. 

The  number  of  applications  is  constantly  increasing,  and  the  force, 
though  augmented  by  the  act  of  1853,  is  still  insufficient  to  bring  up 
the  old,  and  despatch  with  promptitude  the  new  business.  As  the 
public  is  so  deeply  interested  m  the  speedy  examinations  of  the  appli« 
cations  for  patents,  and  the  fund  for  this  purpose  is  so  ample,  every 
facility  for  aespatcb  should  be  afforded. 

No  complaint  is  heard  against  the  integrity,  skill,  or  competency  of 
those  discharging  the  important  duties  of  the  bureau  ;  but  the  delays 
incident  to  the  smallness  of  the  operative  force  in  the  office  are  vexatious 
and  embarrassing. 

Since  the  present  Commissioner  took  charge  of  the  bureau,  the  num- 
ber of  applications  examined  and  patents  issued  have  greatly  increased 
Still,  finom  four  to  six  months,  and  in  many  cases  a  longer  period,  un- 
avoidably elapses,  after  the  application  is  presented,  before  final  action 
can  be  ootained.  This  is  a  severe  trial  to  the  patience  of  the  inventor, 
and  often  a  serious  loss  to  him  as  well  as  the  public. 

The  law  requires  the  models  and  specimens  of  unpatented  inven- 
tions to  be  preserved  and  arranged  in  suitable  cases.  Some  of  these 
are  useful,  as  well  to  the  inventors,  desirous  of  ascertaining  whether 
their  inventions  have  been  anticipated,  as  to  the  examiners,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  But  there  are  many  that  are  wholly  worthless 
and  unfit  for  any  purpose.  In  some  instances  they  represent  contri- 
vances altogether  unpatentable ;  in  others  they  are  merely  duplicates 
of  models  previously  deposited.  Where  application  is  made  for  a 
patent  for  a  design  merely,  the  practice,  under  existing  laws,  has  been 
to  allow  the  applicant  to  deposite,  as  his  model,  a  specimen  of  the 
article  on  whicn  his  design  has  been  placed,  in  its  full  size.  Accord- 
ingly a  vast  number  of  stoves,  and  other  cumbersome  articles,  have 
accumulated  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  comply 
with  the  law  requiring  them  to  be  arranged  in  cases. 

As  space  is  of  so  much  value  and  importance  to  this  bureau,  these 
defects  in  the  law  should  be  remedied,  and  a  more  enlarged  discretion 
given  to  the  Commissioner,  there  being  no  danger  of  its  abuse. 

Appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  may  be  taken  to  the 
diief  justice,  or  either  of  the  assistant  judges,  of  the  cu-cuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  It  is  optional  with  the  applicant,  to  which  of 
them  he  will  take  his  appeal,  and  the  adverse  party  cannot  have  it  de- 
cided by  any  of  the  otners,  although  the  judge  to  whom  the  appeal 
was  made  may  be  unable,  from  absence,  age,  or  other  infirmity,  to  hear 
the  case. 

The  object  of  the  appellant  may  be  delay,  to  enable  him  to  infringe, 
with  impuni^,  upon  tne  rights  of  the  appeUee;  and  the  law,  as  it  now 
stands,  afibros  him  this  opportunity*  As  such  cases  have  occurred, 
and  may  asain  arise,  the  evil  should  be  remedied. 

During  £be  past  year  the  Indians  have  been  more  pacific  than  was 
espected ;  few  outbreaks  have  occurred,  and  the  depredations  com- 
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mitted  by  those  in  the  new  Territories,  and  along  the  routes  to  Oregon 
and  California,  have  been  comparatively  small. 

By  kind,  humane,  and  just  treatment,  their  condition  may  be  im- 
proved, and  the  hostile  feeling  so  often  manifested  by  them,  and  so 
trequently  engendered  by  a  mischievous  course  of  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  whites,  and  the  dereliction  of  duty  of  public  oflScers,  may  be 
subdued.  If  they  cannot  be  conciliated,  soothed,  and  civilized  in  this 
way,  they  surely  will  not  be  by  coercion,  oppression,  and  injustice. 

Their  attention  should  be  diverted  from  a  wild,  predatory  life,  and,  if 
possible,  directed  to  agricultural  pursuits.  To  give  the  Indian  stability 
of  character— make  him  an  independent,  responsible,  moral  being, 
should  be  the  study  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  his  guardianship. 

The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  this  must  be  the  fixed  policy 
of  the  government,  since  their  roaming  disposition  cannot  be  gratified 
or  tolerated  much  longer.  Their  territorial  limits  are  daily  becoming 
more  circumscribed,  and,  unless  they  learn  the  arts  of  husbandry, 
their  condition,  in  a  few  short  years,  will  be  destitute  and  degraded, 
and  their  utter  extermination  must  soon  follow. 

Their  number,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  is  estimated  at 
400,000,  of  whom  about  18,000  are  east  of  the  Mississippi  river ; 
principally  in  New  York,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  North  Carolina,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Florida.  About  110,000  are  in  Minnesota,  and  along  our 
inner  frontier  to  Texas ;  those  of  the  plains  and  Rocky  mountains  are 
estimated  at  63,000,  and  those  in  Texas  at  29,000;  California  at 
100,000  ;  Washington  and  Oregon  at  23,000 ;  New  Mexico  at  45,000, 
and  Utah  at  12,000  ;  a  formidaole  number  of  savages  to  control  and 
properly  direct. 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1853,  fifty  thousand  dollars  were  appropri- 
ated to  enable  the  President  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Inman 
tribes  west  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing their  assent  to  the  settlement  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  lands  claimed  by  them,  and  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing 
their  titles,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  these  lands.  This  duty  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  who  undertook  it  at  the 
earliest  practicable  period,  and  has  made  every  effort  to  discharge  it 
fiiithfuUy ,  and  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  the  appropriation  was 
made. 

His  journey  through  the  section  of  country  in  question,  and  his  inter- 
views with  the  Indians,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  value  to  him  in  the 
future  discharge  of  his  duties. 

It  is  believed  that  his  presence  made  a  most  favorable  impression, 
and  that  the  results  of  his  visit  will  prove  beneficial  to  them  and  to  the 
government.  Little  doubt  is  entertamed  that  early  in  the  season,  and 
m  time  for  Congress  to  act  upon  the  subjects  connected  with  this  Ter- 
ritory, and 'to  consummate  the  design  of  the  appropriation,  treaties 


ipUi 
ciate  its  value  and  importance. 

Some  of  the  Creek  Indians  were  indicted  in  the  federal  court  in 
Arkansas  for  introducing  or  vending  spirituous  liquors  in  the  Indian 
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country.  The  marshal  of  the  western  district  of  that  State  arrested 
them  under  process  of  that  court,  and  they  were  rescued  from  his  cus- 
tody. Many  of  the  Indians  have  banded  together,  and  are  determined 
to  resist  the  execution  of  the  writs,  on  the  ground  that  by  their  own 
laws  the  same  Indians  have  been  already  tried  and  punished,  and  that 
it  is  unjust,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  own  institutions,  to  put 
them  upon  trial  a  second  time  for  the  same  oilence.  The  excitement 
and  exasperation  of  the  Indians  was  so  great  and  alarming  that  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  that  district  appealed  to  the  officer, 
and  requested  him  to  suspend  proceedings  until  he  could  consult  and 
advise  with  this  department.  This  has  been  done,  and,  after  declaring 
that  it  had  neither  the  legal  authority  nor  the  disposition  to  interfere 
with  the  action  of  the  judicial  tribunals,  nor  to  prevent  the  service  or 
execution  of  any  writ  which  had  been  lawfully  issued,  the  Department 
suggested  to  the  marshal  and  the  district  attorney  having  charge  of  the 
indictments,  the  propriety  of  co-operating,  as  far  as  was  compatible 
with  their  sense  of  duty,  with  the  superintendent  and  other  Indian 
agents,  in  their  efforts  to  calm  the  troubles  which  existed,  and  to  restore 
quiet  and  contentment  among  the  disaffected. 

The  laws  of  most  of  the  Indian  tribes  are  severe  upon  this  subject, 
and  enforced  and  executed  with  great  rigor.  It  would  therefore  be 
far  better  to  permit  them  to  control  it,  than  to  introduce  a  conflict  of 
jurisdiction,  which  might  lead  to  disastrous  consequences. 

Although  it  is  doubted  whether  the  federal  courts  have  cognizance 
of  such  offences  when  committed  by  Indians,  yet  Congress  should 
interpose  and  relieve  the  question  from  all  doubt. 

The  issue  of  warrants  to  Indians  under  the  bounty  land  laws  has 
been  suspended;  and,  unless  Congress  expressly  authorizes  it,  they 
will  hereafter  be  disallowed.  It  is  questionable  whether  the  Indians 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  government,  in  any  of  our  wars,  severed, 
or  intended  to  sever,  their  connexion  with  the  tribes  to  which  they  be- 
longed. So  long  as  they  continue  members  of  a  tribe,  their  individual 
appears  to  be  merged  in  their  tribal  character ;  and  whatever  is  due 
from  the  government  for  their  service  belongs  to  the  tribe.  They  are, 
moreover,  in  a  state  of  pupilage ;  the  government  is  their  guardian, 
and  bound  to  protect  them  against  the  superior  intelligence  and  saga- 
ci^r  of  the  white  man.  Although  many  warrants  were  issued  previous 
to  the  question  being  brought  to  my  notice,  it  may  be  safely  assumed 
that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  Stockbridges,  scarcely  a  soli- 
tary entry  has  been  made  by  an  Indian  under  the  scrip,  or  warrant, 
issued  to  him.  There  is  no  positive  proof  of  the  fact ;  but  it  is  the 
belief  of  those  who  have  diligently  inquired  into  it,  that  wherever 
icrip  or  warrants  have  been  issuea  to  individual  Indians,  they  have 
been  defrauded  of  them.  If  they  are  entitled  to  any  such  gratuity, 
sound  morality,  as  well  as  justice  to  them,  requires  that  some  legal 
and  different  provision  be  made. 

It  was  estimated  that  there  were  upwards  of  seven  thousand  Indians, 
whose  military  service  miffht  entitle  them  to  bounty  lands.  Supposing 
their  claims  to  average  eighty  acres  each,  the  aggregate  amount  would 
exceed  560,000  acres. 

The  eflE>rt  to  remove  the  remnant  of  the  Seminole  Indians  from  Flo- 
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rida,  through  the  instramentality  of  a  special  agent,  proved  abortive, 
notwithstanding  it  is  alleged  that  some  $50,000  were  expended  in  the 
attempt.  As  it  was  supposed  a  military  force  would  be  necessary  to 
effect  their  removal,  the  duty  was  transferred  to  the  War  Department. 

I  concur  with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  recommend- 
ation that  the  Indians  be  colonized  in  suitable  locations,  of  limited 
extent,  and  distant  from  white  settlements.  In  connexion  with  it,  a 
system  of  education,  commensurate  with  their  position  and  wants, 
should  be  introduced  and  eflBciently  prosecuted. 

The  agents  in  Texas  are  desirous  of  providing  suitable  places  for  the 
Indians  in  that  Stale.  Many  of  the  Indians  themselves  are  anxious  for 
the  adoption  of  this  system,  and  all  would  probably  soon  submit  to  it. 
Although  the  agents  have  selected  locations,  they  cannot  be  fixed 
without  the  consent  of,  and  a  cession  by  that  State,  with  which  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  plan  for  removing  the  Indians  in  California  to  five  military  reser- 
vations of  not  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  acres  each,  and  subsist- 
ing them  there,  having  been  approved,  instructions  for  carrying  it  into 
effect  were  promptly  given  to  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for 
that  State.  His  success  has  not  been  such  as  was  expected ;  diffi- 
culties presented  themselves  which  were  not  anticipated.  It  appears 
that  suitable  locations  cannot  be  made  in  the  northern  part  of  Cahfornia 
for  the  Indians  in  that  region.  Sufficient  territory  for  the  purpose,  be- 
longing to  the  general  government,  cannot  be  found;  and  in  order  to  ac- 
comphsh  the  object  designed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  extensive 
purcnases  of  lands  fi*om  private  individuals,  at  great  expense.  It  is 
also  questionable  whether,  before  the  reservations  are  permanently 
made,  the  State  should  not  grant  to  the  general  government  the  right 
to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  them.  If  the  plan  adopted  is  to  be  pur- 
sued, it  should  be  enlarged,  greater  powers  given  for  its  execution,  and 
more  ample  means  provided  for  its  successful  operation. 

It  is  a  subject  which  deserves  the  prompt  attention  and  speedy 
action  of  Congress. 

Immediately  after  taking  charge  of  this  department,  I  caused  instruc- 
tions to  be  issued  to  the  superintendent  and  agents  of  the  Indians  to 
pay  the  annuities  to  them  per  capita,  unless  contrary  to  treaty  stipula- 
tions, and  in  no  case  to  pay  any  portion  to  other  claimants  or  attorneys. 
Experience  has  taught  the  wisdom  of  this  measure ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded it  has  prevented  much  fraud  and  unfair  dealing.  If  continued, 
it  will  tend  to  banish  that  feeling  of  asperity  so  often  exhibited  by  the 
Indian  towards  the  whito  man,  arising  from  the  deceptions  practised 
upon  him. 

If  the  Indians  have  just  claims  against  the  government,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Indian  bureau,  and  those  tmder  its  control,  to  examine  into  them, 
and,  when  ascertained,  to  press  their  speedy  adjustment.  Congress 
will  do  them  justice,  when  the  facts  are  properly  brought  to  their  notice 
and  consideration. 

^  The  system  of  cash  annuity  payments,  except  to  a  few  of  the  semi- 
civilized  or  colonized  tribes,  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  abolished. 
Goods,  provisions,  implements  of  husbandly,  should  be  substituted, 
and  education  and  the  arts  of  civilization  more  generally  encouraged* 


H.   Doc.  1.  68 

They  knew  not,  especially  the  hunter  tribes,  the  proper  use  or  value 
of  money.  The  mere  drawing  together  of  large  bodies  of  men,  women 
and  children,  to  receive  their  annuities,  is  detrimental  to  their  habits, 
health  and  morals,  and  the  money  may  be  viewed  as  an  actual  bonus 
for  their  destruction. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  characteristics  of  the  Indian,  especially 
in  the  hunter  state,  is  improvidence ;  a  surfeit  to-day  is  followed  by  a 
famine  to*morrow :  hence,  notwithstanding  the  vast  amount  of  goods 
and  money  annually  distributed  among  them,  they  are  often  reduced  to 
the  greatest  extremity,  and,  it  is  feared,  sometimes  actually  perish  for 
want  of  food  and  clothing.  The  quantity  furnished  is  believed  to  be 
ample,  but  the  mode  of  distribution  fails  to  accomplish  the  object  in- 
tended. To  obviate  the  difficulty  and  remedy  this  great  evil,  it  has  been 
suggested  that,  with  the  assent  of  the  Indians,  storehouses  might  be 
established  at  suitable  points  in  their  midst,  from  which  the  agents  of 
the  government  could  distribute  goods  and  provisions  equivalent  to  the 
amount  stipulated  in  the  treaties,  in  quantities  and  to  individuals  as 
needed,  witn  such  arms  and  ammunition  as  might  be  judicious.  There 
is  much  force  in  the  suggestion,  and  the  cost  of  the  experiment  would 
be  trifling.  The  comfort  and  preservation  of  the  Indian  requires  that 
a  difierent  method  from  that  heretofore  pursued  should  be  adopted. 
The  only  obstacle  in  the  way  of  immediately  testing  the  plan  proposed 
is  the  existing  treaties,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  consent  of  the 
Indians,  so  long  as  they  are  influenced  by  those  having  an  adverse  in- 
terest. 

It  is  folly  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  fact  that  under  the  present  sys- 
tem the  Indian  has  not,  for  many  years  past,  advanced  in  morality,  in- 
tegrity, or  intelligence.  The  pictures  drawn,  in  many  of  the  reports,  of 
his  exalted  condition,  superior  intelligence,  and  increasing  knowledge, 
have  been  too  highly  colored.  Mucn  of  the  philanthropy  and  chaxitir 
manifested  for  them  has  been  wrongly  directed.  Then:  condition  is 
truly  deplorable. 

In  the  act  for  the  organization  of  the  Territory  of  Washington,  no 

S revision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents  to  reside 
lerein.  I  advert  to  the  fact,  to  the  end  that  the  omission  may  be  sup- 
plied. 

The  operations  of  the  Census  Office  have  been  conformed  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  The 
present  Superintendent  has  exhibited  a  most  conmiendable  spirit ;  en- 
tering upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  with  a  laudable  zeal,  in  which 
be  has  been  emulated  by  most  of  the  clerks,  and  by  their  combined  in- 
dustry, skill,  and  intelligence^  the  work  has  been  nearly  concluded ; 
and  there  yet  remains  unexpended  of  the  last  appropriation  for  census 
purposes  upwards  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

The  census  volume,  it  is  now  hoped,  will  be  completed  so  that  copies 
may  be  laid  on  the  tables  of  the  members  on  the  assembling  of  Con- 
sress.  The  Superintendent  proposes  to  make  a  further  report,  which,  I 
Have  no  doubt,  will  contain  suggestions  of  interest  and  importance. 

Nothing  further  has  been  done  with  that  part  of  the  Mexican  bound- 
ary survey  which  is  west  of  the  (so-termed)  initial  point  on  the  Rio 
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Grande.     The  appropriation  did  not  apply  to  it,  nor  was  any  portion  of 
it  intended  to  be  so  expended, 

The  question  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  having  be- 
come a  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two  governments,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  State  Department. 

The  work,  in  the  field,  on  the  undisputed  portion  of  the  boundary, 
has  been  completed,  and  nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  the  office 
work.  Much  progress  has  been  made  in  this,  and  with  an  adequate 
appropriation  it  can  be  finished  in  the  course  of  the  next  eighteen 
months,  if  tl}e  data  necessary  to  compare  and  reduce  the  observations 
for  longitude,  made  by  the  surveyor  and  his  assistants,  can  be  obtained. 

The  maps,  alter  they  are  completed,  are  to  be  compared  with  the 
Mexican  maps,  and  simied  by  the  commissioner  und  surveyor.  As  the 
Mexican  commission  nas  progressed  less  rajudly,  and  it  is  uncertain 
when  its  work  will  be  finished,  our  commission  should  not  expire  be- 
fore the  maps  are  fully  completed  and  signed,  agreeably  to  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty.     The  act  of  1853  should  be  modified  accordingly. 

It  is  understood  that  an  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the 
former  commissioner  (Mr.  Bartlett)  and  the  Mexican  commissioner,  by 
which  the  joint  commission  was  to  meet  on  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
in  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  department  does  not  know  the  object  of 
this  arrangement,  but  presumes  it  was  to  perfect  the  survey.  As  the 
city  of  Mexico  is  far  remote  from  the  boundary  itself,  and  possesses 
few  or  none  of  the  facilities  for  prosecuting  or  expediting  the  work, 
even  if  the  Mexican  commission  could  be  prepared,  it  would  cause 
great  delay,  and  cost  our  government  a  large  and  useless  expenditure 
of  money.  The  surveyor,  however,  was  not  present,  nor  did  he  ap- 
prove the  agreement.  Had  he  done  so,  it  would  still  have  been  without 
authority,  as  our  commission  was,  by  law,  to  expire  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1853.  Even  under  the  present  law  the  proposed  meeting 
cannot  take  place  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1854,  inasmuch  as  our 
commission  expires,  by  law,  on  that  very  day. 

There  yet  remains  unpaid  a  number  of  debts  of  the  last  commission 
on  this  survey,  which  are  of  a  most  pressing  character,  and  should  be 
paid.  The  amount  required  to  liquidate  them  cannot,  at  present,  be 
ascertained.  When  the  necessary  information  is  received,  an  appro- 
priation will  be  asked  for. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  present  commissioner  and  surveyor,  and 
the  employes  under  them.  Tney  have  acted  harmoniously  and  dis- 
charged their  duties  faithfully.  By  their  zeal,  energy,  and  endurance, 
they  have  accomplished  in  some  seven  months  what  it  was  supposed 
would  require  a  much  longer  time,  and  have  also  kept  within  the  limit 
of  the  appropriation. 

I  have  inspected  the  progress  of  the  maps  and  drawings  of  the  sur- 
vey, and  being  satisfied  that  their  publication  will  impart  valuable 
intormation  and  illustrate  the  physical  geography  of  an  extensive  region 
of  country  now  little  known,  I  recommend  that  Congress  make  pro- 
vision for  the  commencement  of  the  engravings  for  the  work,  under  the 
•upervision  of  this  department. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $30,000,  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
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across  the  Potomac,  at  the  Little  Falls,  was  placed  under  the  manage- 
ment and  supervision  of  an  officer  of  the  corps  of  topographical  en- 
gineers- The  plan  of  an  iron  suspension  truss-bridge  was  adopted,  as 
the  most  suitable  for' the  locality  and  the  permanent  wants  of  the  public. 
Two  spans  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  each,  with  stone  piers,  will 
be  completed,  so  as  to  permit  the  passage  of  vehicles,  early  the  coming 
x^inter. 

The  engineer  recommends  that  this  structure  be  extended  across  to 
the  main  shore,  in  the  District,  in  order  to  make  the  whole  permanent, 
and  estimates  the  additional  amount  required  at  $75,000. 

This  is  more  than  it  was  supposed  the  work  would  cost ;  but  the 
jsxtraordinary  rise  of  labor  and  materials,  and  the  unexpected  diflficul- 
ties  that  constantly  existed  in  its  progress,  have  convinced  the  super- 
intending engineer  that  it  cannot  be  constructed  for  less. 

The  District  of  Columbia  requires  and  merits  the  fostering  care  of 
the  general  government.  It  is  true,  much  has  been  expended  upon 
pubhc  improvements  within  its  limits ;  but  they  are  invaluable  to  the 
different  departments  of  the  government.  There  are  few  wlio  know 
rheir  character,  extent  and  utility,  that  can  regret  the  expenditure. 

There  never  was  a  more  auspicious  period  for  e/ecting  the  additional 
public  edifices  so  much  needed.  Fire-proof  buildings  are  required  for 
the  State,  the  War,  and  the  Navy  Departments.  All  of  these,  together 
with  one  for  this  department,  can  be  constructed,  in  connexion  with 
each  other,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars.  The 
present  buildings  are  not  fire-proof,  and  the  destruction  of  either  of 
them  by  fire,  to  which  they  are  constantly  exposed,  and  from  which 
there  is  little  to  protect  them,  would  be  a  far  greater  loss  to  the  govern- 
ment, even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view. 

Much  inconvenience  and  embarrassment  are  experienced  by  this 
department,  as  well  as  most  of  the  bureaus  under  its  charge,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  distance  from  it.  That  freedom  of  intercourse  which 
is  essentially  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  incum- 
bent on  each,  cannot  exist.  Questions  of  moment  arc?  constantly  aris- 
ing, that  might  be  considered  and  decided  promptly,  and  without 
consuming  much  time,  if  the  head  of  the  department  and  the  chief  of 
the  bureau  having  charge  of  the  mutter  could  readily  and  conveniently 
consult  together.  This,  however,  is  not  the  most  serious  objection  to 
the  present  position  of  these  bureaus.  The  Indian  Office  is  in  the  War 
Department,  and  occupies  rooms  which  are  not  fire-proof.  They  are 
also  needed  and  have  been  demanded  by  that  department,  and  should 
be  surrendered. 

The  General  Land  Office  remains  in  the  treasury  building,  notwith 
standing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  requires  the  rooms,  and  has 
made  a  pressing  application  for  them. 

These  rooms  are  too  small,  and  too  limited  in  number.  The  Com- 
missioner has  been  compelled,  in  several  instances,  to  crowd  eight  or 
nine  clerks,  besides  the  desks,  paper-cases,  and  ordinary  furniture,  into 
a  single  room,  where  more  than  two  clerks  cannot  conveniently  be 
accommodated.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  the  want  of  proper  venti- 
lation, the  health  of  the  clerks  is  impaired,  and  their  ability  to  labor 
much  diDttiniflhed.     The  files  and  papers  have  increased  so  rapidly 
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that,  fca"  want  of  space,  many  cases  of  valuable  papers  are  placed  in 
the  passages,  where  there  is  not  that  security  from  nre  which  is  requisite. 

The  Pension  Office  is  in  a  better  situation,  but  it  occupies  inconve- 
nient and  uncomfortable  quarters  belonging  to  the  War  Department. 

The  Indian  and  Land  bureaus  must  be  removed,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion appears  to  be,  whether  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building 
shall  oe  fitted  up  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  these  bureaus, 
or  they  be  placed  in  rented  buildings,  not  fire-pioof,  thus  exposing  to 
imminent  peril,  papers  of  immense  value  to  the  general  government, 
the  States,  and  private  individuals. 

This  building  may  be  so  finished  within  a  year;  and,  until  a  suit- 
able structure  can  be  erected  for  this  department,  it  will  not  be  re- 
S|uired  by  the  Patent  Office.  Some  opposition  has  been  made,  hereto- 
ore,  to  a  somewhat  similar  proposition;  but  this,  it  is  presumed,  v/as 
based  on  the  erroneous  supposition  that  the  cost  of  the  entire  struc- 
ture had  been  defrayed  out  of  the  patent  fund. 

The  amount  thus  far  expended  and  appropriated  is  $1,367,750;  of 
which  $1,048,760  has  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  and  only  $319,000 
out  of  the  patent  fund.  Such  being  the  fact,  there  is  no  reason  why 
a  portion  of  it  should  not  be  temporarily  used,  as  proposed,  until  need- 
ed by  the  Patent  Office.  If  this  should  even  somewhat  incommode  ihat 
office,  it  would  be  of  small  moment  in  comparison  with  the  evils  that 
might  result  from  withholding  the  use  of  it  Irom  the  bureaus.  Skilful 
artisans  are  of  opinion  that  the  necessary  improvements  can  be  easily 
made  without  interfering  wilh  or  injuring  the  original  design.  Unless, 
therefore.  Congress  by  express  enactment  otherwise  determines,  I  in- 
tend to  direct  trie  completion  of  the  west  wing  so  as  to  accommodate 
these  bureaus  and  secure  the  public  archives. 

Within  a  few  years,  the  Patent  Office  will  need  the  main  building 
and  the  two  wings  for  its  exclusive  use.  In  the  mean  time  a  structure 
should  be  erected  for  this  department;  and,  as  it  consumes  much  time 
to  complete  such  a  building,  sound  policy  should  induce  its  immediate 
commencement.*  One  sufficiently  large  and  commodious,  and  entirely 
separated  from  the  other  departments,  can  be  constructed  in  a  plain, 
substantial  manner  for  $250,000 ;  and  in  the  most  approved  style,  with 
all  the  modern  improvements,  for  less  than  half  a  million.  Surely,  at 
this  time  there  can  be  no  more  proper  or  profitable  application  of  the 
public  money.  The  considerations  urging  it  are  strong  and  apparent, 
and,  it  seems  to  me,  cannot  fail  to  convince  every  one,  who  reflects 
upon  the  subject,  of  its  absolute  necessity. 

Applications  are  made  at  almost  every  session  of  Congress  for  re- 
pairmg  the  bridges  crossing  the  Potomac  firom  Washington  city.  Although 
m  the  aggregate  a  large  amount  has  been  expended  on  them,  they  are 
in  a  most  unsafe  and  insecure  condition.  Permanent  and  substantial 
structures  are  required,  and  ought  to  be  erected.  In  the  end  it  will 
prove  a  saving  to  the  government,  and  in  the  mean  time  conduce  greatly 
to  its  interests  and  the  benefit  of  all  who  are  in  anywise  connected  with 
this  District. 

The  plan  adopted  for  improving  and  ornamenting  the  public  grounds 
should  be  vigorously  prosecuted.  It  will  conduce  to  the  health,  as  well 
as  greatly  add  to  the  beau^,  of  the  city. 
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These,  and  other  improvements  that  might  be  suggested,  are  required. 
They  are  not  merely  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, but  minister  to  the  pleasure,  conjfort,  and  health  ofevery  one  who 
visits  it.  This  is  the  metropolis  of  the  Union,  and  the  pride  and  ambi- 
tion of  its  representatives  should  induce  them  to  make  it  worthy  of  a 
great  nation.  In  regard  to  all  such  objects  a  liberal  policy  should  be 
pursued ;  at  least,  all  improvements  should  be  made  whicn  the  pubhc 
service  imperatively  demands. 

The  supervisory  power  possessed  by  this  department  over  the  ac- 
counts of  the  marshals,  clerks,  and  other  officers  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  transferred  to  and  be  exercised  by  the  Attorney 
General.  It  is  of  the  same  character  of  the  powers  already  intrusted 
to  him,  and  seems  appropriately  to  appertain  to  his  office. 

The  commissions  of  officers  connected  with  this  department  are  is- 
sued by  the  State  and  Treasury  Departments.  The  laws  should  be  so 
modifi^  as  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  out  and 
seal  the  conmiissions,  to  be  signed  by  the  President,  of  all  officers  under 
the  control  of  this  department.  It  is  proper  in  itself,  would  be  far  more 
convenient,  and  obviate  delays  necessarily  incident  to  the  issuing  of 
such  commissions  by  the  other  departments. 

In  an  act  of  Congress  approved  31st  August,  1862,  provision  was 
made  t9  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  the  (Erection  of  the 
President,  to  purchase  a  site  in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington  for  the 
erection,  furnishing,  and  fitting  up  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  of  me  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States. 
The  site  was  purchased,  and  the  plan  of  the  building  adopted,  prior  to 
my  taking  charge  of  the  department.  Owing  to  the  dimculty  of  ob- 
taining suitable  mechanics  and  materials,  the  work  has  not  progressed 
rapidly.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  building  will  be  completed  and 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  patients  by  the  first  of  August  next.  Thus 
far,  the  work  has  been  well  and  faithfully  executed. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  general  exhibit  of  the  estimates  of  the 
appropriations  required  tor  the  service  of  this  department  for  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of  a  revision  of  the  sala 
ries  of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
now  unequal,  and  in  some  cases  wholly  inadequate  to  the  amount  and 
importance  of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  and  the  professional  know- 
ledge and  ability  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McClelland,  Secretary. 

To  the  Prbsident. 
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General  exhibit  of  the  estimate  of  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1855. 


For  whftt  objects. 


Whole  amount  of  estimate  required  as  follows,  to  wit : 

For  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior 

For  fulfilling  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  including  salaries  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Indian  office,  Indian  agents,  &.c.,  d^c 

For  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  in  the  general  and  district  land  offices 
and  expenses  of  the  sunreying  department,  including  salaries  of  the  sur- 
veyors general  and  their  clerks,  and  the  compensation  of  the  deputy  sur- 
veyors employed  in  executing  the  public  surveys  preparatory  to  the  lands 
being  broiight  into  the  market 

For  paying  pensions  under  various  acts  of  Congress,  including  the  amount 
required  n>r  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  in  the  Pension  Office 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme,  circuit,  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  &,g 

For  public  buildings  and  grounds,  including  salary  of  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  &c.,  &^c 

For  expenses  of  Mexican  boundary  commission 

For  the  support  «f  the  p«iitentiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia 

For  support,  medical  treatment,  &c.,  of  insane  paupers  of  the  District  of 
Columbia 

For  amount  due  Jos.  S.  Wilson,  and  J.  M.  Cutts,  under  decision  of  late  Se- 
cretary of  the  Interior,  for  services  rendered  on  account  of  the  Chickasaw 
business 

Total 


Amount. 


$39,250  00 
1,032,775  00 


765,835  00 

958,800  00 

700,000  00 

375,061  00 
38,100  00 
11,785  00 

10,000  00 
6,187  50 


3, 937, 793  50 


REPORT 


OF  TBI 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE, 


DECEMBER  5,  1853. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER. 


General  Land  Office, 

November  30,  1863. 

Sir:  In  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  operations  of  this  branch 
of  the  service,  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  restrict  the  statements  in 
it  to  the  close  of  the  third  quarter  of  the  current  calendar  year,  except 
where  necessary  to  exhibit  the  results  of  certain  legislation,  by  facts 
ascertained  since  that  time. 

During  that  period  9,819,411  acres  were  surveyed,  principally  in 
Missouri,  Louisiana,  Michigan,  Florida,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  and  Minne- 
sota; and  of  these,  and  others  previously  surveyed,  10,363,891  acres 
were  brought  into  market  under  tne  President's  proclamations,  exclusive 
of  the  lands  heretofore  reserved  on  account  of  railroad  grants,  and 
which  have  been  offered  for  sale  subject  to  the  double  minimum. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June  last, 

there  were  sold  for  cash 1,083,495.21  acres. 

Located  with  military  warrants 6,142,360  " 

Located  with  other  certificates 9,426.66     " 

Making  a  total  of. 7,235,281.87  acres 

thus  disposed  of. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  were  reported,  under 

swamp  land  grant 16,684,253.26      « 

And  for  internal  improvements,  railroads,  &c..     1,427,457.68      " 

Making  an  aggregate  of. 25,346,992.81  acres. 

For  the  quarter  ending  30th  September,  1853, 

there  were  sold  for  cash 1,295,185.36  acres. 

Located  with  bounty  land  warrants 1,148,280 


Making  a  total  of. 2,443,465.36 

Reported  under  swamp  land  grant 2,527,694.20 

Railroad  grants 70,117 


u 
u 


Making  an  aggregate  of 5,041,276.56  acres. 

This  shows  an  increase,  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  compared  with  the 
preceding,  in  sales  and  locations,  of  2,365,215  acres ;  and  including 
sw&mp  land  selections,  of  12,231,818  acres-  The  increase  for  the 
third  quarter  of  the  current  calendar  year,  over  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  the  previous  year,  of  sales  and  locations,  is  867^562  acres ; 
and  including  swamp  land  selections,  is  910,023  acres. 

These  statements  have  reference  only  to  the  lands  east  of  the 
Rocky  mountains;  for  although  land  districts  have  been  established  in 
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California  aoil  Oregon,  and  extensive  surveys  have  been  made  there, 
which  have  added  materially  to  the  correspondence  of  the  office,  no 
lands  have  yet  been  reported  as  disposed  of  in  those  districts.  This 
great  increase  in  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain,  the  cause  of  which 
will  be  explained  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report,  has  produced  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  duties  of  all  the  divisions  of  this  office. 

Some  idea  may  be  entertained  of  the  amount  of  labor  performed 
during  the  past  year,  from  the  fact  that  there  have  been  issued  78,414 
patents  of  every  description,  including  cash  sales ;  bounty  lands  under 
acts  of  1812,  1847,  1850  and  1852;  for  swamp  lands,  reservations 
under  liidian  treaties,  and  private  land  claims  derived  from  former  gov- 
ernments, and  confirmed  by  Congress  and  the  courts;  some  of  which 
occupy  many  folio  pages  of  closely  written  manuscript.  For  the  same 
period,  35,395  certificates  for  cash  sales,  6,181  declaratory  statements, 
and  79,751  warrants  were  posted,  and  100,618  selections  for  internal 
improvements,  railroad  grants,  and  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  were 
entered  in  the  tract-books.  Besides,  361  receivers'  accounts  were 
adjusted,  292  accounts  of  disbursing  agents,  406  of  surveyors  general 
and  deputy  surveyors,  253  of  publishers  of  newspapers,  15  for  locating 
land  warrants,  and  302  refundmg  accounts,  were  settled.  1,657  pieces 
of  scrip  for  Virginia  revolutionary  claims  were  issued,  embracing 
129,669  acres,  and  298  of  these  claims  were  examined. 

There  were  19,717  letters  recorded,  occupying  12,000  folio  pages, 
equal  to  24  volumes;  23,861  letters  registered,  occupying  3,204  pagesy 
equal  to  6  large  volumes ;  135  manuscript  patents,  occupying  301  pages  ; 
1,610  accounts  recorded,  occupying  1,595  pages,  over  3  large  volumes. 
In  addition  to  these,  about  10,000  packages  of  monthly  and  quarterly 
returns,  letters,  lists,  abstracts,  &c.,  have  been  received,  and  12,100 
packages  of  patents,  blank  forms  and  circulars,  have  been  packed, 
sealed,  directed  and  transmitted  from  this  office,  during  the  past  year  ; 
and  the  official  seal  has  been  affixed  to  upwards  of  150,000  patents 
and  exemplifications. 

Nearly  all  this,  as  you  are  aware,  may  be  considered  as  merely  manual 
labor,  and  is  exclusive  of  the  complicated  and  difficult  duties  incident 
to  our  general  operations,  and  which  require  a  great  deal  of  time,  and 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  land  legislation  of  Congress,  of  fi>reign 
and  Indian  treaties,  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  the  precedents  estab- 
lished, and  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  foreign  governments 
which  preceded  us  in  sovereignty. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  it  is  gratifying  to  state,  that  notwith- 
standing the  extensive  ramifications  of  our  land  system,  and  of  the  large 
amount  of  money  collected  and  disbursed  under  it,  by  receivers  of  pub- 
lic moneys  and  surveyors  general,  no  loss  has  accrued  to  the  treasury, 
nor  is  any  apprehended.  All  accounts  of  receivers  of  public  money,  m 
their  several  capacities,  have  been  adjusted  up  to  and  including  the 
third  quarter  of  the  current  calendar  year,  and  the  sales,  locations,  and 
selections  have  generally  been  posted  to  the  same  period. 

The  accounts  of  the  surveyors  general,  deputy  surveyors,  &c.,  have 
in  like  manner  been  adjusted  to  the  latest  period.  Thqt:  surveys  have 
been  pressed  forward  in  the  several  districts  with  the  utmost  energy,  so 
that  the  settlement  of  those  district?,  may  be  promoted  and  the  lands  sold. 
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The  Recorder's  division  has  been  actively  and  zealously  employed 
in  the  preparation  of  patents,  exemplifications,  &c.,  and  the  same  may 
be  saia  of  the  several  bounty  land  divisions. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  number  of  warrants  issued 
under  the  several  laws  granting  bounty  lauds,  the  number  located,  and 
the  number  outstanding,  with  the  number  of  acres  in  each  class : 

Act  of  1847, 


Grade  of  war- 
rant. 

Number 
issued. 

Acres 

embraced 

thereby. 

Number 
located. 

Acres 

embraced 

tiliereby. 

Number 
outstand- 
ing. 

Acres 
embraced 
thereby. 

160  acres 

40acrea 

78,796 
6,802 

12,607,200 
272,080 

73,911 
5,375 

11,825,760 
215,000 

4,884 
1,427 

781, 440 
57,080 

Total 

85,597 

12,879,280 

79,286 

12,040,760 

6,311 

838, 52D 

Act  of  1850. 


160  acres 
80  acres . 
40  acres. 

Total. 

160aere« 
80  acres. 
40  acres. 

Total. 


25,040 
53,131 
93,386 


171, 557 


4, 006, 400 
4, 250, 480 
3, 735, 440 


11,992,320 


19,110 
35,562 
61,651 


3, 057, 600 
2, 844, 960 
2, 474, 040 


116,523 


8, 376, 600 


5,930 
17,569 
31,535 


55,034 


948,800 
1,405,520 
1,261,400 


3, 615, 720 


Act  of  1852. 


950 
1,088 
6,850 


O,  oCXJ 


152,000 

372 

87,040 

327 

274,000 

2,587 

513, 040 

3,286 

1 

59,520 

^    26,160 

103,480 


189, 160 


578 

761 

4,263 


5,602 


92,480 

60,880 

170, 520 


323,880 


SUMMARY. 


Act  of  1847.-.. 
Act  of  1850.... 
Act  of  1852.... 

85,597 
171, 557 

8,888 

12, 879, 280 

11,992,320 

513,040 

79,286 

116,523 

3,286 

12, 040, 760 

8,376,600 

189,160 

6,311 
55,034 

5,602 

838,520 

3, 615, 720 

323,880 

Grand  total... 

266,042 

25,384  640 

199,095 

20,606,520 

66,947 

4, 778, 120 
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The  onerous  and  responsible  duties  of  the  chief  clerk,  in  the  superin- 
tendence and  direction  of  the  accountants,  &c.,  and  the  regulation  and 
direction  of  the  police  of  the  office,  have  been  faithfully  and  efficiently 
discharged. 

A  just  and  equal  division  of  labor  has  been  carefully  observed,  and 
a  system  gradually  introduced,  by  which  the  exact  disposition  of  any 
case  can  readily  be  ascertained  ;  and  although  the  duties  of  each  di- 
vision are  extremely  onerous,  it  is  believed  that  they  can  be  discharged 
by  this  system  without  an  increase  offeree,  if  each  faithfully  discharges 
his  duties,  and  no  additions  thereto  are  made. 

The  delivery  of  patents  has  been  retarded,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
by  the  adjustment  of  the  swamp  land  grant,  in  which  much  difficulty 
has  been  experienced,  owing  to  its  great  extent,  the  imperfections  of 
the  field-notes  of  the  early  surveys,  the  numerous  conflicts  that  have 
arisen,  and  the  complexity  of  the  questions  involved.  These  difficul- 
ties are  being  overcome  by  the  regulations  prescribed  for  the  adjustment 
of  that  grant,  the  promptitude  and  energy  of  the  governors  and  other 
officers  of  the  several  States,  and  the  able  and  efficient  action  of  the 
surveyors  general  and  district  land  officers.  That  the  States  may  ob- 
tain all  the  benefits  contemplated  by  these  acts  as  heretofore  construed, 
the  regulations  require  that  such  of  the  public  land,  at  the  passage  ol 
the  law,  as  is  shown  by  the  field-notes,  or  proved  by  competent  testi- 
mony, to  be  of  the  character  specified  in  the  grant,  shall  be  certified  to 
the  States- as  their  property.  Further  legislation,  however,  will  be  re- 
quired to  facilitate  the  final  adjustment  of  this  grant,  and  will  be  recom- 
mended under  its  appropriate  head. 

The  arrangement  of  the  swamp  selections  has  also  materially  inter- 
fered with  the  adjustment  of  the  recent  railroad  grants;  for  the  reason 
that  all  lands  of  the  class  first  mentioned,  being  embraced  in  a  law  of 

Erevious  date  to  the  other,  had  to  be  ascertained  before  selections  could 
e  made  understandingly  for  the  railroads. 
The  grant  for  the  Central  railroad  through  Mississippi  and  Alabama 
has  been  closed,  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  ad- 
justment of  those  in  Missouri.  In  Arkansas,  the  lands  along  the  sup- 
posed route  of  the  road,  for  which  a  grant  was  made  by  tne  act  of 
February  9,  1860,  were  withdrawn  fi"om  market  for  six  months,  but 
no  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  the  adjustment  of  the  grant,  for  the 
reason  that  the  route  of  that  road  has  not  yet  been  determined.  Appli- 
cation was  made  by  the  governor  of  Arkansas  to  continue  this  reserva- 
tion to  December,  1854,  when  the  legislature  would  meet,  under  whose 
direction  the  survey  of  the  route  of  that  road  was  placed  by  the  act  of 
Congress  above  mentioned.  This,  however,  it  was  thought,  could  not 
be  done  with  due  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  lands  and  the  interests 
of  the  government ;  but  to  af&rd  an  opportunity  for  the  action  of  Con- 
fess on  the  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  to  facilitate  settlements,  a 
further  reservation  was  made  till  March  next,  with  the  condition  that 
it  should  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  actual  settlers. 

The  difficulties  anticipated  in  my  last  report,  in  the  examination  and 
satisfaction  of  Virginia  revolutionary  land  warrants,  have  been  more 
than  realized.  The  act  of  August  31, 1852,  directing  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  "  shall  be  satisfied,  by  a  revision  of  the  proofs,  or  by 
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additional  testimony,"  that  any  warrant  surrendered  "was  fairly  and 
justly  issued,  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  said  commonwealth,*'  has 
been  construed  as  requiring  a  re-examination  of  the  evidence  on  which 
such  claims  were  originally  allowed,  and  the  warrants  issued,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  same  had  been  done  "in  accordance  with  the  laws  of 
that  commonwealth." 

The  rolls  and  other  records  of  such  services  are  very  imperfect,  and 
there  are  but  few  persons  now  living  who  can  testify  to  facts  occurring 
at  that  early  day  from  their  own  personal  knowledge.  The  services 
for  which  these  claims  are  made  must  have  been  performed  between 
1776  and  1783.  To  be  cognizant  of  such  service,  the  witness  should 
have  been  at  least  ten  years  old  at  the  first  ot  those  dates.  This,  added 
to  the  time  that  has  since  elapsed,  woidd  make  such  witness  now  about 
eighty-three  years  old.  Very  few  can  be  found,  at  this  time,  of  that 
advanced  age ;  and  those  can  know  comparatively  but  little  of  such 
services,  as  they  were  performed  in  many  different^  sections  of  the 
country,  on  land  and  water.  Entire  reliance,  moreover,  cannot  be 
placed  upon  the  memory  of  witnesses  of  such  advanced  age,  even 
where  they  were  engaged  in  the  service  or  personally  interested  in  the 
transaction,  as  the  events  of  early  life  are  apt  to  be  blended  in  the 
memory  with  the  transactions  of  subsequent  years.  Hence,  where  the 
proof  is  defective  upon  which  claims  of  this  character  were  originally 
allowed,  there  is  little  probability  at  the  present  time  of  supplying  the 
deficiency.  For  such  lax:he8  the  government  is  not  responsible,  and 
hence  there  is  no  other  course  under  the  law  but  to  reject  cases  of  this 
class,  unless  Congress  shall  direct  that  all  these  warrants  shall  be  sat- 
isfied with  scrip,  except  where  they  were  obtained  by  fi^ud.  Notwith- 
standing these  difficulties,  the  business  of  this  branch  has  been  prose- 
cuted with  the  most  commendable  zeal  and  diligence  by  the  gentlemen 
employed  on  it. 

The  pre-emption  business,  and  that  connected  with  the  selection  and 
arrangement  of  the  school  and  seminary  lands,  all  of  which  belong  to 
one  divison,  have  been  pressed  forward  earnestly  and  diligently,  and 
the  many  questions  connected  with  these  subjects,  often  difficult,  have 
been  promptly  and  satisfactorily  settled. 

I  beg  leave  to  invite  special  attention  to  the  able  reports  of  the  sur- 
veyors general,  herewith  communicated.  It  will  be  perceived  that  each 
has  &ithfully  discharged  the  important  and  onerous  duties  committed 
to  his  care,  and  that  all  are  striving  satisfiictorily  to  close  up,  as  early 
as  practicable,  the  business  of  their  offices. 

Many  of  the  important  ({uestions  presented  by  the  surveyor  general 
of  Illinois  and  Missouri  involve  such  heavy  mterests,  and  are  sur- 
rounded with  so  many  difficulties,  that  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  make 
them  the  subject  of  a  fiiture  report,  after  they  shall  have  been  fully  con- 
sidered, and  appropriate  remedies  devised. 

The  graphic  representations  by  the  surveyors  general  of  Florida, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  of  the  soil  and  productions  of  certain 
portions  of  their  districts,  are  peculiariy  interesting,  especially  to  per- 
sons who  may  wish  to  settle  in  those  regions.  The  simple  yet  certain 
and  admirable  system  of  surveys  originated  at  a  very  early  period  of 
our  confederacy,  with  the  other  branches  of  the  land  s3^stem,  nas  now 
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been  extended  nearly  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the 
lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Fixed  and  certain  in  every  particular, 
its  marks  and  monuments  can  readily  be  traced,  where  existing;  and 
when  obliterated  by  time  or  accident,  easily  restored.  The  geograph- 
ical position  of  every  object  over  which  it  has  been  extended  can  be 
ascertained  with  the  greatest  facility  and  considerable  accuracy,  and 
the  distances  of  given  points,  and  their  relative  positions  to  each  other, 
can  readily  be  determined. 

To  the  gentleman  now  in  charge  of  this  division  of  the  oflSce  we 
are  indebted  for  the  harmony  and  uniformity  which  has  existed  in  it  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  his  efforts  now  are  as  well 
directed  and  untiring  as  ever,  to  carry  on  to  final  consummation  the 
work  so  well  begun. 

The  Indian  reservations  and  private  land  claims  belong  to  one  divi- 
sion of  this  office  :  of  the  former  every  case  presented  has  been  disposed 
of,  or  put  in  the  way  of  final  settlement. 

There  are  still,  however,  a  large  number  where  parties  holding  deeds 
from  the  Indians  have  not  presented  them  for  patenting.  Of  the  Creek 
cases  1,170  are  of  this  character,  and  there  are  numerous  other  reserva- 
tions, under  treaties  with  the  Winnebagoes,  Pottawatomies,  Choctaws, 
&c.,  which  the  oflSce  is  prepared  to  dispose  of  on  presentation. 

About  160,000  acres  of  the  lands  in  the  Chickasaw  cession  of  1832 
remain  unsold,  which,  however,  are  being  rapidly  entered,  and,  with 
the  "land  office  section,"  will  in  due  time  be  disposed  of  under  the 
treaty  and  existing  laws.  The  impolicy  of  making  reservations  in  fee, 
in  the  Indian  treaties,  has  been  long  since  ascertained,  and  the  practice, 
to  a  great  extent,  abandoned.  It  is  highly  important  that  the  outstanding 
cases  should  be  disposed  of  at  an  early  day,  as  every  year's  delay  has  a 
tendency  to  increase  the  difficulties,  if  any,  that  surround  them,  and  may 
finally  lead  to  much  harassing  litigation.  To  obviate  difficulties,  and 
to  close  up  this  business  as  far  as  the  government  is  concerned,  I  would 
suggest  that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  patents  to  issue,  in  all  cases, 
in  the  names  of  the  reservees,  with  the  proviso  that  the  title,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  President,  should  inure  to  their  heirs  or  assignees,  leav- 
ing to  the  courts  to  determine  the  validity  of  contested  titles. 

Numerous  and  complicated  questions  are  constantly  arising  in  the 
private  land  claim  bureau  of  this  office,  with  reference  to  the  rights  of 
parties,  and  the  correct  location  of  their  claims.  The  records  in  many 
cases  are  so  voluminous  as  to  require  days,  and  even  weeks,  simply  to 
read  them.  To  select  and  array  the  facts  from  such  records,  and  to 
apply  them  to  the  acts  of  Congress,  with  reference  also  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  the  governments  with  whom  they  originated,  requires  sound 
judgment,  great  care,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  every  matter  con- 
nected with  the  business.  These  cases  are  daily  becoming  more  import* 
ant,  from  the  great  increase  in  the  value  of  the  property  affectea  by 
them.  The  natural  tendency  of  this  increase  of  value  is,  to  cause  the 
claimants  to  look  more  closely  to  the  location,  extent,  and  boundaries 
of  their  claims,  and  to  strive  to  obtain  all  the  land  to  which  they  may 
conceive  themselves  entitled  under  them.  At  the  early  period  when 
many  of  those  claims  were  first  surveyed  and  located,  tne  land  was 
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comparatively  valueless,  and  hence  but  little  care  and  caution  was 
then  exercised  in  these  particulars. 

Numerous  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  present  holders  of  private 
land  grants  to  alter  or  amend  the  original  surveys;  but,  in  view  of  the 
unsettling  of  titles,  and  the  confusion  and  litigation  that  would  thereby 
be  induced,  such  alterations  have  not  been  sanctioned  by  this  office, 
except  in  the  clearest  cases  of  error  or  illegality.  The  acquiescence  by 
the  proprietors  in  old  original  locations,  and  their  failure  to  object  thereto 
for  years,  while  the  surrounding  lands  were  purchased  and  passed  from 
hand  to  hand,  in  good  faith,  in  my  opinion  estopped  claimants  from 
seeking  change  of  locality,  and  their  heirs  or  venders  can  have  no 
higher  right.  Hence  such  applications  have  been  refused ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  this  principle  has  received  your  sanction.  The  necessity 
for  a  specific  limitation,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  is  daily  increasing,  and  as 
legislative  interposition  would  settle  the  matter,  so  far  as  executive 
action  is  concerned,  it  seems  expedient  it  should  be  had ;  and  if  any 
valid  confirmed  claims  exist  which  have  not  been,  or  cannot  be  located, 
because  of  the  vagueness  of  the  calls,  or  that  the  land  has  been  previ- 
ously disposed  of,  provision  could  be  made  for  locating  elsewhere  a  like 
quantity  of  public  land,  subject  to  private  entry,  in  satisfaction  thereof. 
Unceasing  application  and  diligence  has  enabled  the  gentleman  in 
charge  of  this  branch  of  the  office  to  keep  the  business  of  it  nearly  up 
to  date,  notwithstanding  the  complexity  of  the  questions  involved,  and 
the  onerous  character  of  the  duties. 

When  the  action  of  this  office  shall  be  required  on  the  claims  in 
California,  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  and  the  Territory  of  Washing- 
ton, &c.,  the  business  of  this  bureau  will  be  much  more  onerous,  con- 
sequent on  its  great  increase.  The  report  of  1st  July  last  from  the 
California  commissioners,  accompanied  by  a  statement  of  the  27th 
June  last  from  their  secretary,  shows  that  there  were  at  that  time 

belbre  the  board  for  decision,  as  per  docket.- 812  cases. 

The  number  then  decided  and  all  confirmed 72     " 

The  number  not  then  decided 740     " 

The  number  on  which  the  evidence  was  then  closed  and 

ready  for  hearing 9     " 

The  number  in  which  no  evidence  was  talven,  up  to  that 

date  was 279     " 

The  iiural)er  in  which  evidence  was  taken,  but  not  closed, 

as  per  register  of  witnesses 452     " 

and  that  in  no  case  which  was  then  decided,  was  the  record  perfected  ; 
that  in  four  cases  the  transcripts  required  by  law  were  transmitted  to  the 
Attorney  General;  and  in  one  case  isuch  transcripts  had  been  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  the  northern  district  of  California. 

The  14th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1851,  to 
ascertain  and  settle  the  private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  CaUfornia, 
declares  that  the  provisions  of  that  act  "  shall  not  extend  to  any  town 
lot,  ferm  lot,  or  pasture  lot,  held  under  a  grant  from  any  corporation  or 
town  to  which  lands  may  have  been  granted  for  the  estabUsnment  of  a 
town  by  the  Spanish  or  Mexican  government,  or  the  lawful  authorities 
thereof^  nor  to  any  city,  or  town,  or  village  lot,  which  city,  town,  or 
village  existed  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six; 
but  Sie  claim  for  the  same  shall  be  presented  by  the  corporate  aurhori- 
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ties  of  the  said  town;  or  where  the  land  on  which  the  said  city,  town, 
or  village  was  originally  granted  to  an  individual,  the  claim  shall  be 
presented  by  or  in  the  name  of  such  individual,  and  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  the  said  city,  town,  or  village,  on  the  said  7th  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  lorty-six,  being  duly  proved,  shall  be  prima 
facie  evidence  of  a  grant  to  such  corporation,  or  to  the  individual 
under  whom  the  said  lot-holders  claim ;  and  where  any  city,  town,  or 
village  shall  be  in  existence  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  the  claim 
for  the  land  embraced  within  the  limits  of  uie  same  may  be  made  by 
the  corporate  authority  of  the  said  city,  town,  or  village." 

Under  this  provision,  eleven  claims  have  been  filed,  to  wit : 

No.  237,  Sonora ;  No.  2S0,  San  Francisco ;  No.  286,  San  Jos6  ;  No. 
422,  Los  Angelos;  No.  543,  Santa  Barbara ;  No.  589,  San  Diego;  No. 
633,  Sacramento  ;  No.  639,  Sonora;  No.  714,  Monterey;  No.  738,  San 
Luis  Obispo;  No.  793,  Sacramento. 

This  last  report  does  not  furnish  data  by  which  to  ascertain  the  aggre- 
gate area  of  land  covered  by  the  claims  confirmed  and  those  rejected. 

In  view  of  the  great  amount  of  business  before  these  commissioners, 
and  the  mass  of  clerical  labor  required  to  bring  the  records  down  to  the 
1st  July  last,  and  to  keep  pace  with  the  future  disposition  of  the  cases, 
those  commissioners,  with  your  approbation,  were  authorized  to  employ 
the  necessary  extra  temporary  force  for  that  purpose,  the  work  to  be 
done  on  the  most  economical  terms,  either  by  the  piece  or  otherwise. 

The  surveys  have  been  prosecuted  in  this  State  as  rapidly  as  the 
condition  of  the  private  land  claims,  &c.,  would  permit,  as  will  appear 
from  the  able  and  lucid  report  of  the  surveyor  general.  That  oflicer 
suggests  the  propriety  of  having  those  claims  located,  as  fast  as  they 
are  approved  by  the  commissioners,  that  the  land  claimed  as  private 
property  may  be  severed  froni  the  public  domain,  and  the  latter  be  sur- 
veyed and  prepared  for  market.  This  course,  heretofore  determined 
upon,  is  most  judicious,  because  if  any  of  the  claims  thus  located  shall 
hereafter  be  declared  invalid,  the  cost  of  extending  the  lines  of  the 
public  surveys  through  them  will  be  trifling,  while  the  contrary  policy 
would  have  a  tendency  to  induce  expense,  litigation  and  delay. 

The  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  California  has  been  fully 
organized,  under  the  act  of  3d  March  last — all  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions, with  the  seal  of  office,  having  been  prepared  and  transmitted. 
Some  incongruities  were  found  to  exist  between  the  provisions  of 
this  act  and  the  general  appropriation  law  of  the  same  date,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  price  per  mile  for  certain  surveys.  These  were  reconciled 
as  far  as  possible,  the  two  laws  on  this  subject  being  regarded  as  in 
pari  materia^  pnd  so  construed.  Those  rates  are  all  considered  by  the 
surveyor  general  as  too  low,  in  yiew  of  the  high  price  of  living,  and 
the  difficulties  in  executing  the  work  on  account  of  the  peculiar  topo- 
graphical features  of  the  country,  and  the  delay  and  uncertainty  inci- 
dent to  the  location  of  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  titles. 

Under  the  fifth  section  of  the  above-mentioned  act,  authorizing  the 
division  of  the  State  into  two  or  three  land  districts,  it  was  deemed 
indispensably  necessary  to  establish  two,  at  least,  in  view  of  the  extent 
of  tlie  settlements  from  north  to  south,  and  that  was  done;  the  bound- 
ary betweea  them  being  the  nearest  surveyed  parallel  to  the  36tk 
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degree  of  north  latitude.  The  office  for  the  northern  district  was 
located  at  Benicia,  and  that  for  the  southern  at  Los  Angelos;  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  usual  allowances  of  fees,  &c.,  to  those  officers, 
were  prohibited  by  that  law,  except  in  pre-emption  cases,  and  that  the 
rents  of  their  offices  would  absorb  about  the  whole  amount  of  their 
compensation,  it  was  found  indispensably  necessary  to  allow  them  the 
sum  they  should  actually  pay  for  office  rent,  in  addition  to  their  sala- 
ries, upon  the  production  of  evidence  that  such  amount  was  reasonable, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  ordinary  charges  for  rent  in  the  towns  in 
which  their  offices  are  located.  The  allowance  thus  made  in  these 
cases  from  necessity,  should,  however,  in  my  opinion,  be  extended  to 
all  the  district  land  officers ;  and  they  should  be  required  to  hold  their 
offices  in  safe  and  secure  buildings,  that  the  valuable  archives  belong- 
ing thereto  may  be  preserved  against  all  risk. 

The  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Ter- 
ritories has  not  been  received,  but  is  expected  in  time  to  be  communi- 
cated at,  or  shortly  after,  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  Congress. 
Nearly  two  millions  of  acres  in  these  Territories  have  been  surveyed, 
and  the  plats  returned  to  this  office,  and  it  is  believed  that  all  the  means 
at  the  disposal  of  the  surveyor  general  have  been  judiciously  applied 
to  the  surveys  in  that  district.  A  seal  was  provided  and  sent  to  that 
officer  as  required  by  the  act  of  dd  March  last ;  and  full  instructions 
under  the  act  of  14thFebruary  last  were  also  transmitted.  The  modi- 
fications made  by  this  act,  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  27th  Sep- 
tember, 1850,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  the  settlement  of 
that  Territory.  The  extension  of  time  to  1st  December,  3  866,  in  which 
persons  emigrating  to  and  settling  in  those  Territories  shall  be  entitled 
to  donation,  will  no  doubt  induce  many  to  seek  homes  in  that  region, 
especially  in  view  of  the  glowing  accounts  we  have  of  the  richness  of 
the  soil,  the  salubrity  and  mildness  of  the  climate,  and  the  valuable 
timber  and  minerals  found  there.  No  sales  have  yet  been  reported  as 
having  been  made  in  that  region;  owing,  most  probably,  to  the  fact  that 
the  former  surveyor  general  did  not  enter  into  bond  as  receiver  till 
shortly  before  his  successor  was  appointed.  The  law,  as  you  are 
aware,  limits  the  sales  to  actual  settlers,  who  wish  to  secure  a  fee  sim- 
ple title  to  their  homes  before  the  completion  of  the  four  years'  contin- 
ued occupancy  required  to  entitle  them  to  the  land  settled  upon  as  a 
donation.  This  provision  is  judicious,  as  in  virtue  of  it  all  settlement 
claims  will  be  acijusted,  or  in  process  of  adjustment,  before  the  lands 
are  thrown  open  to  c^eneral  entry,  and  conflicts  will  be  avoided.  Fur- 
ther legislation  would  seem  to  be  required  in  relation  to  the  second 
Eroviso  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  14th  August,  1848,  "  to  estab- 
sh  the  Territorial  government  of  Oregon."  That  proviso  directs  *•  that 
the  title  to  the  land,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  now 
occupied  as  missionary  stations  among  the  Indian  tribes  in  said  Terri- 
tory, together  with  the  improvements  thereon,  be  confirmed  and  estab- 
lished in  the  several  religious  societies  to  which  said  missionary  stations 
respectively  belong." 

This  has  been  construed  by  this  office  as  donating  to  each  missionary 
station  six  hundred  and  lorty  acres,  but  no  provision  is  made  for  issu- 
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ing  patents,  nor  any  designation  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the 
title  shall  inure,  where  the  societies  have  not  been  incorporated. 

The  operations  of  this  office  have  been  materially  facilitated,  and 
great  relief  extended  to  purchasers  and  locators  of  the  public  lands,  by 
the  acts  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  authorizing  certain  soldiers  of 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands  drawn 
by  them,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof;  extending  the  pre-emp- 
tion privilege  in  certain  cases ;  authorizing  the  correction  of  errors  of 
location  of  bounty  land  warrants  ;  and  to  revive  and  continue  for  a  lim- 
ited time  the  provisions  of  the  act  respecting  suspended  entries  of 
public  land.  Full  instructions  have  been  prepared  and  issued  under 
these  laws,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  files  of  Congress  will  thereby  be 
relieved  from  numerous  individual  applications  for  relief.  Further 
legislation  is  required,  however,  to  carry  out  successfully  and  properly 
the  provisions  of  several  existing  laws. 

By  the  act  of  27th  July,  1842,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  5,  page  497,) 
the  time  for  the  issue  and  location  of  warrants  "  for  military  services 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,"  was  limited  to  five  years  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  that  act.  That  time  was  further  extended  for  five 
years  by  the  act  of  June  26, 1848,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  9,  page  240.) 
This  time  expired  on  the  26ih  June  last,  and,  consequently,  since  that 
period,  warrants  of  this  character  cannot  be  located,  though  many  are 
outstanding ;  nor  can  any  be  issued,  though  meritorious  claims  of  this 
character  exist.  No  possible  reason  can  be  urged  why  this  class  of 
claims  should  not  be  placed  upon  the  same  basis  with  those  under  the 
act  of  1850 ;  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  provisions  of  that  law 
and  of  the  act  of  22d  March,  1852,  "to  make  land  warrants  assigna- 
ble," &c.,  should  be  extended  to  them.  In  connexion  with  this  subject, 
I  renew  the  recommenrlation  made  in  my  last  report,  that  all  warranto 
for  military  services,  and  all  patents  thereon,  be  issued  in  the  name 
ot  the  person  who  rendered  the  service ;  and  that  the  title  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  heirs,  assignees,  or  devisees,  as  the  case  maybe.  Such 
a  measure  would  relieve  a  great  manj'  cases  where  the  claimant  died 
before  warrants  issued,  leaving  neither  widow  nor  minor  children,  to 
whom  alone,  under  the  law,  warrants  could  issuti  in  such  cases. 

For  the  reasons  given  in  my  former  report,  it  is  again  recommended 
that  all  persons  who  rendered  military  service  in  any  war  in  which  the 
United  States  have  been  engaged  since  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety, 
without  reference  to  length  of  service,  be  allowed  an  amount  of  land 
which,  with  that  previously  granted,  would  be  equal  to  the  quantity  of 
a  quarter-section,  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Nothing  could  be 
more  just  to  many  who  have  rendered  valuable  services  to  their  coun- 
try, and  cheerfully  and  bravely  perilled  their  lives  in  its  defence,  and 
nothing  would  probably  extend  more  timely  and  wide-spread  relief  to 
a  most  meritorious  class  of  our  citizens. 

The  titles  to  the  lots  in  the  town  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  have  not  yet 
been  finally  acted  upon.  The  business  of  that  land  district  was  so 
confused  and  involved,  that  it  was  found  indispensably  necessary  to 
send  a  special  agent,  with  all  the  returns  of  sales  and  locations,  to 
revise  its  records  and  put  them  in  order.  He  was  also  directed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  condition  of  the  titles  to  the  town,  for  which  instructions 
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had  been  issued  long  previous,  and  in  relation  to  which  nothing  had 
then  been  heard.  He  discharged  those  duties  promptly  and  eflBciently, 
and  in  a  much  shorter  space  ot  time  than  was  expected ;  and  finding  com- 
plaints that  full  notice  had  not  been  given  to  all  concerned  of  the  action 
on  the  town  lots,  he  recommended  that  the  evidence  relative  thereto  be 
returned  for  that  purpose,  which  was  done.  The  whole  subject,  it  is 
expected,  will  be  closed  next  summer.  It  is  specially  recommended 
that  a  fire-proof  building  be  authorized  for  the  protection  of  the  archives 
of  this  district. 

Numerous  illegal  subdivisions  have  been  made  by  some  of  the  land 
officers  in  the  northwest,  and  the  lands  have  been  sold  in  accordance 
with  therfi.  It  would  be  much  easier  to  confirm  these  sales  and  sub- 
divisions, than  to  unsettle  the  titles  by  declaring  them  void.  Legisla- 
tion to  that  effect  is  therefore  suggested. 

Some  of  the  relief  laws  authorize  the  closing  and  patenting  of  all 
entries  below  specified  prices,  where  a  certain  amount  had  been  paid. 
Many  cases  inconsistent  with  these  laws,  and  not  provided  for  by  them, 
were  closed  and  patented  under  them ;  and,  for  similar  reasons  to  the 
foreo[oing,  the  same  course  is  recommended. 

There  is  a  subject  to  which  I  would  specially  and  earnestly  call  the 
attention  of  Congress.  It  is  the  passage  of  an  act  similar  in  its  provi- 
sions to  that  now  existing  in  relation  to  the  clerks  and  others  in  this  office, 
and  expressly  interdicting  any  register,  receiver,  surveyor  general, 
deputy  surveyor,  or  any  other  officer  who  may,  in  any  manner,  be 
connected  with  the  disposal  or  survey  of  the  public  lands,  from  making 
any  purchase  thereof,  clirectly  or  indirectly ,  under  the  penalty,  upon  con- 
viction, of  dismissal  Scorn  office,  and  fine. 

The  reservations  for  naval  timber  have  not  heretofore  been  profitable 
to  the  government,  for  the  reason  that  the  laws  require  selections  to  be 
made  by  the  President.  It  is  recommended  that  an  act  be  passed  ipso 
facto  reserving  all  lands  upon  which  such  timber  is  found  growing ;  and 
that  collectors  of  ports  be  prohibited,  under  proper  penalties,  from  grant- 
ing clearances  to  vessels  having  cargoes  of  such  timber,  except  on  satis- 
factory evidence  of  the  locality  from  whence  it  was  cut,  and  that  the 
land  was  private  property. 

The  muniments  of^ titles  under  the  credit  system,  that  existed  prior 
to  1820,  are  fast  going  to  decay,  and  are  constantly  subject  to  loss  or 
destruction.  These  should  all  be  recorded  in  books  to  he  provided  for 
the  purpose,  as  the  want  of  them  might,  and  probably  would,  lead  to 
endless  litigation,  and  to  the  loss,  by  many  individuals,  of  their  lands. 
They  are  in  fact  the  landed  history  of  a  past  generation,  wliich  could 
not  be  replaced  by  memory  or  tradition ;  conseouently  should  be  placed 
where  they  would  be  imperishable.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended 
that  this  office  be  authorized  to  do  so,  whenever  the  pressux:e  of  other 
duties  will  permit. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  invited  to  the  imperfect  condition  of 
some  of  the  records,  in  this  office,  of  Virginia  military  patents  issued 

Erior  to  1834,  for  lands  in  Ohio,  and  the  mode  of  remedying  the  evil, 
eretofore  proposed  is  again  suggested ;  also  to  the  propriety  of  pre-* 
scribing,  by  legislation,  suitable  measures  for  ascertaining  and  settling 
the  claims  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories^  under  the  treaty 
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with  Great  Britain  of  16th  August,  1846.  The  settlements  in  these  Ter- 
ritories are  rapidly  extending,  and,  in  view  of  the  donations  made  tt> 
the  settlers  therein,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  the  claims  under 
that  treaty  should  be  finally  disposed  of,  to  prevent  conflict  of  titled 
and  harassing  Utigation. 

The  numerous,  and  in  some  cases  extensive  reservations,  which  are 
no  longer  required  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  originally  made, 
materially  affect  the  settlement  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  several 
locaUties,  There  is  no  provision  of  law  for  the  disposal  of  lands  cov- 
ered by  such  reservations,  except  the  act  of  1819,  which  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  sell  abandoned  military  reservations.  The  recom- 
mendation is  therefore  renewed,  that  this  ofiice  be  authorizes  to  bring 
such  lands  into  market,  where  not  improved,  under  the  laws  now  regu- 
lating the  sale  of  the  public  lands ;  and  to  dispose  of  those  on  which 
improvements  have  been  made,  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  President. 

The  labor  and  difficulties  experienced  in  adjusting  the  swamp-land 
grant,  especially  where  lands  of  that  character  have  been  disposed  of 
since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  September  28, 1850,  induce  me  to  renew 
the  recommendation  heretofore  made,  that  authority  be  given,  where 
such  lands  have  been  purchased  for  cash,  to  pay  over  the  purchase- 
money  to  the  State,  on  a  relinquishment  by  the  governor,  or  other  offi- 
cer appointed  by  the  legislature  for  the  purpose,  of  all  the  right  of  the 
State  in  and  to  such  lands ;  and  where  those  lands  have  been  located 
by  waiTants  or  scrip,  to  permit  the  State  to  select  a  like  amount  else- 
where": and  that  in  either  case  the  title  to  the  original  purchaser  or 
locator  pass  by  the  United  States  patent.  In  connexion  with  this  sub- 
ject, I  would  also  suggest  that  provision  be  made  that  the  formal  certifi- 
cates of  this  office,  under  its  seal,  to  the  States,  that  lists  of  lands 
selected  under  the  act  of  4th  September,  1841,  the  above-mentioned 
swamp-land  act,  or  for  schools,  seminaries,  &c.,  have  been  approved 
by  the  Executive,  shall  convey  the  fee  to  those  States  respectively, 
subject  to  any  valid  interfering  rights.  Such  has  been  the  uniform  con- 
struction of  this  office ;  but  as  doubts  have  been  suggested  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  deemed  expedient  and  necessary  to  have  such  legislative 
action  as  shall  place  that  question  at  rest. 

The  extension,  by  the  act  of  3d  March  last,  of  the  pre-emption  privi- 
lege to  the  alternate  reserved  sections  along  the  hues  of  railroads,  and 
to  landg  previously  reserved  on  account  of  claims  under  French,  Spanish, 
or  other  grants,  which  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  declared  invalid 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  has  enabled  many  of  the 
settlers  on  such  la^ids  to  secure  their  homes.  An  amendment  should 
be  made  to  this  act,  however,  to  exclude  fi'om  its  provisions  all  such 
lands  as  may  be  needed  for  public  uses.  A  further  extension,  however, 
of  the  general  pre-enaption  law.  would  seem  to  be  necessary  to  render 
ev^n-handed  justice  to  all.  By  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  3d  March 
last,  the  unsurveyed  lands  io  California,  with  certain  exceptions,  and 
on  specified  conditions,  were  made  subject  to  pre-emption.  There  is  no 
reason  of  policy  or  propriety  why  this  provision,  with  similar  limitations 
and  conditions,  should  not  be  extended  to  all  the  land  States.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  of  the  energy  aad  eoterpridc  of  this  class  of  our 
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people.  They  are  the  pioneers  of  civilization  and  Christianity.  They 
have  pressed  forward  from  the  AUeghanies  to  the  Pacific,  opening  roads, 
bridging  the  streams,  felling  the  forests,  and  cultivating  the  prairies. 
Before  them  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest  have  passed  away,  and,  like 
a  bulwark,  they  have  stood  in  front  of  their  less  daring  and  adventurous 
fellow-citizens,  who  have  followed  on  and  peopled  the  countries  thus 
opened  up  for  them.  It  is,  then,  but  a  small  gratuity  for»such  services 
that  they  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  their  homes  at  the  government 

Erice,  without  competing  with  speculators  for  the  fruits  of  their  own  toil, 
ardships,  and  privations.     It  is  therefore  earnestly  recommended  that 
this  extension  be  accorded  to  them. 

The  expediency  and  propriety  of  early  action  for  the  extension  of  the 
land  system  over  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Utah,  &c.,  is  sug- 
gested and  reconomended.  The  population  of  those  Territories  is  con- 
stantly increasing,  and  no  doubt  many  settlers  are  improving  lands 
belonging  to  the  government,  without  the  possibility  of  ootaining  titles 
for  them  under  existing  legislation.  To  relieve  this  state  of  things,  and 
to  secure  bona  fide  holders  in  their  possessions,  without  which  their 
energies  will  be  checked  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Territories  prevented, 
it  is  suggested  that  proper  surveying  districts  be  established  and  a  com- 
mission instituted,  to  ascertain  and  report  to  Congress  the  present  con- 
ditioQ  of  the  titles  therein ;  that  a  surveyor  general  be  appointed  for 
each  of  those  districts,  with  authority  to  survey  and  locate  such  of  the 
claims  therein  as  the  commissioners  shall  deem  valid,  and  that  he  be 
authorized  to  have  the  residue  of  the  lands  surveyed  according  to  ex- 
isting laws,  or  on  such  plan  as  shall  appear  best  adapted  to  the  topog- 
raphy of  the  country,  to  be  approved  of,  however,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  before  adoption.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  tenures  by 
which  the  Pueblo  or  civilized  Indians  of  New  Mexico  hold  their  lands,  * 
seem  to  be  but  little  understood,  and  hence  legislation  on  the  subject, 
without  sufficient  information,  might  lead  to  confusion  and  conflict  of 
an  endless  and  harassing  nature.  In  these  regions,  as  well  as  in  all 
our  Pacific  possessions,  it  is  recommended  that  the  mineral  lands  be 
thrown  open  to  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  all  our  citizens,  and  those 
who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such,  upon  the  payn^t 
of  a  per-centage  or  seignorage  for  coining  the  precious  metals. 

From  the  foregoing  statements  it  must  be  apparent  that  the  business 
of  this  office  has  increased  to  a  great  extent,  probably  not  less  than 
thirty  per  cent.  The  re-organization  in  July  last  nominally  increased, 
but  really  reduced  its  force;  while  ihe  railroad,  swamp,  and  pre-emp- 
tion grants,  the  Virginia  revolutionary  claims,  and  the  establisnmcnt  of 
land  offices  in  Oregon  and  California,  have  mat*^rially  added  to  its 
current  duties.  To  meet  these  increased  responsibilities  with  a  re- 
duced force,  has  required  great  and  unceasing  efforts  and  unwearied 
diligence.  Most  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  office,  with  a  spirit  of 
emulation  entitled  to  the  highest  commendation,  have  labored  indefati- 
gably  to  perform  all  the  labor  devolved  on  them  by  this  state  of  things, 
and  that,  too,  under  the  discouragement  of  reduced  salaries,  and  the 
want  of  suitable  and  sufficient  accommodations.  The  crowded  and  un- 
oooifortable  condition  of  our  rooms,  and  the  impossibility  of  laboring  in 
SQQie  of  them  in  cloudy  weather  without  artificial  light,  has  already 
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been  brought  to  your  attention ;  and  the  proper  remedy  will  be  applied 
as  soon  as  you  can  make  arrangements  for  that  purpose.  An  aovance 
of  salaries,  however,  requires  the  interposition  ot  the  legislature. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  influx  ot  the  precious  metals,  their  con- 
sequent reduction  in  value,  and  the  corresponding  increase  in  the  price 
of  every  article  of  domestic  consumption,  the  cost  of  living  has  materi- 
ally advanced.  In  every  other  branch  of  industy  the  compensation 
has  kept  pace  with  this  advance,  while  the  salaries  of  many  of  the 
employes  of  the  government  have  been  materially  reduced,  especially 
those  at  low  salaries,  who  are  employed  on  the  simpler  duties  of  the 
oflBce-  Some  of  these  have  been  reduced  from  twelve  hundred  to  nine 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  while  others  who  received  still  less  have 
had  the  twenty  per  cent,  previously  allowed  stricken  from  their  salaries* 

The  principal  clerks  ot  this  office,  by  the  act  of  1836,  are  required 
to  be  appointed  bv  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  'their  compensation,  however,  has  never  been  com- 
mensurate with  the  difficult  and  onerous  duties  performed  by  them, 
nor  sufficient  for  the  talents  and  ability  required  to  discharge  those 
duties.  They  have  not  at  any  time  had  the  benefits  of  the  per-centage 
extended  to  others,  norany  increase  of  salary  from  1836,  when  the  law 
was  passed  organizing  those  divisions,  to  the  present  time,  though  their 
duties  have  become  much  more  burdensome  and  complicated.  Nor  has 
any  provision  been  made,  since  that  time,  for  the  labor  and  trouble  of 
settling  the  five  per  cent,  accounts  of  the  several  States,  for  which  an 
allowance  had  always  been  previously  made. 

The  impolicy  of  inadequate  or  insufficient  compensation  in  any 
employment  must  be  apparent.  A  classification  that  might  do  justice 
to  othei"  offices  would  not  suit  this,  for  the  reason,  as  heretofore  re^ 
ported,  that  the  duties  are  more  diversified,  and  many  of  them  require 
a  high  and  peculiar  order  of  talent. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  recommended  that  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks  be  arranged  with  reference  to  their  duties,  and  that  such  increase 
be  made  in  their  compensation  as  will  do  justice  to  all,  and  that  a  pro- 
p^tionate  increase  be  extended  to  the  messengers,  assistant  messen- 
g"s,  packers,  watchmen,  and  laborers.  The  industry,  integrity,  and 
intelligence  indispensably  necessary  to  an  efficient  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  these  subordinate  officers,  have  not  been  fully  appreciated. 
It  is  earnestly  hoped,  however,  that  a  liberal  provision  will  be  made 
for  them  also. 

I  beg  leave  to  advert  to  a  recommendation  heretofore  made,  of  a 
ffrant  of  land  for  educational  purposes  in  this  District.  Here,  under 
the  fostering  care  of  the  government,  model  schools  could  be  foundedy 
for  imparting  instruction  in  literature,  mechanics  and  agriculture,  and 
civil  institutions  established,  on  the  plan  of  the  Military  and  Naval 
academies,  in  which  improvements  in  every  branch  of  the  arts  could  be 
tested  and  brought  successfully  into  use ;  and  where,  in  fact,  youths 
from  all  parta^of  the  country  could  be  prepared  to  act  as  instructors  in 
these  useful  and  important  branches,  and  thus  disseminate  throughout 
the  land  the  benefits  of  scientific  education. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  chemistry,  especially  when 
combined  with  geology,  mineralogy,  and  metallurgy,  would  enable  the 
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farmers  and  planters  of  our  country  to  develop  the  whole  wealth  of 
their  respective  regions,  frequently  at  inconsiderable  expense,  causing 
barren  lands  to  produce  abundant  crops,  and  withdrawing  from  their 
secret  recesses  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth,  the  mineral  treasures  deposited 
therein. 

The  citizens  of  the  District  look  to  Congress  for  that  assistance,  in 
these  particulars,  which  others  receive  from  the  legislatures  of  the  States ; 
and  the  means  of  disseminating  science  and  useful  information,  thus 
established  here,  would  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  country  at 
large,  and  materially  aid  in  perpetuating  the  blessings  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty. 

The  great  increase  in  sales  and  locations  of  leind  for  the  last  fiscal 
year,  and  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  current  calendar  year,  mentioned 
m  a  former  part  of  this  report,  has  occurred  in  those  States  where  rail- 
roads have  been  projected  and  grants  made  for  them,  or  where  such 
works  are  in  contemplation,  or  by  the  proposed  construction  of  the 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  canal.  As  evidence  of  this  fact,  I  would  state  that 
the  lands  withdrawn  from  sale  in  Illinois,  to  enable  that  State  to  select 
those  granted  to  her  by  the  act  of  20th  September,  1850,  were  again 
brought  into  market  in  July,  August,  and  September,  1852,  deducting, 
of  course,  the  2,595,053  iVb  acres  selected  by  her  under  that  grant. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June  last,  in 

that  State  there  were  sold  for  cash 298,861  acres. 

Located  with  land  warrants 2,509,120      ** 

Total 2,807,981  acres, 

Being  about  one  and  a  quarter  million  more  than  all  the  lands  sold 
(excluding  the  locations  of  warrants)  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year, 
in  all  the  land  States  and  Territory.  This  increase  would  no  doubt 
have  been  greater  if  the  main  body  of  these  lands  had  been  in  market 
in  the  beginning  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  which  was  not  the  fact.  The 
following  statement  of  the  amount  of  sales  for  cash,  along  the  route 
of  this  road  in  the  several  districts  in  Illinois,  fi-om  the  time  these  lands 
were  thus  brought  into  market  in  1852,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1853, 
more  strongly  evinces  the  effect  that  road  has  had  upon  the  sale  of 
these  lands : 
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No.  of  acres  sold 
at  the  double 
minimum. 


District. 


Chicago 
Dixon.  - 


Danville 

Vandal  ia .... 

Palestine 

Shawneetown 

Kaskaskia 

Springfield 


Total 


Aggregate 


28,400 

21,480 
125,240 

69,520 
7,920 
3,680 

27,840 


No.  of  acres  sold 
above  the  ordi- 
nary minimum, 
and  above  and 
below  the  dou- 
ble minimum. 


2,000 
160 
40,360 
320 
720 
200 


4,560 


284,080 
48,320 


332,400 


48,320 


Average  No.  of  yean 
that  these  lands  were 
in  market,  at  the  mini- 
mum of  $1 25  per  acre, 
from  the  time  origi- 
nally offered  to  1650, 
when  they  were  with- 
drawn from  the  mar- 
ket. 


13 

9 
19 
28 
28 
84 
34 
20 


In  Missouri,  the  lands  along  the  supposed  routes  of  the  several  rail- 
roads for  which  grants  were  made  by  the  act  of  10th  June,  1852,  were 
withdrawn  from  market  on  the  following  day.  As  those  roads  had  not 
then  been  located,  these  reservations  were  made  more  extensive  than  the 
lateral  lines  mentioned  in  the  act,  to  enable  the  State  to  select  the  best 
route  for  each.  The  excess  outside  the  fifteen-mile  limits,  ascertained 
after  the  survey  of  the  roads,  was  restored  to  market  on  the  5th  July, 
1853,  and  hence  could  only  affect  the  sales  for  the  third  quarter  of  that 
year.  The  following  statement  shows  the  amount  of  land  sold  during 
that  quarter,  and  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  tbe  three  preceding 
years,  in  each  district : 


1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

1853. 

St.  Louis 

Palmyra 

Fayette 

Clinton 

Jackson 

Springfield 

Plattsburg 

Milan 

2d  quarter. 

4,958.68 
5,253.28 
3,786.09 
10,730.20 
5,546.01 
4,848.71 
9,750.04 
3,375.47 

2d  quarter. 

18,022.54 
17,672.89 

9,178.04 
17,311.04 

9,468.58 
15,218.05 
17,593.90 

6,883.14 

2d  quarter. 

1,903.73 

709.92 

89.52 

none. 

5,879.48 

13.36 

994.07 

2,050.39 

2d  quarter. 

•41,308.67 
34,469.65 
28,765.76i 

104,627.93 
16,858.62 
53,891.43 
15,035.23 

t23,882.16 

*  No  pales  in  August,  1853,  there  being  no  register. 


t  No  sales  in  July,  1853. 
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Here,  although  the  lands  sold  were  fifteea  miles  or  more  from  the 
route  of  the  road,  the  increase  has  been  very  great ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  when  the  alternate  sections  within  six  miles,  and  those  between 
the  six  and  fifteen  mile  limits,  are  brought  into  market,  that  the  increase 
will  be  equal  to  that  of  Illinois. 

In  Mississippi  the  sales  have  been  very  limited  for  several  years. 
On  the  20th  September,  1860,  the  lands  in  Augusta  and  Columbus  dis- 
tricts, along  the  proposed  route  of  the  Central  railroad  from  Chicago,  in 
Illinois,  to  Mobile,  in  Alabama,  were  withdrawn  from  market,  and  were 
not  again  thrown  open  to  entry  until  the  26th  September,  1863,  for 
the  Augusta  district,  and  19lh  September,  1863,  for  the  Columbus  dis- 
trict, in  the  former  district  there  were  but  tive  days  left  in  that  month 
for  sales  to  be  made,  and  in  the  latter  twelve  days.  The  September 
return  being  the  last  received  from  those  districts,  I  have  caused  a 
comparison  to  be  made  between  sales  for  that  month  in  1S53,  and  for 
the  same  month  in  the  four  preceding  years,  and  the  result  is  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Augusta,  September,  1849 424.95  acres. 

Augusta,  September,  1850 311.47      " 

Augusta,  September,  1861 ..•••*,*^*.  40.66      " 

Augusta,  September,  1862 2.48      " 

Augusta,  September,  1863 19,630.47      " 

These  19,530  acres,  at  $1  26  per  acre,  would  amount  to  $24,413  09 ; 
but  the  actual  amount  received  was  $34,056  78,  making  an  increase 
over  the  ordinary  minimum  of  $9,643  69. 

In  the  Columbus  district  this  comparison  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 


Cash  sales. 

Warrants  located. 

Total  aeraSr 

September,  1849 

September,  1860 

September,  1861 

September,  1862 

September,  1863 

$1,722  68 

1,907  69 

611  90 

834  74 

16,664  04 

636.66 

369.31 

632.60 

2,316.61 

6,840.69 

2,369.23 
2,267.00 
1,244.60 
3,161.26 
22,604.73 

In  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  district,  in  Michigan,  the  entries  for  the 
second  and  third  quarters  of  1862  amount  to  40,689.66  acres;  and,  for 
the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1863,  to  89,073.81  acres. 

This  great  and  extraordinary  increase  in  the  amount  of  lands  disposed 
of  in  these  several  sections  of  the  country,  remote  from  each  other,  can 
only  be  accounted  for  by  the  improvements  referred  to :  in  fact,  so  great 
is  the  increase  in  the  value  of  lands,  that  land  warrants  and  land  scrip 
are  nearly  up  to  the  par  or  face  value.  If,  then,  no  other  reason  existed 
for  such  grants,  this  one,  on  the  score  of  sound  economy,  would  be 
sufficient.     Many  of  these  lands,  however,  have  been  in  market  long 
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enough  for  the  interest  to  amount  to  much  more  than  the  principal ;  and 
during  all  this  period  the  States  were  dsprived  of  the  right  and  benefit 
of  taxation.  The  lands  donated  for  the  construction  of  these  improve- 
ments, an  J  those  thus  entered,  mast  of  necessity  be  cultivated,  to  enablo 
the  holders  to  pay  the  taxes,  and  from  this  legitimate  source  of  revenue 
great  pecuniary  benefit  will  be  derived  by  the  States.  This  cultiva- 
tion, as  a  matter  of  course,  will  increase  the  amount  of  grain  and  stock 
in  the  country ;  and  with  these  increased  facilities  for  sending  those  pro- 
ducts to  market,  will  reduce  the  price  of  living,  and  thus  benefit  the 
whole  community.  They  will  also  reduce  the  price  of  transportation 
for  the  manufactures  and  imports  of  the  seaboard,  and  so  reduce  the 
price  of  those  articles  to  the  settler,  and  proportionally  increase  the 
quantity  used,  and  of  course  the  profit  to  the  manufacturer  and  importer. 
The  mail  facilities  furnished  by  these  lines  of  intercommunication  will 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  government  and  the  entire  community; 
and  in  case  of  war,  if  hostilities  were  brought  to  our  own  borders,  the 
advantages  furnished  by  them  for  transporting  men  and  military  stores 
are  almost  inappreciable.  Another  and  very  great  benefit  derived 
firom  these  improvements,  is  the  amount  of  capital  and  labor  carried 
into  the  hearts  of  the  several  States  by  their  construction.  Hundreds 
of  thousands  of  laborers  can  find  constant  employment  on  them,  and 
each,  by  a  very  small  amount  of  labor,  can  secure  the  blessings  of  a 
"  homestead,"  without  feeUng  degraded  by  having  it  conferred  on  him 
as  a  gratuity,  even  if  it  were  constitution^  thus  to  benefit  a  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  many,  or  compatible  with  the  pledges  heretofore  given 
in  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  principles  of  the 
•*  homestead  "  measure,  mv  views  on  that  subject  having  been  fully 
presented  in  a  communication  of  the  18th  June,  1852,  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  of  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  a  call 
from  him;  but  it  must  be  obvious  that  the  friends  of  that  measure  can 
in  this  way  accomplish  all  that  is  desired  by  it,  without  any  of  its 
objectionable  features. 

To  grants  of  this  character  for  railroads,  canals,  &c.,  not  one  tangible 
or  substantial  objection  can  be  presented.  The  increased  value  given 
to  the  lands  enables  the  government  to  get  double  price,  and  a  ready 
sale  f)r  those  retained,  and  hence  the  grant  costs  them  nothing.  The 
same  reason  removes  all  difficulty  in  relation  to  the  pledge  given  by  the 
United  States,  at  the  cession  of  these  lands,  that  tney  should  be  con- 
sidered a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States,  and 
renders  them  more  available  towards  meeting  the  obligation  imposed 
on  them  by  the  act  of  28th  January,  1847,  that  the  proceeds  should  be 
set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  created  by  that  act.  Let 
these  railroads  and  canals  be  completed,  and  the  husbandman  will  no 
longer  have  reason  to  complain  that  his  grain  remains  ungarnered  from 
year  to  year  because  there  Is  no  mode  of  sending  it  to  market ;  it  will 
all  be  eagerly  sought  after,  and  with  his  surplus  stock  will  be  sent 
abroad  over  the  land,  to  feed  thousands  of  his  less  fortunate  fellow- 
beings,  while  he  will  thus  be  made  to  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  secured 
by  his  honest  toil  and  industry,  saying  nothing  of  the  advantages  to  the 
business  and  finance  of  the  country'. 
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Moreover,  these  means  of  intercommunication,  like  iron  bfinds,  will 
unite  the  whole  country  too^ether  by  a  community  of  interest  and  feeling, 
and,  like  the  arteries  of  the  human  system,  will  disseminate  to  every 
part  the  benefits  of  home  production,  and  of  the  Eastern,  Pacific,  and 
Atlantic  trade,  when  the  great  California  railroad  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

The  recommendation  heretofore  made  is  therefore  renewed,  that  lib- 
eral grants  for  all  such  objects  be  made,  under  suitable  restrictions. 

From  the  annexed  statement  E,  which  exhibits  the  present  condition 
of  the  public  lands,  it  will  be  seen  that  many  millions  of  acres  are  now 
subject  to  entry,  presenting  to  the  settler  every  variety  of  soil  and  cli- 
mate, rich  in  inexhaustible  fertility  and  the  valuable  timber  it  hears, 
and  in  many  sections  containing  mines  of  the  precious  metals,  and  of 
oopper,  iron,  and  coal. 

As  a  matter  that  may  be  interesting,  I  have  appended  a  table,  marked 
F,  prepared  in  1860,  with  great  care  and  from  the  most  reliable  data, 
giving  the  cost  of  the  public  domain,  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title, 
and  of  surveying,  selling,  and  managing  the  lands,  with  the  average 
actual  cost  of  each  per  acre. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WILSON,  Commissioner. 

Hon.  Robert  McClelland, 

Secretary  Department  of  the  Interior. 


SCHEDULE  OF  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 

A  BtatemeDt  of  public  lands  sold,  of  cash,  &,c.,  received  therefor,  of  incidental  expenses 
thereon,  in  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1853. 

B.  Similar  statement  for  last  of  the  fiscal  year,  as  above. 

G»  Exhibit  of  the  public  lands  advertised  in  the  year  1853;  the  quantities  the  plats  of  survey 
of  which  have  been  returned  to  the  Qeneral  Land  Office ;  the  quantities  prepared  for 
market  not  yet  advertised,  and  the  probable  quantities  which  will  be  prepared  in  1854. 

D.  Bynopsis  of  public  lands  advertised  for  sale  since  November  29, 1852,  (date  of  last  report,) 

showing  the  quantity  under  proclamation,  exclusive  of  school  lands. 

E.  Statement  of  the  areas  of  the  several  land  States  and  Territories,  showing  the  amount  un 

disposed  of,  &c.,  on  June  30, 1853. 

F.  Statement  showing  the  cost,  &o.,  of  the  public  domidn. 

Q.  Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  General  Land  Oflioe  for  fiscal  year  endmg 
June  30, 1865. 

E  Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  offices  of  the  leveral  surveyors  general  for 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1855. 

I.  Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  the  several  Statet 
and  Territories  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1853. 

K.  Beports  of  the  several  surveyors  general  of  public  lands,  excepting  Califi>mia  and  Oregon* 
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EECAPrrULATION. 


States. 


WiieoDiin 

Iowa 

Michigan 

Alabuna  and  IfiMiaiippI 

Aggregate 


Quantity  originally 
proclaimed. 


Aere$. 

3,397,563 

4, 566, 626 

2, 760, 907 

Beeerve  sections  in 


10,715,098 


Quantity  postponed. 


Acres. 


the  Mobile  and  Ohio 


Quantity  under 
proclamation. 


Acres. 
3,397,563 
4, 556, 628 
2,760,907 
railroad  grant. 


10, 715, 098 
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F. 

SteUemerU  of  the  areaof  the  pvhlic  landsj  and  the  cost  of  purchase^  extinguish 

ing  the  Indian  tithj  i^. 

Jicns,  AcTts, 

Ohio,  whole  tarface 25,576,960 

Dedact  Virginia  military 3,709,848 

Deduct  Connecticut  reseire 3, 666, 921 

Deduct  Indian  reserves,  and  lands  to  be  sold  for 

their  benefit 289,721 

7,666,490 


Indiana,  whole  surface 21,637,760 

Deduct  Clark's  grant 150,000 

Deduct  private  claims  and  Indian  reservations  in 

fee 306,101 

456, 101 


17, 910. 470 


Illinois,  whole  surface 35,459,200 

Deduct  private  claims  and  Indian  reservation  in  fee 237, 891 

Michigan,  whole  surface 35,995,520 

Deduct  private  claims,  Indian  reservation  in  fee,  and  lands  to 

be  sold  for  their  benefit 280,284 


Wisconsin,  whole  sur&oe 34,511,360 

Deduct  Indian  reservation,  private  claims,  Oneidas'  lands,  &.c.         174, 775 


Iowa,  whole  surface 32,584,960 

Deduct  Indian  reservation  in  fee,  and  private  clfums 6, 400 

Missouri,  whole  surface 43, 123,200 

Deduct  private  claims 1,362,455 

Arkansas,  whole  surface 33,406,720 

Deduct  private  claims 118,451 

Louisiana,  whole  surface 29,715,840 

Deduct  private  claims 2,584,833 


Mississippi,  whole  surface 30, 174, 080 

Deduct  Ibidian  reservation  in  fee,  Chickasaw  lands,  and  private 
claims 7,366,040 


Alabama,  whole  surfiice 32,462,080 

Deduct  Indian  reservation  in  fee,  Chickasaw  lands,  and  private 
claims 2,756,765 


21,181,659 


35,221,309 


35,715,236 


34,336,5^ 


32, 578, 500 


41,760,745 


33,288,269 


27, 131, 007 


22,808,040 


29,706,315 

35, 991, 731 

Minnesota,  whole  surface 53, 120,000 

Tennessee 3,353,824 


Florida,  whole  surface 37,031,520 

Deduct  private  claims 1,939,789 


Total 424,103,750 

Cost  of  the  above. 

Amount  paid  to  France  for  Louisiana,  in  stock  and  money $15, 000, 000  00 

Amount  paid  interest  on  said  stock  up  to  the  time  redeemable 8, 529, 353  43 

Amount  paid  to  Spain  for  the  Floridas 5,000,000  00 

Amount  paid  interest  on  stock  given  to  Spain 1,489,768  66 

j^ mount  paid  to  Georgia  in  arms  and  money  (for  Alabama  and  Mississi^i 

northof3P) 1,250,000  00 
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Amount  pud  for  Tazoo  cliiimB  under  Georgia  (for  ditto) $4, 282^  151  ]  2 

Amount  paid  for  extinguishing  Indian  title  (the  amount  given  in  lands 
having  been  deducted  in  ascertaining  the  areas  of  the  States)  to  January 

1,1850 35,589,566  (Ml 


Totol 71,140,839  21 

Interest  paid  on  stock,  not  being  a  fair  charge  against  the 
lands,  no  interest  being  allowed  on  the  proceeds  of 
these  lands,  it  is  deducted,  viz : 

On  stock  for  Louisiana $8,529,353  43 

Floridas 1,489,768  66 

10. 019, 122  09 


Total 61,121,717  12 

Making  an  average  cost,  on  this  basis,  of  14. 41  cents  per  acre. 

The  whole  amount  of  lands  surveyed  to  January  1,  1849,  per  answer  to  Acres. 

Corwin' s  call,  is 304,376,348.03 

Deduct  Chickasaw  lands  in  Mississippi,  erroneously  included ^  6, 283, 996. 78 

Amount 298,092,351.25 

Add  amount  surveyed  from  January  1 ,  1849,  to  January,  1850 9, 396, 275. 77 

Aggregate 307,488,627.02 


Aggregate  cost  of  surveying,  including  salaries  of  surveyor  general  and 
clerks,  and  expenses  attending  the  surveys $6,369,838  07 


Uaking  the  average  cost  of  surveying  2. 07  cents  per  acre. 

The  cost  of  selling  and  managing  the  public  domain  per  previous  statement      $6, 34 1, 398  59 
The  cost  of  selling  and  managing  the  public  domain  from  June  30, 1845, 
to  January  1,  IdSO 1,124,925  60 


Aggregate 7,46(5,324  19 


The  whole  amount  of  land  sold  to  January  1, 1849,  per  answer  to  Corwin's  Acres. 

can,  was 100,209,656.46 

Deduct  amount  in  Chickasaw  cessions,  erroneously  included 3, 717, 650. 29 


Amount 96,492,006.17 

Add  amounts  of  grants,  donations,  military  bounties,  &c.,  all  requiring  to 

be  managed  by  this  office,  (per  same  document) 39,227,054.48 

Add,  also,  amount  sold  and  disposed  of  in  1849, 4th  quarter  estimated 4, 668, 776. 55 

Total  sold  and  managed 140,387,837.20 

Making  the  average  cost  of  selling  (md  managing  5. 32  cents  per  acre. 

SUmiART. 

Per  acre. 

Average  cost  of  purchase  and  extinguishing  Indian  title 14. 41  cents. 

Average  cost  of  surveying 2.07    '* 

Average  oost  of  selling  and  managing 5.32    " 


Total  average  cost  per  acre 21.80  cents. 

Aggregate  amount  received  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  to  January  1, 
1849,  per  answer  to  Corwin's  call $136,772,077  32 

Deduct  amount  received  from  sale  of  Chickasaw  lands,  per  same  docu- 
ment, as  these  lands  are  not  included  in  statements  relative  to  public 
lands. 3,176.059  44 

133, 596, 017  88 
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Deduct,  also,  cost  of  purchasing  the  public  domain..         $61, 121, 717  12 

Deduct  cost  of  surveying  the  public  domain 6, 369, 838  07 

Deduct  cost  of  selling  and  managing  the  public  domain  7, 466, 324  1 9 

174, 957, 879  38 

58, 638, 138  50 
Add  amount  of  purchase  money  received  in  1849, 4th  quarter  partly  esti- 
mated          1,743,075  29 


Aggregate  actual  net  receipt  from  public  lands  over  and  above  every  cost.       60, 381, 213  79 
If  to  this  be  added  the  value,  at  $1  25  per  acre,  of  the  lands  granted  for 
military  services  in  the  revolutionaiy,  late,  and  Mexican  wars,  (4th  quar- 
ter 1849  estimated,)  it  would  be  11,814,425. 83  acres— at  |1  25  per  acre       14, 768, 032  29 

It  would  make  the  aggregate  receipts 75,149,246  08 

And  if  to  this  be  added  the  value,  at  $1  25  per  acre,  of  the  lands  donated 
for  schools,  universities,  asylums,  and  internal  improvements,  indi- 
viduals and  companies,  seats  of  government  and  salines,  21,827,433. 69 
acre8,at$l  25 27,284,292  11 


Making  the  aggregate 102,433,538  19 


It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  the  whole  amount  of  public  lands  over 
which  the  land  system  has  been  extended,  excluding,  or  course,  those  in  Acres. 

Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico,  is 424,103,705 

Of  which  there  were  surveyed  to  January  1, 1850 307,488,627 

Leaving  unsurveyed  on  that  day  the  quantity  of. 116,615, 123 


Of  the  whole  amount  of  public  lands  above  mentioned 424 ,  103, 750 

There  were  sold,  or  disposed  of,  as  already  shown 140, 387,837 


Leaving  a  balance  unsold  and  undisposed  of,  of 283, 715,713 

Of  which  there  are  still  unsurveyed,  as  above  shown 116, 615, 123 


Making  the  aggregate  of  surveyed  lands  unsold  and  unappropriated 167, 100, 590 


The  surveyed  lands  remaining  unsold  and  unappropriated  will  involve  no 
further  cost  to  the  government,  except  the  charge  for  selling  and  man- 
aging—that is,  1 67,100,590  acres,  at  5. 32  cents  per  acre $8, 889, 751  39 

Those  which  remain  unsurveyed  will  involve  the  costs  of  surveying,  selling, 
and  managing — that  is,  5.32  cents  and  2.07  each — 116,615,123  acres, 
at7.39  cents 8,617,857  59 


Making  the  total  cost  to  government  for  surveying  and  managing  the  unsold 
lands 17.507,608  98 

These  unsold  lands,  amounting,  as  above  stated,  to  283,715,713  acres,  at 
|1  25 354,644,641  25 


Making  the  net  profit  to  the  government  from  these  lands  equal  to 3:^,  1 37, 032  27 

To  which  add  the  net  cash  profit  from  the  lands  sold 60, 381,213  79 


And  it  will  make  an  aggregate  net  profit  from  the  lands  of. 897, 518, 246  06 

If  to  this  amount  be  i^ded  the  value,  at  $L  25  per  acre,  of  the  lands  dis- 
posed of  in  military  bounties 14,768,032  29 

And  the  value,  at  the  same  rate,  of  those  granted  and  donated 27, 284, 292  1 1 


It  will  make  the  aggregateof. 439,570,570  46 

which  the  government  baa  derived,  or  will  derive,  from  the  public  lands,  if  the  present 
■ystem  is  perpetuated. 
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G. 

EsUmate  of  apprc^priations  required/or  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
OenercU  Land  Office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1855,  in  addi' 
tion  to  the  balances  of  former  appropriaHons* 


Olject  of  appTOpriatioii. 


Amount. 


For  oomi>eii8ation  of  the  CommlaBioneri  Recorder,  three  principal  clerks, 
dranghtcmiin  and  aseifltant  draughtsman,  messengers,  assistant  messengers, 
and  packers,  aathorized  by  act  of  Jnly  4, 1836,  (Little  &,  Brown,  vol.  5,  p. 
107,)  the  compensation  of  the  assistant  messengers  and  packers  increased 
by  act  of  30th  September,  1850,  to  $500  each,  (Little  &  Brown,  vol.  9,  p.  527) . 

FV>r  compensation  of  chief  derk,  and  clerks  in  the  four  classes,  authorized  by 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1853,  including  the  sum  of  $200  al- 
lowed to  the  disbursing  derk  by  said  act,  in  addition  to  Ids  regular  salary, 
(Little  &,  Brown,  2d  session  32d  Congress,  p.  211.) 

For  compensation  of  principal  clerk  of  prirate  land  claims  as  superintendent 
of  Chickasaw  fund,  authorized  by  act  of  March  3, 1851,  (Little  &  Brown, 
voL  9,  p.  616) 

ContmgeiU  expenses. 

For  compensation  of  six  laborers,  at  $500  per  annum  each,  act  September  30, 
1860,  (Little  &  Brown,  vol.  9,  p.  527.) 

For  cash  system  and  military  patents,  under  laws  prior  to  September  28, 1850 ; 
patent  and  other  records,  tract-books,  and  blank  books,  for  this  and  the  dis- 
trict land  offices ;  binding  plats,  field-notes,  &o. ;  stationery,  office  furniture, 
and  repairs  of  same,  and  miscellaneous  items ...^ 

CswtmgaU  expenses  in  addkionf  under  swan^  land  act  of  September  28, 1850 ; 
mU£tr^  bounty  acts  of  September  28, 1850,  and  March  22, 18o2;  and  the  aU  of 
Angmst  31, 1852,  **for  the  saHsfaetion  of  Virginia  land  warrants" 

For  parchment,  patent  records,  letter  and  other  records,  binding  abstracts 
nd  lists,  engraymg  scrip,  &o.... • • 


$17,000 

126,100 
250 


3,000 


23,525. 


20,000 


8 
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H. 

Estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  surveying  department  for  the  fiscal  year 

ending  June  30,  1855. 


Object  of  appropriatioiL 


Amount. 


Totd. 


For  salaries  of  surreyors  general  and  their  derks,  in  addition  to  the 

balances  of  former  appropriations,  tiz  : 

1.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  per 
10th  section  of  the  act  of  May  18, 1796,  (Statutes  at  Large,  toI.  1, 
page  464.) 

8.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  Ist  section  of  the  act  of  May  9, 1836, 
(Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  5,  page  26.) 


$2,000 
6,300 


3.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri, 

per  1st  section  of  the  act  of  April  3, 1818,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol. 
3,  page  412.) 

4.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  1st  section  of  the  act  of  May  9, 1836, 

(Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  5,  page  26.) 

5.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana,  per  5th  sec- 

tion of  the  act  of  March  3, 1831,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  4,  page 
492.) 

6.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  1st  section  of  the  act  of  May  9, 1836, 

(Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  5,  page  26.) 


7.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Florida,  per  7th  section 

of  the  act  of  March  2, 1833,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  4,  page  619.).. 

8.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  1st  section  of  the  act  of  May  9, 1836, 

(Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  5,  page  26.) 

9.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa, 

per  act  of  August  8, 1846,  acts  1st  session  29th  Congress,  (Statutes 

at  Large,  vol.  9,  page  79.) 

10.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act 


2,000 
3,820 


2,000 
2,500 


11.  For  compensation  of  surveyor  general  of  Arkansas,  per  act  of  August 

8, 1846,  acts  1st  session  29th  Congress,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  9, 
page  79.) 

12.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act 

13.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Oregon,  per  11th  sec- 

tion act  of  March  3, 1853,  (Statutes  at  Large,  page  244.) 

14.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  September  27, 1850,  (Statutes  at 

Large,  page  111.) 

15.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  California,  per  1st  sec- 

tion of  the  act  of  March  3, 1851,  (Statutes  at  Large,  page  617.) 

i6.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  March  3, 1853,  (Statutes  at  Large, 
page  189.) 


17.  For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  larveyors  general, 
(including  those  in  California  and  Oregon,)  to  be  apportioned  to 
them  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  and  to  be 
employed  in  transcribing  field-notes  of  surveys  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  them  at  the  seat  of  government. 

18.  For  aalary  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  Missouri,  per  act  of 
Mavsh  2,  1805,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  2,  page  326,)  paid  prior  to 
Juljr  1«  1849,  out  of  the  surveying  fond 


4,500 
14,000 


Making  an  aggregate  of. 


OmnxwLU.  La«d  Orrioa,  Aowmfrer,  1853. 


♦8,300 


6,690 


4,600 


5,600 


6,300 


6,300 


7,800 


18,800 


40,000 
600 


107, ») 


H.  Doc.   1 


116 


I. 

Ettimate  of  appropriatums  for  the  surveying  department  for  the  Jiscal  year 

ending  June  30,  1855. 


Object  of  appropriation. 


Amount. 


1.  For  saireying  public  lands,  Ac.,  (exclosiTe  of  Callfomia  and  Orogon,)  in- 
eluding  island  Borvejs  in  the  interior,  and  all  other  special  and  difficult 
surveys  demanding  augmented  rates,  to  be  applied  and  apjiortioned  to  the 
several  districts  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  including 
expenses  of  selecting  swamp  lands,  and  the  compensation  and  expenses  to 
surveyor  to  locate  private  land  claims  in  Louisiana,  in  addition  to  the  un- 
expended balances  of  all  former  items  of  appropriation  for  same  objects.. 

I.  For  continuing  the  examinations  and  corrections  of  old,  imperfect,  and  de- 
fective surveys  in  the  lower  peninsula  of  Michigan,  north  of  the  third 
correction  parallel,  and  east  and  west  of  the  meridian,  being  forty-eight 
townships,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  dollars  per  mile 

3.  For  the  correction  of  erroneous  and  defective  lines  of  the  public  and  pri- 

vate surveys  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  dollars 
per  mile 

4.  For  preparing  the  unfinished  records  of  public  and  private  surveys,  to  be 

transferred  to  the  State  authorities,  under  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  12, 
1840,  in  those  districts  where  the  surveys  are  about  being  completed 

5.  For  resnrveys  and  examinations  of  the  surveys  of  the  pubUc  lands  in  those 

States  where  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general  have  been,  or  shall  be, 
dosed,  under  the  acts  of  June  12, 1840,  and  January  22, 1853,  including 
|2,000  for  (he  salary  of  the  clerk  detailed  to  this  special  service  in  the 

General  Land  Office 

9.  For  conrinuing  the  survey  of  the  keys  on  the  Florida  coast,  under  the  act 
of  June  28, 1848 

7.  For  continuing  the  survey  of  the  islands  off  the  coast  of  California,  under 

the  act  of  August  31, 1852 

8.  For  office  rent  for  the  surveyor  general  of  Oregon,  fuel,  books,  stationery, 

and  other  incidental  expenses 

9.  For  surveying  standard,  parallel,  and  meridian  lines  over  coast  mountains, 

and  along  the  coast,  an  estimated  distance  of  250  miles 

10.  For  surveying  township  and  subdivision  lines,  estimated  at  4,920  miles,  in 
Oregon  Territory,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  $12  per  mile,  and  including 
office  work 

U.  For  surveying  township  and  subdivision  line^,  estimated  at  4,920  miles,  in 
Washington  Territory,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  |12  per  mile,  and  including 
office  work 

Aggregate,  excluirive  of  Callfomia 


$110, 000 


20,160 


3,500 


15,000 


5,000 

20,000 

30,000 

3,000 

5,000 

65,490 

65,490 


342,640 


NoTX. — Exclusive  of  the  estimate  for  surveying  in  Califomia,  which  will  be  presented,  in 
eonnexion  with  the  annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  that  State,  when  in  readinen  for 


QxKMMUs  liAXD  Omox,  November,  1653. 
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K. 

ANNUAL  EEPORTS  OF  THE  SURVEYOBS  GENERAL 


ANNUAL  B£POBT  OP  THE  SUEVEYOE  GENERAL  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Detroit y  October  28,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  issued  from  your  oflBce  on  the 
28th  July  last,  I  have  prepared,  and  herewith  transmit,  my  annual  re- 
port, in  triplicate,  with  the  accompanying  papers  marked  A,  B,  C,  D, 
E,  F,  G,  H,  &  I,  which  will  serve  to  exliibit,  in  detail,  the  progress 
and  condition  of  the  office  and  field  work  in  this  district,  smce  the 
date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

FIELD   WORK. 

As  no  estimates  for  the  further  prosecution  of  field-work  in  this  dis- 
trict, for  the  past  season,  were  made  by  my  predecessor,  excepting  for 
the  examination  of  surveys,  little  has  been  done  more  than  to  make 
such  examinations,  and  to  complete  the  unfinished  contracts  of  the  pre- 
vious year. 

In  the  upper  peninsula  seven  townships  were  left  unsurveyed,  which 
have  been  re-contracted  and  surveyed  the  present  season,  the  notes  of 
which  have  not  yet  been  received,  out  are  daily  expected.  These  sur- 
veys complete  all  the  original  surveys  in  this  peninsula. 

The  sum  of  $5,000  having  been  appropriated  for  the  examination 
and  correction  of  original  surveys  in  the  northern  peninsula,  I  appointed 
for  that  service  George  H.  Cannon,  esq.,  a  deputy  who  has  ever  been 
found  to  be  energetic,  capable  and  honest  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
with  which  he  has  been  mtrysted  by  this  office.  The  district  assigned 
to  Mr.  Cannon  extended  from  range  one  to  eighteen  west.  He  was 
instructed  to  make  such  examinations,  in  each  contract,  of  the  original 
surveys  within  these  limits,  as  would  enable  him  to  report  upon  the 

S general  accuracy  and  character  of  the  work.  He  was  more  particu- 
arly  instructed,  however,  to  first  direct  his  attention  to  the  examina- 
tion and  correction  of  a  district  contracted  for  survey  in  I86I9  by 
William  Hemmingway.  Mr.  Henmiingway  made  his  returns  to  the 
office  in  the  usual  form ;  but  in  the  platting  and  inspection  of  his  field- 
notes,  defects  were  found  of  such  a  character,  that  explanations  were 
required  of  him  in  reference  to  them ;  which  not  proving  to  be  satis&c- 
tory,  it  was  thought  to  be  judicious  to  suspend  his  account,  until  the 
accuracy  of  his  survey  could  be  tested  upon  the  ground.  Orange 
Risdon,  esq.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  deputies  of  this 
office,  was  accordinglv  instructed  to  repair  to  the  district  for  that  pur- 
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pose*  Mr.  Risdon  reached  the  field,  and  began  and  prosecuted,  for  a 
few  days,  his  work,  when,  having  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  needle  to 
bis  compass,  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  it,  the  season  being  too 
fer  advanced  to  admit  of  his  supplying  his  loss,  and  of  returning  to  the 
field.  Enough  was  elicited  fi-om  Mr.  Risdon's  report,  however,  to 
more  strongly  confirm  the  suspicions  that  had  been  entertained  of  the 
imperfect,  defective  and  frauaulent  character  of  Mr.  Hemmingway's 
survey.  Under  such  circumstances  it  was  thought  proper  to  instruct 
Mr.  Cannon  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  work,  and  if 
any  portion  should  be  found  to  be  fraudulent  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
require  a  new  or  re-survey,  to  make  such  re-survey;  but  where  found 
to  be  only  defective  in  part,  to  supply  such  defects  :  in  short,  to  do 
what  might  be  necessary  to  render  tne  whole  survey  perfect  and  com- 
plete. Mr.  Cannon  has  just  returned  fi-om  the  field,  with  the  notes  of 
the  re-survey  and  correction  of  four  of  the  townships.  After  com- 
pleting the  survey  of  four  towns,  the  work  was  of  such  a  complex  and 
undecided  character,  that  he  considered  it  advisable  to  consult  with 
this  oflBce  before  proceeding  further.  In  the  townships  re-surveyed 
and  corrected,  portions  of  the  lines  were  found  to  be  run  and  estab- 
lished; other  lines  were  run,  but  seemed  never  to  have  been  corrected  ; 
while  other  portions  of  the  survey  were  found  to  be  entirely  fi'audulent, 
no  lines  ever  having  been  run.  In  the  corrections  and  re-survey, 
whenever  the  original  lines  were,  in  the  main,  found  to  be  sufficiently 
accurate  to  be  evident  that  their  adoption  would  not  be  a  source  of 
difficulty  hereafter,  they  were  adopted,  with  such  corrections  as  were 
necessary ;  it  being  thought  best  to  avoid,  as  far  as  practicable,  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  marks  and  lines  upon  the  ground,  which  might  hereafter 
tend  to  produce  annoyance  and  confusion.  Examinations  in  the 
remaining  townships  in  this  district  were  made,  to  a  sufficient  extent 
to  show  that  a  re-survey  and  correction  will  be  necessary ;  and  Mr. 
Cannon  will  be  instructed  to  again  repair  to  the  field  as  early  in  the 
spring  as  practicable,  for  that  purpose,  and  to  make  the -additional  ex- 
aminations that  he  has  this  season  been  compelled  to  omit.  So  much 
time  was  consumed  in  making  the  examinations  in  this  district,  that 
but  little  time  was  found  in  which  to  inspect  other  surveys.  Partial 
examinations  were  made,  however,  in  a  district  surveyed  by  Francis 
Coleman,  and  one  surveyed  by  George  E.  Adair,  in  both  of  which  the 
work  was  found  to  be  very  fairly  done.  In  the  lower  peninsula  ten 
townships,  that  were  included  in  last  season's  contracts  tor  re-survey, 
were  left  unfinished.  These  townships  were  re-contracted,  and  nine 
of  them  have  been  completed,  and  the  field-notes  of  seven  townships 
returned.  It  is  expected  that  the  survey  of  the  remaining  township, 
together  with  the  field-notes  not  yet  received,  will  be  returned  in  a 
few  weeks. 

An  experienced  deputy  was  instructed,  early  last  winter,  to  survey 
the  unsurveyed  islands  in  Saginaw  bay.  It  was  supposed  that  by 
undertaking  this  work  in  the  winter  season,  some  advantage  would  be 
derived  by  being  able  to  reach  the  islands,  and  to  connect  them  with 
the  surveys  upon  the  main  land,  by  chaining  upon  the  ice.  There  was 
no  time,  however,  during  the  winter,  that  the  ice  was  sufficiently  strong 
to  allow  of  such  a  survey.    The  work  was  consequently  not  com- 
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menced  until  spring,  when  it  was  undertaken,  and  completed  within  a 
few  weeks.  The  plats  of  these  islands  have  not  yet  been  made,  but  I 
expect  soon  to  be  able  to  have  them  made  out  and  forwarded  to  your 
oflSce.  Some  of  the  islands  are  reported  to  be  very  valuable,  and  will, 
when  offered  for  sale,  undoubtedly  bring  a  high  price. 

As  the  survey  of  unsurveyed  islands  in  this  State  has  recently  been 
the  subject  of  some  correspondence  with  your  office,  it  is  not  thought 
to  be  important  to  allude  particularly  to  them  in  this  report,  it  not  be- 
ing presumed  that  the  course  proposed  by  me  to  be  adopted  in  their 
survey  will  be  generally  applicable  to  other  districts. 

An  inspector  of  surveys  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  making; 
examinations  of  the  original  surveys  in  several  districts  situated  north 
of  the  third  correction  line,  and  west  of  the  meridian.  The  returns 
made  to  this  office,  as  the  result  of  such  examinations,  show  that  the 
surveys  in  all  of  the  districts  examined  are,  to  some  extent,  defective, 
and  in  two  of  them — one  surveyed  by  James  H.  MuUett,  and  the  other 
by  John  Hodgson — ^so  much  so,  that  an  entire  re-survey  will  be 
necessary. 

The  district  surveyed  by  James  H.  Mullett  west  of  the  meridian, 
and  the  districts  surveyed  by  H.  Brevoort,  S.  Sibley,  and  John  Hodg- 
son, north  of  the  third  correction  line,  and  east  of  the  meridian,  in  all 
estimated  at  forty-eight  full  townships,  are  now  embraced  in  my  esti- 
mates for  re-surveys  the  coming  season.  The  last  three  districts  have 
also  been  examined  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  show  the  defective  and 
fraudulent  character  of  the  old  surveys. 

The  examinations  in  the  four  districts  embraced  in  my  present 
estimate  represent,  that  in  many  of  the  townships  no  lines  have  ever 
been  run.  They  also  serve  to  snow,  as  aU  examinations  of  defective 
survey  in  this  State  have  ever  done,  that  the  field-notes  of  the  original 
surveys  are  no  index  to  the  true  and  real  character  and  value  of  the 
country  of  which  they  purport  to  give  a  iaithful  description.  Instances 
are  numerous  where  valuable  agricultural  and  pine  lands  are  found 
to  exist,  in  place  of  what  has  been  reported  as  dense,  and,  in  some 
cases,  impassable  swamp  or  nearly  worthless  lands.  This  fact  alone 
renders  it  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  government  to  take  such  steps 
as  will  enable  the  lumberman  and  the  agriculturist  to  become  not 
only  better  acquainted  with  the  character  and  resources  of  the  country, 
but  to  also  afford  them  an  opportunity  to  purchase,  and  to  determine 
the  position  and  location  of  their  lands,  where  valuable  lands  and 
timber  have  been  represented  as  worthless  swamps,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary for  the  government  to  make  known  the  true  character  and  value 
of  such  lands,  and  to  offer  the  needed  facilities  for  determining  their 
location,  to  be  amply  repaid  for  all  the  expense  they  will  incur  in  such 
a  work,  by  the  increased  sales  that  they  will  thereby  be  enabled  to 
make. 

At  no  period  within  the  history  of  this  State,  since  the  m-eat  land 
speculations  of  1836,  has  there  been  such  a  demand  for  the  public 
lands  as  at  the  present  time.  Large  tracts  of  lands,  in  townships  that 
have  heretofore  been  re-surveyed,  have  been  purchased,  that  in  many 
instances  could  not  have  been,  had  the  re-surveys  not  been  made. 

Some  portions  of  the  districts   now   estimated  for  re-survey  are 
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becoming  settled,  and  in  one  of  the  districts  a  considerable  amount  of 
land  has  been  purchased.  The  settlers  and  purchasers  have,  from 
time  to  time,  represented  to  this  office  that  in  many  cases  the  public 
surveys  could  not  be  found,  and  that  they  were  unable  to  identirjr  and 
determine  the  location  and  boundaries  of  the  lands  they  had  purchased, 
and  that  the  amount  of  sales  by  the  government  was  seriously  affected 
by  the  absence  of,  and  worthless  character  of,  the  surveys.  There  are 
two  districts,  embracing  seventeen  townships,  situated  in  the  lower 
peninsula,  not  included  in  my  present  estimates,  that  it  is  known  will 
require  to  be  re-surveyed.  There  is  also  a  district  of  eighteen  town- 
ships, situated  immediately  south  of  the  third  correction  line,  and  west 
of  tne  meridian,  that,  it  is  feared,  an  examination  will  also  show  should 
be  re-surveyed.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  make  an  examination  of  this 
district,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  true  character  of  the  work.  These 
districts,  when  re-surveyed,  with  perhaps  a  correctional  survey  in  two 
or  three  others,  will  complete  the  re-surveys,  so  far  as  it  is  now  known 
to  be  necessary  to  make  them,  in  the  lower  peninsula. 

In  the  upper  peninsula  the  examinations  of  the  surveys  have  been 
limited.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  nearly  all  the  surveys  made  by 
8.  W.  Higgins  are,  in  some  respects,  defective ;  but  it  is  not  thought 
that  a  re- survey  will  be  required  in  more  than  one  district.  This  dis- 
trict is  situated  near,  and  includes  Grand  island,  and  embraces  about 
twelve  full  townships,  several  of  which  have  been  examined  by  two 
diflferent  deputies,  both  of  whom  report  the  work  defective  and  fraudu- 
lent. It  is  important  that  a  re-survey  of  this  district  should  be  made. 
It  borders  upon  one  of  the  best  and  most  extensive  natural  inland  har- 
bors known  upon  the  western  lakes ;  and  it  is  believed  that  there  will, 
within  a  few  years,  be  a  good  demand  for  lumbering  and  agricultural 
lands  within  it. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  there  are  other  fraudulent  surveys  in  the 
upper  peninsula  than  those  that  have  been  mentioned ;  but  a  further 

Sroeecution  of  the  examinations  that  have  been  commenced  will  best 
etermine  the  question. 

Agreeable  to  instructions  from  your  office,  dated  October  14,  1852, 
a  deputy  surveyor  was  furnished  with  proper  instructions  and  papers, 
and  despatched  to  Sault  St  Marie  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  survey 
of  the  private  land  claims  at  that  place,  returns  of  which  have  been 
made  to  this  office. 

OFFICE  WORK. 

The  accompanying  statements  will  show  the  progress  of  the  regular 
office  work  for  the  past  year.  Much  miscellaneous  work  has  been 
done,  however,  of  which  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  brief  account 
Copies  of  fifty-seven  township  plats  have  been  furnished  for  the  use  of 
the  deputies  connected  with  this  office,  together  with  the  necessary 
field-notes.  A  map  of  the  private  land  claims  at  Sault  St.  Marie,  and 
a  copy  of  the  field-notes  of  the  claims,  have  been  made.  Eighty-two 
diagrams  of  portions  of  townships  have  been  fiimisbed  the  land  offices. 
All  of  the  plats  and  official  papers  belonging  to  the  land  office  at 
gault  St.  Marie  have  been  properly  arranged  and  prepared  for  the 
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binder.    About  two  hundred  and  fifty  official  letters  have  been  written 
and  recorded* 

Much  time  is  also  consumed  in  giving  mformation,  and  exhibiting  to 
persons  who  visit  the  office  the  original  notes  of  the  surveys  of  the 
public  lands  and  the  private  claims.  Owing  to  the  increased  value  ofi 
and  the  unusual  demand  for  lands,  the  applications  at  this  office  for 
such  information  are  constantly  increasing. 

It  was  expected  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the  records  and  tran- 
scripts of  field- notes  which  have  been  made  would  be  ready  for  the 
binder  before  this,  but  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Hemmingway's  survey,  and 
the  known  defects  in  the  surveys  near  Grand  island,  have  prevented 
the  work  from  being  arranged  in  its  proper  order  of  townships  and 
ranges.  The  corrections  and  re-surveys  m  Mr.  Hemmingway's  dis* 
trict  will  be  completed  early  next  season,  which  will  admit  of  the  ar- 
ranging and  binding  of  the  work  as  far  west  as  the  Grand  island  dis- 
trict, or  range  eighteen,  should  none  of  the  surveys  in  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  have  examinations  made  next  season  be  found  defective. 

In  your  letter  of  28th  July,  I  am  requested  to  indicate  the  probable 
time  when  (consistently  with  the  public  interest,)  the  surveys  and 
archives  in  this  district  will  be  in  a  condition  to  be  surrendered  to  the 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved June  12,  1840. 

If  such  re-surveys,  corrections,  and  examinations  are  made,  as  it  is 
now  believed  the  interest  of  the  government  and  the  public  reguire, 
prior  to  the  abolishment  of  this  office,  not  less  than  five  years  wiU  be 
required  to  perfect  and  complete  the  field  and  office  work  of  this  dis- 
trict. If  no  more  field  worit  should  be  undertaken,  three  years  will 
probably  be  required  to  properly  complete  the  office  work  in  this 
office. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEANDER  CHAPMAN, 

Surveyor  GeneraL 

John  Wilson,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Qeneral  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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c. 

Suuement  of  original  plats  made^  and  of  copies  transmitted  to  the  General 
Land  Office^  since  November  12,  1852,  luith  date  of  transmission* 


Township. 


12  north 

44  north........ 

B6  and  27  north. 
S  and  26  north. 

45  north 

44  ftnd  45  north. 
24  north 


25  and  26  north.. .... 

86  north 

16  north 

40  north 

Snorth 

S8  north 

50  north. 

49  north 

47  and  48  north 

27  north 

49  north 

21  north 

44, 45, 46  and  47  north 
23  north , 

22  north 

21  north 

17  and  48  north 

26  north 

S2,8a,25,86&27noTth 


S  and  25  north. 


SO  north 

50  north. 

25, 26  and  27  north... 
24  and  27  north 

24  north 

23  north 

28  north 

W  north... ....  ..^a.. 

41  and  42  north 

42  north 

46  north 

46, 47  and  48  north... 

43  and  45  north 

25  and  26  north 

13»  14, 15  and  24  north. 


23  north 

Sand  99 north 

23, 23, 24  and  25  north. 


Range. 


26  west 

24  west 

2  west 

4  wesi 

41  west 

43  west 

2  and  3  west... 

6  west 

9 west..  ...... 

26  and 27  west.. 
25, 26  and  27  west 

26  and  27  west . 

27  west 

30  west 

31  west 

32  west .«. 

11  west 

15  west 

6  west 

37  west 

3  west 

4  west 

5  west 

36  west 

8west 

1  west 


2  west 


8  and  12  west.. 
27  and 28  west.. 

3  west 

4  west 

7  west 

8  west .. ...... 

9  west..  ..I... 

11  west 

25  west 

<wv  west .. ...... 

32  west 

•So  west .. ...... 

24  west 

5  west 

1  wenl.. ...... 


2  west 

24  and  25  west 
10  west 


Land  distriot. 


Lake  Saperior  .. 

do 

Sagmaw 

Grand  RiTor .... 
Lake  Saperior  .. 

do 

Saginaw  d&  Grand 

Kiver 

Grand  River .... 

do 

Lake  Superior... 
do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

Grand  River .... 
Lake  Superior... 
Grand  River.... 
Lake  Superior... 
Grand  River.... 

do 

do 

Lake  Superior .. 
Grand  River .... 
Saginaw 


do. 


Grand  River.... 
Lake  Saperior... 
Grand  River.... 
do 


do 

do 

do 

Lake  Superior... 

do 

...... oo .. ...... 

do 


Grand  River 
Saghiaw.... 


do 

Lake  Saperior. 
Grand  River . . 


Number  of  oopies. 


I 


1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 

2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 


2 
1 
5 

2 

2 
2 

3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
4 

1 
2 

4 


1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 

2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 


2 
1 
5 

2 

2 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
4 

1 
2 
4 


1 


When  sent  to 
Commission'r. 


2 
2 
4 
4 
2 
4 

4 
4 
2 
4 
6 
4 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
8 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
10 


4 

4 
6 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
6 
4 
4 
8 

2 

4 

8 


Nov.  15, 1852 

do 
Nov.  20, 1852 

do 
Nov.  22, 1862 

do 

Nov.  23, 18S2 
Deo.    3,  1852 

do 
Dec.  11,  XSga 
Dec.  17, 1852 

do 

do 
Dec.  22, 1892 

do 

do 
Dec.  23, 18S2 
Dec.  24, 1&52 
Jan.  15,1853 
Jan.  22, 1853 
Jan.  25,1853 

do 

do 
Jan.  27, 1SS3 
Jan.  31,1^ 
Feb.  9  and  10, 

1853. 
Feb.  9  and  10, 

1853. 
Mar.    4,1863 
Mar.    7, 18S3 
Mar.  29,1853 

do 
April  11, 1883 

do 
April  12, 1883 

do 
April  28, 1883 

do 
June    1, 1883 

do 
June  10, 1883 
June  23, 1853 
June28&30 

18  "3. 
June  28, 1883 
July  16,1853 
Aug.  18, 1658 
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C — Continued. 


Township. 


56  and  49  nortih 

49  and  50  north 

43  north 

49  north 

50  north 

49  north 

50  north 

24  and  27  north 

57  north 

44  and  47  north 

44  and  45  north 

16  and  17  north 

13  north 

37  north 

26  north 

44  north 

23  north 

41  and  42  north 

41  and  44  north 

49  north 

46  and  47  north 

47  north 

42, 43, 46,47  &>  48  north 


Range. 


28  west 


29  west 

25  and  26  west 

30  west 

31  west 

32  west 

36  and  37  west 

5  west 

6  west 

23  west 

22  west 

1  west , 

2  west 

26  west 

10  west 

41  west 

5  west 

24  west 

26  west 

33  west 

34  west 

35  west 

22  west 


Land  district. 


Lake  Superior... 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do , 

do 

Grand  KiTer... 

do 

Lake  Snperior. 

do 

Saginaw 

do 

Lake  Snperior. 
Grand  River... 
Lake  Superior. 
Grand  River  ... 
Lake  Superior. , 

do 

do 

do 


do. 
do. 


Total 


Number  of  oopiea. 


O 


2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
5 


119 


d 

•i 


o 


2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
5 


119 


When  sent  to 
CommiHRimi'r. 


I 


4 

4 
2 
2 
2 
4 
4 
2 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
4 
2 
4 
2 
10 


238 


Aug.  16  &  Oct. 

10,  1853. 
Aug.  18, 1853 
Aug.  2e,  1853 
Sept.  1, 1853 

do 

do 
Sept.   2,1853 
Sept.   9, 1853 

do 
Sept.  17, 18S3 
Sept.  21, 1853 
Sept.  24, 1853 

do 
Oct.  10,1853 
Not  sent. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


SURTBTOR  GX1VIRAI.'B  OtFIOI. 

Detroit,  October  28, 1853. 


LEANDER  CHAPMAN, 

Stmwyor  (Toisral. 
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D. 

Statement  of  plats  made  and  sent  to  the  land  ofices  in  this  district  since 

November  12,  1862,  with  date  of  transmission. 


Townahipi. 


6,23, 35, 96,  and  27  north 

11, 12,  ^,  24,  25,  and  26 north... 

Sa,  24,  and  26  north 

22,25,  and  26  north 

SI  north 

21, 25,  and  26,  north 

24  north 

86  and  30  north 

26  north 

27  north 

30  north 

46  and  50  north 

47  and  49  north 

47, 48,  and  49  north 

47, 48,  and  49  north 

44  north 

96  and  39  north 

S6, 40,  and  50  north 

43  north 

42. 43. 44,  and  45  north 

42  north 

43. 44. 45,  47,  and  48  north 

44  and  45  north.... 

44,45,  and  47  north 

44, 45,  and  47  north 

45  and  46  north 

46  north 

44  and  45  north..... 

46  north. 

45  north 

8,9,  and  10  north 

46  north 

47  north 

48  and  50  north 

42  north 

45  north 

41  and  42  north. 

42  north 

50  north 

Uf^wrth 

47  north 

41  and  42  north 

45  north 

42  north 

46  and  47  north 

43  north 

44  north 

45  north 

13  north 

25  and  27  north 

24  and  27  north 

26  north 

23  north 

north.... ••• 


Banges. 


1  west.. 

2  west 

3weBt 

4  west 

Sweat.... 

6  west 

7  west 

8  west 

9  west 

lowest 

12  west 

12  west 

x«f  west ....... ...... 

14  west.... 

Ati  ^> esw  .......  ...... 

24  west 

26  west 

27  west 

33  west 

34  west 

35  west 

36  west 

37  west 

38  west 

39  west 

40  west 

41  west 

42  west 

43  west 

44,  45,  and  46  west. .. 

2  west 

11  west 

12  west 

xo  ^r esv  .......  ...... 

23  west 

24  west 

25  west 

26  west 

28  west 

30  west 

32  west 

ddweat 

35  west 

OO  WOBb .......  ...... 

37  west  .•••.••.••••• 

39  west 

40  west 

41  west 

2  weat..... 

Sweat 

4  west.*.... 

7  west 

9weat 


Land  district. 


Saginaw 

do 

Grand  River.. 

do 

do 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do 

do 

Lake  Superior. 

do 


......  do..... I 

, do 

, do 

do 

do 


do. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Grand  River.. 
Lake  Superior. 
do 


,.....do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do 

I .... . UO. . . .  ■ 

>..... UO  a ... a 

do 

do 

do 

Sagmaw 

Grand  River. 

do 

do 

t*.  ...uO.  ...a 

do 


No.  of 
copies. 


5 
6 
3 
3 
1 
3 
1 
2 
i 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
1 
2 
3 
1 
4 
1 
5 
2 
3 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 


When 
sent 


1853. 
May  3 
«..do... 
...do. .. 
...do... 
....do. .. 
. . . do . . . 

•  «  ■  •  U V  V  «  • 

....do... 
....do... 

V  •  •  •  xAU  •  •  • 

•  •  •  «  U V  •  •  • 

May      3 

....do... 

• • « • QO • « • 

•  «  ■  •  fX  V  «  •  • 

....do... 

...do... 

...do... 

•  •  »  •  UCf  •  •  • 
• « • • U" • • « 

....do... 

...do... 
....do... 

...do... 

...  QO  ... 

...do. .. 

....do... 
...do... 

....do... 
May    25 

Angatt2 

• « • • Qv • « • 

....do... 

....  \Ut ... 

....do... 

.  .  .  .  Uv.  .. 
.  .  .  .  QO.  .. 

....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
.«..do... 
....do... 

.. . .UO. .• 

....do... 

....  UO  ... 
....  uO  ... 

....do... 

Not  sent. 

....do... 

....do... 

•  •  •  «  Q O  •  •  V 

....do... 
....do... 
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D — C!ontinued. 


TowDshipi. 

Eaogofl. 

Land  district. 

No.  of 
oopies. 

When 
sent. 

SO  north. ......  .••••••.»..••... 

11  west  ............. 

Grand  RiTer.. 

1 

1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 

1853. 
Not  sent. 

31  north --. --- 

12  west..... 

... .00. .. 

29  north.......  ••...•......•... 

13  wert 

do 

....  do. .. 

40 north.............  .--- 

24,  25,  and  26  west... 
27  west ............. 

Lake  Superior. 

....do. .. 

38  and  39  north... .... ...... .... 

....do... 

49  north 

31  west 

46  and  48  north 

32  west 

33  west ............. 

......do...... 

...  .do. •• 

48  north 

....do... 

44  and  45  north.. ...T-r  ,,.r**. »»»-, 

43  west..... -- 

....do... 

117 

SORTITOR  QlIfERAL's  OlTlOX, 

Detroit,  October  28, 1853. 


LEANDEB  CHAPMAN, 

Surveffor  Gtm/eraL 
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E. 

Lilt  of  townships  the  fiddrnotes  of  which  have  been  recorded  or  transcribed 

since  November  12,  1852. 


Townabipa. 


ISoorOi 

49  and  50  north 

€7,48,49,  and  50  north 

47,48,  and  49  north 

47, 48,  and  49  north 

46  north. 

41, 42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  and  48 

north. 

n  north 


SI,  32,  and  33  north 

41,42,43,44, 45, 46,  and  47  north.. 

41, 42,  and  43  north 

16  and  17  north 

46, 47,  and  48  nortJi 

41, 42,  43,  44,  45,  46, 47,  and  48 

north 

41  north 

44, 45, 46,  47,  and  48  north 

42, 43, 44,45,46, 47,and  48  north.. 

41,42,  and  43  north 

44, 45, 46,  and  47  north 

40, 41,  42,  43, 44,  and  45  north.... 
tl  north. 


tl  and  22  north.. 


46and47  north. 

41. 42,  43,  44,  45,  46, 47, 50,  and 
61  north 

42. 43,  and  44  north 

49  and  50  nortJi 

43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  and 

50  north 

46  and  47  north 

40, 41, 42, 43,  44,  and  45  nortii.... 

45, 46,  47,  and  48  north 

47, 48,  49,  and  50  north 

42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,  and  48  north.. 

42, 43, 44,  and  45  nortL 

18  north 

16, 17,  and  18  north 

49, 50,  and  51  north 

42, 43, 44, 45,  and  46  north 

41,   42,   43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48, 

49,  and  50  north 

41,   42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48, 

49,  and  50  north 

41, 42, 43,  and  44  north 

41, 42, 43, 44, 45,  and  46  nortJL... 


Bange. 


18  west... 

12  west... 

13  west... 

14  west... 

15  west... 
43  west... 

30  west... 
1  and  2 

east. 
3ea8t... 

1  west... 

2  west... 

7  west... 
27  west... 

29  west... 
tiu  west  •  •  • 

31  west... 

30  west... 

31  west... 

2  west... 

3  west... 
9  and  10 

west. 

11  and  12 
west. 

4  west... 

5  west... 

6  west... 

8  west... 

9  west... 

3  west... 

4  west... 

6  west... 

7  west... 

8  west... 

10  west... 

7  west... 

8  west... 

6  west... 

7  west... 

12  west... 

13  west... 

14  west... 

11  west... 


Bitoadon. 


'  Upper  penfaisnla.. 


Upper  peninsula... 

>  Lower  peninsula. . 

I  Upper  peninsula. . 
Lower  peninsula. 

Upper  peninsula. . 

>  Upper  peninsula. . 

>  Uppur  peninsula.. 


Lower  peninsula.. 


>  Upper  peninsula. 


Upper  peninsula.. 


J 

I 
J 

S  Lower  peninsula. . 


Upper  pemntnla. 


AiQgregate  number  of  pages 

To  which  add  making  and  copying  lists  of  swamp  lands  granted  to 
the  State  by  act  of  April  28, 1850 ., 


Hakbg  total  number  of  pages. 


Pages. 


695 


480 
272 


382 


963 

581 
310 

246 


871 


1,021 


196 


1,710 


7,727 
689 


8,416 


Remarks. 


Reooids. 


Records. 
Records. 

Transcript. 


Transcript. 

Transcript. 
Transcripla. 


Transcripts — 
(re-surveys.) 


Transcripts. 


Transcripto. 


Transcripts. 


Tnnsoripts 


BvaTBTOs  Gjcjixiul's  Offiob,  IkiraU^  OUober  28, 1863. 

LEANDER  CHAPMAN,  Smnegar  Gtmrai. 
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F- 

List  of  descriptive  notes  made  since  November  13, 1852,  the  date  of  the  last 

annual  report* 


TowDships. 


31.  32,  and  33  N..-, 
31,  32,  33,  and  34  X 

3land32N 

31and32N 

3land32N 


Banges. 


1, 2,  and  3  E. 
Iand2  W... 

3W 

4W 

5W 


liand  districta. 


Saginaw 

....do 

Grand  Rtyer. 
do 


do. 


No.  of 
ooplea. 


9 
8 
2 
2 
2 


23 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 

JktroiJt^  October  28, 1853. 


LEANDEB  CHAPMAN, 

Sturvegar  Gtmsnl 
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•s 


•s 

I 


I, 


•I 

i 

•S 

i 


S    S       S    S 


M 


S3     i 

Gt        Ot 


8 

!S 

to 

M 

t^ 

S^ 

Ot 

1 

s 


.r  « 


•sa 


S 
& 


TI  O)  m 

SI  si  I -s  I 

Ilia's 

&*C  Si  3'B 
>^>     >%     >» 

n    m    PQ 


I 


P 
O 

o 

< 

•< 
•< 


.^8      .8 

01  n 

OQ  ?3        »-9        QQ 


9 


9 


S 


& 


K    6 


Ot 


^ 


OB 

•a 


1 

1 
I 

I 


I 

OB 

I 
1 


U 

I 


2    -S"^' 

alls 


H 
A 


CO 


I 


•^    "^    8 


9 


<2 


I 

I 
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S    8    S 
i    S    § 

n      ^      n 


CO 

S3 


a 


•s 

•s 


O 

o 
o 

09 


CO 


<1? 


S    S    gl 


4J     O 

OP 


CO 

QD    »- 


g 

•-a 


CO 
lO 


s 


s* 


CO 


»4 

I 


J5 
S 

i 


a  s  a  s  a  a 

«S   flS    a    feMOS    0 


O   O   O 


^^ 


CO 
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I. 


Estimate  of  appropriations  rtqmrtd  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the  sur- 
ttyor  general  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  his 
cfiUffor  the  fiscal  year  tiding  on  the  dOth  June,  1855,  to  wU : 

For  compensation  of  snirejor  general,  per  10th  section  of  the  act  of  18th 
May,  1796 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  his  office,  per  Ist  section  of  the  act  of  9th 
May,  1836 

For  compensation  of  clerks  to  be  employed  in  transcribing  field-notes  for 
preservation  at  the  seat  of  goTemment • 


Et^vmate  of  appropriations  required  for  continuing  the  re-surveys  in  the  lower 
feninsula  of  Michigan  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  dOth  June,  1855,  to 
wit: 

For  the  re-snrvej  of  thirty-six  townships  north  of  the  third  correction  line 
and  east  of  the  meridian,  and  twelve  townships  north  of  the  third  correction 
line  and  west  of  the  meridian— in  all,  forty-eight  townships,  averaging 
seventy  miles  each,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  $6  per  mile 


Eidmate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  snrvey  of  such  unsorveyed  islands 
in  Michigan  as  it  may  be  desirable  for  the  government  to  have  surveyed 
prior  to  Uie  abolishment  of  the  surveyor  general's  office 


Eitimate  of  appropriations  required  to  defray  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  sur- 
teyor  generaTs  office  at  Detroit,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30(A  June, 
1^,  to  wit  : 

For  stationery,  binding,  printing,  and  postage 

For  office  rent  and  fuel 

For  services  of  messenger 


$2,000  00 
6,300  00 
i,350  00 


9,650  00 


20, 160  00 


1,2C0  00 


500  00 
575  00 
120  00 


1,195  00 


BvavxTOR  Geitsiul's  Office, 

Detroit,  October  28, 1853. 


LEANDEB  CHAPMAN, 

Surveyor  O^ieral, 
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HEPORT  OF  THE  SUBVEYOB  GENERAL  FOR  ILLINOIS  AND  MLSSOURl! 

Office  of  Subvetor  General  for  Illinois  and  Missouri, 

St.  Lauis^  October  28,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  28th  July  last,  I 
have  prepared,  and  now  have  the  honor  to  submit,  the  following  report 
of  the  operations  of  this  office  since  the  30th  of  October,  1852,  the  date 
of  the  last  annual  report  from  the  surveyor  general : 

I. — ^RECEIPTS   AND   DISBURSEMENTS   OF   PUBLIC   FUNDS. 

The  accompanying  statement  A  exhibits,  in  detail,  under  the  several 
appropriations  made  directly  by  Congress  for  the  district,  and  the  spe- 
cial apportionments  allowed  to  it  by  your  office,  the  financial  opera- 
tions of  this  office.  The  balance  due  the  United  States  on  the  first  of 
October,  1852,  and  the  funds  since  received,  amount  to  $30,206  86. 
The  expenditures  up  to  the  first  of  October,  1853,  were  S28,653  75 ; 
leaving,  at  the  latter  date,  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  United  States  of 
$1,613  11.  Recent  payments  have  further  reduced  that  balance  to 
$1,349  93,  which  is  my  present  indebtedness  to  the  government. 

n. SURVEYS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  ILLINOIS  AND  MISSOURI,  AND  RE-SUR- 
VEYS OF  DEFECTIVE  OR  INCOMPLETE  LINES. 

The  contracts  of  Messrs.  Clark,  Dunn,  and  Shields,  for  the  survey 
of  township  67  north,  ranges  18  to  43  west,  and  the  connections  with 
the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  have  been 
closed  by  the  payment  of  the  accounts  of  those  deputies,  and  the  trans- 
mission of  the  plats  to  your  office  and  that  of  the  register. 

In  the  last  annual  report  it  was  stated  that  the  public  surveys,  fi-om 
range  18  west  eastward  to  the  Des  Moines  river,  were  not  connected 
with  the  new  State  line,  run  in  the  year  1850,  under  the  decree  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  propriety  of  making 
those  connections  was  suggested  by  the  surveyor  general  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons,  viz :  1st.  The  old  mile-points  established  by  Sullivan,  in 
1816,  had  not  all  been  found  by  the  deputy  surveyors  who  connected 
the  public  surveys  with  the  Indian  line  between  that  year  and  1850. 
2d.  Such  mile-points  as  had  been  reset  by  these  deputies  were  not  all, 
as  well  as  Sulhvan's,  found  in  retracing  the  line  in  1850 ;  and,  3d.  In 
this  retracing,  the  new  mile-points  are  set  gradually  westward  from 
the  old  ones,  as  the  line  progresses  east,  because  the  new  line  is  11.80 
chains  longer  than  Sullivan's.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  evident  that 
the  public  surveys  east  of  range  18  west  are  not  connected  with  the 
State  line ;  and  nothing  having  been  received  relative  to  this  subject 
during  the  past  year,  I  again  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  it,  and 
recommend  that  instructions  directing  me  to  have  these  connections 
completed  be  forwarded  at  an  early  day,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lic surveys  along  the  State  line  may  be  made  to  harmonize  therewith. 

A  deputy  was  sent,  last  year,  to  connect  the  surveys  in  township  16 
north,  ranges  9,  10, 11,  and  12  east  of  the  5th  principal  meridian,  with 
the  State  line  between  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  in  pursuance  of  the  in* 
structious  of  the  14lh  of  September,  1852 ;  but  he  failed  to  execute  the 
work  intrusted  to  him.    Since  that  time,  the  greater  portion  of  the  land 
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in  those  townships  has  been  assigned  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  under  the 
act  of  the  28th  of  September,  1860,  donating  swamp  lands,  &c. ;  but, 
in  mj  opinion,  this  fact  should  not  prevent  the  completfDn  of  the  con- 
nections suggested^  even  if  the  only  result  should  be  the  furnishing  of 
the  materials  for  an  accurate  map  of  the  State.  I  will,  therefore,  take 
measures  to  have  this  business  attended  to,  unless  otherwise  instructed. 

The  re-survey  of  township  14  north,  range  2  east  of  fce  4th  princi- 
pal meridian,  was  executed  by  Aaron  Snider,  under  instructions  from 
this  office,  dated  the  14th  of  October,  1852;  and  the  re-survey  of 
township  15  north,  range  4  east  of  the  3d  principal  meridian,  was  exe- 
cuted by  Isaac  S.  Baker,  under  like  instructions,  dated  the  27th  of  the 
same  month ;  both  being  in  conformity  to  the  Commissioner's  letter  of 
the  19th  of  August,  1852.  This  work  has  been  returned  to  this  office, 
and  approved. 

On  the  first  of  September  last,  Aaron  Snider,  deputy  surveyor,  was 
detached  to  run  the  interior  lines  of  township  24  north,  range  16  east 
of  the  5th  principal  meridian,  which  was  still  undivided.  He  is  now 
in  the  field,  and  his  returns  are  daily  expected. 

Under  instructions,  dated  the  2d  of  September  last,  deputy  sur- 
veyor Joseph  Burnap  regulated  the  lines  of  township  47  north,  range 
7  east  of  the  5th  principal  meridian.  The  work  is  returned,  has  been 
approved,  and  will  be  disposed  of  in  a  few  days. 

On  the  7th  of  the  same  month  I  instructed  F.  W.  Rohland,  deputy 
surveyor,  to  retrace  certain  lines  in  township  47  north,  ranges  1  and  2 
east  of  the  5th  principal  meridian,  which  were  defective,  in  not  closing 
with  the  adjoining  surveys.     This  work  is  not  yet  returned. 

It  having  been  reported  that  a  large  island  in  the  Missouri,  and  be- 
longing to  this  State,  lying  in  townships  58  and  59  north,  range  36 
west,  had  not  been  surveyed,  I  had  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  ex- 
tended through  it  by  Levi  Thatcher,  deputy  surveyor,  and  the  business 
was  disposed  of  by  transmitting,  on  the  23d  of  September  last,  authen- 
ticated plats.     It  is  called  "Nodoway  island." 

And,  finally,  on  the  15th  of  this  month,  an  order  for  the  re-survey  of 
go  much  of  the  lines  of  townships  4  north,  range  1  west,  and  4  north, 
range  5  east  of  the  4th  principal  meridian,  in  Illinois,  as  are  defective, 
was  issued  to  Isaac  S.  feaker,  under  the  authority  given  by  your  letters 
of  the  19th  of  August  and  the  7th  of  September,  1852.  The  deputy 
is  now  in  the  field,  and  has  been  required  to  pursue  strictly  the  instruc- 
tions issued  fi-om  your  office  for  the  guidance  of  the  surveyor  general 
in  the  re-survey  and  retracing  of  lines  long  established,  and  within 
which  lands  have  been  sold  for  a  considerable  period  of  time. 

m. SURVEYS  OF  PRIVATE    LAND   CLAIMS   IN   MISSOURI   CONFIRMED   BY 

THE  ACT  OF  THE  4tH  OF  JULY,  1836. 

During  the  year  one  claim  was  surveyed  and  paid  for ;  nine  certifi- 
cates of  re-location,  for  valid  interferences  with  lands  previously  dis- 
posed of,  were  issued ;  twelve  certificates  of  re-locatipn  were  delivered 
to  the  claimants,  or  their  legal  representatives  or  agents ;  four  surveys 
were  platted,  described,  and  recorded  ;  and  five  statements,  relative  to 
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surveys — ^altogether  Included  within  former  legal  lines — ^were  entered 
on  the  record. 

Owing  to  th«  progression  of  this  branch  of  the  service  towards  com- 
pletion, I  made,  in  view  of  its  final  close,  a  complete  investigation  of 
all  the  claims  confirmed  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July, 
1836,  which  are  not  yet  decided,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining — 

1.  The  trafts  the  locations  of  which  are  plainly  fixed  by  a  former 
Spanish  survey,  or  the  survey  of  a  settlement-right,  under  the  act  of 
1805,  and  which,  therefore,  may  now  be  retraced. 

2.  The  tracts  the  location  of  which  may  now  be  clearly  determined, 
but  which  are  altogether  within  the  lines  of  lands  granted  or  sold  by 
the  government  previous  to  the  4th  of  July,  1836. 

3.  The  confirmed  claims,  which  have  indefinite  locations,  or  are 
without  location  at  all,  because  they  had  been  conceded  at  large  on 
the  vacant  lands  of  the  "Royal  domain  of  Spain,"  which  the  surveyor 
general  is  forbidden  to  survey,  under  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  and  the  instructions  firomyour  oflfice. 

The  claims  under  the  first  head  will  be  surveyed,  if  it  can  be  done 
justly,  and  after  a  due  consideration  of  the  time  now  elapsed  since  the 
confirmations  of  1836,  during  which  period  innocent  purchasers  may 
have  come  into  possession  of  lands  within  the  lines  of  said  claims,  and 
improved  them,  with  the  praiseworthy  intention  of  making  them  their 
permanent  homes,  and  the  inheritance  of  their  children.  Strict  law, 
certainly,  imposes  the  obligation  to  execute  surveys  in  these  cases ; 
but  the  owners  of  the  claims  have  been  guilty  of  such  laches,  that,  prior 
to  their  execution,  they  should  be  held  to  the  most  rigid  proof.  In  re- 
gard to  such  of  them  as  have  been  reserved  by  the  registers,  under  the 
acts  of  1811  and  1818,  there  can  be  no  hesitation;  in  other  cases,  I 
will,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  act  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments 
now  expressed. 

For  the  tracts  under  the  second  head,  certificates  of  re-location  will 
be  issued  to  the  claimants  for  the  quantity  confirmed  upon  their  appli- 
cation, or  the  application  of  their  legal  representatives,  or  authorized 
agents.  A  brief  statement  of  each  claim  embraced  in  the  third  class 
has  been  prepared,  showing  its  character,  and  referring  to  the  opinions 
and  instructions  precluding  its  survey.  A  copy  of  these  statements, 
in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet,  will  be  transmitted  for  your  consideration, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  proceedings  in  the  premises,  if  my 
information  be  correct  that  further  legislation  in  regard  to  claims  of  this 
character  is  to  be  urged  upon  Congress  during  the  coming  session.  I 
will  also  cause  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted,  in  pursuance  of  the 
instructions  of  the  1st  of  November,  1848,  an  exhibit  of  all  the  claims 
confirmed  by  the  act  of  1836.  There  are  yet  remaining  in  the  office 
thirty-eight  certificates  of  relocation,  which  will  be  delivered  to  the 
claimants  on  application.  As  they  seem,  thus  far,  to  be  unaware  of 
the  existence  of  these  certificates,  I  will  endeavor  to  devise  a  judicious 
and  safe  method  of  bringing  the  fact  to  their  knowledge;  otherwise 
their  rights  may  be  sacrificed  by  the  cupidity  of  speculators. 
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IT. ^FIELD-NOTES   OP   PUBLIC   AND   PRIVATE    SURVEYS. 

Three  volumes,  containing  the  field-notes  of  the  recent  public  surveys 
in  both  States,  have  been  transcribed,  and  as  soon  as  tne  returns  are 
approved  of,  the  few  operations  now  in  progress  in  this  branch  of  the 

service,* .     They  are  copied  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 

transmitted  to  your  office. 

The  transcript  of  the  field-notes  of  private  surveys  in  Missouri  is 
completed,  and  two  volumes  of  those  of  the  Illinois  private  claims 
remain  to  be  copied.  When  this  is  done,  the  volumes  for  both  States 
will  be  forwarded. 

V. TOWNS   AND   VILLAGES. 

1-  Surveys  oj  out-bouniaru  lines. — By  the  act  of  the  13th  of  June,  1812, 
it  is  enacted,  that  the  "  rights,  titles,  and  claims  to  town  or  village  lots, 
out-lots,  common-field  lots,  and  commons,  in,  adjoining,  and  belonging 
to  the  several  towns  or  villages  of  Portage  des  Sioux,  St.  Charles,  St. 
Louis,  St.  Ferdinand,  Village  a  Robert,  Carondelet,  Ste.  Genevieve,  New 
Madrid,  New  Bourbon,  Little  Prairie,  and  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  which  lots  have  been  inhabited,  cultivated,  or  possessed  prior 
to  the  20th  day  of  December,  1803,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
confirmed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  or  villages,  ac- 
cording to  their  several  right  or  rights  in  common  thereto;"  and  it  is 
further  provided  that "  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  deputy  sur- 
veyor for  the  said  Territory,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  survey  or  cause 
to  be  surveyed  and  marked,  (where  the  same  has  not  already  been 
done  according  to  law,)  the  out-boundary  lines  of  the  said  several 
towns  or  villages,  so  as  to  include  the  out-lots,  common-field  lots,  and 
commons,  thereto  respectively  belonging." 

It  is  certain  that  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  there  had 
been  no  survey  of  the  out-boundaries  of  any  of  the  towns  or  villages 
named  in  it;  nor  have  I  been  able  to  find  any  prior  law  which  author- 
ized such  surveys.  I  cannot,  therefore,  imagine  why  the  words,  "where 
the  same  has  not  already  been  done  according  to  law,"  were  inserted, 
unless  upon  the  mistaken  supposition  that  these  surveys  had  been  there- 
tofore authorized.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  deputy  surveyor 
did  not  then  proceed  to  execute  these  surveys  in  obedience  to  a  legal 
requisition  so  imperative.  The  evidence  was  then  clearer,  and  more 
accessible,  than  it  has  been  at  any  subsequent  period;  and  if  the  work 
had  been  then  completed,  it  would  have  saved  an  infinite  amount  of 
difficulty  and  expense,  and  relieved  the  towns  of  obstacles  to  progress 
and  improvement,  which  have  hung  like  mill-stones  about  theu:  necks 
up  to  the  present  time. 

There  is  no  positive  and  indisputable  evidence  in  this  office  that  the 
out-boundary  Imes  of  any  of  the  towns  mentioned  in  the  act  of  1812  have 
been  surveyed,  in  pursuance  of  said  act.  In  respect  to  all  of  them,  ex- 
cept St.  Louis  and  Carondelet,  it  has  never  been  claimed  by  any  one  that 
they  have  been.    There  are  in  this  office  the  field-notes  of  a  survey  of  the 

*  Here,  an  accidental  ondsflSon  in  the  originaL 
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commons  of  Carondelet,  executed  under  the  orders  of  Elias  Rector,  the 
then  deputy  surveyor.  There  is  no  date  affixed  to  them ;  but  I  think 
it  has  been  satisfactorily  proved  that  the  survey  was  made  soon  after  the 
passage  of,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  1812.  The  surveyor  general 
Ibund  the  field-notes  in  this  office  prior  to  1817.  {See  a  letter  of  Sur- 
veyor  General  Milbum  to  the  Commissioner ^  of  the  \Qth  of  Aprils  1840.) 
On  the  10th  of  February,  1834,  Surveyor  General  Langham  employed 
Joseph  C.  Brown  to  retrace  the  lines  of  this  survey,  and  re-establish 
the  corners.  Whilst  engaged  in  this  work,  the  villsqgers  solicited  Mr. 
Brown  to  obtain  authority  to  run  the  lines  of  the  common-field  also. 
In  compUance'with  their  request,  he  addressed  a  note  to  the  surveyor 
general,  asking  authority  to  do  so.  The  language  of  this  note  proves 
that  there  had  been  a  prior  survey.  It  is  further  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  surveyor  general  gave  the  authority  requested,  and  informed 
Mr.  Brown  that  the  work  would  be  paid  for  on  the  same  terms  that  the 
previous  retracing  of  the  hues  of  the  commons  had  been  contracted  for. 
Although  the  field-notes  of  this  prior  survey  of  the  common-field  have 
been  lost,  I  believe  it  will  be  understood  by  our  older  citizens  that  they 
once  existed;  that  the  surveys  of  the  commons  and  common-fields  were 
executed  under  the  orders  of  Rector,  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  1812;  and  that  they  were  intended  to  have  been  made  m  pursuance 
of  that  act.  In  the  field-notes  returned  by  Brown,  objects  are  alluded 
to  as  having  been  landmarks  in  a  former  survey.  I  believe  that  these 
lost  notes  were  in  this  office  in  1834 ;  that  Brown  was  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  them ;  and  that  they  have  since  been  lost,  or  destroyed.  There 
is  a  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  conmions  approved  by  Surveyor  General 
Langham ;  yet,  although  the  survey  of  the  common-field  was  made  im- 
mediately thereafter,  there  is  no  plat  of  it  approved  by  Mr.  Langham. 
It  is  laid  down,  however,  on  thetownship  plat  of  that  period,  and  the 
individual  surveys  which  have  been  made  m  it  recognise  its  lines ;  and 
the  surveys  of  those  private  claims  were  approved  by  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral Milburn  on  the  16th  of  December,  1840.  On  the  10th  of  April, 
1860,  a  plat  of  this  survey  was  placed  of  record  by  Surveyor  General 
Clark,  and  he  certifies  that  Brown  was  paid  for  making  the  survey — 
a  fact  which  strongly  indicates  that  it  was  approved  by  Langham.  In 
view  of  all  these  facts — and  many  others  might  be  adduced  if  space 
would  allow  of  such  a  discussion — ^it  is  my  opinion  that  the  out- 
boundary  lines  of  the  village  of  Carondelet  have  been  surveyed  in 
conformity  to  law,  and  I  wiU  therefore  act  in  accordance  with  this 
opinion,  unless  otherwise  instructed. 

There  has  never  been  an  actual  survey  of  the  out-boundaries  of  St. 
Louis.  Its  corporate  limits  were  definitely  adjusted,  for  the  first  time, 
by  a  decree  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  the  year  1809.  All  the 
out-lots,  common-field  lots,  and  commons,  were  surveyed  prior  to  the 
J  ear  1836,  I  find  on  the  files  of  this  office,  under  date  of  the  16th  of 
September,  1836,  a  contract  made  by  Surveyor  General  Langham 
with  Joseph  C.  Brown,  for  the  survey  of  all  the  to^n  lots,  out-lots,  and 
common-field  lots,  which  were  confirmed.  This  contract  further  stipu- 
lates for  the  "  survey  of  the  out-boundaries  of  the  town,  and  of  the 
severed  common-fields,  either  in  separate  parcels  or  in  one  general  survey ^ 
according  as  he  may  be  instructed  by  said  Langham."    No  other  sub- 
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sequent  instructions  were  ^ven  by  Mr.  Langbam.  Mr.  Brown  pro- 
ceeded and  executed  a  portion  only.of  tbe  surveys  contracted  for.  No 
attempt  was  made  to  execute  one  general  survey  of  out-boundaries. 
The  surveys  made  were  so  separated  by  intermediate  spaces,  that  they 
could  not  nave  been  connected  by  this  office,  so  as  to  form  one  con- 
tinuous oul-boundary  line.  The  subject  seems  to  have  slumbered  from 
that  time  until  the  year  1838.  Then  the  board  of  directors  for  the 
public  schools,' organized  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, began  to  evince  a  proper  interest  in  the  reservation  made  for 
the  benefit  of  education  by  the  act  of  1812.  I  firid  on  file  in  this  office 
a  memorandum,  in  the  handwriting  of  William  Milbum,  the  surveyor 
general,  and  signed  by  him,  under  date  of  the  29th  of  April  of  that 
year,  purporting  to  be  a  "  designation  of  the  out-boundary  lines  of  the 
town  of  St.  Louis,  so  as  to  enclose  the  out-lots,  common-field  lots,  and 
commons,  thereto  belonging,  according  to  the  views  of  the  board  of 
school  commissioners,"  &c.  I  infer,  &om  this  paper,  that  tlie  board 
had  called  upon  the  surveyor  general  to  have  the  out-boundary  sur- 
veyed, and  that  this  memorandum  was  made  by  him,  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  prior  to  any  definitive  action  on  the  subject.  The  line,  as 
indicated  by  this  memorandum,  would  have  included  the  St.  Louis 
common,  the  Barrier  de  Noyer,  Cul  de  Sac,  Grand  Prairie,  and  St. 
Louis  common-fields.  It  would  also  have  included  some  other  lots, 
exterior  to  their  lines,  which  were  claimed  as  out-lots.  Mr.  Milbum,  it 
seems,  was  not  inclined  to  act  in  haste,  for  I  find  nothing  fiirther  on  the 
files  until  the  year  1840.  On  the  12th  of  August,  of  that  year,  he 
appointed  Joseph  C.  Brown,  a  deputy,  "  to  survey  the  north  boundary 
of  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  as  it  stood  incorporated  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1812,  and  to  connect  it  with  the  west  bounaary  of  the  St.  Louis  common- 
field  ;  and  also  to  survey  so  much  of  the  northwestern  boundary  of  said 
town,  as  it  stood  incorporated  at  the  time  aforesaid,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  him  to  connect  with  the  north  boundary  of  the  St.  Louis 
common."  This  survey  was  executed  by  said  Brown  on  the  succeeding 
day ;  and  the  field-notes  were  certified  by  him,  and  filed  in  this  office, 
where  they  are  still  preserved.  They  have  not  been  formally  recorded  and 
approved,  over  the  signature  of  the  surveyor  general,  as  was  the  usual 
practice  at  that  period.  Nevertheless,  they  seem  to  have  been  acted 
upon  by  him.  The  next  and  the  last  thing  I  find  of  record,  is  a  "  plat 
and  description  of  the  survey  of  the  out-boundaey  lines  of  the  town 
(nov/  city)  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  Territory  (now  State)  of  Missouri, 
as  it  stood  incorporated  on  the  13th  ot  June,  1812,  includmg  the  out-lots, 
common-field  lots,  of  the  common-field  of  St.  Louis,  and  the  commons 
thereto  belonging,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  op 
CoNGHESS  approved  the  13th  of  June,  1812,  entitled  ^^  An  act  making 
further  provision  for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Missouri."  The  words  above  underscored  for  capitals  are  written  on 
the  face  of  the  plat,  in  larger  letters  than  the  remainder  of  the  caption. 
This  plat  was  "  examined  and  approved,"  on  the  8th  of  December, 
1840,  by  Mr.  Milbum,  and  is  so  certified  on  its  face,  over  his  signature. 
The  out-boundaiy,  as  indicated  on  this  plat,  includes  the  incorporated 
limits  of  the  town  as  they  were  fixed  in  1812,  the  St.  Louis  common- 
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field,  and  the  St.  Louis  common.    It  excludes  the  Barrier  de  Noyer, 
the  Cul  de  Sac,  and  the  Grand  Prairie  common-fields. 

The  act  of  Congress  seems  to  contemplate  the  survey  of  one  con- 
tinuous out-boundary  line.  The  surveys  of  tlie  Carondelet  common- 
field,  and  commons,  as  I  have  shown,  were  but  parts  of  one  general 
survey,  which  distinguished  these  tracts  from  each  other.  It  is  true 
that  Mr.  Langham  had  authorized  Brown  to  survey  the  out-boundary, 
either  in  one  general  survey,  or  in  parts ;  but  the  latter  failed  to  execute 
the  work  in  either  form.  The  only  other  survey  executed,  prior  to  the 
draughting  of  this  plat,  was  the  one  connecting  the  corporation  line  with 
the  St.  Louis  common-field,  and  the  St.  Louis  common.  There  is 
nothing  in  this  office  indicating,  nor  have  I  any  other  means  of  ascer- 
taining, for  what  reasons  the  surveyor  general  "examined  and  approved" 
a  plat  purporting  to  be  "  the  survey  of  the  out-boundary  lines'^  made  "  in 
pursuance'^  of  the  act  of  Congress,  when,  as  I  have  shown,  no  actual 
survey  had  been  made,  either  continuously  or  in  connected  portions. 
Nor  can  I  perceive  for  what  reasons  the  line,  as  fixed  by  the  plat, 
excludes  the  Barrier  de  Noyer,  the  Cul  de  Sac,  and  the  Grand  Prairie 
common-fields.  They  seem  to  me  to  be  clearly  within  the  purview  of 
the  act.  I  make  no  aoubt,  however,  that  he  acted  from  such  consid- 
erations as  were  satisfactory  to  his  mind  at  the  time.  The  structure  of 
the  caption  of  this  plat  is  singular  in  another  respect.  It  purports  to  be 
a  survey  of  the  out-boundaries  of  the  town  as  it  stood  incorporated  in 
1812,  and  these  incorporated  boundaries  are  so  surveyed  as  to  include 
the  out-lots,  &c.  By  reference  to  the  copy  of  it,  transmitted  to  your 
office  a  short  lime  since,  you  will  find  that  the  only  portion  of  the  line 
of  the  incorporation  which  forms  a  part  of  the  supposed  out-boundary 
survey  is  the  portion  connecting  with  the  lines  of  the  St.  Louis  common- 
field,  and  the  commons,  as  retraced  by  Brown  in  1840. 

I  have  stated  the  facts  as  I  have  found  them  of  record,  or  on  the  files 
in  this  office.  I  am  already  informed  by  a  committee  of  the  board  ot 
public  schools  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  make  an  application  to  an- 
nul the  plat  as  certified  in  1840,  and  have  the  out-boundary  line  so  run 
as  to  include  the  several  common-fields  excluded  by  it,  and  such  other 
out-lots  as  are  within  the  purview  of  the  act  of  1812.  The  question,  at 
this  lime,  presents  an  aspect  very  different  from  that  presented  origi- 
nally. The  fact  that  such  a  plat  is  of  record,  and  so  certified ; — the 
lapse  of  time ; — the  change  in  the  ownership  of  property; — and  many 
other  considerations,  may  be  found  to  bear  strongly  agauist  a  new  and 
continuous  survey.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  an  in- 
judicious and  imprudent  step  for  me  to  prejudge  such  a  question  at  this 
time.  The  value  of  the  property  involved  in  the  issue  is  immense; 
intense  interest  is  manifested  by  those  claiming  it;  and  I  could  not,  if 
I  desired,  form  and  express  an  opinion,  without  a  thorough  examination 
of  legal  authorities,  as  well  as  a  more  mature  consideration  of  the  facts 
I  have  now  stated. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  outrboundaries  of  the  other  towns  and 
villages  named  in  the  act  should  be  definitely  fixed  by  survey.  Some 
of  them  are  greatly  in  need  of  the  vacant  lots,  for  the  support  of  schools. 
St.  Charles  has  grown  to  be  a  city  of  respectable  size;  and  Ste.  Gene- 
vieve has  become  a  commercial  point  of  importance.    The  citizens  of 
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the  latter  town  have  made  numerous  personal  applications  to  me  upon 
the  subject,  and  I  should,  ere  now,  have  had  the  survey  executed,  out 
for  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  competent  deputy  to  perform  the  duty. 
The  same  difficulty  presents  itself  in  respect  to  the  other  towns.  Since 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1812,  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  width, 
in  front  of  the  village  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  has  been  washed  away  by  the 
river.  This  renders  the  survey  more  difficult  than  it  will  be  for  any 
other  of  the  towns.  The  act  requiring  these  surveys  is  imperative,  and 
the  duty  is  not  dispensed  with  by  the  lapse  of  time.  I  shall,  therefore, 
take  measures,  as  early  as  practicable,  to  find  competent  surveyors, 
and  have  this  work  accurately  executed. 

2.  Assignments  of  school  lands. — The  act  of  1812  reserved,  for  the 
support  of  schools,  all  the  vacant  lots,  out-lots,  and  common-field  lots, 
in  the  villages  therein  mentioned ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
within  what  limits  the  lots  reserved  were,  the  surveyor  general  was 
required  to  run  the  out-boundary  lines  of  the  towns.  It  also  provided 
that  the  whole  quantity  reserved  should  not  exceed  one-twentieth  of  the 
quantity  of  land  embraced  within  said  out-boundary  lines;  but  it  failed 
to  provide  any  method  of  distinguishing  the  vacant  lots  from  those  of 
private  claimants,  or  any  method  of  assigning  the  school  lands,  and 
rendering  them  available  for  the  purposes  of  education.  To  remedy 
these  defects,  the  act  of  the  26th  of  May,  1824,  was  enacted.  The 
first  section  of  that  act  made  it  the  duty  of  those  who  owned  or  claimed 
lots,  out-lots,  and  common-field  lots,  and  whose  claims  had  been  con- 
firmed by  the  act  of  1812,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  been  inhabited, 
cultivated,  or  possessed,  prior  to  the  20th  of  December,  1803,  to  pro- 
ceed, within  eighteen  months,  to  identify  said  lots,  by  proving  the  fact 
of  inhabitation,  cultivation,  or  possession,  and  the  boundaries  and  ex- 
tent of  their  claims,  before  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  so  as  to  enable 
the  surveyor  general  to  distinguish  the  private  from  the  vacant  lots. 

It  was  also  provided,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  said  time,  the  recorder 
of  land  titles  should  furnish  the  surveyor  general  with  a  list  of  all  the 
lots  so  proved  up,  and  that  the  latter  should  thereupon  proceed  to  sur- 
vey, designate,  and  set  apart  to  the  towns  and  villages,  so  many  of  the 
remaining  vacant  lots  as  had  not  been  previously  reserved  for  military 
purposes,  and  not  exceeding  in  quantity  one-twentieth  of  all  included 
within  the  out-boundary.  The  act  seems  to  have  proceeded  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  surveyor  general  had  performed  the  duty  of  sur- 
veying the  out-boundaries,  as  enjoined  upon  him  by  the  act  of  1812. 

Under  these  acts  a  number  of  perplexing  legal  questions  arose  rela- 
tive to  claims  for  school  lands;  and  many  of  them  were  the  fruits  of 
the  neglect  of  the  surveyor  general,  in  failing  to  fulfil  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him,  and  which  were  imperative  in  character.  Nothing  was  done 
until  he  had  been  solicited,  for  years  together;  and  when  he  did  act, 
the  first  duty  prescribed  by  the  act,  and  upon  the  performance  of  which 
all  its  beneficial  provisions  depended,  was  evaded — ^I  mean  the  out- 
boundary  surveys;  and  the  attempt  was  made  to  execute  the  details  of 
the  law  without  its  performance.  The  consequences  have  been  such 
as  might  have  been  anticipated.  The  advance  in  the  value  of  prop- 
erty,— the  rapid  increase  in  population, — ^the  numerous  chunges  m 
ownership, — ^ftie  construction  of  valuable  improvements, — and  other 
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auxiliary  causes,  have  multiplied,  indefinitely,  embarrassments  which 
might  have  been  avoided  by  a  prompt  discharge  of  official  duty.  In 
the  absence  of  out-boundajy  surveys,  and  of  a  decisive  disposition  to 
execute  them,  the  Commissioner  .of  the  General  Land  OflSce,  anxious  to 
give  to  the  cause  of  education  the  benefits  designed  by  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, and  believing  that  there  was  no  danger  of  exceeding  the  quantity 
specified,  instructed  the  surveyor  general  to  proceed,  upon  application, 
to  survey  and  set  apart  the  vacant  lots  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
towns,  provided  the  quantity  set  apart  should  not  exceed  one-twentieth 
of  the  quantity  embraced  in  those  limits.  This  was  a  very  beneficial 
temporary  expedient  for  this  city,  but  it  left  the  questions  relative  to 
out-lots  and  common-field  lots  unsettled.  Nevertheless,  some  of  my 
predecessors,  and,  I  believe,  a  majority  of  them,  have  not  hesitated  to 
make  assignments  of  school  land  outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
towns  and  villages ;  assigning,  as  their  reason  therefor,  that,  in  their 
opinion,  there  was  no  danger  of  exceeding  the  quantity  specified  by  the 
acts  of  Congress.  In  this  course  I  cannot  concur.  By  the  instructions 
of  your  office,  I  am  required  to  make  assignments  vnthin  the  corporate 
limits  of  such  towns  as  were  incorporated  in  1812;  and  I  am  required 
by  the  law,  and  the  instructions,  before  making  assignments  outside  of 
corporate  limits,  or  to  towns  which  had  none  in  1812,  to  survey  the 
out-boundary  lines.  I  shall  proceed  to  perform  my  duty,  in  conformity 
to  these  views,  with  as  much  energy  and  despatch  as  is  practicable. 

During  the  last  year,  only  one  application  has  been  made  for  the 
survey,  designation,  and  setting  apart  of  school  land.  It  was  filed  on 
the  3d  of  May,  1852,  by  Evans  Cassfelberry,  esq.,  as  attorney-in-fact 
for  the  city  of  Carondelet,  and  for  Louisa  Franklin  and  Constance 
Shultz,  the  parties  to  whom  the  city  council  had  deeded  the  land 
prayed  to  be  set  apart.  It  was  for  a  tract  in  the  common-field  of  that 
town,  lying  between  survey  No.  119  and  survey  No.  122.  My  pre- 
decessor, Mr.  Clark,  transmitted  the  application,  the  evidence,  and  the 
arguments,  to  you,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1862,  and  requested  your 
decision  thereupon.  The  case  was  returned  by  you,  by  letter,  under 
date  of  the  12th  of  April,  1863,  with  instructions  to  give  further  notice, 
and  receive  more  evidence,  and  then  render  a  decision  upon  its  merits, 
and  transmit  the  result,  and  the  reasons  therefor,  to  your  oflBce.  Your 
instructions  were  strictly  pursued  by  my  immediate  predecessor  and 
myself,  and  I  rendered  the  required  decision,  and  transmitted  it  to  you 
on  the  12th  of  August,  1863.  The  decision  was,  that  the  lot  in  ques- 
tion was  a  vacant  lot,  within  the  purview  of  the  acts  of  1812  and  1824 ; 
and,  as  such,  should  be  surveyed,  designated,  and  set  apart,  in  conform- 
ity to  law.  By  a  communication  dated  the  8th  of  September  follow- 
ing* you  confirmed  my  decision,  and  gave  me  instructions  how  to  pro- 
ceed in  executing  it;  and  by  another  communication,  of  the  11th  instant, 
you  gave  me  further,  and  final,  instructions.  I  have  taken  steps  to 
nave  your  instructions  pursued,  and  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  have 
the  lot  designated  and  set  apart  in  the  usual  form. 

3.  Commons  and  common-Jields^ — The  commons  of  St.  Louis  wrre  first 
surveyed  by  Mackey,  in  1806.  He  acted  under  authority  which  had 
been  derived  from  the  Spanish  government.  Another  survey  was  made 
by  Joseph  C.  Brown,  under  instructions  issued  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
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ber  of  the  3-ear  1832.  His  field-notes  are  dated  the  8th  of  May,  1833, 
and  the  plat  and  description  the  13th  of  the  same  month  and  year. 
The  lines  fixed  by  this  survey  are  the  lines  now  recognised  by  this 
office  in  all  its  plats. 

Under  a  contract  dated  the  31st  of  March,  1817,  Brown  surveyed 
the  exterior  lines  of  the  common-field  of  St.  Louis,  the  exterior  lines 
of  a  portion  of  the  Grand  Prairie  common-field,  .and  the  exterior  lines 
of  the  Prairie  des  Noyers  common-field.  Under  the  same  contract  he 
also  surveyed  a  few  of  the  individual  lots  in  the  Cul  de  Sac,  and  in 
the  south  part  of  the  Prairie  des  Noyers  common-field. 

Under  instructions  dated  the  18th  of  September,  1826,  Rene  Paul 
surveyed  the  individual  and  vacant  lots  in  the  common-field  of  St. 
Louis,  which  adjoined  the  town.  This  survey  was  executed  in  Sep- 
tember and  October  of  that  year. 

Under  a  contract  dated  the  15th  of  September,  1835,  Brown  sur- 
veyed the  lots  within  the  town  of  St.  Louis;  the  lots  in  the  northern 
Sart  of  the  Grand  Prairie;  those  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Prairie  des 
ioyers;  and  a  portion  of  the  lots  in  the  Cul  de  Sac  common-field ;  the 
remainder  having  been  surveyed  under  the  contract  of  1817  before 
mentioned. 

Under  instructions  dated  the  9th  of  May,  1846,  William  Cozzens 
surveyed  the  southern  portion  of  the  Grand  Prairie  lots.  His  field- 
notes  were  returned  on  the  28th  of  December,  1850.  To  this  survey 
many  objections  were  filed  by  parties  interested.  Previous  to  a  final 
approval  or  disapproval  of  it,  the  surveyor  general  deemed  it  prudent 
to  collect  the  evidence  pro  and  ca»,  and  transmit  the  whole  case  to  you 
for  instructions.  Since  my  accession  to  office,  you  have  returned  the 
field-notes  and  all  the  documents  to  this  office,  with  instructions  to 
give  notice,  and  take  further  evidence,  in  relation  to  each  and  all  of  the 
individual  lots  which  are  embraced  in  the  survey,  and  which  have  been 
confirmed ;  and  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  survey  made  of  each 
claim.  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  immediately  published  the 
notice,  and  fixed  the  1st  of  November  as  the  last  day  for  receiving 
evidence.  I  shall  now  fix,  by  public  notice,  another  period,  within 
which  arguments  of  counsel  may  be  filed;  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  I  shall  proceed  to  investigate  the  matter  as  early  as  practicable, 
and  approve  or  disapprove  each  of  the  surveys,  as  instructed  by  you. 

In  the  surveys  of  the  commons  and  common-fields,  I  make  no  doubt 
that  the  lines  are  somewhat  erroneous.  Indeed  there  is  but  little  doubt 
that  the  one  called  the  **Cul  de  Sac"  has  been  altogether  misplaced. 
It  should  have  been  located  upon  the  western  portion  of  the  Chouteau 
mill  tract.  But,  as  the  lines  are  fixed,  all  those  who  could  show  valid 
claims  in  any  of  these  fields  have  been  provided  for,  save  such  as  claim 
within  the  space  covered  by  the  surveys  of  Cozzens.  When  they  are 
provided  for  by  the  approval  of  these,  or  the  execution  of  new  surveys, 
substantial  justice  will  have  been  done  to  the  original  claimants.  There 
will  then  be  some  imconfirmed  claims,  and  a  small  piece  of  ground 
between  the  Cul  de  Sac  and  the  Grand  Prairie  field,  to  be  adjudicated 
upon  between  the  government,  the  schools,  and  the  claimants.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  any  important  change  in  the  outlines  of 
these  commons  and  common-fields  would  work  more  injury,  at  this 
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late  day,  than  can  have  been  produced  hj  any  original  error  which 
may  have  occurred  in  their  location.  I  give  no  opinion  relative  to 
amendments  of  individual  surveys.  Each  of  these  must  stand  upon 
its  own  bottom,  and  be  amended,  or  not,  according  to  the  facts  of  the 
particular  case,  and  the  legal  and  equitable  principles  applicable  to 
them. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  survey  of  the  common,  and  the 
outlines  of  the  common-field,  of  Carondelet,  have  already  been  stated 
and  commented  upon  in  this  report.  Under  instructions  dated  the  15th 
of  March,  1839,  (subsequent  to  the  incorporation  of  the  town,)  Joseph 
C.  Brown  surveyed  the  town  lots,  and  the  individual  lots,  in  the  com- 
mon-field. The  surveys  were  executed  during  the  summer  of  that 
year. 

Under  an  order  firom  the  old  board  of  commissioners,  Silas  Bent 
surveyed  the  common-field  of  St.  Ferdinand.  His  notes  were  dated 
in  January,  1810. 

Under  the  contract  of  March  31st,  1817,  before  alluded  to,  Joseph 
C.  Brown  surveyed,  during  the  month  of  January,  1818,  the  commons 
of  St.  Ferdinand. 

Under  instructions  dated  the  6th  of  December,  1837,  the  town  lots 
of  St.  Ferdinand  were  surveyed  by  Frederick  Hyatt ;  and,  under  a 
contract  dated  the  6th  of  April,  1&43,  Brown  retraced  and  made  cor- 
rections of  the  lines  run  by  Hyatt. 

The  commons  of  the  village  of  Marais  des  Liards  were  surveyed  by 
Joseph  C.  Brown  in  1818,  in  pursuance  of  his  contract  of  March,  1817. 

The  village  lots  were  also  surveyed  by  him  in  1843,  under  a  con- 
tract dated  m  April  of  that  year. 

There  is  no  common  belonging  to  the  villages  of  Ste.  Genevlteve  and 
New  Bourbon.  The  common-fields  have  been  thrice  surveyed :  first, 
by  Brown,  in  1840,  under  instructions  of  the  3d  of  September  of  that 
year;  second,  by  William  Milbum,  in  1842,  under  instructions  of  the 
10th  of  December  of  that  year;  and  third,  by  Brown,  in  1846  and 
1847,  under  instructions  of  the  9th  of  December,  1846. 

There  are  no  commons  or  common-fields  belonging  to  New  Madrid. 
The  town  lots,  and  the  only  out-lots  claimed,  were  surveyed  by  Brown 
in  May,  1845,  under  his  contract  of  the  6th  of  April,  1843. 

All  the  lands  within  the  purview  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  formerly 
claimed  by  the  village  of  Little  Prairie,  have  been  washed  away  by 
the  river.     No  survey  was  ever  made  of  them. 

Mine  a  Breton  never  owned  any  commons  or  common-fields.  The 
town  and  out-lots  were  surveyed,  first,  by  Samuel  Cole,  in  1835,  under 
instructions  dated  in  June  of  that  year;  and  second,  by  Mason  Frissel, 
under  instructions  of  the  30th  of  October,  1837,  and  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1846. 

The  town  lots,  commons,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  common-field 
lots,  of  Portage  des  Sioux,  were  surveyed  oy  Brown  in  1845,  under  a 
contract  of  the  26th  of  April,  1843.  The  remainder  of  the  common- 
fields,  and  some  connecting  lines,  were  surveyed  by  Burnap,  recently, 
undei:  instructions  of  the  23d  of  December  last. 

The  common  of  St.  Charles  was  originally  surveyed  by  James 
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Mackey,  a  deputy  of  Antoine  Soulard,  in  February,  1804,  under  a  de- 
cree oi  the  Lieut.  Governor  Delassus,  of  the  26th  of  February,  1801. 

The  exterior  lines  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  and  of  the  several 
common-fields,  were  surveyed  by  Joseph  Evans,  under  a  contract  of 
the  2d  of  January,  1817.  With  the  exception  of  some  field  lots,  which 
were  confirmed  by  the  old  board,  and  located  by  him,  he  made  no 
other  surveys  of  the  St.  Charles  lands.  The  land  outside  of  the  town 
and  common-fields  was  by  him  subdivided  and  laid  out  into  sections 
and  firactional  sections. 

Thomas  W.  Cunningham,  under  instructions  of  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1837,  surveyed  the  common  of  St.  Charles,  pursuant  to  the  con- 
firmation thereoi,  made  on  the  13th  of  June,  1812,  by  retracing  Mackey's 
lines.  Mr.  Cunningham  then  discovered  that  Evans  had  committed  an 
error  by  locating  some  of  his  lines  too  far  southeast,  causing  thereby 
the  common-field  to  interfere  with  the  lands  of  the  common. 

Under  a  contract  of  the  26lh  of  April,  1843,  Brown  surveyed,  dur- 
ing the  autumn  of  1844  and  the  spnng  of  1845,  the  individual  town 
lots  and  common-field  lots  of  St.  Charles ;  made  some  alterations  in 
Cunningham's  lines  of  the  conmion;  and  re-established,  as  he  sup- 
posed, Evans's  subdivision  lines  of  the  St.  Charles  lands. 

Isaac  Woods,  under  instructions  of  the  10th  and  11th  of  August, 
1848,  executed,  so  far  as  was  then  possible,  a  complete  correctional 
survey  of  the  St.  Charles  lands.  It  having  been  discovered  that 
Brown's  subdivision  lines  varied  considerably  from  those  established 
by  Evans,  Woods  was  instructed  to  restore  them,  which  he  did  as 
nearly  as  practicable.  In  doing  so,  he  curtailed  the  depth  of  a  large 
Dumber  of  lots  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  common-field,  at  their  north- 
west ends.  This  occasioned  renewed  complaints.  On  the  12ih  of 
March,  1851,  instructions  were  given  to  Arnold  Krekel  to  have  the  lines 
of  Brown  again  restored,  in  order  to  restore  the  lost  ground  to  these 
curtailed  tracts.  Mr.  Krekel  failed  to  perform  the  task;  and  other  in- 
structions, to  the  same  effect,  were  given  to  F.  Mosberger  and  J.  In- 
dest,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1852,  who  repaired  to  the  ground  and  re- 
established said  lines  and  corners.  The  surveys,  as  they  now  stand, 
my  predecessor  has  reconmiended  shall  be  treated  as  a  finality;  and  I 
camiot,  at  present,  perceive  any  valid  reason  for  differing  with  him  in 
opinion. 

4.  Surrey s  of  individual  lots  in  towns  and  villages  of  Missouri. — One  lot 
in  the  Cul  de  Sac  of  St.  Louis  was  surveyed,  and  the  survey  recorded 
and  approved.  The  plats  and  descriptions  of  the  surveys  often  lots 
in  St.  Louis  and  five  lots  in  St  Charles  have  been  recorded;  also  the 
surveys  of  the  lots  in  the  village  and  common-field  of  the  Portage  des 
Sioux,  which  had  been  but  partially  made,  were  completed  during  the 
year,  and  properly  connected  with  the  public  and  private  surveys  of 
township  48  north,  ranges  5  and  6  east.  The  exammations  of  the  old 
records  and  archives,  which  are  necessary  to  fix  with  certainty  the 
locality  of  the  lots  in  St.  Louis,  embrace,  during  the  year,  eleven  blocks, 
from  No.  34  to  No.  44  inclusive.  This  work  would  have  progressed 
more  rapidly,  but  for  the  fact  that  the  clerk  engaged  upon  it  is  often 
detached,  to  perform  duties  equally  important.  In  the  reorganization 
which  it  is  my  purpose  to  make  of  the  office,  with  a  view  to  a  more 
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eflScient  division  of  its  labor,  this  branch  of  the  service  'Urifl  receive 
the  attention  it  deserves. 

VI. — ^MISCELLANEOUS  WORK  DONE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

There  have  been  made  for  the  use  of  registers,  to  replace  worn-out 
plats  in  their  oflSces,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  plats  of  townships  and 
tractional  townships;  and  copies  of  portions  of  tnirty  of  them  were  pre- 
pared for  your  office.  One  nimdred  and  forty-eight  descriptive  lists 
were  made  for  registers.  There  were  platted,  described,  and  recorded 
sixty-five  surveys  of  the  Missouri  general  series.  The  accounts  of  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  1852,  and  first  quarter  of 
1868,  were  recorded.  A  copy  of  the  register  of  the  private  surveys  in 
Missouri  (general  series)  was  made,  the  old  one  havmg  become  unser- 
viceable from  long  and  constant  use.  Two  sets  (both  in  triplicate)  of 
the  inventory  of  the  office  were  made,  in  consequence  of  the  changes 
which  occurred  in  the  surveyor-generalship.  An  elaborate  report  on 
the  Nicolle  and  adjacent  claims,  in  townstiip  33  north,  ranges  6  and 
7  east,  was,  under  instructions  from  your  office,  prepared  and  transmit- 
ted for  your  consideration.  The  correspondence  of  the  office  was  very 
extensive,  and  covers  about  seven  hundred  and  thirty  pages  of  large 
letter  paper.  Those  of  your  letters  which  contain  instructions  likely 
to  be  applicable  in  future  were  transferred  to  a  separate  volume,  ana, 
together  with  several  ones  of  your  predecessors,  form  a  connexion  with 
the  instructions  published  in  two  octavo  volumes  in  1838.  To  all  this 
must  be  added  a  considerable  amount  of  current  and  daily  work,  of 
which  no  accurate  statement  can  be  given. 

Vn. ^ESTIMATE  OF  THE  FUNDS  REQUIRED  FOR  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  THE 

OFFICE  DURING  THE  YEAR  WHICH  WILL  END  ON  THE    30tH  OF  JUNE, 
1855. 

Accompanying  statement  B  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you  on  the 
22d  of  September,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  28th 
of  July  last,  requiring  the  estimates  of  surveying  public  lands  in  this 
district,  and  also  for  the  salaries  of  myself  and  clerks  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  of  June,  1855.  Those  estimates,  which  are  classified 
under  seven  heads,  present  an  aggregate  of  $24,620.  They  have  been 
submitted  with  a  due  regard  to  economy  and  the  necessities  of  the  ser* 
vice,  and  on  that  account  I  hope  that  their  allowance  by  Congress  will 
be  recommended  by  you.  Permit  me  to  call  your  special  attention  to 
the  fifth  item,  of  $1,509,  for  the  completion  of  surveys  of  towns  and 
villages  in  Missouri,  named  in  the  acts  of  13th  of  June,  1812,  and  26th 
of  May,  1824.  Last  year  a  like  amoimt  was  asked  for,  but  refused, 
because  it  was  thought  that  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  of  for- 
mer appropriations  would  be  sufiicient  for  the  services  of  the  current 
year.  The  sum  now  requested  will  be  absolutely  needed,  in  view  of 
the  contemplated  general  survey  of  the  out-boundaries  of  said  towns 
and  villages,  as  a  necessEury  preliminary  step  in  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions ot  the  acts  referred  to,  relating  to  the  donation  of  vacant  lots  in 
aid  of  education. 
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Vm. SWABiP  LANDS  DONATED  BT  THE  ACT  OF  S8tH  SEPTEMBER,  1850. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  a  system  other  than  the  one  fixed 
upon  had  not  been  adopted,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  donating  the  swamp  and  inundated  lands  in  the  States  of  Il- 
linois and  Missouri  to  those  States,  to  enable  them  to  provide  for  their 
reclamation.  Had  the  land  offices  been  closed,  and  had  the  surveyor 
general  been  empowered  to  employ  competent  agents  to  make  the  se- 
lections, I  hazard  little  in  saying  that,  if  ne  had  been  a  man  of  energy 
and  decision  of  character,  (as  1  believe  he  was,)  the  whole  process 
might  have  been  completed  within  the  ensuing  six  months,  and  com- 
pleted, too,  without  engendering  conflicts  of  title,  and  a  multitude  of 
neighborhood  quarrels.  Even  if  the  land  offices  had  not  been  closed, 
a  surveyor  general  with  decided  force  of  will  could  have  then  com- 
pleted the  work  without  comparative  difficulty.  I  certainly  found  the 
work  in  a  worse  condition,  when  I  came  into  the  office,  than  if  nothing 
whatever  had  been  done ;  and  yet,  by  a  determined  effort,  I  have  finally 
closed  it  within  less  than  six  months  from  the  day  I  took  it  in  hand ;  and 
I  feel  a  perfect  assurance  that  the  result  is  more  equitable,  accurate, 
and  satisfactory,  than  it  could  have  been  under  any  arrangement  I 
could  have  adopted  involving  fiirther  delay. 

The  two  radical  errors  of  the  system  as  originally  devised  were,  the 
failure  to  close  the  land  offices,  and  calling  upon  the  State  authorities 
to  furnish  evidence  of  the  locahty  and  character  of  the  lands  donated 
by  the  act.  These  were  further  aggravated  by  a  series  of  misconcep- 
tions and  unskilful  instructions.  The  general  instructions  of  your  pre- 
decessor to  the  surveyor  general,  under  date  of  the  21st  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1851,  were  enclosed  by  him  to  the  Executives  of  the  States;  and 
fi-om  them  the  Executives  drew  instructions  to  the  local  or  county 
agents.  They  were  so  wanting  in  clearness  and  perspicuity,  that  they 
were  misapprehended  in  several  material  particulars ;  and,  consequently, 
the  local  agents  received  instructions  wnich  greatly  misled  them.  In 
three  respects,  especially,  did  this  misapprehension  operate  fatally.  It 
was  inferred  from  the  Commissioner's  letter  that,  if  the  greater  part  of 
any  legal  subdivision,  from  forty-acre  lots  up  to  tracts  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  and  even  to  whole  townships,  w^as  swamp  or  inundated 
land,  the  whole  of  such  legal  subdivision  came  within  the  purview  of 
the  act;  whereas  the  only  legal  subdivision  contemplated  was  forty- 
acre  lots.  The  local  agents  were  induced  to  believe  that  their  own  af- 
fidavit, or  that  of  any  other  one  citizen,  was  sufficient  to  establish  the 
character  of  the  lands  selected;  and,  lastly,  a  lar^e  number  of  the 
agents  were  permitted  by  the  indefiniteness  of  the  mstructions  to  be- 
lieve that  bottom  lands,  which  were  inundated  once  in  three  or  five 
years,  were  liable  to  be  taken,  and  that  high  flat  prairies,  on  which  the 
water  after  a  rain  settled  in  puddles,  were  also  subject  to  be  reported. 
I  point  out  these  errors,  because  they  were  rendered  abundantly  man- 
ifest to  me  by  a  personal  examination  of  all  the  reports  of  the  local 
agents,  and  because  they  have  resulted  in  the  production  of  a  myriad 
of  conflicts  of  title  between  those  who  have  entered  lands,  both  prior 
and  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  the  government,  or  those 
who  have  or  may  purchase  the  title  derived  firom  the  swamp  act;  for 
.     10 
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it  must  not  be  overlooked)  in  this  connexion,  that  the  legislatures  of  the 
States  have  given  the  swamp  lands  to  the  counties,  and  that  the  latter 
have  in  many  instances  provided  for  their  sale,  without  waiting  to  learn 
whether  any  of  the  lands  selected  by  the  State  agents  will  be  struck 
from  the  lists  at  this  office  or  at  yours. 

I  have  not  alluded  to  these  errors  in  consequence  of  a  wanton  desire 
to  cast  censure  on  those  who  have  preceded  us  in  office,  but  because 
I  foresee  that  serious  dissatisfaction  will  be  felt  by  the  people  of  both 
States,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  be  made  responsible  for  a  condition  of 
things  which  I  had  no  agency  in  producing,  and  which  I  could  not,  by 
possibility,  have  avertea.  For,  whatever  of  evil  has  grown  out  of  the 
system  originally  adopted  for  the  selection  of  these  lands,  our  predeces* 
sors  under  a  former  administration  are  fairly  responsible,  and  I  desire, 
for  the  sake  of  my  own  character,  to  preserve  the  facts,  and  place 
them  of  record  in  an  official  form. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  returns  of  the  local  agents  for  the 
State  of  Missouri,  I  determined  to  return  such  of  them  as  were  found 
erroneous,  with  instructions  for  amendment.  At  the  same  time  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  governor,  explaining  the  character  of  the  errors, 
pointing  out  how  they  might  be  corrected,  and  requesting  him  to  g|ive 
mstructions  to  the  agents.  The  request  was  promptly  complied  with, 
and  the  reports,  as  amended,  were  received  in  due  tune.  The  board 
of  directors  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  having  represented 
to  me,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  advance  in  value  of  the  lands  along 
the  line  of  it,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  many  tracts  had  been 
selected  which  were  dry  and  fit  for  cultivation,  I  despatched  an  agent 
with  instructions,  and  it  is  believed  that  his  reports  enabled  this  office 
to  rectify  the  evil.  In  other  parts  of  the  State  very  Uttle  interest  has 
been  manifested,  and  from  a  number  of  the  counties  no  reports  have 
been  made ;  consequently  a  rigid  comparison  with  the  field-notes,  plats, 
&c.,  enabled  me  to  correct,  substantially,  the  errors  in  the  reports  of 
the  agents. 

Reports  had  been  received  from  nearly  every  county  in  the  State  of 
minois  when  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  office.  The  spirit  ot 
speculation,  excited  by  the  numerous  railroads  in  progress  or  m  con- 
templation, and  the  rapid  advance  in  the  value  of  real  property,  it  was 
easy  to  perceive,  had  exercised  a  decisive  influence  in  stimulating  the 
agents  to  select  every  tract  which  could  be  supposed  to  be  subject  to 
the  law.  They  were  also  misled  by  the  instructions  I  have  already 
commented  upon.  Consequently,  a  very  slight  comparison  with  the 
field-notes  sumced  to  prove  that  large  quantities  had  oeen  erroneously 
selected.  I  immediately  determined,  as  a  measure  of  economy,  as 
well  as  with  a  view  of  saving  time,  to  despatch  agents  into  each  dis- 
trict, furnished  with  plats,  and  instructions  to  ascertain,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  erroneous  selections.  Their  reports  were  all  received 
in  due  time,  and  acted  upon  al  this  office. 
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The  accompanying  statement  C  exhibits  the  number 
of  acres  assigned  by  this  office  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, in  each  land  district.     The  aggregate  quantity  -^cm, 

is : 2,766,971.67 

The  accompanying  statement  D  shows  the  number  of 
acres  assigned  by  this  office  to  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, in  each  land  district.  The  aggregate  quan- 
%  is 2,370,636.28 

Showing  an  aggregate  in  both  States  of. 6,136,606.86 

There  was  struck  off  from  the  lists  of  the  State  agents, 
in  consequence  of  the  reports  of  the  agents  deputed, 
by  this  office,  to  examme  their  selections,  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

In  Iffinois 220,410 

In  Missouri 2,600 

Aggregate 222,910 

And  by  this  office,  from  the  comparison  of  the  lists  of 
the  State  agents  with  the  field-notes,  plats,  and  other 
evidences  on  file,  or  of  record,  as  follows,  viz : 

In  Illinois 633,780 

In  Missouri ^       872,386 

Aggregate 906 , 1 66 

This,  with  the  above,  gives  a  grand  total  oi  1,129,076  acres; 
which,  at  the  minimum  price  of  $1  26  per  acre,  will  be  a  saving  of 
$1,411,343  76  to  the  United  States. 

IXw^-KBOOHDB  OF  LAND  TITLB8  TO  BE  TRANSFERRED  TO  THE  STATES  OP 
ILUNOIS  AND  MISSOURI,  UNDER  THE  ACT  OF  12tH  JUNE,  1840. 

There  have  been  recorded,  during  the  year,  the  field-notes  of  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  exterior  lines  of  townships;  those  of  the  sub- 
divisions of  five  hundred  and  one  townships  ;  and  two  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  plats  of  townships,  of  Missouri  surveys. 

In  the  mstruction  of  the  28th  of  July  last  I  am  requested,  in  this  re- 
port, "  to  indicate  the  probable  time  when  the  public  surveys  in  your" 
(this)  '^district  will  be  m  condition  to  be  surrendered  to  the  authorities 
of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  {consistently  unth  the  puUic  interests^) 
in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Coo^ss  approved  June  the 
12th,  1840,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  discontmuance  of  the  office  oi 
serveyor  general  in  the  several  districts  as  soon  as  the  surveys  therein 
can  be  completed,  for  abolishing  land  offices  under  certain  circum- 
stances, and  £ir  other  purposes.' " 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  regards  Missouri,  I  will  state,  that,  taking 
into  consideration  the  lu-ge  amount  of  work  yet  to  be  done,  under  our 
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land  laws,  at  large,  and  the  records  to  be  completed,  to  give  effect  to 
the  above-mentioned  act,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  records  and  other 
muniments  of  title  can  hardly  be  surrendered  to  the  State  authorities 
before  the  beginning  of  the  year  1857,  unless  much  larger  appropria- 
tions are  made,  and  greater  forced  employed. 

The  records  of  the  field-notes  and  the  plats  of  the  surveys  in  Missouri 
are  about  half  done.  There  yet  remains  to  be  completed,  besides  the 
work  mentioned  in  other  parts  of  this  report,  the  following  work,  viz : 

1.  Surveys  of  the  erroneous  and  defective  lines  which  are  detected 
in  recording  the  plats  of  the  old  surveys,  and  which  require  operations 
on  the  ground,  in  order  to  construct  properly  the  plats  of  those  town- 
ships to  which  the  erroneous  lines  belong.  A  considerable  amount  of 
this  description  of  work  is  still  needed. 

2.  The  platting  and  describing  of  the  surveys  of  individual  lots  in 
the  towns  and  villages  of  Missouri.  The  localities  which  are  not  yet 
completed  are — St.  Louis,  St.  Charles,  Ste.  Genevieve,  New  Madrid, 
Portage  des  Sioux,  Carondelet,  and  St.  Ferdinand.  In  St.  Louis  and 
St.  Cbarlesi  this  work  will  be  very  diflScult,  because  of  the  confusion 
and  uncertainty  now  prevailing  relative  to  the  proper  locations  of  many 
of  the  tracts. 

3.  The  platting  and  describing  of  the  surveys  of  claims  confirmed  by 
the  acts  of  1805,  1807,  1814,  and  1816,  as  well  as  those  under  the  New 
Madrid  act  of  1815,  which  have  not  yet  been  returned  to  the  recorder 
of  land  titles,  for  their  ultimate  disposition  by  patents. 

4.  The  exhibits  of  all  the  private  claims  in  Missouri  prescribed  by 
the  instructions  of  the  fst  day  of  November,  1848. 

6.  The  examination  of,  and  certificates  to,  a  large  number  of  town- 
ship plats  in  Missouri,  already  bound  in  voliraies,  but  which  still  need 
the  authentication  of  the  surveyor  general. 

These  are  the  chief  heads  of  business  still  remaining  unfinished  in 
this  State.  I  have  made  no  mention  of  a  number  of  minor  items  of 
work,  which  the  limits  of  this  report  preclude  me  from  enumerating. 

As  regards  Illinois,  the  records  may,  if  required  by  you,  be  placed 
in  a  condition  to  be  delivered  to  the  State  authorities  within  twelve  or 
eighteen  months.  All  the  field-notes  of  the  public  and  private  surveys 
have  been  recorded,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  hundred  townships 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  which,  having  been  laid  off*  and  subai- 
vided  at  a  comparatively  recent  period,  were  supposed  to  be  plain 
enough.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  transcribing 
those  field-notes,  in  order  that  Illinois  may  nave  a  full  and  complete 
record  of  her  land  titles,  such  as  the  United  States  have  given  to  other 
States,  and  as  Missouri  will  receive.  The  cost,  which  I  estimate  at 
$3,000,  is  inconsiderable ;  and  I  earnestly  hope  you  will  concur  in  this 
view,  and  instruct  me  accordingly. 

Whilst  on  the  topic  of  the  final  closing  of  this  office,  permit  me  to 
allude  to  a  subject  intimately  connected  with  it.  At  an  early  day  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  is  to  be  closed,  too,  and  its  archives  will 
probably  pass  to  this  State,  with  those  of  the  surveyor  general.  Those 
archives,  which  are  certainly  our  most  important  munimente  of  title, 
contain  the  books  left  in  their  languages  oy  the  French  and  Spanish 
governors  of  Upper  Louisiana.     They  should  be  not  only  recoroed,  in 
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order  to  save  the  originals,  but  such  as  are  in  foreign  languages  should 
be  accurately  translated,  before  they  are  delivered  to  the  State  authori- 
ties. An  appropriation  of  $1,200  was  made  in  1852  for  that  purpose, 
but  it  will  be  insufiBcient.  I  am  informed  by  the  present  recorder  that 
it  will  require  at  least  $5,000  to  have  the  work  accurately  and  reliably 
done.  This  is  a  trifling  sacrifice  of  means,  in  view  of  the  solid  benefits 
to  be  anticipated  fi'om  its  completion.  It  is  a  matter  in  which  the  people 
of  this  city,  especiedly,  feel  a  deep  interest. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  u^  to  call  your  attention  to  another  subject, 
now  agitating  the  public  mind,  and  wmch  may,  ere  long,  require  official 
action  at  your  hands ; — I  xnesn  the  organization  of  Nebraska  Territory. 
Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  organize  it  at  its  coming 
session,  I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  having  it  at- 
tached, for  purposes  of  survey,  to  this  land  district.  I  have  received 
numerous  letters  on  this  subject,  from  citizens  of  this  State,  and  some 
also  from  the  State  of  lUinois,  calling  my  attention  to  its  importance, 
and  requesting  me  to  make  this  suggestion  to  you.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  to  you  that,  in  my  opinion,  this  office  could  enter  into  more 
efficient  and  reliable  arrangements  for  the  survey  of  that  Territory, 
when  organized,  than  could  be  consummated  by  a  surveyor  general 
stationed  on  the  western  border. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  LOUGHBOROUGH, 
Surveyor  Oeneral  of  Illinois  and  Missouri, 

Hon.  John  Wilson, 

Commissioner  GmeraL  Land  Office^  Washington^  P.  C» 
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A. 

General  siatement  qf  receipts  and  dMmtemenU  far  the  salary  of  the  surveyor 
general  for  the  district  of  Illinois  and  Missovrii  and  the  salaries  of  his 
clerks^  during  the  year  ending  September  80,  1853;  and  for  payment 
of  surveys  of  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  ^ 
and  showing f  alsOf  the  balance  of  public  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  surveyor 
general. 

Lj^Apfroffiaiwm  of  $5^890  of  the  Ztst  of  Augmsi,  tt62,  mtd  mane  amowU  on  the 
dd  ofMareh,  1863,jfS>r  eompeneoiion  to  the  emnegor  gtmend  mid  hie  derke. 

Cash  reeelTed  ftom  the  United  Stalei  Treaiurer  during  4th 

quarter  1852 tl,456  00 

Cftih  received  fh>ra  the  United  StateiTreararer  during  lit 

quarter  1853 1,455  00 

Caih  receired  ^rom  the  United  States  Treaanrer  during  8d 

quarter  1853 1,466  00 

14,365  00 

Expended  during  4th  quarter  1862 1,455  00 

Eipended  during  lit  quarter  1853 1,455  00 

Expended  during  2d  quarter  1853 1,455  00 

4,365  00 

For  the  3d  quarter  1853,  the  account  under  thii  head  (A)  haa  heen  blended  with 
that  under  head  B,  in  compliance  with  the  Conuniaaioner*!  instructbn  of  the  30th 
<tf  Angnat,  1853. — (See  C  of  thia  itatement.) 

B.-'-AyportioumeiUe  of%iflOO  made  2d  of  September,  1852,  mtd  $4,000  mider  the  31st 
of  lhaif,  1853,  for  eon^eneatiou  to  actrm  eUrke,  out  of  the  i^^profriation  of  3UC  of 
Atigust,  1852,  mtd  dd  of  March,  IQbSyforemrvegUigthepubiic  lamU. 

Caih  reeeiTod  during  the  4th  quarter  1862 $1,000  00 

Caih  received  during  the  1st  quarter  1853 1,000  00 

Cash  received  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 1,800  00 

$3,800  00 

Bahince  due  the  aurveyor  general  1st  of  October,  1862. . . .        199  47 

Expended  during  the  4th  quarter  1852 1, 012  25 

Expended  during  the  1st  quarter  1853 1,486  59 

Expended  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 768  16 

3,466  47 

Balance  due  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  July,  1853 333  53 

C. — Aeeotmt  weder  A  mtd  B  ehove,  dmrmg  the  3d  quarter  1853. 

Balance  due  the  United  Statea  on  1st  of  July,  1853 $333  53 

Cash  received  during  the  quarter 2,455  00 

$2,788  63 

Expended  during  the  quarter 2,173  89 

Balance  due  theUnited  Statea  on  1st  October,  1853 $614  64 

B.^ApportummeiUM  of  $dJSO0  made  on  the2dof  Septemher,lBS^aMd$»J^0Omade 
on  the  31at  of  Mag,  1853,  for  reeordimg  land  titlee  and  meeting  the  incidental  ez- 
foneee  of  the  $nrve§or  generaPe  ofite,  ontof  the  appropriations  of  31f<  ofAngnttt 
1852,  and  2d  of  March,  1853,/^  tmveging  the  pnblic  Undo. 

Balance  due  the  United  States  on  1st  of  October,  1862. . . .      $717  74 

Cash  received  during  the  4th  quarter  1862 2,375  00 

Cash  received  during  the  1st  quarter  1863 2,500  00 

Cash  received  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 3,695  00 

Cash  received  during  the  3d  quarter  1853 2,375  00 

$11,502  74 

Amovnt  carried  fiinraid.... 11,692  74       614  64 
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Amoont  brought  fonnurd $11,508  74     t<(14  64 

Expended  during  the  4th  quarter  1862 $3,317  65 

Emended  during  the  lit  quarter  1853 2,862  06 

£:^ded  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 2,144  06 

Expended  during  the  3d  quarter  1653 2,588  58 

10,912  37 


■• 


Balance  due  the  United  States  on  lit  of  October,  1853 680  37 

'^.'^Appropriation  for  the  twrtejfM  of  towm  amd  viBage$  in  Jlfiftonn,  named  in  tk§ 

act  oflM  ofJnne,  1812,  and  26cA  ofMa^,  1824. 

Balance  due  the  United  Statei  on  lit  of  October,  1862. ..  $579  65 

Cadi  received  during  the  lit  quarter  1853 1,000  00 

$1,579  55 

Expended  during  the  4th  quarter  1852 245  86 

Expended  during  the  lie  quarter  1853 74  28 

Expended  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 260  66 

Expended  during  the  3d  quarter  1853 38  75 

619  56 

Balance  due  the  United  States  on  lit  of  October,  1853 960  00 

F.— Appropriation  o/ $17,500  o/3d  of  March,  1837,  for  completing  Bmrvope,  4r«.,  in 
Mieeomrif  and  enrvega  of  prvmU  dmma  m  Mumwri,  eof^rmed  bjftheaet  of  4th  of 
J«%,  1836. 

Balance  due  the  United  States  on  lit  of  October,  1852 $1,162  86 

Expended  during  the  4th  quarter  1852 $28  63  * 

Expended  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 20  65 

Expended  during  the  3d  quarter  1853 79  60 

128  88 

Balance  due  the  United  States  on  1st  October,  1853 1, 033  98 

Q.-^Appropriation  for  the  enrveg  of  erroneona  and  drfeetive  Unee  of  the  pnbKe  and 
private  wnrvetfa  in  Btinoie  and  Miesonfi,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  ^  per 


Balance  due  the  United  States  on  1st  of  October,  1852....  $1,078  83 

Cash  received  in  the  4th  quarter  1852 500  00 

Cash  receiyed  in  the  2d  quarter  1853 1,200  00 

$2,788  83 

Expended  during  the  4th  quarter  1868 1,237  88 

Expended  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 653  12 

1,891  00 

Balance  doe  the  United  States  on  1st  of  October,  1853 887  83 


IL^Appropriation  of  $1,694  47  of  Zlet  ofAngnat,  1852,  for  additional  eompenaa^ 
tion  to  certain  depatff  anrvegora  in  Winoia  and  Miaaomrif  i/$l  per  miie  on  aurveffa 
executed  bif  them. 

Cash  received  from  the  United  States  Treasurer $448  47 

Expended  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 443  59 

Balance  due  the  United  States  on  1st  of  October,  1863 4 

4,181  70 

L--AppoHionmentaoft^(X)Omadethe2dof  September,  1858,  ami  $5,000  on  tAs31sl  of 
Mag,  1853,  ont  of  the  appropriation  o/$6,00U  of  the  Zlat  of  Angnat,  1862,  and  that 
«f%UJ0OO  of  the  3d  of  March,  VefA,  for  canpng  into  efeet  the  act  oj  28th  of  Sip- 
Umber,  1860,  granting  amamp  landa,  8fc, 

Cadi  recdved  during  the  1st  quarter  1863 $1,000  00 

Cash  received  during  the  2d  quarter  1853 962  00 

Cash  received  during  the  3d  quarter  1863 122  41 

$2,064  41 

Amount  carried  forward 2,04  41    4,181708 
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Amount  brought  forward $2,084  41  $4*181  70 

Expended  daring  the  iBt  quarter  1853 $489  00 

Expended  daring  the  2d  quarter  1853 827  93 

Expended  during  the  3d  quarter  1853 3,336  07 

4,653  00 


Balance  due  the  suryeyor  general  on  Ut  of  October,  1853 2,568  S9 


Aggregate  balance  due  the  United  States  on  the  1  st  of  October,  1853 1,613  11 

Paidrince 263  18 


Leaving  an  actual  balance  on  this  day  of. 1, 349  93 


Omcx  or  thx  Surtxtor  Gkhxral, 

St,  Louii,  October  29, 1853. 


JNO.  LOUGHBOROUGH. 

SurteyoT  GemenU, 


B. 

OfFIOE  or  SCRTXTOR  GXNXRAL  FOR  IlLIITOIS  AND  MiSSOORI, 

St,  Louis,  September  22,  1853. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  28th  of  July  last,  I  herewith  submit  the 
estimate  of  the  funds  required  for  the  services  of  this  district  and  office  during  the  fiscal  year 
1854-^55,  as  follows,  vix : 

1.  For  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  general $2,000  00 

2.  For  salaries  of  clerks,  as  per  act  of  May  9, 1836 3,620  00 

3.  For  salary  of  additional  clerks,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  regular  appro- 

priation under  the  2d  head 4,800  00 

4.  For  the  correction  of  erroneous  and  defective  lines  of  the  public  and  private 

surveys  in  Missouri,  at  $6  per  mile,  including  office-work 2, 000  00 

5.  For  compledng  the  surveys  of  towns  and  villages,  in  Missouri,  named  in  the 

acts  of  June  13, 1812,  and  May  26, 1824 1,500  00 

6.  For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  office,  binding,  of  books,  &o 2, 500  00 

7.  For  preparing  the  unfinished  records  of  land  titles  in  the  States  of  Illinois 

and  Missouri,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  12th  June,  1840 « 8,000  00 

Total 24,620  00 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  LOUGHBOROUGH, 

Smrtefor  GtmraL 
Hon.  John  Wtlsoit, 

Commisnoner  General  Land  Qfiu,  WoMngtOHf  D,  C 
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C. 

Statement  showings  in  each  land  district  in  the  State  o/Missourij  the  number 
of  acres  of  land  returned  by  the  surveyor  general  for  Illinois  and  Missouri^ 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genial  Land  Office^  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  September  28, 1850,  donating  swamp  and  overflowed  landSf  ^"c. 


DUtrictB. 


Springfield 

Saint  Louis 

Jackson 

Palmyra 

Fayette 

Plattsbuig 

Milan 

Clinton 

Total 


Acres. 


34, 974. 46 

11,063.14 

1,848,237.60 

63,241.94 

67, 996. 66 

312, 145. 46 

197,4ia04 

230,899.07 


2, 766, 971. 75 


SURTXTOR  GenKRAl's   OfFIOK, 

^.  Louis,  October  29, 1853. 


JNO.  LOUGHBOROUGH, 

Surveyor  General, 


D. 


Statement  showing  in  each  land  district  in  the  State  of  Minois  the  number  of 
acres  of  land  returned  by  the  surveyor  general  for  Illinois  a7id  Missouri 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  September  28,  1850,  donating  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  4^. 


Districts. 


Qnincy 

Bhawneetown 

Danville 

Kaskaskia 

Vandalia 

Palestine 

Chicago 

EdwanlsTille 

Dixon 

Springfield 

Total ! 


Acres. 


146,816-66 
508, 769. 46 

476. 301. 01 
113, 639. 15 
215, 490. 73 
153, 558. 89 
124,556.47 

104. 477. 02 
369, 762. 63 
157,263.26 


2, 370, 635. 28 


Omo^  or  TBI  Surveyor  General, 

St,  Louis,  October  2d,  1853. 


JNO.  LOUGHBOROUGH, 

Surveyor  General, 
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KEPOBT  OF  THE  SURYETOB  GENEBAL  OF  ARKANSAS. 

Surveyor's  Office  i  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 

0€t(^Hsr  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following,  with  the  accom* 
panying  diagram,  marked  A,  and  exhibits  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  6,  H,  I, 
and  K,  as  a  report  of  the  condition  of  this  office,  and  the  progress 
made  in  the  business  thereof,  since  the  date  of  last  annual  report : 

FIELD  WORK. 

Statement  A  shows  the  condition  of  contracts  not  closed  at  the  date 
of  last  annual  report. 

No,  1.  R.  W.Mecklin's  contract  of  1st  October,  1844.  This  contract, 
it  was  supposed  for  several  years,  was  not  completed,  but,  in  moving 
the  office  last  May,  the  field-notes  of  the  two  fractional  townships  sup- 
posed to  be  unfinished,  viz:  fractional  townships  1  and  2  north,  range 
33  west,  were  found. 

No  account  being  on  file  in  this  office  for  this  work,  and  no  claim  set 
up,  it  will  not  be  ceitified  for  payment  until  such  is  the  case. 

No.  2.  Of  the  324  miles  2-iirtr  chains  surveyed  by  C.  Crosby,  imder 
his  contract  of  7th  December,  1860,  206i  miles  were  found,  upon  ex- 
amination by  Mr.  Ganetson,  to  be  incorrect,  and  were  re-surveyed  by 
him,  leaving  118  miles  56jijF  chains  correctly  executed.  The  work 
found  to  have  been  correct  amounts  to  $485  13*^part  being  at  $4  and 
part  $6  per  mile — which  deducted  from  the  amount  paid  him  as  per 
voucher  No.  2,  third  quarter  1851,  shows  a  balance  against  him  and 
his  securities  of  $1 14  96,  which  balance  will,  no  doubt,  be  paid  with- 
out suit. 

No.  3  is  John  W.  Garretson's  contract  of  22d  October,  1861,  which 
has  been  completed,  except  a  few  miles,  that  will  be  surveyed  the 
present  fall.  The  number  of  miles  returned  under  this  contract,  but 
not  yet  paid  for,  because  not  all  examined  and  approved,  is  76.  As 
soon  as  the  part  that  remains  to  be  surveyed  is  finished,  the  final  ac- 
count under  this  contract  will  be  certified  for  adjustment. 

No.  4.  David  F.  Shali's  contract  of  30lh  March,  1862.  Surveys  all 
completed  and  contract  closed ;  Mr.  Shall  having  surveyed  four  town- 
ships, and  Mr.  P.  B.  Starbuck  two,  under  his  contract  of  the  9th  De- 
cember, 1 862,  the  accounts  for  which  have  been  adjusted  at  the  de* 
partment. 

No.  6.  John  W.  Garretson's  contract  of  9th  April,  1862:  embraces 
the  townships  originallv  in  C.  Crosby's  contract  of  7th  December, 
1860,  as  well  what  he  had  surveyed  and  been  paid  for,  as  that  which 
remained  to  be  executed  under  that  contract;  all  of  which  have  been 
surveyed,  plats  made,  and  payment  adjusted  at  the  department ;  and 
it  also  embraces  26  other  townships  of  old  surveys,  containing  frag- 
ments of  lines  requiring  correction  and  re-survey,  with  the  privilege 
allowed  of  re-surveying  and  correcting  the  whole  of  such  townships  if 
found  necessary. 

Mr.  Garretson's  examination  of  Mr.  Crosby's  surveys  was  complete 
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and  thorough— ^yeiy  part  of  them  was  gone  over ;  for  examining  the 
ccffiect  part  of  which  ne  sot  no  pay,  and,  in  fact,  makes  no  charge, 
Mr.  6.  deserves  great  credit  for  tne  manner  in  which  he  has  acquitted 
himself  of  this  job. 

Of  the  26  other  townships,  (being  all  old  work,)  he  has  re-surveyed 
and  made  corrections  in  15,  in  nearly  all  of  which  he  found  the  old 
work  so  fraudulent,  defective,  or  erroneous,  as  to  require  the  entire  re* 
tracement  of  each  township.  The  consequence  is,  that  it  has  taken  a 
much  longer  time  to  complete  the  contract  than  was  allowed ;  it,  there- 
fore, has  been  extended.  The  total  number  of  miles  already  surveyed 
under  this  contract  amounts  to  1,421,  of  which  600^  have  been  paid 
for ;  leaving  821  miles  returned  yet  to  be  paid  for,  about  600  miles  of 
which  have  been  examined  and  approved,  and  the  plats  made.  As 
soon  as  the  remaining  221  miles  are  examined  and  approved,  the  ac- 
count, with  the  plats,  will  be  forwarded  for  payment. 

It  is  supposed,  judging  by  what  has  been  done,  that  the  other  11 
townships,  mentioned  in  this  contract,  will  also  require  to  be  entirely 
retraced  and  re-surveyed  throughout.  To  complete  these  will  take  Mr. 
Garretson  until  next  spring.  He  is  now  in  the  field  prosecuting  his 
surveys  with  his  usual  untiring  industry* 

Statement  B  shows  the  condition  of  contracts  entered  into  since  the 
date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

No.  1  is  Paul  B.  Staxbuck's  contract  of  9th  December,  1852,  which, 
doubtless,  will  all  be  completed  within  his  contract  term,  there  being 
only  three  townships  to  return,  two  of  which  are  already,  probably, 
surveyed,  and  the  other  progressing. 

No.  2,  D.  W.  Lowe's  contract  of  9th  March,  1863.  There  remain 
two  townships  to  be  returned  under  this  contract,  which  will  probably 
be  done  within  the  time  allowed,  as  the  deputy  is  at  work. 

Nos.  8  and  4  are  contracts  recently  entered  into  with  Mr.  G.  McPhei- 
son  on  the  5th  July,  1853,  and  the  Messrs.  Martin  on  the  28th  Sep- 
tember, 1853,  for  retracing  and  re-surveying ;  four  townships  in  the 
former,  and  16  in  the  latter  contract. 

No.  5  is  special  instructions  to  James  M.  Danley,  of  the  25th  De- 
cember, 1852,  to  survey  an  island  in  the  Arkansas  river,  which  has 
been  completed  and  payment  adjusted  at  the  department 

A  recapitulation  of  exhibits  A  and  B  presents  these  facts :  that  of 
the  83  townships  now  under  contract  for  retracement  and  re-survey, 
19  have  been  completed  and  paid  for ;  27  have  been  completed,  but 
the  returns  thereof  not  all  examined  and  approved ;  leaving  37  to  be 
executed  and  returned. 

There  are  70  townships  in  the  State,  heretofore  estimated  for,  yet  to 
be  put  under  contract  for  retracement  and  re-survey,  on  account  of 
fraud  and  errors,  and  obliteration  of  comers ;  in  addition  to  which 
there  are  nine  others,  (see  exhibit  I)  that,  for  the  same  causes,  will  re- 
quire re-sunrey. 

In  lettine  this  work,  care  will  be  observed  to  procure  the  services  of 
good  and  mithiiil  surveyors ;  and  it  wiU  be  my  endeavor  to  keep  the 
number  now  in  the  field  constantly  employed  until  all  those  townships 
are  completed;  to  pay  for  which  it  is  believed  that  existing  appropria- 
tions will  be  amply  sufficient.    When  other  townships  are  properly  le- 
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ported  as  being  in  a  condition  rendering  a  retracement  and  re-survey 
necessary,  estimates  therefor  will  be  prepared  in  due  season  and  for* 
warded  to  your  office. 

In  this  connexion,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  the  condition  of  the 
surveys  executed  by  Charles  H.  Pelham,  esq.;  who,  for  many  years, 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  several  surveyors  general  of  this  district, 
as  a  faithful,  skilful,  and  honest  deputy,  and  has  had  the  benefit  of  large 
and  lucrative  contracts,  at  various  times,  during  the  last  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years.  In  contracts  of  John  W.  Garretson  and  David  W* 
Lowe,  esqs.,  deputy  surveyors,  were  included  fragments  of  incomplete 
or  erroneous  surveys  in,  or  adjacent  to,  townships  surveyed  and  re- 
turned by  Charles  H.  Pelham,  deputy  surveyor,  both  of  which  gende- 
men  report  the  fact  that  most  of  the  work  executed  by  Pelham,  as  fer 
as  coming  under  their  observation,  was  erroneous ;  and  in  some  in- 
stances his  returns  are  shown,  by  examinations  on  the  ground,  to  have 
been  false,  and  in  others  fraudulent. 

David  W.  Lowe,  esq.,  under  instructions  fi-om  this  office,  examined 
firactional  township  22  north,  range  6  east,  (west  of  Black  river,)  exe- 
cuted and  returnea  by  Pelham  in  1845,  and  found  that  not  a  corner 
had  been  established,  or  a  line  blazed,  nor  was  there  any  trace  of  a 
survey  in  any  part  of  the  firactional  township.  The  same  state  of  facts 
was  found  by  John  W.  Garretson,  deputy  surveyor,  to  exist  in  part  at 
township  12  north,  range  6  west,  north  of  White  river.  Mr.  G.  ex- 
amined and  re-surveyed  said  township,  under  contract  of  9th  of  April, 
1852.  Pelham,  in  his  field-notes  of  township  12  north,  range  4  west, 
reports  the  corners  for  firactional  sections  on  the  north  side  of  White 
river,  due  north  of  those  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Garretson  finds,  in  his  resurvey,  that  they  are  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-three  chains  east.  Mr.  Pelham  reports  the  east  boundary  of 
township  12  north,  range  4  west,  as  a  straight  line.  Mr.  Garretson 
finds,  where  the  line  crosses  White  river,  an  offset  of  more  than  twenty 
chains,  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  near  to  it,  he  finds  no  trace 
of  a  line. 

A  similar  false  return  was  made  by  Pelham  in  his  correction  of  the 
survey  of  township  19  north,  range  20  west,  executed  originally  by 
Isaac  Murphy,  deputy  surveyor.  Pelham,  in  notes  of  south  ooundary 
of  township  19  north,  range  20  west,  represents  the  south  side  of  sec- 
tion 31  as  near  80  chains ;  Murphy  found  the  western  tier  of  sections 
in  township  19  north,  range  20  west,  only  about  70  chains  wide* 
Subsequently,  Mr.  Pelham  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  correcting 
Murphy's  work,  and  in  his  notes  reports  the  western  tier  of  sections 
wide  enough  to  agree  with  the  south  boundary  run  by  himself,  and 
that  ]Vf r.  Murphy  had  established  no  comers  on  the  range  line.  Pel- 
ham's  notes  not  being  satisfactory,  David  W.  Lowe,  deputy  surveyor, 
was  directed  to  examine  the  error  in  question,  and  reported  that  the 
south  boundary,  as  run  by  Pelham,  was  only  about  70  chains,  and 
that  the  western  tier  of  sections  of  township  19  north,  range  20  west, 
agreed  therewith;  and  that  he  found,  on  personal  examination,  the 
comers  ot  both  Pelham  and  Murphy  on  the  range  line,  at  the  same 
point,  and  bearing-trees  of  both  deputies  standing  and  agreeing  in  all 
particulars  with  their  field-notes  returned 
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The  extent  of  the  fraudulent  and  erroneous  work  returned  by  Mr. 
Pelham  cannot  be  conjectured,  but  must  be  very  considerable,  as  he 
has  been  the  recipient  of  heavy  contracts  from  this  office  during  its 
existence,  and  previously,  from  the  surveyor's  office  at  St.  Louis;  nor 
does  it  appear  that  such  frauds  have  been  perpetrated  at  any  particular 
date,  but  at  various  times,  whilst  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  ^f  the 
surveyors  general,  as  the  errors  and  frauds  herein  specified  are  in  his 
returns  dated  from  1826  to  1848,  a  portion  of  which  were  examined 
and  approved  at  St.  Louis  before  the  United  States  surveyor's  office 
was  established  here. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  returns  of  surveyors  have  not  been  acted 
upon  of  late  with  that  degree  of  promptness  usually  practised  by  tliis 
office.  This  is  attributable  to  the  tedious  and  all-engrossing  nature  of 
the  business  growing  out  of  the  swamp  land  grant,  which,  aside  from 
the  labor  imposed  by  it,  of  preparing  the  diagrams  and  lists,  has  super- 
induced upon  the  office  a  semi-official  correspondence,  which  requires 
much  time  and  labor  to  attend  to.  It  must  not  be  understood  by  this 
that  the  regular  routine  of  business  has  been  neglected :  on  the  contrary, 
that  has  always  been  kept  up. 

OFFICE  WORK. 

Plats. 

C  is  a  list  of  plats  re-calculated  and  re-constructed  from  the  original 
field-notes,  to  supply  the  place  of  defaced  and  unauthenticated  plats 
now  on  file  in  this  and  the  register's  offices — in  all  30  plats.  D  is  a 
list  of  plats  made  from  the  field-notes  of  the  recent  re -surveys,  number- 
ing 80  copies. 

Thus,  according  to  C  and  D,  it  will  be  seen  that  110  plats  have  been 
constructed  in  this  office  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

Transcripts  of  Jiddrnoies. 

E  is  a  list  of  12  subdivisions  of  townships  and  21  boundaries,  the 
field-notes  of  which  have  been  transcribed  for  transmission  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  since  30th  October,  1852. 

F  is  a  list  of  townships  and  boundaries,  the  field-notes  of  which  have 
been  transcribed  for  transmission  to  the  General  Land  Office,  but  have 
not  yet  been  sent. 

Record  qfjidd-notes. 

Diagram  A  shows  that  364  townships  and  73  boundaries  have  been 
recorded,  and  all  compared,  fi)r  use  and  preservation  at  this  office, 
since  the  30th  of  October,  1862.  The  utmost  pains  are  taken  to  make 
this  a  perfect  record.  No  interlineations,  and  as  few  erasures  as  pos- 
sible, are  allowed. 

Descriptive  lists. 

H  is  a  list  of  descriptions  of  townships,  showing  that  21  have  been 
made  firom  the  field-notes  of  retracement  and  re-survey,  and  7$  re- 
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copied,  of  the  300  reported  by  my  predecessor,  in  his  annual  report  for 
the  year  1849,  as  unfit  for  use. 

In  addition  to  what  may  be  gathered  in  the  foregoing,  as  to  the 
amount  of  labor  performed  by  the  clerical  force  of  ttas  office  during 
the  last  year,  much  of  their  time  and  attention  has  been  bestowed  as 
follows :  To  the  preparation  of  sketches,  and  copies  of  field-notes,  for 
deputies  about  to  take  the  field;  drawing  contracts  and  instructions  to 
surveyors;  examining,  protracting  and  calculating  re-traced  and  re- 
surveyed  townships,  upon  which  there  is  much  more  labor  than  in 
cases  of  original  surveys;  re-calculating  township  plats  for  re-con- 
struction ;  making  diagrams  of  townships  for  the  selection  of  swamp 
lands,  and  preparing  and  copying  lists  of  the  same  for  the  use  of  this 
office  and  the  general  and  local  land  offices ;  recording  letters  received 
at  and  sept  from  this  office;  making  out  accounts;  and  constructing 
subdivisional  diagrams. 
.« 

SWAMP  LANDS. 

This  subject  hzs  occupied  my  most  serious  and  deliberate  attention, 
from  the  very  commencement  of  my  term  of  office ;  and,  from  the  spirit 
and  tenor  of  the  written  instructions  and  published  opinions  of  the  de- 

i>artment  upon  the  swamp  land  act,  it  seems  that  very  liberal  and  en- 
arged  views  were  entertamed  in  regard  to  that  act.  1  was  particularly 
struck  with  the  principles  promulged  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the 
Commissioner  ot  the  General  Land  Office,  in  regard  to  the  Louisiana 
swamp  lands.  In  that  State,  not  only  whole  districts  of  country  were 
recommended  to  be  confirmed,  as  coming  within  the  grant  made  to  her 
under  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1849,  but  likewise  all  the  balance 
of  the  pubUc  lands  within  her  borders ;  and  the  reasons  given  for  this 
recommendation  I  thought  were  just  and  unanswerable,  and  would  ap- 
phr  with  almost  ecfial  force  to  the  swamp  and  overflowed  land  regions 
of  this  State.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  the  main  and  almost  only 
cause  that  has  heretofore  operated  to  retard  and  prevent  the  settle- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  lands  in  this  State  is  the  fact  of  their 
low,  wet,  swampy,  overflowed,  and  consequently  unhealthy  character. 
This  State  is  bemnd  all  her  sisters  of  the  same  age  in  population  and 
wealth ;  and  here  is  the  cause. 

Thus  regarding  the  matter,  and  falling  into  the  enlarged  views  ap- 
parently entertained  by  the  department,  and  believing  that  the  good  of 
the  State  is  the  good  of  the  nation,  I  was  induced,  in  my  communica- 
tion to  you  of  the  11th  April  last,  to  recommend  the  confirmation  to 
this  State  of  her  selections  of  land  under  the  act  of  28th  September, 
1850;  which  recommendation  I  now  renew.  I  know  that  m  many 
cases  these  selections  are  contradicted  or  controverted  by  the  fiela- 
notes ;  but  in  a  great  many  more  the  field-notes  are  entirely  silent,  or 
so  va^e  and  ambiguous  on  this  point  as  to  be  tantamount  to  no  de- 
scription at  all.  Suppose  the  field-notes  do  controvert  the  State  selec- 
tions: that  should  not  be  final,  for  the  State  authorities  refused  to  ac- 
cept them  as  the  basis  in  selecting — as  it  appears  did  also  the  States 
of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  the  law  not  ruling  them  down  to  that  or  any 
other  mode  of  making  selections;  and,  even  were  this  not  the  caise,  it 
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is  a  fact  that  is  almost  everywhere  admitted,  throughout  the  corre- 
spoodence  on  this  subject  between  this  and  the  General  Land  Office, 
that  the  field-notes  are  not  the  best  evidence ;  for,  as  the  Commissioner 
in  his  last  annual  report  very  correctly  remarks,  the  "lands  were  sur- 
veyed in  the  driest  seasons,  or  when  the  ground  was  frozen,  and  hence 
the  field-notes  do  not  indicate  all  that  were  of  the  character  embraced 
by  the  grant" 

The  great  mass  of  the  lands  selected  by  the  State  agents  lies  in  the 
"bottoms,"  or  valleys,  of  the  Mississippi,  St.  Francis,  White,  Arkansas, 
Saline,  Ouachita,  Little  Missouri,  Little,  and  Red  rivers,  as  designated 
by  the  shaded  lines  on  the  accompanying  diagram  of  the  State,  These 
regions  are  almost  as  notoriously  swampy  and  overflowed  as  Louis- 
iana ;  and  the  evidence  produced  by  the  State  that  they  are  such  is  just 
the  kind  as  that  required  of  them  by  the  surveyor  general,  and  exactly 
according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  him.  With  wnat  propriety,  then, 
I  could  impeach  their  credibility,  without  counter  testimony  of  a  more 
positive  character  than  is  presented  by  the  field-notes,  I  cannot deter- 
mine. 

By  reference  to  exhibit  G,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total 
quantity  of  lands  selected  as  swamp  and  overflowed, 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  by  her  agents,  and  sustained         Acres. 
as  such  by  the  field-notes,  including  additional  selec- 
tions by  the  field-notes,  is 6,593,625.32 

Deduct  lands  included  in  the  above,  which  had  been 
disposed  of  by  the  United  States  prior  to  28th  Sep- 
tember, 1850,  estimated  at 1,307,110.00 

Leaves  total  amount  of  unobjectionable  selections 5,286,515.32 

Add  lands  selected  as  swamp  by  the  State,  but  not  sus- 
tained as  such  under  the  rules  adopted  by  this  office  ' 
to  govern  selections  by  the  field-notes 2,448,292.99 

You  have  total  claimed  by  the  State,  under  the  grant,  up 
to  this  date 7,734,808.31 

All  the  lands  in  the  State  that,  €u:cording  to  thc^dd-notesj  are  vnequivo^ 
caUy  of  the  character  embraced  by  the  grant,  were  reported  by  my  pre- 
decessor for  confirmation.  The  State  agents,  acting  independently  of 
those  selections,  have  also  gone  almost  entirely  over  the  whole  of  the 
swamp  and  overflowed  regions  of  the  State,  and  when  they  complete 
their  explorations  and  examinations,  and  make  their  returns,  tne  busmess 
of  the  grant,  as  far  as  the  action  of  this  office  is  concerned,  will  cease. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  here,  that  this  grant  has  accom- 
plished up  to  this  time  as  much  good,  probably,  as  its  most  sanguine 
advocates  at  first  expected.  Already  much  the  greater  part  of  the 
Mississippi  river  has  oeen  leveed,  as  well  as  considerable  portions  of 
both  banks  of  the  Arkansas,  between  its  mouth  and  Pine  Blufls.  From 
Little  Rock  down,  along  the  north  bank  of.  the  latter  river,  a  contract 
has  been  let  for  the  construction  of  forty-two  miles  of  levee. 

On  Red  river,  large  contracts,  I  am  informed,  are  about  to  be  en- 
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tered  into  for  leveeing  its  banks  and  excavating  cut-offs.  According  to 
the  report  of  the  State  engineer,  these  cut-offs,  when  made,  will  shorten 
the  river  ninety-two  miles,  and  will  consequently,  by  increasing  the 
velocity  of  the  current,  diminish  the  danger  of  ovei*flow. 

The  levees  on  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  rivers,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  are  from  five  to  ten  feet  high.  The  rule  is — and  so  all  contracts 
are  drawn — that  for  every  foot  in  height  there  shall  be  seven  feet  base  and 
one  at  top,  A  levee,  therefore,  ten  feet  high,  will  have  seventy  feet  base^ 
and  be  ten  feet  wide  on  top. 

Besides  the  contracts  for  leveeing  the  rivers,  other  contracts  have 
been  let,  and  others,  again,  applied  for,  to  ditch  and  drain  portions  of 
the  flat  wet  lands  of  the  State,  and  for  straightening,  clearing  out,  and 
dredging  a  few  of  its  bayous.  Thus  it  will  be  observed  that  the  State 
has  commenced  this  most  laudable  enterprise  of  the  reclamation  of  her 
lands  with  spirit  and  energy^,  and  certainly,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
is  entitled  to  all  the  aid  and  encouragement  that  such  a  herculean 
and  useful  undertaking  deserves.  It  is  calculated  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  lands  acquired  under  this  beneficent  donation  will 
not  more  than  accomplish  the  projected  system  of  reclamation ;  there- 
fore it  is  not  a  matter  so  much  of  interest  to  the  exchequer  of  the 
State,  whether  she  gets  all  the  land  she  claims,  as  to  the  welfare  and 
health  of  each  individual  citizen. 

K  is  a  copy  of  the  estimates  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
30th  June,  ^'6b^. 

In  making  up  the  estimates  for  clerk  hire,  I  have  been  prompted 
alone  by  the  consideration  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  government  to 
hasten  forwurd  the  vast  amount  of  labor  that  remains  to  be  done,  before 
the  records  can  be  prepared  in  the  style  heretofore  planned,  and  com- 
menced, propiiratory  to  a  transfer  to  the  State ;  and  to  insure  celerity 
and  despatch  in  the  execution  of  which,  an  increase  of  clerks  is  respect- 
fully recommended,  as  estimated  for. 

There  is  no  item  inserted  for  surveying,  for  the  reasons  previously 
stated  in  this  report. 

In  answer  to  your  question  as  to  the  "  probable  time  when  the  public 
surve3\s  and  arcnives  of  this  office  will  be  in  a  condition  to  be  surren- 
dered to  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  consistently  with  the 
public  interest,  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved June  12,  1840,"  I  have  to  state  that  it  will  require  at  lezist  five 
years,  provided  the  appropriations  asked  for  are  made,  and  no  further 
extra  duty,  not  now  contemplated,  should  be  imposed,  taking  as  a  basis 
of  calculation  what  ha^  been  done  by  the  present  clerical  force  of  the 
office,  and  what  remains  to  be  done  in  office  and  in  field. 

It  was  estimated  by  my  predecessor,  in  his  last  annual  report,  that 
it  would  only  require  five  years  from  that  date ;  but  it  was  not  pre- 
sumed by  him  that  the  swamp  land  grant  would  be  the  future  source 
of  so  much  labor  and  perplexity. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  MILBOURNE, 
Surveyor  Qeneral  of  Arkansas. 

John  Wilson,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
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c. 


List  of  plats  reconstructed  and  recalculated  Jrom  the  original  ^field-notes,  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  defaced  or  mutilated  plats  now  on  file  in  this  and 
the  register's  offices. 


Townships. 

Number  of 
copies. 

Remarks. 

Township  1  north,  range  12  west 

Township  I  north,  range  10  west 

Township  ]  north,  range  11  west....... 

Township  1  north,  range  13  west 

Township  2  north,  range  10  west 

Township  1  north,  range  9  west 

Townthip  2  north,  range  ]  3  west 

Township  2  north,  range  9  west 

Township  2  north,  range  12  west 

Township  3  north,  range  10  west 

Township  4  north,  range  12  west 

Township  1 1  south,  range  19  west 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 

Copies  sent  to  register  and  Commissioiwr. 

Do                  do                  do. 

Do                  do                  do. 

Do                 do                 do. 
Not  ditpoied  of. 

Do. 
Copies  sent  to  register  and  Commissioner. 

Do                 do                 do. 

Do                 do                 do. 
Not  disposed  o£ 

Do. 
Made  for  Conmnssioner,  per  request. 

D. 


Liit  of  plats  coTutructed  from  the  field-notes  of  resurveys  returned^  examined^ 
and  approved  since  the  30/A  of  October^  1852,  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report  from  this  office. 


1^ 

Townships. 

a  g* 

Remarks. 

Township  1  north,  range  5  west 

3 

Copiet  sent  to 

refi^ster  and  Commissiooer. 

Township  1  north,  range  6  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  1  north,  range  7  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Fractional  BecUons  26, 35,  and  36,  town- 

shin  1  north,  ranire  M  west ^ 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Fractional  township  1  north,  range  33 

west -. 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Fractional  township  2  north,  range  33 

west . ............................ 

3 
3 

Do 
Do 

do 
do 

do. 

Township  2  north,  range  5  west 

do. 

Township  2  north,  range  6  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Townthip  2  north,  range  7  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Townthip  16  north,  range  7  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Townthip  16  north,  range  8  wett 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  17  north,  range  7  wett 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  17  north,  range  8  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Tbwnship  20  north,  range  3  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  20  north,  range  4  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  1  south,  range  4  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  1  south,  range  5  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  4  south,  range  2  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  6  south,  range  5  west 

3 

Do 

do 

do. 

Township  ]5  north,  range  5  wett 

3 

Copies  sent  to  Cgmmisaioner  only. 

Township  19  north,  range  4  wett 

3 

Do 

do. 

Township  19  north,  range  3  west 

3 

Do 

do. 
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Townships. 

Kumber  of 
copies* 

Remarks. 

Township  14  north,  range  4  west 

Township  14  north,  range  5  west 

Township  19  north,  range  1  west 

Township  16  north,  range  5  west 

Township  2  south,  range  3  west 

Township  2  south,  range  4  west 

Township  2  south,  range  5  west 

Township  10  north,  range  4  west 

Townsliip  11  north,  range  4  west 

Township  16  north,  range  4  west 

1 
1 
3 
3 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Kot  disposed  of. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

E. 

List  of  toumships  and  boundaries j  the  field-notes  of  which  have  been  tran- 
scribed for  the  General  Land  Office  since  the  date  of  the  laM  annual  re- 
port  from  this  office. 

Resiirvey  of  township  20  north,  range  4  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  19  north,  range  4  west 

Resurvey  of  township  2  north,  range  6  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  1  north,  range  5  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  10  north,  range  4  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  1  north,  range  6  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  20  north,  range  3  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  19  north,  range  3  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  19  north,  range  1  west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  township  19  north,  range  6  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  1  south,  range  5  west. 

Resurvey  of  township  1  south,  range  4  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  east  boundary  of  township  19  north,  range  2  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  south  boundary  of  township  20  north,  range  1  west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  the  south  boundary  of  township  19  north,  range 
1  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  east  boundary  of  township  19  north,  range  1  west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  the  east  boundary  of  township  19  north,  range 
6  west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  the  south  boundary  of  township  20  north,  range 
6  west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  the  east  boundary  of  township  19  north,  range 

3  west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  the  east  boundary  of  township  19  north,  range 

4  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  south  boundary  of  township  19  north,  range  3  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  east  and  south  boundaries  of  township  20  north, 
range  3  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  south  boundary  (except  section  31)  of  township  21 
north,  range  3  west. 
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Resurvey  of  the  east  and  south  boundaries  of  township  1 9  north 
range  4  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  east  and  south  boundaries  of  township  20  north, 
range  4  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  south  boundary  of  township  21  north,  range  4  west. 

Resurvey  of  the  east  boundary  of  township  10  north,  range  4  west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  east  boundary  of  township  19  north,  range  5 
west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  south  boundary  of  township  20  north,  range  6 
west. 

Resurvey  of  part  of  east  boundary  of  township  10  north,  range  4 
west. 


F. 

List  cf  townships  and  boundaries,  the  field  notes  of  which  have  been  tran* 

scribed,  but  not  sent  to  the  General  Lajid  Office* 

Resurvey  of  township  1  north,  range  5  west. 
Resurvey  of  township  1  north,  range  6  west. 
Resurvey  of  township  10  north,  range  4  west. 
Resurvey  of  township  1  south,  range  4  west. 
Resurvey  of  township  1  south,  range  5  west. 
Resurvey  of  east  boundary  of  township  10  north,  range  4  west 
Resurvey  of  part  of  south  boundary  of  townsliip  10  north,  range  4 
west. 


G. 

SWAMP  LANDS. 

HtUma  land  di$iriet. 

Selected  m  ewampby  State  agents 1,775,104.73 

Deduct  State  selectioDs  not  sastoined  by  the  field-notes,  under 
the  rules  adopted  by  L.  Gibson,  esq.,  late  surveyor  general.        481, 185. 76 

I,293,9ia97 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  field-notes,  in  addition  to  selections 

by  the  State 1,089,031.42 

2,382,950.39 
Deduct  estimated  number  of  acres  of  land  which  had  been  sold  by  the  United 
States  prior  to  date  of  act  of  September  28, 1850,  included  m  above  selec- 
tions         578,000.00 

Net  quantity  of  unobjectionable  selections 1, 804, 950. 39 

Lawrence  eomUy  Umd  dittrid. 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  State  agents 2,518,902.96 

Deduct  State  selections  not  sustained  by  the  field-notes,  under 
the  rules  adopted  by  L  Gibson,  esq.,  late  surreyor  general       970, 235. 22 

1,648,667.74 
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Selected  as  swamp  by  the  field-notea ,  in  additaon  to  aelectioiu  bj  the  State 
ageots 175,521.80 

1,724,189.54 
Dedact  eatimated  number  of  acres  which  had  been  sold  by  the  United  States 
prior  to  date  of  act  of  September  28, 1850,  and  included  in  above  selections       340, 000. 00 

Net  amount  of  unobjectionable  selections 1, 384, 189. 54 

LittU  Rock  or  AHumaag  Umi  digtriet. 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  State  agents 762,247.01 

Dedact  State  selectiont  not  BUBtained  by  the  field-notes,  under 
the  rules  adopted  by  L.  Gibson,  esq.,  late  surveyor  general       487, 067. 96 

275, 179. 05 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  field-notes,  in  addition  to  that  lelected  by  the  State 

agents 882,979.50 

1, 158, 158. 55 
Deduct  estimated  number  of  acres  which  had  been  sold  by  the  United  States 
prior  to  September  28, 1850,  and  included  in  the  above  selections 176, 000. 00 

Net  amount  of  unobjectionable  selections 982, 158. 55 

Bed  River  Umd  dietriei. 

Selected  as  swamp  by  State  agents 407,011.56 

Deduct  State  selections  not  sustained  by  the  field-notes,  under 
the  rules  laid  down  by  L.  Gibson,  esq.,  late  surveyor  general       350, 789. 41 

56,222.15 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  field-notes,  in  addition  to  that  selected  by  the  State       522, 168. 11 

578, 390. 26 
Deduct  estimated  amount  of  acres  which  had  been  sold  by  the  United  States 
prior  to  September  28, 1850,  and  included  in  the  above  selections 120, 000. 00 

Net  amount  of  unobjectionable  selections 456, 390. 26 

CkampagnoU  land  dUtriet, 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  State  agents 127,996.39 

Deduct  State  selections  not  sustained  by  the  field-notes,  under 
the  rules  laid  down  by  L.  Gibson,  esq.,  late  surveyor  general         66, 406. 68 

61,589.71 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  field-notes,  in  addition  to  that  selected  by  the  State       539, 755. 20 

601,344.91 
Deduct  estimated  number  of  acres  which  had  been  sold  by  the  United  States 
prior  to  September  28, 1850,  but  included  improperly  in  the  above  selections         50, 000. 00 

Net  amount  of  unobjectionable  selections 551, 344. 91 

CiarkevUU  or  Johnson  C.  H,  land  district. 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  State  agents 134,988.63 

Deduct  State  selections  not  sustained  by  the  field-notes,  under 
the  rules  liud  down  by  L.  Gibson,  esq.,  late  surveyor  general         93, 607. 96 

41.380.67 

Selected  as  swamp  by  the  field-notes,  in  addition  to  that  selected  by  the  State       100, 087. 57 

141,468.24 
Dedact  estimated  number  of  acres  which  had  been  sold  by  the  United  States 
prior  to  September  28, 1850,  but  improperly  included  in  the  above  selections         39, 470. 00 

Net  amount  of  unobjectionable  selections 101,998.24 
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FayetteeiiZe  land  disiriei. 

Selected  by  the  field-notes  aa  swamp 7,123.95 

(No  ielections  have  been  made  by  the  State  in  this  district.) 
Deduct  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  prior  to  September  2R,  1850,  included 
improperly  in  the  abo?e  selections 3,640  00 

Net  amount  of  unobjectionable  selectionB 3, 483.95 


H. 

List  of  towmhijps^  the  descriptive  lists  of  which  have  been  made  from  the 
Jield-notes  of  resurvey  or  retracement^  and  compared^  since  the  date  of  the 
last  annual  report  from  this  office. 

Township  1  south,  range  4  west. 

Township  1  south,  range  5  west. 

Township  1  north,  range  6  west. 

Township  1  north,  range  6  west. 

Township  2  north,  range  6  west. 

Township  20  north,  range  4  west. 

Township  16  north,  range  5  west. 

Township  2  north,  range  5  west. 

Township  10  north,  range  4  w^est. 

Township  19  north,  range  20  west. 

Township  16  north,  range  7  west. 

Township  17  north,  range  7  west. 

Township  16  north,  range  8  west. 

Township  17  north,  range  8  west. 

Township  4  south,  range  2  west. 

Township  2  north,  range  7  west. 

Township  1  north,  range  7  west. 

Township  20  north,  range  3  west. 

Township  19  north,  range  4  west. 

Township  19  north,  range  3  west. 

Township  19  north,  range  1  west. 

In  all,  21  lists. 

In  addition  to  which,  75  of  the  300  descriptive  lists  heretofore  re- 
ported as  requiring  it  have  been  recopied,  making  in  all  96  prepared 
for  the  registers*  offices  during  the  year. 
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A  list  of  townships  in  which  have  been  discovered^  by  examitiation  in  the 
field,  fraudulent  or  erroneous  surveys  since  the  SOtk  October,  1852,  the 
date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  and  the  estimated  number 
of  miles  of  such  toork. 


Township!. 

No.  of  miles. 

Township  18  north,  rane:e  1  west 

60 

*                               '             o 

Township  18  north,  ranere  3  west 

60 

Township  18  north,  ranee  4  west 

60 

Township  12  north,  ranere  3  west 

75 

Township  20  north,  range  6  west 

6 

Also,  the  following  townships,  the  returns  of  which  are 
suspected  to  be  fraudulent  or  erroneous,  or  lying  in  prairie 
country,  are  known  to  be  devoid  of  marks  or  bounds,  and 
therefore  require  to  be  resurveyed  or  retraced : 
Township  6  north,  Tsmse  7  west 

60 

Township  1  north,  ranere  8  west 

25 

Township  2  north,  ran&re  8  west 

38 

Township  3  north,  ranee  8  west 

16 

Total  miles 

399 

K. 

Copy  of  the  ^^  estimates^ ^  foncarded  12th  September  last,  in  accordance  with 
the  request  in  the  Commissioner's  letter  qf2Sth  July,  1853,  ^^  of  sums  under 
the  respective  heads  of  salaries  and  incidental  expenses,  that  wilt  be  re- 
quired  to  meet  the  disbursements  for  the  surveying  district  of  Arkansas  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30tA  June,  1855,"  viz: 

Salaries  and  compensation. 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general  from  the  1st  July,  1854, 

lo  the  30th  June,  1855,  inclusive $2,000  00 

For  the  salaries  of  four  regular  clerks  for  the  same  time. .     -4,000*00 
For  compensation  of  seven  clerks  to  draught,  record  field- 
notes  for  the  use  of  the  State,  to  copy  field-notes  for  the 
use  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  to  make  descriptive 
lists  for  registers'  offices 6,000  00 

Incidental  expenses* 

For  house  rent 350  00 

For  fuel  and  servant  hire 260  00 

For  stationery,  book  binding,  &c 250  00 

12,850  00 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  OF  LOUISIANA. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 

DonaidsonvUle,  La,y  October  1,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  lo  your  instructions  of  the  28th  of  July  last,  I  have 
the  honor  now  to  submit,  in  triplicate,  the  annual  report  of  the  surveying 
department  in  Louisiana,  illustrating,  by  the  accompanying  exhibits, 
(A  to  I,)  its  present  condition,  and  the  amount  of  field  and  oflSce  labor 
performed  by  it,  since  the  20th  October,  1852,  the  date  of  the  last 
report  of  my  predecessor. 

A. — This  is  a  complete  list  of  all  contracts  let,  and  all  orders  of  survey 
issued,  by  this  office,  since  October  20, 1852,  and  shows  the  completion, 
or  present  condition,  as  far  as  known,  of  the  work  executed  under  them. 
From  it,  it  will  be  perceived  there  have  existed  thirty-four  contracts, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty -two  townships,  for  fifty-two  of 
which  there  have  been  returns  made.  Of  these,  thirty-four  have  been 
completed  and  paid  for;  five  are  now  undergoing  examination;  and 
the  remainder,  thirteen,  await  final  action,  which  depends  upon  correc- 
tions to  be  made  by  surveyors,  either  in  their  returns  or  field  opera- 
tions, leaving  still  to  be  returned  seventy  townships. 

Many  of  these  would  doubtless  have  been  completed,  and  particu- 
larly those  within  the  Bastrop  grant,  had  not  the  rise  of  waters  forced 
several  of  the  contractors  to  abandon  their  labors,  as  reported  to  your 
office  on  the  5th  of  January  last.  Of  these  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Boyd, 
Cabell,  Clack,  and  Curtis,  have  been  for  some  time  in  the  field,  and 
will  soon  finish  their  work;  the  fifth,  Mr.  Taylor,  persisted,  at  unpro- 
pitious  seasons,  and  against  the  waters,  in  carrying  his  work  to  its 
present  state  of  almost  entire  completion. 

The  contracts  of  Mr.  Brent  and  of  Mr.  Mullett,  and  doubtless  that 
of  Mr.  Gillespie,  remain  unfinished  from  the  same  cause.  In  addition  to 
the  reasons  tor  renewing  contracts,  assigned  in  letter  to  you  of  the  23d 
May  last,  it  may  be  remarked,  with  regard  to  the  long-continued  con- 
tract of  Mr.  Crawford,  in  the  southeastern  district,  that  he  has  been 
frequently  driven  from  the  field  by  high  water,  and  has  often  labored 
under  indisposition  created  by  exposure  in  it,  or,  when  it  retired,  in  the 
swamps.  His  work  is  of  a  most  intricate  character,  and  over  a  country 
so  cut  by  boggy  swamps,  and  brakes  of  cane,  entangled  by  vines,  its 
difficulty  of  execution  can  scarcely  be  exceeded  by  that  of  any  other 
surveys  in  the  State.  There  are  yet  only  some  ten  miles  of  additional 
and  corrective  lines  to  be  run,  to  complete  this  contract.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  expected  that  it  will  soon  be  performed,  approved,  and  reported 
to  j^our  office. 

With  regard  to  the  contract  in  the  Greensburg  district,  made  on  the 
1st  December,  1846,  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Taylor,  he  states  that  he  has 
made  the  larger  part  of  the  surveys  not  yet  returned;  and  it  is  confi- 
dently believed  he  will  early  perform  the  rest  of  the  work  in  townships 
7  and  8  S.,  range  1  W.,  and  township  7  S.,  range  2  E.,  and  return  them 
to  this  office.     The  remainder  of  his  contract,  lying  upon  Lakes  Mau- 
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repas  and  Pontchartrain,  is  generally  saw-grass  marsh,  subject  to  tide 
overflow,  and,  but  for  the  location  of  private  claims,  might  have  been 

Eassed  to  the  State.  Of  this  Mr.  "{ay lor  has  accomplisned  much :  he 
as  made  several  attempts  to  finish  all,  but  they  have  resulted  only  in 
failure,  and  in  disaster  to  him ;  and  if,  when  another  energetic  efibrt  be 
made,  at  the  proper  season,  he  reports  it  impracticable,  1  cannot  longer 
hold  him  bound  to  perform  such  dangerous  service,  without  the  possi- 
bility of  its  being  of  commensurate  public  or  private  benefit. 

Separate  report  will  be  made  with  regard  to  the  cancellation  of  the 
contract  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Whitton,  of  17th  January,  1861,  when  it  is  relet 
to  another  surveyor. 

The  returns  of  Mr.  Farmer  of  his  surveys  in  township  18  N.,  range  4 
E.,  district  north  of  Red  river,  embraced  by  his  contract  of  December 
7,  1851,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  again  deposited  in  this  office  for  examina- 
tion and  approval,  before  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  of  this  Slate, 
in  January  next;  when  he  must  be  in  attendance  upon  the  senate,  as 
lieutenant  governor,  as  he  was  during  the  last  session,  which  was  pro- 
tracted through  the  whole  of  the  surveying  season. 

Special  remeurks  with  regard  to  the  other  contracts  described  in  this 
list  are  not  deemed  necessary.  Many  of  the  contractors  have  long 
been  employed  by  this  office,  and,  by  the  competency  and  integrity 
evinced  in  the  execution  of  their  complicated  and  difficult  surveys, 
have  given  the  department  assurance  that  the  rest  of  their  labors  will 
be  inteUigenlly  and  efficiently  performed.  Some  of  them  are  now 
absent  from  Louisiana,  and,  because  of  the  terrible  malady  which  has 
scourged  this  afiiicted  State,  will  probably  not  return  early  to  resume 
their  field  operations ;  yet  it  is  beheved  all  will  come  witmn  the  time 
allowed  by  the  department* 


•  « 


B. — This  list  shows  the  liabilities  in  the  four  districts  of  Louisiana,  (other 
than  the  Greensburg  district,)  including  contracts  for  65  townships,  the 
running  of  township  lines  within  the  De  Bastrop  grant,  and  payment 
to  be  made  for  the  surveys  to  be  completed,  under  trie  orders  of  survey 
specified  in  list  A,  to  amount,  per  estimate,  to  $44,901. 

In  this  statement  are  still  retained  the  estimates  for  township  8  S., 
ranges  5  and  6  E.,  southwest  district,  which  were  formerly  included  in 
the  contract  made  by  me,  as  a  deputy  surveyor,  with  R.  W.  Boyd, 
esq.,  surveyor  general,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1 852.  Their  resurvey 
was  arrested  by  my  appointment  to  office,  but  will  be  soon  again 
relet 

C. — This  statement  exhibits  the  estimated  amount  to  be  paid 
for  surveys  in  twenty-three  townships  in  the  Greensburg 
district  to  be $11,752  00 

And  the  amount  of  unsettled  accounts  forwarded  to  the  de- 
partment      1,112  38 

Making  a  total  liability  in  the  district  of. 12,864  38 
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To  which  the  liabilities  shown  in  document  B  should  be 

added...: $44,901  00 

Total .* 67,765  38 

And  as  the  unexpended  balance  of  appropriations  for  this 

branch  of  the  service  is 79,987  37 

There  would  remain 22,221  99 

which  may  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  proposed  surveys  in- 
cluded in  statement  D. 

In  this  statement  are  still  retained  the  townships  included  in  the 
now  cancelled  contract  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Whitton,  which  will  be  again  at 
once  given  out. 

D. — By  this  statement,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  surveys  proposed 
to  be  executed  by  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1855, 
are  principally  those  whose  importance  has  been  shown  to  the  depart- 
ment in  former  reports,  and  having  been  already  sanctioned  by  appro- 
priations, are  now  open  for  contract. 

In  addition  to  sucn,  the  new  surveys  estimated  in  this  statement  are: 
In  the  southwestern  district: — of  those  townships,  upon  the  Sabine 
river,  the  traverse  of  which  is  deemed  necessary,  as  it  forms  part  of 
the  western  boundary  of  the  State,  and  as  upon  its  execution  it  will 
appear  whether  they  contain  lands  which  may  be  available  to  the 
United  States,  or  such  only  as  would  inure  to  Louisiana,  under  the 
swamp  act.  In  the  district  north  of  Red  river:— of  township  No. 
16  N.,  range  11  E.,  reported  fraudulent,  the  necessity  of  whose  survey 
was  made  known  to  the  department  by  surveyor  general's  letter  of 
May  19,  1^53,  and  its  enclosures.  And  in  the  southeastern  district  :— 
of  several  townships,  whose  original  survey  may  be  necessary  in  order 
properly  to  connect  and  represent  the  lines  of  the  claim  of  C.  J.  B. 
Florian,  required  by  your  letter  to  this  oflSce  of  24ih  June  last  to  be 
surveyed  as  early  as  practicable.  And  of  the  other  townships  therein 
specified,  the  reprotractions  of  which  show  the  former  surveys  to  be 
erroneous,  and,  in  many  instances,  not  to  comport  with  the  confirma- 
tions. 

It  is  proper  here  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  surveys 
within  the  De  Bastrop  grant,  included  in  this  statement,  which,  for  the 
reasons  assigned  in  my  predecessor's  letter  of  July  12,  1851,  and 
duly  approved  by  your  office,  have  been  suspended  until  Congress 
should  act  upon  the  claims  reported  by  the  register  and  receiver  at 
Monroe,  under  act  of  3d  March,  1851.  The  urgency  of  these  surveys 
was  fully  set  forth  by  reports  from  this  office  of  the  11th  and  12th  of 
September  last,  and  in  the  petitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
and  the  letter  of  the  register  therein  enclosed.  And  I  now  respectfully 
suggest  that  the  department  earnestly  recommend  to  Congress  action, 
early  in  the  next  session,  upon  the  report  of  the  aforesaid  claims,  which 
was  submitted  by  you  to  the  Senate  on  the  6th  of  December  last. 
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E. — ^This  is  an  estimate  of  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1855,  and  will  be  founa.to  be  a  partial  summary  of 
documents  B,  C,  and  D. 

It  is  expected  that  the  townships  now  under  contract  to  Mr.  Hunter, 
and  the  survey  of  a  portion  of  township  7  N.,  range  10  W.,  recom- 
mended by  letter  of  28th  February,  1852,  will  complete  the  north- 
western  district,  except,  perhaps,  in  instances  where  claims  not  yet 
surveyed,  requiring  special  orders,  may  be  located  by  the  surveyor 
appointed  for  this  purpose. 

It  will  also  be  noticed  that  further  field  work  is  not  contemplated  to 
be  made  in  the  Greensburg  district,  excepting  in  townships  now  under 
contract,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  perfect  the  resurveys  in  this  district ; 
unless  it  may  hereafter  appear  that  those  made  by  Seth  Kline,  from 
1838  to  1843,  in  township  2  S.,  range  1  W.,  approved  in  January, 
1849,  require  correction  or  re-running,  in  order  to  have  them  properly 
marked  upon  the  ground,  and  that  the  conflictions  therein  may  be 
finally  settled  and  dismissed  from  the  township  maps.  The  recent 
resurvey  of  township  1  S.,  range  1  W.,  fully  proved  the  inaccuracy 
and  insufficiency  of  Mr.  Kline's  work;  and  it  is  greatly  feared  that  the 
necessity  of  a  resurvey  of  township  2  S.,  range  1  W.,may  be  hereafter 
developed.  Upon  comparison  of  his  lines  in  this  township  with  the 
adjoining  approved  surveys,  it  wall  be  perceived  how  ill  they  close 
therewith.  • 

The  sums  asked  in  this  statement  for  the  payment  of  draughtsmen 
and  clerks,  are  deemed  indispensably  necessary  to  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  miscellaneous  and  heavy  duties  devolving  upon  this  office. 
As  an  instance  of  the  labor  to  be  executed,  which  might  be  erroneously 
supposed  to  cease  with  the  performance  of  the  field  labor,  it  may  be 
here  stated,  that  in  the  Greensburg  district  alone,  where  there  have 
been  1,878  claims  surveyed,  there  have  been  transmitted  to  the  register 
plats  upon  which  to  issue  patent  certificates  for  324  claims  only,  leaving 
1,554  plats  and  descriptive  notes  which  are  yet  to  be  prepared  in 
triplicate ;  involving  a  mass  of  work  which,  with  the  transcription  for 
your  office  of  field-notes  in  this  and  all  the  other  districts,  (a  duty 
which  it  has  not  heretofore  been  possible  to  perform,)  will  fully  occupy 
all  the  time  that  is  not  devoted  to  the  more  pressing  current  work. 

The  amount  ibr  the  payment  of  the  salary  and  expenses  of  the  sur- 
veyor of  private  claims  is  again  estimated  for  appropriation.  The 
importance  of  this  officer  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  amount  of  in- 
door and  field  work  performed  by  him  during  the  short  time  of  his 
employment,  and  in  fixture  his  services  will  be  in  greater  requisition, 
as  the  surveys  hereafter  to  be  made  will  be,  in  a  large  part,  of  isolated 
claims,  or  of  small  portions  of  detached  and  remote  townships,  for 
which  a  deputy  surveyor  would  not  be  justified  in  contracting. 
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F,  is  a  list  of  swamp  lands  listed  by  this  office  since  the  20th  of  October 
last,  copies  of  which  have  been  sent  to  the  general  and  local  land 
offices. 

Southeastern  District ^  toest  of  Mississippi. 

Acres.  Acres. 

Lists  of  surveyed  swamp  lands 12,383.64 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  area  of  section 
100,  township  17  S.,  range  17  E.,  now 
covered  by  the  claim  of  Duma. 27.00 

Total 12,366.64 

Unsurveyed  lands,  estimated  at 26,600.00 

Total 37,966.64 

Southeastern  District^  east  of  Misssissippi. 

Surveyed  lands  in  township  13  S.,  range  13  E.'    766.81 

Making  a  net  total  to  be  added  to  that  of  last 
year,  of. 38,722.36 

Southwestern  District, 

Surveyed  lands .169,401.13 

From  which  deduct  section  6,  township  18  S., 

range  9  E.,  selected  last  year 16.16 

Total 169,384.97 

Unsurveyed  lands,  estimated  at 47,407.67 

Net  total  in  the  district. 206,792.64 

Northwestern  District. 
Surveyed  swamp  lands 41,678.93 

District  north  oj  Red  river. 

Surveyed  lands 262,739.90 

From  which  deduct  section  24,  township  8 
N.,  range  10  E.,  and  all  in  list  of  township 
14  N.,  range  4  E.,  approved  March  28, 1861,  11,628.06 

Net  surveyed  lands 241,211.84 

Unsurveyed  lands,  estimated  at 1,472.87 

Net  total  in  the  district 242,684.71 
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Greensburg  DislricL 

Surveyed  lands 48,744.58 

Unsurveyed  lands,  estitnated  at.^ 13,128.74 

Total 61,873.32 

From  which  should  be  deducted  area  of  section 
30,  township  2  S.,  range  3  W.,  in  list  ap- 
proved June  26,  1852;  areas  estimated  for 
sections  23,  25,  26,  27,  35,  and  36,  in  town- 
ship 6  S.,  range  14  E.;  sections  30,  31,  and 
82,  township  6  S.,  range  15  E.,  in  lists  ap- 
proved May  16,  1851,  covered  in  part  by 
claims 4,266.96 

Leaving  a  net  total  in  the  district,  of 57,606.36 

Making  the  net  selections  of  this  year 587,479.89 

Which  added  to  those  made  up  to  date  of  last  annual  re- 
port  9,151,867.86 

Would  show  the  entire  quantity  of  swamp  lands  listed  to 
the  State  under  acts  of  2d  March,  1849,  and  28th  Sep- 
tember, 1 850,  to  be 9,739,347.75 

Subject  to  be  decreased  at  your  department  by  such  portions  as  may 
have  been  sold,  or  rightfully  claimed  by  individuals. 

In  this  connexion,  I  would  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the 
large  number  of  townships  markecl  M  in  tne  accompanying  diagram  of 
the  State,  lettered  I.  These  townships  have  remained  unsurveyed,  as 
they  have  been  believed  to  be  impassable  swamp,  or  marsh,  unfit  for 
cultivation ;  and  I  now  suggest  the  propriety  of  requesting  the  State 
authorities  to  make  provision  for  their  field  examination,  to  the  end 
that,  if  they  contain  only  such  lands  as  would  inure  to  the  State,  they 
may  be  listed  and  patented  to  her ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  in  any  in- 
stance, they  include  high  lands,  these  may  be  surveyed  by  the  United 
States,  and  made  available,  provided  their  quantity  and  quality  would 
justify  the  expense  of  the  surveys. 

This  service  should  be  performed,  under  the  instructions  of  this 
office,  by  any  duly  commissioned  deputy  surveyor  whom  the  State 
should  pay,  and  the  governor  designate. 

G. — This  list  represents  the  documents  transmitted  to  the  several 
land  offices  since  the  20th  of  October  last. 

To  the  General  Land  Office. 

Township  maps 36 

Diagrams  of  surveys 27 

12 
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Plats  of  private  claims 4 

Accounts  for  surveys 40 

Contingent  expenses  and  salary  accounts 75 

Letters  and  reports , 170 

Lists  of  swamp  lands  in  132  townships 132 

Total 484 

To  the  Register  of  the  NorthweHem  District. 

Township  maps 6 

Diagrams  representing  surveys 2 

Letters 16 

Lists  of  swamp  lands  in  14  townships 14 

Total 37 

To  the  Register  of  the  District  north  of  Red  river. 

Township  maps ^ 6 

Diagrams  of  surveys 4 

Letters 21 

Lists  of  swamp  lands  in  50  townships 50 

Total 81 

To  the  Register  of  the  Southxcestem  District. 

Township  maps 5 

Diagrams 11 

Letters 40 

Lists  of  swamp  lands  in  40  townships 40 

Total 96 

To  the  Register  of  the  Southeastern  District. 

Township  maps 5 

D  iagrams 2 

Letters - , 29 

Lists  of  swamp  lands  in  13  townships 13 

Total 49 

To  the  Roister  of  the  Greensburg  District. 

• 

Township  maps 20 

Diagrams 9 

Duplicate  plats  of  claims 18 

Letters  .- 66 

Lists  of  swamp  lands  in  15  townships ^ 15 

Total 
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In  addition  to  which  there  have  been  written  to  deputy  sur- 
veyors, letters  to  the  number  of. 167 

And  to  individuals 232 

Making  a  total  of  documents  sent  from  this  office,  of. 1,274 

From  an  inspection  of  this  statement,  it  wiU  be  perceived  that  the 
number  of  maps,  diagrams,  and  plats,  is  still  fewer  than  those  of  the 
last  year;  which  is  mainhr  ascribable  to  the  necessarily  increased  labor 
in  the  field  and  in  the  office,  upon  the  complicated  surveys  returned  to 
it.  This  greater  labor  must  still  be  enlarged,  and  the  number  of  docu- 
ments transmitted  be  diminished ;  for  it  is  ever  the  interest  of  contractors 
to  seek  the  simpler  townships,  leaving  the  more  difficult  to  be  surveyed 
by  those  who  may  follow  them;  and  contracts  have  not  been4et  for 
more  townships  than  it  was  believed  could  be  examined,  approved, 
and  paid  for,  during  the  year;  for  it  has  been  the  desire  of  this  officOf 
as  it  is  eminently  to  its  credit  and  efficiency,  to  act  promptly  upon  the 
returns  of  surveyors.  Furthermore,  the  decrease  shown  by  this  state- 
ment may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  part  of  the  office  iorce  has  been 
employed  in  reprotracting  and  testing  old  work  in  townships  beUeved 
to  require  additional  or  corrective  surveys,  and  will  be  so  occupied  to 
a  still  greater  extent,  during  this  year,  as  was  contemplated  by  the  last 
annual  report ;  wherein,  on  this  account,  no  estimate  was  made  for 
new  surveys  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June  next. 

This  statement  has  been  prepared  in  resemblance  to  document  G,  of 
the  last  annual  report;  and,  with  list  F,  is  intended  to  illustrate  the 
labor  of  this  office  since  the  20th  of  October,  1852.  That  it  has  been 
extensive,  complicated,  and  responsible,  the  department  can  well 
judge.  The  merit  of  its  conduct  is  due  to  my  predecessor,  for  my  own 
term  has  (in  its  existence  of  less  than  a  third  of  the  time  herein  re- 
ported) given  me  greater  knowledge  of  his  ability  and  fidelity,  which 
bad,  during  my  long  intercourse  with  him  as  his  subordinate,  already 
won  my  admiration  and  emulation.  Upon  succeeding  him,  on  the  1st 
of  July  last,  I  found  he  had  well  worked  the  current  business  to  date; 
little  was  deferred  for  my  action  that  could  have  received  his ;  and  it 
gave  me  pleasure  to  perceive  the  high  appreciation  of  his  intelligent 
and  inde&tigable  performance  of  duty  expressed  in  your  letter  to  him 
of  the  15th  of  August  last,  copy  of  which  was  filed  here,  to  show  the 
final  adjustment  oi  his  accouats  as  surveyor  general. 

During  the  last  two  months  the  usually  large  business  of  this  office 
with  individuals  has  partaken  of  the  general  suspension  of  transactions 
in  every  department  of  life,  caused  by  the  pesdlence  still  existing  in 
Louisiana. 

H,  is  a  list  of  the  deputy  surveyors  commissioned  since  the  Ist  of 
July,  1863,  lor  the  term  of  my  own  tenure  of  office. 

I. — ^Diagram  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  exhibiting  the  condition  and 
extent  of  tne  survevs  in  Louisiana.  It  represents  townships  that  have 
been  surveyed  and  considered  complete,  as  far  as  necessary  or  practi- 
cable; those  now  under  contracts;  those  proposed  for  survey ;  those 
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which,  although  surveyed^  require  additional  or  corrective  surveys ; 
those  in  which  swamp  lands  have  been  selected,  under  acts  of  March. 
2d,  1849,  and  September  28th,  1850;  those  in  which  there  are  no 
swamp  lands,  or  none  mentioned  in  the  field-notes  of  the  surveys 
thereof,  now  on  file;  and,  finally,  those  believed  to  be  impassable 
marsh,  unfit  for  cultivation.        ^ 

To  your  letter  of  30th  July  last,  requiring  me  to  state,  in  this  report, 
if  practicable,  the  time  when  the  surveys  of  public  lands  and  private 
claims  will  be  in  such  condition  as  to  admit  of  the  delivery  of  the 
archives  of  this  office  to  the  authorities  of  the  State,  under  act  of  12th 
June,  1840, 1  regret  to  reply,  that  a  reUable  estimate  of  such  time 
cannot  be  formed,  considering  the  extent  of  the  surveys  now  proposed, 
those  which  may  be  recommended  the  pext  year,  and  the  large  number 
of  private  claims  yet  to  be  located,  and  with  the  addition  these  will 
make  to  the  very  large  amount  of  office  work  which  will  be  necessary 
to  the  final  completion  and  representation  of  eJI  the  surveys,  I  can 
only  renew  the  assurance,  already  given  to  the  department,  that  I,  and 
those  with  me,  will  endeavor,  with  steady  industry,  and  to  the  utmost 
of  our  ability,  to  do  all  we  can  to  accomplish  this  important  object. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J.  McCULLOH, 
Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana* 

Hon.  John  Wilson, 

Com.  General  Land  Office^  Washington  City. 
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A. — TahuUiT  statement  of  surveying  contracts  in  Louisiana  on  the  1st  Oc 

tober^  1862,  the  date  of 


Date. 


Name  of  contractor. 


•Oct.  28, 1842 


'Dec.   1,1846 


Jan.   28, 1848 


liar.  11,1848 


Hay    30,1848 
•Dec.   7,1850 


Jan.    17,1851 
Jan.    21,1851 


•Feb.  12, 1851 
Feb.  15,1851 
•Mar.  14, 1851 

Mar.  31,1851 
Sept.  11, 1851 

Not.    19,1851 


•Not.  22, 1851 


Andrew  Crawford 


J.  C.  Taylor. 


Alberto.  Phelps.. 


A.  L.  FieldB. 


Oeo.  S.  Walmflley. 


W.W.  Farmer. 


James  H.  Whitten. 
Albert  O.Phelps.. 


SamnelPerin 

J.  J.  Knowlton  ... 
Saml.  C.  Hepbom. 


A.  D.Miner 

W.  W.  Fanner... 


C.  J.  Cabell 


Silas  Taylor 


District. 


Sontheastem ... 


Expiration  of 
contract. 


June  1,1843 


Oreensbnrg..... 


SW.,  NW.,  and 
district  N.  Bed 
river. 

Southwestern ... 


Northwestern ... 


N.  of  Bed  river.. 


Oreensbnrg 

SW.  and  N.  of 
Bed  river. 


Sontheastem 
Oreensbnrg.. 

■  ••••.  Qv  .  *  •  .  a 


Sonthwestem . . 
N.  of  Bed  river. 

do 


do. 


Dec.   1,1847 


Jnly    1,1848 


Deo.   1,1848 


Jan.    1,1849 
Deo.   1,1851 


Aug.    1,1851 
Jan.    1,1852 


Feb.   1,1852 
do 


Mar.  1,1852 

Sept.  1,1851 
April  1, 1852 

July    1,1852 


do. 


Time  extended 
to— 


2 


a  9 


» 


Jan.  1, 1851  \ 


June  1,1853 


Mar.   1,1853 


Jan.  1,1854| 


{ 


190 


150 


485 


50 
275 

240 


110 
305 


190 
245 
460 

60 
2381 

180 


180 
168 


*  Additional  bond*  to  be  given  fi>r  tbeie  contrteti. 
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totier,  1863,  attd  mcluSing  thote  completed  or  annulled  tinee  the  30th  Oc- 
the  latt  annual  report. 


♦6,400  00 

UakDown... 

7,766  00 

M,  403  68 

2,400  00 

3,053  99 

7,760  00 

6,385  89 

[4,800  00 

3,677  98 

5,120  00 

1,760  00 
4,880  00 

2W"U 

3,040  00 
3,980  00 
6,880  00 

960  00 
3,819  00 

""i,"930"B4" 

4Sseo 

2,063  6S 

^6,000  00 
1^460  00 

1,664  47 

E^eld-notai  retnnied,  but  require  eoirectioTi ; 
•urvejor  nek.  l9ee  voucher  No.  5,  lit  quarter 
1844,  unoimtiiig  to  $3,498  85,  for  mrre;  of 
towDihip  6  aouth,  ntngei  9, 10,  and  11  eait,  be- 
ing sll  the  oontroct. 

Townthipt  T  uid  8  aouth,  range  1  west;  town- 
ibip  7  Boatb,  range  3  ewti  towusbip  8  aoatb, 
rangei  8  and  9  eut:  Cowoihip  9  Mnth,  ran^ 
8  and  9  east,  not  yet  returned. 

Surref  or  dead.  Townihip  5  north,  B.  3  west,  ex- 
amined and  Ita  (wrrectneia  certified  to  by  A.  S. 
Phelpg,  under  ingtructiona  dated  Jul;  20, 1652, 
and  bond  for  $4,240.    Contract  completed. 

Addittonal  bond  given  January  SS,  1653,  io  the 
mm  of  $7,718,  for  rarvey  of  tovnihip  8  aouth, 
rangei  2  and  4  east.    Contract  coiDpleted. 

Contract  completed.  Additional  bondi  given 
March  38,  1853— one  of  $576  36,  for  tonnihip 
10  north,  range  8  west,  and  one  of  $689  70,  for 
towDshtp  10  north,  range  9  west- 
Contract  originally  included  3  townships,  bnt 
township  S  north,  range  5  east,  was  relinquished 
bj  consent.  Suneys  suspended  to  allow  sor- 
vejor  to  complete  his  Maison  Rouge  contract 
of  September  11,  1851.  Towmhip  18  north, 
range  4  eait,  was  returned  to  the  office  pre- 
vioui  to  the  date  of  last  annoal  report,  but  the 
notea  have  been  sent  back  to  contractor  for 
further  sorvejl. 

Contract  cancelled  July  8,  1853. 

Surveyor  dead.  Townibip  2  south,  range  3  etwt, 
released;  township  1  north,  range  8  east,  ap- 
proved and  paid  for ;  townihipB  5  and  6  south, 
range  1  eait,  examined  and  returned  by  A.  8. 
Phelpa,  under  initmctiont  of  July  20,  1853, 
and  bond  for  $4,240. 

Partial  returns  made  which  require  correction. 

Contmct  completed. 

Townibip  4  south,  range  1  eaat,  and  range  1 
west,  returned;  not  fidi;  examined. 

Contract  completed. 

Contract  oompleled. 

Township  boundaries;  bterior  Ibesof  3  town- 
ahips.  High  water  has  prevented  tbe  exectt- 
tion  of  this  oonCraot.    Partial  returns  made. 

Township  bonndariea;  Interior  lines  of  3  town- 
■hips;  nearly  all  the  bonndariea  returned. 
Interior  lioei  of  townships  20  and  31  north, 
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Date. 


Jan.    28,1852 
Hay      5, 1852 


*June20,1852 


Aug.  12,1852 

Nov.  8, 1852 

Nov.  8,  1^52 

Nov.  9, 1852 

Nov.  11,1852 

Nov.  11,1852 


Nov.  9, 1852 

Nov.  19,1852 

Dec.  4, 18C2 

Dec.  29,1852 

Jan.  6, 1853 

Jan.  29,1853 

Mar.  1, 1853 

Mar.  4, 1853 

Mar.  3, 1853 

Mar.  29,1853 


Name  of  contractor. 


C.J.Cabell.... 
John  Campbell.. 


A.  S.  Phelps. 


Thomas  Hunter. . . 
Noah  H.  Phelps... 
Joseph  Gorlinski.. 
A.  B.  Clack 

Wm.  J.  McCulloh. 
do 


Henry  Curtis .... 
Robert  Boyd  .... 
R.  C.  Brent 


Theodore  Qillespie. 

A.  J.  Powell....... 

C.  J.  CabeU 


A.  B.  Clack.... 

Thomas  Mullett. 


Wm.  Sevey 

Thomas  Hunter. . . 


District. 


Greensbui^.... 
Southwestern... 


SW.  and  N.  of 
Red  river. 


Northwestern... 
N.  of  Red  river.. 

Greensburg 

N.  of  Red  river. . 

Greensburg 

Southwestern.... 


N.  of  Red  river. 
do 


Greensburg  .... 
, do 


Southeastern  . 
Southwestern.. 


N.  of  Red  river. 
Southeastern  .. 


do 

Northwestern. 


Expiration  of 
contract. 


Jan. 
Oct. 


1,1853 
1,1852 


Jane  1,1853 


do 

July  1,1853 
Dec.  31, 1853 
July    1,  ia53 

Jan.  1,1854 
do 


July    1,1853 
do 


Dec.  31, 1853 
Nov.  30, 1853 

May    1  1854 
do 


Mar.    1,1854 
June   1,1854 


do. 
do. 


u 
a» 


Tune  extended 
to— 


a  «g 

11 


» 


January  1, 1854 


)  M  •  •  U  V  ••*•«■< 


do. 

do. 


i 


481 
446 


275 


270 
176 
318 
185 

250 
500 


180 

200 

223 

260 

150 
595 
770 

136 
125 

420 

300 


*  Additional  bonds  to  be  given  for  these  contracts. 
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Continued. 


I 
& 

I 


Amount  of 
bondi. 


P    $8,694  00 
8      4,364  48 


8   4,240  00 


7 

8 
8 
7 

8 
8 


7 

7 

8 

8 

7 
8 
8 

7 
8 


8 


3,780  00 
2,816  00 
5, 570  00 
2,590  00 

4,000  00 
8,000  00 


2,520  00 
2,800  00 
3,668  00 
4,160  00 

1 10,260  00 
12,320  00 

1,904  00 
2,000  00 

6,720  00 

4,800  00 


ill 
^o8 


$4,327  34 
2, 181  23 


1,851  65 


1,798  55 


1, 104  39 
962  53 


485  39 


4 
2 
5 
4 

2 
3 


3 
3 
3 
3 

10 
5 

2 
2 

6 

7 


2 
4 
4 


3 
3 

2 


10 


2 
2 

4 

7 


Bemarki. 


Contract  completed. 

Instructions  to  complete  the  cancelled  contract 
of  Walsh  &,  Campbell,  township  10  soath, 
range  3  east ;  township  11  south,  ranges  3  and 
4  east,  approved  and  paid  for;  township  10 
south,  range  4  east,  returned,  not  finally  exam* 
ined.  Bond  given  for  each  township  -as  the 
account  therefor  is  sent  up  for  settlement. 

To  examine,  complete,  and  certify  the  correct- 
ness of  late  A.  G.  Phelps^s  unfinished  contracts 
of  January  28,  1648,  and  January  21,  1851. 
Township  5  north,  range  3  west,  approved  and 
paid  for  to  the  estate  of  A.  G.  Phelps.  Town- 
Blr  5  and  6  south,  range  1  east,  certified  and 
returned,  but  not  finally  examined. 

Contract  completed. 

Township  7  north,  range  4  east,  returned. 

All  returned. 

No  returns;  suryey  suspended  on  account  of 
high  water. 

Completed. 

Township  6  south,  range  4  east,  returned,  noC 
finally  examined ;  further  surveys  arrested  by 
appointment  of  contractor  to  be  surveyor  geiK 
oral. 

No  returns;  surveys  suspended  on  aocoont  of 
high  water. 

No  returns;  surveys  suspended  on  account  of 
high  water. 

Township  6  south,  range  1  east,  approved  and 
paid  for;  remaining  townships  not  returned. 

Township  5  south,  range  1  east,  approved  and 
paid  for ;  remaining  townships  not  returned. 

Township  13  south,  range  16  east,  returned,  bol 
requires  correction. 

Township  9  south,  range  6  east,  returned,  nol 
finally  examined. 

All  returned. 

No  returns  made;  raireys  retarded  by  high 
water. 

Townships  13  and  14  south,  range  25  east,  xe* 
turned,  approved  and  paid  for. 

No  returns. 
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OBDEBS 


Date.         Name  of  contractor. 


Mar.  19,1862 


Mar.  30,1853 


Aug.  5, 1853 


Aug.  5, 1853 


Mar.  29,1853 
May  28,1852 
May    28,1852 


Not.  29,1851 
No7.  24,1851 
No7.   29,1851 


Jane  14,1852 


Jan.    31,1853 


Thomas  Hunter., 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Silas  Taylor 
do-... 


do. 


N.  H.  Phelps.. 

do 

do 


John  Boyd 


do. 


Distaict. 


NoTthwestom. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Bootheastom 
do 


do. 


N.  of  Bed  river.. 

do 

do 


do. 


do. 


Expiration  of 
contract. 


Not.   6,1853 


Oct    5,1853 


May  29, 1853 
July  28, 1852 
do 


Feb.  29, 1852 
Jan.  24, 1852 
Feb.  29, 1852 


Time  extended 


B 
P 


Sept.  15, 1853 


do. 


BORTKTOR  GKHKIUL'a  OwFlOlt, 

DonaidioimUe,  La,,  October  1, 1853. 


30 


15 

20 
20 


15 

11 


11 


Continued. 
OP  BDBTET. 
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83  55 


01  AntoDKi  Hon, 
n.  &.  u..,  1H4U,  So.  154,  towndiip  9  Dortli, 
range  9  west.    Not  yet  retanied. 
Clum  of  Au  Hickmao,  B.  &.  B.,  1840.  No.  151, 

towiuMp  8  nortli,  range  8  weU.    Kot  jret  re- 

Clunu  of  Le  Clair,  Eiminw,  Hendei,  tuA 
Blaoghter,  Sutton'i  report,  Noi.  2,  4,  16,  and 
17,  in  townahipi  7  and  B  uortli,  range  E  veat. 
Not  yet  retained. 

CliOm  of  Frederio  Willlanu,  B.  &.  B.,  1837,  No. 

36,  luppoied  to  be  in  Cowiuhip  7  north,  range 
4  wait.    Not  jet  retamed. 

Cl^m  of  Lonii  Dnma,  reguten,  1B16,  No.  f/6. 
In  townihlp  17  aont^,  rangei  17  and  16  eul> 
ApproTed  and  paid  for. 

Claim  of  William  WHwin,  regiiten,  1816,  No. 

37,  in  towDiliip  t?  lonth,  range  17  eait.  Ap- 
proved and  pud  for. 

Clum  of  Bobert  Uartin,  regiiten,  1316,  No.  34, 
in  towDihip  ]7  Mutli,  rangea  16  and  17  eaat, 


Claim  of  Pedro  Pou,  SaCton'i  report,  No.  49,  In 
townaliip  10  loath,  langea  7  and  8  eait.  Ap- 
proved and  paid  for. 

CUm  of  Antonio  Courrel,  Sutton's  report,  No. 
2S,  in  townihipi  10  and  II  north,  rongei  7  and 
6  eaiC.  Approved  and  paid  ibr;  tlie  part  oak 
pud  at  date  of  late  report. 

Claim  of  Santiago  Del  Eio,  Satton'i  report,  No. 
29,  in  townaliip  10  north,  rangei  7  tod  6  eaM, 
Approved  and  paid  for. 

Claim  of  Jouatban  Tbompaon,  R.  ft  R.,  1816, 
No,  133,  townibip  8  noiili,  range  0  es«t.  ^- 
proved  and  paid  for. 

&iim  at  Cony  and  Qariand.    Approved. 
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ElttinuUe  of  funds  to  be  aippro/priatedfor  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jvne  30, 1855, 
tiz:  for  surveys  in  Louisiana;  for  the  compcfisation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ralf  and  the  clerks  in  his  office  ;  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  sur- 
veyor generaiCs  office* 


Freaent  liabilities  for  nnpaid  aurveyB  under  contract 
and  instructions — 
Southwestern  district  .....•.•.••....••.•... 

$13, 440  00 

2,760  00 

15,079  00 

13, 622  00 

12,864  38 

$57,765  38 
40,290  00 

Northwestern  district  ....  .................. 

Southeastern  district. ..-- ...... ...... ...... 

North  of  Red  River  district 

QreensburiF  district ............ 

Ploposed  surveys  of  this  and  former  years^ 

Southwestern  district 

7,976  00 

240  00 

13,890  00 

18, 184  00 

Northwestern  district 

North  of  Red  River  district 

Southeastein  district..... •••••.  ............ 

Tot^l  liabiliUes.  actual  and  nroiTOffml  ....... 

98,055  38 
79,987  37 

ADnronriationi  on  hand ....... ........^*-r 

Amount  to  be  annronriated  fi)r  sunreYS. ... . 

$18,068  01 

For  Balarie»— 

Compensation  of  surveyor  ireneral ........... 

2,000  00 
4,400  00 

4,400  00 
2,400  00 

13,200  00 
3,000  00 

Four  clerks,  for  current  business  of  the  office. 
Four  clerks,  to  be  employed  in  examining  and 
protracting  surveyors'  returns ............. 

Two  draughtsmen,  preparing  maps,  &jc 

Salary  and  expenses  of  surveyor  of  private  claims 

16,200  00 

For  contingent  expenses- 
Rent  of  rooms  for  suryevor  seneral's  office.... 

400  00 
1,200  00 

For  stationery,  furniture,  postage,  bookbinding, 
freight,  documents  from  registers,  fuel,  ser- 
vant hire,  d:^....  •.......•••..,.... ...... 

1,000  00 

, 

Total  amount  of  appropriations  required  for 
the  year  endinc  June  30. 1855,. ••...•.•. 

35,868  01 

BmiTKTOK  Gehsral's  Omoi, 

IkmaidnmoilUy  L«.,  Ocfolsr  1,  1853L 


WM.  J.  McCULLOH, 
5timypr  GsmtsI  of  Lamti 
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Statement  of  swamp  lands  accruing  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  tinder  the  pro* 
visions  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  September  28,  1850,  excepting 
sfuch  portions  thereof  as  are  rightfully  claimed  o?  oumed  by  individuals^ 
listed  sitice  October  20,  1852,  by  the  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana,  in 
accordance  wtth  instructions  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  La/nd 
Office,  dated  November  21,  1850. 


Souihiastem  district,  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  La. 


Township. 

Bange. 

Land  surveyed. 

Estimated  on- 
surveyed. 

Total. 

68 

7E 

Acres. 

396.15 

498. 22 

1, 242. 48 

405.06 

12.88 

125.72 

217.60 

323.41 

4, 003. 01 

3, 157. 21 

2,001.80 

Acres, 

Acres. 
396  15 

78 

9E 

498  29 

78 

HE 

1>242.48 
405.06 

98 

12  E 

10  8 

13  E 

12  88 

118 

12  E 

125.72 

13  8 

25  E 

217.60 

14  8 

25  E 

323.41 

16  8 

12  E 

4, 003. 01 

6. 717. 21 

2, 001. 80 

23, 040. 00 

16  8 

13  E 

2,560.00 

17  8 

17  E 

18  8 

16  E 

23, 040. 00 

12, 383. 54 

25,600.00 

37,983.54 

Southeastern  district,  east  of  the  Mississippi  river. 


15  8. 


13  E. 


765.81 


765. 81 


Southwestern  district. 


3  8. 

4  8. 
9  8. 

10  8. 
10  8. 
10  8. 
10  8. 
10  8. 
118. 
118. 
118. 

12  8. 

13  8. 
198. 
13  8, 
13  8. 

13  8. 

14  8. 
14  8. 
14  8. 


4E.. 

4E.. 

9E.. 

3E.. 

8E.. 

9E.. 
10  E.. 
HE.. 

3E.. 

8E.. 
10  E.. 

8E.. 

7E., 

8E.. 

9E.. 
10  E.. 
10  E. 

7E. 

9E. 
lOE., 


805.56 
6, 927. 00 
2, 107. 70 
1,812.23 

18, 264. 42 
2,111.62 

10, 466. 78 
7, 375. 92 
2, 240. 10 
8, 182. 27 
2. 387. 45 
6,521.09 
554.00 
2,211.31 
3, 880. 05 
696. 69 
1,086.34 

10, 577. 40 
3, 622. 72 
1, 876. 77 


9, 163. 25 
1,498.00 


805.56 
5,927.00 
2, 107. 76 
1, 812. 23 

18, 264. 42 
2,111.62 

10, 466. 78 
7, 375. 92 
2,240.10 
8,182.27 
2,387.45 
6,521.09 
554.00 
2,211.31 
3,880.05 
696.69 
1,086.34 

19, 740. 65 
5, 120. 72 
1,876.77 
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F — Continued. 


SratAiMfteni  di$trict — Continaed. 


TowTMbip. 

Bange. 

Land  Burreyed. 

Estimated  un- 
mureyed. 

Total. 

• 
15  S 

9E 

Acres, 

1,130.81 

5,528.24 

272.83 

1,408.^ 

7,232.29 

4,236.72 

16.16 

323.97 

1,900.98 

2,701.60 

3, 210. 46 

4, 493. 69 

12, 638. 94 

9,837.28 

8, 925. 12 

1, 547. 48 

614.56 

479.92 

160.95 

33.49 

Aeret. 
20,077.00 

Acrts, 
21,207.81 

15  S 

10  E 

5,528.24 

15  S 

HE 

272.83 

15  S 

12  E 

1,408.22 

16  S 

HE 

12, 160. 00 
4,509.32 

19,392.29 

17  8 

9E 

8,746.04 

18  8 

9E 

16.16 

12  8 

9W 

32a  97 

14  8 

9W 

1,900.98 

15  8 

9W 

2,701.^0 

15  8 

low 

3,2ia46 

15  8 

12W 

4, 49a  69 

IN 

2E 

12, 63&  94 

'IN 

3E 

9,837.28 

2N 

8E 

8, 925. 12 

3N 

1  E 

J.  547. 48 

8N 

4E 

614.56 

3N 

1  W 

479.92 

3N 

2W 

160.95 

6N 

3W 

33.49 

\ 

159, 401. 13 

47,407  57 

206,808.70 

District  north  of  Red  river. 


2N 
2N 
3N 
3N 
3N 
4N 
4N 
5N 
6N 
8N 
8N. 
9N. 
9N 
UN 
ISN 

13  N 

14  N 
14  N. 

14  N 
16  N 

15  N. 

15  N. 

16  N. 
16  N. 
16  N. 

7N. 


7E. 

8E. 

6E. 

7E. 

8£. 

8E. 

9E. 
10  £. 

9E. 

9E. 
10  E. 
10  E. 
HE. 
13  E. 

5E. 
13  E. 

4£. 

13  E. 

14  E. 

13  E. 

14  E. 

15  E. 
12  E. 

14  E. 

15  E. 
10  E. 


1,423.50 
8, 670. 91 
1,578.26 
5, 509. 50 
4,802.50 

338.10 
4, 462. 69 

728. 48 
4, 05L  25 

3. 617. 56 
5, 303. 79 
3,284.00 
1,479.98 

489.61 

22, 031. 10 

7, 622. 83 

10, 915. 91 

6. 415. 57 
3, 932. 37 

10. 95a  15 
2, 528. 78 
2, 93a  74 
3,356.26 
4,561.24 
1,79a  99 

11,881.62 


1,42a  50 

8, 670. 91 

1, 57a  26 

5, 509. 50 

4,802.50 

338.10 

4,462.69 

728.48 

4, 051. 25 

3, 617. 56 

5, 30a  79 

3,284.00 

1, 479. 98 

489.61 

22,031.10 
7,622.83 

10, 915. 91 
6,415.57 
3, 932. 37 

10, 95a  15 
2, 52a  78 
2, 933. 74 
3,356.26 
4, 561. 24 
1,79a  99 

11,881.62 
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F — Continued. 


DiBtriet  north  of  Red  river — Condsaed. 


Township. 

Bange. 

Land  Boireyed. 

Estimated  nn- 
surveyed. 

Total. 

17N 

HE 

AcreM. 
6,462.23 
644.00 
5,212.39 

12, 196.  JO 
6,112.97 
699.04 
9,650.85 
4, 280, 73 
1,277.75 
2,941.50 
1,955.28 

15, 768. 10 

5, 358. 63 

538.29 

13,118.55 
1.022.67 
2,999.14 
4, 462. 52 
7, 642. 57 

13, 550. 68 
2, 179. 22 

Aerts, 

Acres, 
•6, 462. 23 
644.00 

17N 

14  E 

18N 

10  E 

5,212.39 

18N 

HE 

12. 196. 10 

18N 

13  E 

6, 112. 97 

19N 

10  E 

699.04 

19N 

HE 

9,650.85 
4,260.73 

19N 

13  E 

19N 

14  E 

1,277.75 

aoN 

3E 

1,472.87 

4, 414. 37 

SON 

10  E 

1,955.28 

20N 

HE 

•15, 768. 10 

20N 

13  E 

5, 358. 63 

21N 

10  E 

538.29 

21N 

HE 

•13,118.55 

21N 

12  E 

•••• •••• •••••■ 

1,022.67 

21N 

13  E 

2,999.14 

22N 

H  E 

«•*••«•«  •••«•• 

4, 462. 52 

22N 

12  E 

7, 642. 57 

22N 

13  E 

13, 550. 68 

23N 

12  E 

2, 179. 22 

252, 739. 90 

1, 472. 87 

254,212.77 

Northwestern  district. 


4X 

5N 

6N 

7N 

ION 

ION 

ION 

20N 

22  N 

22N 

23N 

23N 


4W.. 
4W.. 
4W.. 

8W.. 
7W.. 
8W.. 
9W.. 
14  W.. 
7W.. 
9W.. 
9W.. 

low.. 


157. 76 

302.28 

77.55 

663.07 

909.94 

13, 584. 20 

14, 604. 63 

1,042.24 

439.76 

2, 687. 85 

1,939.79 

5,264.86 


41,673.93 


157. 76 
302.28 
•77.55 

•663.07 

•909.94 

13, 584. 20 

14, 604. 63 

1,042.24 

439.76 

2,687.85 

1,939.79 

5,264.86 


41, 673. 93 


Greensburg  district. 


4S.. 
5S.. 
58. 
6  8.. 


10  E.. 
10  E.. 
HE. 
10  E.. 


2, 156. 72 
2,130.02 
1,979.28 
1, 663. 58 


2, 156. 72 
2,130.02 
1, 979. 28 
1,663.58 


*  Two  Ustf. 
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F — Continued. 


Greauburg  di^riet — Continaed. 


Township. 

Range. 

Land  sarreyed. 

Estimated  un- 
Burveyed. 

TotaL 

68 

13  E 

Acres. 
4, 163. 30 

Acres. 

Acres. 
4.163.30 

68 

14  E 

2, 005. 90 

2,005.90 
29.48 

68 

15  E 

29.48 

758. 52 

7, 276. 50 

3, 257. 59 

10, 357. 07 

7,891.22 

316. 18 

6, 636. 84 

128.28 

78 

13  E 

75a  58 

78 

14  E 

2, 693. 96 

9, 970. 46 

3,257.59 

10, 357. 07 

7.891.23 

10  8 

14  E 

10  8 

15  E 

10  8 

16  E 

28 

4W 

1,041.48 
7, 387. 40 

1,357.66 

14, 024. 84 

12a  88 

38 

4W 

28 

3W 

48, 744. 58 

13, 128. 74 

61, 873. 38 

EECAPITULATION. 

Total  area  of  swamp  lands  selected  in  the  southeastern  district  west  of  Mis- 
sissippi river 

Total  area  of  swamp  lands  selected  in  the  southeastern  district  east  of  Missis- 
sippi river 

Total  area  of  swamp  lands  selected  in  the  southwestern  district 

Do do district  north  of  Red  river 

Do do northwestern  district 

Do do Greensburg  district 


Grand  total. 


37,963.54 

765.81 

206, 808. 70 

254,212.77 

41, 673. 93 

61,873.38 

603,3ia07 


But  the  net  total  to  be  added  to  selections  made  up  to  date  of  last  report,  is  only  587, 479. 89 
acres. 

WM.  J.  MoCULLOH, 
Surveyor  General  of  Louisina. 

SURVETOR  GeNRRAL's  OfFIOB, 

DonaldsonviUc,  La.,  October  1, 1853. 
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EECAPrrULATION. 


Documents. 


Kapa 

Diagrams 

Plata 

Swamp  lists,  (document  F) 


Total  number  of  docaments. 


General  Land 
Office. 


96 

27 

4 

132 


District  offices. 


42 

28 

20 

132 


' 


Total 


78 

55 

24 

264 


421 


SiTBTZTOR  GeITSRAl's  OfFIOX, 

9; La,,  OtUfber  1,  1853. 


WK.  J.  McCULLOH, 

Smuffor  GtnenUof  LawmniM. 
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208  H.  D 

EEPOET  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  OF  FLORIDA. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 

St.  Augustine  J  September  30,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  office  during  the  past  year,  and  have  endeavored,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  to  present  the  actual  condition  of  the  oflice  and 
surveys  una6r  my  charge,  as  they  now  exist,  and  a  concise  statement 
of  aUthe  operations  during  the  year  ending  to-day. 

It  was  my  intention  to  arrange  the  materials  in  my  possession  in  an 
intelligible  form,  and  the  want  of  time  only  has  prevented  me  from 
enumerating,  in  detail,  the  various  important  resources  of  Florida,  the 
causes  which  have  operated  in  retarding  her  growth,  and  the  rapid 
sale  of  the  public  domain,  as  well  as  the  future  prospects  of  improve- 
ment, and  suggesting  means  for  the  promotion  of  a  quicker  sale  of  the 
public  lands  under  existing  laws. 

A  brief  history  of  the  commencement  and  rapid  growth  of  the  lumber 
business  on  the  river  of  St.  John's,  its  vast  and  growing  importance,  the 
well-grounded  expectation  that  may  be  entertained  of  its  future  pro- 
gress, as  also  a  full  knowledge  of  the  valuable  timbered  lands  on  this 
river  to  its  sources,  its  tributaries,  and  the  rivers  Suwannee,  Hillsbor- 
ough, Withlacoochee,  and  others  of  equal  importance  and  value  in 
different  portions  of  the  State,  would  materially  aid  in  bringing  these 
heretofore  apparently  valueless  lands  into  immediate  notice  and  sale- 

The  survey,  bringing  into  market,  and  settlement  of  the  lands  south 
of  township  twenty-six,  and  latitude  twenty-seven  degrees,  and  the 
valuable  islands  of  the  Pahhayokee,  would  evidently,  in  a  very  short 
time,  produce  a  new  feature  in  the  profitable  agricultural  products  of 
the  State  for  exportation.  Actual  cultivation  has  proved,  conclusively, 
that  the  soil  and  climate  are  peculiarly  adapted,  and  that  most  of  the 
tropical  fruits  flourish  here  as  if  indigenous,  and  their  ext^sive  culti- 
vation possesses  every  incentive  which  an  enterprising  people  can  wish. 
The  plan  of  prosecuting  these  surveys,  and  the  peculiar  condition 
of  the  country  in  other  respects,  were  presented  in  a  special  report 
of  the  20th  June  last.  • 

With  the  means  provided  for  the  advancement  of  the  surveys  and 
office  work,  and  the  completion  of  the  records  with  energy  and  assi- 
duity, the  business  of  this  office  can  be  closed  in  two  years ;  and  all 
the  books,  maps,  field-notes,  records,  and  other  papers,  appertaining 
to  the  land  titles,  turned  over  to  the  State,  as  contemplated  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  June  13,  1840  ;  and  it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to 
be  mstrumental  in  advancing  the  public  service  by  accomplishing 
it  in  that  time.  It  is  evident  that  the  act  contemplates  not  only 
the  completion  of  the  surveys,  but  also  that  of  the  records,  before 
the  delivery  thereof  to  the  State.  Any  other  procedure  would  be  un- 
just and  injurious,  by  throwing  upon  Florida  a  mass  of  documents, 
which  could  not  remain  in  their  present  condition,  but  would  require  to  be 
transcribed,  arranged,  and  indexed,  and  put  in  proper  order  for  the 
binder,  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  Many  defects  want  to  be  sup- 
plied in  the  old  records  of  the  maps  and  field-notes,  few  of  which  have 
been  recorded  in  permanent  record-books,  and  none  bound.  The  plats 
should  be  arranged  so  as  to  consolidate  them  and  the  field-notes  of  the 
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townships  into  sets  of  volumes,  appertaining  to  the  several  counties  of 
the  State,  respectively.  It  would  be  well,  in  order  that  this  work  be 
performed  witn  the  necessary  supervisory  care  and  proper  accuracy, 
and  the  pubbc  interests  subserved  by  closing  the  business  of  the  office 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  completion  of  the  surveys,  that  it  be  com- 
menced at  once.  I  therefore  most  respectfully  recommend,  in  view  of 
this  unfinished  work  relating  to  the  surveys  and  records,  which  mate- 
rially affect  the  titles  to  land,  than  an  appropriation  of  four  thousand 
dollars  be  asked  for,  to  be  applied  towaras  this  work,  and  that  its  jus- 
tice and  necessity  be  urged  u[X)n  Congress. 

My  predecessor  reported.  February  23,  1S63,  "that  all  the  private 
claims  confirmed  by  the  United  States  through  the  agency  of  the 
courts  and  commissioners,  derived  under  grants  from  the  Spanish  i;ov- 
ernment,  remaining  unsurveyed  when  I  came  into  office,  have  been 
surveyed  and  located  by  me,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  whose 
location  cannot  be  ascertained.'* 

A  full  list  of  these  grants,  showing  the  number  of  the  claim,  date  of 
the  report  upon  it,  by  what  act  confirmed,  and  by  whom  surveyed, 
the  field-notes  and  plats  of  each  grant,  and  their  immediate  connexion 
lines  with  the  public  surveys,  to  harmonize  with  the  township  plats, 
and  all  the  data,  ot  every  nature,  relating  to  these  important  claims, 
from  all  sources,  should  be  forthwith  collected  and  systematically  re- 
corded and  consolidated  in  a  special  book,  in  order  to  insure  their  pre- 
servation for  after  use.  National  good  faith  requires,  justice  to  future 
generations  and  sound  policy  demand,  that  everv  means  should  be 
taken  to  scrupulously  preseiVe  all  evidence  of  the  intentions  of  our 
predecessors  in  sovereignty,  in  relation  to  these  titles  to  land  within 
our  bound  aiy,  as  a  means  to  continue  the  precise  locality,  nature,  ex- 
tent, and  surveyed  limits  of  these  acknowledged  claitns.  The  record 
should  be  a  complete,  condensed  history  of  each  title  fi'om  its  inception 
under  the  foreign  government,  to  its  location  and  final  survey  under  our 
own.  To  this  end,  1  would  respectfully  recommend  that  you  ask  an 
appropriation  by  Congress  of  $2,600. 

Soon  after  entering  upon  the  duties  appertaining  to  this  office,  I  took 
up  the  subject  of  the  "swamp  land"  donation  to  the  State.  It  was 
evident,  from  the  first  general  mvestigation,  that  it  would  require  much 
tinne  and  labor  to  systematize  it,  and  make  such  progress,  with  that 
diligence  and  expedition  which  seemed  necessary.  Nearly  all  the  plats 
made  previous  to  1838  are  ^^plain^^^  without  any,  or  with  little,  topog- 
raphy delineated  thereon;  which  practice  and  experience  since  have 
introduced  in  drawing  the  plats  of  surveys.  They  are,  in  many  par- 
ticulars, defective :  some  at  variance  with  the  field-notes,  roughly 
drawn;  and  many  of  them  much  disfigured  by  alterations  and  erasures, 
and  nearly  unintelligible  from  their  long  use ;  and,  as  the  field-notes 
have  to  be  examined  and  consulted  in  these  selections,  it  was  deemed 
the  most  economical,  the  plainest,  and  most  expeditious,  to  make  out 
full  "swamp  land"  plats  from  the  field-notes,  delineating  the  swamp 
and  other  topography  on  them.  The  work  was  commenced  at  town- 
ship 1,  range  1  south  and  east,  and  is  progressing  south  and  east,  in  regu- 
lar order.  Under  this  plan,  up  to  this  date,  169  township  plats  have 
been  made,  and  the  selections  colored  thereon,  and  in  this  manner  are 

14 
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rapidly  advancing.  Since  the  9th  day  of  June,  1,1^4,184  acres  have 
been  selected  by  this  mode,  lists  of  which  are  now  being  made  out, 
and  will  shortly  be  reported.  All  township  maps,  upon  which  selec- 
tions have  been  made  from  the  field-notes  on  file,  have  been  strictly 
and  personally  examined  by  myself,  in  order  that  I  might  be  satisfied 
that  the  quality  of  the  lands  was  such  as  was  required  to  inure  to  the 
State,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  28th  September,  1860,  and  your  in- 
structions. No  inconsiderable  credit  is  due  to  the  «*  swamp  land"  agent 
for  the  exertions  he  has  bestowed  upon  this  subject,  and  for  the  amount 
of  labor  done  by  him  since  he  commenced  operations. 

Enclosed  are  the  documents  mentioned  herein  in  triplicate.  It  is 
confidently  believed  that  they  will  show  an  amount  and  execution  of 
work  despatched  that  will  compare  favorably  with  any  office  for  the 
same  time.  They  show  that  the  force  of  the  office  has  been  extensively 
and  diligently  employed  in  protracting  maps,  calculating  areas,  copying 
documents,  making  records,  and  examination  of  and  comparing  survey- 
ors' returns :  added  to  this,  an  extensive  correspondence,  all  recorded, 
which  is  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  duties. 

A. — Diagram  of  the  State,  giving,  in  one  connected  view,  the  con- 
dition and  extent  of  the  surveys  of  the  State. 

B. — Statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  the 
State,  made  by  former  surveyor  genei£il,  and  their  condition  May  24, 
1863. 

C. — Statement  showing  the  present  condition  of  the  surveys  and 
office-work,  in  contracts,  up  to  the  30th  September,  1853. 

D. — Lists  of  original  township  plats  nfede  since  the  date  of  last  an- 
nual report,  and  of  copies  sent  to  the  general  and  district  land  offices, 
with  the  date  of  transmission. 

E. — Estimate  of  the  funds  required  for  the  services  of  this  district 
and  office,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1865. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WESTCOTT, 

Surveyor  General  of  Florida. 

John  Wilson,  Esq., 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington^  D>  C. 
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Estimate  of  appropriation  required  for  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Floj'idaj  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1865. 

Salary  of  surveyor  general $2,000  00 

For  clerks  in  surveyor  general's  office,  as  now  by  law  ap- 
propriated  5,300  00 

For  contingent  expenses 500  00 

For  the  survev  of  the  public  lands,  township  lines  and  sub- 
divisions .  /. 15,000  00 

For  correcting  erroneous,  imperfect,  and  defective  lines  and 
comers;  for  retracing  old  and  obliterated  lines;  for  de- 
tached and  unfinished  surveys ;  for  the  execution  of  diffi- 
cult surveys,  in  consequence  of  swamps,  lakes,  marshes, 
&x.,  to  be  paid  for  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  dollars  per 
mile 10,000  00 

For  the  correcting  of  erroneous  locations  of  private  claims, 
and  for  surveys  of  such  private  land  claims,  and  the 
immediate  connexion  lines  of  the  public  surveys  thereto, 
the  surveys  of  which  the  courts  refuse  to  confirm,  and  re- 
surveys  in  connexion  therewith,  under  the  act  of  June  28, 
1848 10,000  00 

For  preparing  the  unfinished  records  of  land  titles,  for  books 
and  for  binding,  &Cm  ready  for  delivery  to  the  State  of 
Florida  at  the  completion  of  the  siurveys  of  the  State, 
under  act  of  June  12,  1840 4,000  00 

For  collecting  and  systematically  recording  and  consolidating 
in  special  books,  in  order  to  secure  their  preservation,  £dl 
the  field-notes  of  each  private  claim,  and  their  immediate 
connexion  lines  with  the  public  surveys,  to  harmonize  with 
the  township  plats,  that  the  record  may  show  a  complete 
condensed  history  of  each  tille,  from  its  inception  under 
the  foreign  government  to  its  location  and  final  survey 
under  our  own 2,600  00 

For  compensation  and  contingent  expenses  to  surveyors  and 
other  agents  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  Sep- 
tember 28,  1850,  granting  swamp  lands  to  the  State 2,500  00 

JOHiN  WESTCOTT, 

Surveyor  Gencraji.  of  Florida. 
Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Sl  Auguitinej  September  30, 1853. 
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EEPOBT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  OP  IOWA  AND  WISCONSIN. 

SuBVBYOR  General's  Office, 

Dubuque^  October  21  j  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions, 
the  following  report,  which  you  will  find  to  exhibit  the  actual  condition 
ot  the  affairs  of  this  ofBce,  at  the  present  time,  with  all  its  operations, 
since  the  21st  of  October  lasl. 

SURVEYS  IN  IOWA. 

The  south  boundary  of  this  State  having,  some  time  stFiCe,  been  care- 
fully established,  under  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  important  that  the  surveys  adjoining  should  be  closed 
thereto,  in  an  efieciual  and  permanent  manner,  and  one  that  will  forever 
debar  dispute.  This  has  been  done  fk)m  range  18  west,  inclusive, 
to  the  Missouri  river,  under  the  direction  of  my  predecessor;  but  from 
said  range  east,  they  neither  are,  and  in  most  instances  never  were, 
properly  connected  with  the  old  "  Sullivan  line,*'  as  the  field-notes  of 
the  retracing  of  said  line  show  but  the  identification  of  a  single  comer; 
and  since  said  line  has  been  re-established,  and  forms  the  boundary 
between  two  great  States,  I  think  it  highly  important  to  have  the  work 
done  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  in  order  that  the  plats  and 
field-notes  may  exhibit  correctly  (which  they  do  not  at  present)  the 
actual  state  of  things  as  they  exist  on  the  eround.  This  is  a  subject 
that  has  been  brought,  before,  to  the  attention  of  your  office,  both  by 
the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  by  George  B.  Sargent, 
late  surveyor  general  of  this  district,  (see  Commissioner's  report  of  29th 
November,  1862,)  but  I  presume  that  pressure  of  business  has  caused 
it  to  be  overlooked.  I  trust,  however,  that  you  will  be  enabled  to  give 
it  your  attention  at  an  early  day,  and  that  1  will  be  authorized  to  have 
the  work  done,  and  the  plats  and  field-notes  perfected,  which  a  careful 
examination  shows  they  very  much  need. 

All  that  portion  of  the  State  between  this  boundary  and  the  first  cor- 
rection parallel  has  been  surveyed,  with  the  exception  of  townships 
69  and  70,  of  range  43,  township  69,  range  44,  and  townships  74, 
75,  and  76,  of  range  36.  The  three  first  named  I  have  concluded  to 
order  a  resurvey  of,  forthwith,  as  the  field-notes  have  already  been 
twice  returned,  but  found  incorrect,  and  the  contractor  has  failed,  the 

{)resent  season,  to  furnish  such  notes  as  could  be  received.  The  three 
ast  named  have  been  surveyed  and  returned ;  but  owing  to  some  infor- 
malities, the  field-notes  have  been  sent  to  the  contractor  to  be  properly 
transcribed.  As  soon  as  the  above-mentioned  work  shall  have  been 
completed,  all  surveys  south  of  the  first  correction  parallel  will  be 
entirely  finished. 

Between  the  first  and  second  corrections  the  surveys  have  been  com- 
pleted as  far  west  as  the  line  dividing  ranges  33  and  34,  and  west  of 
said  line  the  work  is  proceeding  rapidly  to  completion.  Eighteen  town- 
ships have  been  let  by  me,  the  present  season,  m  this  part  of  the  State, 
leaving  but  four  townships — ^viz:  86,  86,  87,  and  88,  of  range  86— not 
under  contract.    With  the  exceptions  above  named,  six  townships  in 
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range  42,  and  four  townships  suspended  for  correction,  all  work  south 
of  the  second  correction  has  been  received,  examined,  and  copies  of 
the  township  plats  forwarded  to  your  own  and  the  proper  district  land 
offices.  North  of  the  second  correction  I  have  let  four  districts  of  town- 
ship lines,  amounting,  in  all,  to  about  twenty-nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  miles.  Of  these,  one  entire  district  has  already  been  returned ; 
another  will  be  in  a  few  days,  and  advance  returns  have  been  received 
from  both  the  remaining  districts.  East  of  the  line  dividing  ranges  33 
and  24,  fifty-one  townships  have  been  placed  by  me  under  contract  for 
subdivision,  and  there  remain  but  twelve  townships  to  be  let  east  of 
said  range  line.  West  of  said  line  there  were  let  three  districts,  com- 
prising twenty-two  townships,  only  two  of  which  remain  yet  to  be 
received. 

To  sum  up.  Since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  contracts  have  been 
entered  into  for  the  subdivision  of  ninety-five  townships,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  twenty-nine  hundred  and  sixty-six  miles  of  township  lines, 
in  the  State  of  Iowa.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  townships  let 
in  this  State,  the  past  season,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  have  been 
carefully  examined,  platted,  and  copies  of  the  plats  submitted  to  your 
own  and  the  proper  district  land  offices,  four  have  been  relinquished, 
seven  have  been  returned  to  deputies  for  correction,  eight  have  not  yet 
been  returned,  and  nine  are  now  under  process  of  platting. 

SURVETS  IS  MINKE80TA. 

As  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  and  calculations  could  be 
made,  after  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  16th  May  last,  I  entered 
into  contract  with  E.  L.  Norris,  deputy  surveyor,  for  the  establishment 
of  guide  meridians  Nos.  ] ,  2,  and  3,  and  the  proper  standard  parallels 
east  of  said  meridians  Nos.  1  and  2,  in  the  Tt  rritory  of  Minnesota,  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river.  From  causes  entirely  unwreseen,  the  surveys 
in  this  portion  of  my  district  have  not  advanced  with  such  rapidity  as 
might  nave  reasonably  been  expected.  Having  been  required  to 
conduct  them  alter  the  mode  prescribed  in  Oregon,  and  said  method 
being  entirely  new  to  the  deputies  of  this  office,  and,  moreover,  requiring 
the  greatest  accuracy,  it  is  not  surprising  that  some  delay  should  have 
occurred,  and  errors  occasionally  been  made.  Owing  to  a  miscon- 
struction of  your  instructions,  a  great  part  of  the  work  first  done  by  Mr. 
Norris  had  to  be  re-run.  This  was  occasioned  by  absence  of  allowance 
for  the  convergency  of  meridians,  which  your  instructions,  and  the 
diagram  exhibiting  the  order  of  survey,  failed  to  set  forth,  and  fi-om 
examination  of  which  I  was  led  to  infer  that  a  new  base  was  designed, 
after  the  surveys  had  progressed  north  to  a  point  where  the  Mississippi 
river  (the  main  channel  of  which  is  the  present  dividing  line  between 
East  and  West  Minnesota)  will  cease  to  be  a  meandered  stream ;  and 
thai,  thereafter,  the  surveys  east  and  west  of  said  river  would  all  be 
conducted  in  the  same  order.  On  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  16th 
of  June,  stating  that  such  was  not  your  intention,  and  requiring  meri- 
dians Nos.  1  and  2  to  be  offseted,  I  at  once  had  the  necessary  corrections 
pade,  and  feel  confident  that,  for  the  future,  the  surveys  will  progress 
in  this  Territory  without  impediment. 
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Already  have  returns  been  made  and  submitted  of  guide  meridian 
No.  1 ,  to  the  Mississippi  river,  with  standard  parallels,  Nos.  1  and  2, 
east  of  said  meridian;  the  field-notes  of  guide  meridian  No.  2  have  also 
been  received  as  far  north  as  the  corner  to  townships  Nos.  108  and  109, 
and  of  the  first  standard  parallel  east  of  said  meridian,  with  all  the 
proper  township  boundaries  east  of  said  guide  meridian  No.  2,  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  south  of  the  first  standard  parallel.  Contracts 
have  likewise  been  entered  into  for  the  survey  of  all  the  proper  township 
boundaries  east  of  this  meridian  and  south  of  parallel  No.  2.  There 
have  also  been  let  for  subdivision  in  this  Territory  sixty-three  town- 
ships, six  of  which  have  just  been  returned,  and  will  be  examined  and 
platted  without  delay,  and  a  number  more  are  nearly  ready  to  be 
submitted  to  this  office. 

There  have  also  been  contracted  for,  in  compL'ance  with  your  instruc- 
tions of  the  6th  of  May  last,  eight  fractional  townships,  covered,  in  part, 
by  the  original  military  reservation  at  Fort  Snelling.  The  survey  of 
these  townships  was  ordered  to  be  cairied  across  the  river,  in  connexion 
and  extension  of  those  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  be 
numbered  from  the  Wisconsin  base  and  meridian ;  of  course  they  are 
entirely  independent  of  the  lower  surveys,  which  will  be  closed  to  them 
by  true  hues. 

The  country  over  which  the  third  guide  meridian  is  to  be  carried  is 
so  cut  up  with  lakes,  that  (for  the  sake  of  accuracy,  and  at  the  earnest 
petition  of  the  contractor)  I  have  extended  the  time  of  its  completion, 
m  order  that  the  survey  may  be  made  when  the  lakes  and  marshes  are 
covered  with  ice.  As  this  is  the  true  meridian,  and  will  be  continued 
without  offset  from  the  base  to  its  intersection  with  the  river,  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  it  should  be  surveyed  with  the  greatest  accu- 
racy, both  as  to  course  and  measurement;  and  as  such  accuracy  cannot 
be  insured  at  the  present  lime,  I  deemed  it  better  to  postpone  it  for  a 
short  time,  rather  than  run  any  risk  which  this  course  will  avoid. 

SURVEYS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

East  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  contracts  have  been  entered  into 
for  the  subdivisi  )n  of  forty-four  townships.  There  remain,  therefore, 
but  nine  townships — ^viz:  townships  28,  29,  and  30,  of  ranges  1  and  2, 
township  No.  30,  of  ranges  12,  13,  and  14,  and  ten  townships  reserved 
for  the  use  of  the  Menomonies,  (by  treaty  of  the  18th  of  October,  1848) — 
to  be  subdivided  south  of  the  third  correction  parallel;  north  of  said 
parallel  thirty-nine  townships  have  been  subdivided,  and  the  exteriors 
of  sixteen  more  have  been  estabhshed.  Out  of  sixty-four  townships  let 
last  season,  all  but  a  single  one,  which  was  rejected,  have  been  re- 
turned, examined,  and  plats  thereof  transmitted. 

West  of  the  fourth  meridian,  since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  fifty- 
eight  townships  have  been  contracted  for,  which,  when  finished,  will 
close  up  the  subdivision  of  all  the  country  south  of  the  third  correction. 
North  of  said  line  I  have  let  but  a  single  district,  extending  on  both 
sides  of  the  St.  Croix  river,  for  subdivision,  consisting  of  eleven  town- 
ships. As  the  main  channel  of  the  St.  Croix  river  is  the  boundary 
between  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  of  course  a  portion  of  this  work  is 
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situated  in  East  Minnesota.  This  district  is  valuable  on  account  of  the 
numberless  groves  of  pine  with  which  it  is  principally  timbered;  and 
by  having  the  river  carefully  traversed,  I  will  be  able,  in  a  very  short 
time,  to  define  accurately  the  point  where  the  boundary  line  between. 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  as  surveyed  by  Mr.  Stuntz,  intersects  the 
main  branch  of  this  river.  This  will  be  ibund  to  be  about  one  and  a 
quarter  mile  (by  the  course  of  the  river)  above  the  northeast  corner  of 
township  41,  of  range  16.  I  have  also  entered  into  contract  for  the 
survey  and  establishment  of  about  five  hundred  and  eighty  miles  of 
township  lines  south  of  the  fourth  correction  parallel,  which  closes  the 
townshiping  of  the  whole  country  south  of  said  line. 

Since  the  date  of 'the  last  report,  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety-five 
miles  of  township  lines  west  of  the  meridian  have  been  returned  and 
examined;  and  east  of  the  meridian,  four  hundred  and  seventy-two 
miles.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  townships  let  ibr  subdi- 
vision last  season,  west  of  the  meridian,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
have  been  returned,  examined,  and  submitted,  and  the  remainder  are 
now  undergoing  examination. 

SURVEYS  ADJACEXT  TO  LAKE  SUPERIOR* 

As  mentioned  in  the  last  report  of  this  office,  the  surveys  bordering 
the  lake  were  intrusted  to  two  skilful  and  compietent  deputies,  under 
whose  charge  the  work,  so  far  as  authorized,  ha.«  been  completed  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  manner.  Commencing  in  the  4th  principal  me- 
ridian, at  the  corner  to  townships  46  and  47  north,  a  base  was  run 
14  townships,  or  84  miles,  due  west,  to  within  4|  miles  of  the  west 
boundary  oi  the  State ;  and  from  said  base  line  all  the  proper  town- 
ship and"  range  lines  have  been  extended  regularly  to  the  lake.  The 
reason  that  the  surveys  were  not  continued  to  the  State  boundary,  and 
closed  thereto,  is,  that  the  northern  portion  of  the  boundary  runs  through 
territory  not  yet  ceded  to  the  United  States.  As  the  treaty  line  of  Oc« 
tober  4, 1842,  is  not  defined  on  the  ground,  and  as  the  boundary  is  only 
about  54  chains  west  of  where  said  treaty  line  would  run,  it  was  not 
deemed  advisable,  or  proper,  without  special  authority,  to  cany  the 
surveys  through  said  Indian  territory,  even  for  this  short  distance. 

The  districts  already  surveyed  contain  59  townships  and  fractional 
townships,  only  18  of  which  have  been  subdivided  ;  but  repeated  ap- 
plications have  been  made  to  have  the  surveys  closed  to  the  boundary, 
and  the  subdivisions  continued.  Indeed  this  has  been  strongly  urged 
by  Mr.  Stuntz,  the  deputy  who  surveyed  the  western  district,  and  wno, 
from  being  compelled  to  return  to  the  field  the  present  spring,  has  been 
enabled  to  judge,  from  actual  observation,  what  is  doing  in  the  country, 
aod  what  steps  are  being  taken  to  make  and  hold  claims  in  this  valuable 
region.  He  says,  "the  balance  of  my  district  of  township  lines,  and 
the  whole  of  the  district  surveyed  by  Mr.  Norris,  except  that  portion 
marked  upon  the  map  'Pine  Barrens,'  should  be  immediately  surveyed." 
From  other  reliable  information,  1  fully  coincide  with  the  views  of  Mr. 
Stuntz,  and  would  especially  recommend,  in  addition,  the  survey  of  a 
district  of  township  lines  along  the  valley  of  Bad  river,  and.  extending 
east  to  the  boimdary  of  Michigan.    The  whole  lake  country  has,  of 


S24  H.  Doc.  1. 

late,  excited  increasing  attention,  and  is  well  worthy  of  it:  almost 
weekly,  during  the  summer,  applications  have  been  made,  in  person 
and  by  letter,  tor  maps  and  information  pertaining  thereto,  by  explorers 
and  those  intending  to  commence  operations  therein.  Encouraged  by 
the  success  of  those  engaged  in  mining  operations  further  east  on  the 
lake,  capitalists  are  seeking  investments  in  this  region,  where  the 
returns  promise  to  be  speedy  and  profitable.  Of  this  you  arc,  how- 
ever, no  doubt  aware,  through  the  returns  of  the  land  officers  at  Wil- 
low river ;  though  they  can,  as  yet,  exhibit  but  little  of  what  has  and 
will  be  done  the  present  season,  as  few  make  locations  until  the  ground 
has  been  proved  to  some  slight  extent. 

The  survey  of  the  boundary  between  WisconsiA  and  Minnesota  has 
been  complete<l,  and  the  map  and  account  therefor  were  forwarded  to 
your  office  on  the  11th  day  of  December  last.  The  deputy  who  was 
intrusted  with  tliis  survey  was  specially  instructed  to  traverse,  care- 
fully, the  St.  Louis  river,  from  his  most  westerly  range  line  to  the  point 
designated  by  the  acts  of  6th  of  August,  1846,  and  May  29,  1848,  as 
the  starting  point  of  said  boundary.  This  was  necessary  in  order  that 
a  connexion  with  the  government  surveys  should  be  shown,  at  one 
point  at  least,  and,  as  before  remarked  in  this  report,  I  shall  be  able, 
m  a  very  tew  days,  to  present  to  your  office  a  fiill  connexion  at  the 
other,  viz :  where  the  fine  strikes  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  Croix 
river. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  at  this  time,  to  give  a  brief  description  of 
the  country  through  which  this  boundary  line  passes,  espegially  as  the 
increased  attention  which  it  is  at  present  receiving  is,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, attributable  to  your  last  able  report,  it  being  very  generally  referred 
to  in  communications  received  at  this  office,  requesting  more  particular 
information  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  district  which  was  then 
only  partly  surveyed. 

That  portion  of  the  boundary  defined  by  the  St.  Louis  river,  from  its 
mouth  (which  is  in  township  49  of  range  13)  to  the  first  rapids  above 
the  "Indian  village,"  being  pecufiar,  I  will  first  describe:  "The 
mouth  of  the  river  is  about  one-tburth  of  a  mile  wide,  and  is  formed  by 
a  narrow  sand-bar  projecting  from  the  north  shore  of  the  lake,  about 
seven  miles.  This  bar  is  uniform  in  course,  and  varies  from  ten  to 
forty  chEiins  in  width.  The  bar  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  is  like  that 
on  the  west,  but  is  only  one  and  a  half  mile  in  length.  During  ihe 
past  summer  the  water  in  the  channel  over,  or  through  the  bar,  was 
about  seven  feet  deep;  but  the  entrance  is  crooked,  and  difficult  of  ac- 
cess during  the  heavy  northeast  storms  which  at  certain  seasons  pre- 
vail. Once  inside,  however,  vessels  are  safe,  as  the  river  widens  into 
a  bay  about  eight  miles  long,  and  one  and  a  fourth  mile  wide.  The 
shores  are  mostly  clay-banks,  with  narrow  sand-beach  for  about  six 
miles,  when  the  beach  disappears,  and  small  bays,  or  inlets,  extend 
from  the  main  body  to  distances  varying  from  five  chains  to  two  miles. 
At  the  distance  of*^  nineteen  miles  up  the  river  is  situated  the  Indian 
village  of  Fond  du  Lac,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  containing 
fifty  or  sixty  cabins  and  lodges,  three  or  four  good  houses,  two  trading 
posts,  and  a  mission  building.  On  the  Wisconsin  side,  opposite  this 
villagei  several  famiUes  of  French  and  Indians  live  in  a  haif^ivilized 
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manner.  On  the  same  side  of  this  bay,  from  Pokegamong  bay  to  the 
rapids,  the  country  is  hilly,  and  covered  thickly  with  timber,  the  most 
valuable  kinds  of  which  are  white  cedar,  spruce,  and  white  pine.  The 
north  side  is  bounded  by  a  range  of  mountains  that  rises  from  eight 
hundred  to  a  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake,  and  within  from 
one  to  three  miles  from  the  beach.  This  range  extends  parallel  to  the 
lake  shore,  as  far  east  as  Pigeon  river,  and  bears  N.  65°  E.  From  the 
best  information  obtainable,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this  is  as  good 
a  mineral  range  as  is  to  be  found  on  Lake  Superior ;  specimens  ol'  na- 
tive silver  and  copper  have  been  found,  ana  exhibited,  but  no  mines 
have  been  openea  or  worked  in  this  locality,  that  I  am  aware  of.  From 
the  starting-point,  in  the  rapids  of  the  river,  to  the  sixteenth  mile-post 
on  the  boundary,  the  country  is  generally  level,  clay  able-lands,  ele- 
vated about  three  hundred  feet  above  the  lake,  and  covered  with  a 
valuable  growth  of  white  pine,  cedar,  birch,  and  spruce;  and  is  well 
supplied  with  streams,  branches  of  Left-hand  river,  which  are  of  suffi- 
cient size  to  float  logs  and  furnish  water-power  for  the  manufacture  of 
lumber.  The  summit  level,  between  the  waters  that  flow  into  the  lake 
and  those  that  flow  into  the  Mississippi  river,  is  crossed  by  the  bound- 
ary on  the  sixteenth  mile ;  and  on  the  south  side  of  this,  the  country 
changes  in  formation.  The  deep-red  clay  disappears,  and  sand  is  the 
prevaiUng  soil.  The  surface  is  more  irregular,  and  magnetic  disturb- 
ances are  more  frequent  and  extreme,  rendering  the  use  of  the  plain 
compass  impracticable. 

From  this  point  to  the  river  St.  Croix,  the  boundary  passes  through 
a  succession  of  swamps,  which  are  filled  with  rich  deposites  of  pecU. 
The  timber,  as  a  general  thing,  is  not  of  sufficient  size  to  be  valuable, 
except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  St.  Croix,  where  the  country  is  covered 
with  valuable  groves  of  white  pine.  The  monument  on  the  St.  Croix 
river  stands  two  and  a  half  miles  above  Yellow  Pine  creek,  and  about 
four  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Namekagon  river. 

The  survey  of  the  boundary  between  the  State  of  Iowa  and  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Minnesota  has  been  completed,  and  the  maps  and  field-notes 
of  the  same,  with  the  necessary  accounts  and  vouchers,  have  been  for- 
warded to  your  office.  As  the  field  work  was  completed,  and  full  de- 
tails fiunished,  by  my  predecessor,  last  season,  anytning  further  on  this 
subject  is  unnecessary. 

SWAMP  LANDS. 

I  regret  to  state  that  almost  nothing  has  been  done  towards  closing 
up  this  business.  I  am  informed  that,  immediately  on  receipt  of  your 
instructions,  the  governors  of  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  were 
informed  of  your  orders,  and  requested  to  take  such  action  in  the  pre- 
mises as  said  instructions  required.  Nothing  definite  having  been  re- 
ceived from  them,  it  was  concluded  that  selections  from  the  plats  and 
field-notes  by  this  office  would  be  satisfactory;  and,  in  consequence, 
the  plats  and  field-notes  were  carefully  examined,  and  lists  of  such 
lands  as  came  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  were  made  out,  one  copy 
ofygfrhich  was  forwarded  to  your  office,  and  the  proper  district  land  ol- 
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fices  were  fiirnished  with  such  portions  thereof  as  belonge  d  lr# 
spective  districts. 

The  list  of  selections  in  Wisconsin,  not  being  properly  certified,  was 
returned  by  you  on  the  6th  ultimo,  with  directions  to  have  it  recopied 
and  returned  to  you  during  the  present  month.  Coming  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter,  the  end  of  our  year,  and  with  an  immense  amount  of  cur- 
rent business  pressingly  demanding  attention,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
place  such  force  thereon  as  would  comply  with  this  requirement.  In- 
deed, when  it  is  remembered  that  the  business  of  this  office  has  been 
steadily  increasing  for  the  last  three  years,  without  any  corresponding 
increase  for  regular  clerks,  it  would  be  no  matter  of  astonisliment  if  the 
work  was  far  behind.  Such,  however,  I  am  happy  to  state,  is  not  the 
case,  as  will  be  shown  by  this  report;  and,  immediately  on  its  disposal, 
this  matter  shall  be  vigorously  prosecuted  to  completion,  so  far  as  the 
surveys  will  permit. 

On  receipt  of  your  said  letter  of  6th  of  September  last,  I  again  ad- 
dressed the  governors  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  requesting  them  to  in- 
form me,  officially,-  what  steps  had  been  tnken  in  relation  to  this  busi- 
ness.    As  yet  I  have  not  received  a  reply  from  either  of  them. 

The  legislature  of  Iowa  has  turned  over  to  the  several  counties  in 
which  they  are  located,  the  lands  donated  lo'tlie  State  by  the  act  of 
28th  of  September,  1850;  and  the  lists  of  selections  in  three  counties 
have  been  returned  by  the  county  judges  for  examination  and  approval. 
In  the  event  of  not  receiving  a  reply  from  the  governor  of  Iowa,  I  shall 
at  once  notify  the  authorities  of  all  organized  counties  that  the  selec- 
tions must  be  made  and  returned  within  a  hmitcd  time,  otherwise  they 
will  receive  no  attention;  and,  with  reference  to  those  in  Wisconsin,  I 
will  at  once  cause  a  re-examination  of  the  plats  and  field- notes,  and 
forward  you  the  corrected  lists,  properly  authenticated,  as  required ; 
which  action,  I  hope,  will  be  considered  final. 

OFFICE  WORK. 

The  field-notes  of  twenty-six  hundred  and  forty-six  miles  of  township 
lines,  and  of  nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  miles  of 
subdivisions,  have  been  received  and  carefully  examined.  This  includes 
a  number  of  miles  of  the  traverse  of  meandered  streams  and  lakes,  which 
had  to  be  carefully  platted,  entered  upon  the  original,  and  copied  on 
the  Commissioner's  plats. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  township  maps  have  been  projected 
firom  the  original  field-notes,  with  all  the  necessary  calculations,  with 
two  copies  of  each,  one  for  j'our  own  and  the  other  for  the  proper  dis- 
trict land  offices,  which  have  been  forwarded  to  their  respective  desti- 
nations; making  a  total  of  one  thousand  and  five  maps. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety- six  township  maps  have  been  recorded. 

Numerous  plats  and  diagrams  have  been  furnished  the  registers  and 
others,  when  applied  for  and  ordered. 

A  complete  and  accurate  copy  of  the  original  map  of  the  city  of  Du- 
buque has  been  made. 

Original  lists,  descriptive  of  the  land  and  all  the  comers  in  three 
hundred  and  fifty-six  townships,  have  been  prepared,  which,  with  one 
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copy  of  each  of  said  lists,  makes  a  total  of  seven  hundred  and  twelve 
lists. 

The  volumes  containing  twelve  hundred  and  seventy  townships  of 
original  field-notes  have  been  paged,  and  diagrams  for  reference  to 
preface  each  township. 

Three  hundred  and  four  diagrams,  to  accompany  instructions  to 
deputies,  have  been  made. 

The  examination  of  detached  tracts,  survey  of  islands,  &c.,  is  an 
item  that  largely  occupies  the  time  and  attention  of  the  office. 

The  correspondence  of  the  office  has  in  nowise  decreased  the  past 
year,  and  you  are  well  able  to  judge  of  its  extent,  though  I  can  find 
no  means  of  expressing  its  amount. 

The  original  field-notes  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  townships  have 
been  recorded,  examined,  and  placed  on  file  in  this  office. 

Transcripts  of  the  original  field-notes  of  the  above  three  hundred 
and  twenty  townships  have  been  made,  for  preservation  at  the  seat  of 
government. 

Index  diagrams,  to  preface  the  records  and  transcripts  of  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  townships,  have  been  made. 

A  vast  amount  of  miscellaneous  work,  of  which  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  any  record,  has  been  performed,  in  addition  to  that  already  stated. 

Accompanying  papers  which  form  apart  of  this  report. 

No.  1.  Triplicate  map  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  Territory. 
No.  2.  Triplicate  map  of  the  State  of  Iowa- 
No.  3.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for,  out  of  the  appropriations 

of  30th  September,  1850,  and  3d  of  March,  1861,  that  were 

unfinished  at  the  date  of  the  last  report. 
No.  4.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for,  out  of  the  appropriations  of 

July  2  J  St  and  August  21st,  1852,  that  were  unfinished  or  unr 

contracted  for  at  the  date  of  the  last  report. 
No.  5.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for,  out  of  the  appropriation  of 

the  3d  of  March,  1853. 
No.  6.  Estimate  for  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30th, 

1855. 
No.  7.  Summary  of  salary  accounts  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1852,  and 

first,  second,  and  third  quarters  of  1853. 
No.  8.  Summary  of  disbursements  for  same  period. 
No.  9.  Summary  of  Iowa  and  Minnesota  boundary  account. 

In  conclusion  I  would  respectfully  remark,  that  the  condition  of  this 
office  is  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  scrutiny.     By  dint  of  great  ex- 
ertion, the  work  has  always  kept  pace  with  the  surveys ;  and  I  shall 
constantly  endeavor  to  have  it  so,  as  long  as  I  have  charge  of  tlie  office. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WARNER  LEWIS, 

Surveyor  General* 
Hon.  John  Wilson, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Washington^  D.  C 
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No.  6. 

Estimate  of  appropriations  requisite  for  continuing  the  public  surveys  in  the 
States  of  Wisconsin  and  lotoay  and  the  Territory  of  Minnesota^  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865. 

For  subdivisions  in  the  State  of  Iowa 810,000 

For  township  lines  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin 6,600 

For  subdivisions  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin 12,00(^ 

For  township  lines  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  west  of  the 

Mississippi  river 15,000 

For  subdivisions  in  said  Territory 25,000 

68,500 
For  incidental  expenses  of  the  oflSce 3,500 

Total 72,000 

WARNER  LEWIS, 

Surveyor  General. 
Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Dubuque^  October  21,  1863. 


Estimate  of  salary  of  surveyor  general  and  regular  clerks^  and  compensation 
of  piece-clerks^  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855. 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general  and  regular  clerks,  as  per  act 

of  10th  August,  1846 $8,300 

For  compensation  to  piece-clerks 10,000 

18,300 


WARNER  LEWIS, 

Surveyor  General. 
Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Dubuqucj  October  21,  1853. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS, 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Office  Indian  Affairs^  November  26,  1853. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  general  view  of  the  present  coudi- 
tion  of  our  Indian  relations,  and  statement  of  the  operations  of  this 
branch  of  the  public  service  during  the  past  year. 

Referring  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  different  superintend- 
ents, agents,  and  other  persons  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians, 
for  more  detailed  and  specific  information  in  regard  to  their  present  con- 
dition and  prospects,  I  would  remark,  that  peace  and  tranquillity  have 
prevailed  generally  among  the  emigrated  and  other  tribes  along  the 
extensive  inner  frontiers,  from  Lake  Superior  and  our  northern  boun- 
dary to  Texas,  with  whom  we  have  conventional  relations  and  inter- 
course of  long  standing.  In  regard  to  those  more  remote,  and  more 
recently  brought  under  the  supervision  of  the  department,  fewer  oc- 
currences of  a  painful  nature  have  been  reported  than  might  have  been 
anticipated. 

The  whole  number  of  Indians  within  our  limits  is  estimated  at 
400,000.  About  18,000  yet  linger  in  some  of  the  States  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river — ^principally  in  New  York,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin ; 
the  remainder,  consisting  ot  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  and  Seminoles, 
being  in  North  Carolina,  Mississippi,  and  Florida. 

The  number  in  Minnesota,  and  along  the  frontiers  of  the  western 
States  to  Texas,  comprising  mainly  emigrated  tribes,  is  estimated  at 
110,000 ;  those  of  the  plains  and  Rocky  mountains,  and  not  within  any 
of  our  organized  territories,  at  63,000;  those  in  Texas  at  29,000 ;  those 
in  New  Mexico  at  45,000;  those  in  California  at  100,000;  those  in 
Utah  at  12,000;  and  those  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washing- 
ton at  23,000. 

The  unfortunate  and  distracting  controversy  for  some  time  existing 
among  the  Seneca  Indians  of  New  Y  rk,  in  regard  to  iheir  form  of  gov- 
ernment, seems  happily  to  have  terminated ;  the  republican  system, 
adopted  by  the  mryority  in  1848,  being  apparently  now  acquiesced  in 
by  the  remainder,  by  whom  it  was  long  and  strenuously  opposed. 

The  dictates  of  humanity  and  good  policy  alike  require  the  early 
and  effective  interposition  of  the  government  in  respect  to  the  Indians 
of  Michigan.  These  Indians,  some  seven  thousand  in  number,  are 
represented  to  be  divided  into  more  than  sixty  separate  communities ; 
and  are  to  be  found  in  nearly  every  county  of  the  State.  Mar.y  of  them, 
being  without  any  settled  places  of  habitation,  and  gradua  ly  imbibing 
the  worst  vices  of  civilization,  are  becoming  vitiated  and  degraded,  a 
pest  and  a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhoods  where  they  resort.  In  this 
unsettled,  dispersed,  and  otherwise  unfavorable  condition,  nothing  can 
be  done  to  reclaim  and  improve  them.  Those  of  their  more  fortui  tte 
brethren,  who  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  fixed  locations,  prefCKt 
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a  much  more  favorable  aspect.  Most  of  them  have  comfortable  homes, 
and,  under  the  influence  of  the  devoted  efforts  of  several  Christian  de- 
nominations, are  gradually  improving  and  acquiring  the  habits  and 
tastes  of  civilized  life.  By  a  provision  of  the  State  constitution,  they 
are  entitled  to  citizenship  on  becoming  quaHfied  therefor  by  intelHgence 
and  good  character,  and  abandoning  their  tribal  connection ;  and  num- 
bers have  manifested  a  proper  appreciation  of  this  high  privilege,  and 
a  laudable  ambition  to  fit  themselves  for  iu 

By  treaty,  these  Indians  have  the  right  to  a  home  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi should  they  desire  to  emigrate ;  but  there  is  no  prospect  of  their 
ever  being  willing  to  do  so,  and  the  citizens  of  Michigan,  it  is  under- 
stood, entertain  no  desire  to  have  them  expelled  from  the  country  and 
home  of  their  forefathers.  Suitable  locations,  it  is  understood,  can  be 
found  for  them  in  the  State,  where  they  can  be  concentrated  under  cir- 
cumstances favorable  to  their  comfort  and  improvement,  without  detri- 
ment to  State  or  individual  interests,  and  early  measures  for  that  pur- 
pose should  be  adopted. 

A  portion  of  the  united  tribes  of  Stockbridges  and  Munsees,  of  Wis- 
consin, are  under  treaty  obligations  to  emigrate  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  but  their  removal  has  necessarily  been  delayed,  from  want  of  ad- 
equate means  to  defray  the  expense  thereof,  and  of  their  3  ear's  subsist- 
ence. A  further  appropriation  will  therefore  be  requisite.  These  In- 
dians are  few  in  number  and  should  not  be  disunited.  As  soon  as  it 
can  be  done,  an  effort  should  be  made  to  place  them  and  those  of  their 
brethren  now  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  all  comfortably  together. 

In  1848  the  Menomonees  ceded  their  entire  country  in  Wisconsin, 
and  agreed  to  remove  to  another  stipulated  to  be  given  them  in  Minne- 
sota west  of  the  Mississippi.  From  this  obUgation  they  were  exempted 
by  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  ground  of  the  unsuita- 
bility  of  the  new  country  intended  for  them;  and,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  proper  authorities  of  Wisconsin,  they  were  assigned  and  removed 
to  a  remote  portion  of  the  extensive  tract  which  they  had  ceded,  em- 
bracing about  345,600  acres.  The  information  in  possession  of  the 
department  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  this  location  is,  in  all  respects, 
suitable  for  them ;  and  that  they  can  probably  remain  there  for  many 
years  without  interference  with  the  advancement  or  interests  of  the  white 
population.  If,  however,  this  arrangement  is  to  be  of  a  permanent 
character,  a  new  convention  with  them  will  be  necessary  for  their  re- 
linquishment of  the  country  given  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  1848,  and 
that  the  various  beneficial  provisions  of  that  treaty  may  be  made  opera- 
tive and  applicable  to  them  where  they  are. 

The  Oneida s,  of  Wisconsin,  have  a  permanent  location  near  Green 
Bay,  where  they  will  probably  remain  and  eventually  become  citizens, 
as  the  tribe  of  Brothertowns  has  done.  The  only  other  Indians  in  the 
State  consist  of  a  few  bands  of  those  known  as  the  Chippewas  of  Lake 
Superior,  still  living  on  lands  heretofore  ceded  to  the  United  States,  but 
where  it  has  been  thus  far  deemed  proper  to  permit  them  to  remain,  for 
reasons  materially  affecting  their  preservation  and  welfare. 

Should  it  be  deemed  necessary  to  continue  the  superintendency  cre- 
ated by  the  act  of  27ih  of  February,  1851,  heretofore  confined  to  the 
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Indians  in  Wisconsin,  it  should  be  made  to  embrace  also  those  in  Michi- 
gan, and  a  different  location  assigned  to  the  superintendent. 

The  large  and  populous  tribe  of  Chippewas,  the  great  body  of  whom 
are  in  Minnesota,  still  own  an  extensive  tract  of  country  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, of  which,  on  account  of  its  great  mineral  wealth,  it  will  become 
necessary  to  obtain  possession  at  an  early  day.  Their  lands  west  of 
the  Mississippi  are  sufficiently  ample  for  the  whole  tribe,  nnd  their  con- 
centration there  would  be  an  arrangement  advantageous  both  to  them 
and  the  government. 

The  country  assigned  to  the  Winnebagoes  by  the  treaty  of  1846,  in 
the  region  of  the  headwaters  of  the  Mississippi,  proved  to  be  not  alto- 
gether suitable.  So  great  has  been  the  dissatisfaction,  that  it  has  been 
impossible  to  keep  a  majority  of  them  upon  it.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  because  of  their  pressing  and  constant  solicitations,  and  of 
promises  given  last  year,  airangements  were  made,  the  past  summer, 
to  assign  them  another  and  more  satisfactory  home.  The  new  location 
fixed  upon,  which  is  further  south  than  their  present  country,  is  ob- 
jected to,  it  is  understood,  on  the  ground  of  its  oringing  them  too  near 
the  white  settlements;  and  its  close  proximity  to  the  Mississippi  river 
is  believed  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Indians.  The  de- 
partment has  not  yet  determined  whether  these  objections  are  suffi- 
ciently well  founded  to  justify  the  rejection  of  this  arrangement. 

The  present  situation  of  that  portion  of  the^ioux  Indians,  parties  to 
the  treaties  of  July  23d  and  August  5,  1851,  is  peculiar,  unfortunate, 
ajid  to  them  must  ultimately  prove  extremely  injurious.  By  these  trea- 
ties they  reluctantly  parted  with  a  very  large  extent  of  valuable  coun- 
try, which  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  government  to  ac- 
quire. An  insignificant  portion  of  it  near  its  western  boundary,  not 
deemed  necessary  or  desirable  for  a  white  population  for  many  years, 
if  at  all,  was  agreed  to  be  reserved  and  assigned  to  them  for  their  future 
residence.  The  Senate  amended  the  treaties,  striking  out  this  provision, 
allowing  ten  cents  per  acre  in  lieu  of  the  reservations,  and  requiring  the 
President,  with  the  assent  of  the  Indians,  if  they  agreed  to  tlie  amend- 
ments, to  assign  them  such  tracts  of  country  beyond  the  limits  of  that 
ceded  as  might  be  satisfactory  for  their  future  home.  To  the  amend- 
ments was  appended  a  proviso,  "that  the  l*resident  may,  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  Indians,  vary  the  conditions  aforesaid,  if  deemed  expe- 
dient." The  Indians  were  induced  to  agree  to  the  amendments,  "con- 
tiding  in  the  justice,  liberality,  and  humanity  of  the  President  and  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  that  such  tracts  of  country  will  be  set 
apart  for  their  future  occupancy  and  home  as  will  be  to  them  acceptable 
and  satisfactory."  Thus,  not  only  was  the  assent  of  the  Indians  made 
necessary  to  a  country  being  assigned  to  them  without  the  limits  of  that 
ceded,  but,  by  the  authority  given  to  the  President  to  vary  the  condi- 
tions of  the  amendments  to  the  treaties,  he  was  empowered,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Indians,  to  place  them  upon  the  designated  reservations, 
or  upon  any  other  portion  of  the  ceded  territory,  **if  deemed  expe- 
dient." 

To  avoid  collisions  and  difficulties  between  the  Indians  and  the  white 
population,  which  rapidly  commenced  pouring  into  the  ceded  country, 
It  became  necessary  that  the  former  should  vacate  at  least  a  large  por- 
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tion  of  it  wilhout  delay;  whilst  there  was  neither  the  time  nor  the 
means  to  make  the  requisite  explorations,  to  find  a  suitable  location  for 
them  beyond  the  limits  of  the  cession. 

Under  these  pressing  and  embarrassing  circumstances,  the  late  Presi- 
dent determined  to  permit  them  to  remain  five  years  on  the  designated 
reservations,  if  they  were  wilhng  to  accept  this  alternative.  They  as- 
sented, and  many  of  them  have  already  been  removed.  However  un- 
avoidable this  arrangement,  it  is  a  most  unfortunate  one.  The  Indians 
are  fully  aware  of  its  temporary  character,  and  of  the  uncertainty  as  to 
their  future  position,  and  will  consequently  be  disinclined  and  deterred 
from  any  efforts  to  make  themselves  comfortable  and  improve  their 
condition.  The  inevitable  result  must  be,  that  at  the  end  of  the  time 
limited  they  will  be  in  a  far  worse  condition  than  now ;  and  the  efforts 
and  expenditures  of  years  to  infuse  into  them  a  spirit  of  improvement, 
will  all  have  been  in  vain. 

The  large  investments  in  mills,  farms,  mechanic  shops  and  other  im- 
provements, required  by  the  treaties  to  be  made  for  their  benefit,  will 
De  entirely  wasted  if  the  Indians  are  to  remain  on  these  reservations 
only  during  the  prescribed  five  years.  At  the  veiy  period  when  they 
would  begin  to  reap  the  full  advantage  of  these  beneficial  provisions, 
they  would  have  to  remove.  Another  unfortunate  feature  of  this  ar- 
rangement, if  temporary,  is,  that  the  Indians  will  have  expended  the 
considerable  sums  set  apart  in  the  treaties  for  the  expenses  of  their  re- 
moval to  a  permanent  home,  and  for  subsistence  until  they  could  other- 
wise provide  it;  leaving  nothing  for  these  important  and  necessary 
purposes,  in  the  event  of  another  emigration.  In  view  of  these  facts 
and  considerations,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  determining  upon  some 
final  and  permanent  arrangement  in  regard  to  them. 

The  tribes  of  the  Upper  Missouri  agency,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Blackfeet,  are  represented  as  generally  quiet  and  peaceable.  Such  of 
them  as  are  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  have  maintained,  with 
but  one  single  exception,  friendly  relations  among  themselves,  and  mani- 
fested an  increasing  confidence  in  and  kindness  towards  the  whites. 
Some  of  the  Indians  in  this  agency  raise  com,  beans,  pumpkins,  &c.,  to 
a  limited  extent,  but  rely  principally  on  the  hunt  for  their  support.  The 
amendments  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  of  May,  1852,  to  the  7th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Fort  Laramie,  were  promptly  assented  to  by  such  of 
the  tribes  as  the  agent  had  conferred  with,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  the  others  will  readily  do  so  when  he  has  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
them,  they  bejng  absent  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  their  country  on 
their  usual  hunts. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the  Council 
Bluff'agency  is  not  encouraging.  The  Omahas  are  represented  as  hav- 
ing raised  enough  corn  to  last  them  through  the  winter  ;  and  by  a  judi- 
cious application  of  the  money  paid  them  by  government  this  season,  it 
is  thought  they  may  to  a  great  extent  be  saved  from  suffering. 

The  Otloes  and  Missourias,  a  confederate  tribe,  are  in  a  state  of 
abject  povert3\  Reduced  by  a  combination  of  causes,  and  perhaps 
some  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  government,  they  are  indeed  objects  of 

pity-  ^     . 

The  Pawnees  are  also  m  a  destitute  condition.     Their  number  now 
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does  not  exceed  one-half  of  what  it  did  four  years  ago.  They  formerly 
resided  on  the  north  side  of  the  Platte  river,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Loup  fork  of  that  stream.  A  few  years  ago  they  were  represented  to  be 
in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  but  the  Sioux  came  down  upon  and  mur- 
dered many  of  them,  burned  their  houses,  stole  their  horses  and  other 
stock,  and  the  survivors  were  compelled  to  retreat  to  the  south  side  of 
the  Platte,  and  have  thenceforward  been  unwilling  to  return  to  their 
former  homes.  The  Indians  of  this  agency,  like  all  others,  indulge  in 
the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor  when  they  can  obtain  it;  and  unfortu- 
nately the  two  tribes  first  named  are,  from  the  location  of  their  villages, 
never  free  from  the  temptation. 

The  Half-breeds,  located  between  the  Great  and  Little  Nemaha 
rivers,  and  numbering,  including  their  families,  about  sixty  souls,  have 
made  some  considerable  advance  in  civilization. 

The  loways  have  many  advantages,  but  they  have  not  profitably 
availed  themselves  of  them.  Indolence  and  vice  predominate.  This 
tribe  numbered  at  their  last  payment,  according  to  the  pay  roll,  four 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  ;  by  the  census  recently  taken,  they  number 
only  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  Their  location  has  no  doubt  a 
very  unfavorable  influence  on  them,  and  although  they  promise  a  refor- 
mation in  their  habits,  a  change  of  residence  is  perhaps  indispensable. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri  reside  upon  the  same  tract  of  land 
with  the  loways.  Their  condition,  however,'  is  rather  belter  ;  but  the 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  loways  are,  to  a  considerabie  extent,  applica- 
ble to  the  Sacs  and  Foxes. 

The  Kickapoos  are  more  advanced  than  any  other  tribe  in  the  Great 
Nemaha  agency.  They  are  represented  as  making  some  progress  in 
agricuhure.  A  few  have  comfortable  houses,  with  domestic  animals 
about  them. 

The  Wyandotts,  Shawnees,  and  Delavferes  are  embraced  in  the 
Kanzas  agency.  A  number  in  each  of  these  tribes  are  educated,  inteUi- 
eent  men,  having  good  dwellings,  and  surrounded  with  the  usual  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  civihzed  life.  Various  religious  denominations 
have  missions  in  this  agency,  and  some  of  the  Indians  are  professors  of  the 
Christian  reUgion ;  but  many  of  them  are  habitual  drunkards.  The  Wy- 
andotts have  in  operation  a  system  of  common  schools  and  a  code  of 
laws  for  their  own  government. 

The  Pottawatomie  Indians  are  not,  as  a  general  thing,  improving. 
They  have  a  large  money  annuity,  the  corrupting  effects  of  which  are 
clearly  visible.  The  government  has  provided  no  nabitation  for  an  agent 
in  their  country;  and  left  to  themselves  without  the  necessary  oversight, 
with  many  avenues  by  which  whisky  can  be,  and  constantly  is,  intro- 
duced among  them,  they  indulge  in  the  free  use  of  it.  Dissipation  pre- 
vails, and  many  of  the  principal  men  are,  it  is  believed,  destitute  of 
integrity,  and  are  used  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  the  avaricious, 
designing  and  heartless,  who  seek,  and  but  too  often  obtain,  the  con- 
trol of  them  for  the  promotion  of  their  own  sinister  views.  A  few  of  the 
bands  are  to  a  considerable  extent  cultivating  the  soil ;  and  there  are 
some  good  men  in  the  nation  who  appear  to  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  benefits  of  the  missionary  efforts  among  the  Pottawatomics. 

The  Kanzas  Indians  with  the  Pottawatomics  cons'itute  one  agency. 
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There  is  no  agency-house  in  the  Kanzas  country,  and  from  the  remote 
location  of  the  Indians  they  cannot  often  be  visited  by  their  agent. 
These  people  are  not  inchned  to  till  the  soil.  The  males  will  not 
work.  The  females  make  some  patches  of  corn  with  the  hoe ;  but 
these  Indians  rely  principally  on  their  annuities,  the  chase,  and  theft, 
for  support.  They  are  adepts  in  the  art  of  stealing,  and  their  location 
is  such,  being  on  the  leading  Santa  F^  road,  that  they  annoy  the  trains 
which  pass  that  way.  Complaints  are  loud  against  these  Indians,  not 
only  from  the  white  people  who  pass  through  their  country,  but  from 
all  the  neighboring  tribes.  A  change  of  their  location  and  residence  is 
demanded  by  every  consideration  connected  with  their  advancement, 
and  is  due  to  the  vast  number  of  our  citizens  who  sufifer  from  their  dep- 
redations* 

The  tribes  embraced  in  the  Sac  and  Fox  agency  are  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  of  the  Mississippi,  the  small  band  of  Chippewas,  of  Swan  Creek 
and  Black  river,  and  the  Ottowas,  of  Roche  de  Boeuf  and  Blanchard's 
fork.  The  Sacs  and  Foxes  are  a  wild,  roving  race,  depending  almost 
entirely  on  the  chase  for  subsistence.  They  have  heretofore  strongly 
resisted  the  introduction  of  schools  or  missionaries  among  them,  and 
have  made  a  steady  and  powerful  effort  to  maintain  all  the  manners, 
customs,  and  traditions  ot  their  fathers.  Recently  a  portion  of  them 
have  expressed  a  desire  to  attempt  to  cultivate  the  soil,  and  enter- 
tained conversations  in  relation  to  tne  employment  of  teachers  and  mis- 
sionaries ;  they  have  also  promised  their  agent  to  refrain  from  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  in  which  they  have,  to  their  great  injury,  freely 
indulged. 

The  Chippewas  and  Ottowas  depend  for  subsistence  on  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil,  and  are  comparatively  in  an  advanced  state  of  civil- 
ization. It  is  the  opinion  of  their  agent  that  they  will  this  year  have  a 
surplus  of  agricultural  productions.  The  Ottowas  have  adopted  a  sim- 
ple code  of  laws  for  their  government. 

The  Weas  and  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias,  and  the 
Miamies,  constitute  the  tribes  of  the  Osage  River  agency.  No  official 
report  has  been  received  from  the  agent  in  charge  of  these  Indians. 
In  the  month  of  September,  while  on  his  way  to  the  Sac  and  Fox  agency, 
that  officer  met  with  an  accident,  which  caused  his  absence  from  his 
agency  at  the  period  of  the  year  when  these  annual  reports  are  made 
up.  The  Weas  and  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias,  are  known 
to  be  doing  reasonably  well.  They  depend  principally  on  agriculture 
for  their  support.  The  Miamies  are  not  doing  well.  Their  village  is 
80  convenient  to  the  white  settlements  that  they  have  at  all  times  the 
opportunity  to  gratify  their  appetite  for  ardent  spirits,  and  they  may 
be  said,  to  indulge  habitually  and  very  freely  in  its  use. 

The  Chippewas,  Ottowas,  Weas  and  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias  and 
Peorias,  and  the  Miamies,  all  complain  of  the  depredations  of  the  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians,  and  express  the  hope  that  they  may  be  removed  fiir 
away  from  them.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  complaints  of  these  small 
tribes  are,  to  a  considerable  extent,  well  founded,  and  that  the  location 
of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  in  their  vicinity  has  been  injurious  to  their  in- 
erests. 

By  a  provision  contained  in  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  3d    f 
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March  last,  the  President  was  authorized  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  their  assent  to  the  settlement  of  our  citizens  upon 
the  lands  claimed  by  them,  and  of  extinguishing  their  title,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  to  those  lands.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  was  de- 
signated by  the  President  as  the  officer  of  the  Indian  department  Xo 
conduct  the  necessary  negotiations,  and  that  duty  was  undertaken  by 
him  at  the  earliest  period  consistent  with  his  other  official  engage- 
ments. A  preliminary  visit  to  the  Indian  country,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
plore it,  and  to  obtain  such  information  as  would  be  useful  and  necessary 
in  preparing  full  and  detailed  instructions  as  to  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  the  treaties  to  be  negotiated,  was  deemed  necessary,  and  was  made 
by  that  officer  in  obedience  to  his  instructions.  While  thus  engaged, 
he  visited  the  Omahas,  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  loways,  Sacs  and  Foxes 
of  Missouri,  Kickapoos,  Delawares,  Shawnees,  Wyandotts,  Pottawat- 
omies,  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mississippi,  Chippewas  of  Swan  creek 
and  Black  river.  Otto  was  of  Roche  de  Boeuf  and  Blanchard's  fork,  Weas 
and  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias  and  Miamies.  These  embrace 
all  the  tribes  located  immediately  west  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  except  the 
bands  of  Quapaws,  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  Senecas,  who  have 
small  tracts  adjacent  to  the  southwest  coiner  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  who,  for  want  of  time,  the  commissioner  was  unable  to  visit.  The 
same  cause  operated  to  prevent  his  seeing  the  Pawnees,  Kanzas,  and 
Osage  Indians,  with  whom,  although  their  lands  are  not  contiguous 
to  the  boundaries  of  either  of  these  States,  it  is  desirable  that  treaties 
also  be  made,  should  a  civil  government  be  established  and  the  country 
opened  lor  settlement. 

The  commissioner  held  councils  with  every  tribe  whom  he  visited, 
and  disclosed  to  them  the  object  of  his  journey  to  their  country.  He 
found  the  Indian  mind  in  an  unfavorable  condition  to  receive  and 
calmly  consider  his  message.  For  some  time  previous  to  his  arrival 
in  the  Indian  country,  individuals  from  the  States  had  been  exploring 
portions  of  it,  with  the  intention,  as  was  understood,  of  attempting  to 
make  locations  and  settlements.  The  discussion  of  the  subject,  and  the 
exploration  of  the  country  by  citizens  of  the  States,  alarmed  and  ex- 
cited the  Indians.  Some  of  them  were  proposing  a  grand  council,  at 
which  it  was  designed  to  light  up  the  old  Indian  fires,  and  confederate 
for  defence  against  the  white  people,  who  they  believed  were  coming 
in  force  to  drive  them  from  their  country,  and  to  occupy  it  without 
their  consent  and  without  consideration.  Under  such  circumstances  it 
was  very  difficult  to  quiet  the  Indians,  or  divest  their  minds  of  an  impres- 
sion that  the  commissioner's  visit  was  not  in  some  way  or  other  intended 
to  aid  the  whites  in  a  forcible  occupation  of  the  country.  As  he  pro- 
gressed in  his  journey,  and  conferred  with  the  tribes,  the  difficulty  was 
gradually  removed. 

With  but  few  exceptions,  the  Indians  were  opposed  to  selling  any 
part  of  their  lands,  as  announced  in  their  replies  to  the  speeches  of  the 
commissioner.  Finally,  however,  many  tribes  expressea  their  willing- 
ness to  sell,  but  on  the  condition  that  they  could  retain  tribal  reservar 
tions  on  their  present  tracts  of  land.  This  Dolicy  was  deemed  objec- 
tionable, and  not  to  be  adopted  if  it  could  be  avoided;  and  with  such 
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tribes  the  time  of  treating  was  deferred  until  next  spring,  with  the 
hope  that  the  Indians  by  that  time  might  see  that  their  permanent  in- 
terests required  an  entire  transfer  of  all  their  lands  and  their  ^removal 
to  a  new  home.  Some  tribes  declined  to  dispose  of  any  portion  ;  and 
all,  with  the  exception  of  the  Wyandotts  and  Ottowas,  who  expressed  an 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  an  organization  of  a  civil  government  in  that 
territory,  were  opposed  to  the  measure.  They  have,  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, a  very  crude  and  unintelligible  idea  of  the  "white  man's  laws,*' 
deeming  them  engines  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  they  dread  as  well 
as  fear  them.  Before  the  commissioner  left  the  country  quite  a  change 
was  perceptible  among  the  Indians ;  and  it  is  believed  that,  with  but  few 
exceptions,  the  tribes  will  next  spring  enter  into  treaties  and  dispose 
of  large  portions  of  their  country,  and  some  of  them  will  sell  the  whole 
of  their  land.  The  idea  of  retaining  reservations,  which  seemed  to  be 
generally  entertained,  is  not  deemed  to  be  consistent  with  their  true 
interests,  and  every  good  influence  ought  to  be  exercised  to  enlighten 
them  on  the  subject.  If  they  dispose  of  their  lands,  no  reservations 
should,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  be  granted  or  allowed.  There  are  some 
Indians  in  various  tribes  who  are  occupying  farms,  comfortably  situated, 
and  who  are  in  such  an  advanced  state  of  civilization,  that  if  they  de- 
sired to  remain,  the  privilege  might  well,  and  ought  perhaps  to  be 
granted,  and  their  farms  in  each  case  reserved  for  their  homes.  Such 
Indians  would  be  quaUfied  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  citizenship.  But 
to  make  reservations  for  an  entire  tribe  on  the  tract  which  it  now  owns, 
would,  it  is  believed,  be  injurious  to  the  future  peace,  prosperity^,  and 
advancement  of  these  people.  The  commissioner,  as  far  as  he  judged 
it  prudent,  endeavored  to  enlighten  them  on  this  point,  and  labored  to 
convince  them  that  it  was  not  consistent  with  the  true  interest  of  them- 
selves and  their  posterity  that  they  should  have  tribal  reservations 
within  their  present  limits. 

The  condition  of  the  Indians  located  west  of  Missouri  and  Iowa  is 
not  as  prosperous,  or  their  advance  in  civilization  as  rapid,  as  the  oSt- 
cial  reports  annually  received  from  that  part  of  the  country  would 
authorize  us  to  expect.  In  several  tribes  are  to  be  found  some  edu- 
cated, intelligent  men;  and  many  are  able,  by  the  cultivation  of  the 
earth,  to  subsist  themselves.  Among  these  classes  there  are  some  sin- 
cere professors  of  religion  ;  but  the  mass  of  the  Indians  are  indolent  and 
intemperate,  and  many  of  them  are  degraded  and  debased. 

Tlie  transplanting  of  these  Indians,  and  the  dedication  of  their  pres- 
ent country  to  their  use,  and  for  their  future  home,  was  an  emanation 
of  the  purest  benevolence  and  the  dictate  of  humanity.  Vast  sums  of 
money  have  been  expended  by  the  government  for  the  sustenance, 
comfort  and  civilization  of  these  unfortunate  people,  and  the  mission- 
ary has  occupied  that  field  of  labor  long  and  faithfully ;  but  notwith- 
standing all  that  has  been  done  by  the  government  and  good  men,  the 
ex|>erimcnt  has  measurably  failed.  Located  generally  on  large  tracts 
of  land,  separated  into  small  and  distinct  bands,  roaming  at  will  and 
wandering  m  idleness,  the  mass  of  these  tribes  are  in  a  degraded  state, 
with  no  hope  of  a  considerable  degree  of  reformation,  (even  with  such 
improvements  as  are  practicable  in  their  present  management,)  without 
a  change  of  residence.     Their  opinions,  habits,  customs  and  pursuits 
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which  present  an  almost  insurmountable  obstacle  to  their  change  from 
a  primitive  state,  6ncl  now  but  little  resistance ;  while  the  advice  of  the 
agent,  and  the  efforts  of  the  teacher  and  divine,  are  counteracted,  to  a 
very  great  extent,  by  influences  of  an  adverse  character,  and  which  it 
is  presumed  will  predominate  so  long  as  these  Indians  are  permitted  to 
remain  where  they  now  reside. 

The  acquisition  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  our  Pacific  possessions, 
and  the  vast  annual  emigration  which  passes  through  the  Indian  coun- 
try and  over  the  Indian  reservations,  on  its  journey  thither,  and  which 
was  not  anticipated  at  the  time  the  Indians  were  located  there,  render 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  they  be  placed  out  of  the  paths  of  the  emi- 
grants as  far  as  practicable.  The  interests  of  both  require  it.  In  the 
present  condition  of  the  Indian,  no  good  results  to  him  from  his  contact 
with  the  emigrant ;  while  the  latter  is  always  embarrassed  on  his  jour- 
ney and  frequently  injured  by  the  presence  of  the  former. 

Except  the  Wyandotts  and  Ottowas,  who  have  a  few  simple  laws, 
all  the  Indian  tribes  north  of  the  Cherokee  line  are  without  any  pre- 
scribed form  of  government.  The  Intercourse  act,  it  is  believed, 
extends  no  protection  to  the  emigrants ;  and  this  adventurous  and  valu- 
able class  of  our  people  is  therefore  unprotected  while  in  the  Indian 
country.  This  state  of  things  ought  not  to  exist.  The  Intercourse  act, 
if  amended,  and  its  provisions  extended  to  them,  would  still  be  inefli- 
cient,  if  not  a  dead  letter,  by  reason  of  the  great  distance  of  the  United 
States  oflScers  in  the  States  from  the  Indian  country.  In  my  judgment, 
the  interests  of  the  Indians  require  that  a  civil  government  be  immedi- 
ately organized  in  the  territory.  The  executive  of  the  territory  dis- 
charging, by  virtue  of  his  office,  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  and  having  a  direct  oversight  of  the  Indian  service  there,  would 
exercise  a  happy  influence,  not  only  on  the  border  tribes,  but  in  a  brief 
space  of  time  on  the  Indians  of  the  plains. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  30th  November,  1848,  the  then  Commit 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  suggested  the  policy  of  procuring  and  keeping 
open  portions  of  the  lands  west  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  lor  the  egress 
and  expansion  of  our  own  population;  and  the  same  measure  has  been 
urged  in  several  successive  annual  reports.  The  necessity  of  opening 
an  ample  western  outlet  for  our  rapidly-increasingpopulation,  seems  to 
have  been  clearly  foreseen  by  this  department.  Tne  negotiations  with 
the  Indians  who  will  have  to  be  disturbed,  and  the  arrangements  neces- 
sary for  their  peaceful  and  comfortable  re-location,  requiring  time  and 
deliberation,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  authority  and  means  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  were  not  given  more  in  advance  of  the 
exigency  which  has  occurred,  and  which  appears  to  require  proceed- 
ings of  a  more  precipitate  character  than  should  have  been  permitted 
to  become  necessary. 

Objections  may  be  urged  to  the  organization  of  a  civil  government 
in  the  Indian  country ;  but  those  that  cannot  be  overcome  are  not  to 
be  compared  to  the  advantages  which  will  flow  to  the  Indians  from 
such  a  measure,  with  treaties  to  conform  to  the  new  order  of  things,  and 
suitable  laws  for  their  protection. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  preparation  of  a  large  district  of  that  country 
for  settlement,  by  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  would  open  up,  in  a  most 
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desirable  locality,  homes  for  the  enterprising  and  hardy  pioneers  who 
are  ready  to  occupy  it,  and  by  their  energies  speedily  found  a  State, 
the  beneficial  influences  of  which,  from  its  position,  would  be  of  incal- 
culable advantage  to  the  Indian,  as  well  as  the  government  and  people 
of  the  United  States. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  sum  of  money  appropriated  by 
Congress  at  the  last  session  is  not  deemed  adequate,  in  view  of  the 
extent  and  magnitude  of  the  objects  contemplated ;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  a  further  appropriation  be  made  early  in  the  next  session 
for  the  purpose  of  treating  with  the  tribes  indicated  by  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  and  an  extension  of  that  authority,  so  that  treaties,  if 
deemed  necessary,  either  to  supply  the  emigrated  tribes  with  new 
homes,  or  otherwise,  may  be  made  with  the  other  Indians  in  what  is 
known  as  Nebraska.  These  treaties  can,  it  is  believed,  all  be  made  in 
the  months  of  April  and  May  next,  and  submitted  to  the  Senate  in 
ample  time  for  Congress  to  establish  a  civil  government  at  its  next 
session. 

As  stated  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  negotiations  with  the  Coman- 
dies,  Kioways,  and  other  Indians  on  the  Arkansas  river,  contemplated 
by  an  act  passed  at  the  preceding  session  of  Congress,  had  necessarily 
to  be  postponed  till  the  present  season.  At  a  suitable  period  last 
spring  they  were  confided  to  the  agent  in  that  quarter.  He  was  also 
oiarged  with  the  duty  of  procuring,  from  such  of  the  Indians  of  his 
agency  as  were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Fort  Laramie,  their  assent  to 
the  amendment  made  to  that  treaty  by  the  Senate;  whereby  the  sup- 
plies of  goods,  provisions  and  other  articles  of  necessity,  originally 
agreed  to  be  furnished  them  annually  for  a  period  of  fifty,  were  limited 
to  the  shorter  term  of  ten  years.  The  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last, 
making  the  appropriation  for  the  second  of  these  instalments,  provided 
that  the  same  should  not  be  paid  to  the  Indians  until  they  had  assented 
to  the  Senate's  amendment ;  and  the  agent  was  instructed  accordingly. 
The  report  of  this  officer,  herewith  transmitted,  evidences  the  satisfac- 
tory manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  important  duties  confided 
to  him  in  this  connection,  and  as  containing  highly  valuable  informa- 
tion touching  our  relations  with  the  prairie  and  mountain  tribes,  and 
grave  suggestions  relative  to  our  future  policy  in  reference  to  them, 
commends  itself  to  the  attention  and  consideration  of  all  who  may 
take  an  interest  in  the  future  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  our  Indian 
population. 

There  is  but  a  single  agent  for  all  the  Indians  of  the  Upper  Arkan- 
sas and  Platte  rivers,  and  the  immense  region  lying  between  them  and 
between  our  firontier  tribes  and  the  Rocky  mountains.  From  the  great 
eextent  of  this  agency,  the  numerous  Indians  within  it,  and  the  extreme 
distance  between  the  larger  bodies  of  them,  it  is  wholly  beyond  the 
power  of  one  person  to  manage,  whatever  may  be  his  qualifications. 
The  Indians  of  the  Arkansas,  consisting  of  the  northern  Comanches, 
Kioways,  and  others,  are  numerous,  mischievously  inclined,  and  infest 
the  direct  route  to  Santa  Fe.  Their  intercourse  with  the  Indians  of 
New  Mexico  is  of  decidedly  evil  tendency ;  and  they  either  take  part 
in  the  annual  predatory  expeditions  into  the  fi"ontier  provinces  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  or  are,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  agents  and 


H.   Doc.  1.  253 

instruments  through  which  those  engaged  in  these  lawless  forays  dis- 
pose of  their  ill-gotten  plunder.  For  the  purpose  of  exercising  some 
degree  of  influence  over,  and  as  far  as  possible  controlling  them,  a 
separate  agent,  located  in  their  vicinity,  is  indispensably  necessary. 
For  like  reasons,  and  for  the  better  protection  of  our  overland  emi- 
grants to  California  and  Oregon,  a  separate  agent  is  likewise  required 
for  the  Indians  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Platte  river.  I  therefore 
respectfully  renew  the  recommendation  of  a  former  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  that  this  agency  be  divided  and  another  agent  ap- 
pointed. 

Several  topics  of  interest  connected  with  the  semi-civilized  tribes  of 
tlie  southern  superintendency  are  deserving  of  special  notice.  During 
the  past  summer  several  of  them,  but  more  particularly  the  Cherokees 
and  Creeks,  sent  delegates  to  attend  a  general  council,  concerted  among 
themselves,  to  be  held  with  the  Comanches  and  other  wild  tribes  of  the 
prairies ;  the  object  of  which  was  to  compromise  apprehended  diffi- 
culties likely  to  arise  out  of  depredations  and  other  outrages  committed 
by  the  latter,  and  to  come  to  some  agreement  lor  the  establishment  of 
peaceful  relations  between  them  in  future.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
more  enlightened  tribes  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  endeavoring  to 
make  a  salutary  impression  upon  their  wilder  brethren,  by  fully  repre- 
senting to  them  their  relations  to  the  United  States,  our  power  to  chas- 
tise and  punish  them  for  their  aggressions,  and  the  consequent  necessity 
of  their  remaining  peaceable  and  friendly,  as  well  with  our  citizens  as 
with  other  tribes.  High  waters  and  other  unfavorable  cu'cumstances 
preventing  a  full  attendance  from  the  various  tribes  expected  to  be 
represented,  the  meeting  proved  too  insignificant  to  justify  an  expecta- 
tion of  any  very  flattering  results ;  yet  the  excellent  motive  by  which 
our  border  tribes  were  actuated  that  participated  in  this  movement 
entitles  them  to  the  commendation  of  the  government.  A  general 
council  of  this  kind,  and  for  like  objects,  under  the  immediate  auspices 
and  patronage  of  the  government,  is  highly  desirable,  and  I  respect- 
fully recommend  an  appUcation  to  Congress  for  a  small  appropriation 
for  the  purpose. 

The  Cherokees,  desirous  of  multiplying  their  already  numerous 
schools,  and  thus  to  diffuse  more  widely  and  more  rapidly  the  blessings 
of  education,  and  anxious  to  discharge  themselves  of  an  onerous  public 
debt — in  part  contracted,  it  is  believed,  for  the  above  object — mani- 
fested a  desire,  in  order  to  obtain  means  for  those  commendable  pur- 
poses, to  retrocede  to  the  government  the  tract  of  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  added  to  their  former  possessions  by  the  treaty  of 
New  Echota ;  but  the  delegation  from  tlie  tribe,  after  several  interviews 
with  the  department  last  spring,  withdrew  the  proposition.  It  is  sup- 
posed, however,  that  it  will  be  renewed  during  the  approaching  winter. 
This  tract,  which  projects  north  along  the  western  boundary  of  Mis- 
souri, lies  detached  from  their  country,  and  has  not  been  settled  by  them. 
It  is  not  probable  that  they  will  ever  have  use  for  it ;  their  other  lands 
heing  ample  for  all  their  purposes. 

Intelligence  has  recently  been  received  of  a  most  dastardly  and  inhu- 
P^an  outrage  perpetrated  in  the  Cherokee  nation ;  Andrew  and  Wash- 
i^^gton  Adair,  peaceable  and  unoflfending  citizens  of  the  nation,  having 
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been  deliberately  and  brutally  murdered  in  cold  blood  by  an  armed  mob 
of  Cherokees,  about  one  hundred  in  number.  It  having  been  reported 
that  these  lawless  persons,  reinforced  by  others,  meditated  still  further 
acts  of  violence  and  bloodshed,  which  it  was  feared  the  authorities  of  the 
nation,  unaided,  could  not  prevent,  there  appeared  to  be  imminent  dan- 
ger of  a  state  of  "  domestic  strife,"  requiring  the  interposition  of  the 
strong  arm  of  the  government,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1835-36  with  the  tribe.  As  a  measure  of 
precaution  it  was  therefore  deemed  proper  to  request  that  the  military 
iorce  on  that  frontier  be  placed  subject  to  the  requisition  of  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  there,  to  be  employed  if  requisite  in  protect- 
ing the  lives  and  property  of  Cherokees  that  might  be  in  danger,  and 
Sreventing  the  further  effusion  of  blood.  There  being,  however,  no 
isposition  of  interference,  unnecessarily,  in  the  domestic  afl&irs  of  the 
Cherokees,  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  such  a  proceeding; 
and  that  the  authorities  of  the  tribe  will  be  able  to  prevent  further  out- 
rage, and  to  bring  those  concerned  in  that  committed  to  a  just  punish- 
ment. 

I  deem  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  call  particular  attention  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  interesting  report  of  Superintendent  Drew  referring  to  the 
question  of  the  amenability  of  Indians  to  the  penalties  of  the  law  pro- 
hibiting the  introduction  or  sale  of  ardent  spirits  in  the  Indian  country; 
a  question  which  has  recently  caused  great  excitement  among  the 
Creeks,  and  may  lead  to  serious  difficulty.  This,  and  the  other  semi- 
civilized  tribes  on  that  frontier  within  his  superintendency,  have  adopted 
stringent  laws  upon  the  subject,  which  are  regularly  and  rigidly  en- 
forced against  their  own  people  guilty  of  the  offence;  while,  according 
to  judicial  interpretation  in  that  quarter,  they  are  also  amenable  under 
our  law.  Thus,  an  Indian,  though  he  may  have  been  severely  pun- 
ished by  his  tribe  for  introducing  or  disposing  of  liquor,  is  liable  to 
arrest  and  punishment  a  second  time  for  the  same  offence;  a  result 
certainly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  as  repugnant  to 
the  Indian  as  it  would  be  to  ourselves.  It  is  one  to  which  the  Creeks 
appear  determined  not  to  submit.  Individuals  of  their  nation,  seized 
by  the  United  States  marshal  last  summer,  were  rescued  by  them ;  and 
a  second  effort  of  that  officer  to  arrest  these  persons  has  led  to  great 
excitement.  A  considerable  number  have  banded  together  and  armed 
themselves  to  resist  the  attempt  at  all  hazards ;  and  in  case  of  failure, 
they  threaten  the  lives  of  those  of  their  chiefs  who  have  been  instru- 
mental and  active  in  the  adoption  and  enforcement  of  their  own  law. 
The  Superintendent,  deeming  it  prudent  to  interpose  for  the  stay  of  fiir- 
ther  proceedings  until  the  views  of  the  department  could  be  ODtainedi 
the  subject  was  recently  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

The  enforcement  against  Indians,  by  criminal  prosecution,  of  the 
law  to  prohibit  the  introduction  or  sale  of  liquor  in  the  Indian  country* 
is  believed  to  be  contrary,  not  only  to  the  intention  of  the  framers  of 
that  law,  but  also  to  the  principle,  uniformly  acted  on  in  resi)ect  to  all 
of  the  tribes,  of  as  little  direct  interference  as  possible  in  their  internal 
and  domestic  affairs.  Hence  offences,  and  other  matters  of  even  greater 
concern,  are  left  to  be  settled  entirely  by  themselves. 

By  the  second  and  third  articles  of  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians 
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of  November  23d,  1838,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  was 
stipulated  to  be  allowed  for  property  abandoned  and  lost  by  individuals 
of  the  tribe,  in  consequence  of  their  forced  and  compulsory  removal 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  amount 
was  to  be  furnished  in  stock  animals,  to  be  distributed  in  proportion  to 
the  loss  in  each  case,  as  set  forth  in  a  schedule  which  accompanied  the 
treaty.  The  remaining  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  were 
U)  be  invested  "  for  the  benefit  of  the  individuals  of  the  Creek  nation 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  article,"  so  as  to  secure  them  five  per  cent, 
annually.  By  the  fourth  article,  however,  this  fund,  at  the  end  of 
twenty-five  years  fi*om  the  date  of  the  treaty,  is  to  be  wrested  from  the 
individuals  to  whom  it  really  belongs,  and  given  to  the  nation  at  large. 
This  feature  of  the  treaty  has  long  excited  feelings  of  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction,  which  continue  to  increase  with  the  approach  of  the 
period  when  the  change  is  to  take  place.  Those  of  the  chiefs  living 
who  signed  the  treaty  assert  that  they  did  not  understand  this  pro- 
vision as  it  is,  and  deny  that  they  ever  assented  to  any  such  arrange- 
rtient ;  while  the  individuals  directly  interested  aver  that  they  will  never 
yield  their  right  to  the  fund.  It  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  regarded 
as  theirs  by  the  whole  tribe  ;  but  it  is  feared  such  will  not  be  the  feel- 
ing when  the  time  arrives  for  all  to  participate  in  it.  To  avoid  serious 
difficulty  that  may  then  arise,  the  chiefs  representing  the  claimants  and 
the  entire  tribe  have  made  a  strong  appeal  to  have  the  whole  amount 
paid  over  to  the  individuals  to  whom  it  belongs ;  and  it  is  highly  desi- 
rable that  this  be  done,  especially  as  the  interest — amounting,  in  manj^ 
cases,  to  but  a  few  cents — is  to  the  great  majority  of  them  of  no  benefit 
■whatever. 

The  poHtical  connexion  between  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws, 
established  through  the  agency  of  the  government,  by  the  convention  of 
1837,  under  which  the  Chickasaws  form  a  component  part  of  the 
Choctaw  nation,  and  are  subject  to  its  laws,  still  continues,  notwith- 
standing the  earnest  and  persevering  efforts  of  the  Chickasaws  to  in- 
duce the  Choctaws  to  consent  to  a  dissolution  thereof.  The  interests 
of  the  Chickasaws,  particularly  of  a  pecuniary  character,  are  materially 
variant  from  those  of  the  other  tribe,  and  they  are  naturally  anxious  to 
enjoy  the  satisfaction  and  advantages  of  a  separate  government  of  their 
own.  The  consummation  of  this  reasonable  desire  would,  without 
doubt,  have  a  decided  tendency  to  promote  their  advancement  and  per- 
manent prosperity.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the 
Choctaws,  to  whom  the  union  is  of  no  advantage  whatever,  still 
continue  indisposed  to  yield  to  the  natural  and  reasonable  wishes  of 
their  brethren,  and  those  of  the  government,  on  this  subject. 

The  earnest  efforts  of  the  department  to  effect  the  emigration  of  the 
Seminole  Indians  still  remaining  in  Florida,  under  arrangements  here- 
tofore fully  reported,  having  failed  of  complete  success,  they  have  again 
been  placed  in  charge  of  the  military  branch  of  the  service.  The  num- 
ber detached  from  Florida  and  removed  to  their  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  during  the  short  period  they  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  office,  was  thirty-six. 

'J'he  three  small  tribes  of  Senecas,  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  Qua- 
paws,  are  extending  their  agricultural  improvements.    Members  of 
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all  these  tribes  apply  themselves  to  cultivating  the  soil,  but  the  Senecaa 
and  Senecas  and  Shavvnees  are  the  most  thrifty.  They  will  realize 
from  their  crops  of  the  past  year  of  grain,  vegetables,  &c.,  a  suffi- 
ciency for  their  own  consumption  during  this  winter  and  some  for  sale. 
Most  of  them  have  large  stocks  of  cattle,  horses,  and  hogs,  for  which  a 
ready  market  is  found  within  their  nation.  The  Quapaws  are  a  harm- 
less, inoffensive  people,  but,  with  few  exceptions,  mdolent.  Those 
who  are  industrious  and  labor  oh  the  farm  reap  a  rich  harvest  for  their 
toil,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  aid  their  indolent  brethren.  The  Senecas 
and  Senecas  and  Shawnees  are  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  schools 
in  their  country.  The  Quapaws'  school  fund  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Osage  manual  labor  school,  where  the  children  of  the  Quapaws  are 
educated.  The  Osages — those  who  are  adults — are  reported  by  their 
agent  as  wild  and  untamable,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  induce 
them  to  change  their  habits  of  living.  They  go  twice  a  j'^ear  out  on 
the  grand  prairies,  some  six  or  eight  hundred  miles,  in  the  pursuit  of 
buffalo,  deer,  and  antelope,  and  trade  with  the  wild  Indians  of  the  north 
and  northwest.  • 

As  a  measure  of  economy  and  greater  convenience,  the  headquarters 
of  the  superintendent  for  this  district  have  been  removed  from  Van 
Buren  to  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  where,  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  accommodations  for  his  office  will  be  afforded  in  one  of  the 
public  buildings  connected  with  the  military  post  at  that  place,  and 
where,  also,  adequate  protection  for  the  large  amounts  of  public  moneyj 
at  times  in  the  custody  of  the  superintendent,  may  be  had  from  the 
military.  The  clerkship  of  this,  as  well  as  that  of  the  northern  super- 
intendency,  has  been  discontinued. 

The  removal  from  Texas  of  the  various  bands  of  Indians  belonging 
to  tribes  on  the  frontiers  of  our  western  States,  who,  contrary  to  their 
treaty  obligations,  have  for  some  time  been  settled  in  different  localities 
in  that  State,  has  been  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  consummated,  as  provided 
by  the  act  of  August,  1852,  appropriating  $26,000  for  the  purpose.  It 
will  for  some  time,  however,  require  constant  watchfulness  on  the  part 
of  the  agents  of  their  respective  tribes,  as  well  as  of  the  military  at  the 
posts  in  their  vicinity  and  in  Texas,  to  prevent  their  return. 

In  regard  to  the  Indians  properly  belonging  to  this  State,  and  those 
generally  within  our  newly-acquired  and  remote  possessions,  there  is, 
m  my  judgment,  but  one  plan  by  which  they  can  be  saved  from  dire 
calamities,  if  not  entire  extermination,  and  that  is,  to  colonize  them  in 
suitable  locations,  limited  in  extent,  and  distant  as  possible  from  the 
white  settlements,  and  to  teach  and  aid  them  to  devote  themselves  to 
the  cultivatiQn  of  the  soil  and  the  raising  of  stock.  This  plan  would 
be  attended  with  considerable  cost  in  the  outset,  as  will  any  other  that 
can  be  suggested  for  their  safety  and  permanent  welfare ;  but  the  ex- 
penses would  diminish  from  year  to  year,  and  in  the  end  it  would,  I 
am  confident,  be  much  the  most  economical  that  can  be  devised. 
Thus  far  we  haVe  adopted  no  particular  or  systematic  course  of  policy 
in  regard  to  any  of  these  Indians  except  those  in  California.  They 
have  been  left  to  roam  over  immense  districts  of  country,  frequently 
coming  into  hostile  collision  with  our  citizens,  and  committing  depreda- 
tions and  outrages  upon  them,  as  well  as  upon  those  of  a  neighboring 
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republic.  The  pursuits  of  the  chase  no  longer  affording  them  an  ade- 
quate subsistence,  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  scarcity  of  the 
game,  necessity  alone  must  often  force  them  into  these  aggressions  upon 
the  whites  for  the  mere  purpose  of  obtaining  necessary  food.  Failing 
to  restrain  and  control  them,  we  are  obligated  and  bound,  by  every 
principle  of  right  and  justice,  to  indemnify  those  who  suffer  from  their 
depredations.  The  present  condition  of  things  continuing,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  amounts  which  will  be  required  to  pay  for  such 
depredations,  added  to  the  cost  of  maintaining,  at  great  expense,  an 
otherwise  unnecessarily  large  military  force  in  the  distant  territories 
(Kcupied  by  these  Indians,  would  far  more  than  suffice,  even  for  the 
first  few  and  most  expensive  years  of  the  system,  for  the  whole  cost  of 
concentrating  and  sustaining  the  Indians  in  the  manner  suggested.  As 
the  only  apparent  practicable  and  humane  arrangement,  calculated  to 
remedy  existing  evils  and  to  prevent  future  calamity  to  these  people,  I 
feel  constrained  to  give  it  my  earnest  recommendation.  It  has  already 
been  in  part  sanctioned  in  regard  to  the  Indians  in  California,  and  during 
the  present  year  it  has  been  tried  with  a  portion  of  those  in  New  Mex- 
ico, with  an  encouraging  degree  of  success.  Indeed,  the  history  and 
condition  of  the  Pueblo  Indians  amply  attest  its  entire  practicability. 
It  is  strongly  recommended  for  the  Indians  in  Texas  by  our  experienced 
and  efficient  principal  agent  there,  who  states  that  he  has  consulted 
them  upon  the  subject;  that  some  are  anxious  for  the  adoption  of  such 
a  sj'steni ;  and  that  all  would  gladly  yield  and  submit  to  it.  He  indi- 
cates particular  districts  of  country  as  suitable  for  fixed  locations  for 
them,  and  furnishes  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  concentrating  and  main- 
taining them  for  the  first  year,  as  follows : 

1st.  Southern  Comanches :  for  subsistence,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, seeds,  wagons  and  oxen,  stock  cattle,  blacksmith 
work,  and  contingent  expenses $28,810 

2d.  lonies,  Ana-dah-kas,  Wacoes,  Tah-wah-carros,  and  Wicb- 
etas,  the  same 28,810 

3d.  Ton-ka-hues,  Lipans,  and  Musaleros,  the  same 28,810 

In  all $86,430 


The  districts  designated  by  the  agent  are  within  the  boundaries  of 
Texas,  but  remote  from  any  of  the  settlements,  and  presenting  but  little 
inducement  for  a  white  population.  It  would  be  essential  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  plan,  however,  that  the  United  States  be  invested  with 
exclusive  jurisdiction  and  supreme  control  over  the  reservations,  in 
order  effectually  to  protect  the  ^pdians  from  unlawful  intrusions,  to 
guard  against  improper  intercourse  between  them  and  the  whites,  and, 
especially,  to  prevent  the  introduction  into  their  midst  of  that  curse  of 
their  race,  arclent  spirits. 

But  few  outrages  of  an  aggravated  character  have  been  reported  as 
having  occurred  among  the  Indians  in  New  Mexico  since  the  last  an- 
nual report.  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  season,  the  late  governor 
and  superintendent  of  Indian  aflfeirs  there  formed  the  project  of  remov- 
ing all  the  Indians  that  were  within  that  part  of  the  territory  extending 
VI 
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from  lis  southern  and  eastern  boundary  to  the  Arkansas  on  the  north, 
and  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  west,  and  colonizing  them,  in  suitable  loca- 
tions, on  the  west  side  of  the  last  named  river.  Such  of  them  as  were 
consulted  upon  the  subject  readily  assented  to  the  proposition,  and  a 
small  portion  were  removed  accordingly,  and  arrangements  made  for 
furnishing  them  with  a  limited  supply  of  subsistence,  until  the  crops 
which  were  planted  for  their  benefat  could  mature.  They  remained 
quiet  and  peaceable,  and  manifested  a  proper  disposition  to  aid  and 
assist  in  the  agricultural  labor.  But  no  such  enterprise  having  been 
sanctioned  by  Congress  or  the  Executive,  and  the  very  limited  means 
provided  for  the  Indian  service  in  the  territory  being  entirely  inade- 
quate, this  office  felt  constrained  to  order  a  suspension  of  further  pro- 
ceedings until  the  whole  subject  could  be  fully  considered,  the  best 
course  of  permanent  policy  determined,  and  the  means  necessary  to 
carry  it  out  provided.  The  present  governor  and  superintendent  sug- 
gests and  recommends  a  different  arrangement — that  cessions  be  ob- 
tained from  all  the  Indians  in  the  teiritory  of  their  lands  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  while  settlements,  and  annuities  in  money  allowed  them  therefor, 
out  of  which  pnyment  shall  regularly  be  made  for  all  the  depredations 
which  the  Indians  may  commit.  He  thinks  that  this  plan  would  be 
the  most  economical,  and  that  the  constant  liability  to  this  tax  upon 
their  annuities  would  restrain  the  Indians  from  the  perpetration  of  their 
usual  outrages  upon  our  citizens.  To  such  an  arrangement,  however 
there  are  grave  objections. 

Paying  for  depredations  committed  by  Indians  out  of  their  annuities, 
instead  of  operating  as  a  check  upon  them,  serves,  wilh  the  viciously 
inclined,  rather  as  an  incentive  to  the  practice.  The  criminal  alone  is 
not  made  to  pay  the  penalty,  as,  in  all  cases  of  any  consequence,  his 

ijroportion  of  the  annuity  is  wholly  inadequate  for  that  purpose.  The 
OSS  fulls  upon  the  whole  tribe  in  common — the  innocent  and  well-dis- 
posed being  made  to  suffer  equally  with  the  guilty ;  the  latter  reaps 
all  the  advantage  of  his  crime,  and  pays  only  an  inconsiderable  pro- 
rata part  of  the  compensation  made.  Nor  do  the  Indians  feel  the  effect 
of  the  penalty  at  the  time  of  the  perpetration  of  the  offence,  when,  if  at 
all,  it  would  be  best  calculated  to  make  a  salutary  impression.  The 
payment  is  made  by  the  government  for  the  depredation  out  of  their  an- 
nuities, but  they  do  not  realize  the  fact  until  their  funds  are  distributed — 
months,  probably,  after  the  offence — which  being  then  forgotten  or 
but  little  thought  of,  the  deduction  from  their  funds  is  regarded  as  an 
act  of  hardship  and  injustice. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  appropriation  of  8250,000  was 
made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  removing  the  Indians  in  California  to 
"five  military  reservations,"  of  not  more  than  twenty-five  thousand 
acres  each,  and  subsisting  them  there,  should  the  President  of  the  United 
States  approve  this  plan  of  operations.  It  having  received  his  sanction, 
suitable  instructions  for  carrying  it  into  effect  were  promptly  issued  to 
the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  that  State,  then  in  this  city ;  but 
in  consequence  of  the  length  of  time  unfortunately  consumed  in  his 
overland  journey,  the  requisite  initiatory  measures  for  that  purpose 
have  been  somewhat  delayed.  Reports  upon  the  subject  have  only 
been  recently  received  fix)m  him,  copies  of  which  are  appended.    I 
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regret  lo  say  thai  these  reports  make  known  a  state  of  things  much  less 
favorable,  with  respect  to  the  practicability,  expense,  and  probable  suc- 
cess of  this  plan  of  operations,  than  was  anticipated  from  the  inlbrmation 
?ossessed  when  it  was  authorized  by  Congress  and  sanctioned  by  the 
resident.  It  appears  that  suitable  locations  cannot  be  found  or  can- 
not properly  be  made  in  North  California  for  the  Indians  in  that  quarter. 
Their  removal  and  colonization  will,  therefore,  it  is  apprehended,  be 
attended  with  greater  difficulty  and  expense  than  was  expected.  And 
instead  of  there  being  ample  territory  lor  the  j)urpose  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  as  was  supposed,  it  also  seems  that,  in  the  only  sections 
of  country  proper  for  the  location  of  the  Indians,  we  may  te  compelled, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  reservations,  to  incur  considerable  ex- 

J)ense  in  making  extensive  purchases  of  existing  claims  to  the  lands, 
bunded  upon  pre-emption  rights  and  Spanish  and  Mexican  grants. 
Considering  the  difficulty  now  encountered  in  finding  suitable  locations, 
the  wonderful  growth  of  the  State,  and  the  consequent  rapidly-increasing 
necessity  for  agricultural  lands,  I  am  impressed  with  the  painful  appre* 
hension  that  long  before  the  Indians  can  be  domesticated  and  fitted  to 
become  a  constituent  part  of  the  permanent  population  of  the  State, 
they  must  necessarily  again  be  encroached  upon  and  ousted  from  their 
reservations.  The  superintendent  reports,  that  under  the  counsel  and 
advice  of  the  congressional  representatives  of  the  State  he  shall  pro- 
ceed to  purchase  the  individual  rights  to  lands  embraced  in  the  reserva- 
tions, subject  to  ratification  by  Congress ;  and  it  also  appears  that,  in 
addition  to  subsistence,  he  is  making  arrangements  to  supply  the  Indi- 
ans with  stock,  agricultural  implements,  seeds,  and  other  means  of 
self-support  and  improvement.  These  proceedings  are  not  warranted 
either  by  the  law  or  his  instructions,  but  are  in  contravention  of  both, 
though  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  plan,  in  being  restricted  by  the 
law  to  the  mere  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  is  radically 
defective.  Considerations  of  economy  and  philanthropy — the  interests 
of  the  government,  as  well  as  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  Indians — 
equally  and  ahke  require  that  the  plan  be  so  enlarged  as  to  provide  all 
the  essential  means  and  instrumentalities  of  improving,  civilizing,  and 
making  them  a  self-sustaining  people. 

In  conformity  with  a  proviso  in  the  law,  the  three  agencies  in  Cali- 
fornia have  been  abolished,  leaving  the  superintendent  only  to  manage 
and  control  the  hundred  thousand  Indians  in  that  State.  However 
active  and  energetic  he  may  be,  the  utter  impracticability  of  his  being 
able,  unaided  and  alone,  to  discharge  even  a  material  part  of  the  nu- 
merous and  complex  duties  towards  the  Indians  and  the  government, 
necessarily  incident  to  the  new  system  of  operations,  must  be  too 
manifest  to  need  the  least  argument. 

It  is  understood  that  an  important  feature  of  the  plan,  as  originally 
piDJected,  was  the  substitution  for  the  three  principal  agents,  who  have 
been  discharged,  of  five  sub  or  minor  agents— one  f()r  each  reservation ; 
and  the  superintendent  reports  that  it  is  essential  to  the  success  of  the 
scheme  that  they  be  provided. 

As  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  our  relations  with  the  Indians  in  Utah 
and  Oregon  remain  in  a  very  unsettled  and  precarious  condition,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  constsuit  and  unavoidable  encroachments  upon  their  ter- 
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ritories  by  the  whites,  and  no  provision  being  made  for  indemnifying 
and  placing  them  beyond  the  reach  of  the  injuries  thus  inflicted.  Al- 
ready have  diBBculties  of  a  serious  character,  resulting  in  bloodshed  and 
loss  of  the  Uves  of  valuable  citizens,  taken  place.  Indeed,  hostilities 
with  the  Indians  in  all  these  sections  of  country  may  be  said  to  be 
constantly  impending,  the  occurrence  of  which  in  either  would,  in  all 
probability,  involve  an  amount  of  expense  far  exceeding  the  cost  of 
arrangements  that  would  secure  peace  and  tranquillity  witn  the  various 
tribes,  and  at  the  same  lime  tend  to  promote  their  domestication  and 
permanent  welfare. 

In  view,  however,  of  the  uncertainty  necessarily  attending  all  spec- 
ulations upon  the  question  of  the  proper  course  of  policy  to  be  pursued 
towards  the  Indians  in  our  remote  territories,  and  the  impossibility  of 
forming  conclusions  of  a  reliable  character  from  the  diverse,  varying, 
and  often  contradictory  suggestions  and  recommendations  of  the  differ- 
ent agents  and  others,  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  as  a  wise  and  pru- 
dent precaution,  that  commissioners — able,  impartial,  upright,  and 
practical  men — be  appointed,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  proceed  to  Texas, 
California,  and  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Oregon,  and 
Washington,  for  the  pui*pose  of  investigating  the  whole  subject  of  our 
Indian  relations  there,  and  of  negotiating  and  recommending  such  con- 
ventional and  other  arrangements  as  may  be  required  to  place  them 
upon  a  safe,  stable,  and  satisfactory  footing. 

The  numerous  claims  for  Indian  depredations  from  nearly  all  sections 
of  the  country  where  there  is  intercourse  and  proximity  between  the 
whites  and  Indians,  are  a  source  of  great  perplexity  and  embarrass- 
ment. The  act  of  June  30,  1834,  "to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  firontiers,*'  guaran- 
tees indemnity  for  such  depredations  upon  the  property  of  our  citizens 
committed  by  tribes  in  amity  with  the  United  States ;  and  provides 
that  they  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the  annuities  of  the  Indians,  if  they 
receive  any,  otherwise  out  of  the  treasury.  The  requisite  authority  to 
adjudicate  and  pay  the  latter  class  of  claims,  in  Uke  manner  with  other 
recognised  obligations,  has  never  been  given  ;  while,  in  respect  to  the 
former,  the  power  to  pay  them  out  of  the  annuities  is  virtually  abro- 
gated by  provisions  contained  in  acts  making  appropriations  for  the  In- 
dian department,  passed  at  the  last  two  sessions  of  Congress ;  requir- 
ing, as  they  do,  all  annuities  and  other  Indian  moneys  to  be  paid 
directly  to  the  Indian  or  Indians  to  whom  they  are  due  per  capita, 
and  without  deduction  for  any  purpose  whatever,  "  unless  the  imperi- 
ous mterest  of  the  Indian  or  Indians,  or  some  treaty  stipulation,  shall 
require  the  payment  to  be  made  otherwise,  under  the  special  direction 
of  the  President."  Compensation  for  depredations  not  being  required  by 
treaty  stipulation,  nor  by  any  imperious  interest  of  the  Indians,  payment 
of  this  latter  class  of  claims  must,  therefore,  also  fall  upon  the  treasjury; 
and  appropriations  should  be  made  by  Congress  to  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  fulfil  these  just  and  recognised  obligations  towards  our  frontier 
citizens,  who  are  so  liable  to  suffer  from  such  depredations. 

The  results  of  long  and  ample  experience  conclusively  prove  tha> 
tlie  money-annuity  system  has  done  as  much,  if  not  more,  to  cripple 
and  thwart  the  efforts  of  the  government  to  domesticate  and  civilize  our 
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Indian  tribes,  than  any  other  of  the  many  serous  obstacles  with  which 
we  have  had  to  contend.  As  a  principle,  applicable  with  but  occa- 
sional exceptions  so  long  as  an  Indian  remains  in  expectation  of  money 
from  the  government,  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  induce  him  to  take  the 
first  step  towards  civilization,  which  step  is  to  settle  himself  in  a  fixed 
habitation  and  commence  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  However  inade- 
quate the  pittance  he  may  be  entitled  to  receive,  he  continues  to  look 
forward  to  it  in  the  vague  expectation  of  its  sufficiency ;  and  lives  on 
fi-om  year  to  year  an  idle  and  dependent  being,  and  dies  miserably  as 
he  had  lived  Whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  consideration  allowed 
for  lands  hereafter  ceded  to  the  government  by  an  undomesticated  tribe, 
it  should  consist  chiefly  of  goods,  subsistence,  agricultural  implements, 
and  assistance,  stock  animals,  and  the  means  of  mental,  moral,  and 
industrial  education  and  training.  Let  tliis  principle  be  adopted  with 
all  the  tribes,  wherever  located,  to  whom  we  have  not  set  the  pernicious 
precedent  of  payments  in  money,  and  thus  freed  from  the  injurious 
effects  of  money  annuities,  they  will  present  a  more  favorable  field  for 
the  efforts  of  the  philanthropist  and  Christian. 

The  present  license  system,  by  which,  under  the  Intercourse  act, 
trade  is  regulated  among  the  Indian  tribes,  is  defective ;  and,  as  admin- 
istered for  many  years,  it  has  become  an  evil  of  magnitude.  The 
whole  trade  of  the  Indian  tribes  is  thrown  into  a  few  hands — a  monop- 
oly is  built  up,  and  an  interest  fostered,  which  from  the  very  nature  of 
things  becomes  formidable,  and  is  liable  to  be  wielded  against  the  views 
and  wishes  of  the  government,  and  the  true  interest  of  the  Indians. 

The  conversion  of  the  debts  due  by  individual  Indians  to  their  traders 
into  what  is  known  or  denominated  as  "National  Debts,"  and  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  annuities  for  their  paj'^ment,  is  unjust  to  all  the  Indi- 
ans who  pay  their  obligations,  and  who  are  endeavoriug  by  their  own 
application  and  labor  to  sustain  themselves,  and  is  the  fruitful  source 
of  corruption  and  fraud,  and  should  meet  with  no  favor  from  the  officers 
of  the  government. 

There  is  no  absolute  necessity  for  the  employment  by  Indian  tribes 
of  attorneys  or  agents  to  attend  to  their  business  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. In  the  dependent  condition  of  the  Indians,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
government,  as  their  guardian,  to  cause  all  matters  of  a  business  char- 
acter with  thein  to  be  so  conducted  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  the 
intervention  of  this  class  of  persons. 

The  act,  approved  June  30, 1834,  "to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontier,"  requires 
important  modification  to  make  its  provisions  applicable  to  the  existing 
condition  of  Indian  relations.  Nearly  twenty  years  have  elapsed  since 
its  adoption,  and  the  consequent  natural  changes  within  this  period  ren- 
der it  necessary  that  additional  legislation  should  be  had  to  conform  to 
the  present  and  anticipated  state  of  our  Indian  affairs.  Defects  are 
found  to  exist  in  several  sections  of  the  act  which  would  render  them 
inoperative  in  cases  where  the  law  is  violated.  A  new  code  of  regu- 
lations is  greatly  needed  for  this  branch  of  the  public  service.  That 
now  in  force  was  adopted  manj  years  since,  and,  in  mnny  particulars, 
has  become  obsolete  or  inapplicable,  especially  in  our  new  and  distant 
territories.    The  regulations  now  existing  are  based  upon  laws  in  force 
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respecting  Indian  affairs,  and  the  President  has  authority,  under  the  act 
of  June  30,  1834,  providing  for  the  organization  of  the  department  of 
Indian  Affairs,  to  prescribe  such  rules  as  he  may  think  fit  for  carrying 
into  effect  its  provisions. 

The  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses  of  our  remote  Indian 
service,  for  the  present  year,  being  far  short  of  the  sums  estimated 
therefor,  and  entirely  inadequate,  deficiencies,  probably  to  full  the 
amount  of  the  reductions  made  in  the  estimates  by  Congress,  will  have 
to  be  provided  for  at  tJie  next  session  of  that  body. 

The  traffic  in  ardent  spirits  with  the  Indians,  to  whom  it  is  so  de- 
moralizing and  ruinous,  still  actively  and  extensively  prevails;  less 
however  within  the  confines  of  the  Indian  country,  it  is  believed,  than 
along  its  borders,  where  there  is  no  law,  and  no  power  on  the  part  of 
the  general  government  to  restrain  it.  This  traffic  is  here  earned  on 
with  impunity  by  a  set  of  lawless  harpies,  as  reckless  as  they  are  mer- 
ciless in  pursuit  of  the  ill-gotten  gains  to  be  thereby  acquired.  Some 
years  since  a  strong  appeal  was  made  by  the  head  of  this  department 
to  the  authorities  of  several  of  the  frontier  States,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
deavoring to  procure  such  legislation  on  the  part  of  those  States  as 
would  tend  to  uproot  this  widespread  evil,  but  without  success.  Hence 
it  still  flourishes  in  violation  of  all  law,  human  and  divine ;  the  fruitful 
source  of  crime  and  untold  misery,  and  the  frequent  cause  of  serious 
brawls  and  disturbances  upon  the  frontiers,  as  well  as  within  the  Indian 
country.  It  having  been  found  that  the  Indians,  on  the  faith  of  their 
annuities,  frequently  obtain  liquor  on  credit  from  the  class  of  persons 
referred  to,  and  that  they  collect  these  "  whisky  debts"  at  the  annuity 
payments,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  licensed  and  legitimate  traders  among 
the  Indians,  it  is  intended  hereafter,  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep  such 
persons  out  of  the  Indian  country  entirely,  and  especially  at  the  time 
of  the  payments. 

As  among  the  best  of  the  many  recommendations  made  of  late  years 
for  the  correction  of  evils  connected  with  our  Indian  system,  I  would 
call  attention  to  that  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  last  year,  in  favor 
of  the  substitution  of  new  treaties  for  the  heterogeneous  mass  now  ex- 
isting, and  which,  in  many  respects,  are  found  to  be  crude,  inharmoni- 
ous, and  often  contradictory.  This  measure  might  be  made  the  means 
of  simplifying  our  relations  with  the  various  tribes  with  which  we  have 
treaty  stipulations;  of  insuring  a  more  judicious  and  beneficial  applica- 
tion of  their  funds,  and  of  promoting  economy  in  the  administration  of 
our  Indian  affairs. 

The  preparation  of  the  fourth  volume  of  the  work  on  the  history,  con- 
dition, and  prospects  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  United  States,  is  nearly 
completed,  and  it  will  be  published  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

The  whole  amount  payable  and  to  be  expended  for  ana  on  account 
of  the  Indian  service,  tne  present  fiscal  year,  is  $1,015,735  50. 

Of  which  $532,907  81  is  for  money  annuities; 

136,676  50  for  goods  and  provisions ; 
61,961  89  for  educational  purposes  ; 
94,3 18  80  for  agricultural  and  mechanical  assistance ;  and 
189,870  50  for  other  miscellaneous  purposes  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Indians. 
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In  the  annual  report  of  last  year  the  fact  was  referred  to  that  stipula- 
tions in  various  Indian  treaties  requiring  large  amounts  to  be  invested  in 
safe  and  profitable  stocks,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  have  nevor  been 
carried  out;  the  United  States  having  retained  the  principal  and  paid 
the  interest  thereon  from  the  treasuiy  from  year  to  year.  The  obligadon 
and  the  advantage  to  the  United  States  of  making  these  investments,  as 
provided  for  by  the  several  treaties,  were  fally  set  forth,  and  appropri- 
ations for  that  purpose  recommended.  It  was  also  suggested,  lor  rea- 
sons cogently  stated,  as  being  advisable  to  invest  in  like  manner  the 
considerable  amounts  funded,  or  "hield  in  trust"  for  Indians  by  the 
United  States,  and  on  which  an  annual  interest  is  paid  from  the  trea- 
sury;  as  well  as  such  sums  as  would  produce  the  amounts  of  the  "per- 
manent annuities"  and  other  permanent  annual  dues  paid  to  and  ex- 
pended for  various  tribes.  The  several  amounts  to  be  thus  invested, 
should  the  suggestion  be  approved,  are  as  follows,  viz : 

1st.  Amount  required  by  treaty  stipulations  to  be  in- 
vested in  stocks,  but  which  has  not  been $2,390,600  00 

2d.  Amount  funded  or  "held  in  trust,"  and  interest  paid 

thereon  by  the  United  States 4,344,000  00 

8d.  Principal  at  5  per  cent,  of  "permanent  annuities" 
and  other  permanent  dues  paia  to  and  expended  an- 
nually for  various  tribes 2,825,000  00 

$9,565,600  00 

The  judicious  investment  of  this  large  sum,  while  in  no  case  preju- 
dicial to  the  interests  of  the  Indians  concerned,  and  capable  o^  being 
made,  to  some  extent,  beneficial  to  them,  would  be  attended  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  United  States — ^first,  in  absorbing  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  present  large  and  useless  surplus  of  funds  accumulated- in  the 
treasury  ;  and,  second,  in  relieving  the  government  from  the  payment 
of  the  immense  sums  which  the  annual  interest  and  payments  on  the 
above-stated  principals  must  eventually  amount  to — the  interest  equal- 
ling the  principal  every  twenty  years.  Nor  would  this  measure  be 
witnout  advantage  to  the  States  whose  stocks  might  be  selected,  and 
to  the  community  generally,  diffusing,  as  it  would,  a  considerable  sum 
throughout  the  country,  and  keeping  at  home  valuable  means  of  invest- 
ment, as  well  as  the  interest  thereon,  which  might  otherwise  have  to 
be  sent  abroad. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  "the  act  to 
establish  the  Territorial  government  of  Washington,"  approved  March 
2,  1853,  makes  no  provision  for  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents  within 
that  territory.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  omission  should  be  supplied 
by  Congress  as  early  as  practicable  during  the  next  session. 

The  governor  and  ex-officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  this 
Territory  having  been  chargea  by  the  Secretary  of  War  with  the 
exploration  and  survey  of  a  northern  route  for  the  proposed  railroad  to 
the  Pacific,  was  directed  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunities  thus  at- 
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forded  to  acquaint  the  department,  as  fully  as  possible,  with  the  con- 
dition of  Indian  affairs  in  that  quarter.  To  his  letters,  which  have  been 
written  from  time  to  time  while  en  route,  you  are  respectfully  referred, 
as  not  only  affording  important  information,  but  as  containing  many 
valuable  suggestions  and  recommendations  with  regard  to  the  future 
policy  of  the  government  relative  to  those  Indian  tribes  with  whom  he 
nashad  communication. 

On  the  important  and  deeply  interesting  subject  of  the  civilization 
and  improvement  of  our  Indians,  I  have  but  little  to  say  ;  less,  doubt- 
less, than  may  be  expected,  considering  the  flattering  accounts  of  the 
"rapid  improvement"  and  "rapid  advancement  in  civilization"  of  the 
various  frontier  tribes  generally,  contained  in  the  reports  on  the  sub- 
ject of  their  condition  and  prospects.  Judging  from  these  in  past 
years,  most  of  the  tribes  that  have  been  under  our  immediate  supervi- 
sion, for  considerable  periods,  should  by  this  time  have  attained  to  an 
advanced  state  of  civilization  and  improvement ;  but,  unhappily,  this 
is  not  the  case  with  any ;  yet,  that  many  have  made  an  encouraging 
degree  of  progress,  in  acquiring  the  elements  of  a  rude  civilization,  can- 
not be  denied.  The  circumstance  of  their  having  abandoned  the  hun- 
ter state,  with  most  of  its  wild  habits  and  characteristics,  and  adopted 
the  more  peaceful  and  profitable  pursuit  of  agriculture,  is,  of  itself,  a 
great  and  important  step  in  the  tedious  process  of  their  civilization. 
And,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  resources  available  for  that  purpose,  eveiy 
favorable  opportunity  has  been  seized  upon  by  the  government,  and  by 
most  of  the  Christian  denominations  throughout  the  land,  to  introduce 
and  muhiply  amongst  them  the  means  and  instrumentalities  of  educa- 
tion and  moral  and  social  elevation. 

Much  has  certainly  been  effected,  but  far  more  remains  yet  to  be 
done,  to  secure  and  accomplish  the  full  and  complete  regeneration  of 
this  singular  but  interesting  race  within  our  borders ;  but  the  object 
is  a  noble  one,  and  in  all  respects  deserving  of  the  attention  and  en- 
ergies of  the  government  and  of  a  great  Christian  people. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  MANYPENNY, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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No.  1. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington,  August  18,  1853. 

Sir:  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  having  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  approved  3d  March,  1853,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment, and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes, 
for  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,"  authorized  the  President  of  the  United  States  "to  enter  into  ne- 
f;otiation  with  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and 
owa,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  assent  of  said  tribes  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  lands  claimed  by 
said  Indians,  and  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  title  of  said  tribes, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  to  said  lands,"  you  have  been  designated  by  the 
President,  in  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  third  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  approved  27th  February,  1851,  as  the  officer  of 
the  Indian  department  to  conduct  those  negotiations. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  much  good  will  result  from  a  prelimina- 
ry visit  among  the  Indians,  and  an  exploration  of  the  country  in  ques- 
tion; and  for  this  purpose,  and  with  a  view  to  obtain  all  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  the  preparation  of  full  and  detailed  instructions  as  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  treaties  to  be  made,  you  are  requested 
to  proceed  at  once  to  the  Indian  country  and  discharge  this  preliminary 
duty. 

Should  you  deem  it  expedient  and  proper,  however,  to  enter  into  any 
negotiations  with  the  tribes  in  question,  or  either  of  them,  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  their  title  to  the  lands  now  claimed  by  them,  or  for  secur- 
ing their  assent  to  their  settlement  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  you 
are  fully  authorized,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  aided  by  3'our 
experience  in  the  management  of  our  Indian  relations,  to  do  so. 

You  will  be  allowed  such  reasonable  expenses  as  you  may  be  sub- 
jected to  in  the  execution  of  this  appointment,  of  which  you  will  keep 
an  account,  and  to  defray  which,  and  for  such  presents  to  the  Indians 
as  you  may  deem  necessary  and  proper,  you  are  authorized  to  draw 
upon  the  department  for  such  portions  of  the  appropriation  of  3d  March 
last  as  may  be  required. 

I  have  this  day  requested  the  Secretary  of  War  to  give  orders  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  military  posts  on  your  route  to  provide  you 
with  suitable  escorts,  should  you  require  any,  and  doubt  not  that  he 
will  do  so. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  affi>rded 
by  this  visit  among  the  Indians  to  mform  yourself,  as  fuUy  as  possible, 
in  respect  to  any  matters  in  which  the  United  States  or  the  Indians 
are  interested,  about  which  any  difficulties  are  known  to  exist 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  McClelland,  Secretary. 

Col.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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No.  2. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs^  November  9,  1853. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  18th  of  August  last,  informing  me  that  the  President  had 
designated  me  as  the  officer  of  the  Indian  department  to  whom  was 
entrusted  the  duty  of  conducting  the  negotiations  with  the  Indian  tribes 
west  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  authorized  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1853,  I  immediately 
left  Washington,  and  repaired  to  the  Indian  country,  to  discharge  the 
preliminary  duties  embraced  in  my  instructions,  and  now  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  report,  that  I  entered  the  Indian  country  on  the  2d  of 
September,  and  left  it  on  the  11th  of  October,  having  occupied  the  in- 
tervening time  in  visiting  and  talking  with  various  tribes,  and  in  obtain- 
ing from  all  sources  of  credit  within  my  reach  such  information  as 
might  be  useful  and  necessary  in  forming  the  basis  of  the  treaties  con- 
templated by  the  act  of  Congress. 

As  I  approached  the  borders  of  the  Indian  country,  I  found  some  of 
the  people  discussing  with  considerable  warmth,  in  the  press  and  other- 
wise, the  question  whether  that  country  was  not  then  open  to  occupa- 
tion and  settlement  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  some 
instances,  those  who  held  to  the  right  to  settle  in  the  Indian  country 
had  gone  over  to  explore  with  the  intention  to  locate  in  it.  This  dis- 
cussion and  these  explorations  had  a  very  unfavorable  influence  on  the 
Indian  mind.  The  Indians  were  alarmed.  Reports  reached  them  that 
large  bodies  of  white  men  were  coming  into  their  country  to  take  posses- 
sion of  and  drive  them  from  it.  Many  of  them  were  contemplating  the  ne- 
cessity of  defending  themselves;  and  the  proposition  was  abroad  among 
some  of  the  Indians  for  a  grand  council,  at  which  they  should  (as  one 
said  to  me)  light  up  their  fires  after  the  old  Indian  fashion,  and  confed- 
erate for  defence. 

From  the  time  that  the  original  Indian  title  to  the  country  was  ex- 
tinguished, under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  the  28th  May,  1830,  and 
the  tribes  transplanted  from  the  States  and  Territories  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  located  in  it,  until  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, it  had  always  been  considered  a  country  set  apart  and  dedicated 
to  Indian  uses  and  purposes;  and  it  was  equally  well  understood,  before 
that  time,  that  no  person  other  than  an  Indian  could  reside  there  excej.!: 
by  permission  of  the  government,  and  for  a  special  purpose. 

The  enunciation,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  country  was  open 
to  occupation  and  setdement,  at  the  time  it  was  promulgated,  was  most 
unfortunate. 

Congress  had  just  before,  by  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  directed  the 
President  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the 
States  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  assent  of 
said  tribes  to  the  settlement  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  lands  claimed  by  them,  and  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their 
tide  to  these  lands  in  whole  or  in  part. 

I  found  it  very  difficult  to  quiet  the  Indians,  and  was  unable  fully  to 
restore  some  of  these  people  to  the  tranquil  condition  they  were  in  be- 
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fore  the  discussion  of  the  subject  and  exploration  of  their  country  com- 
menced. 

In  many  councils  the  effect  of  this  enunciation  was  evident;  and  in 
some  instances  I  was  unable,  while  in  council,  to  obtain  the  calm  con- 
sideration of  the  Indians  to  the  subject-matter  of  my  talk,  owing  to  the 
excited  state  of  their  minds,  resulting  from  the  apprehension  that  their 
country  was  about  to  be  taken  from  them  without  their  consent,  and 
without  any  consideration  being  paid  them  for  it;  and  some  even  sup- 
posed that  the  object  of  my  visit  was  to  favor  such  a  design. 

As  I  progressed  in  my  journey,  and  the  councils  which  I  held  with 
various  tribes  increased  m  number,  I  was  happy  to  perceive  a  better 
state  of  feeh'ng — a  willingness  to  listen,  to  be  advised,  and  an  assurance 
of  confidence  and  dependence  on  their  great  father,  and  a  determina- 
tion to  receive  favorably  the  message  I  bore  from  him  to  them. 

While  in  the  Indian  country  I  held  councils  with  the  Omahas,  Ottoes 
and  Missourias,  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri,  Kickapoos,  Delawsu^es, 
Wyandotts,  Shawnees,  Pottawatomies,  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, Chippewas  of  Swan  creek  and  Black  river,  Ottowas,  Peorias, 
and  Kaskaskias,  Weas  and  Piankeshaws,  and  Miamies.  I  was  desir- 
ous of  se  >ing  and  talking  with  the  Pawnees,  Kansas,  Osages,  Quapaws, 
Senecas,  and  Shawnees  and  Senecas,  but  found  it  impossible  to  do  so, 
without  spending  more  time  in  the  country  than  was  deemed  consistent 
with  my  duties  at  Washington,  in  view  of  the  near  approach  of  the 
meeting  of  Congress. 

The  aggregate  population  of  the  tribes  with  whom  I  held  councils, 
according  to  the  best  data,  is  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-four  (14,384)  souls,  and  the  aggregate  quantity  of  land  held  by 
them  is  estimated  at  thirteen  millions  two  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  eighty  (13,220,480)  acres,  or  about  nine  hundred 
and  twenty  (920)  acres  to  each  soul. 

The  aggregate  population  of  the  Pawnees,  Kansas,  Osages,  Qua- 
paws, Senecas,  and  Shawnees  and  Senecas,  according  to  the  same 
data,  is  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  seven  (11,597)  souls, 
and  the  aggregate  quantity  of  land  held  by  them  is  estimated  at  eigh- 
teen millions  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand  two  hundred 
(18,399,200)  acres,  or  about  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty-six  (1,586)  acres 
to  each  soul. 

All  the  tribes  that  I  visited  and  talked  with,  except  the  Omahas, 
Ottoes  and  Missourias,  are  Indians  who  were  removed  from  Ohio  and 
other  western  States  to  the  Indian  country,  and  located  there  on  speci- 
fic grants  of  land,  in  pursuance  of  treaty  stipulations,  and  with  the 
express  understanding  that  their  present  were  to  be  their  permanent 
homes  so  long  as  they  existed  as  tribes  or  nations. 

In  some  treaties  it  was  provided  that  patents  should  issue  to  them; 
but  in  no  case  was  the  power  of  alienation  granted,  or  any  provision 
made,  by  which  the  lands  could  be  divided  and  held  in  severalty. 

Every  tribe  with  whom  I  held  council,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Weas  and  Piankeshaws,  the  Peorias  and  Kaskaskias,  (wno  own  only 
256,000  acres.)  and  the  Shawnees,  rclused  to  dispose  of  any  portion  of 
their  lands,  as  their  first  response  to  my  talk.  The  small  tribes  above 
named  proposed  at  once  to  dispose  of  the  most  of  their  land,  and  inti- 
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mated  that  if  they  could  make  satisfactory  arrangements  for  a  home 
they  would  sell  the  whole  of  it. 

The  Shawnees,  as  their  only  reply,  proposed  to  sell  to  the  United 
States  one  million  of  acres,  reserving  to  themselves  six  hundred  thou- 
sand (600,000)  acres  adjoining  the  State  of  Missouri.  They  number 
some  930  souls. 

The  Chippewas,  who  own  8,320  acres  and  number  thirty  (30)  souls, 
and  the  Ottowas,  who  own  3,400  acres  and  number  two  hundred  and 
forty-seven  (247)  souls,  declined  to  dispose  of  their  lands,  or  any  por- 
tion of  them,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  pleased  with  their  location, 
desired  to  remain,  and  thought,  in  view  of  the  amount  of  prairie  land  in 
their  grants,  they  had  no  greater  quantity  than  was  necessary  for  them, 
or  than  the  same  number  of  white  people  would  require. 

The  Omahas,  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  loways,  and  Miamies,  deter- 
mined, before  the  respective  councils  closed,  to  sell  in  each  case  the 
half  or  more  of  their  respective  tracts.  The  Kickapoos,  Delawares, 
Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri,  and  the  Pottawatomies,  refused  perempto- 
rily to  sell  any  portion  of  their  lands;  and  although  the  objections 
made  were  of  a  trivial  character,  I  was  unable,  to  remove  them. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mississippi,  who  reside  on  the  Osage 
river,  were  divided;  the  Sacs  were  desirous  of  selling  all  the  land,  and 
the  Foxes  opposed  to  selling  any  portion  of  it;  but  the  latter  being  less 
numerous  than  the  former,  proposed  finally  an  equal  division  of  both 
land  and  annuities. 

The  Wyandotts  have  only  23,960  acres  of  land,  and  number  553 
souls — less  than  50  acres  to  each  soul.  Their  tract  is  eligibly  situated 
in  the  forks  of  the  Kansas  and  Missouri  rivers,  being  the  purchase  they 
made  of  the  Delawares.  They  advised  me  that  it  was  their  desire,  if 
the  Territory  of  Nebraska  should  be  organized,  to  make  such  changes  in 
their  civil  polity,  and  their  relations  to  the  government,  as  to  conform 
to  the  new  order  of  things  in  the  Territory;  but  did  not  give  me  their 
views  in  relation  to  their  lands. 

Since  rny  return  to  Washington,  I  have  received  a  communication 
from  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri,  informing  me  that  they  had  de- 
termined to'  sell  one  half  of  their  lands,  and  wisned  to  be  invited  to  the 
seat  of  government  to  make  a  treaty.  Their  agent,  in  a  letter  of  the 
same  date,  expresses  the  opinion  that  they  will,  in  all  probability,  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  their  tract  by  the  time  the 
period  arrives  to  make  the  treaty. 

With  several  of  the  tribes  I  could  have  concluded  treaties,  but  only 
on  condition  that  each  should  reserve  for  a  tribal  home  that  part  of  their 
land  adjoining  the  States.  There  are  grave  objections  to  such  a  policy, 
involving  alike  the  interests  and  peace  of  the  citizens  of  the  States,  of 
those  who  may  become  residents  of  the  Territory,  and  of  the  Indians 
themselves.  From  the  disposition  manifested  by  some  Indians  of  in- 
fluence to  acquiesce  in  the  views  submitted  to  them  on  this  point,  I  was 
of  the  opinion  that,  with  these  tribes,  treaties  on  terms  more  favorable 
to  the  goveniraent,  and  with  provisions  more  consistent  with  their  per- 
manent welfare  and  happiness,  could  be  made  after  they  had  time  for 
discussion  and  reflection,  which  some  of  them  requested  should  be 
granted ;  and  I  therefore  deemed  it  best  to  leave  the  subject  with  them» 
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and  confine  myself  to  that  branch  of  my  instructions  which  made  it  my 
duty  to  explore  the  country,  and  obtain  such  information  as  would  be 
useful,  ana  from  which  the  data  could  be  obtained  to  form,  as  near  as 
practicable,  a  uniform  system  of  treaties.  Of  the  propriety  of  this 
course  I  have  now  no  doubt. 

As  a  general  thing,  the  Indians,  who  have  been  transplanted  from 
their  former  abodes  to  the  Indian  country,  seemed  to  have  a  vivid  recol- 
lectiDn  of  the  assurances  made  to  them,  at  the  time  of  their  removal, 
thai  their  present  locations  should  be  their  permanent  homes,  and  that 
the  white  race  should  never  interfere  with  them  or  their  possessions. 

This  point  was  prominently  put  forth  by  their  speakers  in  almost 
every  council,  and  was  earnestly,  and  sometimes  eloquently,  dwelt  on 
in  their  speeches. 

I  replied  that  it  was  true  such  assurances  had  bee»  given  to  them, 
and  that  in  most  instances  their  lands  had  been  secured  to  them  by 
treaty,  so  long  as  they  should  exist  as  a  tribe ;  but  that  their  true  inter- 
ests required  that  these  treaties  should  be  cancelled,  and  that  new 
ones  should  be  made,  adjusting  their  rights,  and  so  disposing  of  them 
as  to  conform  to  the  great  and  unexpected  changes  that  had  taken 
place.  I  admonished  them  that  thev  nad  not  appreciated  the  advan- 
tages that  had  surrounded  them  in  their  new  homes ;  that  the  govern- 
ment had  annually  appropriated  large  amounts  of  money  to  be  ex- 
pended among  them  for  agricultural,  educational,  and  religious  pur- 
poses ;  that  missionary  establishments  and  schools  had  been  reared  in 
their  midst;  and  that  devoted  men  and  women  had  left  their  homes 
and  the  enjoyments  and  comforts  of  civilized  life  to  dwell  with  them 
as  preachers  and  teachers,  and  had  labored  to  win  them  from  their 
wild  estate  and  conduct  them  in  the  paths  of  civilization  and  religion. 
That  but  few  of  them  had  listened — adhering,  as  they  generally  did, 
to  the  customs  of  their  fathers  and  the  heathen  traditions  which  had 
descended  to  them ;  that  they  had  preferred  indolence  to  labor,  vice  to 
virtue ;  that  very  many  of  them  were  the  slaves  of  intemperance,  and 
such  was  their  thirst  for  ardent  spirits  that  they  would  make  any  sacri- 
fice to  obtain  it;  and  that  therefore  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  their 
present  ignorant  and  enfeebled  condition,  that  they  should  abandon  their 
present  possessions  and,  if  possible,  obtain  homes  under  the  direction 
of  their  gi'eat  father,  where  they  would  be  less  liable  to  temptation, 
and  where  the  efforts  of  the  government,  and  the  labors  of  the  mission- 
ary, would  be  exempt  from  some  of  the  embarrassments  which  now 
surround  them ;  and  that  if  they  listened  attentively  and  favorably,  it 
was  to  be  hoped  that  in  time  an  Indian  community  might  be  found  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  religion,  free  from 
the  slavish  system  of  heathen  idolatry  under  which  all  their  fathers 
lived,  and  to  which  a  large  portion  of  them  appeared  still  to  be 
attached. 

They  were  shown  that  the  acquisitions  of  California,  Oregon,  and 
New  Mexico,  and  their  rapid  settlement  by  the  white  children  of  their 
great  father,  were  not  favorable  to  them  in  their  present  location; 
that  they  were  in  the  paths  which  led  to  these  countries,  and  tliat  the 
almost  innumerable  emigrants  who  passed  through  the  Indian  country 
were  going  there  to  make  farms  and  towns ;  that,  as  a  consequence  of 
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thek  journeying  through  the  ranees  of  the  buffalo,  that  to  them,  in 
their  present  condition,  indispensable  animal — furnishing  them  not  only 
with  meat,  but  with  hides,  their  most  valuable  article  of  traffic — ^was 
disappearing,  and  that  he  would  before  long  leave  the  prairies,  and 
tliey  would  not  be  able  to  find  him  any  more ;  that  therefore  they  must, 
in  a  very  short  time,  abandon  the  hunt  entirely,  or  starve  and  die  on 
the  plains ;  that  they  must  make  up  their  minds  to  go  to  work  as  white 
men  work ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  a  fit  and  proper  time  for  them 
to  entertain  and  favorably  consider  the  proposition  to  dispose  of  their 
present  lands  to  their  great  father,  and  receive  from  him  new  homes. 

At  every  council  efforts  were  made  to  enlighten  the  Indians,  and  to 
impress  tneir  minds  with  the  true  condition  of  things  around  them. 
These  efforts  were  not  without  effect,  as  was  apparent  from  the  change 
in  their  views  and  opinions  as  expressed  to  me  ;  and  it  is  hoped  and 
believed  that  the  change  will  continue  to  go  on  until  they  will  all  see 
and  determine  to  do  that  which  best  comports  with  their  future  peace 
and  happiness. 

The  condition  of  these  tribes  is  not  as  prosperous  as  I  was  led  to 
expect,  and  I  am  firee  to  say  that  they  have  not  advanced  as  rapidly 
as  it  was  anticipated  they  would  when  they  were  removed  to  then: 
present  homes. 

In  some  of  the  tribes  there  are  a  few  medium  farmers  with  the  ne- 
cessary comforts,  conveniences,  and  improvements  of  the  white  man  ; 
in  most  of  the  tribes,  and  in  greater  numbers,  are  to  be  found  those 
who  have  rude  improvements  and  fields,  but  who  have  very  few  of  the 
conveniences  and  comforts  of  civilized  life;  while  the  great  body  of  the 
Indians  are  yet  unwilling  to  submit  themselves  to  labor,  resist  it  as  un- 
becoming and  offensive,  indulge  in  indolence,  and  seek  every  means 
and  opportunity  to  obtain  whisky,  which  they  drink  to  excess. 

Ther(f  are  some  noble  specimens  who  have  renounced  the  manners 
and  customs  of  the  Indian,  and  adopted  those  of  the  white  man ;  and 
who,  amid  the  heathenism  that  surrounds  them,  have  professed  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  firmly  maintain  their  position,  and 
use  all  their  influence  to  reclaim  and  regenerate  their  race. 

In  the  various  schools  I  was  enabled  to  visit  I  found  groups  of  inte- 
resting Indian  children ;  and  from  examination  made  by  me,  as  well 
as  from  the  opinions  of  their  teachers,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Indian 
youth  is  capable  of  egual  mental  culture  with  the  white,  and  will  learn 
as  rapidly.  Everything  appeared  to  be  comfortable  and  in  order  about 
these  missionary  schools,  and  the  children  receive  a  fair  English  educa- 
tion in  them ;  and  the  females,  in  addition,  are  taught  needlework,  aa 
well  as  the  ordinary  domestic  work  of  tlje  mission  house ;  and  the 
males  are  taught  the  labor  of  the  mission  farm.  The  children  unite, 
morning  and  evening,  with  their  spiritual  instructors  and  teachers,  in 
singing  praises  to  the  Most  High,  and  bow  down  with  them  in  prayer 
and  supplication.  All  this  is  done  with  cheerfulness;  and  yet  when  you 
go  abroad  and  inquire  for  the  fruit  of  this  devoted  missionary  labor,  but 
little  is  to  be  found.  Here  and  there  will  be  seen  an  Indian  man  or 
^oman  who  has  become  a  convert  to  the  Christian  faith,  and  whose 
works  prove  the  sincerity  of  his  or  her  profession.  But  this  number  is 
limited,  as  many  of  these  youths,  when  they  return  to  their  tribes,  be- 
18 
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come  more  wild  and  worse  than  the  Indians  who  have  not  enjoyed 
such  advantages. 

In  my  opinion,  the  agents  appointed  to  reside  with  and  take  care  of 
these  Indians,  have  not  always  been  honest,  faithful  men.  Instances 
have  occurred  where  the  agent  deemed  that  he  had  discharged  his  duty 
when  he  paid  them  their  annuities,  giving  them  little,  if  any,  attention 
beyond  this,  from  one  annuity  payment  to  another.  Other  instances 
there  are  where  agents  have  no  doubt  aided  the  avaricious  trader  and 
speculator  to  appropriate  the  annuities  to  the  benefit  of  this  class  of 
persons,  and  where  the  officer  of  government  has  appeared  rather  in 
the  attitude  of  agent  for  them,  than  in  that  of  the  guardian  and  protec- 
tor of  the  rights  of  the  ignorant  Indian. 

From  my  observation,  and  from  information  deemed  reliable,  I  am 
satisfied  that  abuses  of  the  most  glaring  character  have  existed  in  the 
Indian  country,  and  that  a  radical  reform  is  necessary  there,  in  every 
depariment  connected  with  the  Indian  service. 

The  specific  grants  to  different  tribes  west  of  Missouri  and  Iowa, 
(what  is  generally  termed  Nebraska,)  are  in  tracts  that  come  up  to  the 
western  boundaries  of  those  States,  and  run  back  west,  a  greater  or 
less  distance,  for  quantity.  These  grants  embody,  no  doubt,  the  best 
lands  in  the  Indian  country.  The  quality  of  the  soil,  for  the  most  part, 
is  of  a  very  superior  character,  but  portions  of  the  lands  are  entirely 
destitute  of  timoer.  A  number  of  roads  to  New  Mexico,  to  Cahfornia, 
and  Oregon,  pass  through  this  country  over  these  lands,  and  are  travelled 
by  numerous  bodies  of  emigrants  every  year.  These  emigrants  travel 
through  the  Indian  country  to  their  abodes  on  the  Pacific  (and  their 
number  is  not  likely  to  decrease)  without  the  protection  of  law.  There 
is  no  law  there  but  the  "Intercourse  act,"  and  it  gives  them  no  protec- 
tion whatever.  Except  the  Wyandotts  and  Ottowas,  who  have  some 
simple  laws,  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  Territory  are  destitute  of  any  pre- 
scribed form  of  government. 

In  my  opinion,  this  state  of  things  should  not  exist  any  longer.  The 
emigrants  and  the  Indians  ought  to  have  some  prescribed  law  for  their 
security ;  and  the  Indians  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  thrown  out  of 
the  lines  of  these  thoroughfares,  as  no  good  results  to  them,  in  their  pre- 
sent condition,  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  emigrants. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  most  of  the  tribes  will  be  willing,  by  next 
spring,  to  abandon  the  idea  of  reserving  portions  of  their  present  tracts 
adjoining  the  States.  This  appeared  to  be  a  cherished  idea  with  the 
Indians,  and  they  were,  in  my  opinion,  encouraged  in  it  by  some  of  the 
missionaries  and  traders.  In  my  judgment,  every  good  influence 
within  the  reach  of  these  people  ought  to  be  brought  to  bear  to  induce 
them  to  change  their  minds,  and  to  consent  to  sell  all  their  lands,  and 
obtain  a  new  and  more  desirable  home.  Individual  Indians  there  are, 
no  doubt,  who,  if  they  desired  reservations  in  the  respective  tracts  in 
which  they  live,  are  suflSciently  advanced  in  civilization  to  take  their 
part  with  the  white  man,  and  to  whom  such  reservations  might  well  be 
granted  ;  but  beyond  this,  it  is  very  desirable,  for  the  interest  of  both 
the  red  and  the  white  man,  that  no  reservations  be  made,  but  that  the 
different  tribes  be  removed  from  the  borders  of  the  States,  and  located 
in  some  less  exposed  place. 
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These  border  tribes  have  lost  much  of  the  strength  and  self-sustaining 
power  of  the  truly  wild  Indian.  They  feel  their  weakness,  desire  the 
protection  of  government,  and  are  content  if  they  can  be  indulged  in 
idleness,  and,  to  some  extent,  gratified  in  their  passions  and  appetites. 

They  might,  in  my  judgment,  with  safety,  be  located  on  small  tracts 
of  land  contiguous  to  each  other,  where  the  missionary  operations 
among  them  could  be  conducted  more  efficiently  and  with  less  means ; 
where  the  government  agents  could  have  daily  supervision  over  them;  ' 
and  where  that  portion  of  each  tribe  who  have  made  some  advances, 
and  who  desire  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civilization,  could  have  the  aid 
and  encouragement  of  each  other's  society  and  each  other's  experi- 
ence ;  and  where,  in  fine,  all  good  influences  would  be  concentrated  to 
counteract  those  of  an  opposite  character,  which  now,  and  always  will, 
beset  the  paths  of  these  unfortunate  people. 

A  civil  government  should  be  organized  over  the  Territory.  The 
Intercourse  act  is  almost  a  dead  letter.  The  United  States  court  for 
the  district  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  is  too  far  removed  from  the  In- 
dian country  ;  and  for  Indian  purposes  alone,  saying  nothing  of  the  pro- 
tection of  our  emigration  to  the  Pacific,  a  civil  government  ought  to  be 
organized  there.  In  addition  to  this,  the  position  of  Nebraska,  with  re- 
ference to  our  Pacific  possessions,  renders  it  a  matter  of  vast  import- 
ance that  it  be  speedily  opened,  and  actual  settlers  invited  into  it  on 
the  most  liberal  terms. 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  necessary  treaties  can  be  made 
with  these  border  Indians  during  the  months  of  April  and  May,  so  that 
ample  time  may  be  had  for  their  consideration  and  ratification  by  the 
Senate,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  territorial  government  before  the 
adjournment  of  the  approaching  session  of  Congress. 

A  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  that  Territory,  as  the  governor 
doubtless  would  be,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  having  a  direct  oversight 
over  all  the  Indian  service  there,  would  exercise  a  most  beneficial  in- 
fluence, not  only  on  the  border  Indians,  but  in  a  short  time  on  the  wild 
Indians  of  the  plains. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  sum  of  money  appropriated  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  is  not  sufiicient  to  negotiate  all  the  necessary  treaties,  and 
that  it  is  desirable,  if  not  indispensable,  that  an  additional  appropriation 
be  made  by  Congress  early  in  the  session. 

It  is  but  just  to  that  portion  of  the  people  of  the  frontier  of  Missouri 
and  Iowa,  who  entertain  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  legal  objection  to 
the  occupation  and  settlement  of  such  parts  of  the  Indian  country  as  are 
not  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  any  Indian  tribe  by  treaty  stipulation, 
to  say,  that  they  have  abstained  from  attempting  to  make  any  locations 
or  settlements  in  it.  Some  have  explored  the  country,  but  all,  as  far 
as  my  information  extends,  have  returned  to  await  the  action  of  the 
executive  department  in  making  treaties,  and  the  necessary  legislation 
for  the  organization  of  the  Territory. 

The  statements,  which  appear  in  the  press,  that  a  constant  current 
of  emigration  is  flowing  into  the  Indian  country,  are  destitute  of  truth. 
On  the  11th  of  October,  the  day  on  which  I  left  the  fi-ontier,  there  was 
no  settlement  made  in  any  part  of  Nebraska.  From  all  the  information 
I  could  obtain,  there  were  but  three  white  men  in  the  Territory,  except 
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such  as  were  there  by  authority  of  law,  and  those  adopted  by  marriage 
or  otherwise  into  Indian  families. 

I  acknowledge,  with  pleasure,  my  obligations  to  the  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  military  department,  trading  posts,  missionary  estab- 
lishments, and  Indian  agencies,  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  attention 
to  me  while  on  my  journey. 

I  also  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  General  Whitfield,  the  agent 
for  the  Pottawatomies  and  Kansas  Indians,  who  was  my  travelling 
companion  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  for  his  good  offices  and  the  aia 
and  assistance  he  rendered  me. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  MANYPENNY, 

Commi89i4mer» 

Hon.R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  Interior. 
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New  York  Indian  SuB-AGENCYf 

Randolph^  September  30,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  entering  upon  my  official  duties,  on  the  first  day 
of  June  last,  I  have  visited  the  Oneidas,  the  Onondagas,  the  Tusca- 
roras,  the  Senecas,  and  the  Cayugas,  with  the  Senecas,  who  reside 
within  this  sub-agency. 

The  Oneidas  are  mostly  agriculturists,  and  are  living  in  comfort- 
able circumstances.  They  support  good  schools,  which  are  liberally 
assisted  by  appropriations  by  tDe  legislature  of  this  State. 

That  portion  ol  the  Onondaga  tribe  of  Indians  residing  on  the  Onon- 
daga reservation  near  Syracuse  are  turning  their  attention  to  agricul- 
ture, and  are  slowly  but  surely  improving  their  condition.  Within  a 
few  years  past  a  school  has  been  established  on  this  reservation,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Methodist  society,  which  has  been  liberally  en- 
couraged by  appropriations  fi-om  the  legislature  of  this  State.  A  lar^ 
portion  of  these  people  still  adhere  to  their  ancient  customs,  but  withm 
the  past  year  they  have  become  more  united  and  inclined  to  encourage 
education.  They  have  a  good  school-house  and  a  fine  church.  They 
have  heretofore  been  divided  among  themselves  in  regard  to  their 
reservation,  a  portion  wishing  to  have  it  divided  and  held  in  severalty, 
and  a  portion  wishing  it  to  remain  as  it  now  is ;  but  they  have  now 
united  and  agreed  to  let  it  remain  as  heretofore. 

The  Tuscaroras  are  agriculturists,  and  live  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, are  industrious,  and  produce  more  according  to  their  numbers 
than  any  other  tribe  of  Indians  within  this  sub-agency.  They  have 
schools  and  one  church. 

The  Senecas  at  Tonawanda  for  the  past  few  years  have  been  liti- 
gating with  the  Ogden  company  iu  relation  to  the  legality  of  the  treaty 
and  sale  of  their  lands,  which  has  very  much  retarded  their  advance* 
ment  and  the  improvement  of  their  condition.  They  have  two  schools, 
one  of  which  is  taught  by  a  Seneca  lady,  and  who,  I  think,  is  a  grad* 
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uate  from  the  State  normal  school  at  Albany.    Their  schools  have  been 
liberally  encouraged  by  appropriations  from  the  State. 

The  Senecas  at  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  have  made  great  improve- 
ment in  their  social  and  political  condition,  and  have  made  rapid 
advancement  in  agricultural  pursuits.  They  have  established  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  and  their  officers  are  elected  annually  by  the 
people,  and  are  held  strictly  responsible  for  their  official  acts.  This 
fact  incites  those  who  hold  stations  of  honor  and  trust  to  exert  their  best 
energies  to  promote  the  interests  of  their  nation.  The  first  time  I 
visited  the  Senecas  they  were  in  council,  and  the  strict  order  and  par- 
liamentary rules  which  were  enforced  and  adhered  to  would  be  credit- 
able in  any  legislative  body.  And  since  this  change  in  the  form  of 
government,  the  masses  appear  to  take  more  interest  in  their  affairs, 
and  understand  more  fully  the  condition  of  their  national  matters. 

The  goods  annuity  this  year  were,  by  order  of  the  department,  de- 
livered to  the  officers  of  the  respective  bands,  and  I  have  taken  particu- 
lar pains  to  know  the  result  of  their  distribution  among  their  people, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report,  that  the  goods  were  all  promptly 
distributea,  and  the  division  gave  universal  satisfaction,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  the  officers  were  allowed  to  use  discretion  in  giving  to 
thepoor  and  needy. 

Tne  goods  this  year  were  of  an  excellent  quality,  well  selected,  and 
just  what  was  wanted,  and  the  Indians  have  expressed  the  hope  that 
they  may  hereafter  be  equally  fortunate  in  getting  as  good  goods. 
They  have  six  schools  at  Cattaraugus  and  three  on  the  Allegany  reser- 
vation. These  schools  have  been  well  attended,  and  have  been  liber- 
ally assisted  by  the  State  appropriations.  Still  the  benefits  of  the 
schools  cannot  be  reached  by  a  large  number  who  would  be  venr  glad 
to  attend  them,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  they  reside  from  a 
school. 

If  a  well-regulated  boarding-school  could  be  established,  connected 
with  agriculture,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  decided  benefit  to  the 
rising  generation  of  Indians,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  country,  and  I 
consider  its  benefits  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARCUS  H.  JOHNSON, 

U.  S.  Ind.  Sub-agent. 

Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Mantpenny, 

Cam.  oflnd.  Affain^  Wathingtan^  D.  C» 
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Census  of  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York. 


Knmes  of  tribes,  and  location. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

297 
184 

176 

324 

201 
195 

552 

372 
280 

1,173 

Son^cas  at  Allflffanv-  .-...^^ 

757 

Senecas  at  Tonawanda  ...... .... ...... .... .... .... 

651 

657 

720 

1,204 

2,581 

Benecas  at  Cattaraugus  by  adoption,  bat  not  entitled 
to  AnnTiiti6s ;  Bnsan  KiniocketT's  {Mnily-  ^  --.....  -  - 

1 

3 

8 

Onondagas  at  Onondaga  Castle........  .......... .... 

»0 

9 

19 

98 

6 

14 

1 
5 

144 

17 

54 

3 

20 

Onnndajmfl  witb  BenAcas  at  Cattarailffiit  ...^^ 

Onondasas  with  Seneeas  at  AlleffaaT 

Onondairas  with  Seneeas  at  Tonawanda  .............. 

Onondacas  with  Tuscaioraa  at  Tascarora ......  ....•- 

2 

110 

124 

238 

472 

Cajrngas  with  Seneeas. ••...•  ••...........• ........ 

39 

31 

73 

143 

Tnscaioras  at  Tascarora 

68 

63 

151 

282 

Oneidas  at  Oneida  Castle .......... 

43 
4 

19 

44 

1 
24 

1 

89 

1 

29 

Oneidas  with  Seneeas  at  Cattaraoffos 

Oneidas  witb  Onondasas  at  Onondaira  Castle  ......... 

Oneidas  with  Seneeas  at  Tonawanda 

66 

70 

119 

255 

Add  Sasan  Kiijockety's  familj,  who  are  not  entitled  to 
ffoodt  annaity 

3,733 
12 

Tot^l  nafnber  of  Biz  Nations  of  New  York  Indians. . . . 

3.745 

No.  4. 

Office  Michigan  Indian  Agency, 

Detroity  September  23»  1853. 

Sir:  The  Indians  still  remaining  within  the  limits  of  this  agency  are 
Ottowas,  Chippewas,  and  a  few  P Ottawa tomies.  They  are  scattered 
over  a  great  extent  of  territory,  and  number  in  aU  about  seven  thou- 
sand persons,  exclusive  of  the  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior.  They 
are  divided  into  more  than  sixty  independent  communities  or  bands, 
and  may  be  found  either  permanently  or  temporarily  located  in  nearly 
every  county  in  this  State,  except  tnose  comprising  the  two  southern 
tier.  Their  annuity  payments  for  the  present  year  will  necessarily  be 
made  at  not  less  than  ten  different  points;  and  some  idea  of  the  extent 
of  country  over  which  they  are  distributed  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that,  in  attending  the  payments,  we  are  compelled  to  travel  within 
the  limits  of  the  lower  peninsular  of  Michigan  not  less  than  two  thou- 
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sand  miles.  Among  them  may  be  found  bands  in  almost  every  grade 
of  condition.  A  few  still  present  the  anomaly  of  savage,  pagan  com- 
munities, existing  in  the  very  midst  of  civilization  and  refinement,  ap- 
parently only  debased  and  degraded  in  the  scale  of  humanity  by  contact 
with  the  white  population.     These  have  no  permanent  location,  and 

E reserve  many  of  the  peculiarities  of  their  race.  They  often  suffer 
om  hunger  and  cold,  are  grossly  addicted  to  intemperance,  and  pre- 
sent a  picture  of  absolute  heathenism,  with  scarcely  a  single  redeem- 
ing trait  or  quality. 

Other  bands  have  made  great  improvement  in  civilization.  They 
live  together  in  settled  communities,  own  the  land  tliey  occupjs  have 
good  farms,  with  flourishing  churches  and  schools,  and  are  rapidly  asi- 
similating  themselves  in  ali  respects  to  their  civilized  neighbors,  and 
becopfiing  qualified  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  citizenship 
guaranteed  to  them  by  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  their 
abandoning  their  tribal  state,  and  assuming  the  habits  of  civilized  life. 
Indeed,  many  of  them  now  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  are  re- 
garded as  citizens  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

This  great  contrast  is  mainly  owing  to  the  labors  and  efforts  of  Chris-^ 
tian  missionaries  and  teachers,  and  no  argument  beyond  the  bare  state- 
ment of  the  fact  is  needed  to  show  the  duty  and  importance  of  sustaining 
and  encouraging  them  by  every  constitutional  means. 

The  fact  that  our  Indians  are  divided  into  so  many  independent  bands, 
and  are  scattered  from  one  extremity  of  the  State  to  the  other,  I  regard 
as  the  main  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  more  rapid  improvement.  They 
will  never  consent  to  remove  west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  the  people  of 
Michigan  have  no  desire  to  exile  them  from  the  home  of  their  fathers. 

If,  then,  the  United  States  would  grant  them,  in  lieu  of  lands  west  of 
the  Mississip{)i,  (\o  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  treaty  of  1836,  on 
signifying  their  desire  to  remove  thither,)  a  reasonable  amount  of  land 
within  the  limits  of  this  State,  they  might  be  withdrawn  to  a  great  ex- 
tent from  the  bad  influences  to  which  they  are  now  exposed,  and  brought 
together  in  situations  where  educational  enterprise  and  missionary  labor 
would  he  brought  to  bear  upon  larger  numbers,  at  less  expense  and  with 
much  greater  effect  than  is  now  possible.  One  location  for  the  Chip- 
pewas  of  Saginaw,  and  three  or  four  for  the  Ottowas  and  Chippewas, 
to  embrace  in  all  from  six  to  eight  townships  of  land,  would  oe  suffi- 
cient. The  whole  should  be  held  for  them  in  trust  by  the  general 
government  or  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  only  conveyed  to  them  in  fee 
as  they  become  sufficiently  enlightened  to  be  capable  of  taking  charge 
of  it  themselves.  I  know  of  no  other  plan  to  remedy  the  evil  I  have 
suggested,  and  believe  that  such  an  arrangement  could  be  effected  with 

great  advantage  to  the  Indians,  and  with  no  expense  to  the  United 
tates  greater  than  would  be  incurred  by  a  literal  compUance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  several  treaties,  to  the  benefits  of  which  these  Indians 
are  entitled.  The  Indians  themselves  would  gladly  acquiesce  in  it, 
and  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  this  State. 

There  are  now  employed  in  this  agency  twenty-five  persons,  exclusive 
of  the  agent,  who  receive  their  appointments  and  salaries  fi^om  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  pursuance  generally  of  treaty  stipulations.    A  statement 
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giving  their  names,  stations,  compensation  and  6ther  particulars  required 
by  the  rules  of  the  department,  is  herewith  transmitted. 

From  information  that  I  have  received,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  benefit 
accruing  to  the  Indians  has  not  of  late  years  been  commensurate  with 
the  number  of  persons  employed,  or  the  expense  thus  incurred.  Many 
of  the  employes  have  performed  little  or  no  service,  and  their  appoint- 
ments seem  to  have  been  regarded  as  sinecures. 

I  have  attempted  to  reorganize  the  business  of  the  agency  in  this  re- 
spect, and  have  given  every  employ^  particular  written  instructions 
relative  to  his  duties,  and  requiring,  at  the  close  of  each  quarter,  an  ac- 
curate and  detailed  report  of  the  kind  and  amount  of  service  rendered. 
The  first  reports  will  be  due  at  the  close  of  the  present  quarter;  and  the 
success  of  my  efforts  in  this  direction  can  be  better  estimated  after  re- 
ceiving them.  , 

I  do  not  concur  in  the  opinion  sometimes  expressed,  that  these  offices 
should  be  abolished.  They  may  be  made,  if  properly  administered, 
of  great  service  to  the  Indians.  Indeed,  in  most  of  the  locations  where 
government  officers  are  stationed,  the  Indians  would  deem  it  a  great 
misfortune  to  be  deprived  of  this  branch  of  the  service,  imperfectly  as 
it  ha^,  sometimes  been  managed. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  efforts  made  to  secure  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Indians  have  been  attended  during  the  past  year  with  their 
usual  success.  In  no  previous  year  have  their  agricultural  operations 
been  so  extensive.  Their  schools  show  an  increase  of  pupils;  many 
new  substantial  buildings  have  been  erected ;  and  their  frequent  and 
earnest  applications  for  agricultural  and  other  tools  and  implements 
show  that  habits  of  industry  are  increasing  among  them. 

These  evidences  of  improvement  are  especially  abundant  among  the 
Chippewas  of  Saginaw.  Their  missions  and  schools  are  mainly  under 
the  charge  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  which  has  expended 
several  thousand  dollars  among  them  for  educational  purposes  during 
the  past  year.  I  have  within  a  short  time  been  instructed  to  take 
charge  of  the  distribution  of  provisions  and  goods  to  the  Chippewas 
of  Lake  Superior,  furnished  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaties  of 
1837  and  1842.  The  decision  of  the  department  not  to  insist  upon  the 
removal  of  these  Indians  to  the  west  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the 
payment  of  their  annuities,  will  be  very  gratifying  to  them,  and  is  in 
accordance  with  the  views  and  policy  of  the  people  of  this  State.  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  this  agency  be  permanently  extended  to 
them,  and  that  their  proportion  of  money,  goods  and  provisions,  secured 
by  treaty  stipulations,  be  regularly  paid,  and  that  the  farmer,  black- 
smith, and  carpenter  formerly  stationed  among  them,  be  restored. 
During  my  visit  among  them  I  shall  exert  myself  to  obtain  accurate 
information  relative  to  their  condition  and  prospects,  and  wiU  make  it 
the  subject  of  a  supplement  to  my  report  on  my  return. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  following  reports  received  by  me  : 

1.  Report  of  Right  Reverend  P.  P.  Lefevre,  bishop  of  Detroit» 
with  tabular  statement  and  school  reports  accompanying  the  same. 

2.  Rev.  A.  Bingham's  report  on  Baptist  missions  and  school  at  SauU 
St.  Marie. 

3.  Rev.  George  Smith's  report  ou  Methodist  Episcopal  missions  and 
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schools  among  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw,  with  abstract  of  receipts 
and  expenditures. 

4.  Rev.  James  Shaw's  report  on  Methodist  Episcopal  church  mis- 
sions and  school  at  Sault  St.  Marie. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  high  appreciation 
of  the  labors  and  efibrts  of  all  these  gentlemen,  and  of  Uie  missionaries 
and  teachers  under  their  charge  and  connected  with  them,  in  the  great 
-work  of  Indian  civilization.  I  have  enjoyed  but  a  limited  opportunity 
to  make  their  personal  acquaintance,  but  the  fruit  of  their  labors  js 
everywhere  apparent.  I  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  be  able  to  some 
extent  to  co-ojperate  with  them,  and  would  earnestly  recommend  the 
suggestions  contained  in  their  reports  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  C.  GILBERT, 
Indian  Agent  for  Michigan. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypbnny,  . 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washington. 
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Sault  St.  Marie,  September  3,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  presenting  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  Indian 
missions  under  my  charge,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  a 
superintending  Providence  that  has  been  exercised  over  us  during  the 
past  year.  No  serious  accidents  or  sad  misfortune  has  been  permitted 
to  visit  us,  but  we  have  enjoyed  uninterrupted  peace,  and  a  good 
degree  of  prosperity.  We  have  two  missionary  stations  in  the  bounds 
of  Lake  Superior  district.  At  the  Sault  St.  Marie's  mission  the  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Steele  has  been  laboring  as  missionary,  Rev.  Peter  Marks- 
man, a  native  preacher  and  interpreter,  and  Miss  Eleanor  H.  Steele  as 
teacher.  At  tnis  mission  we  have  seventy-two  members  of  the  church. 
Most  of  them,  before  their  conversion  to  Christianity,  were  poor  drunken 
pagans,  but  now  they  are  sober  and  industrious,  and  give  good  evi- 
dence of  experimental  piety.  They  are  so  changed  in  their  habits  and 
appearance,  that  but  for  their  color  and  language  they  would  be  taken 
for  the  better  class  of  white  inhabitants,  and  in  these  respects  they  are 
greatly  improved.  For  the  three  years  past  their  location  has  not  been 
lavorable  for  temporary  prosperity.  But  we  have  purchased  land  at 
the  head  of  this  river,  good  soil,  well  timbered,  and  where  steamboats 
can  stop  to  wood ;  thus  giving  them  a  chance  to  sell  their  wood  as  they 
clear  their  land.  Into  this  enterprise  they  are  entering  with  spirit,  and 
as  fast  as  they  can  they  are  settling  and  building.  Several  families 
are  already  on  the  ground,  and  have  commenced  clearing  and  building. 
We  have  built  a  good  frame  mission-house  twenty  by  thirty  feet,  and 
have  it  nearly  completed,  built  entirely  by  Indian  hands,  except  the 
doors  and  windows.  The  school  has  been  kept  up  during  the  year, 
with  two  short  vacations.  It  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  numbering 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  scholars.  Since  this  mission  has  been  in  opera- 
tion several  children  have  been  taken  into  the  mission  family,  clothed, 
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boarded,  and  schooled,  until  sufficiently  advaiiced,  and  then  sent  to 
our  seminary  at  Albion.  Last  fall  we  sent  one  young  man,  who,  by 
his  upright  conduct  and  diligent  attention  to  his  studies,  has  won  the 
approbation  of  his  teachers,  and  on  returning  to  visit  his  friends,  brought 
testimonials  of  the  same  with  him,  and  a  request  for  more  young  men 
of  the  same  stamp.  We  shall  send  another  ttiis  fall.  One  young  man 
left  the  mission  family  last  winter,  and  commenced  laboring  for  himself! 
This  will  leave  but  two  boys  in  the  family.  But  there  are  five  or  six 
young  men  of  promise  who  are  anxious  to  come  into  the  family, 
and  we  shall  take  them  if  our  means  will  justify.  The  other  mis- 
sion is  at  Kewaiwona — ^Rev.  R.  Dubois  has  been  laboring  there  as 
missionary.  This  mission  is  doing  well,  is  &vorably  located  at  the 
head  of  Kewaiwona  bay,  and  is  exerting  a  good  influence  over  a 
great  number  of  pagan  Indians.  One  large  band  has  just  come  in 
from  the  interior,  and  purchased  land  joining  the  mission.  Their 
chief  with  some  others  have  embraced  Christianity.  Here  we  have 
a  church,  mission-house,  and  school-house,  and  sixty-five  members 
in  society;  and  all  doing  welL  In  the  school  we  have  on  an 
average  twenty  scholars.  We  may  say,  in  regard  to  both  of  these 
missions,  they  are  fast  advancing  in  civilization,  and  if  they  continue 
to  prosper,  they  will  soon  be  among  our  best  citizens. 

AH  of  which  I  respectfully  submit,  subscribing  myself,  yours,  &c., 

JAMES  SHAW, 
Superintendent  Indian  Minionj  Lake  Superior  District. 

Hon.  Hbnrt  Gilbert. 
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Mission  House, 
Saut  Ste.  Marie^  September  6,  1853* 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  note  of  August  22, 
I  now  forward  to  you  a  report  of  the  mission  under  my  charge ;  and 
inasmuch  as  there  has  recently  been  a  change  in  the  administration, 
and  consequently  in  most  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  past  as  well  as  of  its  present 
state. 

This  mission  commenced  its  operations  in  the  autumn  of  1825,  under 
treaty  stipulations  which  required  that  it  should  be  located  on  the  St* 
Mary's  river.  At  that  time  there  was  no  other  place  in  all  these  re- 
gions that  a  mission  would  have  had  Indians  around  it  half  the  year, 
as  they  changed  their  encampment  four  or  five  times  in  the  year.  But 
here  there  were  a  sufficient  number  to  enable  us  to  collect  a  respectable 
congregation  generally  through  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
weeks  in  time  of  sugar-making ;  consequently  the  mission  was  located 
at  this  place,  and  a  school  was  opened  for  the  benefit  of  Indian  youths 
and  chddren  in  the  month  of  October  of  that  year.  In  the  autumn  of 
1829  we  commenced  a  boarding-school,  which  has  been  continued  until 
the  present  time ;  and  there  has  never  been  a  single  week  since  that 
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time  that  we  have  not  had  more  or  less  Indian  children  in  our  family 
that  have  been  supported  by  the  mission. 

The  day  school  has  always  been  open  for  the  instruction  of  any  who 
wished  to  attend ;  and  those  who  were  not  entitled  to  free  instruction 
could  be  taught  for  a  moderate  price,  but  never  to  the  exclusion  of 
Indian  or  mixed-blood  children. 

This  rule  was  established  at  the  commencement  of  our  labors  here 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  people  of  our  place,  and  has  ever  been  con- 
tinued. 

As  the  white  population  of  our  place  has  increased,  the  Indians  have 
decreased;  numbers  by  death,  and  others  by  withdrawing  from  the 
place  and  going  to  other  parts.  And  when  the  number  was  consider- 
ably reduced  at  this  place,  I  commenced  travelling  among  them  to 
bear  to  them  the  gospel  message ;  and  for  several  years  I  travelled 
somewhat  extensively,  visiting  them  at  their  distant  locations  in  the  winter 
on  my  snow  shoes,  and  in  the  summer  season  in  my  boat.  As  both  these 
modes  of  travelling  required  much  labor,  and  caused  much  fatigue,  the 
chills  of  67  winters  have  so  far  enfeebled  my  system  that  for  two  years 
past  I  have  travelled  but  little  ;  yet  I  remain  at  my  station  and  keep 
up  my  school  and  my  religious  services,  both  with  the  white  population 
and  Indians,  as  in  former  years.  During  the  past  year  we  have  sup- 
ported from  three  to  five  beneficiaries.  Four  have  been  with  us  during 
the  whole  of  the  year ;  but  the  term  for  which  one  of  our  girls  was 
taken  having  expired,  she  was  dismissed  from  the  boarding-school  and 
employed  in  the  service  ot  the  mission  in  the  early  part  of  July.  Hence 
she  is  still  under  religious  culture. 

One  of  our  boys  left,  and  returned  to  his  firiends,  in  March  last, 
which  leaves  us  four  in  the  mission,  but  three  only  at  present  supported 
as  beneficiaries.  Our  day  school  has  been  in  a  prosperous  and  inter- 
esting state  during  the  year. 

Our  catalogue  for  the  several  quarters  shows  from  46  to  70  pupils, 
and  from  25  to  31  of  them  are  Inaian  and  mixed-blood  children. 

Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  English  grammar,  his- 
tory, composition,  and  music  are  taught  m  the  school,  and  the  pupils 
(m  the  opmion  of  those  who  have  attended  our  examinations)  have 
made  good  progress. 

We  nave  also  a  large  and  interesting  Sabbath  school  for  such  a  place 
as  ours ;  average  attendance  between  40  and  50,  including  children 
of  the  different  races  mentioned  in  our  day  school. 

We  have  also  a  station  at  Mis-koo-na-bm-e-kaw-ning,  or  Carp  river, 
about  25  miles  above  this,  where  we  have  a  half-breed  man  stationed, 
who  is  well  educated,  and  can  preach  in  Indian,  English,  or  French, 
and  who  labors  steadily  with  the  Indians.  He  also  favors  others  with 
the  benefits  of  his  labors,  yet  without  interfering  with  missionary  work. 
He  has  had  a  school  of  from  12  to  20  scholars  a  part  of  the  year,  but 
a  portion  of  the  time  the  Indians  were  mostly  absent  firom  the  place 
at  their  fishing  ground. 

We  have  a  small  church,  containing  21  members,  15  of  whom  are 
Indian  and  mixed  blood.  We  also  keep  up  an  interesting  Bible  class. 
Our  Indians  labor  quite  industriously,  sometimes  at  barrelling  up  fishf 
and  sometimes  at  omer  business.    Some  of  them  have  purchased  land 
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and  own  it  individually  like  American  citizens,  and  seem  inclined  to 
come  more  fully  into  the  habits  of  civilized  life. 

The  number  of  barrels  of  fish  they  have  put  up  the  past  year,  and 
the  amount  of  sugar  they  have  made,  I  am  unable  to  report,  as  [  have 
not  yet  learned  the  amount  of  either. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BINGHAM, 
Superintendent  of  Baptist  Misnan. 
To  H.  C.  Gilbert,  Esq., 

Indian  Agentj  Detroit. 


No.  7. 


Flint,  September  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  Indians 
in  the  bounds  of  Flint  district,  Michigan  conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  This  embraces  the  principal  lands  of  the  Chippe- 
ways  of  Saginaw,  and  of  Swan  creek  and  Black  riven  Our  missions 
and  schools  are  located  in  Lapier,  Genesee,  and  Saginaw  counties* 
The  first  mission  established  among  them  was  about  fourteen  years 
since,  but  chiefly  about  eight  years,  during  which  time  a  surprising 
change  has  come  over  them ;  from  the  lowest  and  most  degraded 
heathenism  and  entire  destitution,  they  have  risen  to  respectabibty  and 
comfort,  and  many  of  them  to  the  condition  of  real  Christians.  Our 
policy  has  been,  first,  to  induce  them  to  embrace  the  Christian  faith 
and  become  pious,  in  which  we  have  succeeded  to  a  large  extent— over 
one-third  of  the  whole  population  are  members  of  the  church.  When 
we  could  not  succeed  in  this,  we  have  not  proceeded  to  establish  schools, 
for  our  labor  was  lost,  and  our  money  thrown  away.  Those  have  con- 
tinued in  their  heathen  state,  and  are  rapidly  passing  away. 

As  soon,  however,  as  they  become  pious,  tney  wish  instruction  and 
desire  the  establishment  of  schools,  to  be  able  to  read  the  Bible  for 
themselves,  and  to  have  their  children  learn.  This  is  the  first  com- 
mencement of  a  desire  for  improvement.  Then  commences  gradually 
a  desire  for  all  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  with  limited  means  in  their 
reach  for  its  gratification. 

To  meet  their  wants  as  far  as  possible,  our  aim  was  next  to  gather 
them  together  in  as  large  companies  as  could  be  made  to  afiSliate  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  scnools,  instruction  in  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  as  far  at  least  as  necessary  to  build  themselves  com- 
fortable houses. 

Here,  we  would  remark,  the  aid  of  the  general  government  would  be 
in  place.  If  by  substitution  they  could  be  induced  to  give  up  some 
portions  of  their  annuities,  and  receive  in  lieu  thereof  a  tract  of  land  of 
sufficient  size  for  their  occupancy,  where  they  could  be  congregated, 
not  in  the  form  in  which  Inclians  own  land,  in  common — this  has  been 
destructive  to  them — ^but  so  arranged  that  they  might  become  individual 
owners  of  the  soil,  great  benefits  would  accrue  to  them,  and  a  great 
aving  of  fimds  in  educating  them.    Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  lay 
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this  before  the  department  of  Indian  affairs ;  and  if  it  meets  with  favor- 
able reception^  1  should  be  pleased  to  present  more  in  detail. 

In  the  absence  of  any  such  means,  they  were  induced  to  unite  their 
small  means,  derived  from  the  chase  and  their  annuities,  and  purchase 
small  tracts  of  land,  where  they  might  select,  which  belonged  to  them 
in  common.  This  seemed  to  be  the  only  means  of  providing  for  them 
a  home,  (for  they  had  sold  all  their  land  to  government.)  As  civiliza- 
tion advances,  this  mode  of  holding  land  was  found  to  be  an  endless 
source  of  difficulty  among  themselves ;  besides,  it  was  found  to  repress 
one  of  the  great  elements  in  civilization,  individual  enterprise. 

We  now  aim  to  make  them  individual  owners  of  the  soil,  with  a  view 
to  their  becoming  citizens.  We  divide  among  them  what  land  they 
own  in  common,  and  aid  them  to  purchase  more.  We  seldom  find  one 
who  at  any  time  has  money  enougn  lo  purchase  even  forty  acres.  We 
purchase  the  land  for  them,  and  Itt  them  have  it  for  the  same,  in  quan- 
tities as  they  niay  have  means. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  withheld  from 
sale  certain  lands  in  their  former  reservations,  until  we  shall  be  able  to 
purchase — a  measure  indispensable  to  the  success  of  our  enterprise. 
In  this  way  we  have  secured  a  small  home  for  each  family,  and  with 
it  many  of*^the  comforts  of  home. 

Their  occupation  is  chiefly  agriculture ;  they  depend  on  this  for  a 
subsistence.  As  a  matter  of  necessity  they  fish  and  hunt  a  part  of  the 
year,  but  wish  to  relinquish  it  as  soon  as  they  can.  They  are  mostly 
well-clad,  civil,  temperate,  and  industrious.  Their  agricultural  imple- 
ments are  few,  and  their  facihties  for  farming  limited,  though  every 
year  improving.  The  aid  received  through  your  department,  especially 
recently,  has  been  of  great  service  to  them.  The  diminution  of  num- 
bers, which  heretofore  has  been  fearful,  threatening  their  entire  extinc- 
tion speedily,  has  been  arrested,  and  there  is  now  a  small  increase. 

We  have,  in  these  missions — 

2  white  missionaries. 

3  educated  native  assistants,  teachers,  and  interpreters. 

1  white  assistant  and  teacher.     These  reside  permanently  among 

them;  besides 
3  teachers,  who  are  employed  by  the  month.     These  all  devote  their 

entire  time  to  the  instruction  of  the  Indians. 
6  schools,  taught  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of 
the  necessary  vacations  in  the  fall  and  spring,  when  they  go  out  to 
hunt. 
337  scholars,  from  four  to  eighteen  years  of  age. 

Their  studies  are  exclusively  the  primary  branches  usually  taught  in 
common  schools,  and  the  books  the  same  as  used  in  the  schools  of  this 
State.  Their  greatest  proficiency  is  in  penmanship ;  in  arithmetic, 
slow.  They  have  a  pecuhar  aptitude  for  the  natural  sciences,  but  no 
means  to  gratify  them,  as  our  limited  means  will  not  justify  us  in 
fiimishing  the  necessary  appliances. 

The  missionary  society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  has  ex- 

Cnded,  for  the  purposes  of  the  mission,  the  past  year,  ending  Septem- 
r  15,  1853,  $3,385  61,  besides  the  use  of  about  the  same  amount  of 
money  invested  in  property  for  the  benefit  of  said  missions*    Much 
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attention  is  paid  to  instruction  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  They  are 
making  commendable  improvement.  Our  aim  is  to  qualify  them  soon 
for  citizenship. 

What  we  need  to  facilitate  our  aim  is — 

1st.  An  appropriation  of  $500  annually,  from  some  fund  set  apart 
for  the  civilization  of  the  Indians,  to  each  of  our  schools,  no  more 
than  justice  to  the  race  demands,  or  our  success  in  the  work  of  improve- 
ment among  them  justifies.  This  would  meet  our  wants,  by  enabUng 
us  to  employ  competent  teachers  to  reside  among  them,  provide  suitable 
school-rooms,  books,  apparatus,  &c.     Less  will  not  do  it. 

2d.  They  need  a  better  supply  of  agricultural  and  mechanical  imple- 
ments than  has  been  or  can  be  furnished  with  the  present  arrangements. 

3d.  They  need  instruction  and  oversight  in  all  their  farming  opera- 
tions, more  than  the  missionaries  or  their  assistants  can  afibrd  to 
devote  to  this  object. 

This  can  be  done  without  any  increased  expenditure,  simply  by  a 
change  of  policy : 

1st.  Abolish  the  office  of  Indian  former,  which  has  always  been 
nominal  so  far  as  any  benefit  accruing  to  the  Indians  is  concerned,  as 
contemplated  by  treaty.  The  President  has  authority  to  do  this  by 
treaty,  and  appropriate  the  funds  to  the  purchase  of  implements. 

2d.  The  funds  now  appropriated  to  the  blacksmith  be  applied  in  a 
different  manner.  Employ  a  responsible  man  or  men  to  do  the  Indians* 
work  by  the  piece,  at  a  stipulated  price,  and  authorize  the  Indians  of 
each  band  to  furnish  a  bill  and  draw  a  certain  amount;  the  advantages 
of  this  will  be,  that  four  times  the  amount  of  work  will  be  furnished, 
and  those  bands  living  remote  could  make  arrangements  and  obtain 
their  supplies  at  one  time,  whereas  now  they  receive  little  or  no  benefit. 

These  would  furnish  the  Indians  with  all  the  supplies  requisite  at 

E resent,  until  they  should  be  able  to  furnish ;  and  the  sooner  they 
ecome  self-reliant,  the  better  it  will  be  for  them. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  SMITH, 
Sup't  Flint  Indian  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcoped  Church. 

Hon.  H.  C.  Gilbert, 

Indian  Agent. 


No.  8. 


Detroit,  SeptenAer  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  a  tabular  report  for 
this  year,  1852-1853,  of  the  Indian  schools  connected  with  the  Catho- 
lic missions  under  my  charge,  together  with  some  lists  containing  the 
names,  ages,  and  sexes  of  the  scholars  who  have  attended  any  portion 
of  the  yeai*.  The  reports  of  some  of  these  schools,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive, are  not  includea,  as  I  have  not  yet  received  them  firom  the  teach- 
ers. In  all  these  schools,  spelling,  reading,  and  writing  are  invarisAly 
taught,  and  also  arithmetic,  geography,  and  grammar  to  those  who  are 
more  advanced.    At  the  stations  of  Little  Traverse,  Point  St.  Ignace, 
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and  Mackinaw,  the  girls  are  also  taught  sewing,  knitting,  trimming, 
bark  work,  and  various  kinds  of  needle  work. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  proBciency  of  the  scholars  has,  in 
general,  been  satisfactory  and  encouraging  for  the  time  they  have  at- 
tended school,  and  in  particular  those  of  Sault  St.  Mary,  Anse  Kewanaw, 
and  also  Mackinaw  and  Point  St.  Ignace.  The  improvement  of  the 
scholars  at  Little  Traverse,  Middletown,  and  Cross  Village,  is  not  so 
satisfactory  in  consequence  of  irregularity  in  attending  school,  caused 
by  long  and  frequent  absence  of  families  from  home,  pursuing  their  va- 
rious avocations  of  hunting,  fishing,  &c. 

I  am  also  happy  to  state,  that  in  general  there  is  a  continued  improve- 
ment in  industry,  morality,  and  reUgion  among  our  Indians;  but  still  it 
must  be  confessed  that  the  improvement  of  many  is  but  very  gradual 
and  slow,  and  much  slower  than  would  gratify  the  philanthropic  de- 
sires of  those  who  endeavor  to  aid  them  in  every  way,  and  devote  them- 
selves entirely  to  their  good.  This  is  explained  (as  I  formerly  stated 
it,  which  I  cannot  but  repeat  here  again)  chiefly  by  the  absence  of 
motive  to  personal  effort,  resulting  from  the  insecurity  of  property,  and 
the  very  uncertain  and  unsettled  condition  in  which  they  live.  They 
are  naturally  of  a  wandering  disposition,  and  love  to  make  their  livmg 
by  hunting  and  fishing,  bemg  much  encouraged  thereto  by  traders. 
Their  inclination  for  wandering,  and  seeking  their  existence  by  the  chase, 
rather  than  by  agricultural  pursuits,  is  much  strengthened  and  increased 
by  the  thoughts  that  they  cannot  be  allowed  the  right  of  citizenship,  to 
purchase  land  in  their  own  name,  and  permanently  settle  on  it.  This 
thought  continually  preys  upon  their  minds,  and  creates  a  certain  in- 
difference and  even  distaste  for  any  improvement  of  the  mind  or  habits. 
They  despair  of  ever  obtaining  a  permanent  location  for  themselves  and 
their  posterity,  where  they  shall  not  be  importuned  to  emigrate  and 
give  place  to  the  white  man.  Hence  national  as  well  as  individual 
motives  to  exertion  are  wanting,  and  the  chief  care  with  many  is  to 
supply  present  wants,  and  enjoy  the  gratification  of  the  day,  uncon- 
cerned about  the  consequences  of  to-morrow.  Hence  also  it  is  that  the 
ties  of  love  and  affection  which  unite  them  to  their  children,  being  na- 
turally very  strong,  they  are  not  willing  to  be  long  deprived  of  their 
presence ;  and  thus,  whithersoever  the  parents  wander,  the  children 
must  wander  with  them. 

Could  these  hindrances  be  removed,  or  could  these  Indians  obtain  a 
full  assurance  upon  the  part  of  the  government  that  they  may  validly 
purchase  the  land  which  they  may  choose  to  improve  and  settle  upon, 
without  fear  of  being  compelled  to  abandon  it,  without  doubt  they  would 
feel  much  encouraged  to  unite  themselves  into  large  bands,  which  would 
form  so  many  permanent  settlements  or  flourishing  villages,  where, 
under  the  benign  and  vigorous  influence  of  religion,  the  establishment 
of  settled  habits  of  industry,  sober  occupation,  and  useful  knowledge, 
would  become  objects  of  deep  interest  to  them ;  while  the  thrift  in  agri- 
culture, mechanic  arts,  and  other  branches  of  domestic  economy,  would 
insure  to  them  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life. 
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Please  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration  and  respect, 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

PETER  P.  LEFEVRE, 

Bishop  Z.  A.  D. 
Hon.  H.  C.  Gilbert, 

Acting  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Michigan. 


No.  9. 


Indian  Catholic  Free  School  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  1852-1853, 

August  1,  1853. 

Right  Reverend  Bishop  :  The  school  has  been  kept  open  all  the 
year  round,  except  at  three  different  times,  where  a  recess  of  one  or 
two  weeks  has  been  granted.  All  the  boys  are  admitted  freely,  with- 
out distinction  of  white  or  Indian,  and  both  are  under  the  same  disci- 
pline. The  matters  of  study  are  catechism,  spelling,  reading  writing, 
arithmetic,  English  grammar,  and  French  reading.  The  teaching  busi- 
ness lasts  six  hours  daily,  Saturdays  and  Sundays  excepted,  and  there 
is  monthly  an  examination  held  by  Rev.  T.  B.  Menet,  followed  by  the 
reading  of  an  accoimt  of  each  one's  conduct,  constancy,  and  progress, 
which  account  is  sent  to  parents  when  deemed  expedient. 

Seventy-two  boys  have  profited  more  or  less  of  the  school  instruction. 
The  general  average  of  the  daily  attendance  has  been  for  the  two  first 
quarters  from  10  to  25,  for  the  two  last  from  20  to  40.  We  were  visited 
last  fall  and  winter  by  the  smallpox,  and  for  that  reason  several  stu- 
dents were  kept  home  the  greater  part  of  the  season.  The  spirit  of  the 
boys  is  generally  good.  Order  is  kept  without  much  ado.  They  re- 
quire only  a  teacher  to  direct  them  in  the  way  they  have  to  go.  I  will 
not  enter  into  any  farther  particulars,  but  will  resume  all  in  this :  that 
we  try  never  to  forget  that  it  is  bett^  to  have  no  school  than  to  have  a  bad* 
one;  and  by  a  good  school  it  is  understood  that  the  education  be  brought 
up  at  least  to  the  mark  of  modern  demand,  and  that  it  be  solid  in  faith 
and  piety. 

On  the  verso  you  will  find.  Right  Reverend  Bishop,  the  names  of  the 
boys  who  have  been  admitted  at  school  since  August  last,  1852. 

I  am,  with  perfect  submission.  Right  Reverend  Bishop,  your  most 
humble  and  obedient  servant  in  Christ, 

A.  LACOSTE,  S.  J. 


No*  10. 


Annual  report  of  the  colony  of  Ottawa  Indians^  at  the  Oriswold  mission, 

county  of  Alleghan^  State  of  Michigan. 

The  number  of  Indians  attached  to  this  mission  is  about  the  same  as 
reported  last  year — ^thirty  families;  about  one  hundred  individuals. 
Their  habits  are  generally  good.  The  cases  of  intemperance  are  few. 
Their  attendance  upon  public  worship  is  good,  and  some  of  them  seem 
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to  have  been  much  and  permanently  benefited  by  the  means  of  grace. 
The  resident  teacher,  who  is  also  the  missionary,  is  peculiarly  well 
adapted  to  the  station,  and  enjoys,  it  is  believed,  their  full  confidence. 

The  school  is  faithfully  kept  open  for  the  children,  and  all  proper 
means  used  to  induce  them  to  attend,  but  it  is  difficult  to  make  them 
submit  to  the  necessary  confinement.  Those  who  have  availed  them- 
selves of  this  advantage  have  made  considerable  proficiency  in  the  com- 
mon branches,  or  rather  rudiments,  of  EngHsh  education.  The  great- 
est number  of  scholars  present  at  any  one  time  is  twenty-two. 

One  of  the  scholars,  the  son  of  the  chief,  has  gone  to  the  Indian  insti- 
tution at  Fort  Ripley,  and  bids  fair  to  become  a  useful  minister  among 
the  Chippewas.  He  has  always  been  remarkable,  from  a  child,  for 
purity  of  character,  and  has,  it  is  thought,  the  best  capacity  for  learn- 
mg  of  all  who  have  belonged  to  the  school. 

F.  H.  GUMMING,  Superinlendent. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington. 


m      No.  11. 

Northern  Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Milwaukie^  September  26,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department,  I 
herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report. 

In  conformity  with  the  poUcy  pursued  by  the  United  States  towards 
the  Indian  tribes  for  a  long  series  of  years,  ••  to  transplant  them  from 
the  midst  of  our  white  population,  and  within  State  limits,  to  new  coun- 
tries west  of  the  Mississippi,  where  it  was  supposed  they  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  increase  in  numbers,  and  improve  in  character  and 
resources,"  the  Indian  tribes  in  Wisconsin,  the  Winnebagoes,  Pot- 
tawatomies,  and  Chippewas,  were  removed  from  within  the  limits  of 
the  State,  and,  by  treaties  made  in  1848  with  the  Stockbridges  and 
Menominees,  provision  was  made  for  their  removal,  which  if  carried 
out  would  have  substantially  relieved  this  State  of  her  Indian  popula- 
tion, with  the  single  exception  of  the  small  tribe  of  Oneidas.  Proba- 
bly, in  view  of  this  new  location  of  the  Indians  in  the  west,  the  law  of 
Congress  approved  February  27,  1851,  provided  for  a  reduction  of  the 
superintenaencies  north  of  Texas  and  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains  to 
the  number  of  three,  making  a  change  of  the  location  and  boundaries 
of  the  northern  superintendency  necessary,  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  such  reduction  should  be  proper.  Circumstances  have, 
however,  prevented  the  carrying  into  effect  of  these  treaties,  and  the 
Stockbridges  are  remaining  in  their  old  location,  and  the  Menominees 
have  been  removed  to  a  small  tract  in  the  northern  part  of  this  State. 

The  treaty  with  the  Stockbridges  in  1848  provided  for  their  removal 
west  of  the  Mississippi  within  two  years,  and  their  location  upon  seventy- 
two  sections  of  land,  in  the  selection  of  whicli  they  were  to  be  consulted. 
Their  removal  was  delayed  on  account  of  the  Indian  title  not  being 
39 
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extinguished  to  the  country  to  which  they  wished  to  be  removed,  and 
the  lateness  of  the  season  after  the  Sioux  treaty  had  been  ratified,  in 
1862,  and  was  not  accompUshed  the  present  season  for  tlie  want  of  an 
appropriation  for  their  subsistence. 

These  Indians  were  at  an  early  day  advanced  to  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  civilization,  but  their  condition  has  not  been  materially  improved 
since  1843 ;  not  so  much  on  account  of  their  inabiHty  or  unfitness  for 
improvement  or  cultivation  as  that  of  impracticable  and  ill-advised 
legislation,  which  has  resulted  in  so  many  difficulties  among  themselves, 
and  also  with  the  white  settlers  with  whom  they  live  interspersed,  that 
it  seemed  their  settlement  could  only  be  efibcted  by  the  removal  of  the 
Indians. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  their  removal  has  been  so  long  delayed, 
as  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that  in  a  proper  new  location  they 
will  steadily  improve  in  agriculture  and  the  arts  of  civilization.  A  de- 
tailed statement  of  their  condition  has  heretofore  been  forwarded  to  your 
office,  in  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  7th  of  June  last. 

By  the  treaty  with  the  Menominees,  made  in  1848,  their  removal 
west  of  the  Mississippi  was  contemplated,  but  from  representations 
made  to  the  department  it  was  thought  preferable  to  concentrate  them 
on  the  Upper  Wolf  and  Oconto  rivers,  m  this  State ;  and  accordingly 
they  were  removed  there  in  November  of  last  year,  and  the  consent 
of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin  to  that  arrangement  was  obtained. 
It  was  believed  that  their  new  location  was  better  suited  to  their  wants, 
and  that  they  could  be  removed  to  none  where  they  would  be  so  little 
in  the  way  of  our  white  population.  If  they  should  be  permitted  to 
remain  there,  further  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress  will  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  their  educational  and  agricultural  improvement,  for 
the  erection  of  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  a  manual  labor  school,  and  the 
<eniployment  of  other  means  of  education.  It  is  represented  that  the 
Menominees  are  now,  more  than  ever  before,  inclined  to  acquire  agricul- 
tural habits,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  proper  efforts  to  improve  their  con- 
dition by  educating  the  rising  generation  will  be  rewarded  by  beneficial 
results.  I  shall  shortly  visit  them,  and  will  then  have  an  opportunity 
to  judge  better  of  the  propriety  of  their  location  and  the  moans  requsite 
for  thcnr  improvement.  It  would  be  desirable  that  the  question  of  their 
permanent  location  should  be  settled  as  soon  as  practicable,  as  uncer- 
tainty retards  their  progress  and  is  a  great  detriment  to  the  tribe. 

The  tribe  of  Oneidas  in  this  State  are  cultivating  to  a  considerable 
extent  the  lands  on  their  reservation,  and  require  but  Httle  supervision 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  further  than  the  disburse- 
ment ot  their  educational  and  annuity  funds. 

All  of  which,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  number  of  Indians 
within  the  Suite  of  Wisconsin,  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  HUEBSCHMANN, 
Sui)er intend cnt  Northern  Siijnrintcndency, 

Hnn.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  IndUm  Affairs^  Washington  City, 
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No.  12. 

Green  Bay,  September,  1853. 

Sirt:  Since  entering  upon  the  duties  of  this  sub-agency,  on  the  2Sth 
May  last,  I  have  twice  visited  all  the  tribes  within  its  jurisdiction,  and 
spent  some  days  with  the  Menominees. 

The  Stockbridges,  since  the  treaty  in  1848,  have  been  very  much 
unsettled,  and  are  retrograding  in  their  condition  as  agriculturists,  con- 
sequently they  are  becoming  destitute  and  unhappy.  This  state  of 
things  must  continue  until  their  affairs  are  settled,  and  they  become  per- 
manently located.  The  school  I  found  in  a  very  prosperous  condition, 
under  their  competent  and  industrious  teacher,  Mr.  Siingerland,  a  native 
Stockbridge.  For  a  more  particular  account  of  schools,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  an  abstract  accompanying  this  report. 

As  the  affairs  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  are  now  in  course  of  arrange- 
ment by  the  department,  I  presume  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  a 
more  particular  report  at  this  time. 

The  Oneidas,  as  a  nation,  are  quietly  and  steadily  advancing  in  all 
the  essentials  of  civilization.  Their  patches  of  cultivated  land  are 
becoming  farms,  and  many  of  their  old  log-houses  are  giving  place  to 
good,  substantial  frame  ones.  They  have  under  cultivation  2,750  acres 
of  land,  and  their  stock  and  farming  implements  consist  of  129  horses, 
170  oxen,  160  cows,  420  hogs,  83  ploughs,  and  60  wagons  and  carts. 
From  the  use  of  these  they  derive  ample  support,  independent  of  the 
chase.  In  their  religious  worship  they  are  divided  nearly  equally  into 
two  parties,  each  of  which  has  a  neat  and  commodious  church,  where 
they  meet  to  worship  every  Sunday.  The  first  christian  party  are 
Protestant  Episcopalians,  and  are  furnished  with  a  missionary  by  the 
board  of  missions  of  that  church. 

The  second  are  Methodists,  and  are  furnished  by  the  Methodist  con- 
ference. Each  of  the  parties  have  a  school  separate  from  the  other, 
where  the  common  branches  of  an  English  education  are  taught. 

The  school  under  the  supei  vision  of  Mr.  Roqua,  of  the  second  chris- 
tian party,  I  found  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  while  the  other  is  lan- 
guishing for  the  want  of  a  competent  teacher.  This  difliculty  will  be 
remedied  from  and  after  the  1st  of  October.  The  Oneidas  have  black- 
smiths and  carpenters  of  their  own  people,  who  do  all  the  work  required 
in  those  branches  of  mechanism. 

The  Menominees  were  removed  to  their  present  territory  in  Novem- 
ber of  last  year.  The  short  time  they  have  resided  on  their  lands,  and 
the  unfavorable  circumstances  attending  their  removal,  render  it 
impossible,  in  this  rei)ort,  to  give  any  satisfactory  information  in  regard 
to  their  advancement  in  agricultural  knowledge  and  pursuits.  Labor- 
ing under  almost  every  fl)rm  of  discouragement  and  disappointment, 
they  have  been  able  to  make  but  slow  progress  in  the  arts  of  civil  za- 
lion,  and  they  are  now  despairing  of  any  improvement,  unless  the  change 
in  the  bead  of  the  government  shall  bring  with  it  a  stricter  adherence 
to  justice  and  the  claims  of  humanity.  Their  annuity  payment  last 
year  being  delayed  until  November,  that  portion  of  the  tribe  which 
still  follow  the  chase  was  prevented,  by  the  ice  and  snow,,  from  moving 
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their  families  to  their  hunting  grounds;  and  the  scanty  supply  of  pro- 
visions furnished  under  the  contract  for  their  removal,  together  with  the 
freezing  up  and  consequent  loss  and  detention  ot  their  provisions  during 
removal  of  the  agricultural  bands,  has  been  the  cause  of  great. suffer- 
ing and  destitution,  among  the  whole  nation,  during  the  past  winter  and 
summer,  from  the  effects  of  which  they  have  not  yet  recovered,  and  on 
account  of  which  they  have  hoped  their  annuities  this  jxar  would  be  paid 
earlier,  so  as  to  relieve  their  present  distress,  and  enable  them  to  return 
to  their  homes  before  the  cold  weather  shall  close  the  waters  against 
them.  Oshkosh,  the  head  chief,  said  to  me  in  August,  when  asking  per- 
mission to  go  away  to  gather  rice :  "You  are  aware,  I  have  no  doubt,  of 
our  present  situation  of  starvation ;  we  have  never  been  so  poor  and  des- 
titute of  provisions  as  we  are  this  year,  after  the  solemn  promise  of  the 
agents  of  the  government  made  to  us  to  effect  our  removal.  It  was  well 
understood,  when  we  acceded  to  the  proposition  of  the  government  to 
remove,  that  we  were  to  be  supplied  a  whole  year  with  provisions,  but, 
as  it  happened,  the  provisions  lasted  only  about  six  months ;  and  even 
our  three  thousand  dollars  of  provisions  of  last  year  are  gone."  In  this 
melancholly  condition  I  find  the  Menominees  at  the  present  time. 

The  map  accompanying  this  report  exhibits  the  location  of  the  dif- 
ferent tribes  w^ithin  this  sub-agency ;  the  distance  from  each  other  and 
liom  Green  Bay,  the  location  of  the  agency  building. 

The  Stockbridges  are  settled  along  and  near  the  shore  of  Winnebago 
Lake.  The  Oneidas  occupy  both  sides  of  the  stream  called  Duck 
creek,  which  flows  entirely  through  their  country  from  southwest  to 
northeast. 

The  Menominee  tract  is  divided  nearly  equally  into  two  parts,  which 
are  .separated  from  north  to  south  by  Oconto  river.  These  two  divi- 
sions are  very  distinctly  marked — that  on  the  east  being  heavily  tim- 
bered with  pine  and  maple  in  about  equal  proportions,  the  pine  being 
of  the  very  oest  quality  for  lumbering  purposes,  and  the  maple  afford- 
ing extensive  facilities  for  manufacturing  sugar,  the  land  also  being  of 
the  best  quality  for  farming  ;  while  that  portion  on  the  west  is  a  suc- 
cession of  dry  sandy  ridges,  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  only  thinly  tim- 
bered with  oak  and  spruce,  with  the  exception  of  some  narrow  pine 
groves  and  sugar  maple  bottoms  bordering  the  Wolf  river  on  the  ex- 
treme west  boundary  of  the  tract.  The  only  redeeming  quality  which 
tliis  portion  of  the  tract  possesses  is  the  numerous  beauiitiil  small  lakes, 
or  ponds,  of  clear  pure  water,  which  are  to  be  found  within  sight  of 
each  other  for  many  miles  in  extent.  These  lakes  abound  in  fish,  and 
afford  great  relief  to  the  Indians  settled  about  them.  Unfortunately,  I 
think,  for  all  concerned,  the  late  superintendent  selected  this,  the  south- 
west corner,  as  the  location  for  the  farms,  shops,  and  school-houses,  the 
soil  being  too  light  and  dry. 

The  labor  expended  on  such  a  soil  by  new  beginners  would  only  result 
in  disappointment.  The  fruits  of  this  summer's  toil  have  venfied  in 
many  instances  my  opinion  in  this  respect ;  and  the  forty  acres  fenced 
and  planted  in  corn  bv  the  late  superintendent,  as  an  experiment,  will 
yield  but  little  more  than  the  seed.  Already  have  several  of  the  agri- 
cultural party  expressed  a  desire  to  settle  near  the  Oconto  Falls,  where 
there  is  every  facility  for  comfortable  and  prosperous  farming  operations. 
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'Mie  blacksmith  shops  are  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  each  other 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  tract,  while  nearly  one-half  of  the  In- 
dians are  livins:  from  twelve  to  twenty  miles  from  that  part,  subjecting 
them  to  great  inconvenience. 

The  shops  and  dwellings  for  the  smiths  are  loosely  and  cheaply  built, 
aflfording  but  poor  protection  against  the  severe  winters  of  this  climate. 

The  temporary  buildings  used  for  the  schools,  and  the  dwelling  of 
Mrs.  Dousman,  the  female  teacher,  and  her  daughter,  are  unfit  for  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  occupied,  and  it  is  hoped  that  better  ones 
will  soon  be  erected.    - 

There  are  two  saw-mills  on  the  tract,  their  location  being  designated 
on  the  map.  They  are  good  mills,  in  good  repair,  and  owned  and  kept 
in  operation  by  persons  who  squatted  on  the  lands  several  years  ago. 

If  these  lands  should  be  receded  to  the  Menominees,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  these  mills  be  purchased  at  a  fair  valuation  for  their  benefit, 
as  provided  in  the  treaty,  as  both  of  them  can  be  bought,  and  grist- 
mills erected  in  them,  within  the  amount  of  the  appropriation. 

A  large  portion  of  the  Menominees — nearly  one-half — are  now  turning 
their  attention  to  agriculture,  and  some  o(  the  young  men  are  desirous 
of  learning  the  blacksmith  and  carpenter's  trades ;  and  ail  are  bec^om- 
ing  convinced  that  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  a  livelihood  must  be 
their  ultimate  resort.  Entertaining  these  feelings  they  have  no  desire 
to  move  again.  They  are  satisfied  with  the  location  made  for  them, 
and  hope  that  the  government  will  confirm  it  to  them  forever. 

Havmg  been  broken  up  by  their  recent  removal,  the  agricultural 
bands  are  nearly  destitute  of  everything  necessary  to  carry  on  their 
operations.  Having  no  provender  during  the  last  winter,  their  cattle 
have  nearly  or  quite  all  disappeared.  This  summer  they  have,  under 
my  direction,  cured  an  abundance  of  hay  to  keep  whatever  amount  of 
cattle  may  be  given  them  this  fall.  They  are  temperate  and  industri- 
ous ;  and  many  of  them  who  selected  patches  of  bottom  land  have 
raised  very  good  crops  of  corn,  potatoes,  and  garden  vegetables.  They 
are  very  much  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  within 
their  territory,  either  by  their  own  people  or  by  the  whites;  and  I  have 
made  it  my  special  duty  to  provide  against  it  with  all  the  means  in  my 
power. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  situation  of  the 
agency  property  at  this  place.  The  buildings  not  having  been  occupied 
for  several  years  past  are  falling  to  decay  and  becoming  worthless. 
To  repair  them  and  rebuild  the  fences  will  require  an  outlay  of  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  is,  however,  not  needed^  as  I  am 
occupying  my  own  dwelling.  I  suggest  it  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  house  and  ground  from  going  entirely  to  ruin. 

The  blacksmiths,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  fi-om  the 
Indians  themselves,  have  performed  their  duties  satisfactorily,  so  far  as 
doing  their  work  is  concerned. 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  V.  SUYDAM, 

SiitMigenU  Green  Bay. 

Hon.  Fr.  Huebschmann, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^  Northern  Superintendcncij. 
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No.  13.  . 

Stockbhidob,  Wisconsin,  September  3,  1S63* 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  brief  report  of  my  school 
kept  the  summer  past. 

Whole  number  of  different  scholars  in  attendance,  thirty-five; 
greatest  number  at  any  one  time,  thirty-three;  average  number,  twen- 
ty. 1st  class  in  Iley's  large  ariihmelic  commenced  federal  money, 
and  proceeded  through  compound  interest ;  2d  class  commenced  mis- 
cellaneous examples  under  the  four  first  rules,  and  have  now  finished 
vulgar  Jractions.  1st  class  in  Rey's  2d  arithmetic  (mental)  began  the 
book,  and  have  gone  through  it  once,  and  are  now  upon  a  review;  2d 
class  commenced  the  same  some  time  after,  and  have  now  proceeded 
half  way  through.  A  class  of  eight  in  Brown's  grammar  nave  also 
.  ^  finished  or  passed  through  the  book  once,  and  are  now  upon  a  review; 
'^*  quite  good  in  parsing.  A  class  in  Comstock's  philosophy  have  advanced 
about  two-thirds  through.  1st  class  in  geography,  (Olney's,)  having 
finished  North  America,  are  now  upon  fcSouth  America;  2d  class  in 
Mitchc^ll's  small  geography  are  about  two-thirds  through.  Eight  have 
had  time  to  attend  writing,  besides  their  studies,  who  have  made  good 
proficiency.  The  readers  used  are  McGuffly's  readers,  from  the  1st  to 
the  4th,  which  have  been  read  through  once  by  the  several  classes,  and 
are  now  being  read  the  second  time.  Besides  these,  two  classes  com- 
menced their  letters,  who  are  now  reading  in  words  of  two  syllables. 

Had  the  children  been  punctual  in  their  attendance  they  would  have 
been  far  more  advanced.  This  want  of  regular  attendance  has  been 
caused  by  the  want  of  interest  in  the  parents,  by  the  common  practice 
here  of  sending  children  to  pick  berries,  and  by  the  poverty  of  some 
families  whose  children  are  either  destitute  of  food  or  clothing. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEREMIAH  SLINGERLAND,  Teacher. 

Hon.  J.   V.    SUYDAM, 

U,  S.  Sub  Indian  Agent. 


No.  14. 

Abstract  of  school  reports. 

Sk>t€mber,  1853. 

StodibriJge  school — ^Jeremiah  Slingerland,  teacher;  average  number 
of  scholars  in  attendance,  20;  greatest  number,  36. 

ytudics  pursued:  spelling,  reading,  writing,  geography,  grammar, 
arithmetic,  and  natural  philosophy. 

I  have  examined  this  school  personally,  and  with  .a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction  The  different  studies  are  thoroughly  explained,  and  ap- 
parently well  understood  by  the  scholars.  I  enclose  the  teacher*8 
re|X)rt. 

Oneida  schools — ^First  Christian  party,  Susannali  Loft,  teacher; 
average  number  of  scholars,  16;  greatest  number,  36. 
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Studies  pursued:  the  simplest  branches  of  the  English  language. 
But  little  interest  is  kept  up  in  this  school  by  the  teacher,  and  I  have 
found  her  poorly  qualiGed  for  the  station, 

From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Requa,  teacher  of  the  second  Christian  party,  I 
have  not  received  any  report.  I  have  visited  the  station  twice,  once 
during  a  vacation  and  once  on  a  Saturday.  I  examined  the  school- 
house,  books,  writing  books,  &c.,  of  the  scholars,  which  showed  con- 
siderable advancement.  The  studies  pursued  are  spelling,  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic. 

Menominee  schools — Rev.  F.  J.  Bondicut  and  Mrs.  Dousman,  teachers; 
average  number  of  scholars,  boys  34,  girls  30;  greatest  number  in 
idl,  70.  The  principal  studies  are  spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  geog- 
raphy, in  all  which  branches  the  scholars  have  made  considerable 
progress.  1  visited  the  schools  and  heard  the  large  scholars  read,  and 
examined  their  writing  and  their  lessons  in  geography  and  map  drawing. 

This  school  labors  under  a  disadvantage.  The  teachers  have  been 
brought  up  and  educated  in  a  foreign  tongue;  speaik  and  pronounce  the 
English  language  very  imperfectly.  This  is  the  case  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  male  teacher.  In  other  respects  his  teaching  and  his  in- 
fluence have  had  a  very  excellent  and  benedcial  eff'ect  upon  the  charac- 
ter and  conduct  of  a  large  class  of  this  tribe. 

JOHN  V.  SUYDAM, 

Sub-agentf  Green  Bay. 


No.  15. 


Minnesota  Superintendency, 

SaifU  Paul,  Scjtt ember  14,  1S53. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  heretofore  to  transmit  from  this  office  re- 
ports from  the  Indian  agents  under  this  superintendency. 

I  beg  leave  to  give  my  views  of  the  future  regulations  necessary  in 
the  Indian  department  in  this  Territory. 

The  Chijjpewas. 

1  St.  The  Indian  title  ought,  by  all  means,  to  be  extinguished  to  the 
mining  region  of  Lake  Superior,  and  to  all  lands  eastot  the  Mississippi. 
The  immense  mineral  wealth  of  that  region,  under  the  control  of  our 
enterprising  countrymen,  should  not  be  overlooked.  The  Indians  are 
daily  being  impressed  with  its  great  value,  and  every  year  it  will  be 
more  and  more  difficult  to  purchase  it  at  a  reasonable  rale. 

2d.  This  tribe  should  be  concentrated  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the. 
*•  Pillagers"  put  under  annuities  to  prevent  their  wandering  and  miu-aud- 
ing  habits. 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  very  interesting  report  of  the- 
Chippewa  agent  on  this  subject. 

3d.  The  Cliippewas  must  be  paid  by  the  1st  or  10th  of  September,, 
or  their  annuities,  as  heretolbre,  will  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  bless- 
ing to  those  living  on  Lake  Superior. 

4th.  If  their  goods  and  provisions  could  be  here  by  the  20th  of  July »• 
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they  can  be  transported  by  steamboat  above  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
within  30  miles  of  the  agency. 

6th.  If  they  are  not  paid  before  October,  they  lose  their  fall  hunts, 
which  are  far  more  valuable  lo  these  people  than  government  provi- 
sions, as  they  now  receive  them. 

6th.  If  the  object  of  the  government  is  to  civilize  them,  they  must  be 
concentrated  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  near  their  agent,  their  school, 
and  their  missionaries ;  they  are  now  more  scattered  than  any  tribe  in 
this  Territory.  The  Pillager  bands  of  Chippewas  are  warlike,  and,  not 
being  annuity  Indians,  are  doubly  more  troublesome,  living  as  they  do 
among  those  drawing  annuities. 

The  Sioux. 

The  doubtful  tenure  by  which  this  tribe  hold  their  supposed  reserva- 
tion is  well  understood  by  their  chiefs  and  headmen,  smd  is  beginning 
to  give  deep  dissatisfaction,  and  throwing  daily  more  and  more  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  their  removal;  this  reservation  will  not  be  wanted 
by  white  men  for  many  years : 

1st.  Because  there  is  not  wood,  or  timber,  or  coal,  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  civilization,  except  immediately  on  the  St.  Peter's  and  its 
tributaries.  From  near  the  vicinity  of  the  new  agency  there  commences 
a  vast  prairie  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles  in  extent,  entirely  des- 
titute of  timber ;  and  I  feel  confident  we  never  shall  be  able  to  keep 
any  very  large  number  of  them  at  their  new  agency,  or  near  there.  It 
may  be,  by  using  with  care  and  economy  their  agricultural  fund,  that 
inducements  can  be  held  out  to  keep  more  and  more  each  year  within 
the  reach  of  the  agency. 

2d.  Already  the  fund  set  apart  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  the 
first  year  of  the  Sissetons  and  War-pa-tons  has  been  expended,  and 
all  their  provisions  eaten  up ;  $17,000  and  upwards  has  already  been 
expended  by  Governor  Ramsey,  and  one  year  in  advance  of  the  time 
fixed  by  the  treaty  for  their  removal.  This  expenditure  was  made 
while  he  was  getting  them  to  sign  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  treaty 
of  July  23,  1861,  which  they  were  very  reluctant  to  do,  and  whicn 
not  more  than  half  the  chiefs  have  ever  signed  yet.  These  Indians 
want  the  government  to  confirm  this  reservation  to  them  for  a  term  of 
years.  I  would  recommend  that  this  be  done  as  the  only  means  to 
satisfy  them,  and  humanity  demands  it.  I  recommend  that  the  pay- 
ments be  made  earlier,  so  as  to  give  them  their  usual  time  for  going  art 
their  fall  hunts  for  a  winter's  supply  of  buffalo  and  deer.  The  supplies 
must  be  here  sooner  than  heretofore,  because  the  agency  is  now  removed 
200  miles  further  off,  and  for  the  further  reason,  that  after  the  1st  Au- 
gust no  steamboat  can  be  got  up  to  the  new  agency,  and  land  trans- 
portation is  extremely  diflScult  and  extravagantly  expensive. 

The  Winnebagoes. 

This  tribe  have  until  lately  been  extremely  discontented,  and  have 
never  remained  in  the  country  set  apart  for  them,  under  the  treaty  of 
1846,  permanently.  The  treaty  of  1846  pledged  the  honor  and  solemn 
.!  ith  of  our  government  to  give  them  a  home  suitable  to  their  "wants 
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and  wishes."  By  the  exchange  lately  made  with  them,  by  order  of 
the  government,  through  agent  Fletcher  and  myself,  they  are  much 
pleased,  or  at  least  they  profess  to  be.  Their  new  home  on  Crow 
river  will,  in  my  judgment,  give  them  permanent  satisfaction.  I  take 
this  occasion  to  say,  that  this  exchange  has  caused  some  persons,  for 
party  purposes,  and  others  because  a  difference  in  money  was  not 
given  them  to  pay  old  debts,  to  be  dissatisfied.  They  talk  and  reason 
like  the  government  had  no  right  to  its  own  soil,  nor  the  Indians  any 
claim  to  protection  by  the  government,  notwithstanding  the  pledged 
faith  of  the  government  by  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  1846.  These 
men  making  complaints  against  the  treaty  are  residing  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, where  they  can  go  on  the  west  side  and  make  what  they  call 
cjaims,  and  thus  cut  the  good  timber  off  government  lands  and  convert 
them  to  purposes  of  commerce,  &c.,  without  being  actual  settlers. 

But  I  should  remark  that  this  opposition  to  this  exchange  with  the 
Winnebagoes  is  very  insincere.  They  don't  want  to  lose  the  distri- 
bution of  the  large  Indian  annuity  annually,  yet  they  want  them  off  the 
Mississippi  river,  so  they  can  get  full  access  to  the  timber  of  its  banks. 
They  don't  care  what  becomes  of  the  unfortunate  Indian  so  they  can 
have  things  arranged  to  cater  to  their  cupidity.  But  this  complaint 
only  comes  from  a  few,  and  is  hardly  worth  the  notice  I  have  seen 
proper  to  take  of  it.  The  exchange  made  ought  by  all  means  to  be  con- 
Jirmed. 

This  exchange  was  made  without  the  disinterested  interference  of 
traders  and  speculators,  some  of  whom  have  no  other  care  for  the  red 
man  than  to  fatten  on  his  ignorance  and  frailty.  I  know  what  I  say, 
and  mean  what  I  say. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Winnebago  agent,  for  1852,  he  strongly 
recommends  this  exchange  of  country,  and  appeals  to  the  pledged  faith 
of  our  government,  made  in  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  1846 ;  de- 

E'cts  the  calamities  and  difficulties  consequent  upon  its  not  being  done 
jfore  then ;  but  now,  under  a  new  and  different  administration,  he 
and  some  friends  affect  to  oppose  it.  Governor  Ramsey  recommended 
it  strongly,  and  said  the  forks  of  Crow  river  were  supposed  to  be  seventy 
miles,  when,  in  truth,  it  is  only  fifteen  miles,  or  less,  by  land.  This 
error  he  made  for  want  of  proper  information  on  the  subject,  of  course. 
The  Hon.  S.  B.  Lowry,  in  his  report  to  me  on  this  subject,  says  the 
Winnebago  Indians  cannot  be  kept  off  the  Mississippi  river  without  the 
government  uses  force  to  keep  them  back ;  to  use  force  would  lead 
to  far  worse  consequences  than  any  possible  event,  be  feared,  by 
letting  them  have  a  small  strip  on  that  river.  I  affirm  to  the  govern- 
ment that  the  best  protection  that  can  possibly  be  given  to  the  Tirontier 
people,  from  the  Indian  depredations,  is  to  let  the  agency,  school-houses, 
blacksmith-shops,  farms,  missions,  and  traders,  be  in  front  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  the  Indians  back.  Thus  the  agent  will  be  within 
reach  of  the  settlements,  and  can  keep  the  Indians  back.  Without  this, 
Indians  will  roam  about  at  will ;  and  it  is  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the 
Indian,  because  they  are  invited  over  to  the  white  settlements  to  trade. 
The  land  they  have  got  is  only  fit  for  Indians,  except  perhaps  a 
strip  on  the  Mississippi- river,  and  some  prairies.  The  land  they  give  the 
government  is  by  far  tbe  most  valuable  tti  the  white  man.  The  Crow  river 
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country  abounds  in  wild  rice  in  great  abundance,  and  bountifully  sup- 
plied with  game.  They  therefore  cannot  say,  hereafter,  that  the  gov- 
ernment has  not  given  them  a  country  of  their  own  choice.  For  the  reason 
that  this  administration  has  done  what  the  last  tried  to  do.  but  failed, 
you  may  perhaps  hear  a  few  of  these  persons  complain  that  the  Win- 
nebagoes  are  being  brought  too  near  them.  This  is  a  shameless  ex- 
cise, when  one  year  ago  the  same  men  asked  it  to  be  done.  There- 
fore, sho.4d  the  government  refuse  to  confirm  the  exchange,  I  here  say, 
the  Winn ebagoes  are  disintegrated  forever,  and  must  become  shortly 
mere  wnndering  trespassers,  without  hope,  for  all  future  time.  They 
feel  that  the  government  solemnly  promised  it  to  them  in  the  treaty  of 
1846  ;  and  if  any  civilized  nation  of  the  world  held  such  a  pledge  by 
treaty  from  us,  we  would  not  degrade  ourselves  before  the  world  so 
much  as  to  permit  it  to  be  insinuated  that  we  refused  to  comply  with 
it-  These  Indians  "know  their  rights,"  but  they  dare  not  maintain  them 
like  great  nations  with  whom  we  have  treaty  relations  would  do. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  you  to  the  able  report  oF  agent 
Fletclier  on  various  subjects  connected  with  his  agency^ ;  and  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  saying  of  him  that  he  is  pre-eminently  fitted  for  his 
station — honest,  faitliful,  and  of  strict  integrity ;  and  let  me  sajs  that 
an  honest  man,  as  Indian  agent,  is  the  only  safeguard  to  these  children 
of  nature.  The  Wipnebagoes  say  of  Gen.  Fletcher,  "  well,  we  are  glad 
he  is  back  to  us;  he  will  scold  us  sometimes,  hut  he  will  not  steals 

My  recommendations  are  found  in  the  first  part  of  this  report,  briefly 
stated.  If  I  string  out. this  report  it  will  not  be  read,  and  perhaps 
(jught  not. 

I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  agent  Herriman  and  agent  Murphy  are 
both  honest,  faithful,  and  capable.  Agent  Murphy  has  by  far  the  most 
onerous  duties  to  perform  oi  any  agent  under  my  superintendency. 

The  flicts  proven  in  the  investigation  of  alleged  frauds  against  ex- 
Governor  Ramsey  justify  me,  in  this  report,  in  saying  that,  although 
the  treaties  of  1851  declared  that  $275,000  for  the  Sissetons  and  Wah- 
pa-toan  Sioux,  and  $220,000  for  the  Medawa-Kautoan  and  Wapacooty 
Sioux  should  be  "paid  to  the  chiefs  as  they  in  open  council  should  re- 
quest," and  the  cniefs  of  these  bands  did,  in  open  council,  request 
again  and  again  of  Gov.  Ramsey  that  the  said  money  should  be  paid  to 
them  in  their  own  hands ;  yet  it  was  not  so  paid^  but  mostly  paid  to 
their  traders,  against  their  protests  and  remonstrances,  made  known  in 
every  way  an  Indian  can  make  anything  known  to  government  agents. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  remarkable  to  hear  deep  and  bitter  murmuring  by 
them  against  the  treatment  they  think  they  liave  received ;  and  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty,  at  some  future  time,  to  ask  you  to  let  a  very  few  of 
these  chiefs  come  to  see  the  President  on  this  matter. 

I  can  only  carry  out  the  treaty,  and  remove  them  to  their  new  homes, 
where  they  are  going  with  a  deep-seated  conviction  that  they  have 
been  wronged. 

I  am,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

^y.  A.  GORMAN, 
Governor  and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. . 

Commissioner  t)F  Indian  Affairs, 

TVashingtan  city^  2?.  C. 
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No,  16, 

Chippewa  Agency, 

September  8,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  instructions,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report.  In  consequence  of  the  short  time  intervening"  since  my 
arrival  (on  June  6)  at  this  agency,  the  report  will  not  be  as  full,  per- 
haps, as  desirable. 

The  agency  dwelling  having  been  burnt  a  few  months  previous  Id 
my  arrival,  I  am  obliged  to  occupy  as  a  residence  an  old  dilapidated 
log  building  hardly  fit  for  a  stable. 

I  found  three  log  buildings  designed  for  an  office  and  council  room, 
warehouse  and  provision  warehouse,  each  without  floors,  and  two.  of 
them  without  roofs  or  windows;  consequently  there  was  no  place  in 
which  to  store  the  annuity  goods  and  provisions.  The  provisions  were 
already  beginning  to  arrive.  To  save  the  government  from  loss,  you, 
sir,  under  date  of  July  24,  instructed  me  to  make  such  additions  to  the 
warehouse  on  the  most  economical  plan  as  would  secure  the  object  de- 
sired; which  has  been  done  at  an  expense  of  about  five  hundred  dol- 
lars— the  lumber  had  to  be  hauled  twenty-nine  miles.  This  expense 
has  been  incurred  without  any  funds  to  meet  it,  but  it  was  absolutely 
necessary.  In  a  communication  which  I  made  to  you  on  the  subject, 
(July  5,)  I  estimated  that  $3,000  or  $3,500  would  cover  the  expense  of 
erecting  an  agency  dwelling  and  complete  the  warehouses.  I  respect- 
fiilly  request  the  department  to  make  such  an  appropriation. 

There  are  farms  opened,  at  this  agency  at  Gull  lake.  Mill  lac, 
Sandy  lake,  and  Red  lake. 

At  this  agency  there  are  three  hundred  acres  under  fence,  and  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  crops  have  been  raised  the  past  sea- 
son. On  my  arrival  here  I  found  over  one-third  of  the  farm  occupied 
by  whites. 

Believing  that  whites  had  no  rights  on  an  Indian  farm,  I  claimed  and 
have  taken  one-third  of  the  crops  as  soon  as  harvested. 

About  twenty  acres  have  been  cultivated  by  the  Indians — raising  corn, 
potatoes,  pumpkins,  squashes,  watermelons,  &c.,  &c.  The  balance  of 
the  farm  nas  Tbeen  cultivated  by  the  employes.  The  crops  have  ex- 
ceeded my  expectations,  particularly  the  rutabagas.  Notwithstanding 
the  seed  was  put  in  late,  (I  being  obliged  to  send  to  Galena  for  seed,) 
there  will  be  at  least  28,000  bushels  raised,  from  sixty  acres  seeded. 

Of  potatoes,  3,000  bushels  from  10  acres, 
oats  1,000     "  "     35     ** 

corn  500     "  "     15     " 

beans  30     "  "       2     " 

The  farm  at  Gull  lake  comprises  about  30  acres,  which  is  cultivated 
by  the  Indians,  aided  very  materially  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breck,  an  Epis- 
copal missionary  stationed  at  that  place;  his  report  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

At  Mill  lac  thirty  acres  are  under  cultivation  by  a  stationed  farmer ; 
the  crops  are  good,  consisting  of  corn,  potatoes,  rutabagas,  &c.,  &c. 
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At  Sandy  lake  is  a  farm  of  thirty  acres,  cultivated  by  the  Indians, 
aided  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sprates. 

The  above  farms  were  all  opened  and  fenced  by  funds  appropriated 
by  the  general  government. 

At  Red  lake  is  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres.  This 
farm  is  in' latitude  48^  16'  north.  About  one  hundred  acres  are  culti- 
vated by  the  Indians.  The  land,  which  is  very  heavily  timbered,  is  first 
deared  by  the  Indians,  and  then  broken  up  by  the  missionaries'  teams; 
after  the  first  year  it  is  cultivated  by  the  hoe  alone. 

The  Rev.  S.  G.  Wright,  a  missionary  stationed  at  that  point,  (to 
whom  much  credit  is  due  for  his  disinterested  labors  among  the  Indians,) 
informs  me  that  for  eight  years  past  they  have  raised  large  crops  of 
winter  wheat,  and  that  forty-five  oushels  to  the  acre  they  consider  cona- 
paratively  a  small  crop ;  that  he  has  measured  the  product  of  one  acre 
of  shelled  com,  (small  white  flint,)  seventy-two  bushels,  and  that  fifty 
bushels  is  an  average  crop.  Their  usual  crops  are  wheat,  rye,  com, 
oats,  potatoes,  beans,  squashes,  pumpkins,  &c. 

The  Indians  residing  at  this  point  do  not  receive  annuities. 

The  custom  has  been  at  this  agency  to  appoint  four  farmers  at  a  salary 
of  $500  per  year,  leaving  but  81,000  per  year  with  which  to  purchaas 
seed,  agricultural  implements,  lumber,  nails,  glass,  harness,  stock,  and 
other  minor  articles,  and  to  pay  for  extra  hands  during  spring,  har- 
vesting and  haying. 

Again,  two  carpenters  are  provided  for  by  the  treaties,  but  not  one 
doUfir  for  the  purchase  of  lumber,  nails,  glass,  &c.,  &c.,  each  of  which 
articles,  when  purchased,  must  be  paid  for  from  the  above-mentioned 
fund. 

I  would  suggest  that  but  one  or  two  regular  farmers  be  employed — 
as  men,  when  required,  can  be  hired  at  $30  or  $35  per  month.     This 

Elan  will  relieve  the  agent  from  much  vexation,  and  be  of  much  more 
enefit  to  the  Indians ;  and  if  not  otherwise  instructed  I  shall  adopt  the 
above  plan,  as  I  can  then  keep  the  two  carpenters  profitably  employed, 
carry  on  the  farm  at  much  less  expense,  furnish  the  Indians  witn  more 
aeeu,  &c.,  &c. 

The  buildings  required  here  are  an  agent's  dwelling,  school  and 
boarding-house,  workshops,  store-house  and  barn ;  the  lumber  for  which, 
as  at  present,  will  have  to  be  hauled  twenty-nine  miles,  or  sawed  bv 
hand,  which  would  cost  forty  dollars  per  thousand  feet.  (The  school, 
boarding  and  store-house  and  workshops,  will  be  built  out  of  the  school 
fund.) 

A  number  of  the  Indians  have  requested  of  me  to  build  them  houses 
with  cellars,  so  that  they  could  save  their  crops  from  the  depredatbns 
of  the  Pillagers  and  others  who  do  not  farm. 

In  view  of  the  probable  erection  of  the  above-mentioned  buildings, 
I  respectfully  suggest,  that  if  a  saw-mill  were  to  be  built  here,  it  would 
gave  at  least  one-half  of  the  expense  of  the  buildings,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  future  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  Indians.  Five  thousand  dollars 
would  erect  a  saw-mill  and  all  the  other  buildings  required  not  con- 
nected with  the  school.  There  is  a  fine  mill  site  within  one  mile  of  the 
agency,  surrounded  by  magnificent  pines  in  quantity  sufficient  to  last 
the  Indians  fifty  years. 
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In  calling  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  report  of  the  Rev.  S.  Hall, 
permit  me  to  remark,  that  government  and  religious  societies  have  ex- 
pended vast  sums  of  money  in  endeavoring  to  civilize  the  Indians.  To 
carry  out  this  beneficent  design,  the  aid  of  the  schoolmaster  has  been 
sought.  Books  have  been  printed  in  the  Indian  languages ;  children 
have  been  boarded  in  white  famihes  far  removed  from  the  Indian  coun- 
try ;  they  have  been  sent  to  colleges,  and  other  seminaries  of  learning; 
they  have  been  taken  into  the  families  of  the  missionary,  carefully  in- 
structed from  books,  taught  by  both  "  precept  and  example"  the  bene- 
fits of  education ;  but  has  one  Indian  prejudice  or  superstition  been 
eradicated  from  their  minds,  has  one  custom  been  changed,  has  one 
vice  been  conquered  ? 

The  pious  missionary  spends  his  life  of  thirty,  forty,  or  even  fifty 
years,  among  the  wild  Indians,  far  firom  the  home  of  his  youth  and 
friends,  enduring  without  a  murmur  nameless  privations  and  unnum- 
bered hardships — dies;  his  place  is  immediately  filled  by  another 
equally  jealous,  equally  patient,  equally  hopeful ;  influenced  by  the 
same  motives,  the  good  oi  the  "  poor  Indian,"  hoping  that  he  will  soon 
see,  nay  fancying  that  he  does  see,  the  germ  from  the  seed  long  since 
planted;  believing  that  his  long-continued  disinterested  efforts  must, 
and  soon  will,  be  crowned  with  success ;  but  soon,  alas !  too  soon  his 
fancies,  hopes,  expectations,  all,  all  are  blasted.  The  youth  from 
whom  much  has  been  expected,  from  his  docile  manners,  his  quick 
apprehension,  retentive  memory,  and  astonishing  facility  with  which  he 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  of  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  history,  &c.,  suddenly  becomes  a  loathsome 
drunkard,  a  proficient  rambler,  despised  alike  by  his  white  and  red 
brethren.  This  is  not  always  the  case,  but  it  is  in  ninety-nine  cases  out 
of  every  hundred;  the  book-educated  Indian  is  the  most  dissipated 
among  them. 

What,  then,  must  all  efforts  cease,  and  they  left  to  pursue  their  own 
course,  permitted  to  remain,  in  a  civilized  land,  monuments  of  man's 
inability  to  tame  his  fellow  man? 

Why  not  try  some  new  plan ;  try  a  manual  labor  school :  not  the  old 
mission  system  under  the  name  of  manual  labor,  but  a  new  plan,  a 
manual  labor  school  in  fact?  I  conceive  a  manual  labor  school  to 
be  one  in  which  labor  is  made  the  primary,  and  books  a  secondary, 
considaration* 

The  prevalent  idea  out  of  the  Indian  country  is,  that  it  is  all  impor- 
tant to  learn  the  Indian  to  read ;  experience  has  taught  those  long 
in  the  Indian  country  that  nothing  is  more  fallacious. 

The  first  and  most  important  operation  is  to  induce  them  to  discard 
their  own  and  adopt  the  dress  of  the  whites;  they  are  then  prepared 
to  labor. 

Where  is  there  a  better  field  than  at  this  agency  for  a  trial  to  be  made? 

The  Chippewas  are  anxious  to  learn ;  many  of  them  have  adopted 
the  dress  of  the  whites.  All  of  their  women  that  can  get  the  material, 
make  their  dresses  after  the  pattern  of  the  white  women.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  their  children  wear  long  dresses,  or  coats  and  pants.  A 
Eortion  then  of  this  tribe  are  prepared  to  receive  instruction  in  labon 
let  their  instructors  be  farmers,  carpenters,  wheelwrights  and  black- 
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smiths ;  put  the  boys  in  the  various  shops ;  to  learn  the  use  of  tools, 
let  them  make  cradles,  sleds,  miniature  wagons,  anything,  that  will 
please  them,  or  excite  their  attention,  until  they  can  be  gradually  brought 
under  restraint  in  whatever  department  they  may  be  employed;  let  the 
females  be  taught  to  cut  and  make  (of  materials  given  them  or  pur- 
chased out  of  tlie  school  fund)  their  own  and  the  boys'  clothes  after  the 
pattern  of  the  whites;  allow  no  Indian  dresses  to  be  made  in  the 
school,  or  worn  by  the  scholars ;  learn  them  to  wash,  bake,  knit,  make 
soap  and  candles;  to  reside  in  houses,  sleep  on  bedsteads,  eat  at  tables, 
on  plates,  with  knives  and  forks  ;  in  fact,  gradually  civilize  them  ;  give 
them  weekly  or  semi-weekly  rations,  as  an  encouragement  to  them,  and 
an  inducement  to  their  parents  to  support  the  schools.  As  they  grow 
up  and  improve  in  labor,  they  will  forget  their  fathers*  prejudices.  Let 
books  be  a  sec6ndary  consideration,  except  to  those  who  are  too  young 
to  handle  tools. 

You  can  induce  an  Indian  to  change  his  customs  with  provisions 
sooner  than  in  any  other  way,  or  by  any  other  means. 

The  idea  of  having  a  teacher,  and  then  a  superintendent  over  him  to 
learn  an  Indian  boy  how  to  read,  looks  to  me  like  a  general  officer, 
commanding  in  the  centre  of  the  grand  prairie,  forming  a  hollow  square 
with  a  single  private. 

I  believe  that  the  school  fund  should  be  expended  so  as  to  benefit  the 
Indians.  I  conceive  a  manual  labor  school,  with  practical  mechanics 
as  teachers,  and  the  agents  only  for  superintendents,  would  be  most 
conducive  to  that  result. 

If  there  is  any  one  thing  more  than  another  which  I  wish  to  urge  on 
the  attention  of  the  department,  it  is  early  payments  to  the  Chippcwas 
of  Mississippi  and  hnke  Superior.  It  is  now  the  8th  of  September, 
the  time  that  the  payment  should  be  made,  and  at  the  last  advices  the 
goods  had  not  yet  arrived  at  St.  Paul,  nor  have  I  heard  anything  of 
their  annuity  money.  Tliis  tribe  of  Indians  are  differently  situated 
from  any  other;  their  only  mode  of  conveyance  is  by  canoes  ;  some  of 
them  have  to  come  over  four  hundred  miles ;  their  annuities  are  small, 
and  if  navigation  closes  before  they  return  from  payment,  they  not  only 
lose  all  their  annuities,  but  their  canoes,  and  many  of  them  die  of  star- 
vation by  the  way;  and  those  who  get  to  their  homes  are  worse  off*  than 
when  they  started  to  receive  their  pay.  This  destroys  the  influence  of 
both  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  and  the  agent,  as  the  Indians, 
to  some  considerable  extent,  hold  these  officers  responsible  for  matters 
of  this  kind.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter,  from  the  Lake  Supe- 
rior chiefs  and  headmen,  will  inform  you  more  fully  of  their  wishes  on 
this  subject  : 

Fond  du  Lac,  July  11,  1853. 

Dear  Father:  We,  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  Lake  Superior, 
lake  this  opportunity  of  representing  to  you  the  inconvenience  and 
suffering  in  having  late  payments. 

Ever  since  the  agency  has  been  removed  to  Crow-wing  we  have 
suffered  wonderfully,  by  losing  our  canoes,  goods,  and  provisions;  we 
were  obliged  to  leave  them,  and  wade  in  the  snow  to  our  homes  in  a 
state  of  beggary.    We  do  hope  our  new  Gsither  will  hear  and  relieve 
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US.     We  hope  to  see  you  at  the  next  payment,  when  we  will  say  more 

to  you,  and  have  you  help  your  red  children. 

SHIN-GUP, 
NON-GON-AT, 
AU-EMOS-ONG, 
COE-OBBE-CIEN, 
a?id  eighteen  headmen. 

Not  only  are  early  payments  of  particular  importance  to  the  Indians 
of  Lake  Superior,  but  to  those  also  known  as  Mississippi  Indians,  as 
they  wish  to  depart  on  their  fall  and  winter  hunts  early  in  October. 
The  payment  should  be  made  at  latest  by  the  15th  September. 

Another  matter  that  I  deem  of  not  only  vast  importtmoe  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  Indians,  but  likewise  to  the  interest  of  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota— ihnt  is,  the  government  should  purchase  the  lands  owned  by 
the  Chippewas  east  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

The  whole  country  about  Lake  Superior  is  a  mineral  country.  It  is 
said  by  geologists,  who  have  given  the  country  a  thorough  examination, 
tliat  by  far  the  richest  portion  of  it  is  in  possession  of  the  Indians. 
Whites  are  constantly  trespassing  on  these  lands,  which  is  a  continued 
source  of  vexation  to  the  agent,  and  engenders  a  bad  state  of  feeling 
among  the.  few  Indians  scattered  over  that  vast  extent  of  country. 

Again :  from  Sandy  Lake  north  to  the  line  of  the  British  posses- 
sions, and  fi'om  the  Mississippi  river  east  to  near  Lake  Superior,  is 
one  almost  unbroken  vast  forest  of  magnificent  pine  timber.  Pah-kay- 
yah-mah  falls  (north  of  Sandy  lake)  affords  a  water  power  superior 
to  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony. 

The  southern  country  bordering  on  the  Mississippi  river  depends  in 
a  great  measure,  and  soon  will  entirely,  on  Minnesota  for  lumber. 

The  Indians  are  anxious  for  a  treaty  ;  game  is  every  year  diminish- 
ing ;  furs  are  getting  scarce  ;  their  annuities  are  very  small ;  the  chiefs 
and  many  of  the  Indians  appreciate  their  condition  as  individuals  and 
as  a  tribe.  The  land  must  soon  be  occupied  by  the  whites,  who  are 
almost  daily  encroaching  upon  it  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  A  treaty 
now  could  be  made  on  iavorable  terms ;  every  season  that  the  matter 
is  procrastinated  it  will  be  more  ditticult. 

it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  Indians,  as — 

1st.  It  would  confine  them  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  thus  as  it 
were  force  civilization  upon  them,  and  render  them  more  easily  con- 
ti'oUed  by  the  officers  of  the  government. 

2d.  It  would  give  them  larger  annuities,  a  large  civilization  fund 
with  which  to  build  houses,  open  farms,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

3d.  It  would  include  the  Pillager  bands  as  annuity  Indians,  as  the 
Indians  removed  from  east  of  the  Mississippi  would  be  removed  upon 
lands  claimed  by  the  Pillagers. 

The  Pillagers  receive  no  annuities ;  hence  the  superintendent  or 
agent  can  exercise  no  control  over  them.  All  the  depredations  that 
have  been  committed  within  this  agency  since  my  arrival  have  been 
committed  by  portions  of  these  bands. 

It  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  people,  as — 

Ist.  It  would  bring  into  market  an  immense  copper  region  of  incal- 
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culable  value.  Mining  can  be  carried  on  north  of  the  St.  Louis  river 
at  much  less  expense,  with  much  larger  returns,  than  the  present  ope- 
rations on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior. 

2cl.  It  would  bring  into  market  an  immense  pine  region,  superior  in 
quantity  and  quality  to  any  in  the  western  country;  a  matter  that  is  of 
great  importance,  considering  with  what  rapidity  this  northwest  corner 
is  filling  up  with  the  "  hardy  sons  of  toil."  It  would  be  carrying  out 
and  almost  completing  what  has  long  been  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  remove  and  concentrate  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river, 

RespectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  HERRLVIAN, 

Indian  AgenU 
His  Excellency  W.  A  Gorman, 

Superiritendcnt  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Paul,  M.  T. 
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Chippewa  Mission  at  Gull  Lake, 

September  6,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  with  your  request,  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
poor  Indian,  I  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  of  making  an  informal 
report  to  the  civil  authorities  in  charge  of  and  administering  Indian 
affairs  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota. 

The  Gull  Lake  mission  originated  in  the  belief  that  there  was  some 
remedy  in  religion  and  civilization  for  the  paganism  and  barbarism  of 
the  red  man.  We  had  evidence  enough  in  history  and  before  us  in  the 
country  that  the  mere  mechanism  of  the  school-room  was  insufficient 
of  itself  to  effect  this.  Having  had  charge  of  a  manual  laboring  school 
upwards  of  ten  years  for  young  men,  amongst  whom  were  Indian  youths 
who,  in  the  course  of  four  years,  learned  house-building  and  other  me- 
chanical arts,  as  also  the  breaking  up  of  the  virgin  soil,  driving  their 
five  or  six  yoke  of  cattle  without  help  of  the  white,  we  were  led  to  be- 
lieve others  might  be  taught  the  same,  and  far  better,  amidst  their  own 
people. 

But  not  to  make  my  words  tiresome,  let  me  here  state  that  the  first 
year  of  our  labor  has  seen  the  Indian  man  of  grey  hairs,  and 
the  middle-aged  man,  the  women,  and  many  children,  engaged  in  work 
so  constantly,  day  after  day,  and  week  after  week,  numbering  already 
montlis  of  the  coldest  and  of  the  hottest  weather,  that  those  who  have 
been  eye-witnesses  of  these  facts  are  ready  to  concede  that  the  Indian 
may  become  civilized. 

The  past  winter  averaged  twenty-five  to  forty  persons  daily  engaged 
in  clearing  wood-land,  whilst  about  two  hundred  different  Indians  have 
wrought  during  the  year  in  one  form  or  another  of  the  domestic  and 
civilized  life.  A  few  log-houses  have  been  erected  through  their  own 
exertions  under  the  direction  of  the  mission  carpenter,  and  several  acres 
of  land  have  been  brought  under  cultivation. 


H.  Doc.  1.  805 

At  the  first,  all  the  Indians  begged ;  but  after  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  rule  of  the  mission,  to  give  nothing  without  a  compensation, 
they  willingly  commenced  work,  and  have  continued  it  up  to  the  present 
time.  They  have  wrought  for  clothing  as  well  as  for  food,  and  have,  in 
several  instances,  already  adopted  the  habit  of  the  whites.  This  makes 
work  come  easy  to  them ;  whereas  the  blanket  is  a  great  hindrance  to 
the  free  exercise  of  the  limbs. 

Our  school  is  in  the  field  and  in  the  shop,  and  in  the  house  far  more 
than  in  the  school-room,  and  embraces  all  classes,  old  and  young,  male 
and  female.  The  field  is  the  plantation,  at  first  principally  intended 
for  the  growth  of  vegetables,  which  the  Indians  cultivate  under  our 
direction.  This  is  in  addition  to  their  own  several  private  patches 
of  corn  and  potatoes.  The  shop^  and  the  log-house  they  build  for 
themselves,  and  when  built,  it  is  still  the  various  articles  of  household 
furniture,  or  farming  implements,  which  they  are  taught  to  supply  for 
themselves  and  the  house,  and  the  domestic  Ufe ;  wherein  cooking, 
washing  and  ironing,  sewing,  knitting,  and  preparing  their  own  clothing, 
are  the  things  taught  there. 

The  school  of  the  field,  the  shop,  and  domestic  life,  occupies  old  and 
young  six  hours  per  day;  whereas  the  learning  of  letters  in  the  school- 
room does  but  two,  and  confined  to  the  English  tongue.  We  would 
endeavor  to  make  them  men,  in  order  efiectually  to  make  them 
Christians.  Thus  far  the  mission  has  succeeded  beyond  our  best 
hopes  of  what  would  be  possible  short  of  three  or  five  years,  especially 
with  the  adult  portion  of  the  Indians. 

Our  support,  as  a  mission,  is  derived  wholly  fix)m  the  interest  we  can 
awaken  abroad  in  behalf  of  the  reformation  and  civilization  of  the  red- 
man.  There  is  no  board  of  missions  or  society  assisting  us,  apart  from 
the  individual  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  whom  we 
may  arouse  to  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  aborigines  of  our  country.  Our 
mission  family  is  as  follows : 

Rev.  James  Lloyd  Breck,  missionary. 

Mrs.  Wells,  matron. 

Miss  Mills  and  Miss  Allen,  teachers  of  domestic  life. 

Mr.  John  Johnson,  interpreter. 

Mr.  John  Parker,  carpenter. 

Mr.  Abira  Richardson,  farmer. 

Mr.  Charles  Selsrig  and  Albert  Wells,  teachers  of  gardening,  &c. 

Also  the  wife  of  the  farmer,  and  a  female  over  the  culinary  depart- 
ment of  the  mission,  render  efficient  help  in  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
women. 

It  is  intended  the  coming  winter  to  pay  such  attention  to  the  Ojibwa 
language,  as  well  as  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  nation,  as  will  en- 
able us  to  send  out  a  portion  of  our  household  to  the  new  mission  station 
at  Otter  Tail  l^ijce,  where  we  are  now  building  a  mission-house  and 
preparing  to  break  up  land  in  the  spring. 

I  cannot  close  these  remarks  without  observing  to  you  the  monstrous 
evil  and  hindrance  to  us  in  the  way  of  benefiting  the  Indian  that  we 
find  in  the  fire-wdter.  That  continues  to  pour  into  the  Indian  territory, 
SO 
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notwithstanding  all  the  several  penal  laws  enacted  by  the  general  gov 
ernment  prohibiting  it. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LOYD  BRECK. 
Maj.  D.  B.  Herrimav, 

Ind,  Agent  for  the  Chippcwas  of  Mississippi  and  Lake  Superior, 
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Chippewa  Agency,  Sept.  8,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools 
and  mission  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions among  the  Chippewa  Indinns,  for  the  year  preceding  this  date: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  board  had  two  stations  among 
the  Chippewas — one  at  Lapointe,  and  the  other  at  Bad  river,  on  Lake 
Superior. 

The  follgwing  persons  have  been  employed  as  missionaries,  teachers, 
and  assistants : 

At  the  Lapointe  station:  Rev.  S.  Hall,  missionary;  Charles  Pulsifer, 
teacher  of  the  school ;  Henry  Blatchford,  interpreter  and  native  assist- 
ant; Mrs.  Hall  and  Mrs.  Pulsifer. 

At  the  Bad  River  station:  Rev.  L.  H.  Wheeler,  missionary ;  Mrs. 
Wheeler  and  Miss  Abby  Spooner. 

The  school  at  Lapointe  was  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Pulsifer  until 
his  removal  to  this  place  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer.  It  was  sus- 
pended after  the  first  of  March,  from  the  time  the  Indians  removed  to 
their  sugar  camps.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  during 
the  fall  and  winter  was  thirty- five ;  the  average  number  of  each  day 
was  nineteen.  The  studies  pursued  were  reading,  writing,  spelling, 
geography,  arithmetic,  (mental  and  written,)  history,  and  composition. 

The  school  at  Bad  river  has  been  principally  taught  by  Miss  A. 
Spooner.  This  school  has  been  maintained  with  more  regularity 
during  most  of  the  year  than  formerly,  and  attended  by  more  scholars. 
Forty  or  more  have  been  in  attendance,  more  or  less ;  but  many  have 
been  very  irregular  in  their  attendance.  The  studies  have  been  similar 
to  those  pursued  in  the  school  at  Lapointe. 

Since  the  removal  of  those  formerly  connected  with  the  station  at 
Lapointe  to  this  place,  the  mission  family  of  Bad  river  have  gone  there 
to  reside  temporarily,  and  have  maintained  a  school  there  since  the 
first  of  July  last. 

Manual  Lahor  School. — ^I  was  informed  in  July,  1852,  by  J.  S. 
Watrous,  then  agent  for  the  Chippewas,  that  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Indian  department  to  establish  a  manual  labor  school  for  the  Chip- 
pewas of  Lake  Superior  and  the  Mississippi  at  this  place,  and  was 
offered  by  him  the  superintendency  of  it.  In  September  last  I  visited 
this  place,  and  on  examination  thought  it  favorable  for  the  location  of 
such  a  school.  In  March  last  I  arrived  here  and  Signed  a  contract 
with  Mr.  Watrous  for  the  school  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  by  which 
I  was  to  act  as  superintendent  of  it  in  behalf  of  the  American  Board  of 


H.  Doc.   1.  807 

Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions.  Under  this  contract  I  immediately 
commenced  preparations  for  erecting  buildings  and  opening  a  farm 
preparatory  to  opening  the  school.  I  was  subjected  to  unexpected 
delays  on  account  of  the  difScully  of  obtaining  lumber,  being  uiider  the 
necessity  of  waiting  for  a  saw-mill  to  be  erected,  before  lumber  in 
sufficient  quantities  could  be  obtained  for  the  buildings. 

Early  in  July  my  family  removed  to  this  place,  together  with  Mr. 
Pulsifer  and  Henry  Blatchtbrd,  and  their  families.  Mr.  P.  came  to  be 
employed  as  a  teacher  in  ihe  school,  which  we  then  anticipated  would 
be  opened  early  the  present  fall. 

Aoout  the  first  of  August  I  was  informed  that  the  contract  was  not 
confirmed  at  Washington,  and  that  it  had  been  submitted  to  Governor 
Gorman,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  Minnesota  Territory,  for 
his  opinion  with  regard  to  it.  He  informed  me  that  it  would  not  have 
his  approval  without  some  modifications.  Thus  the  matter  stands  at 
present.  We  are  waiting  for  the  decision  of  the  department,  ready  to 
go  on  with  the  work  we  have  began,  and  complete  the  buildings  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the  school,  as  soon  as  we  are  furnished 
with  the  means.  But  one  small  building  has  yet  been  erected,  which 
Was  designed  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  a  family,  with  the 
workmen  who  should  be  employed  in  the  erection  of  other  buildings, 
and  afterwards  to  be  used  as  a  storage  house  and  shop  for  the  school 
establishment. 

Some  70  acres  of  land  have  been  broken  for  the  use  of  the  school — 
a  sufficient  quantity  for  its  accommodation.  We  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  obtaining  lumber  for  the  school  buildings  at  considerable 
expense,  not  anticipating  that  any  change  would  be  required  in  the 
contract  by  the  depaitment,  after  having  been  in  their  hands  over  two 
months. 

This  derangement  and  consequent  delay  is  subjecting  us  to  much 
expense  and  inconvenience ;  and  we  would  respectfully  ask  that  we 
may  have  the  decision  of  the  department  at  their  earliest  convenience. 
Very  respectfully,  yoiu:  obedient  servant, 

SHERMAN  HALL, 
Superintendent  of  ihe  Manual  Labor  School^  ifc* 

To  Major  D.  B.  Herriman, 

A^cnt  for  the  Chippeuoa  Indians. 


No.  19. 


WiNXBBAGO  Agency,  September^  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  report  which  it  becomes  my  duly  to  make  of  the  present 
conditQii  of  the  Winnebago  agency  and  Indians  will  represent  them 
in  a  condition  far  less  prosperous  and  encouraging  than  that  in  which 
they  were  reported  by  my  predecessor  last  year. 

I  am  aware  that  a  comparison  of  said  reports  will  furnish  no  flatter- 
ing comment  on  my  ability  and  faithfulness  as  an  Indian  agent ;  still  it 
Will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  reported  thrift,  indu^ry,  temperance, 
advancement  in  civilization  and  general  prosperity'  of  these  Indians  for 
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two  years  past,  remain  to  be  reconciled  with  the  enormous  debt  which 
they  have,  in  the  meantime,  contracted,  the  dilapidated  condition  of 
their  farms,  the  destruction  of  their  houses  and  furniture,  and  the  antn 
cipation  of  a  considerable  portion  of  their  annuity  for  the  present  year. 
And  I  find  difficulty  in  reconciling  the  reports  of  my  predecessor  for 
two  years  past,  that  ihe  Winnebagoes  have  committed  no  depredations, 
with  the  fact  that  claims  for  over  lour  thousand  dollars  for  depredations 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  within  that  time  are  already  pending 
against  them.  I  find  less  difficulty  in  accounting  for  the  fact,  that 
although  my  predecessor  disbursed  over  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for 
buildings  and  improvements,  and  some  six  thousand  six  hundred,  dol- 
lars for  teams,  agricultural  implements  and  labor,  the  aggregate  value 
of  the  property  turned  over  to  him  in  1861  far  exceeded  me  value  of  the 
property  which  he  turned  over  to  me. 

It  is  possible  that  the  department  and  the  public  would  obtain  more 
qorrect  mibrmation  of  the  condition  of  the  Indians  and  their  aflairs  if 
competent  persons  were  sent,  annually,  to  inspect  the  different  agen- 
cies ;  and  it  is  not  improbable,  if  agents  were  required  to  account 
strictly  for  crops  raised  by  employes,  that  reports  of  astonishing  crops, 
indicating  great  skill  and  industry  in  farming,  would  be  somewhat  cur- 
tailed. 

The  employes  at  this  agency  have,  during  the  past  summer,  per- 
formed theu"  duty,  generally,  in  a  commendable  ana  satisfactory  man- 
ner. The  saw  and  grist*mill  has  not  been  in  use ;  no  logs  were  hauled 
in  the  winter,  which  is  the  only  season  in  which  pine  lumber  can  be 
procured,  and  we  have  had  no  grain  to  grind.  The  miller,  who  is  also 
a  carpenter,  has  been  employed  in  the  shop.  The  improvements  in 
buildmg  have  been  confined  chiefly  to  repairs. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  agency,  on  the  11th  of  May,  some  sixty  acres 
of  land  had  been  ploughed  by  the  farmers  einployed.  The  Indians 
and  half-breeds  sowed  forty  acres  with  oats,  and  have  subsequently 
sowed  ten  acres.  They  have  also  cultivated  on  the  farms  at  this  place 
one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  in  com,  fourteen  acres  in  potatoes,  two 
acres  in  rutabagas,  and  two  acres  in  turnips.  The  farmers  employed 
for  the  Indians  commenced  sowing  oats  on  the  19th  of  May,  and  put  in 
eighty-nine  acres,  which  have  yielded  a  good  crop.  They  have  also 
cultivated  on  the  farms  here  forty-nine  acres  in  corn,  nineteen  acres  in 
potatoes,  and  twenty-five  acres  m  rutabagas  and  turnips.  The  corn 
was  planted  late,  and  yields  but  an  indif&rent  crop.  The  potatoes  bid 
fair  to  be  an  excellent  crop.  One  field,  containing  seventeen  acres, 
was  turned  over  to  the  superintendent  of  the  school,  in  compliance  with 
the  school  contract.  One  hundred  acres  of  the  farm  on  Watab  prairie 
was  ploughed  in  the  spring,  and  most  of  it  planted  in  corn  and  potar 
toes,  and  sowed  in  rutabagas  and  turnips,  but  the  Indians  there  did  not 
cultivate  the  crop,  and  it  will  not  amount  to  much — the  usual  result  of 
farming  operations  at  that  place. 

The  Winnebago  school  is  at  present  conducted  and  supported  by  vir- 
tue of  a  contract  entered  into  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1853,  by  and 
between  Alexander  Ramsey,  late  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs,  and 
the  Ri^ht  Rev.  Joseph  Cretin,  bishop  of  St.  PauL  For  information 
respecting  the  condition  and  management  of  said  school,  the  depart- 
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ment  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent,  here- 
with transmitted.  Said  report  does  not  contain  all  the  information 
required  by  the  contract  to^  be  furnished,  but  as  the  superintendent  is 
absent,  I  am  unable  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

Owing  to  the  present  condition  of  this  tribe,  I  find  it  impossible  to 
furnish  accurately  the  statement  required  by  the  1 3th  paragraph  of  the 
Revised  Regulations,  No.  3,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  June 
30,  1834,  organizing  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  proba- 
ble number  of  Winnebagoes  at  the  present  time  is  2,500,  including  half- 
breeds.  Two  years  ago  there  were  over  1,700  of  the  tribe  living  within 
their  own.  country.  The  "  suitable  moans "  that  were  subsequently 
employed  to*bring  the  entire  tribe  within  their  own  limits,  have  either 
not  been  employed  or  have  failed  to  produce  the  desired  result.  On 
my  arrival  here,  I  found  176  of  the  tribe,  including  half-breeds,  within 
the  limits  of  their  own  country.  A  large  propoiiion  of  those  within  the 
limits  of  the  Territory  have  since  been  induced  to  return  to  their  own 
land.     At  the  present  time  there  are  about  300  Winnebagoes  at  this 

Elace,  a  few  at  Watab  prairie  and  in  that  vicinity;  the  oalance  are 
unting  on  Crow  river,  which,  since  the  late  treaty  with  them,  they 
consider  as  their  home. 

The  discontent  of  these  Indians  originates  more  with  whites,  who 
are  interested  in  the  disbursement  of  their  annuities,  than  with  the 
Indians  themselves.  Still,  the  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  manifested 
in  regard  to  their  present  home  north  of  the  Watab,  has  increased  until 
it  has  become  general,  and  pervades  a  majority  of  the  tiibe. 

I  cannot  endorse  all  that  has  been  promulgated  by  the  public  press 
in  regard  to  the  government  not  havmg  acted  in  good  faith  with  the 
Winnebagoes  in  providing  them  a  home,  as  stipulated  in  the  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  October  13,  1846.  Their  present  home  was 
selected  by  an  agent  of  their  own  election,  whose  action  they  in 
council  ratified  and  adopted  as  their  own ;  and  if  they  have  not  found 
said  home  in  ail  respects  suited  to  their  habits,  wants,  and  wishes, 
blame  cannot  justly  be  imputed  to  the  government ;  and  certainly  the 
disposition  recently  manifested  by  the  department  to  accommodate  and 
satisfy  those  Indians,  and  the  liberal  offer  made  to  extend  their  south- 
ern boundary  to  Sauk  river,  ought  to  satisfy  even  the  Indians  them- 
selves that  the  government  is  not  disposed  to  oppress  or  wrong  ihem. 
Should  the  treaty  recently  made  with  the  Winnebagoes  be  ratified, 
they  cannot  hereafter  say  that  they  have  not  a  home  of  their  own  selec- 
tion, or  which  they  have  not  admitted  to  be  adapted  to  their  habits, 
wants,  and  wishes. 

If  assertions  made  by  the  public  press  are  credited,  it  will  be  be- 
lieved that  the  Winnebagoes  are  the  most  worthless,  thieving,  drunken, 
vagabond  tribeof  Indians  under  the  protection  of  the  government.  Now, 
as  national  honor,  as  well  as  individual  reputation,  should  be  held  sacred 
even  by  these  Indians,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  as  their  agent,  to  defend 
them,  as  far  as  truth  will  warrant,  against  these  aspersions  on  their 
character.  That  the  Winnebagoes  are  intelligent  as  any  Indians  in  the 
northwest,  it  is  presumed  no  one  will  deny ;  that  they  are  the  most 
liberal  and  generous  tribe  in  the  west  cannot  be  denied,  although  their 
generosity  is  frequently  attributed  to  cowardice.    It  is  well  known  to 
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those  acquainted  with  lodian  character  that  an  Indian's  propensity  to 
fight  depends  much  on  habit.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  agent  for  the  Win- 
nebagoes,  in  view  of  their  interest,  to  discourage  any  disposition  or 
preparation  for  war,  and  to  encourage  them  to  follow  the  peaceful  pur- 
suits of  ci\"ilized  life.  That  some  few  individuals  among  the  Winne- 
bagoes  do  not  correctly  appreciate  the  right  of  property  is  true,  still,  it 
is  unjust  that  exceptions  should  in  this  case  be  macic  the  rule ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  their  ability  to  pay  for  stolen  properly  is  too  often,  in  the 
absence  of  other  testimony,  construed  into  evidence  that  they  ought  to 
pay  for  it.  That  the  Winnebagoes,  like  most  Indians,  are  fond  of 
whisky,  is  admitted ;  still  they  do  not  own  distilleries,  and  they  do  not 
lianufacture  "fire-water."  If  the  untutored  Indian,  prompted  by  ap- 
petite, yields  to  temptation  which  the  white  man,  instigated  by  merce- 
nary profit,  lays  in  his  path,  let  the  while  man  remember  that  the  sin 
will  be  laid  at  his  own  door,  and  cease  to  insult  the  degradation  he  has 
himself  produced.  When  the  efforts  of  Indiaft  agents  are  sustained  bj' 
public  sentiment  on  our  frontiers,  then  will  there  be  hope  of  the  moral 
reformation,  improvement,  and  elevation  of  the  red  man. 

The  conductors  of  the  press  in  this  Territory,  while  publishing  para- 
graphs calculated  to  make  the  Winnebiigoes  a  byword  and  reproach 
among  their  white  brothers  throughout  the  country,  would  do  well  lo 
remember  thai  Minnesota,  in  her  infancy,  owed  much  of  her  prosperity 
to  these  same  Winnebagoes ;  that  they  were  the  pioneers ;  that  in  their 
path  the  while  man  followed  and  settled  the  country  ;  that  the  lime  is 
not  i()rgotten  when  the  suspension  or  postponement  of  a  Winnebago 
annuity  payment  was  considered  a  puulic  calamity  ;  and  that,  even 
now,  the  removal  of  the  Winnebagoes  from  Minnesota  would  be  con- 
sidered a  serious  drawback  on  her  prosperity. 

I  will  here  respectfully  submit  that,  m  my  humble  judgment,  justice 
and  public  policy  requires  some  amendment  or  modification  ot  the  37th 
section  of  the  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  approved  June  30, 1 S34. 

The  reason  assigned  is  this:  that  the  operation  of  said  law  tends  to 
encourage  rather  than  suppress  the  offences  which  it  is  intended  lo 
remedy.  If  an  Indian  steals  a  horse  from  a  white  man,  and  is  detected, 
he  only  pays  to  indemnify  the  owner  a  trifling  jrro  rata  amount,  the  same 
as  each  individual  in  the  tribe.  The  criminal  law  is  seldom  or  never 
enforced  against  the  thief;  and  as  he  makes  a  speculation  by  theft,  and 
does  not  sufier  much  in  reputation  among  his  tribe,  it  is  rather  matter 
of  surprise  ihan  otherwise,  and  speaks  well  for  the  honesty  of  the  Indian 
that  such  oflences  are  not.  more  frequent.  The  IGih  section  of  said  law 
provides  that  a  conviction  shall  be  had  against  a  white  man  before  he 
can  be  compelled  lo  indemnify  the  Indian,  or  before  the  Indian  can 
claim  indemnity  from  the  government.  It  is  difficult  to  make  the  Indians 
understand  why  the  same  rule  should  not  apply  in  bolh  cases,  still  they 
would  prefer  to  pay  the  indemnity  without  a  criminal  conviction.  If 
the  security  of  the  citizen  is  deemed  to  require  that  the  tribe  should  be 
held  accountable  for  his  loss  or  damage,  I  respectfully  submit  that  an 
amendment  to  the  said  17th  section,  to  the  effect  that  the  offender  should 
be  made  to  refund  his  tribe,  out  of  his  share  of  annuitj',  the  amount  thus 
paid,  would  have  a  salutary  influence  in  preventing  offences  of  this 
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character.  It  is  true  that  the  Indians,  in  the  exercise  of  their  tribal 
rights,  are  left  free  to  inflict  this  or  any  other  punishment  on  such 
offenders,  still  they  lack  the  moral  courage  to  enact  or  enforce  such 
law,  while,  at  the  same  time,  a  majorit}'^  of  them  would  be  glad  to  have 
such  law  enforced  by  the  government  agent. 

The  best  and  proper  method  for  furnishing  Indians  with  goods  and 
merchandise  beyond  the  amount  furnished  as  annuity,  depends  much  on 
the  condition,  intelligence,  and  business  capacity  ol  the  tribe  to  be  fur- 
nished. It  is  presumed  that  different  regulations  may  be  made  appli- 
cable to  different  tribes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  department ;  ana  the 
suggestions  here  submitted  on  this  subject  will  be  considered  as  having 
reference  to  the  tribe  under  my  charge.  The  present  license  system  is 
defective,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  secure  to  the  Indians  at  all  times  a 
supply  of  the  articles  they  most  need. 

The  doctrine  that  "  trade  will  take  care  of  itself"  does  not  apply 
alike  to  the  Indian  and  the  white  man.  Said  sj'stem  does  not  protect 
the  Indinn  from  extortion  in  the  price  and  imposition  in  the  quality  of 
goods.  This  is  a  defect.  Again :  said  system  is  defective,  in  that  it 
does  not  prevent  the  Indians  from  contracting  ruinous  debts,  whereby 
the  traders  acquire  an  influence  too  often  used  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Indian  and  the  government.  Taking  it  fijr  granted  tnat  the  present 
system  will,  in  the  m;un,  be  continued  for  the  present,  I  respectfully 
suggest  certain  alterations  in  said  system,  which,  it  is  believed,  would 
operate,  in  some  measure,  to  remedy  the  aforesaid  defects. 

The  proposed  alterations  in,  or  rather  additions  to,  the  present  regu- 
lations concerning  trade,  are  as  follows :  1st.  The  trader  should  not  only 
be  inhibited,  as  at  present,  from  bringing  into  the  country  goods  un- 
suitable for  the  Indian  trade,  but  should  be  required  to  keep  at  all  times 
on  hand  such  articles  as  the  department  may  direct.  2d.  No  trader 
should  be  allowed  to  credit  an  Indian  except  on  the  written  order  of 
the  agent,  which  order  should  be  drawn  for  specific  articles,  which 
articles  the  Indian  could  then  procure  of  any  licensed  trader  he  chose 
to  patronize ;  said  order  having  been  charged  to  the  Indian  by  the 
agent,  to  be  paid  and  cancelled  at  the  next  paj^mcnt  of  annuity.  The 
trader  shoultf  be  required  to  report  quarterly  to  the  agent  the  amount 
of  his  sales  and  credits,  and  an  inventory  of  goods  on  hand.  This  would 
keep  the  department  at  all  times  informed  of  the  condition  of  the 
Indian  trade,  prevent  the  accumulation  of  debts,  and  tend  to  prevent 
the  Indians  from  going  out  of  their  own  country  and  hanging  about 
the  establishments  of  border  traders,  to  the  annoyance  of  the  citizens; 
for  these  unlicensed  traders  would  not,  under  the  operation  of  this  re- 
gulation, venture  to  credit  them. 

Extortion  in  the  price  of  goods,  and  the  giving  of  bribes  to  Indians 
under  any  circumstances,  should  be  sufficient  cause  for  the  revocation 
of  a  trader's  license.  The  power  to  revoke  licenses  should  be  vested 
in  the  Indian  agents,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  depait- 
ment. 

When  we  contemplate  tlie  future  of  the  red  man,  the  conclusion  is 
unavoidable,  that  civilization  or  extinction  is  his  destiny.  The  west- 
ward progression  of  the  white  man  will  soon  have  so  circumscribed 
his  limits,  that  game  will  not  be  found  to  subsist  him ;  consequently 
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he  must  subsist  by  agriculture  or  perish.  The  idea  that  the  Indian 
cannot  live  and  thrive  under  the  restraints,  usages,  and  habits  of  civil- 
ized life,  is  a  mistake.  Circumscribing  the  Umits  of  the  Indian^s  hunt- 
ing ground  is  not  prejudicial  to  his  best  interest,  but  the  frequent  removal 
of  him  from  place  to  place  is  unfavorable  to  his  civiUzation.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  American  people  will  consent  to  assign  to  the  Indians 
a  suitable  portion  of  the  fertile  domain,  which  was  once  all  their  own, 
and  where  they  may  permanently,  and  unmolested,  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  labor  under  the  shield  of  our  banner,  to  which  they  now  look  for 
protection,  and  on  which  they  will,  perhaps,  ere  long  ask  to  be  repre- 
sented. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  FLETCHER, 

Indian  AgenL 

His  Excellency  W.  A.  Gorman, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Favi^  M.  T* 


No.  20. 


Winnebago  Agency, 

Lang  Prairie,  September  4,  1663. 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  wnich  you  have  kindly  transmitted  to  me,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  articles  of  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Right  Rev. 
Bishop  of  St.  Paul  and  the  government,  by  Alexander  Ramsey,  ex- 
Governor  of  Minnesota,  I  hasten  to  furnish  you  with  the  annual  report 
of  the  present  state  of  the  Winnebago  school — its  progress,  its  pro^ 
pects,  and  its  utility. 

As  the  eight  months  preceding  your  appointment  to  the  agency  were 
so  many  months  of  disorder,  destruction,  and  total  neglect  on  the  part 
of  him  who  was  in  duty  bound  to  represent  to  the  Winnebagoes  the 
justice,  generosity,  watchful  care,  and  paternal  afiection  of  the  govern- 
ment for  them,  so  I  cannot  say  that  we  have  received  from  Mr.  Fridley 
any  aid  in  improving  the  well  being  of  the  Indian  youth.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  with  pain  that,  at  the  commencement  of  this  report,  I  feel 
myself  obliged  to  call  your  attention  to  the  base  and  ungenerous  oppo- 
sition we  met  with  from  him. 

In  the  early  part  of  my  superintendence  he  wished  to  place  the 
members  of  his  family  in  charo^e  of  the  school.  I  was  not  willing  to 
receive  them  as  teachers,  and  he  gave  them  salaries  which  they  had  not 
earned,  and  which  were  due  to  other  persons  He  withheld  the  pay- 
ments necessary  for  the  support  of  the  school,  and  wholly  deprivea  the 
scholars  of  the  clothing  which,  according  to  custom,  they  were  entitled 
to  receive. 

Since  the  first  of  January,  when  a  new  organization  of  the  school 
was  effected  by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,   I  have   been 
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obliged  to  advance  the  funds  for  the  payment  of  teachers  and  inter- 
preters, for  the  purchase  of  provisions,  clothing,  books,  &c. ;  and, 
owing  to  the  wilfulness  of  the  ex-agent,  no  compensation  has  yet  been 
made  for  the  funds  thus  advanced.  This  has  proved  a  grievous  incon- 
venience. It  has  placed  me  in  innumerable  difficulties,  and  subjected 
me  to  many  embarrassments. 

While  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Fridley's  opposition,  I  cannot  refrgun 
from  alluding  to  the  misstatements  made  in  his  last  report  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affiiirs.  It  Wcos  there  asserted  that  the  Indians 
were  formally  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  the  Catholic  religion 
among  them.  In  my  quality  of  Catholic  missionary  I  have  been  sur- 
prised and  grieved  at  such. a  statement,  as  I  know  with  certainty  that 
they  have  been  extremely  satisfied  with  the  new  arrangement,  which 
places  their  school  under  Catholic  direction.  There  were  only  two 
chiefs— Little  Hill  and  the  Prophet — ^who  were  impelled  to  make  any 
opposition;  and  in  th«s  they  were  influenced  by  Mr.  Fridlev.  But 
thanks  to  Divine  Providence  and  the  wise  administration  which  gov- 
erns us,  the  choice  which  has  been  made  of  you  to  govern  the  Winne- 
bago nation  is  consoling;  for  at  a  former  period  you  exerted  your  efibrts 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Winnebagoes  with  a  zeal  that  proved  highly  sue- 
cessfid. 

Although,  through  the  negligence  of  the  former  agent,  the  Winneba- 
goes succeeded  in  mtroducing  great  quantities  of  liquor  into  the  neigh- 
borhood, yet  a  great  deal  of  good  continued  to  be  effected  in  their  midst 
by  means  of  the  school.  The  average  number  of  scholars  in  daily 
attendance,  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  present  time,  has  been  sixty- 
two.  It  would  certainly  have  been  greater  were  it  not  for  the  reasons 
above  stated,  and  for  the  difficulty  which,  last  April,  arose  between  the 
Chippewas  and  Winnebagoes.  Owing  to  the  menaces  of  the  Chippe- 
was  the  Winnebagoes  were  obliged  to  leave  their  territory. 

The  scholars  were  remarkable  for  their  capability,  application,  and 
docility ;  consequently  they  have  made  great  progress  in  reading,  writ- 
ing, spelling,  arithmetic,  and  geography  ;  the  little  girls  especially  have 
acquitted  themselves  in  a  manner  worthy  of  praise. 

Nearly  all  those  who  were  capable  of  frequenting  the  school  have 
succeeded  in  learning  to  read  and  write  well,  and  to  sing.  A  great 
number  of  them  have  embraced  the  Christian  religion,  and  make  rapid 
progress  in  civilization.  This  is  especially  owing  to  the  zeal  and  un- 
tiring care  of  the  sisters  of  charity. 

Tne  boys  and  girls  have  been  employed,  also,  in  manual  labor. 
During  winter  the  boys  were  engaged  in  cutting  wood  for  the  school; 
in  the  spring  they  were  placed  under  the  direction  of  a  skilful  farmer, 
and  were  occupied  in  tilling  and  cultivating  the  school  farm.  The 
occupation  of  the  girls  was  to  make  their  own  dresses  and  the  clothes 
for  the  boys. 

It  is  an  indisputable  fact,  that  when  I  undertook  the  charge  of  this 
school  not  one  of  the  scholars  could  either  read,  write,  or  spell  cor- 
rectly. Had  my  efforts  been  seconded  by  him  whose  duty  it  was  to 
aid  me,  still  more  good  might  have  been  eflfected.  However,  placing 
all  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  God,  who  cannot  but  aid  in  the  civiliza- 
tion of  these  poor  Indians,  and  in  the  honesty  and  uprightness  of  the 
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present  democratic  administration,  I  trust  that    our  eflbrts  will  be 
crowned  with  the  most  desirable  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  DE  TIVOLDI, 
Superintendent  of  the  Winnebago  schooL 
Hon.  J.  E.  Fletcher, 

U.  8,  Indian  Agmty  Long  Prairie^  M.  T 


No.  21. 


St.  Peter's  Agency,  September  10,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  agency  on  the 
28th  of  May  last. 

After  making  the  necessary  arrangements  with  my  predecessor,  I 
was  required  to  proceed  to  St.  Louis  to  receive  the  funds  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  current  year.  On  my  return  I  went  to  the  Indian 
reservation  on  the  Minnesota  river,  400  miles  by  water,  and  reached 
there  the  3d  of  July.  I  immediately  set  about  making  more  effectual 
arrangements  for  the  preservation  of  the  large  amount  of  provision 
stored  there.  As  it  had,  for  want  of  shelter,  necessarily  been  exposed, 
I  thought  it  best  to  issue  as  much  as  possible  to  such  of  the  Sisetoan 
and  Warpetoan  Indians  as  I  found  assembled.  I  then  paid  these  upper 
Indians  their  last  year's  annuity  on  the  pay-list  furnished  me  by  agent 
McLean,  and  completed  the  payment  to  all  who  presented  themselves. 
A  small  amount  remains,  which  will  be  paid  out  at  the  paj'^ment  of  this 
j'ear.  The  Indians  (as  will  always  be  the  case)  had  some  grievances 
to  complain  of,  but  not  of  any  moment.  I  have  to  express  my  belief 
that,  had  more  of  the  payment  been  in  goods,  it  would  have  been  more 
satisfactory. 

My  next  step  was  to  explore  the  country,  which  I  did  as  effectually 
as  my  short  stay  would  allow.  The  situation  that  had  been  hastily 
fixed  upon  by  the  former  agent  I  found  altogether  unfit  for  the  agency, 
and  not  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  Indians,  being  above  all  the 
timber  lands.  I  therefore  selected  a  site  nearer  to  the  new  fort,  which, 
I  am  gratified  to  find,  has  been  approved  by  the  department,  as  I  am 
satisfied  the  change  was  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  Indians. 

Since  my  return  here  I  have  been  employed  in  hastening  the  removal 
of  the  Indians,  and,  under  the  orders  of  superintendent  Governor  Gor- 
man, have  three  times  visited  the  lower  bands  of  Medewakantons. 
They  have  now  commenced  their  march,  are  resting  at  Crow's  village, 
whence  they  will  probably  proceed  after  a  little  delay  to  the  Upper 
Minnesota.  I  do  not,  however,  feel  much  confidence  in  their  going 
there  until  I  am  able  to  say  that  the  money  annuity  is  ready  for  them. 

I  wait  with  some  anxiety  for  an  answer  to  my  requisitions  for  funds 
to  carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  new  treaties.  It  appears  to  me  that 
extensive  preparations  are  necessary.  Buildings  must  be  erected  to 
give  shelter  the  ensuing  winter  to  the  employes  of  the  agency.  Tim- 
ber must  be  got  out  for  the  further  buildings  required  next  spring,  and 
fencing  to  a  large  extent.     This  can  only  be  done  in  winter,  as  the 
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bottom  lands  of  the  Minnesota  are  covered  with  six  or  eight  feet  of 
"Water  in  the  spring  freshets.  The  subsistence  fund  being  already  ex- 
hausted, we  must  prepare  for  a  very  extensive  ploughing  in  the  spring, 
to  enable  the  Indians  to  raise  sufficient  fix)d  for  the  winter  of  1854. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Prescott,  super- 
intendent of  farming,  and  particularly  to  that  part  which  relates  to  the 
short  period  allowed  for  the  Indians  to  remain  on  the  lands  allotted 
them  by  President  Fillmore.  If  the  five  years  fixed  by  him  should  be 
dated  from  the  time  of  the  treaties,  there  are  but  three  years  for  them 
to  remain.  These  Indians  have  intelligence  enough  to  see  their  situa- 
tion clearly  ;  and  it  must  be  confessed  there  is  but  little  to  encourage 
them  in  the  endeavor  to  become  agriculturists  when  they  are  so  shortly 
to  be  driven  from  their  fields.  The  expenditure  of  so  large  a  sum  as 
$60,000  of  their  money  on  mills,  schools,  and  other  improvementSi 
woi^d  appear  a  hardship,  if  it  can  be  enjoyed  only  for  so  short  a  period. 

I  do  not  believe  any  country  can  be  found  more  likely  to  answer  the 
views  of  government  as  to  civilizing  the  Indians.  The  land  is  good  for 
all  farming  purposes,  but  does  not  furnish  game  to  lead  the  Indian  off 
hunting.  The  timber  is  found  onlj^  on  the  Minnesota,  and  there  prin- 
cipally on  the  low  lands  near  the  river.  The  prairie  extends  back  a 
hundred  miles  southwest.  This,  whilst  it  will  furnish  all  that  is  wanted 
for  an  Indian  settlement,  has  not  sufficient  timber  lo  be  a  temptation 
to  white  settlers.  It  would,  therefore,  appear  reasonable  to  give  the 
Indians  an  assurance  that  they  will  not  be  disturbed,  at  least  for  the 
fifty  years'  continuance  of  their  annuity. 

The  two  schools  lor  the  Medewakantons  have  been  continued  as 
usual.  In  August  I  found  the  Indians  of  Crow's  village  prepared  to 
leave,  and  therefore  put  an  end  to  the  expense  of  teaching  them  for  the 
present.  Mr.  Arten  has  been  prevented  reporting  by  absence  to  attend 
on  his  wife,  who  is  sick  in  Illinois.  Mr.  Hancock,  the  teacher  at  Red- 
wing's village,  has  been  seriously  ill,  but  I  expect  his  report  daily, 
which,  if  received  in  time,  shall  be  forwarded.  I  have  written  to  the 
missionaries,  (teachers  for  the  Upper  Sioux,)  Dr.  Williamson  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Riggs,  but  have  not  yet  heard  from  them.  The  mail  arrangements 
for  the  Upper  Minnesota  river  are  so  defective  that  communication  with 
tliem  is  very  uncertain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  G.  MURPHY,  Indian  Agait. 

To  the  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  22. 

First  annual  report  of  the  Dakota  school  at  Tejutayee. 

We  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  23d  of  October,  1852,  and  on  the  8th 
day  of  November  Miss  Williamson  opened  her  school  and  taught  be- 
tween that  and  the  2Glh  of  the  same  #nonth,  when  the  Dakotas,  who 
planted  near  us,  started  to  the  payment  at  Traverse  des  Sioux,  (twelve 
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days'  average  attendance,  seven  and  a-half  scholars — ^whole  number, 
nineteen.)  The  families  who  went  from  this  neighborhood  to  attend 
the  payment  did  not  return  till  the  1st  of  May;  but  from  an  encampment 
about  three  miles  distant  nine  different  individuals  attended  occasion- 
ally, and  were  taught  whenever  they  came,  though  the  attendance, 
during  the  winter,  averaged  less  than  one  a  day.  May  1st,  regular 
school  commenced  again,  and  was  continued  till  the  Indians  left  to  at- 
tend the  payment  at  Redwood,  about  the  20th  of  June,  forty  days. 
Whole  number  of  scholars,  this  term,  thirty ;  average  attendance, 
thirteen.  Our  neighbors  returned  from  Redwood  the  first  week  in 
August.  On  the  8th  of  that  month  school  was  opened  for  them,  and 
has  been  continued  regular  till  the  present  time,  (September  26th,) 
with  an  average  attendance  of  eighteen  scholars.  Whole  number  this 
quarter,  twenty-eight.  Those  who  have  attended  this  quarter  may  be 
classed  as  follows :  • 

First  class, — Five  read  Wowapi  Waken  and  write  on  paper — some 
of  them  very  imperfectly. 

Second  cla^s. — Three  read  Wowapi  Waken  and  write  on  slates. 

Third  class. — ^Four  read  Wowapi  Inopa. 

Fourth  class, — Thirteen  spell  in  Woonspe  1st. 

Fifth  class, — Three  begin  to  spell  easy  words. 

There  are  several  readers  who  have  attended  here  in  the  previous 
quarters  and  not  this  last,  having  removed  to  other  neighborhoods ;  and 
tnere  are  eight  or  ten  readers,  within  four  miles  of  this  place,  who 
learned  to  read  at  Lacqueparle  and  never  have  attended  a  school  here. 
Most  of  them  can  write  as  well  as  read ;  and  several  of  those  in  the 
above  classes  had  mide  some  progress  in  learning,  at  that  place,  before 
they  canrie  to  reside  in  this  neighborhood. 

Our  school  would  have  been  much  better  attended  if  we  could  have 
given  the  scholars  one  comfortable  meal  each  dny  they  attended  school. 
The  late  agent,  shortly  before  he  went  out  of  office,  promised  to 
affi)rd  us  the  means  of  doing  this. 

I  respectfully  beg  the  officers  of  government  to  inquire  whether  a 
small  portion  of  the  $6,000  annuity,  provided  for  educational  purposes, 
might  n')t  be  advantageously  expended  in  providing  for  those  who 
attend  school  till  some  better  plan  of  expending  it  shall  be  devised. 

We  suffer  inconvenience  for  want  of  a  better  school-house  than  we 
have  hitherto  had.  We  are  trying  bard  to  get  one  built ;  and  I  wish 
respectfully  to  inquire  whether  some  aid  cannot  be  afforded  us  from 
the  $30,000  promised  for  the  erection  of  school-houses,  opening  farms, 
&c.,  in  the  late  treaty. 

We  teach  chiefly  m  the  Dakota  language,  because  experience  shows 
that  they  learn  to  read  and  write  it  much  more  easily  than  any  other, 
and  that  ability  to  do  this  is  to  them  a  valuable  acquisition ;  while 
ability  to  read  English  is  to  them  of  no  value,  unless  they  understand 
enough  of  it  to  speak  it,  and  that  there  is  little  or  no  probability  of  their 
learning  to  speak  or  write  English  while  living  among  their  own  peo- 

Ele.  We  nevertheless  consider  it  highly  important  that  some  of  tnem 
;am  the  English  language,  and  considerable  time  has  been  spent  in 
efforts  to  teach  them  to  read  and  speak  it ;  and  we  beg  leave  respect- 
fiilly  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  expending  some  part  of  their  educa- 
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tion  fund  in  sustaining  a  certain  number  of  Dakota  children  in  pious 
white  families,  where  they  would  be  properly  taught  and  cared  for,  and 
might  learn  not  only  the  English,  but  other  things  to  them  quite  as  im- 
portant. 

Between  ten  and  twenty  barrels  of  potatoes  have  been  raised  by  the 
Dakotas  in  this  neighborhood  this  season,  and  more  than  twice  as  much 
corn  as  they  made  last  year,  but  not  half  as  much  as  they  need.  Most 
of  what  they  have  raised  grow  on  new  ground,  which  the  young  men 
broke  with  their  own  horses,  unaccustomed  to  work,  and  a  very  inferior 
plough. 

I  entirely  concur  with  the  Rev.  S.  R.  Riggs,  of  Lacqueparle,  in  re- 
gard to  the  importance  of  doing  aU  that  the  government  can  do  to 
break  up  the  community  system ;  and  am  pleased  with  his  recommen- 
dation to  spend  a  part  of  their  civilization  fund  in  premiums  to  those 
who  make  the  largest  and  l^st  crops. 

I  would  suggest  that  another  portion  of  it  might  be  properly  spent  in 
furnishing  them  with  a  good  supply  of  tools  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  domestic  animals. 

Finally,  I  would  say  that  it  is  very  important  for  these  Indians  that 
their  annuities  be  paid  them  in  July,  as  promised  in  the  treaty.  Many 
of  them  plant  so  far  from  the  agency,  that,  if  paid  in  May  or  June,  they 
must  tail  to  plant  or  hoe  their  corn  ;  if  paid  in  August  or  September, 
they  must  fail  to  gather  or  take  care  of  it ;  in  October  diey  want  to  be 
bunting  deer  and  bufiklo  to  supply  themselves  with  moccasins,  and 
between  November  and  May  they  cannot  well  move  on  the  prairies. 

THOS.  S.  WILLIAMSON. 


No.  23. 
Annual  Report  of  the  Mission  Station  ai  Lacqueparle. 

Sie:  During  the  year  ending  August  3 1st  an  English  school  has 
been  kept  up,  taught  by  the  Misses  Spoones.  Up  to  the  middle  of 
May,  when  5lr.  Adams  and  family  left  for  Traverse  des  Sioux,  the 
number  of  native  and  half-breed  children  taught  was  nine — seven  of 
whom  were  boarded,  while  two  were  day  scholars.  Since  the  middle 
of  May  the  number  of  both  has  been  four.  Most  of  them  have  learned 
to  talk  pretty  ^ood  English,  are  able  to  read  intelligibly  and  under- 
standingly,  besides  making  some  progress  in  writing,  arithmetic,  and 
music.  For  nearly  five  months  during  the  winter  I  taught  Dakota  day 
school;  the  whole  number  of  scholars  was  about  forty,  and  the  average 
attendance  twelve.  The  branches  taught  were  reading,  writing  on 
slates,  and  arithmetic. 

Last  spring  one  young  man,  Joseph  Rawanke,  changed  the  Dakota 
for  the  white  man's  dress.  He,  with  his  older  brother,  Lorenzo  Law- 
rence, raised  last  year  one  hundred  an/d  fijiy  harrds  of  potatoes.  This 
season  they  will  probably  have  more  than  two  hundred.  Several 
others  have  this  year  planted  potatoes,  and  will  have  a  yield  of  from 
ten  to  forty  barrels  eacn.     This  is  making  progress.    About  the  annual 
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amount  of  corn  will  be  gathered  at  the  villages  here ;  the  principal  part 
of  which  is  now  in  braids,  but  not  yet  beaten  off.  Immediately  after 
planting,  the  Indians  here,  with  those  from  Big  Stone  Lake  and  Lake 
Traverse,  went  down  to  Redwood,  being  drawn  there  by  the  govern- 
ment provisions.  A  few  families  remained  to  hoe  their  corn,  and  those 
who  went  camo  buck  for  that  purpose;  so  that  the  corn  crop  did  not 
suffer  on  that  account.  But  this,  it  seems,  was  not  the  case  up  north. 
Much  less  than  the  usual  quantity  was  planted,  and  a  part  of  that,  it  is 
Said,  was  left  unattended,  to  grow  up  with  weeds;  hence  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  Sisetoans  will  be  worse  off  for  provisions  the 
winter  coming  than  heretofore. 

Looking  at  it  in  this  light,  and  gathering  lessons  from  the  past  in 
Medewakantoan  historv,  it  is  submitted  whether  the  ftirnishinc:  of  the 
Dakotas  with  any  considerable  amount  of  provisions,  except  in  case  of 
necessity,  does  not  do  them  a  real  injury,  by  inducing  idleness,  and 
It  ading  them  to  depend  upon  the  United  States  for  what  ihey  can,  both 
easier  and  cheaper,  furnish  themselves  with.  I  would  suggest,  too,  the 
necessity  (if  the  Dakotas  are  to  be  civilized  and  saved)  of  changing  al- 
most the  entire  system  of  dealing  with  them  ;  they  should  be  indiiudnalizcd 
and  encouraged  to  be  industrious.  First,  the  community  system  should  not  be 
fostered  by  the  payment  of  any  part  of  their  annuity  to  the  villages  or  bands. 
Hitherto  goods  and  provisions  have  been  paid  out  to  the  chiefs  and 
braves  of  each  clan  or  village ;  that  this  plan  operates  badly  could 
easily  be  shown.  A  just  distribution  is  not  secured;  while  those  who  in 
other  circumstances  would  do  something  to  help  themselves  must  hang 
aroimd  with  the  rest  or  lose  their  share.  Thus  idleness  and  paganism 
are  fostered. 

Secondly.  To  individualize  them  still  further,  and  to  encourage  per- 
sonal industry,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  all  Dakota  men  who 
are  disposed  to  work  should  be  assisted  out  of  the  fund  set  apart  for 
tliat  purpose  by  the  treaties  of  1851 ;  that  is,  they  should  be  furnished 
with  oxen,  ploughs,  and  such  tools  as  their  necessities  require.  After 
their  ground  is  once  broken  up,  they  should  be  encouraged  to  plough  it 
for  themselves  instead  of  having  farmers  to  do  it  for  them,  as  has  been 
done  among  the  Medewakantoans.  The  present  system  of  farming 
I  consider  as  absolutely  ruinous  to  the  Indians.  They  need  farmers  to 
teach  thnn  hmo  to  work,  but  not  to  do  their  %JDork  for  them.  I  would  pay 
each  man  for  ploughing  his  own  field  (of  a  limited  size)  so  much  per 
acre,  giving  him  a  higher  price  than  white  men  would  be  willing  to  do 
it  for.  To  this  I  would  add  some  system  of  premiums  for  the  greatest 
quantity  of  any  one  thing  raised  at  a  village,  and  pay  for  all  out  of  their 
own  money.  A  residence  of  sixteen  years  among  the  Dakotas  has  sat- 
isfied me  that  the  adoption  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  some  such  mea- 
sures as  here  suggested,  are  necessary  for  their  civilization  and  eleva- 
tion in  the  scjile  of  humanity. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  R.  RIGGS, 
Missionary  of  A,B*  C.  F-  M. 

Major  R.  G.  Murphy, 

Dakota  Indian  Agent,  Saint  Peter%  M.  T. 
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No.  24. 

St.  Peter's  Agexcy,  Sejftembcr  1,  1853. 

Sir:  I  am  again  reminded  that  it  is  lime  for  me  to  make  my  annual 
report  of  the  farming  operations  under  my  care. 

Last  spring  the  farmers  were  ordered  not  to  plough  the  old  cornfields 
or  build  any  more  houses,  but  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  to 
the  new  agency.  One  of  the  farmers  disobeyed  this  order  and  ploughed 
land  at  one  of  the  old  villages,  (Wabashaw's,)  and  the  Indians  planted 
more  com  than  usual;  Wahcotah's  band  also  planted  six  or  eight  acres. 
It  was  foreseen,  by  the  late  agent  and  myself,  that  if  they  planted  as 
formerly,  there  must  be  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  move  away  to  their 
new  homes ;  and  it  is  now  found  that  the  disobedience  of  the  above 
orders  has  given  rise  to  all  the  trouble  in  getting  the  Indians  started  for 
the  Upper  Minnesota  river.  Wabashaw  with  his  band  has  come  up  to 
Crow's  village,  on  his  way  up. 

Four  of  the  farmers  were  sent  in  the  spring  to  the  new  agency,  and 
have  been  employed,  with  other  hands,  in  erecting  a  large  warehouse, 
blacksmith  shop,  a  cook  house,  a  farmer's  house,  and  temporary  plank 
houses  to  store  provisions;  they  also  planted  about  seven  acres  of  corn, 
on  new-ploughed  prairie  land,  but  it  proved  an  entire  failure.  About 
one  acre  of  potatoes  planted  in  new  ground  looks  well. 

Agent  McLean  contracted  for  600  acres  to  be  broken  up,  at  or 
near  Redwood  river;  but  owing  to  the  hotf-ail  prevailing  extensively 
among  the  contractor's  cattle,  he  is  not  able  to  complete  his  contract. 
It  appears  he  will  have  about  400  acres  opened  at  different  places, 
convenient  for  the  Indians  to  plant. 

The  Wahpahcoota  Indians  planted  some  corn  contrary  to  the  wishes 
of  the  former  agent,  and  consequently  the  same  difficulty  has  arisen  in 
getting  them  to  move. 

The  blacksmiths  have  been  employed  as  usual.  One  of  them  has 
remained  with  the  lower  bands  during  the  summer,  and  is  now  on  his 
way  moving  up.  The  other  smith  moved  to  the  new  agency  last  spring, 
and  assisted  in  putting  up  the  new  shop,  and  other  buildings,  when  not 
emploj'ed  at  his  anvil. 

The  operations  of  farming  and  building  have  been  much  retarded  in 
consequence  of  the  funds  not  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  former 
agent  in  sufficient  sums  to  carry  out  the  treaty  stipulations  for  those 
purposes.  The  desire  to  linger  near  their  old  haunts,  and  dislike  to 
abandon  the  graves  of  their  ancestors,  with  the  fear  (real  or  pretended) 
that  they  are  destined  to  starve  when  separated  from  their  former  hunt- 
ing grounds,  have  for  the  present  entirely  occupied  the  Indian  mind. 
It  must  be  some  time  before  this  feeling  is  overcome;  but  I  look  more 
seriously  on  their  complaint  as  to  the  uncertain  tenure  of  their  destined 
home.  If  they  are  to  continue  looking  forward  to  another  removal  at 
the  end  of  three  or  four  years,  there  must  be  an  end  of  all  hope  of  their 
civilization,  and  their  complete  and  total  ruin  must  be  the  result. 
•      Your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  PRESCOTT, 
Superintendent  of  farming  for  Sioux. 

Richard  G.  Murpht,  17.  8.  Indian  Agent. 


820  H.  Doc.  1. 

No.  26. 

Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 
Central  Superintendency,  St.  Louis f  September  22,  1853. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  your  circular  of  the  1st  of  August  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  brief  report  of  the  central  superintendency  for  this  year. 
In  consequence  of  having  so  recently  entered  upon  my  official  duties, 
I  will  be  obliged  to  refer  the  department,  for  more  specific  information, 
to  the  special  reports  of  the  several  agents. 

Many  of  the  tronlier  tribes  are  making  very  perceptible  advances  in 
the  arts  of  civilization,  and  the  industrious  portion  of  the  Shawnees, 
Delawares  and  Wyandotts,  are  in  a  comfortaole  and  improving  condi- 
tion. The  small  bands  of  Swan  Creek  Chippewas  and  Ottowas  will 
not  only  subsist  themselves  by  the  produce  of  their  farms,  but  will,  this 
year,  have  a  considerable  surplus  amount  for  sale.  I  attribute  their 
extraordinary  success  to  the  fact,  that  having  but  small  annuities,  they 
have  been  compelled  to  rely  upon  their  own  exertions.  If  these  tribes 
could  be  protected  from  depredation,  they  would  be  a  very  contented 
and  happy  people. 

The  Kickapoos  have,  for  several  years  past,  relied  in  a  great  degree 
upon  the  proouctions  of  their  farms  for  support ;  and  as  their  annuities 
cease  with  the  present  year,  they  will  hereafter  be  compelled  to  depend 
upon  their  industry  exclusively. 

Some  of  the  Pottawatomies  are  rendered  improvident  and  indifferent 
to  agriculture  by  the  payment  of  their  large  annuities  in  money,  which, 
I  believe,  has  retarded  their  advancement. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri,  aided  by  their  farmer  and  other 
hired  men,  have  generally  produced  good  crops,  and  are  comparatively 
comfortable;  while  the  loways,  their  neighbors,  to  whom  all  their 
annuities  are  paid  in  money,  are  generally  m  a  condition  of  great  dis- 
tress, making  no  provision  for  a  rarmer,  and  seldom  for  a  blacksmith. 

The  farming  operations  among  the  Ottoes  and  Omahas  have  been 
for  some  years  back,  as  I  am  informed,  on  a  very  reduced  scale.  It 
was  hoped  that  during  the  last  spring  exertions  would  have  been  made 
to  open  and  stock  farms  for  the  Omahas,  and  to  infuse  into  them  a  new 
impulse  for  agriculture ;  but  the  present  agent  having  only  entered  on 
his  duties  on  the  13th  of  July  last,  it  was  too  late  to  do  anything  in  the 
way  of  farming  this  year,  and  hence  the  $1,500  reservedf  out  of  their 
last  year's  instalment  remains  unexpended;  the  balance  of  the  $5,000 
having  been  applied  by  their  former  agent  to  the  purchase  of  sub- 
sistence, clothinc,  &c.,  for  their  use. 

From  several  communications  received  from  the  Upper  Missouri 
agent,  between  the  4th  of  July  and  16th  of  August  last,  I  am  enabled 
to  report  the  peaceable  condition  of  the  several  tribes  of  that  agency, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Blackfeet,  who  are  hostile  alike  to  the  whites 
and  their  Indian  neighbors.  The  tribes  especially  that  are  parties  to 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  have,  up  to  this  time,  maintainea  friendly 
relations  among  themselves,  and  manifest  an  increasing  kindliness  of 
disposition  towards  the  whites ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  prompt 
ana  satisfactory  manner  in  which  their  annuities  have  been  furnished 
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this  year  will  tend  still  further  to  foster  this  feelins.  I  will  here  take 
occasion  to  observe  that  a  comfortable  agency  house  ought  to  be 
erected,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  agent  and  his  interpreter,  at  some 
suitable  point,  from  whence  his  visits  to  the  tribes  of  his  agency  could 
be  made  with  the  least  inconvenience.  As  it  is,  he  is  of  necessity  com- 
pelled to  accept  the  hospitality  of  one  or  another  of  the  traders,  which 
must,  in  some  degree,  cripple  his  exertions,  and  impair  his  efficiency. 
It  has  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  a  change  of  his  residence  from  the 
Missouri  river  to  Fort  Laramie  might  be  desirable,  at  least  until  some 
military  post  shall  be  established  on  the  Upper  Missouri.  In  this  con- 
nection, I  would  respectfully  urge-  the  necessity  of  providing  suitable 
buildings  for  the  Osage  river,  Pottawatomie,  and  Council  Bluff 
agents ;  some  of  those  officers,  for  the  want  of  agency  houses,  being 
compelled  to  reside  beyond  the  limits  of  their  agencies,  at  some  incon- 
venience to  themselves,  and  a  manifest  injury  to  the  tribes  for  whose 
benefit  they  are  appointed. 

The  great  extent  of  the  Platte  agency  rendering  it  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  for  the  agents  to  &[ive  ^e  necessary  attention  to  all  the 
tribes  comprised  therein,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  agency  at  or  near  the  new  military  post  on  the 
Arkansas.  As  many  of  the  Uomanches  and  Kiowas  frequent  that  sec- 
tion of  country,  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  an  agent  to  attend  to  them. 

Some  of  the  officers  commanding  on  our  frontiers  complain  that  fire- 
arms and  ammunition  are  furnished  to  the  Indians  as  a  part  of  their 
annuity,  which  they  contend  are  not  necessary  for  hunting  purposes,  as 
they  kill  their  buffaloes  with  arrows;  but  whicn  may,  and  perhaps  have 
been  used  in  their  attacks  upon  otlier  tribes,  as  well  as  upon  the 
whites.  Should  this  position  be  sustained,  the  licensed  trader^  ought 
to  be  prohibited  from  introducing  them  for  the  purposes  of  commerce 
with  the  Indians.  It  is  well  known  that  the  frontier  Indians  are  in 
the  habit  of  coming  into  the  States,  and  there  procuring  and  carrying 
back  spirituous  liquors  into  their  country,  and  that  whisky  debts  con- 
tractecl  by  them  are  sure  to  be  the  first  paid;  this,  whilst  it  almost 
sanctions  the  Indians  in  their  dissipation,  is  a  serious  injury  to  the  fair 
and  licensed  trader,  as  it  frequently  happens  that  the  Indian,  after 
paying  his  whisky  bill,  has  not  enough  remainbg  to  pay  his  just  debts 
to  his  trader.  This  might  be  obviated  by  preventing  persons  who 
trade  wkh  Indians  in  the  States  from  coming  into  the  Inoian  country, 
at  the  time  of  the  annuity  payments,  to  collect  their  debts. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  adopting  some 
unifi)rm  plan  for  conducting  business  with  the  Indian  tribes.  At  times 
we  regard  them  as  independent;  while,  on  many  occasions,  we  treat 
them  as  mere  wards  ot  the  government.  Their  so-called  chiefs  (in 
some  instances  very  worthless  men\  are  often  permitted  to  involve  their 
people  in  heavy  liabilities;  and,  although  regarded  to  some  extent  as 
the  representatives  of  the  tribe,  are  too  frequently  but  the  mere  agents 
and  tools  of  designing  and  unscrupulous  men  to  defraud  the  masses  o£ 
a  large  portion  of  their  annuities,  and  other  funds  appertaining  to  them.. 
These  chiefs  have  each  a  set  of  braves  attached  to  their  interest  and 
dependent  upon  them,  who  overawe  and  control  the  more  timid  and 
peaceable;  so  that  the  common  Indian,  although  sensible  that  he  iS: 
21 
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defrauded,  has  not  the  mora]  courage  to  assert  his  rights,  or  apply  to 
his  agent  for  redress ;  whilst  if  an  officer  of  the  department  endeav(»:s 
to  arrest  an  improper  application  of  the  funds  of  the  tribe,  he  is  eravely 
told  *^that  he  snomd  not  meddle  in  their  domestic  af&irs,  but  that  the 
Indians,  through  their  chiefs,  should  be  allowed  to  settle  their  own 
matters  in  their  own  way."  It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  many  of  the 
tribes  are  desirous  that  the  department  should  prescribe  a  code  tor  their 
government  which  would  be  alike  obligatory  upon  the  chiefs  and  the 
people,  which  I  beg  leave  strongly  to  recommend  to  the  consideration 
of  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  CUMftfING, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairim 

Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Mantpenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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Pottawatomie  Agency, 

October  8,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  relation  to  the  In- 
dians in  this  agency: 

I  visited  the  Pottawatomies  early  in  July,  and  found  them  in  a  very 
unsettled  condition,  and  requiring  of  necessity  a  rigid  course  of  govern- 
ment by  their  agent.  I  attributed  their  condition  to  the  want  of  proper 
government  heretofore,  and  to  the  influence  of  bad  advisers.  The 
agency  is  located  so  far  from  the  nation  that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  agent  to  prevent  many  disturbances  that  he  might  do  if  his  loca- 
tion was  near  them.  Whisky  is  carried  into  the  nation  by  barrels* 
consequently  many  rows  and  frequent  murders  occur;  as  much  or 
more  drinking  is  carried  on  among  the  Pottawatomie  Indians  than 
any  other  tribe  in  this  superintendency.  I  was  truly  gratified  to  find 
one  village,  We-we-says,  disposed  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  whisky 
into  the  nation.  For  so  long  as  men  are  permitted  to  get  drunk  and 
commit  murder,  and  a  few  ponies  pay  for  the  life  of  the  best  man 
in  the  nation,  I  cannot  see  how  we  are  to  expect  any  very  great 
change,  unless  it  is  from  bad  to  worse.  Recently  a  number  of  the 
leading  men  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  assist  me  in  punishing  all 
who  may  bring  liquor  into  their  country.  If  they  will  carry  out  their 
good  promises,  and  if  I  can  induce  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  farm- 
ing, some  improvement  may  be  expected  among  this  people.  One 
band  of  this  nation,  known  as  the  Council  Bluff  Indians,  have  as  yet 
quit  but  very  few  of  their  old  habits,  relying  on  their  annuity  and  hunt- 
ing for  a  support.  I  have  strong  hopes,  from  recent  promises,  that  they 
will  abandon  die  hunt  and  rely  for  a  support  in  cultivating  the  soiL 
The  Pottawatomies,  principally  the  Council  Bluff  band,  while  out  on 
tfaeir  summer  hunt,  came  in  contact  with  the  mountain  Indians,  and 
after  a  hard-fought  battle,  lasting  more  than  half  a  day,  succeeded  in 
putting  them  to  flight,  leaving  some  twenty  or  thirty  of  their  dead  oo 
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the  batUe-field.  At  least  the  Pottawatomies  brought  in  about  that 
number  of  scalps,  over  which  they  have  been  dancing  for  the  last 
month.  I  learn  from  various  sources  that  the  mountain  Indians  came 
down  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  6ght  with  the  frontier  In- 
dians. They  first  came  in  contact  with  the  Pawnees,  and,  but  for  the 
timely  aid  of  the  Pottawatomies,  (who  happened  to  be  but  a  few  miles 
off,)  would  have  killed  the  last  one,  as  they  had  them  surrounded,  and 
had  killed  some  ten  or  fifteen  before  the  Pottawatomies  reached  the 
scene  of  action.  All  parties  give  the  Pottawatomies  great  credit  for  their 
gallant  conduct  on  that  occasion.  They  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  some 
four  or  five.  From  the  best  information  I  can  get  the  firontier  Indians 
are  not  to  blame,  as  they  were  Gghtiiig  in  self-defence.  We  anticipate 
a  renewal  of  hostilities  next  summer  if  they  should  meet  on  the  plains. 

Much  complaint  is  made  by  the  Pottawatomies  in  getting  their 
accounts  settled  with  the  government ;  quite  a  number  say  they  fur- 
nished their  own  transportation  and  subsistence  when  they  emigrated 
to  their  present  homes,  under  a  promise  from  the  government  offi- 
cers that  they  should  be  paid.  Others  complain  that  their  reserva- 
tions in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  have  been  taken  without  any 
compensation.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  their  claims  for 
emigrating  should  be  disposed  of,  so  that  their  minds  may  be  quiet  on 
that  subject;  and  that  a  special  agent  should  be  sent  to  the  States  which 
they  were  removed  from  to  find  out  the  true  condition  of  their  lands. 

I  have  visited  the  missions  in  this  agency  several  tiroes.  St.  Mary's 
Catholic  mission,  situated  in  this  nation,  will  compare  iavorably  with 
any  school  in  the  Indian  country;  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be 
given  to  these  kind  people  who  have  charge  of  it  for  the  many  exertions 
tney  are  using  to  benefit  this  people.  The  Baptist  mission,  situated  iu 
the  east  part  of  the  nation,  I  am  informed,  has  had  many  difficulties  to 
encounter  this  year,  having  lost  their  superintendent,  and  having  found 
it  difficult  to  supply  his  place,  consequently  for  a  short  time  the  school 
was  not  in  a  properous  condition;  recently  the  Rev.  David  Lykins  has 
again  taken  cnarge  of  it,  and  from  his  great  popularity  with  the  nation 
it  now  bids  fair  to  soon  be  in  as  flourishing  condition  as  any  school  in 
the  country.  For  a  more  detailed  report  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
the  reports  of  their  respective  superintendents,  herewith  enclosed. 

The  Kanzas  are  a  wild,  roving  people,  and  the  many  reports  that 
have  been  made  against  diem  for  stealing  have  convinced  me  that  a 
rigid  course  will  have  to  be  taken  with  them  by  the  government.. 
They  are  located  on  the  main  Santa  F6  road,  one  hundred  and  forty 
n^les  from  the  State  line;  and  since  I  have  had  charge  of  this  agency 
scarcely  a  train  has  passed  but  what  complaints  have  been  made 
against  them,  and  already  depredation  claims  to  an  amoimt  larger  than 
their  annuity  have  been  filed ;  but  having  no  authority  to  pay  such 
claims,  and  the  Indians  seeming  to  know  it,  they  will  continue  to 
steal  with  impunity. 

•  I  would  respectfiilly  ask  that  some  action  be  taken  by  the  depart- 
ment in  relation  to  such  depredations.  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  this 
people  have  been  improved  by  the  eflbrts  of  the  missionaries,  who  have 
labored  for  them  for  the  last  thirty  years,  or  not ;  if  they  have  been,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  they  were  a  miserable  set  of  beings  when  they  com- 
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menced.  They  have  a  school,  with  ample  means  to  support  it,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  who  has  charffe  of  it  has  done  all  mortal 
man  could  do  to  induce  them  to  quit  their  old  habits ;  but  so  long  as  the 
custom  prevails  of  one  man  being  entitled  to  all  the  sisters  of  the  family 
he  may  marry  into,  I  can  not  see  how  we  are  to  expect  much  improve- 
ment. They  never  permit  their  daughters  to  go  to  school;  some  man 
has  a  claim  to  them  as  soon  as  born.  The  boys  are  taken  from  school 
as  soon  as  they  are  large  enough  to  go  out  on  the  hunt,  and  instead  of 
cultivating  and  improving  the  education  they  have  received,  you  see 
them  return  with  shaved  heads,  painted  faces,  and  dressed  in  full  In- 
dian costume,  and  really  try  to  excel  in  being  of  less  account  than  any 
Indians  in  the  nation.  As  I  remarked  before,  a  rigid  government  must 
be  enforced  by  the  department  if  you  ever  improve  these  people,  and  I 
really  doubt  whether  it  can  be  done  then.  Some  few  have  said  to  me 
they  would  willingly  quit  the  hunt,  and  turn  their  attention  to  farming, 
if  they  could  be  protected.  This  great  people  consider  it  a  disgrace  for 
the  men  to  work.  Some  years  ago  the  government  had  some  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  prepared  ready  for  planting;  early  in  the  spring 
a  few  commenced  ploughing;  the  chiefs  sent  their  braves  into  the  field, 
cut  up  their  harness,  broke  ploughs,  and  whipped  them  out,  saying  they 
had  disgraced  themselves,  the  women  alone  should  work.  These  poor 
unfortunate  beines  do  all  the  work,  and,  from  their  education,  believe  it 
right.  You  would  be  surprised  to  see  the  amount  of  com  they  raise 
with  the  hoe  alone.  You  may  perhaps  desire  me  to  offer  you  a  remedy 
for  this  great  evil.  So  many  opinions  have  been  given,  I  dislike  lo 
give  one.  If,  however,  the  government  claims  to  be  guardian  for  this 
people,  they  should  exercise  such  authority  over  their  wards  as  will 
force  them  to  do  better,  which  can  easily  be  done  by  withholding  their 
annuity  from  such  as  will  not  agree  to  follow  such  instructions  as  may  be 

SVen.  If  an  agent  was  located  in  this  nation  to  protect  and  encourage 
lose  who  might  be  disposed  to  turn  their  attention  to  farming,  and 
punish  all  disposed  to  prevent  it,  I  think  in  two  years'  time  you  would 
see  quite  a  change.  I  had  forgotten  to  state  that  this  nation,  number- 
ing near  thirteen  hundred,  have  two  small  log  cabins.  Nothing  perma- 
nent for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  can  be  done  until  the  question  of 
treaties  is  finally  settled;  and  as  I  had  the  pleasure  of  acccompany- 
ing  the  Hon.  G.  W.  Manvpenny,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
during  his  recent  visit  to  the  various  Indian  tribes  in  this  superinten- 
dency,  I  desire  to  state  what  were  my  observations.  I  see  it  stated  in 
a  number  of  newspapers  that  the  Indians  are  desirous  to  sell  all  or  a 

fart  of  their  lands  and  come  under  the  laws  of  a  territorial  government, 
am  sorry  to  say,  from  some  cause,  the  editors  of  papers  who  have 
taken  that  position  have  been  misinformed.  Out  of  seventeen  nations 
we  visited,  I  saw  but  one  that  thought  of  becoming  citizens.  The  In- 
dians say  they  are  not  qualified  to  comply  with  the  laws  of  a  Stats 
or  territorial  government  in  their  present  state  of  civih'zation. 

They  are  fiiUy  aware  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  who  desire  homes,  will  not  permit  them  to  hold  so 
larffe  a  country  merely  for  hunting-grounds,  and  that  some  great  change 
wifi  of  necessity  take  place ;  and  if  suitable  homes  can  be  prepared  for 
them,  a  majority  of  the  nation  can  be  induced  to  emigrate.    Otners  will 
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prefer  to  remain,  reserving  a  portion  or  all  of  their  lands,  and  will  insist 
on  remaining  under  tlieir  own  government. 

The  recent  excitement  in  the  States  in  regard  to  this  Indian  country 
has  induced  them  to  think  their  land  is  worth  its  weight  in  gold,  (as  I 
heard  them  frequently  express.)     I  think  it  will  be  very  diflBcult  for  the 
government  to  buy  this  country  at  anything  like  a  reasonable  price. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  WHITFIELD, 

Indian  Agent. 

Col.  A.  CUMMHTG, 

SuperintendefU  Indian  AffairSf  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


No.  27. 


Sni :  In  the  absence  of  a  local  superintendent,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  report  the  condition  of  the  school  among  the  Pottawatomies  in 
charge  of  the  Board  of  the  American  Indian  Missionary  Association, 
located  at  Louisville,  Ky. 

It  affords  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  do  so,  sir,  to  a  gentleman  of  your 
reputed  impartiality  and  tnat  freedom  from  sectarian  bias  which  should 
characterize  every  officer  of  that  government  which  guarantees  to  man 
bis  Grst  and  dearest  right,  the  right  of  conscience  and  freedom  to  wor- 
ship his  Creator  according  to  its  dictates. 

Owing  to  this  very  principle  of  which  I  speak,  we  are  unable  to  re- 
port so  large  a  church  memoership,  or  so  numerous  a  school,  as  others 
might.  In  all  literary  institutions  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  dissemi- 
nate the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  if,  after  full  trial,  we 
cannot  succeed  in  this  way,  we,  as  a  denomination,  must  withdraw 
from  the  field,  for  we  can  adopt  no  other. 

We  are  now  making  efforts  to  re-organize  the  school  on  a  more  effi- 
cient plan,  and  hope,  by  the  end  of  me  coming  year,  not  only  to  be 
able  to  report  greater  success,  but  more  encouraging  prospects. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LYKINS. 

Gen.  Whitfield, 

(7.  8*  Agentf  4^. 


No.  28. 


St.  Mary's  Pottawatomie  Mission, 

August  31,  1853. 

In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  department,  I  proceed  to 
lay  before  you  a  brief  report  of  the  Pottawatomie  Catholic  mission.  We 
stand  before  the  department  pledged  to  carry  on  a  manual  labor  school 
for  boys  and  girls,  with  suitable  fields  to  raise  stock  and  produce.  We 
have  raised  this  season  60  acres  oats,  40  corn,  6  potatoes — the  oats 
very  heavy ;  we  cut  them  all  in  five  days  with  a  mowing  machine.  This 
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implement  is  the  wonder  of  the  country — the  Indians  are  lost  in  admira- 
tion when  they  see  it  work.  The  com  and  potatoes  bid  feir  to  yield  a 
good  crop.  Our  homed  stock  consist  of  250  head ;  say  80  cows,  15 
yoke  of  oxen,  40  two-year  old  steers — ^the  balance  is  young  cattle  of 
our  own  raising.  We  derive  no  inconsiderable  part  of  our  support 
from  our  stock.  There  is  also  a  good  demand  for  com,  potatoes,  oats, 
which  the  mission  as  well  as  the  Indians  can  sell  at  fair  prices.  The 
government  is  establishing  a  new  military  post.  Fort  Riley,  on  the  Upper 
Kanzas,  51  miles  above  the  mission ;  the  Pottawatomie  settlement  is 
the  nearest  point  from  which  the  fort  can  draw  its  supplies.  If  our 
Indians  were  thrifty  and  enterprising,  they  would  find  a  ready  market 
for  all  the  produce  they  can  raise ;  but  unfortunately  the  greater  part 
of  our  people  are  glad  when  they  have  enough  to  supply  their  own 
wants.  Tne  Indians  in  our  immediate  vicinity  are  not  m  want ;  they 
have  raised  good  crops  of  com,  potatoes,  pumpkins,  and  beans,  without 
giving  themselves  much  pains  to  do  it.  Some  families  are  very  impro- 
vident and  averse  to  work;  they  take  the  world  too  easy.  Tney 
would  rather  run  the  risk  of  being  half-starved  during  the  winter  than 
to  work  hard  for  a  good  crop  with  the  prospect  of  livmg  in  abundance. 
The  spirit  of  industry  and  enterprise,  the  influence  oi  the  mission,  is 
evidently  stronger  around  us  than  anywhere  else.  Our  Catholic  Indi- 
ans have  generally  well-fenced  fields,  a  span  of  horses,  some  cattle, 
which  added  to  their  annuity  aflbrd  them  a  living.  The  Catholic  mis- 
sion is  said  to  be  the  most  lovely  spot  in  the  Indian  country ;  the  mis- 
sion buildings,  with  the  adjacent  trading-houses,  groups  of  Indian 
improvements,  and  extensive  cornfields,  all  give  it  the  appearance  of  a 
town.  Some  people  think  that,  if  Nebraska  be  organized  as  a  Territory, 
St.  Mary's  ought  to  be  the  capital.  Steamboats  will  certainly  ascend 
the  Kanzas  next  spring,  come  up  to  our  landing,  discharge  freight,  and 
make  us  forget  that  we  live  in  the  Indian  country.  The  prairie  Indi- 
ans of  the  Pottawatomie  tribe,  an  infidel  sect  of  medicine  men,  are  as 
yet  but  little  civilized,  and  are  in  every  respect  far  behind  their  Catholic 
brethren.  We  frequently  tell  them  to  lay  aside  their  gun  and  blanket, 
not  to  have  so  many  dogs  nor  quite  so  many  ponies,  to  make  the  young 
men  work  more,  and  not  to  saddle  so  much  work  upon  their  squaws. 
We  repeat  these  things  opportunely  and  importunately ;  the  old  incor- 
rigible rogues  will  have  their  own  way — ^in  spite  of  the  world  they  will 
live  on  pumpkins  and  corn-soup,  smoke  their  pipe,  and  lie  all  day  be- 
fore the  fire.  Our  joint  advice  may  do  much  to  reclaim  some  of  the 
better  sort.  Your  late  visit  to  the  mission  has  already  had  a  salutary 
effect.  At  the  conclusion  of  your  speech,  some  were  heard  to  say  that 
they  liked  their  father's  words,  that  they  would  keep  them  in  their 
hearts.  The  Pottawatomies  at  large  are  wonderfully  taken  up  with 
you,  and  feel  disposed  to  profit  by  your  instructions. 

Our  schools  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  number  of  boys  ad- 
mitted from  October  1st  till  September,  1853,  is  77 ;  the  average  num- 
ber in  attendance  is  52.  The  number  of  girls  admitted  during  the 
same  period  is  92,  and  the  average  during  the  four  quarters  is  67. 

The  ladies  of  the  Sacred  Heart  have  charge  of  the  female  academy; 
they  are  seven  in  number,  and  devote  all  theu:  time  to  the  school.  This 
establishment  enjoys  great  popularity  among  the  Indians ;  they  love  to 
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send  their  children  to  it,  because  they  know  that  it  is  properly  con- 
ducted, and  that  no  pains  are  spared  to  make  them  comfortable 
Moderate  exercise,  heallhy  diet,  regular  application,  spacious  accom- 
modations, roomy  play-grounds — ^all  contribute  to  render  it  their  favorite 
school.  The  boys'  school  is  more  under  the  immediate  charge  of  your 
humble  servant.  If  you  feel  disposed  to  give  us  credit  for  what  we  do,  do 
not  give  it  to  him  alone.  We  are  many ;  we  all  work  for  the  mission  and 
for  the  Indians ;  we  have  all  the  same  object  in  view.  Bishop  Miege, 
Father  Schultz,  Father  Guilland,  and  myself,  are  the  clergymen  that 
reside  at  the  mission  and  preach  the  word  of  God  to  the  Indians.  We 
have  two  tailors,  a  schoolmaster,  a  carpenter,  a  cook,  a  gardener,  and 
a  farmer,  all  pious  and  disinterested  men,  who  receive  no  wages,  and 
cheerfully  devote  their  Ufe  and  strength  to  the  holy  cause.  None  of  us,  as 
you  know,  are  encumbered  with  a  wife  or  family ;  we  are  all  bachelors, 
and  consecrate  ourselves  to  the  Indian  missions.  These  persons  are 
dear  to  my  heart ;  day  after  day  they  have  labored  and  toiled  by  my 
side  under  all  the  privations  and  trials  that  have  fallen  to  our  lot ;  they 
have  proved  themselves  true  to  me  and  to  their  vocation.  We  all  hope 
one  day  to  reap  the  reward  of  our  labors  in  heaven. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  D.  DUERINCK, 
Superintendent  Manual  Labor  School. 
Gen.  John  W.  Whitfield, 

Indian  Agents  Pottawatomie  Agency. 


No.  29. 


Report  showing  the  condition  of  the  several  tribes  within  the  Great  Nemahaiw 

Agency. 

September  29,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  Indian  bureau,  I  make 
this  my  annual  report : 

The  Indians  were  comparatively  healthy  until  the  middle  of  August ; 
since  then  scarcely  a  famdy  has  escaped,  and  more  than  half  of  both 
whites  and  Indians  have  been  afflicted  with  sickness. 

The  prevalent  disease  was  intermittent  fever.  There  is  at  present  a 
markea  improvement  in  their  health ;  and  it  is  a  reasonable  expecta- 
tion, as  the  autumn  advances,  with  the  appearance  of  a  few  frosts, 
most  of  the  exisUng  sickness  will  disappear. 

The  half-breeds,  located  between  tne  Little  or  Upper  and  the  Great 
Nemahaw  rivers,  number  about  sixty,  including  all  the  members  of 
their  families. 

They  have  made  some  advances  towards  civilization,  as  is  evinced 
by  their  being  comfortably  housed ;  having  large  fields  under  good 
fences,  and  a  considerable  stock  of  cattle  and  hogs,  &c. 

A  transition  from  the  savage  life  to  that  of  a  citizen  of  an  organized 
government  will  be  an  easy  matter  with  them;  and  a  fee-simple  right 
to  a  section  of  land,  as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  which  established 
them  where  they  are,  is  all  that  is  required  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  fulfil  its  obligations  towards  them. 
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Several  of  the  children  of  these  half-breeds  attend  the  school  of  the 
loway  and  Sac  mission. 

loways. — This  tribe  numbered  at  their  last  payment  four  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  according  to  the  "  pay  roll."  Now  they  number, 
according  to  a  census  just  taken,   (but  it  is  possible  not  quite  com- 

Slete,)  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  There  have  been  thirty-one 
eaths,  viz.  ten  men,  seven  women,  and  fourteen  children.  One  man 
was  killed  in  battle  by  the  Cheyennes,  and  one  while  asleep  in  bis 
lodge  by  a  drunken  Indian. 

Those  who  have  died  since  the  last  payment  have  their  distributioD 
share  of  the  annuity  drawn  by  the  head  of  the  family  to  which  the 
person  belonged.  This  tribe  has  agreed  that  after  the  payment  his 
year  this  custom  shall  no  longer  continue,  and  in  lieu  thereof  have  set 
apart  one  hundred  dollars  for  burial  purposes. 

The  loway s  have  profited  very  little  from  the  frequent  eflforts  of  the 
government  for  their  improvement.  They  have  had  advantages  over 
other  tribes  which  should  have  elevated  them,  from  their  low  and  de- 
based condition,  much  above  them. 

The  location  of  the  loway  s  has,  pf^rhaps,  some  influence  upon  them, 
being  in  the  immediate  route  of  the  great  tide  of  emigration  to  California 
and  Oregon ;  and  when  that  which  is  to  them  the  most  important  season 
of  the  year  is  at  its  height,  and  when  the  Indian  should  be  engaged  in 
preparing  his  ground  and  planting  it,  he  is  loitering  around  the  camp  of 
the  emigrants,  learning  the  vices  of  the  wicked  but  discarding  the  les- 
sons and  example  of  the  good ;  having  no  care  for  the  future  so  long  as 
his  immediate  wants  are  partially  supplied  by  begging,  improvident 
trade,  or  theft. 

It  is  but  just  to  say  there  are  a  few  who  show  some  indications  of 
industry ;  and  if  the  promises  made  me  from  time  to  time  by  the  head- 
men in  the  council  for  the  tribe  be  complied  with,  then  may  we  look 
for  a  change  in  their  condition  indeed.  I  have  told  them  in  full  council 
that  it  was  a  question  of  life  and  death  with  them ;  that  if  they  went  to 
work,  till  the  soil,  and  collect  the  comforts  around  them  that  their  in- 
dustry would  produce,  they  will  live  and  grow  prosperous  like  their 
white  neighbors ;  but  if  they  continue  their  present  mode  of  living 
they  will  soon  die  out.  But  as  long  as  there  is  life  there  is  hope,  and 
I  should  hope  on  a  little  longer.  I  have  proposed  to  them  that  every 
head  of  a  family  who  would  put  in  a  state  nt  for  cultivation  between 
four  and  five  acres  of  land,  enclosing  it  with  a  good  rail  fence,  staked 
and  rider,  I  would  furnish  him  with  a  one-horse  plough  and  gear  com- 
plete, and  would  besides  render  them  further  aid  as  soon  as  I  had  an 
earnest  effort  from  them  to  carry  out  this  great  object. 

Should  a  treaty  be  made  with  this  and  the  other  tribes  in  this  agency, 
the  proceeds  of  the  land  they  may  dispose  of  should  not,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  be  paid  to  them  in  money,  but  should  be  applied  in  the  intro- 
duction of  agricultural  and  mechanical  pursuits. 

They  are  yet  children  in  their  habits,  and  should  be  treated  as  such 
by  the  government.  There  are  not  a  dozen  adult  Indians  in  this  tribe 
(and  the  same  applies  to  the  Sacs  and  Foxes)  who  would  not  ac- 
cept and  advocate  a  proposition  to  the  government  to  receive  from  it 
one- third  of  its  large  tuna  in  full  of  all  demands  now  and  hereafteri 
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provided  il  was  paid  to  ftiem  at  one  payment.  Such  is  the  extent  of 
their  improvidence,  no  thought  penetrates  their  minds  as  to  the  im- 
proved condition  of  the  rising  or  aluture  generation  ;  all  thought  is  ab- 
sorbed in  gratifying  the  passions  or  the  appetite  of  the  moment.  Still 
there  is  hope,  however  faint  it  may  be ;  and  my  path  being  lighted  by 
its  gleam,  I  will  not  tire  in  my  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  these 
benighted  people. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri. — This  tribe  numbers  about  two 
hundred;  the  census  is  not  yet  complete,  but  the  number  given  is 
Dearly  correct 

This  tribe  will  have  ample  means  for  its  support,  provided  nothing 
unusual  takes  place.  They  have  raised,  within  their  separate  patches, 
corn  enough  to  supply  their  immediate  wants ;  and  the  produce  of  the 
&rm  will,  with  economy,  supply  them  the  greater  portion  of  the  year. 
The  com  crop  will  amount  to  about  five  thousand  bushels.  The  wheat 
crop  was  not  good ;  and  the  whole  crop  was  turned  over  to  the  Indi- 
ans and  good  seed  purchased.  Some  twenty-five  acres  or  more  have 
been  sown  in  wheat,  the  ground  having  been  twice  ploughed  before 
sown,  then  harrowed,  and  rolled  with  a  heavy  roller.  From  the  pains 
taken  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  do  well. 

I  refer  to  the  Sac  and  Fox  farmer  for  a  detailed  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  farm. 

Many  of  the  remarks  respecting  the  loways  are  applicable  to  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  of  this  agency. 

Kickapoos. — This  tribe  has  made  some  progress  in  agriculture  ;  and 
their  crops  this  year  will  turn  out  more  than  average  lirom  the  same 
quantity  of  ground  cultivated.  Many  of  them  have  comfortable  houses, 
around  which  may  be  seen  numerous  domestic  fowls  and  animals ;  and 
these,  with  other  indications  of  civilization,  form  a  pleasing  contrast 
when  compared  with  the  condition  of  the  other  tribes  within  this  agency. 

After  this  year  their  annuities  cease,  and  they  will  have  to  rely  wholly 
upon  the  products  of  the  soil  for  subsistence.  They  possess  a  country 
much  more  extensive  than  they  need,  and  can  well  dispose  of  a  part  ' 
for  the  means  of  improving  the  other,  and  the  production  of  a  fund  for 
the  education  of  their  children.  This  people  snould  be  encouraged  to 
persevere  in  their  efforts  to  in^rove  their  condition.  Here  also  is  an 
ample  field  for  an  efiicient  missionary.  These  Indians  are  inclined  to 
be  religious — they  have  some  knowledge  of  Christianity  ;  they  meet  in 
their  several  churches  on  the  Sabbath  to  worship ;  but  they  mingle  with 
their  devotions  many  of  their  superstitions  and  rude  traditions.  Here 
then  is  the  work  for  a  prudent,  but  energetic  missionary,  to  putily  their 
worship  and  to  cast  off  their  superstitions* 

The  Winnchagoes  living  within  this  agency  number  two  hundred  and 
cdght.  These  wild  and  perverse  Indians  have  again  refused  to  remove 
to  their  own  country  on  the  Crow-wing.  Before  the  Comaiissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  visited  this  section  of  the  Indian  country,  I  h'lcl  received 
your  communication  making  it  my  duty  to  inform  these  Ind  nns  that  it  ' 
was  required  by  the  eovemment  of  them  to  go  to  their  own  country. 
I  had  them  in  council  and  the  whole  matter  discussed,  and  we  sepa- 
rated with  the  understanding  that  they  could  not  remain  on  the  loway 
or  Half-breed  lands.    When  the  commissioner  was  here  holding  coun- 
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cils,  the  chiefs  and  traders  tried  to  get  permission  to  remain,  and  en- 
deavored to  impress  upon  him  that  they  had  a  right  to  live  here.  As 
his  engagements  required  him  to  leave,  and  consequently  not  having 
time  to  spare  in  a  fruitless  discussion  of  indeBnite  length,  he  turned 
them  over  to  me.  I  took  a  census  of  them,  made  out  a  roll,  and  pro- 
posed to  send  it,  with  a  letter  to  their  agent,  by  the  heads  of  families 
then  to  receive  their  proportion  of  the  Winnebago  annuity ;  that 
while  there  these  heads  of  families  could  make  locations  to  settle  upon, 
and  in  the  spring  take  to  them  their  families  and  effects.  This  they 
acknowledged  was  right ;  but  they  wanted  to  go  to  Washington  city  to 
see  the  President  himself  about  remaining  here.  After  spending^  some 
hours  in  talking  over  the  subjects  connected  with  their  removal,  they 
retired  without  adopting  anything  conclusive.  Unless  otherwise  di- 
rected, I  shall  not  urge  their  removal  until  spring.  It  is,  however, 
desirable  that  they  go  then.  The  loways  are  continually  making  com- 
plaints ;  and  the  whites  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  charge  them 
with  depredating  upon  their  stock,  and  by  next  spring  the  clamors 
against  them  wul  doubtless  increase. 

FottawcUomies. — The  number  of  these  Indians  who  live  on  Kickapoo 
land  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty;  some  of  these  have  intermarried 
with  the  Kickapoos.  I  have  also  informed  them  that  it  was  required 
of  them  to  remove  to  their  own  country,  as  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
government  that  all  the  parts  of  the  tribe  should  be  collected  on  the 
soil  allotted  to  them.  With  the  approbation  of  the  commissioner  they 
are  permitted  to  remain  until  spring ;  and  by  their  assuring  him  that 
they  will  return  to  their  nation  in  the  spring,  me  heads  of  families  may  ^ 
go  to  the  pay-table  this  fall  and  receive  a  portion  of  the  annuity  of  the 
Pottawatomies.  Owing  to  the  prevailing  sickness,  we  were  not  able 
to  get  a  suitable  mechanic  to  put  the  grist-mill  in  repair,  but  I  hope 
that  this  can  be  done  within  a  few  weeks. 

The  bams,  stables,  and  farmer's  house,  are  not  yet  put  in  good  re- 
pair ;  but  as  this  can  be  mostly  done  by  the  laborers  on  the  farm,  I 
think  the  repgdrs  will  be  complete  before  cold  weather. 

The  agency  dwelling  needs  a  new  roof,  and  a  small  appropriation  is 
respectfully  asked  for  this  purpose. 

The  Kickapoo  mission,  now  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grover,  has 
had  no  school  attached  to  it.  He  is  anxious  to  commence  one,  and  I 
hope  he  will  be  successful  in  so  desirable  an  object. 

The  loway  and  Sac  mission,  near  the  agency,  has  a  well-conducted 
school,  numbering  forty-four  pupils.  I  believe  this  is  as  large  a  number 
as  has  attended  at  any  previous  year.  These  are  not  mere  transient 
scholars,  that  go  and  come  as  the  whim  or  caprice  of  the  parent  or 
child  may  determine ;  but  they  are  continued  pupils,  living  the  whole 
year  within  the  precincts  of  the  institution.  I  have  had  ample  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  them  when  at  church,  in  the  school-room,  at  their  meals, 
ana  at  their  various  employments,  and  found  them  devotional,  deco- 
\  rous,  attentive,  and  industrious.  These  interesting  children  are  acauir- 
in^  the  rudiments  of  an  education  with  the  usual  facility  of  white 
children.  They  are  at  the  same  time  learning  that  which  is  of  equal 
importance,  viz :  how  to  work.  There  are  a  number  of  both  sexes 
who  read  and  write  well,  and  seem  to  understand  what  they  read  and 
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write ;  and,  while  gaining  knowledge,  they  are  contributing  to  the  sup- 

£)rt  of  the  institution.  The  garden,  the  field,  and  the  wood  pile,  attest 
e  value  of  the  labor  of  the  males;  while  housekeeping,  with  its  va- 
rious and  diversified  labor,  which  is  performed  mostly  by  the  female 
pupils  under  the  direction  of  the  matron,  proves  them  capable  of  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  housekeepers  when  tney  grow  up  and  take  their 
place  at  the  domestic  fireside. 

It  is  but  just  that  the  successful  conducting  of  this  useful  institution 
to  its  present  prosperous  condition,  should  be  mainly  attributed  to  the 
Rev.  S.  M.  Irwin,  the  gentlemanly  superintendent.  I  send  herewith 
his  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  VANDERSLICE, 

Indian  Agent. 
Col.  A.  CuMMiNa, 

SupU  Ind*  AffairSf  Su  Louisj  Mo. 
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lowAT  AND  Sac  Mission, 

September  26,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  number  of  girls  in  school  under  my  charge  at  the 
present  time  is  nineteen,  most  of  whom  are  loways.  They  attend 
school  six  hours  a  day  and  five  days  in  the  week.  Their  various 
:.aidies  are  as  follows,  viz : 

12  reading  in  McGufiey's  3d  reader  and  testament. 
4  reading  in  McGufiey's  2d  reader. 
3        "  "  1st      " 

14  writing. 

10  studying  geography. 
Ten  of  the  girls  have  memorized  the  shorter  catechism,  and  two  of 
them  about  haUf  way ;  the  smaller  ones  are  committing  the  children's 
catechism.  Besides  this,  they  have  committed  several  chapters  in  the 
testament  and  a  great  many  hymns.  When  out  of  school  they  are 
engaged  in  knitting,  sewing  and  various  household  duties ;  they  make 
and  mend  their  own  clothes  with  the  assistance  of  a  sempstress,  and 
the  larger  girls  do  the  washing  and  ironing  for  the  school,  att^d  to  the 
dining-room  and  assist  in  the  kitchen.  They  are  industrious  nnd  am- 
bitious, and  are  making  considerable  progress.  They  manifest  no  dis- 
position to  return  to  their  former  mode  of  life,  but  are  contented  and 
cheerful,  and  appear  anxious  to  become  like  white  people.  If  these 
children,  as  they  grow  up,  can  be  kept  under  Christian  and  moral  influ- 
ence, I  think  we  may  well  hope  that,  with  God's  blessing,  they  may 
become  good  and  useful  members  of  society.    Yours,  truly, 

SARAH  REA. 
Rev.  S.  M.  Irwin. 


332  H.   Doc.  1. 

No.  31. 

lowAY  AND  Sac  Mission, 

September  27,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  From  the  reports  of  Mr.  Williams  and  Miss  Rea,  here- 
with enclosed,  you  will  see  the  number  of  scholars  in  our  school,  and 
also  their  advancement  in  letters.  Ot  the  forty-four  now  in  school, 
thirty-four  can  read  the  English  with  a  good  degree  of  understanding, 
as  your  late  examination  indicated  ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  gratitude  that 
so  many  of  these  youth,  who  but  a  few  years  ago  were  in  the  wildest 
ignorance,  can  now  go  directly  for  themselves  to  the  revelations  of  di- 
vine truth,  and  draw  from  the  fountain  which  is  to  be  "a  lamp  to  their 
feet  and  a  light  to  their  path." 

It  is  due  to  the  teachers  as  well  as  the  children  to  say,  that  much 
more  might  have  been  attained  in  letters  had  not  so  much  of  the  chil- 
dren's time  been  given  to  work. 

Help,  both  in  the  house  and  on  the  farm,  is  hard  togethere ;  and  hence, 
in  both  these  departments,  we  have  to  rely  much  upon  the  health  of  the 
children.  For  tne  kitchen  and  housework  of  our  large  family,  of  over 
fifty  persons,  we  have,  besides  the  help  of  the  school  girls,  but  one  hired 
girl. 

On  the  farm  we  have  not,  at  present,  any  hired  help.  We  depend 
for  help  upon  the  boys,  who,  with  Mr.  WUliams'  help  and  oversightt 
have  this  summer  raised  over  30  acres  of  com,  a  crop  of  oats,  beans, 

f)otatoes,  &c.,  and  an  excellent  garden.  They  have  also  chopped  K 
arge  quantity  of  wood,  besides  clearing  up  the  fence-corners  and  cut- 
ting a  quantity  of  hazel  brush.  We  have  in  cultivation  over  fifty  acres 
of  land,  and  about  the  same  amount  in  pasture. 

This  work  on  the  farm  and  in  the  house  seems,  at  first  sight,  to  draw 
too  largely  upon  the  time  of  the  children — ^not  leaving  enough  for  school. 
But  common  sense,  as  well  as  experience,  teaches  that  it  is  just  as  ne- 
cessary for  an  Indian  to  learn  to  work  as  to  learn  how  to  read.  What 
would  it  profit  them,  or  any  one  else,  if  all  the  Indians  in  the  west  could 
read  and  write,  and  had  all  the  books  in  the  Alexandrian  library,  so 
long  as  they  follow  the  chase,  and  roam  the  plains,  without  a  settled 
habitation?  It  may  be,  in  part,  for  want  of  these  two  essential  parts  of 
an  education,  properly  blenaed  and  brought  to  bear  on  the  Indian  youth, 
that  so  many  worthy  attempts  at  education  have  failed.  Mr.  Bancroft's 
remar^hat  "  college  parcnment  cannot  close  the  gulf  between  the  In- 
dian cMracter  and  the  Anglo-American,"  may  in  one  sense  be  quite 
true ;  but  when  these  two  branches  of  a  thorough  education  are  properly 
cared  for,  it  will  go  far  at  least  to  bridge,  if  not  to  close,  the  gulf. 

In  connection  with  and  back  of  all  this,  we  hope  never  to  lose  sifi^ht 
of  their  moral  and  religious  training.  The  teachers  in  school  keep  tnis 
constantly  in  view,  and  Friday  aflernoon  is  devoted  entirely  to  exer- 
cises of  this  sort.  Sabbath  school  is  also  uniformly  attended  ta 
Among  the  children  there  is  an  obvious  improvement  in  industry,  truth- 
fulness, and  honesty,  and  several  of  them  have  expressed  a  desire  to 
make  a  public  profession  of  reh'gion ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that,  in 
the  outward  conduct  of  several,  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  with  a  pro- 
fession of  religion. 
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It  is  our  practice  to  visit  the  Indians  at  their  villages  and  in  their  set- 
tlements twice  in  the  week  and  once  on  the  Sabbath,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  them  religious  instruction. 

But  hitherto  our  attempts  in  this  have  not  met  with  any  flattering  en  • 
couragement.  There  is  not  in  the  loway  nation  an  adult  Indian  pro- 
fessing Christianity.  They  seem  to  assent  to  the  truths  of  Christianity, 
and  raise  but  few  objections ;  but  here  they  stand,  or  rather  lay,  and 
will  lay  until  God  by  His  Spirit  rouses  them  from  their  stupidity.  Still 
we  have  neither  cause  nor  disposition  to  complain  of  the  loway s.  They  • 
now  treat  us  kindly ;  do  not  molest  our  stock ;  seem  to  have  laid  down 
their  prejudices,  and  are  willing  to  adopt  what  may  be  recommended 
for  their  interests.  Here  there  is  a  manifest  change  at  least,  and  we 
would  hope  that  it  is  an  improvement.  Much  might  be  said  at  this 
point  in  their  favor;  but  we  are  here  reminded  how  difficult  it  is  to  make 
out  a  full  and  fair  report  of  the  real  state  of  things  where  \^  are  per- 
sonally interested,  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  make  out  smooth  reports  on 
paper,  but  to  audit  them  and  balance  them  with  facts  on  the  field  is  a 
different  thing.  It  is  fair  to  suppose  that  every  agent  and  missionary 
has  a  laudable  ambition  to  do  something  in  his  sphere.  Truths  and 
facts  may  be  found  on  all  sides ;  and  to  read  the  annual  reports  from 
the  Indian  country,  as  they  rise  one  above  another,  each  one  announcing 
an  obvious  improvement  over  the  past  year,  we  would  conclude  that 
the  Indians  must  already  be  in  a  high  state  of  improvement.  But  facts, 
as  they  really  appear,  will  lead  to  a  very  different  conclusion. 

For  a  long  timo  I  have  been  painfully  familiar  with  the  cooduct  and 
condition  of  the  loways,  and  it  we  keep  out  of  view  what  has  been 
done  within  the  school  for  the  last  few  years,  I  cannot  see  that  their 
general  condition  is  any  better  than  it  was  sixteen  yegu-s  ago. 

From  830,  the  number  of  souls  then  living,  they  are  now  reduced  to 
a  fi-action  over  400 !  Houses  that  were  built  for  them  by  government 
have  gone  to  decay ;  they  still  live  in  bark  houses  and  skin  tents ;  their 
fences,  where  they  have  any,  are  made  of  poles  and  bark  strings^;  and 
they  still  wear  the  blanket. 

Their  crop  this  year  is  very  short,  and  at  this  season  of  the  year  then: 
stock  of  provisions  was  perhaps  never  so  low. 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  all  this ;  but  one  cause  leading  to  it  is,  no 
doubt,  the  rush  of  emigration  through  their  country  in  the  spring  of  the 
year.  This  comes  on  just  at  the  time  when  they  should  be  attending 
to  their  crops.  But  instead  of  doing  this,  they  spend  their  time  in  sad- 
ding  about  the  camps  and  companies  of  white  people,  begging  and  bar- 
tering for  something  to  eat,  ana  shooting  or  gambling  for  money,  till  the 
time  for  planting  and  hoeing  is  past,  and  their  fields  run  up  to  weeds. 

Another  fruitful  cause  of  delay  in  the  improvement  of  these  Indians 
may  be  traced,  no  doubt,  to  the  downward  working  of  the  system  of 
casn  annuities  paid  to  them  by  the  government. 

The  design  of  the  government  was  benevolent  and  humane,  but  the 

5 Ian  is  producing  the  very  opposite  of  what  was  intended.  The  In- 
ians  are  improvident  and  slothful,  and  will  catch  and  cling  to  every- 
thing that  will  indulge  their  indolence  ;  and  it  is  most  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  department  will  be  able  to  fall  upon  upon  some  plan  to  divert 
these  large  sums  of  money  out  of  their  present  course,  and  direct  them 
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in  some  channel  belter  calculated  to  bring  m  exercise  the  native  strength 
and  energy  of  the  Indian. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  kind  attention,  particularly  the  interest 
you  lake  in  our  school,  and  the  appropriate  addresses  made  to  the  school 
on  your  last  visit,  alJid  with  a  strong  desire  for  your  health  and  pros- 
perity in  your  new  and  important  station, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  IRWIN,  SupermtendenU 

Col.  D.  Vandehslicb. 


No.  32. 


,  lowAY  Sac  Mission,  September  28,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  school  under  my  charge  counts  twenty-five  boys, 
representing  five  different  nations,  viz : 

16  loways, 

4  Sioux, 
2  Ottoes, 

2  Blackfeet,  and 
1  Sac  and  Fox. 

Most  of  these  are  orphans;  many  of  them  having  lost  both  parents. 
They  attend  school,  generally,  about  six  hours  each  day,  Saturday 
excepted ;  and  I  think,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  they  make  very  good 
progress  in  learning.     Their  various  studies  are  as  follows,  viz* 

6  reading  in  McGuffey's  4th  reader; 

3  do.  do.  3d      do. 
*  3      do.            do.  2d       do. 

^        3      do.  do.  1st      do. 

5  learning  small  words  ; 

5  do.       the  alphabet ; 

7  studying  arithmetic ; 

6  do.       geography ;  and 
13  writing. 

Besides  these  studies,  six  of  the  boys  have  memorized  the  shorter 
catechism,  and  three  of  them  about  hall  way.  They  have  committed 
between  thirty  and  forty  hymns,  and  the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew.  They 
are  generally  quick  in  memorizing,  and  seem  very  ambitious  to  gain 
the  head  of  the  class.  The  great  difficulty  we  have  with  them  when 
they  first  enter  our  school  is,  their  not  understanding  the  English  lan- 
guage, which  makes  their  progress  very  slow  for  some  time. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  WILLIAMS 
Rev.  S.  M.  Irwin. 
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No.  33. 

Great  Nbmahaw  Agency, 

September^  1853. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  first  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  farm  for  the 
closing  year,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that 
our  humble  efforts  in  agriculture  have  been  amply  paid  by  an  excel- 
lent crop,  and  our  most  sanguine  expectations  in  this  are  fully  real- 
ized. 

The  wheat  that  was  raised  and  harvested  was  distributed  to  the  In- 
dians in  the  shock,  and  they  threshed  and  cleaned  it  themselves.  We 
planted  about  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  com,  which  will  yield,  it 
IS  thought  by  good  judges,  at  least  fifty  bushels  to  the  acre,  or  five 
thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  corn. 

Our  Irish  potato  crop  has  also  yielded  largely,  and  from  a  trial  and 
measurement  of  a  part  of  the  crop,  I  think  I  can  safelj'^  say  that  it  will 
meajsure  at  least  one  thousand  busnels.  We  have  dug  and  saved  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  for  seed,  and  distributed  to  the  Indians 
about  three  hundred  bushels.  I  design  saving  fifty  bushels  more  for 
seed,  and  then  all  those  remaining  will  be  given  to  die  Indians,  accord- 
ing to  your  directions. 

Nearly  all  of  the  rails  that  were  made  last  winter  and  spring  have 
been  hauled  and  put  up,  and  the  fences  enclosing  the  farm  are  generally 
good,  though  two  or  three  thousand  rails  more  will  be  wanted  lor  re- 
pairs and  to  complete  a  pasture  for  the  stock.  We  have  sowed  about 
twenty  acres  of  wheat,  and  will  put  in  some  little  more  in  a  few  days. 
We  sowed  it  on  ground  that  has  laid  over  this  season  without  any  crop 
on  it,  first  ploughing  it  well,  twice,  and  after  the  grain  was  sowed,  the 
harrow  and  roller  following,  left  it  in  the  finest  condition.  With  the 
two  large  stacks  of  prairie  hay,  and  the  corn  that  has  been  ctt  up,  we 
will  have  an  ample  supply  of  coarse  feed  for  the  stock  and  farming 
animals,  until  we  can  raise  more.  We  ploughed  a  great  many  small 
fields  or  "  patches"  last  spring  for  the  Indians,  near  their  villages,  about 
four  miles  south  of  the  agency,  upon  which  they  have  raised  a  good 
crop  of  sweet  corn,  beans,  pumpkins,  squashes,  &c. 

Some  few  of  the  men  appUed  to  me  last  spring  for  ploughs  and  gears 
to  do  their  own  breaking,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  such  things  on 
the  farm  fit  for  use,  I  was  not  able  to  accommodate  them  much  in  this 
way.  I  leave  it  to  you  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  furnishing  a  few 
of  those  who  seem  most  inclined  to  work,  with  the  proper  utensils. 

Beyond  threshing  and  cleaning  the  wheat,  and  digging  the  potatoes, 
which  was  mostly  done  by  the  squaws,  I  have  seen  but  little  disposi- 
tion in  them  to  labor ;  and  it  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  with  all  the  ex- 
amples set  before  them  for  their  benefit,  and  all  the  inducements  I  can 
ofier,  they  still  seem  to  persist  in  their  own  unsystematic  way  of  doing 
things  in  their  usual  manner;  and  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  see 
during  my  short  employment  for  them,  depend  more  and  more,  as  they 
grow  older,  on  the  whites  for  support,  and  rely  less  on  their  own  re- 
sources. 

I  shall  be  thankful  for  your  suggestions  about  the  manner  of  their 
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improvement  in  the  better  way  of  the  white  man  at  all  times,  and  shall 
heartily  co-operate  with  you  in  anything  in  my  power  which  is 
calculated  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  these  unfortunate  and  de- 
graded people. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  W.  FORMAN, 

5ac  and  Fox  Farmer* 
Col.  D.  Vanderslice, 

Indian  Agent. 


No.  34. 


Kanzas  Agency,  nbab  Westport,  Mo., 

September  1,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  forward  the  annual  reports  of  the  several  superin- 
tendents of  schools  within  this  agency,  and  submit  the  following 
remarks,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Indian  department: 

You  will  discover  from  these  reports  that  a  respectable  portion  of 
the  Indians  on  our  borders  manifest  some  desire  at  least  to  see  their 
children  advanced  to  a  state  of  civilization.  The  Delawares,  Shaw- 
nees  and  Wyandotts,  (the  principal  tribes  of  this  agency,)  are  making,  I 
presume,  advances  equal  to  that  of  any  of  the  tribes  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  federal  government.  But  these  tribes  have  many  advan- 
tages ;  their  country,  both  in  climate  a^ d  fertility  of  soil,  cannot  be 
surpassed.  There  are  in  this  agency  six  missionary  establishments, 
the  superintendents  of  which   (with  the  exception  of  the  Quakers) 

C reach  to  those  of  the  Indians  who  see  fit  to  visit  them,  once  a  week,  I 
elieve.  Besides  these  stationed  preachers  there  are  some  three  or 
four  circuit  riders,  whose  duty  it  is  to  preach  to  these  children  of  nature. 
I  am  unable  to  state  with  accuracy  the  proportion  of  Christians  or  those 
who  profess  Christianity,  but  would  judge  them  to  be  about  one-fourth 
of  the  adult  population.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  many  of  these  peo- 
ple are  wholly  worthless,  and  abandoned  to  the  most  vicious  habits. 
Drunkenness  among  both  sexes  is  very  common.  I  have  been 
infonned  by  the  Delaware  interpreter,  Henry  Fiblors,  a  sensible, 
sprightly  Indian,  that  a  majority  of  the  Delaware  tribe  were  drunk- 
ards ;  and  I  presume  among  the  Wyandotts  and  Shawnees  a  like  pro- 
portion exists.  I  am  also  informed,  by  traders  and  others,  that  prosti- 
tution of  the  women  is  a  very  common  vice.  Unfortunately  for  the 
Indian,  he  more  successfully  follows  and  practices  the  vices  than  the 
virtues  of  his  white  neighbors.  For  further  information  aA  to  the  moral 
condition  of  these  people,  I  will  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  July, 
ultimo ;  also  to  a  copy  of  a  speech  made  by  Col.  R.  W.  Thompson,  of 
Indiana,  to  the  Shawnees  m  council,  during  my  absence  at  St.  Louis 
for  Shawnee  funds.  With  these  simple  people  one  would  suppose 
bribery  quite  honorable,  since,  according  to  Col.  Thompson's  speecb, 
it  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  high  places. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  by  its  policy,  has  pretty  mnch 
subverted  the  authority  of  the  chiefs;  hence  in  this  agency,  among  the 
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Indians,  with  the  exception  of  the  Wyandotts,  there  is  no  law  or  con- 
trolling influence.  I  must  do  the  Wyandotts  the  justice  to  state,  that 
they  have  established  quite  a  respectable  and  wholesome  system  of 
laws  as  well  as  district  schools. 

The  transfer  of  the  Indian  bureau  from  the  War  Department  has,  to 
some  extent,  destroyed  the  efficiency  of  the  agent  in  suppressing 
drunkenness.  The  20th  and  21st  sections  of  an  act  (o  regulate  trade, 
&c.,  with  the  Indians,  approved  June  30,  1834,  is  seldom  violated  by* 
the  white  man. 

It  is  the  Indian  dealer  who  introduces  spirituous  liquors  and  wines 
among  the  Indians,  and  as  the  agent  has  no  judicial  authority  or  power 
to  investigate  and  punish  these  infractions,  his  ability  to  arrest  this,  the 
most  serious  of  evils,  is  quite  inadequate. 

As  it  respects  their  progress  in  agriculture,  some  of  the  Indians  are 
growing  fine  crops;  but  many  are  unsettled,  and,  from  all  the  informa- 
tion I  can  collect,  it  is  to  be  feared  retrograding,  which  is  partly  owing 
to  the  want  of  laws  to  protect  and  reward  the  good  and  punish  the  bad. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  ROBINSON, 

Indian  Agent. 

Col.  A.  Gumming, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairt. 


No.  36. 


Fi^iENDs'  Shawnee  Labor  School, 

bih  month  23,  1853. 

Respected  Friend  :  In  compliance  with  thy  request,  we  send  our 
annual  report  of  the  situation  of  Friends'  Shawnee  labor  school,  situated 
on  the  Shawnee  reservation,  about  five  miles  west  of  Westport. 

Since  our  report  for  1852  there  have  been  forty-nine  Indian  youth, 
of  both  sexes,  between  the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen  years,  (several 
of  whom  are  orphans,)  belonging  to  five  tribes,  who  have  received 
literary  and  religious  instruction  from  this  institution. 

No  record  of  the  average  number  has  been  kept.  Fifteen  of  the 
above  number  were  included  in  the  last  report;  and  of  the  whole 
number  twenty-six  have  left,  and  three  have  died.  Of  those  who  have 
left,  seventeen  are  attending  other  schools;  two  have  removed,  with 
their  parents,  some  distance  from  here;  one  is  a  young  woman,  pretty 
well  qualified  to  assume  the  duties  of  domestic  life;  one  is  a  lad,  with 
a  knowledge  of  reading,  writing,  and  some  arithmetic;  one  little  girl  is 
at  home  with  her  pnrents;  one  lad  is  required  at  home  by  his  mother; 
no  reasons  assigned  tor  the  non-attendance  of  two.  Of  the  twenty  now 
claimed  as  pupils,  two  are  in  the  alphabet;  two  spell  easy  words; 
three  nre  in  the  first  reader;  seven  in  the  second  reader;  three  in  the 
third  reader;  three  in  the  fifth  reader;  thirteen  write  a  legible  hand; 
eight  study  arithmetic ;  and  all  have  received  some  general  instruction 
in  geography. 

22 
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The  testament  is  used  as  a  class-book  in  school  every  day  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  scholars.  The  first  day  school  has  been  kept  up 
chiefly  with  a  view  of  advancing  them  in  scriptural  knowledge. 

The  progress  and  behavior  of  the  children  m  school  has,  in  general, 
been  quite  satisfactory.  The  number  of  pupils,  and  of  the  difierent 
tribes,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

Shawnees 36 

Sacs  and  Foxes 3 

Wyandotts 7 

Stockbridges 1 

Muncies 2 

Total 49 

The  girls  employ  their  time,  when  out  of  school,  chiefly  in  spinnii^, 
sewing,  knitting,  &c.  The  domestic  work  of  the  girls  is  divided  thus : 
Some  of  them  in  milking  and  attending  to  the  daii^;  some  assist  in 
washing  and  ironing;  some  help  in  the  kitchen  and  dining-room ;  son^ 
take  charge  of  the  chambers,  and  these  are  changed  every  two  weeks, 
so  as  to  give  each  an  opportunity  of  being  instructed  in  the  difierent 
branches  of  housekeeping. 

The  teacher  and  boys  have  prepared  the  wood  for  the  fire  after  it 
was  hauled;  tended  the  garden,  and  assisted  in  planting  the  corn,  and 
the  boys  assisted  some  in  harvesting.  When  the  boys  are  taken  out  of 
school  to  work  on  the  farm,  I  make  them  presents  as  a  remuneration 
therefor. 

We  have  228  acres  of  land  in  fence,  and  the  proceeds  furnish  the 
table,  and  a  surplus  for  sale ;  but  the  amount  of  produce  sold  has  not 
generally  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  laborer  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil. 

We  have  in  our  employment,  at  the  present  time,  Robert  Styles,  as 
teacher ;  Rachel  Styles,  his  wife,  has  charge  of  the  girls  when  out  of 
school ;  Rebecca  H.  Jenks,  as  matron ;  Cornelius  Douglass,  superin- 
tendent;  and  Phoebe  N.  Douglass,  his  wife,  has  charge  of  the  clothing 
department ;  Davis  Thayer  has  been  employed  in  erecting  a  barn  on 
the  farm  during  the  present  summer;  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  and  daughter, 
Elizabeth  M.,  have  rendered  important  services  in  the  family. 

The  children  are  boarded  and  clothed  without  any  aid  from  the 
Indians,  (except  a  few  of  their  parents  furnish  a  part  of  their  clothing;) 
and,  in  addition  to  the  proceeds  of  the  farm,  the  institution  is  supported 
at  an  expense  of  about  $1,500  annually  by  the  three  yearly  meet- 
ings which  have  this  institution  in  charge — that  is,  Baltimore  famishes 
from  $100  to  $200,  and  Ohio  from  $300  to  $400,  and  Indiana  $1,000. 

Friends  have  been  laboring  amongst  the  Shawnees  upwards  of  fifty 
years,  and  it  hath  uniformly  been  their  practice,  whilst  instructing  the 
Indians  in  the  use  of  tools  and  civilized  habits,  to  teach  them  the  be- 
nign principles  of  the  gospel. 

Having  spent  two  years  in  the  Shawnee  nation,  I  have  watched, 
with  much  interest,  the  improvement  of  some  who  seem  not  only  to 
c  are  and  provide  for  their  family,  but  also  feel  very  anxious  for  the 
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improvement  and  welfare  of  their  nation.  They  have  farms  well  im- 
proved, and  live  as  comfortable  as  their  white  neighbors ;  but  there 
are  many  others  that  are  very  restless  and  unsettled,  and  I  have  thought 
it  proceeded  more  from  their  drinking  to  excess  than  from  all  other 
causes.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  believe  this  evil  has  increased  within 
the  last  two  years  I  have  spent  here,  notwithstanding  the  law  is  strict 
against  selling  intoxicating  liquors  to  the  Indians.  They  evade  the  law, 
and  they  seem  to  have  free  access  to  it ;  so  they  are,  more  or  less  of 
them,  intoxicated  a  considerable  part  of  the  time.  If  this  evil  could  in 
any  way  be  removed,  in  my  opinion  this  tribe  would  soon  fill  a  promi- 
nent place  in  the  community. 

B.  F.  ROBINSON,  Indian  Agent. 


No.  36. 


Briggsvale,  July  31,  1853. 

Sir:  Herewith  we  send  you  a  report  of  our  institution  and  opera- 
tions the  past  year.  No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  manner  ot  con- 
ducting the  school,  or  the  person  in  charge,  since  our  last  report. 

In  our  attempts  at  educational  efforts  for  the  Delawares,  we  find  no 
obstacle  to  success  arising  from  natural  inability.  The  opinion  is 
quite  prevalent  that,  for  most  of  the  sciences,  there  is  a  great  and  uni- 
versal want  of  intellectual  power  on  the  part  of  the  Indian.  But  it 
it  so? 

If  there  has  been  failure  in  the  pursuit  of  any  of  the  sciences,  may 
there  not  be  found  the  reason  of  failure  from  other  causes  than  consti- 
tutional inability? 

The  habits  of  Indians  have  ever  been  such  as  strengthen  elements  of 
character  diametrically  opposed  to  patient,  constant,  studious  appli- 
cation. Trained  to  see,  hear,  and  relate,  they  seldom  think,  reflect,  and 
investigate.  To  overcome  these  tendencies  of  character  becomes  all 
important.  Therefore,  we  require  of  our  pupils  prompt  and  constant 
application  to  whatever  for  the  time  claims  their  attention.  In  hours 
of  recreation,  which  are  regular,  nothing  is  required  of  them  except 
their  own  amusement.  When  at  work  they  are  expected  and  required 
to  give  undivided  attention  to  that.  In  school  hours,  also,  the  same  is 
observed. 

Geography  and  history  are  learned  with  comparative  ease.  Ele- 
ments of  astronomy  were  taught  last  winter  term,  and  excited  much 
interest  in  the  pupils. 

A  class  of  the  oldest  and  most  advanced  girls  have  not  been  in  school 
during  the  term  just  now  closed.  A  class  of  small  children  have  been 
added,  and  are  being  taught  the  first  principles  of  an  education. 

Arithmetic  is  learned  with  less  enthusiasm  than  some  other  branches, 
though  we  find  ready  scholars  in  that  branch. 

As  aids  in  imparting  instruction  we  have  a  terrestrial  globe,  orrery, 
microscope;  maps  of  the  world,  United  States,  Asia  Minor,  and  Pales- 
tine ;  dissected  maps  and  painted  plates,  representing  the  inhabitants, 
costumes,  beasts,  burds,  and  plants  of  various  portions  of  the  earth. 
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Studies  pursued.  Text  books. 

Reading 20  Bible. 

Spelling 26  Emerson's  third  reader. 

Writing 14  McGuffey's  first  and  second  reader. 

Geography 9  Mitchell's  geography  (large  and  small.) 

Arithmetic  (oral) 9  Emerson's  (second  part)  arithmetic. 

Arithmetic  (written)     4  Greenlears  (first  part)  arithmetic. 

Illustrated  primer. 

Tract  primer. 

School  manual. 

The  girls  are  daily  taught  the  use  of  the  needle,  making  their  own 
and  the  boys'  garments.     Repairing  garments  is  a  common  duty. 

One  afternoon,  weekly,  is  devoted  to  fine  needle- work,  which  is  ex- 
ecuted with  much  taste  and  neatness.  The  older  girls  daily  assist  in 
the  dining-room  and  weekly  in  the  wash-room. 

There  is  a  change,  if  in  no  other  way,  in  the  condition  of  the  Dela- 
wares,  that  a  class  of  young  persons  are  growing  up,  and  are  beginning 
to  exert  an  influence,  who  have  more  or  less  mental  culture,  and  whose 
tastes  and  habits,  if  not  improved,  are  of  a  kind  quite  in  contrast  with 
those  of  the  parents. 

It  is  pleasing,  occasionally,  to  meet  an  intelligent  man  or  woman,  and 
this  is  now  often  our  privilege  among  the  Delawares.  If  no  political 
change  occurs,  this  will  become  more  frequent  as  the  opportunity  of 
education  shall  be  continued. 

Religious  exercises  are  continued  at  the  station  every  Sabbath.  Three 
have  been  added  to  the  church  during  the  past  year. 
Very  respectfully  and  obediently,  yours, 

E.  S.  MORSE,  Teacher. 
J.  G.  PRATT,  Superintendent. 
Missionaries  A.  B.  M.  U.,  Boston,  Mass, 
Major  B.  F.  Robinson, 

Indian  Agent. 


No.  37. 


Shawnee  Baptist  Mission, 

Indian  Territory,  August  23,  1853. 

Sir:  The  rapid  succession  of  years  occasions  a  lack  of  varied  inter- 
est for  extended  remark  in  an  annual  report.  Mission  labor,  in  its 
principal  features,  continues  the  same  G"om  year  to  year;  after  the 
similitude  of  the  labors  of  the  husbandman  always  tending  to  the  same 
results,  though,  from  conflicting  elements,  less  favorable  at  one  season 
than  another. 

Our  acquaintance  with  the  Shawnees  has  been  for  some  length  of 
time.  We  have  seen  them  merging  from  the  darkness  of  paganism, 
and  in  their  progress  onward,  until  they  have  become  measurably  en- 
lightened, and  to  some  extent  elevated  in  life.  They  are  a  fi-iendly 
people,  Uving  quietly  at  their  homes,  without  any  special  inclination  for 
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war  or  the  chase.  A  portion  of  them  have  embraced  Christianity,  and 
the  sympathy  of  others  in  their  favor  is  enlisted  from  year  to  year. 
Among  their  defects  the  more  prominent  relates  to  early  childhood 
The  flower  is  rendered  deformed  and  unseemly  in  its  budding.  The 
Indian,  cherishing  a  tenderness  for  his  offspring,  is  too  often  wont  to 
rerard  its  wishes  as  something  to  which  other  considerations  must  be 
subservient.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  baser  passions  become  too 
strongly  set ;  so  that,  at  maturer  age,  wildness  instead  of  usefulness  is 
developed.  When,  from  the  throbbing  bosom  of  the  ever-devoted 
christian  mother,  the  principles  of  virtue  are  instilled  into  the  minds  oi 
the  tender  offsprings,  a  more  healthful  state  of  society  may  be  expected. 
We  have  had  twenty  scholars  the  last  term,  with  an  average  numr 
ber  of  fifteen  Indian  pupils  in  our  English  boarding  school.  The 
scholars  have  been  regular  in  their  deportment,  willing  to  work,  and 
have  made  good  progress  in  their  studies.  The  station  needs  new  mis- 
sion buildings ;  of  course,  the  means  of  erecting  them,  and  of  enlarging 
the  school,  as  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  refusing  admittance  to 

Sressing  applications.     The  following  statistics  of  their  valued  teacher, 
[iss  Doty,  will  show  more  definitely  the  advance  of  the  scholars,  viz : 

Classes. 

[n  spelling  and  reading 18 

[n  writing. 9 

[n  geography 12 

[n  grammar 7 

[n  arithmetic .' 12 

[u  philosophy 7 

[n  defining 11 

[n  astronomy 6 

In  botany 2 

In  Bible  history 13 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  BARKER, 
Superintendent  of  the  SchooU 
Maj.  B.  F.  Robinson, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 


No.  38. 


Indian  Mission  Labor  School, 

August  29,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  remarks,  together  with  the  accompanying  statistical 
document,  as  my  report  for  the  past  year : 

In  consecjuence  of  a  great  many  orphan  children — whose  parents  died 
among  the  Shawnees — having  been  lefl  without  home  or  friends  to  care 
for  them,  we  permitted  our  school  to  be  crowded  more  than  we  usually 
do  during  the  winter  session,  and  indeed  the  desire  for  education  is 
gaining  every  year  among  the  surrounding  tribes;  so  that,  instead  of 
having  to  go  and  hunt  them  up,  as  we  did  in  former  years,  and  per- 
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suade  them  to  come  to  school,  they  now  come  of  their  own  accord  and 
beg  admittance.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  gives  us  a  much  better 
opportunity  to  control  them  than  we  had  before.  The  prospect  is  as 
favorable  lor  as  many  as  we  can  take  care  of  for  the  next  session.  We 
have  had  but  little  sickness,  and  only  one  death,  during  the  past  year, 
for  which  we  are  thankful  to  the  Author  of  all  good. 

Our  crops  and  fruits  are  abundant,  and  the  same  may  be  said  for 
the  tribes  generally  around  us.  We  live  in  a  delightful  country,  and 
nothing  seems  to  be  wanting  to  make  these  people  prosperous  and 
happy  but  industrious  habits  and  suitable  laws  for  the  protection  of 
person  and  property.  As  for  industry,  I  think  they  are  gaining  a  little. 
But  as  for  these  fragments  of  tribes  ever  introducing  and  executing 
suitable  laws  for  their  own  protection  and  prosperity,  I  have  lost  all 
hope,  as  gloomy  as  the  thought  may  be ;  but  I  am  forced  to  the  conclu 
sion  that,  as  separate  tribes,  they  must  in  a  few  years  pass  away. 

The  only  hope  is  for  the  few  who  may  become  identified  with  the 
white  population,  and  take  their  position  in  the  walks  of  civilized 
society.  Having  written  so  fi-equently  on  this  subject,  I  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  add  anything  more. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  JOHNSON, 

SuperintendenU 

Major  B.  F.  Robinson, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 


No.  39. 


Sac  and  Fox  Agenct, 

September  1,  1853. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  within  this  agency : 

I  have  three  Indian  tribes  under  my  care,  viz :  Sacs  and  Foxes  of 
Mississippi,  Ottowas  and  Chippewas  of  Swan  creek  and  Black  river. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  numbered  at  the  last  payment  about  2,173  per- 
sons ;  they  are  a  wild  and  roaming  race,  looking  principal^  to  the 
chase  for  a  support,  with  a  few  exceptions.  They  have  promised  me, 
that  in  the  event  they  do  not  sell  their  land,  they  intend  to  turn  their 
attention  to  farming ;  and  even  should  they  sell,  that  when  they  are 
located  at  their  new  home,  they  will  commence  work,  and  live  like  the 
whites.  This  I  believe  is  the  intention  of  the  most  of  them  at  present. 
The  use  of  liquor  has  been  a  great  evil  to  this  tribe,  and  has  been  one 
cause  which  has  kept  them  in  their  uncivilized  state  so  long.  I  antici- 
pate a  better  day  for  them,  and  look  forward  at  no  distant  period  when 
they  will  become  a  sober  and  industrious  people.  At  a  council  held 
with  them  on  the  16th  of  August,  in  which  very  near  the  whole  nation 
was  present,  the  chiefs,  braves  and  headmen  signed  the  following 
pledge,  with  an  intention,  as  I  believe,  to  keep  it,  and  which  has  so  far 
been  done:  "  We,  the  undersigned,  chiefs,  braves  and  headmen  of  the 
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Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians,  do  hereby  promise  our  agent,  B.  A. 
James,  and  through  him  our  great  father  at  Washington  city,  that  we 
will  use  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  prevent  our  people  from  bring- 
ing liquor  among  us,  and  should  any  of  our  tribe  go  to  the  State  for 
whisky,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  inform  the  agent  of  it,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  spilled."  They  claim  a  country  of  land  thirty  miles  by 
twenty-four,  lying  west  of  Cass  and  Bates  counties,  in  Missouri,  and 
about  sixty  miles  from  the  State  line  to  the  nearest  part  of  it;  it  is 
mostly  prairie,  with  good  timber  on  the  water  courses ;  the  land  is,  as 
I  conceive,  only  of  a  secondary  quality,  but  well  adapted  for  stock 
raising.  The  main  branch  of  the  Osage  river  runs  through  their  land. 
They  have  seven  licensed  traders  among  them,  who  supply  them  in  an 
ample  manner  with  such  articles  as  they  need,  and,  so  far  as  my 
infonnation  extends,  generally  deal  fairly  with  them.  Of  mechanics, 
they  have  two  gunsmiths,  one  blacksmith  and  one  assistant,  at  jpesent. 
They  draw  from  the  general  government  an  emnual  annuity  of  seventy- 
one  thousand  dollars  m  money,  forty  kegs  of  tobacco,  and  forty  barrels 
of  salt,  each  year.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  of  this  annuity,  with  the 
salt  and  tobacco,  expires  in  1862;  the  balance  is  perpetual. 

The  Chippewas  number  thirty  persons,  being  some  five  or  six  fami- 
lies. They  own  thirteen  sections  of  land  on  the  Osage  river,  and  lying 
east  of  the  grant  made  to  the  Sacs  and  Foxes.  I  consider  the  land 
owned  by  this  little  tribe  of  the  best  quality.  They  are  an  industrious 
and  honest  people,  farm  like  we  do,  and  look  to  agricultural  pursuits 
as  the  means  of  obtaining  a  competency  in  this  life.  They  draw  an 
annuity  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  year,  which  is  perpetual. 

The  Ottowas  numbered  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  persons  at  the 
last  payment.  They  own  a  country  very  near  eleven  square  miles,  or 
seventy-four  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  lies  east  of  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  and  Chippewas.  The  Osage  river  runs  through  the  southern 
part  of  their  lanci,  and  I  consider  it  of  a  good  quality,  and  well  adapted 
for  farming  purposes.  This  tribe  is  decidedly  a  farming  people,  and 
till  the  soil  for  a  support ;  honest  and  industrious  in  their  habits,  never 
roaming  outside  the  limits  of  the  country  allotted  them.  Of  course 
peace  and  plenty  must  be  the  result.  They  have  an  annual  annuity 
of  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  which  is  perpetual.  These  peo- 
ple are  indebted  for  the  present  state  of  civilization  which  they  enjoy 
to  the  Rev.  J.  Meeker,  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Board,  and  his  worthy 
family,  who  have  been  among  them  for  some  time.  His  report  is 
herewith  enclosed,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer  you.  This  gentleman 
has  a  small  yearly  allowance  from  the  missionary  society,  barely  suffi- 
cient for  the  support  of  himself  and  family,  and  I  would  suggest  that 
the  government  extend  to  him  such  aid  as  may  be  deemed  right  in  his 
laudable  efforts  to  improve  the  condition,  both  temporal  and  spiritual, 
of  the  Ottowa  people. 

The  Chippewas  and  Ottowas  will  raise  more  than  enough  for  a  sup- 
port this  year  of  the  various  articles  which  a  family  consume  ;  in  fact, 
they  will  have  a  large  surplus  for  sale.  Those  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
who  have  farmed  it  will  have  an  abundance.  So  far  this  may  be  said 
to  be  a  healthy  season. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  policy  which  the  government 
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has  heretofore  pursued  towards  our  Indian  population,  of  paying  them 
large  annuities  in  money,  has  been  a  curse  to  them  instead  of  a  bless- 
ing. Not  a  dollar  should  ever  be  paid  to  an  Indian  in  money.  Supply 
him  in  goods,  mechanical  and  agricultural  implements,  such  as  his 
wants  require,  but  never  give  him  money.  If  you  wish  to  civilize  an 
Indian,  you  must  first  make  him  know  that  he  is  to  be  dependent  upon 
his  own  exertions  for  a  support ;  learn  and  teach  him  how  to  work, 
and  then  to  love  it.  After  this  is  accomplished,  he  is  ready  and  fit  to 
receive  an  education — not  before.  I  make  these  remarks  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  Indian  department  of  our  government  will  soon  be 
called  upon  to  make  important  treaties  with  our  Indian  population  on 
our  western  borders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  A.  JAMES,  Indian  Agent. 
CoL^A.  Gumming, 

Supt.  Indian  Affairs^  St,  Lauis^  Mo. 


No.  40. 


Ottowa  Mission,  August  25^  1853. 

Sir  :  Kind  Providence  has  given  to  the  Ottowas  a  year  of  unprece- 
dented temporal  prosperity.  They  have  enjoyed  almost  uninterrupted 
health ;  their  crops  have  never  looked  more  promising  than  they  now 
do ;  they  have  raised  this  year  much  more  oats,  corn,  and  potatoes  than 
in  any  previous  year,  and  will  not  probably  need  more  than  one-half 
of  it  for  their  own  consumption.  \ 

When  informed  that  the  United  States  government  intended  soon  to 
treat  with  them  for  their  land,  they,  instead  of  feeling  depressed  in 
spirits,  seemed  rather  to  awake  and  increase  their  efforts  to  improve 
their  farms.  During  the  present  year  they  have  made  considerable 
additions  to  their  fields,  have  improved  many  of  their  old  buildings  and 
buUt  new  ones,  have  made  an  extra  effort  to  increase  their  stock,  and, 
in  all  respects,  have  given  unmistakable  signs  that  they  wish  here  to 
live  and  here  to  die. 

You  are  aware  that  some  of  the  neighboring  tribes  have  depredated 
largely  upon  their  property,  and  that  from  time  to  time  they  have  pre- 
sented claims,  fully  proven,  to  the  agents,  and  that  these  claims  are 
now  on  file  in  the  office  of  Indian  affairs  at  Washington.  They  now 
express  much  surprise  to  learn  from  you  that  the  commissioner  thinks 
no  authority  exists  for  ordering  the  annuity  of  the  depredating  tribes  to 
be  taken  to  pay  for  such  injuries,  especially  when  they  find  in  their 
treaty  with  the  United  States  of  August  30,  1831,  in  the  9th  article, 
the  following  clause,  viz :  "  And  further,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  will  cause  said  band  to  be  protected  at  their  new  resi- 
dence against  all  inteiTuption  or  disturbance  from  any  other  tribe  or 
nation  of  Indians,  and  from  any  other  person  or  persons  whatever." 
Recently  quite  a  number  of  their  horses  have  been  stolen  by  these 
same  thievish  tribes.  The  Ottowas  frequently  pursue ;  sometimes  find 
their  own  horses  in  the  possession  of  the  thief,  who  refuses  to  deliver 
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them ;  sometimes  the  thief  is  pointed  out  to  them,  and  they  are  only 
informed  that  their  horses  have  been  conveyed  away  to  some  wilder 
tribes.  They  say  that  between  five  and  six  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
their  horses  and  hogs  have  been  thus  stolen  within  the  last  five  or  six 
years  by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  and  the  Kanzas.  So,  according  to  pre- 
sent decisions,  the  more  savage  and  powerful  tribes  may  at  pleasure 
rob  the  weaker  and  more  industrious  ones  of  all  they  possess,  and 
there  is  no  possible  means  of  redress.  Cannot  something  be  said  or 
done  to  induce  the  government  to  make  some  provisions  for  such  losses? 

The  Ottowas  are  the  only  band  I  know  of  in  die  Indian  territory 
"who  are  actually  increasing  in  numbers.  During  the  last  six  years 
they  have  shown  an  annual  average  increase  of  seven.  The  last  pay- 
ment roll  gave  an  advance  of  seventeen  over  the  previous  year.  The 
principal  cause  of  this  increase  I  attribute  to  their  present  habits  of 
sobriety,  industry,  and  regular  living. 

About  30  of  their  children  are  now  being  taught  in  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring schools,  who  are  making  good  progress  in  various  branches. 

Good  attention  continues  to  be  given  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
on  the  Sabbath ;  weekly  prayer  meetings  continue  with  more  or  less  in- 
terest ;  regular  morning  and  evening  family  worship  is  attended  to  in 
the  houses  of  church  members ;  freauent  contributions  are  made  for 
home  charitable  purposes,  and  sixty  dollars  have  been  given  during  the 
present  year  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  foreign  lands. 

Most  respectfully,  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  &c., 

JOTHAM  MEEKER, 
Missionary  of  the  Amer.  Bap.  Miss.  Union. 

Judge  B.  A.  James, 

(/•  S.  Indian  Agent j  Sac  and  Fox  Agency. 


No.  41. 


Council  Bluff  Agency,  October  16,  1853. 

Sir;  In  obedience  to  provisions  of  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
for  your  consideration  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Indi- 
ans within  the  bounds  of  this  agency  since  June  last,  at  which  time  I 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties :  The  Omahas,  the  most  inde- 
pendent and  prosperous  tribe  belonging  to  this  agency,  are  doing  mode- 
rately well,  considering  the  many  unfortunate  circumstances  that  now 
surround  them.  Their  country  extends  from  Council  Bluff',  on  the  Mis- 
souri river,  up  to  the  Puncas,  and  is  immediately  in  front  of  the  white 
settlements  in  the  western  counties  of  Iowa.  Many  unprincipled  per- 
sons locate  themselves  along  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  secretly  trading 
whisky  to  the  Indians  to  get  them  drunk,  so  that  they  can  more  success- 
fully swindle  them  out  of  their  guns,  horses,  blankets,  robes,  or  any- 
thing else  of  value  that  may  be  found  in  their  possession.  My  prede- 
cessors have  all,  I  believe,  exerted  themselves  to  break  up  this  nefari- 
ous trade,  and  no  doubt  have  done  much  good,  but  for  want  of  more 
efficient  means  of  apprehending  the  offenders,  and  a  class  of  penalties 
better  suited  to  the  nature  of  the  crime,  their  laudable  efforts  have  failed 
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of  success.  In  my  humble  opinion,  any  person  who  is  so  lost  lo  every 
principle  of  honor  and  humanity,  and  so  avaricious  as  to  engage  in  this 
detestable  traffic,  knowing,  as  he  must,  that  he  not  only  robs  the  Indian 
of  his  only  means  of  support  for  himself  and  his  wife  and  children, 
but  sends  bim  away  in  a  state  of  drunkenness  that  seldom  fails  to  arouse 
his  bloodthirsty  nature  to  a  state  of  madness  that  prepares  him  for  any 
crime,  cannot  be  deterred  by  the  penalties  of  the  present  law.  Such 
men,  having  no  moral  restraint,  are  sunk  below  the  lowest  of  the  brute 
creation,  and  can  only  be  checked  by  a  law  holding  them  responsible 
for  all  the  crimes  that  the  Indians  may  commit  while  intoxicated,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  providing  means  for  apprehending  all  offenders  wher- 
ever found,  and  inflicting  severe  punishment  without  any  delay.  Fines 
and  forfeitures,  confiscation  of  property,  or  even  confinement  in  a  peni- 
tentiary, have  but  little  terror  for  a  whisky  trader  while  so  many  oDsta- 
cles  stand  in  the  way  of  his  conviction;  but  if  tribunals  were  established 
in  the  Indian  country,  and  the  evidence  of  Indians  admitted  against  all 
violators  of  the  intercourse  laws,  and  a  trial  made  speedy  and  certain, 
and  punishment  inflicted  immediately,  it  would  do  more  to  check  this 
trade  than  can  possibly  be  accomplished  under  the  present  arrange- 
ments. 

I  believe  it  is  admitted,  by  every  man  who  knows  anything  of  the 
Indian  character,  that  the  use  of  spirits  stands  more  in  the  way  of  their 
civilization  than  everything  else  combined.  When  they  are  sober,  they 
are  as  reasonable,  rational,  and  as  easily  influenced  to  do  what  is  right, 
as  any  other  people ;  but  they  all  seem  to  have  a  strong  appetite  for 
spirits,  and  will  make  great  sacrifices  to  obtain  it,  and  once  under  its 
influence,  their  reason  is  gone;  they  will  no  longer  listen  to  the  counsels 
of  their  friends,  and  are  ready  for  any  acts  of  brutality  and  crime  that  a 
savage  nature  can  invent.  1  believe  there  has  been  no  time  since  the 
.setriement  of  America  when  a  more  general  and  lively  interest  was  felt 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  than  at  the  present.  The  Indian  depart- 
ment of  our  government,  the  missionaries  and  honorable  traders  who 
reside  among  them,  and  indeed  all  good  men  everywhere,  manifest  a 
deep  solicitude  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  that  unfortunate 
race  of  men.  The  question  is  being  asked  daily,  "  What  shall  be  done 
to  civilize,  christianize,  and  elevate  them  to  the  standard  of  the  white 
man  ?"  Without  attempting  to  investigate  in  all  of  its  bearings  a  sub- 
ject that  appeals  so  strongly  to  the  statesman,  the  philanthropist,  and 
the  Christian,  I  would  say,  save  them  first  from  the  use  of  intoxicating 
drinks,  and  you  thereby  place  them  in  a  position  to  profit  by  any  other 
means  that  may  be  found  necessary  to  accomplish  that  ^reat  end. 

The  Omahas  succeeded  this  season  in  raising  a  sufliciency  of  com 
lo  last  them  through  the  winter ;  and  by  a  prudeht  use  of  the  five  thou- 
sand dollars  that  is  due  them  from  the  general  government,  they  may, 
to  a  great  extent,  be  saved  from  suffering  during  the  winter  and  spring, 
and  by  a  judicious  application  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  of  that  fund  lo 
agriculttiral  purposes  next  year,  their  condition  may  be  greatly  im- 
proved. 

The  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  a  confederated  tribe  that  own  the  coun- 
try on  the  west  side  of  the  Missouri  river  and  extending  from  the  Great 
Nebraska  to  the  Little  Nemahaw,  have  been  reduced,  by  a  combinadoo 
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of  circumstances  over  which  they  have  no  control,  to  a  state  of  poverty 
and  suffering,  that  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  whose  painful  duty 
it  is  to  be  among  them  and  witness  it-  And  I  regret  to  say  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  or  its  agents,  are  justly  censurable  for 
a  course  of  conduct  towards  these  Indians  that  has  had  much  to  do  in 
reducing  them  to  their  present  state  of  beggary-  These  Indians  have 
been  induced,  of  late  years,  to  rely  less  upon  hunting  and  more  upon 
the  products  of  the  soil  for  a  support.  With  that  object  in  view,  they 
concluded  a  treaty  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  1833,  with  the  United 
States,  for  the  sale  of  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  country  lying  to  the 
south  of  the  Little  Nemahaw,  and  westwardly  to  their  western  bound- 
ary- By  that  treaty  the  United  States  was  bound  to  pay  them  $600 
a  year  for  ten  years,  from  the  15th  of  July,  1840,  in  "instruments  for 
agricultural  purposes,"  "to  erect  a  horsemill  for  grinding  corn,"  and 
to  "provide  two  farmers  to  reside  in  the  nation  to  instruct  and  assist  said 
tribe  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  longer  if  the  President  thinks  proper." 
They  confidently  relied  upon  a  faithfiil  fulfilment  of  all  these  provi- 
sions ;  and  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  if  they  had  not  been 
disappointed  in  their  just  expectations,  their  condition  would  have  been 
greatly  improved,  and  many  of  them  saved  from  the  dreadful  necessity 
of  choosing  between  a  death  by  starvation  or  stealing.  It  is  true  some 
efforts  have  been  made  by  government  to  comply  with  its  treaty  stipu- 
lations, and  considerable  amounts  of  money  expended  for  that  purpose ; 
and  it  is  also  true  that  some  of  their  imprudent  young  men  were,  upon 
one  occasion,  guUty  of  an  offence  that  hindered  those  efforts,  and  in- 
creased the  difficulty  in  procuring  the  services  of  competent  persons 
"to  instruct  and  assist  said  tribe;"  but  aU  these  facts  together  do  not 
present  a  sufficient  excuse  for  suffering  the  hopes  of  the  well-disposed 
to  be  disappointed,  and  poverty  and  wretchedness  brought  upon  this 
poor  remnant  of  these  once  inaependent  and  powerful  tribes.  They 
have  never  received  the  $500  a  year  for  ten  years  in  disbursements 
for  agriculture-  No  mill  has  been  erected  for  grinding  com,  nor  have 
they  received  any  profits  firom  the  misdirected  efforts  that  have  been 
made  to  "instruct  and  assist"  them  in  farming.  If  they  could  now  re- 
ceive an  equivalent  in  money  for  these  several  items,  it  would  amount 
in  the  whole  to  some  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  would,  at 
least,  afford  them  temporary  relief.  • 

It  is  now  impossible  for  them  to  make  a  subsistence  by  hunting,  for 
all  the  game  upon  their  own  land  has  been  driven  off*  or  killed  by  the 
large  number  of  emigrants  that  are  passing  through  their  country  every 
spring  for  Utah,  California,  and  Oregon.  If  they  attempt  to  hunt  the 
buffalo,  which  abounds  upon  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Pawnees  for  that 
purpose,  they  are  pursued  by  the  Sioux  and  Cheyennes,  and  their  pro- 
perty stolen,  and  frequently  numbers  of  them  murdered,  as  has  been  the 
case  for  the  last  two  years.  Or  if  they  attempt  to  cross  the  Missouri 
river  to  kill  game,  they  sometimes  fare  just  as  badly  as  they  do  among 
the  Sioux  and  Cheyennes.  As  an  evidence  of  this  statement,  in  May 
last  a  small  company  of  Ottoes  was  ascertained  to  be  upon  the  east 
side  of  the  Missouri  nver,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Nebraska.  They  were 
waylaid  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Clark,  and  a  number  of  his  asso- 
ciates, and  a  cold-blooded  and  unprovoked  murder  was  committed  upon 
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the  persons  of  two  young  Indians;  a  third  one  was  shot  through  thd 
body,  and  left  upon  the  ground  supposed  to  be  dead,  and  an  attempt 
was  made  to  murder  all  the  balance  of  the  company,  but  fortunately 
for  the  poor,  suficring  Indians,  they  escaped  by  flight.  Surrounded  by 
such  circumstances,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  subsist  longer 
by  hunting.  Last  spring  they  attempted,  by  their  own  hands,  to  raise 
a  crop  of  corn  upon  the  farm  provided  for  them  by  the  United  States 
government,  to  fulfil  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  concluded  the  15lh  of 
October,  1S36;  but  the  overflow  of  the  river,  in  the  month  of  July,  swept 
off*  and  destroyed  the  whole  of  their  crops  of  com,  pumpkins,  and  other 
things. 

Owing  to  these  and  many  other  causes  that  are  known  to  exist,  but 
which  I  have  not  time  nor  space  to  enumerate  in  this  report,  so  press- 
ing has  become  their  necessities,  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  dis- 
pose of  everything  in  their  possession  that  could  be  exchanged  for  some- 
thing to  sustain  life — ^their  guns,  horses,  and  even  the  robes  used  for 
bedding — ^untU  they  have  nothing  more  to  dispose  of.  They  have  also 
appealed  to  the  humanity  of  the  white  men  living  in  their  countrv,  to 
traders,  mechanics,  and  government  employes ;  and  all,  I  believe,  have 
given,  given,  given,  until,  in  justice  to  their  own  families,  they  are  un- 
able to  give  more.  From  what  has  been  said,  you  can  form  some  idea 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  Ottoes  and  Missouri  Indians,  and,  unless 
something  is  done  for  them  by  the  government,  I  can  see  no  way  for 
them  to  escape  extermination. 

The  Pawnees,  like  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  are  very  poor  and 
needy.  Within  the  last  three  or  four  years  the  number  has  been  re- 
duced at  least  fifty  per  cent.,  principally  by  sickness  and  murders  com- 
mitted upon  them  by  the  Sioux,  Cheyennes,  and  other  murderous  bands 
that  rove  about  the  plains  for  that  purpose.  They  now  receive  no  an- 
nuity from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  are  altogether  de- 
pendent upon  hunting  and  begging  of  emigrants  for  subsistence.  By  a 
treaty  made  with  the  United  States,  October  9, 1833,  they  disposed  of 
all  their  land  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  Nebraska  river,  and  agreed 
to  locate  themselves  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  to  the  west  of 
the  Loup  fork.  This  a  large  number  of  them  did,  and,  aided  by  our 
government,  they  were  soon  provided  with  comfortable  houses,  good 
l*arn»,  mechanic  shops,  and  a  school-house,  and  were  upon  the  whole 
in  a  prosperous  condition.  But  the  murderers  and  plunderers  soon 
came.  The  Sioux  came  upon  them  in  great  numbers,  and  succeeded 
in  killing  many  of  the  Pawnees,  burned  their  houses,  destroyed  or  car- 
ried off' all  their  horses,  mules,  and  other  stock,  drove  off*  their  teachers 
and  blacksmiths,  and  those  that  survived  were  compelled  to  retreat  to 
the  south  side  of  Nebraska,  some  upon  the  land  of  the  Ottoes,  and  others 
to  their  old  villages.  In  consequence  of  this  ruinous  defeat,  and  the 
retreat  of  the  Indians  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  the  government  has 
continued  to  withhold  all  annuities  due  them  for  their  land,  which  was 
to  them  an  unexpected  thing ;  and  when  added  to  the  overwhelming 
misfortunes  that  came  upon  them  at  the  same  time,  it  crushed  the  en- 
ergy of  the  poor  but  noble-hearted  Pawnees,  and  reduced  them  to  the 
condition  in  which  you  now  find  them — ^the  poor,  dejected  beggar,  but 
as  true  to  his  treaty  obligations  as  the  noblest  of  the  civilized  race.     I 
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find,  by  a  careful  examination  of  such  evidence  as  I  am  able  to  pro- 
cure, that  their  account  with  our  government  shows  a  considerable  bal- 
ance due  them.  By  the  fourth  article  of  said  treaty  the  United  States 
agreed  **  to  pay  to  each  of  said  four  bands,  for  five  years,  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  in  agricultural  implements ;  to  be  continued  longer 
if  the  President  thinks  proper/'  Under  this  provision  a  considerable 
amount  of  implements  were  bought  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
farmers  employed  by  government.  A  number  of  these  implements  were 
afterwards  taken  by  some  Mormons  moving  to  Salt  Lake,  to  satisfy  a 
debt,  as  they  stated,  that  the  United  States  owed  them  for  services ; 
the  remainder  of  the  ploughs,  harness,  wagons,  and  other  implements, 
were  taken  possession  of  by  their  agent,  Major  J.  E.  Barrow,  and  sold 
at  public  auction  in  the  town  of  Kanesville.  These  facts  can  all  be  es- 
tablished by  the  best  of  evidence  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  do  so. 
From  this  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  $10,000  agreed 
for  under  that  article  of  the  treaty  remains  unpaid,  and  is  justly  due  the 
Indians,  unless  the  United  Slates  government  is  willing  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  misfortunes,  and  plead  these  misfortunes  as  an  excuse  for 
non-payment. 

Article  fifth  of  the  same  treaty  provides  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  shall  "  allow  one  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  ten  years, 
for  schools  to  be  established  for  the  benefit  of  said  four  bands."  Under 
this  article,  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Alace,  a  highly  respectable  gentle- 
man that  managed  the  school,  that  there  is  over  three  tnousand  dollars 
still  due  fi^om  that  source. 

The  seventh  article  provides  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  sh^  "  deliver  to  said  farmers,  for  the  benefit  of  said  nation,  one 
thousand  dollars'  value  in  oxen  and  other  stock ;  but  said  stock  is  not 
to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  said  Pawnees  until  the  President  thinks 
the  same  can  be  done  with  propriety."  Some  of  this  stock  was  bought 
and  placed  into  the  hands  of  the  farmers,  and  what  survived  of  it  was 
also  sold  by  their  agent,  but  never  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Pawnees, 
as  the  treaty  requires,  and  is  therefore  still  due  them. 

By  the  eighth  article  the  "  United  States  agree  to  erect  for  each  of  said 
four  bands  a  horse-mill  for  grinding  com!^     Neither  of  these  mills  has 
ever  been  built,  and  of  course  the  value  of  them  is  still  due,  which  is 
not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars  each,  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 

These  several  sums  taken  together  amount  to  about  twenty-two 
thousand  dollars  that  is  yet  due  them ;  and  if  a  fair  rate  of  interest 
should  be  allowed  for  the  time  the  payments  have  been  withheld,  they 
should  now  receive  at  least  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

These  Indians  have  suffered  perhaps  more  than  any  single  tribe  by 
emigration.  All  of  the  roads  on  the  north  side  of  Nebraska  river  pass 
through  their  country,  and  on  the  south  of  that  river  pass  through  their 
hunting  ground,  and  more  of  thtur  wood,  water,  and  grass  are  consumed 
and  more  game  run  off,  than  there  is  from  the  bands  of  any  other  na- 
tion, and  yet  they  receive  no  compensation ;  whilst  others,  that  suffer 
much  less  in  that  way,  are  liberally  compensated.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, if  the  government  is  disposed  to  be  liberal  towards  the  Indi- 
ans, the  condition  of  the  Pawnees  appeals  more  loudly  to  that  liberality 
than  that  of  any  other  tribe.     If  it  is  disposed  to  deal  magnanimously 
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with  them,  the  Pawnees  may  with  as  much  justice  appeal  to  that  mag- 
nanimity as  any  tribe  within  our  territorial  Umits. 

As  a  general  remark,  applicable  to  all  the  Indians  within  the  bounds 
of  this  agency,  they  are  anxious  to  make  some  change  in  their  situation. 
The  most  of  them  would  prefer  selling  the  most  of  their  lands,  and  re- 
serving small  lots  to  the  heads  of  families.  They  think  by  such  an 
arrangement  they  would  procure  enough  means  to  set  them  up  as  white 
men  are ;  have  something  upon  which  they  can  rely  with  more  certainty 
for  a  support  than  they  now  nave,  and  at  the  same  time,  by  being  brought 
more  into  conttut  with  the  whites,  they  may  make  more  progress  in  the 
arts  of  civilization. 

There  is  but  one  missionary  establishment  within  the  bounds  of  this 
agency,  and  at  that  is  kept  the  only  school  for  educating  the  children 
of  the  Indians.  It  is  situated  on  a  large  and  beautiful  plateau,  which 
is  elevated  about  one  hundred  feet  above  the  Missouri  bottom,  and  com- 
mands a  fine  view  of  that  stream  firom  the  confluence  of  the  Nebraska, 
some  ten  miles  below,  to  Bluff  city,  which  is  about  the  same  distance 
above.  The  buildings  and  farm  are  well  arranged  for  the  purposes 
intended,  and,  upon  the  whole,  present  a  very  imposing  and  delightful 
appearance.  It  is  at  present  under  the  government  of  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Hamilton,  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  I  think  promises  to  do  much 
good,  considering  the  many  disadvantages  it  has  to  encounter.  Mr. 
Hamilton'is  admirably  well  suited  for  the  place  he  holds ;  presenting, 
under  all  circumstances,  a  strictly  christian  deportment ;  humane  and 
kind-hearted  in  his  intercourse,  and  eminently  qualified  to  discharge  the 
many  arduous  duties  that  devolve  upon  him.  His  example  cannot  fail 
to  exercise  a  salutary  influence  over  the  Indians.  I  would  ijespectfiilly 
refer  you  to  his  report  for  further  particulars  concerning  the  institution. 

Be  pleased  to  excuse  me  for  the  delay  in  making  this  report.  It  was 
causea  by  long-protracted  illness,  which  disqualified  me  for  all  business 
until  the  last  few  days,  and  I  am  now  only  able  to  write. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  M.  GATEWOOD, 

Indian  AgenU 

Col.  A.  Gumming, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  42. 


Ottob  and  Omaha  Mission, 

October  21,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  At  vour  request  I  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of 
the  mission  and  school : 

As  the  two  tribes  for  which  the  mission  is  named  spend  much  of 
their  time  on  the  hunt,  no  opportunity  for  direct  missionary  labor  among 
them,  during  the  period,  is  afforded.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Otioes 
have  their  village  on  the  other  side  of  the  Platte  river,  on  which  there 
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are  no  facilities  for  crossing.  Occasionally  they  visit  the  mission,  which 
afibrds  brief  opportunities  for  missionary  efforts. 

The  school  numbers  at  present  42  scholars,  besides  a  young  man 
and  young  woman  (the  latter  once  in  the  school)  laboring  for  us,  and 
under  our  care  and  religious  instruction. 

The  children  are  from  the  following  different  tribes : 

Pawnees 15  (16) 

Omahas 10 

Sioux 6 

Blackfeet 4 

Ottoe  s : 3(4) 

Puncas .* 3 

Total 42  (44) 

Boys 26  (27) 

Girls. 16(17) 

Reading  and  writing 18  (19) 

Geography 12 

Soelling 10  (11) 

Elementary 14 

Half-bloods 24  (26) 

viz:  Boys 16(17) 

Girls 8(  9) 

A  little  over  one-half  the  above  number  have  been  received  since  the 
first  of  May  last. 

Most  of  those  reading  commit  portions  of  the  catechism,  hymns,  &c., 
to  memory. 

They  attend  Sabbath  school  in  the  morning,  when,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  duties  and  exercises  of  Sabbath  schools,  they  are  instructed  to- 
gether in  some  christian  duty  or  doctrine ;  and  the  exercises  of  Sabbath 
evening  are  conducted  with  special  reference  to  the  benefit  of  the  chil- 
dren.    They  likewise  attend  preaching  on  Sabbath  afternoon. 

While  thus  endeavoring  to  improve  the  mind  and  heart,  we  are  not 
forgetful  of  their  physical  condition,  and  instruct  them  in  the  various 
kinds  of  work  about  the  house  and  farm — much  of  the  work  on  the  farm, 
as  well  as  in  the  house,  being  performed  by  them,  or  with  their  assist- 
ance. While  it  is  true  that,  when  left  to  themselves,  they  are  often 
slow,  and  do  not  manifest  as  much  interest  as  we  would  like  to  see,  it 
is  encouraging  to  find  them  frequently  perform,  and  with  no  little  skill, 
the  more  difficult  kinds  of  work. 

We  have  raised  this  season  about  two  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes, 
besides  other  vegetables,  and  about  thirty  acres  of  corn  ;  near  twenty 
acres  of  wheat  have  also  been  put  in. 

The  Ottoes  express  a  strong  desire  to  have  a  mission  and  school 
among  themselves  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Platte  river;  and  it  a 
treaty  should  be  made  with  them,  and  part  of  their  country  purchased, 
one  of  the  best  things  government  coula  do  for  them  would  be  to  make 
ample  and  permanent  provision  in  some  way  for  the  education  of  the 
children  ;  and  this  thing  not  left  wholly  to  the  darkened  and  selfish  minds 
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of  the  ch  -^fs  and  braves,  rendered  more  unfit  to  act  often  by  the  foreign 
influence  tbat  is  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  But  I  will  not,  at  present, 
enlarge  upon  this  subject. 

Praying  that  you  may  be  sustained  and  cheered  in  your  responsible 
duties, 

1  remain  yours,  sincerely, 

WM.  HAMILTON. 

Major  Gatbwood. 


No.  43. 


Upper  Missouri  Agency, 

Fort  Pierre^  September  20,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  regulations  of  the  department,  I  present  the 
following  as  my  annual  report  and  condition  of  the  Indians  within  this 
agency : 

In  making  this  report  I  am  compelled  to  make  it  more  lengthy  than 
I  would  desire,  owing  to  ihe  many  tribes  under  my  charge,  and  the 
fact  of  their  difiering  so  materially  in  their  manners,  habits,  and  cus- 
toms. On  my  arrival  in  this  agency  I  found  I  had  many  serious  obsta- 
cles and  difficulties  to  encounter,  as  very  great  excitement  existed 
amongst  the  various  tribes  with  regard  to  receiving  their  annuity  pres- 
ents, guaranteed  to  them  under  the  treaty  made  with  them  at  Fort  Lar- 
amie, in  September,  1851.  Most  of  the  chiefs  were  for  receiving  them 
at  once,  but  were  deterred  by  the  younger  chiefs  and  braves,  who  had 
been  excited  against  the  wnites  by  some  worthless  renegade  white 
men  and  half-breeds  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  them  that  the  olyect 
of  the  government  in  making  the  presents  was  with  a  view,  ultimately, 
of  forcing  them  from  their  country ;  which,  by  the  bye,  of  all  other 
countries  I  have  yet  ever  seen,  is  least  desirable,  save  the  game  with 
which  many  portions  of  it  abound  so  plentifully.  But,  through  the  aid 
of  the  American  Fur  Company  and  intelligent  interpreters,  I  have  been 
enabled  to  place  the  matter  before  them  in  a  light  >^ich  has  produced 
universal  satisfaction  and  good  feeling. 

The  most  that  appears  to  disturb  them,  and  that  which  they  speak 
more  frequently  about  than  anything  else,  is  the  great  loss  of  so  many 
of  their  friends  and  relatives  by  the  distressing  ravages  made  by  the 
introduction  amongst  them  of  the  smallpox,  measles,  and  cholera, 
which  they  attribute  solely  to  the  emigrants  passing  through  their  coun- 
try, and  which  they  much  fear  will  continue  to  pass,  bringing  again 
the  same  diseases.  The  utmost  good  feeling  and  friendship  appears  to 
exist  amongst  all  of  the  principal  men  of  the  different  tribes ;  and  in 
all  the  councils  I  have  held  with  them  they  express  the  hope  that  there 
may  be  a  continuation* 

Many  of  these  tribes,  who  have  been  warring  against  each  otlier  for 
years,  and  with  whom  the  utmost  hostility  existed,  have  been  at  pi'ace 
since  the  treaty  of  Laramie.  Since  that  Ume  peace  and  quietness  have 
pervaded  the  nation.     They  visit  each  other ;  smoke  the  pipe  ol  pc*ace, 
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^ving  and  receiving  presents  one  from  another,  and  express  the  pleas- 
inghope  that  the  tomahawk  is  now  buried,  and  that  forever. 

That  portion  of  the  Sioux  tribe  that  inhabit  the  region  of  country 
commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Sioux  river,  extending  some  two  hun- 
dred miles  above  this  point,  (Fort  Pierre,)  and  who  receive  their  pres- 
eats  at  this  place,  number  as  follows : 

BruUe  band,  160  lodges,  occupying  the  country  from  the  mouth 
at  South-fork  White  river,  south,  down  to  L'eau  qui  Cour,  say  100 
miles  from  its  mouth,  thence  to  its  head  waters  ;  takmg  all  the  country 
lying  between  North-fork  White  river  and  L'eau  qui  Cour. 

Yancton  band,  375  lodges,  from  the  mouth  of  White  lliver  up  to  Fort 
Pierre,  both  east  and  west  of  the  Missouri,  say  125  miles  in  length, 
and  as  far  east  as  James  river,  or  Cote  de  Prairie. 

"  Two  Kettle"  band,  165  lodges,  on  Teton,  or  Little  Missouri  river, 
&om  its  mouth  to  its  source,  and  north  as  far  as  the  Chayeume  river. 

Yanctonais  band,  450  lodges,  from  the  mouth  of  Little  Chayeume 
river,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missouri,  up  the  same  to  the  mouth  of 
Apple  river,  northeast  as  far  as  James  river  and  Cote  de  Prairie. 

"Blackfeet"  Sioux,  150  lodges,  and  Ouk-pa-pas,  280  lodges,  from 
the  mouth  of  Moreau  river,  as  high  up  the  Missouri  as  Cannon-ball 
river  or  Houru  river,  and  southwest  150  to  200  miles. 

Sans  Arcs  band,  160  lodges,  and  Min-ne  Con-zus,  225  lodges,  coun- 
try lying  north  of  Chayeume  river,  as  far  as  Moreau  river,  thence  south- 
west south  of  the  Black  hills,  and  as  fax  as  the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek.. 

In  all  1,955  lodges,  averaging,  as  I  suppose,  eight  to  a  lodge ;  makings 
16,640. 

Some  few  of  these  bands  are  cultivating  the  soil  to  a  limited  extent;: 
raising  com,  pumpkins,  squashes,  &c.,  and  express  earnestly  a  disposi- 
tion to  get  agricultural  implements,  that  they  may  farm  it  more  exten- 
sively. They  say,  and  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  true,  that  in  a  few 
years  ^ame  will  become  scarce ;  and  they  begin  to  see  that  it  is  from 
the  sou  they  will  have  to  derive  their  permanent  support.  These  dif- 
ferent tribes  have  shown  every  disposition  to  receive  counsel,  and  heed 
it ;  and  with  proper  management  on  the  pait  of  agents,  and  a  strict 
compliance  with  all  promises,  causes  me  to  come  to  the  conclusion, 
from  the  litrie  I  have  had  to  do  with  them,  that  in  a  few  years  a  very 
different  state  of  things  will  be  produced  from  that  which  has  hereto* 
fore  existed. 

The  region  of  country  occupied  by  these  respective  bands  is  desti- 
tute of  game ;  conseouently  these  Indians  are  and  have  been  in  a  very 
destitute  condition.  The  extreme  severity  of  the  weather,  last  winter, 
prevented  them  from  leaving  their  homes  in  quest  of  buffalo,  their 
range  being  a  long  distance  onl  Their  condition  is  not  quite  so  bad  at 
present,  there  being  an  abundance  of  wild  vegetables  and.  fruits,  upon, 
which  they  subsist  in  the  absence  of  game. 

The  ''Assinniboines"  are  a  nation  of  people  residing  on.  the  noztht 
banks  of  the  Missouri,  and  occupying  the  country  from  the  mouth  of  the- 
"Yellow  Stone"  in  a  direction  north  and  west,  including  the  head 
waters  of  the  Pembina  river,  and  extends  as  far  as  the  "White  Horse- 
Plains."  The  whole  nation  would  number  1,000  lodges ;  but  those- 
who  reside  and  carry  on  trade  in  this  agency  are  but  500  lodges,  aver- 
S3 


^54  H.  Doc.   1. 

aging  about  eight  souls  to  a  lodge,  the  rest  seldom  leaving  their  homes, 
which  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 

These  Indians  live  in  skin  lodges,  and  travel  at  all  times  where  game 
is  to  be  found.  They  have  no  stationary  place  of  abode,  and  are  very 
poor — never  keeping  any  more  than  their  immediate  and  absolate 
necessities  require  them.  They  have  been  a  bold,  warlike,  and  wild 
nation ;  but  of  latter  years,  and  since  the  treaty  at  Fort  Laramie,  in 
September,  1851,  have  become  entirely  peaceable,  and  bid  fair  to 
make  the  best  Indians  in  the  country. 

In  all  their  talks  and  dealings  they  appear  to  be  entirely  satisfied  and 
interested  in  what  their  great  father  the  President  has  done  for  them; 
and  since  the  treaty  alluded  to  no  murders,  stealing,  or  any  other  dep- 
redation has  been  committed  by  them,  either  on  the  whites  or  against 
the  neighboring  tribes;  notwithstanding,  they  are  constantly  annoj^ed  by 
the  Blackfeet,  giving  them  more  than  ordinary  cause  to  break  it,  fre- 
quently murdering  small  parties  of  them  and  stealing  their  horses.  At 
present  they  have  plenty  to  subsist  upon,  game  in  that  region  being 
very  abundant,  therefore  they  appear  to  be  contented  and  happy  ;  no- 
thing marring  their  peace  and  happiness  save  tlicir  being  so  often 
annoyed  by  their  enemies  the  Blackfeet. 

It  is,  however,  manifest  to  every  observing  and  reflecting  mind,  that 
notwithstanding  many  portions  of  this  country  abound  so  plentifully 
with  buffalo  and  the  smaller  game,  that  this  source  of  their  subsistence 
is  occupying  annually  a  smaller  portion  of  territory ;  and  the  improvi- 
dent and  reckless  course  pursued  by  the  Indians  in  destroying  them, 
must  in  a  few  years  produce  such  a  scarcity  that  distress  as  a  natural 
consequence  must  follow. 

I  have  taken  no  little  pains  to  ascertain  the  supposed  number  of 
buffnlo  annually  destroyed  in  this  agency,  and,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion, the  number  does  not  fall  very  far  snort  of  400,000.  Not  less  than 
100,000  robes  have  been  shipped  by  the  two  companies  who  are 
licensed  to  trade  amongst  the  Indians  under  my  charge.  150,000  are 
destroyed,  of  which  a  small  portion  of  their  flesh  is  consumed ;  they  are 
•killed  for  their  hides,  to  make  lodges,  which  they  are  compelled  to 
make  very  secure  to  protect  them  from  the  extreme  severity  of  the 
weather  during  the  winter.  Numbers  of  these  lodges  are  disposed  of 
''to  the  traders  for  securing  their  peltries  and  robes,  when  traded,  from 
exposure  to  inclement  weather ;  numbers  freeze  and  starve  to  death  in 
snow-banks,  which  for  months  are  found  in  drifts  from  five  to  ten  feet 
in  depth,  and  numbers  are  drowned  in  crossing  and  re-crossing  the 
Missouri  river,  owing  to  the  large  numbers  in  crossing  crowding  on 
each  other. 

The  Crow  Indians  inhabit  the  country  on  the  waters  of  the  Yellow 
Stone  river.  In  September,  1851,  when  they  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  the  government,  they  numbered  400  lodges ;  but  since  that  time, 
in  the  fall  and  winter  of  the  same  year,  the  number  of  their  lodges  was 
reduced  30  by  a  visitation  of  the  smallpox  amongst  them,  which  proved 
most  fatal,  killing  some  400  in  a  short  time.  This  disease,  as  I  learn, 
was  first  introduced  by  the  California  emigrants  among  the  Snake  In- 
dians, thence  among  the  Crows,  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Powder 
river,  where  they  resided  at  that  time. 
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These  Indians,  like  most  of  the  tribes  under  my  charge,  never  have 
cultivated  one  foot  of  soil,  and  never  will,  I  am  satisfied,  until  forced  to 
it  through  necessity.  They  subsist  exclusively  upon  buffalo,  deer,  elk, 
and  antelope,  with  which,  thus  far,  their  country  abounds  most  plenti- 

folly. 

The  principal  object  of  these  Indians  is  the  accumulation  of  horses, 
wliich  they  prize  very  highly,  being  so  essentially  necessary  to  their 
convenience  and  comfort ;  therefore,  in  order  to  obtain  them,  they  sac- 
rifice everything,  even  life ;  consequently  they  possess  large  numbers — 
an  average  of  twenty  to  a  lodge.  They  are  like  the  balance  of  the 
prairie  tribes,  possessing  a  plurality  of  wives,  from  two  to  five,  always 
having  one  favorite ;  the  dnidgery  of  the  lodge  and  other  labor  is  per- 
formed equally  among  the  balance. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  could  not  see  them.  I  learned,  before  I 
arrived  at  Fort  Union,  that  they  had  been  there  waiting  several  days 
for  the  arrival  of  the  steamboat ;  but  despairing  of  her  coming,  and 
getting  short  of  provisions,  they  had  to  leave.  As  soon  as  I  was  placed 
m  possession  of  this  information,  I  despatched  two  men,  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  their  country  and  range,  on  two  good  horses,  for  the 
purpose  of  overtaking  them  and  getting  them  to  return.  These  men 
returned  after  an  absence  of  seven  days,  reporting  that  they  could 
neither  see  nor  hear  anything  of  them. 

They,  on  leaving  Fort  Union,  strenuously  contended  that  their  "gieat 
father"  should  deliver  them  their  presents  in  their  own  country,  which 
is  some  four  hundred  miles  from  Fort  Union,  and  which  can  be  con- 
veyed to  them  by  water.  They  are  apprehensive,  in  passing  to  and 
from  their  country  to  Fort  Union,  they  might  fall  in  with  the  Blackfeet, 
who  they  wish  to  avoid. 

The  Arick-a-nees,  Gros-ventres,  and  Mandans,  cultivate  the  soil  to 
a  limited  extent,  raising  corn,  beans,  pumpkins,  squashes,  &c.,  &c%; 
but  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  their  efforts  this  season  will  be  entirely  un- 
availing, owing  to  the  unparalleled  ravages  of  the  grasshopper.  In  many 
places  through  this  entire  region  they  have  consumed  every  vestige 
of  vegetation ;  in  many  places  not  leaving  for  acres  a  spire  of  grass. 
Their  surplus  crops  of  former  years  they  would  barter  with  their 
traders  and  neighboring  Indians. 

These  several  tribes  have  suffered  distressingly  firom  cholera  by 
being  permanently  located  in  dirt  lodges — ^are  more  exposed  to  that 
disease  than  the  roving  prairie  tribes  ;  and  you  cannot  remove  the  im- 
pression from  amongst  them  but  that  the  diseases— <^holera,  smallpox, 
and  measles — were  first  introduced  among  them  by  the  whites  passii^g 
through  their  country. 

From  these  tribes  having  permanently  located  themselves,  and  show- 
ing a  disposition  to  cultivate  the  soil  and  improve  their  heretofore  de- 
graded situation,  I  have  strong  hopes  of  their  making  themselves 
comfortable  and  happy;  more  efficiently  to  accomplish  this  object, 
I  would  suggest  to  the  government,  in  its  benevolent  and  humane 
feelings  towards  its  red  children,  that  a  portion  of  their  presents  be  in 
agricultural  implements,  and  the  balance  in  provisions. 

These  tribes  are  a  pleasing  and  friendly  race  of  people,  of  whom  it  is 
proverbial  amongst  all  white  people  who  have  ever  visited  their  country 
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that  their  treatment  to  them  has  always  been  kind  and  friendly  ;  they 
have  always  received  ihem,  on  the  prairie  and  in  their  villages,  with 
marked  hospitality.  They  are  very  graceful  and  dignified  in  their 
appearance,  not  very  tall;  but  quick,  pleasing  manners.  There  is  one 
thing  about  the  Mandans  that  struck  me  most  forcibly — ^ihe  diversity 
in  the  color  of  their  hair,  of  a  hght  silvery  gray,  others  fight  and  sandy, 
and  in  fact  of  all  colors  (except  red)  that  are  found  among  whites. 
Many  of  tliem,  who  are  full  blooded,  have  beautiful  white  complexions, 
different  from  any  other  Indians  I  have  ever  seen.    Many  of  them  take 

Seat  pains  with  their  hair  ;  they  suffer  it  to  grow  to  a  length  that  it 
ags  on  the  ground.    One  I  had  the  curiosity  to  measure,  and  it  was 
six  feet  in  length,  and  exceedingly  heavy. 

These  three  tribes,  as  nearly  as  I  could  ascertain,  number  about 
2,250  souls. 

The  Blackfeet  have  the  reputation  of  being  a  large  and  powerful  na- 
tion, and  are  a  terror  to  all  the  tribes  in  this  agency,  save  the  Sioux. 
Their  number  has  been  largely  exaggerated.  From  the  very  best 
information  that  I  can  derive  from  intelligent  men  who  have  resided 
amongst  them  for  years,  I  learn  that  there  are  three  different  bands, 
numbering  about  alike,  and  all  speak  the  same  language.  The  entire 
number  of  their  lodges  do  not  exceed  1,200,  averaging  nine  souls  to 
a  lodge.  The  Gros-ventres  of  the  prairie,  and  who  are  caBed  and  known 
as  the  ''Falls  Indians,"  inhabit  the  same  country  as  the  Blackfeet,  and 
number  420  lodges,  averaging  the  same  number  to  a  lodge  as  the  Black- 
feet. The  only  difference  between  them  and  the  Blackfeet  is  their 
language,  whicn  is  altogether  diflferent — ^the  Gros-ventres  speaking  the 
same  language  as  the  .Arrapahoes,  who  reside  on  the  Arkansas. 

The  Blackfeet  are  a  wild,  roving,  reckless  people,  committing  mur- 
der and  stealing  everything  that  falls  in  their  way.  They  inhsu>it  an 
extensive  country,  Ijring  between  the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri  and 
the  waters  of  the  Hudson  bay ;  extending  their  war  expeditions  as  far 
south  as  the  river  Platte,  and  in  former  years  as  far  as  the  valley  of 
the  Great  Salt  Lake.  They  are  friendly  with  none  of  the  adjoining 
tribes,  but  at  war  with  the  whole.  On  their  war  expeditions  nothing 
escapes  them;  they  murder  and  steal,  as  I  before  observed,  everything 
falling  in  their  path. 

They,  like  the  balance  of  the  prairie  tribes,  never  pretend  to  cultivate 
the  soil,  but  live  altogether  by  the  chase  of  the  buffiilo ;  of  which  animal, 
as  well  as  elk,  deer,  and  antelope,  numerous  quantities  are  to  be  found 
in  their  country  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but  generally  more  abundant 
in  the  winter  season. 

They  possess  a  large  number  of  horses,  many  of  which  they  raise 
themselves,  but  a  much  larger  quantity  are  stolen  from  their  enemies. 
Each  individual's  wealth  is  estimated  by  the  number  of  horses  he  has 
in  his  possession.  These  animals  being  so  essentially  necessary  Sx 
their  convenience  and  comfort,  for  the  accumulation  of  which  (like  many 
white  men  for  money)  they  will  go  to  any  length.  There  are  but  few 
of  these  Indians  that  have  less  than  two  wives ;  the  common  number 
is  four,  and  many  have  ten.  At  times  many  Jealousies  exist  among 
them.  They  are  generally  employed  about  the  drudgeries  of  the  lodge, 
(save  one  who  is  more  highly  mvored  than  the  others,)  performing  we 
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hardest  labor,  more  so  than  is  required  from  our  slaves  by  the  hardest 
of  masters. 

The  language  of  the  Blackfeet  has  no  similarity  to  any  Indian  lan- 
guage in  this  country.  The  Blackfeet  nor  Gros-ventres  have  never 
entered,  as  is  well  known,  into  any  treaty  with  the  government.  Some 
several  years  ago  they  made  a  friendly  treaty  with  Messrs.  P.  Chouteau, 
jr.,  &  Co.,  to  carry  on  trade  with  them  near  the  falls  of  the  Missouri 

The  larger  portion  of  the  Blackfeet  nation  is  composed  of  women ; 
the  result  of  this  has  been  caused  by  so  many  of  their  young  men 
having  been  cut  off  by  their  enemies  in  their  war  expeditions.  By  way 
of  showing  how  bold,  daring,  fearless,  and  reckless  the  Blackfeet  are, 
five  young  men,  neither  one  of  whom  exceeded  22  years  of  age,  passed 
unceremoniously  through  the  heart  of  their  enemies'  country,  walked 
into  Fort  Union,  and  seated  themselves,  manifesting  as  much  ease  and 
independence  as  though  they  were  under  their  own  roof.  I  witnessed 
this  to  my  very  great  astonishment.  They  were  treated  kindly  by 
their  enemies,  who  appeared  not  in  the  least  disposed  to  harm  them. 

I  look  upon  it  as  ail-important,  and  truly  desirable  for  the  peace, 
happiness,  and  prosperity  of  the  different  tribes  under  my  charge,  that 
a  treaty,  similar  to  the  one  made  at  Fort  Laramie,  be  made  with  the 
Blackfeet  and  Gros-ventres,  or  Falls  Indians,  as  they  are  termed.  This, 
I  have  no  doubt,  could  be  efiected  without  difficulty  or  much  expense. 
To  effect  this,  I  would  suggest  that  some  of  their  principal  men,  not 
exceeding  twenty  in  number,  be  taken  on  to  the  seat  of  government, 
where  they  in  part  would  be  enabled  to  see  the  strength  and  resources 
of  our  government,  and  where  they  could  see  and  speak  to  their  great 
father,  the  President,  as  they  express  a  great  wish  to  do  so. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  an  effort  will  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  effect  this  truly  desirable  object,  for  on  that  depends  the 
future  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Sioux  and  all  other  tribes  under  my 
charge.  Presents  given  to  them  annually  to  the  amount  of  six  or  seven 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  way  of  provisions,  powder,  and  guns,  would 
effect  that  which  is  so  truly  desiraole  to  all  the  tribes  under  my  charge, 
and  who  are  parties  to  the  treaty  at  Laramie.  In  all  the  councils 
which  I  have  held  with  these  Indians,  they  express  regrets  that  they  had 
not  been  made  parties  to  the  Laramie  treaty.  I  have  invariably  told 
them  not  to  despond;  that  I  felt  no  doubt  that  their  wishes  would  in  a 
short  time  be  consummated.  They  state  that  until  this  is  acccomplished 
there  will  continue  to  be  depredations  and  murders  unavoidably.  They 
say  that  they  want  peace,  but  the  Blackfeet  will  continue  to  annoy 
them,  unless  the  government  intercedes  and  prevents  it,  by  making  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  them.  They  say  they  have  no  wish  to  violate 
any  one  provision  of  the  treaty  they  have  entered  into  with  the  govern- 
ment ;  but  constantly  annoved  as  they  are  by  the  Blackfeet,  they  are 
compelled  to  act  on  the  defensive,  as  instinct  teaches  that  self-preserva- 
tion is  the  first  law  of  nature. 

The  principal  men  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  under  my  charge, 
whom  1  have  distributed  presents  amongst,  have  made  an  earnest  ap- 
peal to  me  to  request  their  great  father  to  send  them  their  presents  m 
liiture  in  provisions,  ammunition,  tobacco,  guns,  and  some  agricultu- 
ral implements,  (ploughs,  hoes,  and  large  axes ;)  the  only  dry-goods  they 
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require  is  white  domestics  and  bed-ticking,  large  quantities  of  which 
are  used  by  their  squaws  and  children. 

The  reason  they  urge  for  this  request  is,  that  their  numbers  are  so 
large  that  they  cannot  make  distribution  of  dry-goods  without  producing 
dissatisfaction,  whereas  no  difficulty  could  arise  in  the  division  of  the 
above  articles.  Another  reason  they  give  is,  that  their  traders  in  the 
country  can  supply  them  with  the  few  dry-goods  they  require,  in  ex- 
change for  their  robes,  peltries,  &c.,  which  they  could  not  otherwise 
dispose  of  to  advantage.  I  do  hope  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of  the  de- 
partment to  sanction  their  request,  being  satisfied  it  will  give  more 
general  satisfaction  and  result  in  more  general  good. 

Four  bands  of  the  Sioux  tribe  of  Indians  who  left  for  the  plains  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  the  boat  with  their  presents,  in  quest  of  game, 
have  not  yet  returned.  I  expect  them  daily.  So  soon  as  they  return 
I  will  distribute  their  presents  among  them. 

The  different  tribes  whom  I  have  distributed  presents  amongst,  after 
explaining  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  May,  1852,  to 
the  7ih  article  of  their  treaty,  assented  without  hesitation. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  state,  that  while  I  was  on  the  eve  of  closing  this 
report,  information  reached  me,  from  a  reliable  source,  that  a  party  of 
the  Sioux  tribe  of  Indians,  known  as  the  Yanctonais,  fell  in  with  a 
small  party  of  the  Crow  Indians,  consisting  of  four  lodges,  numbering 
some  thirty-five  men,  women,  and  children,  and  exterminated  the 
whole  of  them.  I  learn  that  this  small  party  of  Crows  left  their  homes 
on  a  visit  to  their  relations,  not  apprehending  the  slightest  danger  fi'om 
their  neighboring  tribes,  since  the  consummation  of  the  treaty.  These 
Yanctonais  have  not  been  in  yet  to  receive  their  presents.  I  have  but 
little  doubt,  could  I  have  seen  them,  and  explained  to  them  fully  all  the 
provisions  of  their  treaty,  and  the  consequences  which  would  result 
from  a  violation,  that  this  unfortunate  occurrence  would  not  have  taken 

Elace.  I  learn  they  will  return  to  their  village,  which  is  some  two 
undred  miles  from  this,  in  a  few  days.  As  soon  as  I  hear  of  their 
arrival  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  visiting  them,  with  a  view  of  learning 
more  fullv  all  the  particulars. 

I  will  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  state,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
very  dependent  position  your  agent  is  at  present  occupying,  and  the 
many  serious  disadvantages  which  he  has  to  labor  under  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties,  constrains  him  to  ask  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  for  erecting  an  agency  building.  An  agent,  to  occupy  a  hich 
and  influential  position  in  the  estimation  of  the  Indians,  as  well  as  the 
whites  in  the  country,  should  be  placed  in  an  entire  independent  situa- 
tion ;  and  in  a  country  like  this,  with  various  tribes  of  Indians,  many 
of  which  are  not  civilized,  with  a  large  number  of  reckless,  renegade 
while  men,  composing  many  nations,  and  constantly  travelling  from 
one  Indian  village  to  another,  poisoning  and  corrupting  the  minds  of  the 
Indians,  should  have,  in  addition  to  an  agency  building,  some  fifteen 
dragoons,  well  armed,  always  at  his  command,  to  enable  him  rigidly 
to  enforce  the  Intercourse  law ;  otherwise  an  agent  has  much  trouble, 
without  being  enabled  to  effect  much.  In  case  of  difficulty,  situated 
as  your  agent  is  at  present,  he  would  be  powerless ;  the  nearest  post 
at  present  where  he  could  obtain  help  being  not  short  of  360  niiles. 
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.  I  must  say,  in  justice  to  the  American  Fur  Company  since  my  ar- 
rival in  this  agency,  that  they  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  make  me 
comfortable,  and  have  shown  every  disposition  to  aid  me  in  my  official 
duties  w^hen  required. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  remind  the  department  of  the  inadequacy  of 
the  amount  allowed  for  the  pay  of  interpreters  in  this  agency* 
There  are  so  many  different  tribes  of  Indians,  speaking  different  lan- 
guages, that  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  procure  the  services  of  reUable  and 
competent  interpreters,  unless  they  are  paid  liberallvt  Without  reliable 
and  competent  ones  much  difficulty  and  confusion  is  often  the  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  D.  VAUGHN, 

Indian  Agent. 

Col.  AiiFRED  Gumming, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  St*  Louisf  Mo* 


No.  44. 


Saint  Loms,  Missouri, 

November  19,  1853.    . 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of 
May  6,  1853,  designating  me  as  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  Gomanches,  Kiowas  and  other  tribes 
of  the  Arkansas,  and  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Indians  within  my  agency, 
parties  to  the  "treaty  of  Lai'amie,"  to  the  amendment  made  thereto  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  to  procure  transportation  for  the 
articles  designed  for  those  tribes,  I  at  once  proceeded  to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  specified,  and  would  now  respectfully  submit  the  follow^ 
ing  report : 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  which  were  made  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  at  Washington  to  insure  their  early  arrival  at  this 

C)int,  the  goods  intended  for  the  prairie  and  mountain  tribes  were  de- 
yed,  long  after  the  time  at  which  I  was  notified  they  would  be  in  Saint 
Jjouis,  by  low  water  in  the  various  rivers.  As  no  contracts  for  trans 
portation  could  be  properly  made  upon  the  western  fi-ontier  until  their 
safety  was  ascertainea  and  their  delivery  certain,  I  was  precluded  by 
that  delay  from  soliciting  public  bids  for  their  carriage  to  the  several 
places  of  distribution,  and  forced  to  make  the  best  arrangement  the 
emergency  admitted  of.  The  distances  were  very  far,  the  season  very 
much  advanced,  and  the  amount  of  transportation  required  very  large, 
inconsequence  of  the  increased  proportion  of  ammunition  and  provisions. 
It  was  known,  too,  that  at  Kanzas  the  facilities  for  making  contracts  of 
this  nature  were  very  uncertain,  owing  to  the  departure  of  the  traderSi 
and  the  immense  herds  of  cattle  which,  during  the  spring,  have  been 
driven  off"  to  Galifornia  from  that  vicinity.  Moreover,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  jeopardizing  the  success  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness, that  no  further  detentions  should  be  encountered,  and  the  utmost 
possible  despatch  insured.  Under  these  circumstances,  most  fortu- 
nately, 3.  responsible  person  was  found,  who  had  the  requisite  wagons . 
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and  teams  at  hand,  and  who  entered  into  bonds  and  contracted  for  the 
carriage  from  Kanzas,  at  the  same  price  which  it  had  cost  the  govern- 
ment during  the  two  last  years.  The  result  was  equally  fortunate. 
The  goods,  provisions  and  ammunition  were  delivered  at  the  appointed 
times  and  places  safely  and  in  good  condition,  and  were  retained  in  se- 
cure custody  till  my  arrival  at  the  respective  points. 

After  completing  the  foregoing  preparations,  and  after  seeing  every 
thin^  assorted  and  the  trains  started  on  their  several  routes,  I  proceeded 
to  visit  the  wild  tribes  of  Indians  ranging  south  of  the  Arkansas  river, 
leaving  Kanzas,  Mo.,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1853.  Previous  to  my  de- 
parture, however,  messengers  were  despatched  to  notify  them  of  the 
wishes  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  form  treaties  with 
them,  and  requesting  an  interview  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Atkin- 
son, through  the  aid  and  assistance  of  Brevet  Major  Chilton,  who  wafi 
in  command  of  that  post  at  the  time  the  messages  were  received  by  the 
different  tribes  contemplated,  and  were  complied  with.  Upon  reaching 
that  place,  I  found  the  greater  part  of  the  Comanche  and  Kiowa  na 
tions  already  assembled  a  short  distance  above  the  fort,  and  also  alargp 
number  of  the  Apaches  near  by.  Others  were  daily  arriving ;  and  after 
waiting  some  time,  in  order  that  hunting  and  war  parties  mi^ht  return 
to  the  villages,  the  customary  preliminaries  for  holoing  council  with  the 
Indians  were  arranged.  At  first,  almost  insurmountable  difficulties  pre- 
sented  themselves,  in  the  distant  and  suspicious  bearing  of  the  chiefs, 
and  the  utter  impossibility  of  obtaining  any  interpreters  who  under- 
stood their  intricate  languages.  But  little  intercourse  had  ever  existed 
between  them  and  the  white  race,  and  that  usually  of  the  most  unfriendly 
character.  Whenever  and  wherever  a  meeting  had  occurred  upon  the 
vast  plains  they  inhabit,  it  had  been  one  not  of  traffic,  but  of  plunder 
and  bloodshed,  or  else  of  defeat  and  animosity.  At  that  time,  too,  they 
were  congregated  on  the  extreme  border  of  their  territory ;  they  vrem 
ignorant  of  the  proposals  to  be  made  to  them,  suffering  firom  a  scarcity 
of  game,  and  consequently  impatient,  watchful,  jealous,  reserved  and 
haughty.  There  were  no  trappers  or  traders  amongst  them  who  could 
facilitate  an  interview ;  no  one  who  could  speak  a  syllable  of  the  English 
tongue ;  none  present  in  whom  mutual  confidence  could  be  reposed ;  and 
the  *'sign  language,"  that  common  to  all  the  wild  tribes  of  the  west, 
while  it  might  answer  the  purposes  of  barter,  could  not  be  rehed  upon 
in  matters  of  so  much  importance  and  delicacy.  Thus,  although  no- 
thing could  exceed  the  correctness  of  their  behavior  at  the  moment,  yet 
nothing  was  more  uncertain  than  their  intention  and  action  in  the  end. 
At  last,  however,  by  inducing  one  or  two  of  the  head  chiefs  to  bring 
forward  some  of  their  Mexican  prisoners  in  whom  they  could  place  re- 
liance, and  through  the  medium  of  the  Spanish,  a  channel  of  communi- 
cation was  opened,  and,  by  often  repeating  the  interpretations  through 
different  persons,  was  in  some  degree  perfected.  An  Arrapahoe  brave 
was  also  found  who  had  been  a  resident  amongst  the  Comanches,  and 
by  him  the  same  repetitions  were  likewise  maoe  to  them  and  by  them 
to  the  Apaches  ana  Kiowas.  The  substance  of  what  was  said  was 
a^ain  further  impressed  by  means  of  signs,  as  before  alluded  to;  and  in 
this  manner  a  lull  understanding  of  what  transpired  was  finally  arrived 
at  on  both  sides.    It  was  only  necessary  to  reverse  this  process  to  be 
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eambled  perfectly  to  comprehend  the  remarks  and  wishes  and  feelings 
dfthe  Indians  themselves;  and  this  in  itself  afibrded  the  best  guarantee 
that  no  misinterpretation  had  occurred.  Their  replies  were  intelligent, 
imd  often  contained  forcible  remonstrances  against  propositions  wnich 
had  been  submitted  to  them.  The  council  lasted  for  several  days ;  and 
fldfter  a  most  protracted  negotiation,  and  not  without  some  hesitation  on 
the  part  of  one  or  two  of  the  more  southern  bands  of  the  Comanches,  a 
treaty  was  at  length  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the  three 
tribes  before  mentioned,  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit. 

The  latitude  of  my  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
in  regard  to  provisions  to  be  incorporated  into  tnis  treaty,  was  a  source 
of  continual  embarrassment.  The  few  leading  features  suggested 
were  easily  attained;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  many  very 
important  and  needful  stipulations  which  might  give  rise  to  distrust, 
and  interrupt  friendly  intercourse,  yet  which  were  so  necessary  that  it 
would  have  been  highly  improper  to  have  omitted  them.  The  mere 
acknowledgment  of  a  right  of  way  through  their  country  was  readily 
conceded,  because  it  had  been  long  enjoyed;  but  upon  the  subjects  of 
military  posts,  and  reservations  of  land,  and  hostilities  against  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  they  were  found  to  be  far  more  tenacious.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  the  views  of  the  government  have  been  sub- 
stantially carried  out,  and  that  the  treaty  will  be  found  to  contain  every 
provision  which  was  contemplated,  so  far  as  could  be  gathered,  either 
firom  the  letter  or  from  the  general  tenor  of  my  instructions.  It  em- 
braces covenants  on  the  part  of  the  Comanches,  Kiowas,  and  Apaches, 
to  cultivate  and  maintam  peace  amongst  themselves,  and  towi^rd  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  passing  through  or  rjsidmg 
amongst  them.  It  recognises  and  acknowledges  the  right  of  the  govern- 
ment to  lay  off  roads  and  highways  of  every  description ,  to  make 
reservations  of  land  adjacent  thereto ;  to  locate  depots  for  railway  pur- 
poses; to  establish  military  and  other  posts,  and  to  prescribe  all  rules 
and  regulations  necessary  to  protect  the  right  of  persons  and  property 
in  their  respective  territories.  It  further  obligates  the  three  tribes  to 
make  restitution  or  satisfaction  for  any  injuries  done  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States ;  to  abstain  from  all  hostilities  whatsoever  against  the 
provinces  of  Mexico;  to  restore  all  captives  that  may  hereafter  be 
taken  therefrom ;  to  make  ample  remuneration  for  any  trespasses  here- 
after committed  upon  the  same,  unless  done  in  self-defence;  and  to 
deliver  up  to  the  officers  of  justice  all  offenders  against  the  laws  of  the 
land.  On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  consideration  of  a  strict 
Gompliance  with  the  foregoing  agreements,  there  is  guaranteed  to  the 
three  tribes,  collectively,  an  annual  payment  of  $18,000  for  the  period 
diten  years,  subject  to  an  extension  ofjive  years  longer,  if  it  shall  appear 
advisable  to  the  President.  The  treaty  further  provides  the  manner, 
time,  and  place  of  the  delivery  of  the  annuity,  the  right  of  the  govern- 
ment to  withhold  the  same  in  cases  of  any  infraction  of  its  articles  and 
the  obligation  of  the  government  to  protect  them  in  all  their  just  rights 
and  privileges. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  enlarge  upon  the  most  of  the  foregoing 
stipulations  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  tribes,  inasmuch  as  their  propriety 
end.  advantage  must  be  apparent  upon  a  bare  perusal.    Those,  how* 
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ever,  which  relate  to  the  location  o(  posts  and  army  depots^  and  to  teserw(P^ 
tians,  while  they  were  not  conceded  without  some  reluctance,  may  be 
worthy  of  some  remark.  There  is  a  decided  aversion  among  all  the 
wild  tribes  of  Indians  to  the  establishment  of  military  settlements  in 
their  midst.  They  consider  that  they  destroy  timber,  drive  off  the 
game,  inteniipt  their  ranges,  excitp  hostile  feelings,  and  but  too 
frequently  afford  a  rendezvous  for  worthless  and  trifling  characters. 
Their  efficacy,  too,  for  insuring  the  security  of  the  country,  is  perhaps 
overrated,  as  at  present  existing,  although  under  the  command  of 
excellent  and  efficient  officers,  who  are  always  zealous  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties;  yet  so  small  is  the  force  usually  at  tneir 
disposal,  that  they  maintain  their  own  position  in  the  country  more  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  Indians  than  from  any  ability  to  cope  with  the 
numbers  that  surround  them.  Instead  of  serving  to  intimidate  the  red 
man,  they  rather  create  a  beUef  in  the  feebleness  of  the  white  man. 
In  fact,  it  must  be  at  once  apparent  that  a  skeleton  company  of  infantry 
or  dragoons  can  add  but  little  to  the  security  of  five  hmidred  miles 
square  of  territory ;  nor  can  the  great  highways  to  Utah  and  New 
Mexico  be  properly  protected  by  a  wandering  squadron  that  paradea 
them  once  a  year.  Lideed,  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years  would 
show,  that  white  emigrants  who  refied  on  such  defences  have  often 
lost  their  lives,  those  who  were  more  vigilant,  and  trusted  lo  their  own 
arms  for  safety,  have  only  lost  their  animals.  But  although  such 
military  posts  are  viewed  with  distrust,  and  irritate  the  feelings  of  the 
Indians,  and  although  of  very  doubtful  benefit  at  last,  yet,  inasmuch 
as  the  government  may  wish  to  extend  the  system,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  insist  u[)on  that  provision  of  the  treaty,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly incorporated.  Yet,  having  done  so,  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me, 
at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  reasons  stated,  to  urge  upon  the  govern- 
ment the  propriety  either  of  increasing  the  forces  at  such  places,  or 
else  of  abolisning  such  posts  altogether.  Our  relations  with  the  wild 
tribes  of  the  prairie  and  mountains  resolve  themselves  into  a  simple 
alternative.  The  policy  must  be  either  an  army  or  an  annuity.  Either 
an  inducement  must  be  offered  to  them  greater  than  the  gains  of 
plunder,  or  a  force  must  be  at  hand  able  to  restrain  and  check  their 
depredations.     Any  compromise  between  the  two  systems  will  be  only 

E reductive  of  mischief,  and  liable  to  all  the  miseries  of  failure.  It  will 
eget  confidence,  without  providing  safety;  it  will  neither  create  fear, 
nor  satisfy  avarice;  and,  adding  nothing  to  the  protection  of  trade  and 
emigration,  will  add  everything  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  same  objections  which  operate,  to  a  greater  or  less  degreei 
against  military  locations,  also  induced  them  to  oppose  the  reservations 
of  lands  by  the  United  States  for  depots  and  roads;  but,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  at  no  distant  day  the  whole  country  over  which  diose  Indians 
now  roam  must  be  peopled  by  another  and  more  enterprising  race,  and 
also  of  the  consideration  that  the  channels  of  commerce  between  the 
east  and  the  west  will  eventually,  in  part  at  least,  pass  through  their 
country,  it  was  regarded  as  incumbent  to  provide,  as  far  as  practicable, 
for  any  action  the  government  might  see  proper  to  take  upon  that  sub- 
ject.   Already  the  idea  of  a  great  central  route  to  the  Pacific  by  rail* 
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Way  has  become  deeply  impressed  upon  the  public  mind ;  and  while 
many  courses  are  contemplated,  two  of  them  at  least  are  designated  as 
passing  through  this  section  of  country.  Should  the  results  of  explora- 
tions now  in  progress  determine  it  thus,  the  acknowledgment  contained 
in  this  clause  of  the  treaty  may  be  found  of  inestimable  value.  It  will 
afford  all  the  concession  necessary  for  locations,  pre-emptions,  reserva- 
tions, and  settlements,  and  avoid,  besides,  the  enhanced  costs  of 
secondary  treaties  with  these  tribes.  Moreover,  it  will  open  a  rich 
vein  of  wealth  in  what  is  now  a  wilderness,  and  that,  too,  without 
additional  public  burden.  In  this  aspect,  therefore,  these  concessions 
cannot  but  be  regarded  as  extremely  fortunate. 

The  chief  diflSculty  which  occurred  in  negotiating  the  present  treaty 
was  not,  however,  presented  in  the  article  embracing  the  foregoing 
points,  but  in  that  which  contemplates  a  cessation  of  all  hostilities 
against  the  neighboring  provinces  of  Mexico,  and  the  restoration  of 
prisoners  hereafter  captured.  For  a  long  period  these  tribes  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  replenishing  their  caballads  of  horses  from  the  rich  val- 
leys and  pasture  lands  which  border  upon  the  Rio  Grande.  Yearly 
iticursions  have  been  made  by  them  far  into  the  interior  of  Chihuahua 
and  Durango,  and  they  but  seldom  return  without  having  acquired 
much  plunder,  as  well  as  many  captives,  from  the  defenceless  inhabi- 
tants of  that  country.  The  name  of  the  "Comanche"  and  "Apache" 
has  become  a  by- word  of  terror  even  in  the  villages  and  beneath  the 
city  walls  of  those  fertile  provinces.  The  consequences  of  these  expe- 
ditions are  twofold,  for  while  they  serve  to  sharpen  the  appetite  for 
pillage  and  rapine,  they  also  tend  to  keep  up  the  numbers  of  the 
tribe.  The  large  herds  driven  off  produce  the  former  result,  and  the 
prisoners  captured  contribute  to  the  latter.  The  males  thus  taken  are 
most  commonly  adopted  into  the  tribe,  and  soon  become  the  most  ex- 
pert leaders  of  war  parties,  and  the  most  accomplished  of  marauders* 
The  females  are  chosen  as  wives,  and  share  the  duties  and  pleasures 
of  the  lodge.  In  fact,  so  intermmgled  amongst  these  tribes  nave  the 
most  of  the  Mexican  captives  become,  that  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to 
distinguish  them.  They  sit  in  council  with  them,  hunt  with  them,  go 
to  war  with  them,  and  partake  of  their  perils  and  their  profits,  and  but 
few  have  any  desire  to  leave  them.  IJpon  this  account  the  chiefs  of 
the  nations  refused  positively  and  distinctly  to  entertain  any  proposals, 
or  make  any  treaties,  having  in  view  the  delivery  up  of  those  cap- 
tives now  dwelling  amongst  them.  They  stated  very  briefly  that  they 
had  become  a  part  of  the  tribe ;  that  they  were  indentified  with  them 
in  all  their  modes  of  life;  that  they  were  the  husbands  of  their  daughters 
and  the  mothers  of  their  children,  and  they  would  never  consent  to  a 
separation;  nor  could  any  persuation  or  inducement  move  them  to  abate 
this  position.  All  that  could  be  accomplished  was  to  make  a  provision 
for  the  future.  Nevertheless,  it  is  trusted  that  the  covenants  contained 
in  the  fifth  article  of  this  treaty,  pledging  them  to  abstain  hereaiter  from 
all  incursions  and  inroads  upon  the  States  of  Mexico,  will  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  government,  and  answer  the  ends  aimed  at.  And  as 
tnis  provision  was  not  consented  to  by  them  without  much  deliberation^ 
so  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  honestly  carried  out,  at  least,  if  any  true 
inference  can  be  drawn  firom  their  subsequent  conduct.     They  at  once 
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manifested  a  zeal  to  fulfil  it  in  the  spirit  and  lelter  of  the  article.  Nb 
sooner  was  the  agreement  decided  upon  than  runners  were  sent  off  tD 
the  south  to  recall  all  the  war  parties  that  had  recently  started  in  that  di- 
rection. Application  was  made  also  by  both  the  Kiowas  and  Coman- 
dbes  for  letters  of  safe  conduct  for  one  or  two  of  their  chiefs,  who  do- 
parted  at  once,  and  alone,  for  the  neighboring  States  of  Mexico,  in  order 
to  confirm  friendly  relations  there,  and  to  give  assurance  to  the  authori- 
ties of  Coahuila,  Chihuahua,  and  New  Mexico,  that  they  were  no 
longer  enemies.  These  facts  give  great  weight  to  the  conviction  that 
they  were  sincere  in  their  professions;  and  that  thus  the  obligations  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  under  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  with  the  republic  of  Mexico,  will  be  carried  out,  so  far  as  is  at 
present  practicable.  Further  than  this  nothing  could  be  done,  and 
nothing  but  a  war  of  extermination  will  ever  accomplish;  and  that* 
while  it  would  be  opposed  to  all  dictates  of  humanity,  would  also,  in 
regions  where  footsteps  leave  no  trace,  and  where  no  fixed  habitations 
afford  an  object  of  attack,  prove  to  be  an  utter  impossibility. 

So  far  as  concerns  the  engagements  made  upon  tne  part  of  the  United 
States,  it  will  be  perceived  that  they  are  sucn  only  as  naturally  flow 
firom  relations  of  peace  with  those  under  their  jurisdiction,  and  firom  tte 
precedents  heriofore  set  in  similar  treaties.  Being  instructed  to  nego- 
tiate upon  the  basis  of  an  annual  payment  in  goods  and  provisions,  in 
return  for  the  rights  and  privileges  conceded,  it  has  been  my  endeavor 
to  reduce  the  amount  as  low  as  a  sense  of  justice  would  authorize,  and 
to  conform  the  time  of  duration  to  that  indicated  by  the  amendment 
made  by  the  United  States  Senate  to  the  treaty  of  Laramie.  Upon 
this  subject  it  may  be  well  to  remark,  also,  that  the  annuity  of  $18,000 
guaranteed  to  the  Comanches,  Kiowas,  and  Apaches,  collectively,  is 
only  about  one-third  of  the  sum  provided  for  like  purposes  by  the  treaty 
concluded  with  the  Sioux,  Cheyennes,  Crows,  and  other  tribes  of  the 
north ;  whereas  the  extent  of  the  country  occupied  by  the  former  is 
nearly  if  not  quite  equal  to  that  claimed  by  the  latter.  This  sum,  too, 
while  it  is  by  no  means  extravagant,  will,  if  judiciously  expended,  be 
amply  suflScient  to  supply  their  wants  ot  those  things  which  they  have 
not  in  abundance  amongst  them.  The  distribution  of  a  similar  amount^ 
which  was  taken  out  by  me  this  year  as  "treaty  presents,"  fully  sati»- 
fied  their  desires,  And  in  the  future,  should  it  even  tend  to  create  de- 
sires which  they  do  not  now  feel,  it  will  only  be  the  means  of  pro- 
moting trade  between  them  and  our  own  citizens,  and  thus  introduoe 
the  first  elements  of  civilization  amongst  them.  When,  therefore,  an 
attentive  consideration  is  paid  to  the  many  benefits  resulting  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  influences  likely  to  be  exerted 
npon  the  Indians  themselves,  from  the  stipulations  of  this  treaty,  it  is 
thought  with  confidence  that  the  annuity  mentioned  will  neither  be  r^ 
garded  as  too  large  in  amount  or  as  unprofitably  directed.  The  tribes 
with  whom  it  has  been  concluded  have  ever  been  looked  upon  as  tha 
most  formidable  of  all  those  who  inhabit  the  interior  of  the  continent, 
and  the  damage  often  done  in  a  single  season  to  the  traders  of  Santa 
F6  would  more  than  equal  the  payment  contemplated.  If  it  shall  be 
the  means  of  remedying  this  grievance  alone,  a  fi^reat  good  will  have  r^ 
tfnlted;  more  than  an  equivalent  have  been  obtamed.    And  that  it  wiU 
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do  so  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  as  well  from  the  numbers  who 
assented  as  from  the  disposition  manifested  by  them,  both  then  and 
since.  Of  those  present  at  the  treaty  the  most  numerous  were  the  Co- 
manches,  and  next  in  force  the  Kiowas.  Of  the  former,  the  "Yampek- 
recks,"  the  "Cootsentickeras,"  and  the  "Hoese,"  three  of  the  largest 
bands  of  the  nation,  were  there  en  masscj  together  with  delegations 
from  some  of  those  more  remote  from  the  lines  of  travel.  All  the  prin- 
capal  chiefs  of  the  Kiowas  became  parties  to  the  compact,  and  pledged 
themselves  individually  to  enforce  its  fulfilment  by  their  braves  and 
young  men.  In  reference  to  the  Apaches,  it  is  proper  to  state  that 
they  are  a  lar^e  fragment  who  have  separated  from  that  portion  of  their 
tribe  residing  m  New  Mexico,  and  must  not  be  confounded  with  them. 
Still,  they  form  an  extensive  and  warlike  band.  They  range  upon  the 
waters  of  the  Canadian,  in  the  same  great  plains  that  are  inhabited  by 
the  Comanches,  and  often  join  them  in  committing  depredations. 

These  were  represented  in  full,  and  gave  every  token  of  sincerity 
in  their  dealings,  and  an  intention  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  it  embraces  all  those  Indian  tribes  south  of 
the  Arkansas  river  from  whom  anything  was  to  be  apprehended,  and 
so  far  carries  out  the  instructions  transmitted  to  me.  If  it  shall  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  President,  and  be  confirmed  and  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  1  am  persuaded  that  it  will  contribute  much  to  the  security 
of  life  and  property  in  the  far  west.  If  otherwise,  if  it  shall  prove  to 
be  objectionable,  and  a  failure  to  comply  with  its  promises  ensue,  then 
it  would  be  infinitely  better  had  the  attempt  never  been  made.  The 
foregoing  remarks,  connected  with  and  explanatory  of  the  several 
articles  which  seem  to  require  comment,  will  be  sufficient  to  place  the 
department  fully  in  possession  of  all  the  information  requisite  to  a  just 
appreciation  of  what  has  been  done  in  the  performance  of  this  portion 
of  the  duty  assigned  me.  Upon  mere  matters  of  detail  I  have  only 
one  suggestion  to  add:  it  is,  that  the  locality  designated  as  the  one  for 
distributing  future  annuities  (Beaver  creek)  will  be  found,  I  fear,  too 
difficult  of  access  to  answer  the  purpose ;  and  as  authority  is  given  to 
the  President,  by  the  9th  article,  to  choose  a  more  suitable  point,  it 
would  be  better,  and  more  convenient  for  transportation,  to  name  some 
place  on  the  Arkansas. 

Having  concluded  the  negotiations  with  the  Comanches,  Kiowas, 
and  Apaches,  and  having  delivered  to  them  the  treaty  presents  sent 
oat  for  that  purpose,  I  left  Fort  Atkinson  on  the  2d  day  of  August, 
and  proceeded  to  visit  the  Cheyennes  and  Arrapahoes,  upon  the  south 
fork  of  the  Platte  river.  FoUowinff  up  the  Arkansas  to  the  "Pueblo," 
my  course  led  through  rich  alluvial  bottom  lands,  rank  with  vegetation, 
and  skirted  heavily  with  cotton  wood,  near  the  margin  of  the  stream* 
Fine  soils  prevail  in  these  low  grounds ;  and  on  the  high  table  lands 
a  short  but  nutritious  grass  aflR)rds  excellent  grazing,  and  will  cause 
this  country  to  be,  some  day,  much  prized  for  pastoral  purposes. 
Leaving  the  Arkansas  at  the  mouth  of  the  "Fontaine  QuiboiUes,"  and 
tracing  along  the  base  of  the  mountains,;  passing  under  Pike's  peak, 
and  winding  around  the  ranges  that  skirt  in  the  south  park ;  crossing 
the  "great  divide,''  that  extends  even  to  the  Missoun,  the  descent 
trailed  down  one  of  the  many  small  streams  that  unite  and  form  the 
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South  Platte.  The  topography  of  this  region  presented  many  interest- 
ing features.  Sheltered  valleys,  mild  temperature,  large  growths  ol 
timber,  and  an  immense  water  power,  may  be  numbered  amongst  its 
advantages.  These,  together  with  an  abundance  of  small  game,  render 
it  the  favorite  resort  of  the  Indians  during  the  winter  months,  and 
enable  them  to  subsist  their  animals  in  the  severest  seasons.  Indica- 
tions of  mineral  wealth  hkewise  abound  in  the  sands  of  the  water 
courses,  and  the  gorges  and  canons  from  which  they  issue ;  and  should 
pubhc  attention  ever  be  strongly  directed  to  this  section  of  our  terri- 
tory, and  free  access  be  obtained,  the  inducements  which  it  holds  out 
will  soon  people  it  with  thousands  of  citizens,  and  cause  it  to  rise 
speedily  into  a  flourishing  mountain  State. 

Arriving  in  the  vicinity  ot  St.  Vrain's  old  fort,  a  large  portion  of 
both  the  Cheyenne  and  Arrapahoe  nations  were  found  encamped  along 
the  banks  of  the  South  Platte,  anxiously  waiting  the  distribution  of 
their  annuities  ;  but  as  it  was  necessary  that  as  many  should  be  pres- 
ent as  possible,  in  order  to  ratify  the  alterations  made  in  the  treaty  of 
Laramie  by  the  U.  S.  Senate,  before  any  issue  of  goods  took  place,  a 
detention  of  some  ten  or  twelve  days  was  incurred,  in  sending  runners 
to  bring  them  in,  and  in  gathering  intelligence  of  their  movements- 
Even  then  it  was  found  impracticable  to  collect  the  whole  of  the 
Cheyenne  tribe,  as  one  large  band  had  gone  off  in  the  direction  of  the 
Sweetwater,  and  could  not  be  expected  to  return  within  a  month. 
But  the  advancing  season  and  delays  already  encountered  forbid  the 
idea  of  remaining  such  a  length  of  time,  and  accordingly  the  proposed 
modification  of  the  treaty  of  Laramie  was  opened  to  those  assembled. 
Here  no  difficulty  of  interpretation  occurred  ;  and  after  explaimng  the 
object  and  purport  of  the  amendment,  first  to  the  chiefs  and  head- 
men, and  afterwards  to  the  two  nations  in  full  council,  it  was  readily 
assented  to  by  all.  The  signatures  of  the  chiefs  were  then  appended 
by  them,  as  [icknowledgments  to  a  "form"  of  that  amendment,  trans- 
mitled  to  me  for  the  purpose,  and  were  witnessed  in  like  manner  by 
those  present  on  the  occasion.  That  "form"  is  herewith  returned  to 
the  department.  It  was  desired  that  those  who  had  signed  as  parties 
to  the  original  treaty  should  also  join  in  consenting  to  the  present  mod- 
ification. Some  have  done  so ;  others  are  dead  ;  one  or  two  were 
absent.  The  signatures  attached,  however,  are  those  of  die  recognised 
chiefs  of  the  nations,  and  of  the  braves  of  greatest  influence  and  author- 
ity. The  delivery  of  the  goods,  provisions  and  ammunition  allotted  to 
them,  then  took  place  ;  and  the  Indians  soon  separated  on  their  respec- 
tive hunts. 

Directing  my  course  from  this  point  to  Fort  Laramie,  and  passins 
through  a  country  much  broken  in  parts,  yet  rarely  sterile,  I  reached 
there  about  the  tenth  day  of  Septemoer.  The  Sioux  had  chosen  that 
place  to  r(»ceive  their  annual  payment,  and  accordingly  I  found  them 
m  full  attendance.  Something  of  bad  feeling,  however,  was  prevalent 
amongst  them,  in  consequence  of  a  recent  difficulty  which  had  taken 
place  between  one  of  their  villages  and  the  troops  of  the  garrison.  The 
particulars  of  the  affair  have  no  doubt  been  already  reported  to  the 
proper  authority  through  another  channel,  and  it  is  needless  to  repeat 
them.     Several  Indians  were  killed  by  the  troops,  and  many  threats  of 
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retaliation  were  made  by  the  band  to  which  the  deceased  belonged ;  but 
whether  any  other  line  of  conduct  than  that  pursued  by  the  officer  in 
command  could  have  been  safely  pursued  is  very  doubtful.  Owing 
lo  the  iiTitation  under  which  the  Indians  labored  from  this  cause,  the 
council  which  was  held  to  consider  of  the  amendment  to  the  "  treaty 
of  Laramie,"  was  constantly  interrupted  by  the  story  of  their  griev- 
ances and  by  applications  for  redress.  They  stoutly  insisted  upon  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  post  from  amongst  them,  saying  that,  when 
first  placed  there,  they  were  told  it  was  for  their  protection,  "but  now 
the  soldiers  of  the  great  father  are  the  first  to  make  the  ground 
bloody."  At  length  one  or  two  of  the  headmen  went  so  far  as  to  de- 
cline having  anything  more  to  do  with  treaties ;  but  after  an  explanation 
from  Captain  R.  Garnett,  U.  S.  A.,  of  the  reasons  which  induced  his 
action,  and  the  provocation  which  had  been  given,  they  became  some- 
what pacified,  and  the  immediate  subject  of  the  council  was  resumed. 
No  further  opposition  of  a  serious  character  was  experienced,  and  their 
consent  to  tne  modifications  of  the  treaty  was  finally  given.  It  was 
acknowledged  and  signed  by  them  in  the  same  form  with  that  of  the 
Cheyennes  and  Arrapahoes,  and  duly  witnessed  by  the  officers  of  the 
pnsr.  The  supplies  which  had  been  forwarded  to  that  point  were  then 
divided  proportionably  between  the  several  bands,  and  by  them  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  lodges.  The  slight  interruption  of  friendly  feeling 
gradually  gave  way,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  a  much 
more  amicable  spirit  manifested  before  my  departure  than  at  my  ar- 
rival. During  this  interview  with  the  Sioux,  two  companies  of  rifles, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Van  Buren,  U.  S.  A.,  were  encamped 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  and,  lest  any  accidental  disorder  should  arise, 
1  requested  him  to  remain  until  the  termination  of  negotiations,  which 
request  was  courteously  complied  with.  The  Sioux,  Cheyennes,  and 
Arrapahoes,  being  the  only  tribes  of  Indians  within  my  agency  who 
were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Laramie,  and  their  assent  to  the  amend- 
ment passed  by  the  United  States  Senate  having  been  obtained,  noth- 
ing more  remained  to  be  done  in  this  respect.  Accordingly,  after  a 
short  stay  at  the  fort,  during  which  time  some  minor  matters  relating 
to  my  agency  business  chiefly  engaged  attention,  I  returned  by  the 
"way  of  Fort  Kearney  to  Kanzas,  and  thence  to  St.  Louis,  where  I  ar- 
rived on  the  9th  day  of  November,  1863. 

In  concluding  this  report,  concerning  transactions  running  through  *a 

rsriod  of  five  months,  and  involving  the  welfare  of  several  large  tribes, 
cannot  refrain  from  touching  upon  one  or  two  topics  nearly  connected 
with  the  present  condition  of  those  Indians,  and  with  the  future 
development  of  the  widely-extended  country  they  inhabit.  What  may 
be  their  destiny,  and  what  may  be  its  eventual  growth  in  power  and 
wealth,  are  problems  which  human  foresight  can  now  scarcely  solve. 
If  the  same  laws  are  to  prevail  still  which  have  up  to  this  time  operated, 
in  all  likelihood  the  former  will  be  dark,  while  the  latter,  though 
very  brilliant,  will  be  far  removed.  The  Indians  will  perish  before  the 
land  thrives.  Indeed,  examples  of  all  their  race  who  have  preceded 
them  on  the  continent,  would  point  to  a  condition  of  poverty,  of  humi- 
liation, of  extinction,  as  the  natural  result  of  the  foster  policy  of  our 
government.     The  emaciated  remains  of  great  tribes,  who  hover  in 
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parties  upon  the  borders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  are  evidences  diat 
cannot  be  ignored.  But  must  it  always  be  thus  ?  Must  the  same  sys- 
tem, which  has  resulted  so  unfortunately  heretofore,  be  pursued  re- 
morselessly to  the  end  ?  Must  the  course  of  removals  from  place  tD 
place,  and  successive  contractions  of  territory,  and  perpetual  isolatioKW 
which  has  thus  far  been  fraught  with  such  enormous  expense,  be  like- 
wise applied  to  the  nations  of  the  interior  ? 

The  single  tribe  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  have  been  three  limes  re- 
moved, and  have  cost  the  government  many  millions  of  dollars,  besides 
the  expenses  of  a  war.  The  8eminoles  present  another  instance  in 
point;  and  are  not  such  precedents  alarming,  in  their  application  to  tbB 
policy  of  the  government,  in  regard  to  the  Lidians  of  the  prairie  and 
mountain,  and  of  the  Great  Basin? 

Such  reflections  and  inq^uiries  must  force  themselves  upon  the  mind 
of  every  one  who  feels  an  mterest  in  that  country ;  and  the  latter,  while 
easy  to  be  propounded,  are  most  difficult  to  answer.  The  present,  how- 
ever, is  the  time  for  action,  if  any  action  at  all  is  to  be  taken  on  the 
subject.  With  the  tribes  south  of  the  Arkansas — ^the  Comanches, 
Kiowas,  and  Apaches — we  have  now,  for  the  first  time,  opened  an  in- 
tercourse ;  and  with  those  north  of  that  stream — ^the  Sioux,  Cheyennea, 
Crows,  and  others  of  the  Missouri — our  relations  are  of  only  two  years, 
standing,  and  have  as  yet  assumed  no  permanent  shape.  Those  still 
further  west  are  yet  beyond  the  pale  of  treaties.  Without  militating, 
therefore,  against  what  has  been  done  heretofore,  everything  may  he 
done  hereal'ter.  It  is  the  beginning  of  the  contact  between  the  red 
and  white  races  in  those  distant  regions,  although  the  effects  of  that 
contract  are  even  now  becoming  visible.  The  fact,  startling  as  it  may 
appear,  was  made  manifest  in  my  recent  visit,  that  the  Cheyennes  and 
Arrapahoes,  and  many  of  the  Sioux,  are  actually  in  a  starving  ttata* 
They  are  in  abject  want  of  food  half  the  year,  and  their  reliance  for 
that  scanty  supply,  in  the  rapid  decrease  of  the  buffalo,  is  fast  disap- 
pearing. The  travel  upon  the  roads  drives  them  off,  or  else  confines 
them  to  a  narrow  path  during  the  period  of  emifi[ration;  and  the  differ- 
ent tribes  are  forced  to  contend  with  hostile  nations  in  seeking  support 
for  their  villac^es.  Their  women  are  pinched  with  want  and  their  chil- 
dren constantly  crying  out  with  hunger.  Their  arms,  moreover,  aie 
unfitted  to  the  pursuit  of  smaller  game,  and  thus  the  lapse  of  a  few 
years  presents  only  the  prospect  of  a  gradual  famine.  Already,  under 
the  pressure  of  such  baroship,  they  are  beginning  to  gather  around  the 
few  licensed  traders  of  that  country,  acting  as  herdsmen,  runners  and 
interpreters,  Uvin^  upon  their  bounty ;  while  others  adopt  most  immoral 
methods  with  their  females  to  eke  out  an  existence.  The  same  fiuei 
too,  ultimately  awaits  the  tribes  adjacent  to  New  Mexico  and  Texas ; 
and  that  will,  in  all  probability,  be  hurried  on  with  fi*ightful  rapidity, 
owing  to  the  unsheltered  nature  of  the  county. 

These  facts  are  disagreeable  to  contemplate;  yet  the  descriptioii 
does  not  equal  the  reality.  But  when  these  facts  are  considered  in 
connection  with  the  question  of  extending  the  same  system  of  exdunam 
and  limited  ranges  over  these  Indians  which  has  prevailed  in  respect 
to  the  decayed  payments  of  tribes  on  the  border  of  the  States,  thev  be 
oome  something  more  than  disagreeable.    It  will  be  seen  that  to  leavo 
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tbem  as  they  now  are  would  be  inhumanity;  and  that  to  isolate  them 
in  small  strips  of  territory,  where  they  cannot  subsist  under  surrounding 
circumstances  upon  the  targe  lands  they  now  occupy,  would  be  only 
to  deliver  them  over  to  the  ravages  of  disease,  in  aadition  to  the  mise- 
ries of  famine.  If  penned  up  in  small  secluded  colonies  they  become 
hospital  wards  of  cholera  and  smallpox,  and  must  be  supported  al  an 
immense  annual  cost  to  the  government.  If  no  alteration  is  effected  in 
their  present  state,  the  future  has  only  starvation  in  store  for  them. 
The  former  would  insure  a  gradual  decline— the  latter  a  speedy  ex- 
tinction ;  and  if  the  question  of  their  welfare  alone  were  involved ,  the 
one  course  is  as  objectionable  as  the  other. 

In  these  remarks,  however,  I  would  not  be  understood  as  casting 
censure  upon  the  ^vernment  for  a  policy  which  has  its  foundations 
rather  in  the  traditions  of  the  Indian  bureau  than  in  any  solid  reason, 
but  only  as  directing  attention  to  the  bad  cousequences  that  must  arise 
if  longer  persisted  in. 

After  mature  reflection,  therefore,  upon  the  difficulties  which  must 
embarrass  any  lineof  policy  that  can  be  traced  out,  having  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Indians  in  view,  and  judging  from  the  experience  of  many 
years  passed  amongst  them,  I  am  constrained  to  think  that  but  one 
course  remains  which  promises  any  permanent  relief  to  them,  or  any 
lasting  benefit  to  the  country  in  which  they  dwell.  That  is  simply  to 
make  such  modifications  in  the  '*  intercourse  laws"  as  will  invite  the 
residence  of  traders  amongst  them,  and  open  the  whole  Indian  territory 
to  settlemeni*  In  this  manner  will  be  introdaced  amongst  them  those 
who  will  set  the  example  of  developing  the  resources  of  the  soil,  of 
which  the  Indians  have  not  now  the  most  distant  idea;  who  will  afford 
to  them  employment  in  pursuits  congenial  to  their  nature ;  and  who 
will  accustom  them,  imperceptibly,  to  those  modes  of  life  which  can 
alone  secure  tbem  from  the  miseries  of  penury.  Trade  is  the  only 
civilizer  of  the  Indian.  It  has  been  the  precursor  of  all  civilization 
heretofore,  and  it  will  be  of  all  hereafter.  It  teaches  the  Indian  the 
value  of  other  things  besides  the  spoils  of  the  chase,  and  offers  to  him 
other  pursuits  and  excitements  than  those  of  war.  All  obstructions  to 
its  fireedom,  therefore,  only  operate  injuriously.  The  present  '*  inter- 
course laws"  too,  so  far  as  they  are  calculated  to  protect  the  Indians 
from  the  evils  of  civilized  life — fi-om  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  and  the 
prostitution  of  morals— are  nothing  more  than  a  dead  letter;  while,  so 
uur  as  they  contribute  to  exclude  the  benefits  of  civihzation  from  amongst 
them,  they  can  be,  and  are,  strictly  enforced.  While  the  few  licensed 
traders  within  my  agency  comply  scrupulously  with  all  the  requisitions 
of  those  laws,  the  great  numbers  who  are  constantly  passing  through 
this  section  of  country,  on  their  way  to  California  and  Oregon,  pay  no 
r^ard  to  such  restrictions,  traffic  without  license,  furnish  liquor  to 
the  Indians,  and  render  all  efiforts  to  regulate  intercourse  a  mere  farce. 
Under  such  circumstances  it  seems  unwise  to  subject  these  tribes  to 
the  vices  without  introducing  the  virtues  and  advantages  we  ourselves 
enjoy*  The  effect  of  so  removing  the  barriers  that  now  oppose  the 
residence  of  our  own  citizens  amongst  them,  as  to  afibrd  the  induce- 
ments of  pre-emption  to  settlers,  would,  I  am  satisfied,  be  every  way 
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productive  of  good  to  the  Indians  themselves,  and  would,  at  the  same 
time,  yield  to  the  hands  of  industry  and  enterprise  a  large  and  valuable 
territory,  that  now  serves  only  as  a  disconnecting  wilderness  between 
the  States  of  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  slopes.  The  Indians  would  soon 
lose  their  nomadic  character,  and  forget  the  relations  of  tribes ;  and 
while  some  would  rise  to  prosperity  and  affluence,  the  larger  portion 
would,  perhaps,  assume  that  position  and  adopt  those  mcdes  of  life 
common  to  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico.  And  this, 
while  it  would  avoid  the  cruel  necessities  of  our  present  policy — ^to  wit, 
extinction — would  make  them  an  element  in  the  population  and  sharer 
in  the  prosperity  of  that  country. 

The  custom  of ''  extinguishing  the  Indian  tide,"  as  it  is  called,  has, 
in  many  instances  heretofore,  prevailed  as  a  preliminary  step  to  any 
settlement  by  the  white  man ;  out  I  confess  that  I  cannot  even  allude 
to  it  without  offering  some  reasons  which  seem  to  me  to  render  it  an 
objectionable  course.  In  the  first  place,  it  renders  necessary  that  very 
system  of  removals,  and  of  congregating  tribes  in  small  parcels  of  ter- 
ritory, that  has  eventuated  so  injuriously  upon  those  wno  have  been 
already  subjected  to  it.  It  is  the  legalized  murder  of  a  whole  nation. 
It  is  expensive,  vicious,  inhumane,  and  producing  these  consequences, 
and  these  alone.  The  custom,  being  judged  by  its  fruits,  should  not  be 
persisted  in. 

Again,  too,  and  assuredly  in  the  present  instance,  the  **  title"  is 
nothing  more  than  the  title  of  migration.     Scarcely  a  single  tribe  of 
those  before  named  now  occupies  the  territory  held  and  claimed  by  it 
fifty  years  ago.     The  Sioux  coming  from  the  north  have  driven  off  the 
Arrapahoes,  the  Cheyennes,  and  the  Pawnees ;  and  they,  in  turn,  have 
encroached  upon  more  southern  tribes.     It  is  a  moving  claim,  a  c(hi- 
stantly-shifting  location,  a  vagabond  right,  and,  at  best,  only  amount- 
ing to  the  privilege  of  occupancy^  and  not  to  that  of  exclusian.     If  it  is 
thought  proper  to  recognise  such  rights,  it  is  all  well,  and  good,  and 
just ;  but  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that  the  government  cannot  re- 
cognise, in  its  own  immediate  citizens,  the  same  common  privileges  of 
domicil  and   residence  which  it  concedes   to  wandering  nations  of 
savages.     The  like  force  of  reasoning  which  constrains  admission  of 
their  claim  to  dwell  where  they  now  are,  compels  admission  of  the 
right  of  other  subjects  of  the  United  States  to  dwell  therje  also.     No 
sense  of  wrong  interposes  against  it ;  no  feeling  of  humanity  checks 
it ;  nothing  but  the  restrictions  of  an  "  intercourse  act,"  which  has 
become  a  grievance  to  both  races,  hinders  it.     Their  migratory  process 
has  given  to  these  Indian  nations  no  title  to  exclude  others,  and  to  pre- 
vent them  from  joining  in  the  example  they  have  set ;  neither  does  the 
nature  of  their  occupancy  itself  add  any  strength  to  such  a  noticn  as 
that  of  exclusive  right.     They  wander  over  vast  tracts  in  search  of 

re,  claiming  pernaps  as  their  own  wherever  they  have  passed. 
;his  manner  they  take  their  possession;  and,  while  no  import- 
ance can  be  attached  to  their  hunting  excursions,  they  acquire  "  title" 
in  no  other  manner ;  and  it  seems  almost  an  abuse  of  language  to 
dignify  it  with  that  name,  except  in  cases  where  it  has  been  expressly 
confirmed  by  treaty  stipulations  on  that  point.  Regarding,  therefore, 
the  carelessly-received  opinion  about  the  extinguishment  of  Indian 
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title,  as  based  upon  false  ideas  of  what  that  title  is,  and  how  it  origi- 
nates, and  believing  that  the  continuance  of  such  practice  will  be  not 
less  injurious  to  the  Indians  than  dilatory  in  accomplishment,  I  cannot 
avoid  stating  candidly  the  objections  which  exist  to  its  extension. 

The  foregoing  observations  have  been  called  forth  by  the  fact  that 
opposition  might  arise  on  that  score  to  any  action  on  the  part  of  the 
government  calculated  to  induce  settlement  in  what  is  now  known  as 
the  *'  Indian  territory."  But,  even  did  objections  of  that  sort  possess 
more  force  than  they  really  do,  the  emergency  calling  for  some  such 
modification  is  so  great,  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  so  forlorn, 
the  travel  through  their  country  so  extensive,  and  the  operation  of  the 
intercourse  restrictions  so  ineffectual  for  any  good,  that  it  would  be  only 
consulting  the  weliare,  both  present  and  future,  of  the  Indians  them- 
selves to  amalgamate  them.  This  can  be  done  only  in  the  manner 
stated ;  and  this  presents  the  only  remedy  that  holds  out  any  hope  of 
permanent  relief  to  the  tribes  of  the  interior,  both  from  the  evils  of 
concentration  and  the  horrors  of  famine,  and  of  the  rapid  development 
of  the  wealth,  resources,  and  capacities  of  a  widely-extended  domain. 

These  views  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
department,  as  touching  interests  confided  to  its  keeping ;  and  if  they 
shall  cause  attention  to  be  directed  to  the  subjects  presented,  they  will 
have  answered  the  desired  end. 

In  regard  to  the  matters  reviewed  in  this  report,  I  have  to  add  that, 
if  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  tribes  of  the  Arkansas  shall  be  approved, 
the  earliest  possible  efforts  should  be  made  to  forward  the  annuities 
provided,  in  order  that  they  may  arrive  here  in  season  for  shipment, 
and  also  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  approprialing  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct agent  for  those  tribes.  The  additions  made  by  this  treaty  to  the 
duties  to  be  performed  within  my  agency  render  it  impossible  that  one 
person  can  attend  to  them  all,  and  at  the  same  time  give  that  attention 
to  each  which  the  interests  of  the  service  demands.  I  trust,  theref  ire, 
that  the  suggestion  will  be  complied  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FITZPATRICK, 
Indian  Agent  Upper  Flalte  and  Arkansas. 

A.  CuMMmo,  Esq., 

Supt.  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Louis. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Van  Bureny  Arkansas^  September  15,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  requirements  under  the  19th  paragraph 
of  Revised  Regulations  No.  3,  ana  as  required  by  the  act  of  Congress, 
June  1,  1837, 1  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  I  quali6ed  into  office  on 
the  17th  day  of  May,  1853,  and  have  witnesssed  the  installation  into 
office  of  Douglas  H.  Cooper,  agent  for  the  Choctaws,  on  the  1st  June; 
of  Bryan  H.  Smithson,  sub-agent  of  the  Seminoles,  on  the  4th  June; 
of  Andrew  J.  Dom,  Neosho  agent,  on  the  21st  June  ;  and  of  William 
H.  Garrett,  Creek  agent,  on  the  2d  July,  1853.  George  Butler,  agent 
of  the  Cherokees,  and  Andrew  J.  Smith,  agent  of  the  Chickasaws 
being  in  office  at  the  time  of  my  appointment. 


872  H.  Doc.  1. 

I  was  informed,  by  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  April  last,  that  for  the 
present  the  office  of  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs  south  would  be 
Kept  at  Van  Buren,  Arkansas.  In  the  communication  of  the  acting 
commissioner,  of  June  27,  and  by  another  from  under  your  own  hand, 
of  July  6, 1  was  informed  of  the  determination  to  remove  the  office  to 
Fort  Smith ;  and  I  was  directed  to  submit  a  plan  for  the  necessary 
buildings,  and  an  estimate  for  their  erection,  that  the  same  may  be  laid 
before  Congress  at  its  next  session,  provided  ample  accommodatioa 
cannot  be  procured  at  the  fort. 

I  was  absent  at  the  time  these  letters  were  received ;  but,  immedi- 
ately after  my  return,  I  visited  Fort  Smith,  and  called  upon  Mafor 
Holmes,  then  in  temporary  command  at  the  post,  and  learned  that  anople 
accommodations  could  be  had,  provided  authority  from  the  War  De- 

J)artment  was  first  obtained,  as  he  was  not  authorized  to  set  apart  Quarters 
or  that  or  any  other  except  military  purposes ;  all  of  which  I  nad  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  your  office  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  of  August, 
in  which  I  requested  a  conference  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
and  that  of  the  War  Department  to  that  end.  However,  in  strict  ful- 
filment of  your  order,  I  engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  J.  Naber,  an  archi- 
tect at  Fort  Smith,  to  construct  a  plan,  and  make  out  the  proper  esti- 
mates, of  a  building  that  should  not  cost  exceeding  S6,000,  which  it  was 
intended  should  accompany  this  report ;  but  the  ill-health  of  that  gen- 
tleman has  arrested  the  work.  I  still  hope,  however,  it  will  be  comple- 
ted and  forwarded  in  due  time. 

So  soon  as  I  am  apprized  that  an  order  has  issued  from  the  War  De- 
partment directing  the  officer  in  command  to  set  apart  quarters  for  me 
in  the  garrison,  I  shall  proceed  forthwith  to  that  place ;  or,  in  case 
quarters  should  be  refused,  I  shall,  at  all  events,  in  compliance  with  the 
spirit  of  your  orders,  remove  the  office  to  Fort  Smith  after  the  30th 
instant,  at  which  period  the  rent  of  the  house  now  occupied  at  this 
place  expires. 

Should  it  become  necessary,  as  I  still  think  it  best,  to  erect  a  super- 
intendency  separate  and  apart  from  the  garrison,  it  may  be  well  to 
cause  a  transfer  of  at  least  one  acre  or  more  of  the  pubhc  grounds  at- 
tached to  the  garrison  from  the  War  Department  to  tne  Indian  service, 
upon  which  to  erect  the  buildings  and  enclosures,  to  be  selected,  by 
some  one  appointed  for  that  purpose  ;  as  an  eligible  site,  if  purchased 
fi*om  individuals,  will  cost  more  money  than  the  cost  of  buildmgs. 

So  far  as  reports  have  been  received,  none  except  agent  Cooper's 
embrace  any  estimates  for  the  incoming  year.  I  have  none  to  suggest 
for  this  superintendency  outside  the  ordinary  current  expenditures,  ex- 
cept the  sum  of  $6,000  for  the  erection  of  a  superintendency  at  Fort 
Smith,  including  office  and  enclosures. 

The  item  of  $1,000  per  annum,  salary  of  clerk,  as  part  of  the  ordi- 
nary estimates,  I  do  hope  will  not  be  stricken  out,  as  it  is  very  import- 
ant that  thissuperintenaency  be  permitted  to  continue  a  clerk.  Since  I 
was  directed  to  discharge  Mr.  G.  W.  Clarke  as  clerk  of  this  office,  I 
have  been  compelled  to  exact  the  continued  services  of  my  son,  Newit 
Drew,  in  his  place. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  agent  Smith  with  great  pleasure.  The 
difficulties  existing  between  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  are  not  of 
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recent  origin,  and  are  of  that  character  which  inevitably  result  from 
a  forced  connection  of  the  weaker  with  a  stronger  party  upon  an  at- 
tempted principle  of  eauality ;  and  I  deem  it  important  to  the  future 
peace  ana  harmony  of  these  two  tribes  that  a  distinct  and  separate  or- 
ranization  be  afiiirded  to  the  Chickasaws,  and  that  their  country  be 
defined  with  precision,  separate  from  the  Choctaws.  This  I  conceive 
the  only  sure  oasis  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  insure  fu- 
ture harmony  and  satisfaction  to  both  parties. 

The  report  of  agent  Butler  of  the  Cnerokees,  with  accompanying  re- 
ports of  commissioner  and  superintendent  of  schools,  offers  more  than 
ordinary  interest.  His  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  proposed  sale  of 
the  neutral  lands  by  that  tribe,  as  a  matter  of  necessity  m  raising  means 
to  discharge  their  indebtedness,  maybe  worthy  of  consideration,  should 
the  nation  in  general  coimcil  so  desire.  I  am  not,  however,  prepared  to 
recommend  such  a  measure  previous  to  any  movement  of  tne  national 
counciL 

The  grand  council  referred  to  in  his  report,  held  in  June  last,  at  a 
point  high  up  the  north  fork  of  the  Canadian  river,  was  a  subject  of 
much  interest  here  at  the  time ;  the  period,  however,  was  too  late  in  the 
season,  as  most  of  the  wild  tribes  before  the  month  of  June  go  north 
upon  their  annual  hunt,  consequently  but  a  few  hundred  of  the  laggards 
remaining  behind  were  in  attendance. 

It  is  believed  that  much  good  may  be  accomplished  by  affording  them 
early  notice  to  meet  delegations  of  the  border  tribes,  accompanied  by 
such  agents  and  officers  of  the  government  as  may  be  designated,  to 
meet  and  cultivate  friendly  relations,  and  impress  upon  those  wild  tribes 
a  proper  sense  of  the  power  and  justice  and  wonted  liberality  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  more  particularly  to  assure  them 
of  the  certainty  of  punishment  for  every  violation  of  amicable  relations, 
whether  upon  the  persons  or  property  of  our  people  or  the  people  of 
Mexico,  whom  we  have  bound  ourselves  to  protect,  and  to  assure  them 
of  the  reasons  for  the  attitude  our  government  occupies  as  the  protector 
of  the  Mexican  people. 

In  such  a  council,  held  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  the  facili- 
ties afiS^rded  by  means  of  the  assurances  of  the  semi-civilized  Indians 
would  prove  of  immense  value  in  removing  prejudices  peculiar  to  the 
wild  savage,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  could  give  assurance  of  the 
certainty  of  our  ability  to  coerce  a  compliance  of  what  was  right,  and 
by  the  certainty  of  inflicting  punishment  prevent  the  recurrence  of  fur- 
ther outbreaks. 

The  report  of  Douglas  H.  Cooper,  agent  for  the  Choctaws,  is  referred 
to  as  presenting  a  true  state  of  the  affairs  of  that  tribe  and  his  agency. 
In  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  retaining  emigrated  Choctaws  in  the  nation, 
his  views  are  eminently  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  Department  ot 
the  Interior.  No  one  should  be  permitted  to  lead  emigrating  parties 
until  his  appointment  is  endorsed  by  a  recommendation  of  the  agent  of 
the  Choctaw  nation,  as  well  as  by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs; 
and  that  they  be  permitted,  under  no  cu-cumstances,  to  assist  or  en- 
courage the  return  of  the  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi  under  penalty 
of  immediate  dismissal  from  office  and  forfeiture  of  all  pay  for  services. 

I  concur  also  with  the  agent  in  his  suggestions  in  favor  of  the  estab- 
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lisbment  of  mechanic  arts  within  the  nation,  more  particularly  the  black- 
smith, carpenter,  and  the  millwright,  not  only  to  perform  the  present 
services  oi  the  government,  under  treaty  stipidations,  which  have  here- 
tofore been  most  egregiously  evaded,  it  is  believed,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  nation,  but  also  as  fixtures  in  the  country,  to  educate  in  the  me- 
chanic arts  the  youth  of  the  country.  The  regular  blacksmith  should 
learn  at  least  a  half  dozen  Indian  youths  a  trade;  so  by  the  carpenter 
and  millwright ;  and  these  might  be  attached  to  the  normal  school. 
The  use  of  the  axe,  the  hammer,  the  saw,  and  the  plough,  are  all  neces- 
sary alike  to  the  young  farmer.  To  make  good  mechanics  and  formers 
of  the  Choctaws  and  other  tribes,  is  as  necessary  towards  civilization  as 
the  school-house  and  its  attendants.  Each  branch  of  civilization  should 
go  hand  in  hand,  or  the  growth  will  be  tardy,  and  an  ultimate  retro- 
grade, movement,  when  the  fostering  hand  of  government  is  withdrawn, 
inevitable. 

Perhaps  no  semi-civilized  people  are  better  governed,  and  maintain 
better  order,  or  enjoy  more  of  the  elements  of  real  prosperity,  than  the 
Choctaws.  Their  government  is  one  of  their  own  choice ;  stable  in  its 
constitutional  character;  wise  in  the  arrangement  of  its  parts,  and  as  ef- 
fective in  its  working  as  that  of  the  most  civilized,  with  this  single  ex- 
ception, that  they  have  no  external  patver  to  relieve  their  people  from  the 
horde  of  vicious  persons  on  their  borders  engaged  in  that  most  infamous 
traffic,  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits.  The  time  may  not  be  far  off  when 
these  border  tribes  may  be  permitted  to  take  a  higher  position  in  the 
scale  of  political  association. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  estimates  for  the  Choctaw  service  during  the 
next  fiscal  year,  as  reported  by  the  agent,  amount  to  over  $43,000. 

The  report  of  agent  Garrett  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  the  acccmpa- 
nying  reports  of  teachers  and  superintendents  of  schools,  are  herewith 
enclosed  and  must  form  that  piirt  of  my  report  touching  the  internal 
regulations,  domestic  police,  and  scholastic  economy  of  that  tribe.  Of 
their  educational  progress,  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  my  convic- 
tion of  a  decided  improvement,  and  quite  an  amelioration  in  morals, 
among  the  rising  generation  compared  with  their  predecessors.  The 
recommendation  of  the  agent  in  regard  to  the  proposed  change  in  their 
ancient  municipal  government,  by  curtailing  the  catalogue  of  inferior 
chiefs  and  nommal  officers,  in  the  hope  that  such  change  would  result 
beneficially  to  the  masses,  by  lessening  the  payment  made  to  superiors, 
and  thereby  leaving  a  larger  amount  to  be  distributed  per  capita,  or 
otherwise,  among  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  appears  to  be  founded 
in  reason  and  justice,  and  possibly  might  give  general  satisfaction  in 
case  such  change  should  be  made  without  arbitrary  authority,  but  by 
the  suggestion  of  the  government  to  call  the  nation  together  in  council 
for  that  purpose,  leaving  the  time,  manner,  and  discrimination,  to  their 
own  vobtion. 

The  time  has  been  too  short,  since  my  connection  with  this  depart- 
ment of  the  public  service,  to  furnish  many  useful  statistics  in  reference 
to  these  interesting  people  not  heretofore  noticed.  While  it  would 
afibrd  me  pleasure,  I  doubt  not  but  a  portion  of  my  services  could  be 
engaged  usefully  to  the  government,  and  profitably  to  the  Indians,  in 
visiting  the  different  agencies,  and  attending  the  principal  coimcils  and 
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courts  of  judicature,  in  order  that  the  course  of  legal  jurisdiction,  when 
it  is  ascertained  clashes  with  that  claimed  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  reconciled,  either  by  an  alteration  of  their  local 
laws  or  by  a  proper  concession  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

This  subject  is  one  most  likely  to  produce  serious  collisions  and  con- 
sequent mischief.  For  instance,  the  general  council  of  the  Creek, 
Cherokee,  and  other  Indian  tribes,  have  provided  laws  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  within  their  limits,  and  it  is  a  fact 
notorious  that  no  people  are  more  prompt  in  putting  their  penal  laws 
into  execution.  Citizens  of  Indian  blood  alone  are  amenable  to  their 
laws ;  the  white  man  is  not  bound  by  them,  but  by  the  intercourse 
laws  passed  by  Congress.    If  this  distinction  was  recognised  and  acted 

Xn,  and  the  Indian  authorities  intrusted  with  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
criminal  cases  provided  for  by  their  own  statutes,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  commission  of  offences  by  Indians  upon  the  person  or  prop- 
erty of  white  men,  their  course  of  action  would  be  clear ;  but  the  penal- 
ties under  the  Intercourse  law,  and  most  especially  for  the  offence  of 
introducing  spirituous  liquors  into  the  Indian  territory,  giving  or  vend- 
ing the  same  by  either  an  Indian  or  white  man,  is  claimed  to  be  tried 
in  the  United  States  district  court,  and  punished  under  the  provisions 
of  the  laws  of  Congress. 

The  greatest  number  of  instances  within  the  nation  are  usually  per- 

C^trated  by  Indians,  who  have  been,  and  are  subject  to,  and  are  regu- 
rly  punished  by  the  inflictions  prescribed  by  tne  local  authorities  of 
the  various  tribes.  These,  after  receiving  due  punishment  in  the  Indian 
country,  are,  under  the  laws  of  Congress,  caught  up  by  the  United 
States  marshal,  tried  and  punished  a  second  time.  This  concurrent 
jurisdiction  operating  so  oppressively  has  engendered  the  worst  of  feel- 
ing amongst  the  Creeks,  who  are,  like  the  Choctaws  and  Cherokees, 
fully  acquainted  with  our  Constitution,  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  Bill  of  Rights ;  and  the  more  astute  never  fail  to  impart  to  the 
ignorant  and  illiterate  the  great  principles  of  human  liberty  involved 
in  these  important  State  papers,  that  proclaim  the  equality  of  man, 
which  perpetuate  the  rights  and  freedom  of  the  white  man,  when  not- 
withstanding they  are  encouraged  to  pass  and  enforce  laws  for  the 
suppression  of  offences  among  their  own  people,  that  when  they  do  so, 
it  proves  no  bar  to  further  prosecutions  under  our  laws.  They  consider 
that  a  bare  trial,  even  if  acquitted,  should,  under  our  own  maxims,  shield 
them  from  further  prosecutions. 

They  should  be  admonished  of  the  impropriety  of  taking  cognizance 
of  such  offences,  and  debarred  the  privilege  of  suppressing  the  sale  of 
ardent  spirits  within  their  limits,  or  as  I  conceive  would  be  more  pro- 
per, be  permitted  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction  among  their  respect- 
ive tribes.  The  double  punishment,  in  the  manner  I  have  indicated, 
has  aroused  a  feeling  oi*  indignation  in  the  Creek  nation  that  has  reached 
a  point  heretofore  unknown  since  their  removal  west.  The  feeling  is 
8o  intense  that  hundreds  have  banded  together,  under  the  authority  of 
subordinate  chiefs,  and  have  rescued  from  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  deputy  marshal  persons  taken  for  such  offences  ;  and  they  now 
(^enly  proclaim  their  intention  to  die  in  the  defence  of  rights  which 
they  consider  as  sacred  to  the  red  as  to  the  white  man.    The  excite- 
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ment  is  such,  that  in  two  or  three  towns  numbering  about  100  warriors 
each  it  was  deemed  unsafe  for  the  marshal  recently  appointed  to  office 
to  attempt  to  retake  these  parties,  who  were  rescued  last  June  without 
the  aid  of  the  military.  At  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Little,  U.  S.  army, 
in  command  at  Fort  Gibson,  Colonel  S.  M.  Hays,  U.  S.  marshal,  went 
into  council  with  Messrs.  Mcintosh  and  B.  Marshall,  chiefs  of  that  tribe, 
at  the  fort,  when  it  was  proposed  to  aSord  those  chiefs  an  opportunity 
to  exercise  their  influence,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  to  cause 
a  surrender  of  the  oflfenders,  which,  if  not  done  by  ttie  2Sth  instant, 
assurances  were  given  that  the  United  States  marshal  would  be  accom- 
panied by  the  military  force,  and  that  all  who  opposed  would  be  taken 
oy  the  aid  of  the  strong  arm  of  the  government. 

These  towns  are  mainly  composed  of  the  wildest  portion  of  the  tribe, 
denominated  the  hostile  Creeks;  such  as  were  brought  west  in  chains, 
and  are  usually  chained  when  taken  by  the  marshal  for  any  ofifence. 
They  have  determined  to  be  enchained  again  only  in  the  arms  of 
death. 

The  venerable  Mcintosh  has  his  misgivings  upon  the  subject  of  Us 
ability  to  exercise  any  authority  over  them  in  the  present  crisis,  as  they 
believe  they  have  been  deceived  and  otherwise  outrageously  treated 
by  the  late  marshal  and  his  deputies.  The  worst  of  consequences  are 
apprehended.  Having  but  recently  been  put  into  possession  of  the  facts, 
which  appear  unmistakable  in  their  character,  1  have  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  mterpose  whatever  of  influence  I  may  be  able  to  exercise  by  a 
communication  to  agent  Garrett,  requiring  his  immediate  presence 
among  them,  and  to  make  such  suggestions  as  I  might  feel  prudent  and 
safe  to  make  to  him,  such  as  could  be  carried  out  in  good  faith  until  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  temporarily,  and  Congress  finally,  could 
consider  a  change  by  law  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  difference.  To 
promise  that  which  could  not  be  conceded  by  the  government  would 
be  worse  than  useless ;  for  I  am  assured  by  marshal  Hays,  now  just 
returned  from  the  nation,  that  the  life  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin Marshall,  is  suspended  upon  the  present  issue  now  being  made. 
He  has  used  his  persuasions  as  well  as  authority  in  behalf  of  the  exer- 
cise of  strict  punishment  by  the  local  authorities  for  every  infraction  of 
their  laws  regarding  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  urging  it  as  their 
prerogative,  and  that  one  punishment  is  all  that  is  due  to  one  and  the 
same  offence.  Those  who  have  banded  together  say  that  if  those  who, 
having  once  suffered,  are  taken  and  punished  by  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States,  that  Colonel  Maishall's  life  shall  pay  the  forfeit. 

Several  hundred  men  have  pledged  themselves,  and  have  now 
warned  him  of  his  danger.  I  conceive  it  important  to  save  (his  good  num^s 
life;  and  as  no  power  under  heaven  can  save  him  if  they  9ie  persecutei^ 
it  is  impossible  to  convince  them  that  it  is  anything  short  of  down- 
right persecution.  Therefore  I  shall,  as  I  deem  it  my  solemn  duty, 
\  insist  upon  an  amnesty — a  truce  in  all  cases  originating  prior  to  the 

I  appointment  of  Mr.  Hays  to  the  office  of  United  States  marshal — ^until 

[  further  information  can  be  obtained  in  reference  thereto  from  the  Comr 

missioner  of  Indian  Aflfairs  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  to  tbia 
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end  will  await  the  action  of  the  proper  authorities  with  great  in- 
terest* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  respectful  and  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

THOS.  S.  DREW, 
SuperifUendefU  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon.  George  W.  MANTPSNirr, 

Commitsioner  Indian  Affairs^  City  of  Wcuhingtanj  D.  C, 


No.  46. 


U.  S.  Neosho  Indian  Agency, 

September  3,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department,  I 
submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  four 
Indian  tribes  residing  within  the  limits  of  my  agency.  I  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  my  office  on  the  1st  day  of  July  last,  and  consequently 
the  short  time  I  have  been  in  the  Indian  country  will  be  a  sufficient 
apology,  I  presume,  should  I  not  give  as  much  information  as  a  report 
of  this  kind  should  contain. 

The  three  small  tribes  of  Senecas,  Shawnees  and  Quapaws,  are 
making  some  advancements.  The  Senecas,  I  notice,  have  enclosed 
raore  land  with  fences,  and  have  broken  up  and  are  cultivating  more 
land  than  they  did  some  three  years  since ;  they  are  also  cultivating 
their  farms  better  than  they  did,  and  their  crops  look  as  if  they  would 
have  an  abundance  of  wheat,  com  and  oats,  to  carry  them  through  the 
coming  winter.  They  have  also  a  plenty  of  vegetables  for  their  own 
use,  and  I  think  they  will  have  some  for  sale ;  at  least,  several  of  the 
Senecas  will  have  both  grain  and  vegetables  for  sale.  Most  of  them 
have  a  good  number  of  cattle,  which  now  command  in  this  country  a 
^ood  price.  Several  of  them  have  good  and  comfortable  houses  to  five 
m,  and  very  good  out-buildings  attached  to  their  places. 

They  have  not  as  yet  any  schools  among  them,  and  some  of  them 
will  not  consent  to  have  schools  established  in  their  country. 

The  mixed  band  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees  reside  adjoining  the  Sen- 
ecas, and  their  land  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the-  Senecas-  This  tribe 
is  more  industrious  and  a  much  more  pleasant  people;  more  inclined 
to  imitate  the  good  examples  of  their  white  brothers  in  the  States  than 
the  Senecas,  though  many  of  them  are  opposed  to  education,  and  have 
no  schools  among  them.  Many  of  them  are  very  industrious,  and  their 
fiirms  would  compare  well  with  many  farms  in  the  old  States  of  New 
York,  Ohio,  &c.  They  will  generally  have  an  abundance  to  carry 
them  through  the  winter,  and  to  spare.  They  have  large  stocks  of 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  which  they  seldom  sell  to  any  one  else  than 
their  own  people.  Several  of  the  leading  Indians  have  good  teams  of 
working  cattle  and  wagons,  and  earn  considerable  for  their  support  by 
hauUng  goods  for  merchants  in  the  State  and  traders  in  the  Indian 
country.  Their  houses  are  mostly  built  of  logs,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
which  are  frame,  with  good  stone  chimneys. 


378  H.   Doc  1. 

The  Quapaws  are  situated  north  of  the  mixed  band  of  Senecas  and 
Shawnees,  and  adjoining  them.  They  are  a  harmless,  inoffensive  peo- 
ple, and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  indolent.  Their  head  chiefs 
**  War-to-she,"  is  a  good  man,  and  very  industrious;  has  always  a 
plenty  for  his  own  family,  and  gives  much  away  to  his  people,  who  are 

Eoor.  He  is  also  strictly  honest  in  all  his  dealings  with  all  with  whom 
e  has  business  transactions.  The  second  chief,  Joseph  Vallier,  his 
son  Samuel  Vallier,  and  a  few  others,  are  industrious,  good  men;  and 
those  whom  I  have  mentioned  use  all  their  influence  to  stimulate  their 
people  to  industry  and  honesty.  They  have  also  good  farms,  and  raise 
a  plenty  for  their  own  use,  and  give  much  away  to  their  more  indolent 
friends.  The  Quapaws  have  no  schools  in  their  own  country,  but  they 
have  made  arrangements  with  their  friends,  the  Osages,  and  with  the 
superintendent  of  the  Osage  manual  labor  school,  to  have  their  children 
attend  that  school;  and  the  United  States  government  has  transferred 
the  fund  set  apart  for  the  education  of  Quapaw  children  to  the  con- 
ductors of  the  Osage  school.  They  receive  for  every  Quapaw  scholar, 
male  and  female,  $55  per  annum ;  they  being  found  every  thing— cloth- 
ing, board,  tuition,  &c. 

The  lands  of  the  Senecas,  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  the  Quapaws, 
are  very  similar,  composed  of  woodland  and  prairie,  about  one-third 
prairie  and  the  remainder  woodland.  The  prairie  land  will  produce 
well  for  a  few  years,  but  it  is  not  generally  as  good  soil  as  the  bottom 
lands  along  the  streams.  Their  country  is  well  watered  with  fine,  clear 
running  streams,  and  good  springs  of  pure,  limpid  water.  Much  of 
their  upland  is  poor  and  rocky,  limbered  mostly  with  black  oak,  veiy 
scrubby.  The  land  along  tne  streams  is  a  rich  black  loam,  timbered 
with  black  and  white  oak,  hickory,  ash,  &c.  The  principal  productions 
are  wheat,  com,  oats,  sweet  and  Irish  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  wat^"- 
melons  and  musk-melons ;  all  of  which  grow  to  great  perfection.  The 
Great  and  Little  Osages  are  situated  northwest  of  the  Quapaws,  and 
directly  west  of  the  neutral  lands  of  the  Cherokees.  The  Osages  are 
wild  and  untamable,  that  is  those  that  are  grown,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  induce  them  to  change  their  former  habits  of  living.  They  go  twice 
a  year  out  on  the  Grand  prairie,  some  six  or  eight  hundred  miles,  in  the 
pursuit  of  buffalo,  deer,  antelope,  and  trading  with  the  wild  Indians  of 
the  noith  and  northwest.  They  usually  go  out  on  their  spring  hunt 
during  the  month  of  May,  and  return  in  the  month  of  August;  they 
then  leave  again  in  October,  and  do  not  return  till  in  the  winter.  They 
are  in  now,  after  having  a  very  poor  hunt,  the  buffalo  being  driven  far 
to  the  north  by  the  great  emigration  of  white  people  crossing  the  plains, 
destined  for  New  Mexico,  California  and  Oregon.  In  consequence  of 
their  having  but  few  robes  and  but  little  tallow  and  furs  for  sale,  and 
but  little  meat  to  eat,  they  are  very  poor,  and  want  their  annuity  now, 
before  they  go  out  on  this  fall's  hunt.  It  is  very  difficult  for  them  to 
procure  an  outfit  for  the  hunt,  as  the  traders  do  not  generally  wish  to 
credit  them,  and  could  they  have  the  money  they  could  do  much  bet- 
ter; besides,  the  little  corn  which  they  planted  last  spring,  before  they 
went  out  on  their  hunt,  has  been  destroyed  by  the  high  waters ;  hence 
their  destitute  situation  causes  them  to  flock  into  the  State,  and  they 
are  very  troublesome.    It  would  save  much  trouble  to  our  citiseas  in 
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the  State,  and  the  United  States  government  an  expense,  could  their 
annuity  money  and  goods  be  forwarded  in  time,  that  they  might  be 
paid  during  the  month  of  September  or  the  first  of  October.  They  do 
not  return  from  their  fall  hunt  till  in  the  winter,  and  then  they  are  mostly 
naked,  and  they  suffer  very  much.  If  they  have  to  wait  till  near 
spring  they  will  then  have  but  little  use  for  blankets,  and  they  will  be 
much  more  likely  to  trade  off  their  blankets  in  the  State  for  whisky 
than  they  would  in  the  fall,  for  then  they  are  anxious  to  get  their  outfit 
for  the  hunt,  and  thejr  are  off  at  once. 

I  herewith  transmit  Rev.  John  Shuenmaker's  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  Osage  manual  labor  school,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  its  ope- 
rations during  the  past  year. 

It  affords  ine  pleasure  to  state  that,  in  obedience  with  the  regulations 
oi  the  Indian  department,  I  visited  the  school  and  examined  both  de- 
partments, male  and  female,  thoroughly,  on  the  first  day  of  this  month* 
I  gave  the  teachers  no  notice  of  my  coming,  and  I  am  quite  certain  that 
there  was  no  special  preparation  made  for  the  examination.  In  the 
male  department  I  examined  the  boys  in  spelling,  reading  writing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  elocution,  in  all  of  which  branches  they 
performed  well.  In  the  female  department  I  examined  the  girls  in 
spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  geography,  in  all  of  which 
branches  the  girls  did  credit  to  themselves  and  teachers.  Their  teacher 
exhibited  specimens  of  their  sewing,  drawing,  and  painting,  which 
would  compare  well  with  many  high  schools  in  our  cities. 

The  children,  both  male  and  female,  seem  to  be  very  much  attached 
to  the  fathers  and  sisters  who  have  charge  of  them ;  and  I  think  they 
have  great  control  of  their  scholars,  considering  how  much  they  have 
to  contend  with  among  their  parents.  The  buildings  that  they  have 
are  quite  comfortable,  but  they  need  more  room,  particularly  in  the  lie- 
male  department.  The  children  are  comfortably  clad,  and  I  believe 
they  have  an  abundance  of  good  wholesome  food  to  eat.  They  have 
their  regular  hours  for  eating,  sleeping,  study,  and  recreation.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  school  is  well  conducted,  and  that 
it  IS  doing  much  good  among  these  wild  Indians. 

The  health  of  aU  the  Indians  under  my  charge,  since  I  have  been  in 
the  Indian  country,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  very  good ;  and  I  am  in- 
formed by  my  predecessor,  Dr.  W.  J.  J.  Morrow,  that  during  the  fore- 
part of  the  year  their  health  was  generally  good.  There  have  been  no 
depredations  committed  by  any  of  the  Indians  upon  other  tribes  or 
white  people,  since  the  commencement  of  my  term  of  office,  that  I  am 
aware  of.  The  Osages  live  in  lodges  covered  with  mats  made  out  of 
the  flag  that  grows  in  the  swamp  knds  of  their  prairie  country  ;  for  I 
would  merely  remark  that  their  country  is  mostly  prairie,  and  generally, 
with  the  exception  of  the  land  along  the  streams,  it  is  poor.  The  low 
lands  bordering  along  the  streams  are  subject  to  inundation  annually, 
and  hence  their  crops  are  not  certain.  The  principal  timber  along  the 
Neosho  river  and  other  streams  is  the  pecan  and  hickory.  In  conclu- 
sion I  would  just  remark,  that  the  half-breed  Osages  have  better  crops 
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this  year  than  they  usually  have,  and  I  find  they  are  inclined  to  b^ 
come  an  agricultural  people. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  J.  DORN, 
United  States  Neosho  Indian  AgenU 
Hon-  Gbo.  W.  Manypbnny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  city^  D,  C. 


No.  47. 


Osage  Manual  Labor  School, 

September  1,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment, I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the 
Osage  manual  labor  school. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  the  severe  loss  which  our  schools  and 
the  whole  Osage  nation  had  sustained  by  the  deaths  of  many  children 
who  were  carried  off  by  the  measles,  typhoid  fever,  and  other  diseases. 
During  that  year  thirteen  of  our  pupils  died,  a  few  others  left  the 
school  to  resume  their  former  Indian  customs,  and  those  that  remained, 
being  weakened  through  sickness  or  fatigue,  were  not  able  to  apply 
themselves  to  studies  and  improvement  as  well  as  was  anticipated.  At 
the  commencement  of  this  present  year  they  had  fairly  recovered,  and 
from  that  time  they  have  continued  to  enjoy  a  general  good  health. 
Om-  first  care  was  to  make  them  resume  their  former  energy  in  their 
studies,  that  they  might  indemnify  themselves  for  a  portion  of  time  lost 
during  the  preceding  year  through  sickness.  Our  next  attention  was  lo 
draw  more  children  to  our  schools.  We  have  spared  no  labor  to  pro- 
pose to  the  Osage  parent  the  inestimable  advantages  of  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  the  sweet  enjoyment  which  accompanies  an  agricultural  life ; 
but  thus  far  we  have  been  obliged  to  be  satisfied  with  a  simple  promise 
of  sending  their  children  in  the  fall  of  the  year  before  they  enter  upon 
the  hunt. 

With  regard  to  the  scholars  of  both  departments,  male  and  female, 
we  are  allowed  to  express  ourselves  to  our  own  satisfaction  and  to  the 
credit  of  the  scholars,  that  all,  without  one  solitary  exception,  are  well 
disposed  and  have  a  good  conduct.  The  Indian  character  is  grad- 
uallv  disappearing,  and,  instead  thereof,  docility,  submission,  and  indus- 
try begin  to  manifest  themselves  in  distinctive  features.  One  of  the 
causes  of  this  happy  change  is,  as  we  believe,  the  accession  of  the 
Quapaw  children  to  the  Osage  school.  Even  since  the  United  States 
government  has  transferred  the  Quapaw  school  to  the  Osage  manual 
labor  school,  we  have  remarked  a  great  progress  in  the  children  of  boui 
nations.  A  certain  kind  of  emulation  exists  among  them,  which,  as  it 
is  wisely  conducted  by  the  teachers  under  whose  immediate  superin- 
tendence thev  are  placed,  must  necessarily  produce  the  most  happy 
effects.  Of  the  Quapaw  children,  eighteen  in  number  attend  to  the  male 
department  and  nine  at  the  female  department.  Though  these  chil- 
dren have  attended  school  five  months  only,  yet  the  few  who  ar«  a 
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little  more  advanced  in  years  begin  to  read  and  speak  the  English  lan- 
guage with  ease. 

In  the  male  department  of  our  Osage  school  we  have  admitted 
during  the  last  year  thirty-nine  boys,  of  whom  thirty-four  boys  have 
been  m  constant  attendance.  The  male  department  is  conducted  by 
myself,  as  superintendent  of  the  school ;  Rev.  A.  F.  Van  Hultz,  Rev. 
P.  M.  Pontzilione,  Rev.  F.  Heiman,  and  eight  lay  brothers,  who  attend 
to  the  &rm,  gardens,  and  household  business.  The  first  class  of  this 
department  have  acquired  a  considerable  facihty  in  spelling,  reading, 
and  writing.  They  are  versed  in  the  first  rudiments  of  arithmetic,  and 
are  acquainted  with  the  general  outlines  of  geography.  Their  memo- 
ries are  generally  faithful,  as  they  show  in  their  monthly  examinations 
when  they  are  called  upon  to  recite  such  pieces  as  they  have  committed 
to  memory.  From  time\o  time  they  are  exercised  in  writing  letters, 
or  in  giving  a  brief  description  of  past  events.  As  most  all  the  boys 
are  yet  too  young  to  give  any  material  aid  in  farming  business,  they 
are  daily  employed  during  one  hour  in  such  manual  labor  as  will  suit 
their  age  and  capacity.  Their  readiness  in  performing  every  duty  that 
is  imposed  upon  them  gives  us  a  great  hope  that  they  will  continue  to 
appreciate  the  benefits  of  a  good  education. 

The  female  department  of  the  Osage  school  is  attended  with  similar 
success.  The  girls  spell,  read,  and  write  well;  they  improve  rapidly 
in  arithmetic  and  geography.  They  are  instructed  in  the  various  kinds 
of  household  business.  They  sew  exceedingly  well;  they  work  in  lace 
and  all  kinds  of  embroidery ;  they  paint  in  water  and  oil  colors — ^in 
brief,  in  all  kinds  of  work  of  imitation  they  succeed  as  well  as  any 
American  young  lady.  During  the  last  year  we  admitted  32  girls ;  of 
these,  24  have  attended  school  constantly.  Their  teachers,  under  whose 
immediate  guidance  they  are  placed,  are  the  Sisters  of  Loretto,  formerly 
firom  Kentucky,  8  in  number.  The  sisters  exercise  a  great  influence 
upon  their  manners  and  their  general  tenor  of  life,  and  by  their  constant 
exertions  they  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  mothers  of  these  chil- 
dren, who  begin  to  revere  them  as  their  own  teachers  and  advisers. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  within  a  year's  time  we  may  have  the  con- 
solation to  reap  still  more  abundant  Iruits  of  our  uninterrupted  labors. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  SHUENMAKER- 

Major  A.  J.  Dorn, 

Neosho  Indian  AgenU 


No.  48. 


Chebokbe  Agency, 

September  13,  1853. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  department,  I  again 
have  the  honor  to  forward  this  my  annual  report  in  relation  to  the 
afiairs  of  this  agency.  The  health  of  the  Cherokees,  for  the  past  year, 
has  been  generally  good ;  the  only  disease  which  has  at  all  seriously 
aflUcted  them  is  pneumonia,  which  proved  fatal  in  a  number  of  cases 
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during  the  past  spring.  Persons  residing  in  low  situations  were  the 
greatest  sufferers.  Chills  and  fevers  have  also  prevailed  to  some  e^ent, 
but  not  more  so  than  is  usuallv  the  case  in  almost  all  this  portion  of  the 
western  country.  Many  of  the  full-blood  Cherokees  yet  have  a  great 
aversion  to  the  medicine  of  the  regular  faculty,  and  prefer  the  roots  and 
herbs  of  their  own  native  doctors.  The  more  enlightened  portion  are 
last  losing  that  prejudice,  and  always  call  in  a  regular  physician  when 
one  can  be  had;  and  it  afibrds  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that 
they  have  among  them  several  physicians  of  high  reputation  in  their 
profession,  both  whites  and  natives.  The  Cherokees  have  great  reason 
to  be  thankful  for  the  abundant  yield  with  which  the  earth  has  repaid 
the  labor  of  the  husbandman.  The  common  people  are  making  slow 
but  steady  advances  in  the  science  of  agriculture;  the  more  enlightened 
and  intelligent  portion  who  have  means  live  much  in  the  same  style  of 
the  southern  gentleman  of  easy  circumstances.  Many  of  the  dwellings 
of  that  class  are  large,  comfortable,  and  handsome  buildings ;  their  fields, 
too,  are  well  enclosed  with  good  rail  fences,  and  their  yards  and  gar- 
dens are  handsomely  paled  in,  and  the  grounds  tastefully  laid  off  and 
ornamented  with  rare  and  beautiful  shrubbery.  The  moral  influence 
which  is  being  brought  to  bear  upon  the  youth  of  the  country,  through 
the  indefatigable  efforts  of  the  principal  chief,  and  other  intelligent  and 
leading  men  of  the  nation,  in  the  great  cause  of  education,  must  tell 
powerfully  upon  the  rising  generation. 

The  common  schools  of  the  nation  were  never  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition,  and  the  exercises  of  the  past  year  in  the  male  and  female 
seminaries  have  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  parents  of  the  students 
and  to  the  friends  of  education  throughout  the  nation.  Many  of  the 
Cherokee  women  are  neat  and  industrious  housewives,  and  have  ac- 
quired many  of  the  finer  accomplishments  of  the  whites.  Some  of  them 
are  accomplished  needle  women ;  their  taste  and  skill  in  embroidery 
may  be  seen  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in  New  York,  where  has  been  sent 
for  exhibition  a  full  Indian  suit  of  dressed  buckskin,  beautifully  em- 
broidered with  silk.  This  beautiful  piece  of  work  was  designed  and 
executed  by  the  ladies  in  the  family  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Payne.  Tbe  art  of 
manufacturing  cloth,  both  wool  and  cotton,  is  carried  on  to  a  considera- 
ble extent  in  some  of  the  families.  Some  specimens  which  I  have  seen 
from  the  loom  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  AdaJr  would  have  held  strong  competi- 
tion for  prizes  at  any  of  the  agricultural  fairs  of  the  States.  Tbe  rapid 
advances  which  the  Cherokees  have  made  in  the  arts  of  civilization 
may  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  whites  who  have  settled 
among  them,  and  who  have  identified  their  interests  with  those  of  tbe 
Cherokees.  When  a  white  man  becomes  legally  a  citizen  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  he  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  Cherokee,  and  is  eli- 
gible to  any  office  except  that  of  chief;  at  the  same  time  he  is  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States.  Under  the  Cherokee  laws,  a  white 
man,  even  after  he  has  married  a  Cherokee  wife,  must  be  admitted  a 
citizen  by  an  act  of  council  before  he  can  be  entitled  to  any  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen.  The  council  have,  in  several  in- 
stances, refused  to  admit  certain  white  men  to  citizenship  in  conse- 
auence  of  the  failure  of  those  men  to  bring  satisfactory  testimonials  of 
leir  good  character.    It  is  believed,  however,  that  some  councils  have 
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suffered  their  prejudices  to  lead  them  so  far  astray  that  the  petition  of 
good  and  worthy  white  men  have  been  rejected.  In  my  o£Bicial  inter- 
course with  the  Cherokee  officers,  I  have  ever  found  them  willing  to 
act  promptly  in  assisting  me  to  execute  any  service  in  which  I  found 
their  assistance  necessary. 

The  traffic  in  spirituous  liquors  is  still  carried  on  to  some  extent 
clandestinely,  though  the  demand  for  it  has  greatly  diminished.  This 
diminution  is  plainly  attributable  to  the  moral  influence  which  the  ad- 
vocates of  temperance  have  exercised  in  the  community.  The  **  Sons 
of  Temperance"  stand  prominently  forward  in  this  great  work  of  re- 
form. 

Nothing  will  probably  ever  put  an  entire  stop  to  the  trade  among  the 
Indians  but  the  enforcement  of  some  entirely  prohibitory  law  along  the 
borders ;  while  ever  the  whites  are  permitted  to  carry  on  the  trade 
alon^  the  frontier,  it  will  be  found  impossible  to  prevent  its  introduc- 
tion into  the  nation.  It  is  a  difficult  task  to  get  an  Indian  to  understand 
the  equal  justice  of  that  law  which  tolerates  a  white  man  in  selling 
liquor  to  whom  he  pleases,  just  within  the  borders  of  the  State,  when 
the  same  law  will  severely  punish  the  Indians,  not  only  for  selling  but 
for  giving  a  dram  to  his  brother  within  the  limits  of  the  nation.  An  act 
which  is  lawful  in  a  grocery  within  one  inch  of  the  Indian  line  is  un- 
lawful, and  severely  punished,  if  done  two  feet  from  the  grocery  door. 

The  Cherokee  government  has  not  yet  effected  any  arrangement  for 
the  liquidation  of  its  debt,  and  many  of  its  creditors  are  getting  clamor- 
ous for  their  money.  Some  of  the  leading  men  of  the  nation  advocate 
the  principle  of  taxation  in  private  conversation,  and  the  editor  of  the 
"National"  newspaper  advocates  it  openly  in  his  columns.  A  majority 
of  the  people,  however,  prefer  a  retrocession  of  the  neutral  land  to  the 
United  States  government,  as  a  means  of  enabling  the  nation  to  pay 
its  debt.  This  plan  I  think  the  most  feasible  at  present ;  and  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  United  States  government  enter  into 
negotiations  with  the  Cherokees  for  that  purpose. 

Much  dissatisfaction  exists  here  with  those  Cherokees  who  still  reside 
in  North  Carolina,  in  consequence  of  their  claiming  an  equal  per  capita 
interest  in  the  neutral  land.  If  those  remaining  in  Carolina  would  re- 
move west  and  become  citizens  of  this  nation,  they  would  be  received 
and  welcomed  as  friends  and  brothers,  and  at  once  admitted  to  equal 
rights  with  these  now  here ;  but  while  they  remain  citizens  of  a  different 
government,  and  not  amenable  to  the  laws  of  this  nation,  I  think  the 
authorities  here  have  good  cause  to  protest  against  their  right  to  any 
interest  in  this  soil.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  they  be  required 
to  remove  west,  or  abandon  all  claims  to  any  interest  in  this  country. 

The  effort  made  in  Congress  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Nebraska 
has  produced  much  dissatisfaction  of  the  proposed  lines,  embracing  con- 
siderable scope  of  their  country.  Before  any  definite  action  is  taken  on 
that  bill,  it  seems  to  me  that  both  justice  and  good  policy,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  government,  would  dictate  that  commissioners  be 
appointed  to  treat  with  the  Cherokees  and  obtain  their  con:?ent  to  the 
proposed  lines.  Our  treaty  stipulations  with  them  are  such  that  we 
cannot,  without  manifest  injustice,  appropriate  any  portion  of  their  ter- 
ritory to  our  use  without  first  obtaining  their  consent. 
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A  grand  council  was  called  m  June  last  to  meet  at  a  point  higb  up  an 
the  north  fork  of  the  Canadian  river.  It  was  composed  of  represen- 
tatives from  thirteen  tribes.  The  object  was  to  establish  friendly  rela- 
tions between  the  border  tribes  and  their  less  enlightened  brethren  who 
roam  over  the  vast  prairies  of  the  west. 

The  Cherokees  sent  a  delegation  of  several  of  their  most  intelligent 
men,  who  were  instructed  by  the  chief  to  inform  the  Comanches  and 
other  wild  tribes  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Cherokees  to  establish 
with  them  a  lasting  friendship,  and  to  open  with  them  an  intercourse 
which  would  tend  to  civilize  and  improve  their  condition. 

He  instructed  the  delegation,  also,  to  explain  to  them  the  relation  in 
which  they  now  stood  to  the  United  States ;  that  the  United  States, 
since  the  war  with  Mexico,  had  bound  herself  to  protect  the  Mexicans 
from  the  depredations  of  the  Indians ;  and  if  they  continued  to  rob  the 
Mexicans,  and  make  slaves  and  prisoners  of  their  people,  that  the 
United  States  would  certainly  punish  them  for  such  outrages.  They 
are  also  to  be  impressed  with  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  necessity  and  great  advantage  of  establishing  and 
keeping  up  IHendly  relations  with  them.  The  report  of  the  delegation 
has  not  yet  been  made  public.  I  presume  it  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
council  on  its  meeting  in  October.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  I 
have  conversed  with,  who  attended  the  council,  that  little,  if  anything, 
can  be  done  to  civilize  and  christianize  those  unfortunate  tribes  until 
they  abandon  their  roaming  habits  and  settle  down  in  fixed  abodes* 

There  is  yet  a  great  lack  of  native  mechanics  among  the  Chero- 
kees, and  it  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  them  if  some  measure  could 
be  adopted  to  increase  the  number. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  for  the  state  of  education 
and  morals  in  the  nation. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

GEORGE  BUTLER, 

Cherokee  Ageni. 

Gov.  Thos.  S.  Drew, 

Svyt.  of  Indian  Affairs^  Van  Buren^  Arkansas. 


No.  49. 


Park  Hill,  August  30,  1853. 

Sib:  The  American  Board  of  Conunissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
has  stiU  under  its  care,  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  five  stations — Dwight, 
Lee's  creek,  Fairfield,  Park  hill,  and  Honey  creek.  At  the  last  tney 
only  support  a  native  preacher.  Rev.  John  Huss,  who  has  the  pastoral 
care  of  a  church  at  the  station.  At  each  of  the  other  stations  they 
have  an  ordained  missionary,  with  a  family,  and  a  school  taught  ^a- 
tuitously  by  a  female  missionary  teacher.  At  Dwight  there  is,  besides 
an  assistant  missionary,  Mr.  Jacob  Hitchcock  and  his  wife.  At  Park 
Hill  is  a  prmtin.^  press,  employed  a  portion  of  the  time  in  printing  books 
in  the  Cherokee  language. 

Not  having  anticipated  being  called  upon  for  a  report  except  of  my 
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own  Station,  1  am  not  furnished  with  statistics  as  I  might  otherwise 
have  been.  Statistics  of  some  of  the  churches  I  cannot  give  of  recent 
date,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  two  successive  meetings  of  which  we 
missionaries  should  have  communicated  intelligence  to  each  other. 

The  pastor  of  the  church  at  Dwight,  Rev.  Worcester  Willey,  has 
been  absent  in  New  England  during  the  past  year.    His  return  is  ex- 

Sected  in  the  fail.  I  find  that  1  have  no  report  of  that  church  of  later 
ate  than  May,  1862.  It  was  then  reported  to  contain  fifty  members. 
The  school  at  that  station,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Jerusha  Swain,  has 
been  as  flourishing  as  could  have  been  reasonably  expected  among  so 
sparse  a  population,  having  had,  I  believe,  an  average  attendance  of 
aoout  20  pupils,  several  of  whom  were  boarded  in  the  neighborhood 
at  the  expense  of  their  parents  or  friends. 

The  station  at  Lee's  creek  is  comparatively  new,  and  the  people 
have  not  had  time  to  learn  so  well  as  at  older  stations  the  value  of  the 
blessings  offered  them,  or  the  means  of  securing  them.  Rev.  Timothy 
E.  Ranney  preaches  the  gospel  among  them.  The  infant  church  con- 
tains, I  suppose,  not  more  than  ten  members;  the  precise  number  I  do 
not  know.  The  school  taught  by  Miss  Julia  F.  Stone  has  as  yet,  I 
believe,  been  somewhat  smaller  than  that  at  Dwight;  but  I  am  told  that 
prospects  are  brightening,  and  that  there  is  reason  to  expect  a  flourish- 
mg  school.  At  Fairfield,  which  from  the  time  of  Dr.  Butler's  removal 
to  the  female  seminary  had  been  destitute  of  a  resident  minister  of  the 
gospel,  the  Rev.  Edwm  Telle  has  been  stationed  within  the  year.  I 
have  not  for  some  considerable  time  received  definite  information  of  the 
number  of  members  in  the  church  at  that  place.  The  last  number  re- 
ported was  seventy-four.  I  suppose  it  has  diminished  since.  The 
school  at  that  place  has  been  much  smaller  than  the  surrounding  pop- 
ulation would  lead  us  to  expect.  There  is  reason  there  also  to  hope 
for  much  increase.  The  church  at  Park  hill,  where  I  am  located, 
contained  fifty  members  less  than  a  year  ago.  Our  school,  during  the 
winter  term,  had  thirty-one  scholars  in  all,  and  an  average  attendance 
of  twenty.  During  the  last  term  the  whole  number  was  thirty-eight, 
and  the  average  twenty-six.  Of  the  whole  number  during  the  year, 
twenty-three  were  boarded  in  the  neighborhood  at  the  expense  of  pa- 
rents or  friends — a  circumstance  which  goes  to  show  the  prevailing  de- 
sire among  the  Cherokees  for  the  education  of  their  children.  It  may 
be  added  that,  after  the  school  was  judged  by  the  teacher  sufficiently 
full,  about  twenty-five  applicants  were  rejected,  almost  all  of  whom,  if 
received,  would  have  hacl  to  pay  for  their  board  away  from  their  homes. 
A  new  house  of  worship  is  in  process  of  erection,  built  by  subscrip- 
tion, and  expected  to  cost  about  Sl,600,  of  which  the  principal  part  has 
been  subscribed,  and  a  considerable  portion  paid.  The  building  is  of 
brick,  fifty  feet  by  forty-four,  with  a  portico  of  ten  feet,  and  will  seat 
about  four  hundred  persons. 

In  printing,  during  the  past  year,  we  have  done  but  little.    The 
whole  amount 
26 
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PkgetiaalL 

In  the  Cherokee  language: 

Paul's  Epistles  to  Timothy,  3d  edition,  24  pages  24to.,  6,000 

copies 120,000 

Epistles  to  Peter,  3d  edition,  24  pages  24to.,  5,000  copies. . .  120,000 

Part  of  Exodus,  1st  edition,  48  pages  24to.,  6,000  copies. . .  240,000 

480,000 
In  Cherokee  and  English : 

Almanac  for  1863,  36  pages  12mo.,  1,000  copies 36,000 

Total 6 16,000 


I  am  sorry  that  my  information  is  so  imperfect;  but  it  was  too  late, 
after  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  to  procure  more  accurate  intelligence. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  A.  WORCESTER. 
Geo.  Bittler,  Esq., 

Cherokee  Agent. 
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Oppice  op  Superintendent  of  Pcblic  Schools, 

Tahlequahj  September  4,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  send  vou  a  brief 
statement  of  the  general  condition  of  the  public  school  during  the  past 
year.  The  aggregate  number  of  children  who  have  attended  is  nine 
hundred  and  fifty.  Of  this  number,  twenty-five  have  studied  history; 
writing,  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight;  arithmetic,  three  hundred  and 
thirteen;  grammar,  two  hundred  and  six;  geography  and  atlas,  one 
hundred  and  forty-six ;  primary  geography,  one  hundred  and  twenty, 
McGufFey's  fourth  reader,  one  hundrea  and  sixty;  third,  one  hundred 
and  fourteen;  second,  eighiy-six;  first,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three; 
spelling,  one  hundred  and  ninety;  a,  b,  c,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three.  Five  or  six  orphans  are  boarded  and  clothed  at  each  school. 
The  whole  number  of  orphans  who  have  attended  is  one  hundred  and 
ten.  The  orphans  for  the  most  part  reside  in  good  families,  are  pro- 
perly cared  for,  and  are  improvmg.  The  attendance  of  the  children 
has  been  gem  rally  re^lar.  A  good  deal  of  interest  is  manifested 
through  the  country  in  the  cause  of  education. 

Very  respectfully, 

H,  D.  REESE, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 

Geo.  Butler,  Esq., 

Cherokee  AgenU 
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Beatxe's  Prairie,  September  8,  1853. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  submit  to  you  a  concise  report  of  the  missionary 
work  in  the  Cherokee  nation  under  the  direction  and  support  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  In  this  important  field  we  have 
seven  missions,  comprising  a  membership  of  fifteen  hundred  and 
twenty,  and  served  by  eighteen  ministers,  six  of  whom  are  white  and 
the  remainder  native  men.  We  have  also  six  Sabbath  schools,  with 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  scholars.  The  amount  appropriated  by 
the  board  for  the  support  of  these  missions  the  present  year  is  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  doILirs.  These  missions  are  in 
a  much  more  prosperous  condition  now  than  they  wore  last  year.  We 
have  already  an  increase  of  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  since  last  con- 
ference. This  closes  my  nineteenth  year  among  the  Indians  as  a  mis- 
sionary, and  in  point  of  education,  morality,  and  agriculture,  they  are 
improving  as  fast  perhaps  as  any  other  nation.  It  is  true  many  out- 
rages are  committed,  but  intemperance  generally  seems  to  be  the 
cause. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  CCJMiMlNGS,  P.  E.  M.  E.  C.  S. 

Geo.  Butler,  Cherokee  Agent. 
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Creek  Agency,  August  30, 1853.  . 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  department,  I  proceed 
to  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  reporting  the  condition  and  afiiiirs  of  the 
people  committed  to  my  charge  as  the  agent  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. In  doing  so,  however,  I  must  premise  that  the  very  recent  en- 
trance upon  the  duties  of  my  office  (2d  July  last)  places  it  out  of  my 
power  to  do  that  justice  to  the  various  subjects  appertaining  to  such 
a  report,  and  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  accept  this  as  my  apolocy 
for  any  want  of  information  which,  under  other  curcumstances,  1  might 
be  able  to  afford. 

I  was  gratified  on  my  arrival  in  the  Creek  nation  to  find  that  har- 
mony and  good  feeling  prevailed  among  the  chiefs  themselves,  and  be- 
tween them  and  the  other  people  of  the  nation,  and  that  they  had  ad- 
vanced in  civilization  and  moral  culture  far  beyond  anything  \  had 
reason  to  anticipate  from  my  knowledge  of  them  previous  to  their  re- 
moval to  the  west. 

Their  old  form  of  government  still  prevails.  The  chiefs  receive 
their  salaries  from  the  annuity  fund  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
grades  of  office,  &c.  Such  has  been  the  rapid  increase  of  that  privi- 
leged order  among  them,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  that  fund  is  ab- 
sorbed in  their  payment.  I  would  recommend  that  the  federal  govern- 
ment should  use  its  parental  infiuence  to  induce  them  to  curtail  the 
number  of  that  class  of  officers.    Wdatever  influence  I,  as  the  agent  of 
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my  government,  might  have  in  effecting  that  object,  I  certainly  would 
exert  it  if  it  would  not  be  deemed  a  gratuitous  and  improper  inter- 
ference with  their  internal  affairs. 

I  am  aware  that  a  change  in  their  form  of  government  has  been  sug- 
gested and  recommended,  but  under  the  existing  slate  of  circumstances 
I  have  reason  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  any  change  further  than  sug- 
gested. A  more  rapid  advancement  in  civilization  might  be  the  result 
of  a  radical  change  m  their  present  form  of  government,  if  that  change 
should  fortunately  assume  a  form  better  adapted  to  their  condition;  but 
I  am  fully  convinced,  from  my  observation  during  the  short  time  I  have 
been  in  the  country,  that  any  sudden  and  radical  change  in  their  present 
mode  of  administering  their  affairs  is  a  thing  they  are  not  prepared  for, 
and  would  not  result  in  any  good  to  the  general  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  the  nation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  might  produce  discord  and 
commotion.  Their  mode  of  government  has  been  handed  down  to 
them  from  one  generation  to  another  for  ages,  and  whilst  they  would 
reluctantly  give  it  up,  they  are  not  prepared  to  appreciate  properly  a 
form  of  government  modelled  after  that  of  any  of  our  States.  The 
change  in  the  form  of  government  in  the  Cherokee  nation  has  not  suc- 
ceeded so  well  as  was  anticipated  ;  although  they  enforce  their  laws 
rigidly,  the  effect  has  not  been  in  any  degree  to  decrease  the  amount 
of  crime;  and  the  expenses  of  their  government  being  entirely  paid  out 
of  their  annuity,  is  yet  insufficient  to  meet  them,  ana  the  result  is  that 
the  nation  is  in  debt  something  near  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Unlrss,  therefore,  the  nation  will  submit  to  be  taxed,  the  change  from 
their  primitive  form  of  government  will  prove  a  failure. 

I  have  thus  adverted  to  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  Cherokee  nation 
to  fortify  me  in  my  conclusion,  that  any  change  at  present  in  the  Creek 
nation  similar  to  that  of  the  Cherokees  would  not  result  in  the  benefi- 
cial effects  some  have  anticipated. 

As  I  before  remarked,  the  Creek  chiefs  are  paid  out  of  the  annuity  and 
receive  a  large  portion  of  that  fund ;  but  a  radical  change,  in  my  opmion, 
at  this  time,  would  increase  the  expense  of  their  government  ana  there- 
by lessen  the  amount  distributed  among  the  common  Indians,  amons 
whom  some  dissatisfaction  unquestionably  exists ;  and  the  only  rational 
way  to  allay  it  is  to  diminish  the  number  of  the  chiefs. 

This,  however,  is  difficult  of  performance,  as  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment, the  amount  of  their  salaries,  and  the  term  of  their  offices,  are  all 
in  their  own  hands.  The  only  plan  to  insure  it  is,  for  the  tribe  to  as- 
semble in  convention,  and  then  and  there  declare  what  is  necessary 
for  the  public  good;  this  is,  however,  not  likely  to  occur  without  the  in- 
fluence of  the  government  being  used  to  insure  its  adoption.  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  department  should  suggest  such  mea- 
sures to  the  tribe  as  arc  calculated  to  produce  that  result. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  the  proper  influences  were 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  body  of  the  nation,  a  large  curtailment  in  the 
number  of  their  officers  and  the  consequent  decrease  of  their  govern- 
ment expenses  could  be  speedily  effected. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  progress  of  the  Creeks  in  the  industrial 
pursuits  of  life ;  the  chase  has  been  entirely  abandoned  as  a  means  of 
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livelihood,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  raising  of  stock  as  its 
substitute  prosecuted  with  laudable  energy.  There  is  an  abundance 
of  provisions  in  the  country  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  nation;  and  the 
prospect  of  a  good  yield  of  the  growing  crop,  although  it  has  suSered 
in  some  degree  from  protracted  drought,  is  not  discouraging. 

There  is  a  general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks  to  settle  and  close 
up  all  claims  at  issue  between  them  and  the  government.     They  com- 

Juain  that  the  government,  contrary  to  a  definite  understanding  with  the 
iriendly  Creeks  that  their  territorial  claims  should  be  respected,  in  the 
selection  of  the  land,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war  of  1813  and  1814, 
that  eight  millions  of  acres  of  territory,  besides  what  was  taken  from  the 
hostile  Indians,  was  wrested  from  them,  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson, 
without  any  compensation  whatever ;  relying  upon  the  justice  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  government,  they  have  permitted  this  claim  to  slumber 
for  years,  and  now  urge  it,  with  the  hope,  that  after  a  careful  and  im- 
partial examination,  justice  will  be  aone  them.  Some  dissatisfac- 
tion exists  among  the  claimants  of  the  fund  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  23a 
November,  1838,  caused  from  the  fact  that  the  claimants  only  receive 
the  interest,  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  twenty-five  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  which  the  principal  is  to  be  paid,  not  to  thtm^  but  to  be 
made  a  national  fund.  They  contend  that,  as  their  claims  were  the 
basis  upon  which  the  government  acted  in  allowing  the  $350,000,  that 
they  are  not  only  entitled  to  the  interest,  but  the  principal.  As  all  trea- 
ties are  made  by  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  nation,  very  few  if  any 
of  those  who  had  claims  had  any  agency  in  making  the  treaty  above 
referred  to,  and  consequently  knew  nothing  of  its  effects  until  after  it 
was  made. 

This  it  appears  has  never  been  understood  by  the  real  claimants  until 
very  recently;  and  unless  some  interposition  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment is  afforded,  it  may  ultimately  produce  difficulties  of  a  serious 
character. 

The  settlement  of  all  the  claims  at  issue  between  the  government 
and  the  Creeks  would  give  an  impulse  to  the  industry  and  improve- 
ment of  their  nation.  So  long  as  they  expect  money  from  the  govern- 
ment. It  keeps  them  restless,  and  unprepares  many  of  them  for  the  agri- 
cultural pursuits  of  life,  and  consequently  in  a  great  degree  retards  their 
improvement  in  civilization,  &c.,  &c. 

It  aflbrds  me  pleasure  to  slate  that  the  three  manual  labor,  and  all  ot 
the  government  neighborhood  schools,  are  exerting  a  happy  influence  in 
regard  to  the  development  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  faculties  of  the 
rismg  generation.  The  respective  superintendents  of  the  manual  labor 
schools  are  gentlemen  of  unimpeachable  moral  character,  and  in  every 
way  qualified  to  discharge  the  dutiesof  their  responsible  positions ;  and  the 
teachers  of  the  neighborhood  schools,  so  far  as  my  information  extends,  are 
moral  and  efficient  teachers.  The  combined  influence  of  those  schools  is 
already  apparent,  and  will  doubtless,  ere  long,  succeed  in  rescuing  the 
Creeks  from  all  the  errors  and  superstitions  of  their  fathers,  and  prepare 
them  for  the  more  literary  and  scientific  occupations  of  life.     For  the 
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details  of  the  difierent  schools  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accom- 
panying reports  of  the  teachers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfull}^  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  GARRETT, 
17.  S.  Agent  far  the  Creek  Indiam. 
Governor  T.  S.  Drew, 

Superintendent  of  Western  Territory • 


No.  53. 


CoUCHART£E,  CrEEK  NaTION, 

July  24, 1853. 

Sir  :  Your  office  as  an  agent  for  the  Creeks  requires  that  I  should 
furnish  you  with  the  report  of  the  government  day  school  located  at 
this  place  and  in  my  charge.  The  third  session  of  this  school  com- 
menced on  the  second  Monday  in  September  last  and  closed  on  the 
20th  instant.  Having  been  in  session  upward  of  ten  months,  dunng 
which  time  it  is  gratifying  to  slate  that  both  the  scholars  and  myself 
have  been  favored  with  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  and  the  scholars 
have  made  a  considerable  advancement  in  their  various  studies,  for 
which  we  are  thankful  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  and  every  perfect  gift. 
The  following  is  the  list  of  the  classes  and  their  progress : 

First  class,  four  in  number  :  McGuffey's  reader,  arithmetic,  grammar 
and  geography. 

Second  class,  nine  in  number :  Kay*s  second  reader,  arithmetic  and 
geography. 

Third  class,  six  in  number :  Kay's  first  reader,  spelling,  writmg  and 
arithmetic. 

Fourth  class,  seven  in  number :  Kay's  first  reader,  spelling,  writing, 
drawing  and  mental  arithmetic. 

Fifth  class,  six  in  number:  spelling,  readine  and  writing. 

Besides  the  studies  of  other  books,  the  Bible  has  been  a  prominent 
reading  book  in  the  school,  and  that  has  been  the  chief  study  on  Sun- 
day school  occasions,  as  I  have  a  Sunday  school  in  connection  wiih  my 
day  school.  I  have  some  pleasure  in  noling  the  progress  of  events  for 
the  last  two  years  ;  a  portion  of  the  moral  darkness  that  then  prevailed 
has  passed  away.  Some  of  this  people  have  in  some  degree  arrived 
to  the  blessings  of  civilized  life,  and  several,  with  the  principal  chief  of 
the  town,  have  embraced  the  Christian  religion  and  have  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  I  am  also  happy  to  be 
able  to  inform  you  that  the  cause  of  education  is  steadily  becoming  a 
subject  of  deeper  interest,  and  is  gaining  a  firmer  hold,  on  the  afiec- 
tions  of  the  Creek  people.  The  Creeks  are  very  anxious  to  have  day 
schools  to  be  located  in  the  neighborhood  where  there  are  a  sufficiency 
of  children  to  justify  such  locations;  and  if  I  could  be  permitted,  I 
would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  that  if  the  school  funds  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  are  sufficient,  it  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
Creeks  in  general  to  have  them  applied  to  the  neighborhood  schools. 
I  hope  by  your  aid  and  influence  our  people  will  ere  long  be  educated. 
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civilized,  and  become  a  happy  people.    May  that  Being  who  holds  the 

lives  of  individuals  and  desiinies  of  the  nations  long  spare  your  life  to 

be  a  blessing  to  our  people,  for  whom  you  are  appointed  as  an  agent. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  ASPBERRY. 
Col.  Garrett, 

United  Stalei  AgaU  for  the  Creeh. 


No.  54. 


Crbek  Aobncy,  AugvMt  12,  1853. 

Respected  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  hasten  to  pre- 
sent you  a  brief  report  of  the  government  school  located  at  this  place. 
The  session  commenced  on  tne  last  of  January  and  closed  on  the 
twelfth  of  July.  The  scholars,  including  regular  and  irregular  attend- 
ants, were  thirty-three  in  number — eleven  girls  and  twenty -two  boys. 
The  most  of  them  were  very  regular,  and  made  a  fair  progress  in  their 
studies.      Their  studies  were  spelling,  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

Yours,  truly, 

E.  STIDHAM. 
Col.  W.  H.  Garrett, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 


No.  65. 


Old  Agency,  Avgust  13,  1853. 

Sjr:  Agreeably  to  request  I  send  you  the  report  of  this  school.  I 
commenced  teaching  in  this  place  the  15th  of  March,  and  closed  for 
vacation  the  13th  of  July.  As  to  numbers,  I  had  on  my  list  twenty- 
two  different  ncunes,  but  only  nineteen  who  were  at  all  regular  in 
attendance.  As  far  as  I  may  be  permitted  to  judge,  they  have  improved 
all  that  could  be  reasonably  expected. 

When  school  commenced  in  March,  three  only  of  the  scholars  could 
read.  At  the  close  of  school  in  July,  all  could  read  in  easy  sentences 
or  syllables  except  five,  and  they  have  learned  the  alphabet. 

Respectfully, 

MARY  LEWIS. 

To  Mr.  Garrett,  Agent. 


No.  56. 

AsBURY  Manual  Labor  School, 

Augwt  15,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  brief 
report  of  the  school  under  my  care : 

The  third  regular  session  of  the  school  closed  on  the  21st  of  July; 
at  which  time  a  public  examination  of  the  pupils  was  had,  which 
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I  believe  gave  almost  general  satisfacdoD,  and  met  the  entire  appro- 
bation of  the  board  of  trustees.  The  teaching  has  been  performed  by 
two  young  ladies,  who  were  untiring  in  their  eflforts  to  advance  the 
children  committed  to  their  care.  The  session  throughout  was  one  of 
interest  and  general  prosperity ;  little  or  no  complaining  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians,  and  the  children  more  than  usually  prompt  in  their  at- 
tendance. Nearly  the  entire  number  composing  the  school  were  ex- 
amined at  the  close  in  the  following  classes : 

1.  First  class,  in  primary  speller ; 

2.  Second  class,  m  primary  speller ; 

3.  Second  class,  in  Goodrich's  first  reader ; 

4.  First  class,  in  eclectic  reader ; 

5.  Second  class,  in  eclectic  reader ; 

6.  Second  class,  in  Goodrich's  second  reader  ; 

7.  Second  class,  in  Goodrich's  third  reader ; 

8.  Second  class,  in  Goodrich's  fourth  reader  ; 

9.  First  class,  in  geography,  Smith's ; 

10.  Second  class,  in  geography,  Smith's; 

1 1.  Third  class,  in  geography,  Morse's ; 

12.  First  class,  in  arithmetic,  Davies's ; 

13.  Second  class,  in  arithmetic,  Davies's ; 

14.  First  class,  in  English  grammar,  Smith's; 

15.  Second  class,  in  Englisn  grammar,  Smith's ; 

16.  Second  class,  in  history  of  the  United  States ; 

17.  Second  class,  in  class-book  of  nature. 

Some  twenty  of  the  children  were  learning  to  write,  and  eight  wrote 
compositions.  Such  as  are  able  are  required  to  perform  manual  labor 
of  some  kind  daily :  the  boys  to  work  on  the  farm,  chop  wood,  attend 
to  stock,  &c.;  the  girls  to  sew,  wash>  sweep,  assist  in  diniog-roomy 
kitchen,  &c. 

The  farm  is  now  pretty  well  supplied  with  teams>  tools,  slock,  &c. 
Our  garden  has  yielded  quite  a  supply  of  vegetables ;  and  our  com 
and  potato  crops  promise  well. 

The  shops  connected  with  the  institution  have  not  been  in  operation 
thepast  year,  but  will  probably  be  commenced  again  in  the  fall. 

The  missionary  board  in  Louisville  have  ever  manifested  a  most 
anxious  desire  for  the  success  and  welfare  of  the  school,  and,  as  the 
official  organ  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  in  her  mission- 
ary operations,  have  contributed  most  liberally  to  its  support.  We 
were  favored  last  fall  with  a  visit  from  the  excellent  secretary  of  the 
board,  Rev.  Dr.  Sehon,  which  to  us  here  was  a  matter  of  no  ordinary 
interest,  while  it  aiibrded  him  an  opportunity  to  see  and  report  thii^ 
as  they  are  for  the  information  of  the  board. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  state  that  we  have  preaching  and  other 
religious  service  every  Sabbath  in  the  chapel  of  the  institution.  The 
children  are  also  taught  in  Sabbath  school,  and  receive  other  catecheti- 
cal instruction.  They  are  generally  moral,  and  a  fow  are  inclined  to 
be  rehgious. 

Very  respectfiilly,  yours, 

THOS.  B.  RUBLE,  SuptrmtimUMt. 

Colonel  Wm.  IL  Ga&bbtt,  Crttk  Agemt. 
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No.  67. 

t 

North  ForKs  August  16,  1853. 

.  Dear  Sir  :  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  to  you  the  state  of  my  mis- 
sion,  on  the  north  and  deep  fork  of  the  Canadian,  consisting  of  twelve 
societies,  besides  some  four  other  places,  which  we  visit  regularly 
every  day  when  out,  besides  preachmg  at  night,  examining  the  mem- 
bers every  round,  looking  after  every  member,  besides  visiting  and  in- 
structing the  cliildren  according  to  the  policy  of  our  churchy  and  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  there  has  been,  and  is,  a  very  good  state  of  things 
in  all  our  societies.  There  has  been  the  fewest  number  that  have  got 
cnit  of  the  wars,  and  the  few  that  have  we  have  been  enabled  to  re- 
store. Our  societies  number  somewhere  near  three  hundred.  Some 
fifty  have  joined  this  year,  or  about  that  number.  Our  meetings  have 
been  very  interesting,  lively,  animating ;  congregations  good  all  kind 
of  weather,  for  they  all  come ;  besides,  they  hold  a  weekly  meeting 
in  every  society.  The  nations  this  year  have  put  up  some  meeting- 
houses that  would  do  honor  to  the  States — ^good  newed  lo^s. 

Our  people  here  are  iniproving  in  industry  and  domestic  life.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  by  your  efficient  operations,  the  schools  in  this  nation 
will  be  in  session  in  their  respective  places ;  not  only  so,  but  supplied 
with  teachers  capable  of  advancing  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of 
these  children.  I  say  it,  and  that  from  more  than  ten  years'  observa- 
tion, better  to  have  no  teacher  or  schools  than  to  employ  teachers  of 
no  moral  or  religious  character.  I  don't  mean  professedly  so,  but 
really  so— men  actuated  from  no  higher  motive  than  merely  the  pecu- 
niary emolument.  But  on  this  subject  you  will  no  doubt  do  the  best 
you  can. 

I  would  further  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  securing  teachers  of 
the  same  church  where  schools  are  located,  as  at  Hitch-e-ty,  Deep 
Fork,  where  we  have  some  forty  Methodists.  If  a  young  man  could 
be  secured  (or  man  and  his  wife)  to  aid  in  Sunday  school  and  class- 
meetings,  it  would  suit  them  well ;  and  when  there  are  other  churches 
established,  send  them  teachers  accordingly,  if  possible.  The  religious 
interest  is  surely  the  highest  interest  among  men,  and  such  our  govern- 
ment has  ever  had  an  eye  to  in  her  wise  and  gracious  provisions  ;  but 
an  interest  that  is  often  too  much  lost  sight  of.  The  sentiment,  that 
righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people,  is 
not  only  written  on  the  page  of  eternal  truth,  but  upon  the  page  of  our 
national  prosperity.  May  God  bless  you,  and  enable  you  to  carry  out 
a  wise  and  wholesome  superintendency  in  this  nation. 

In  haste,  very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  DUNCAN, 
Missionary  Methodist  Epis.  Church  Souths 

Indian  Missionary  Conference* 

Mr.  W.  H.  Garrett, 

Creek  Agent. 


894  H.  Doc.  1. 

No.  68. 

CusETA  Square,  Creek  Nation, 

August  20,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  present  the  following  as  a  report  of  the  neighborhood 
school  under  my  charge  at  this  place,  under  an  agreement  with  your 

!>redecessor  in  office,  our  late  ever  to  be  respected  agent,  Col.  P.  H.  Rai- 
brd.  I  was  engaged  to  establish  this  school,  whicn  was  to  have  com- 
menced early  last  spring ;  he  however  left  the  country  without  making 
any  provision  for  a  school-house,  anticipating  his  return,  when  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  for  the  purpose.  The  commencement  was  de- 
layed from  time  to  time,  until  ihe  people  of  the  neighborhood,  and  in- 
deed from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  round,  impatient  at  the  delay,  and 
anxious  that  their  children  should  be  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  school 
they  had  been  promised,  concluded  to  assemble  and  erect  a  house  them- 
selves ;  but,  upon  further  consultation  among  themselves,  concluded  that 
I  should  rent  a  house  to  commence  in  till  one  could  be  built  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  accordingly  rented  a  small  house  for  temporary  use ;  and  I 
nave  to  beg  that  arrangements  may  be  made  at  an  early  aay  ta  enable 
me  to  have  a  suitable  house  for  use  during  the  winter.  The  school  is 
located  far  in  the  interior  of  this  nation.  The  people  are  generally  full- 
blooded  Indians,  and  until  quite  recently  have,  ot  all  others,  been  the 
most  noted  for  their  prejudice  and  opposition  to  all  reform  or  alteration 
firom  their  old  habits,  customs,  and  superstitions,  as  well  as  their  un- 
qualified hostility  to  education  and  the  religion  of  the  white  man.  I 
feel  happy  and  proud  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  mat  change  has  oc- 
curred among  my  people,  (I  myself  belonmng  to  this  town.)  Nothing 
can  exceed  the  interest  they  manifest  in  the  school.  I  have  child  rea 
sent  to  me  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  miles  round ;  and  there  is  hardly 
a  day  passes  but  what  the  school-house  is  thronged  by  the  parents  of 
some  of  the  children,  who  do  everything  to  inspire  the  children  with 
ambition  to  excel  each  other  in  their  studies.  In  fine,  I  am  sanguine 
that  the  rising  generation  of  the  Cuseta  town  will  be  as  noted  for  their 
intelligence  and  virtue  as  their  progenitors  were  for  their  ignorance  and 
barbarism.  This  school  commenced  on  the  9th  day  of  May  with  35 
scholars,  viz :  23  males  and  and  12  females.  The  ages  of  the  two  oldest 
boys  are  between  17  and  1 8  years,  and  all  the  rest  range  not  far  from  7  to 
14  years.  The  ages  of  the  female  children  are  from  7  to  10  years.  All 
of  them  commenced  in  the  alphabet  except  two  boys,  who  knew  their 
letters,  from  the  fact  of  their  having  been  at  a  missionary  school  for  a 
short  time.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  they  made  a  rapid 
progress  in  their  lessons  during  the  time  I  taught.  Owmg  to  the  warm 
weather,  as  well  as  sickness  in  the  school,  I  dismissed  the  school  on  the 
15ih  July  to  the  12th  September  next,  for  commencement  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year ;  at  the  close  of  which  time  I  hope  to  be  enabled, 
fi-om  the  advancement  they  may  make  in  their  studies,  to  give  you  an 
interesting  report  of  the  school,  which  has  but  just  commenced,  as  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say,  for  the  present.  I  was  once  like  my  little  pupils — 
could  not  speak  a  word  in  the  English  language;  but  the  scnool  and 
my  kind  teachers  made  a  wonderful  change  in  me,  and  taught  me  to 
speak  and  w^rite  in  the  English  language.    I  feel  quite  confident  thai 
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I  shall  be  able  to  make  the  same  change  in  them  (lu  a  few  years)  as 
was  made  in  myselE 

I  shall  occupy  the  same  house  to  teach  in  till  a  more  convenient  one 
can  be  made;  and  hope  that  some  attention  wUl  be  given  in  regard  to 
a  house  that  I  so  mucn  need  during  the  present  winter,  &c. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

THOMAS  C.  CARR. 
Col.  W.  H.  Garrbtt. 


No.  69. 


Presbyterian  M.  L.  B.  School, 

Creek  Nation^  August  23,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  and  with  the  regulation 
of  the  department,  I  forward  you  the  following  report  of  our  opera- 
tions during  the  past  year : 

I  did  not  send  in  a  report  last  year,  owing  to  the  absence  of  our 
former  agent  at  Washington.  I  am  happy,  however,  in  being  able  to 
inform  you  that  this  large  boarding  school  has  enjoyed  a  continued  state 
of  prosperity  since  its  commencement  in  March,  1850.     During  the 

{)ast  two  and  a  half  years  our  prescribed  number  of  eighty  pupils— 
brty  of  each  sex — ^has  generally  been  complete.  A  few  day  scholars 
have  also  attended. 

The  missionaries  now  in  connection  with  this  station,  under  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  are  Rev.  R  M.  Longbridge, 
minister  and  superintendent;  W.  S. Robertsoti,  A.  M.,  principal  teacher ; 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Robertson,  Miss  C-  W.  Eddy,  Miss  N.  Thompson,  Mrs.  E. 
Reid,  teachers ;  and  Mr.  Alexander  McCune,  steward  ana  farmer. 

The  pupils  are  making  very  commendable  progress  in  study.  They 
are  pursuing  the  various  branches  usually  taught  in  such  schools  in  the 
States,  viz:  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  composition,  geography,  and 
English  grammar. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session,  on  the  14th  ultimo,  we  had  a  public 
examination  of  the  school,  which  was  attended  by  a  large  and  respect- 
able audience,  comprising  part  of  the  trustees,  the  principal  and  other 
chiefs,  and  many  of  the  relatives  of  the  children.  All  present,  I  be- 
lieve, were  convinced,  by  the  impartial  examination  of  the  children, 
that  the  school  is  in  a  healthy,  prosperous  condition.  But  on  this 
point  I  need  not  dwell,  as  you  yourself  honored  us  with  your  presence 
on  that  occasion,  and  consequently  can  testify  as  to  the  appearance  ot 
the  school. 

As  usual,  our  pupils  have  been  employed  daily  from  two  to  three 
hours  in  manual  laoor — the  boys  in  chopping  wood,  drawing  water, 
gardening,  farming,  &c.  A  few  have  been  employed  in  the  car- 
penter shop.  The  girls  have  been  employed  in  sewing,  knitting, 
and  the  various  branches  of  house  work — as  the  care  oi"  the  dairy, 
assisting  in  cooking,  washing,  ironing,  &c. 

Our  farming  operations  were  considerably  curtailed  this  year,  in  order 
hat  we  might  be  able  to  devote  more  attention  to  gardening — an  im- 
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portant  department,  much  neglected  among  the  Creeks.  We  have  a 
fine  garden  of  about  five  acres. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  generally  ^ood.  During  the  fall 
and  winter,  however,  quite  a  number  were  afflicted  with  chiUs  and 
fevers,  and  we  had  a  few  cases  of  pneumonia.  Three  of  the  pupils 
died  during  the  year — two  of  scrofulous  afiections,  and  one,  a  prom- 
ising young  man,  of  pneumonia. 

In  regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  Creeks,  ffenerally,  we  have 
much  reason  for  encouragement.  A  very  great  change  for  the  better 
has  taken  place  during  the  ten  years  I  have  labored  among  them  as  a 
missionary. 

The  schools  now  in  operation  will,  we  trust,  prove  to  be  rich  foun- 
tains, from  which  shall  issue  streams  to  gladden  this  barren  land.  It 
is  now  our  privilege  to  see  two  young  ladies,  who  were  educated  at 
our  mission  schools,  engaged  (u  teachers.  They  have,  each  of  them, 
charge  of  an  interesting  day  school,  and  give  good  satisfaction  as 
teachers.  They  are  both  natives,  and  are  consistent  members  of  the 
church.  Also  two  native  young  men,  formerly  pupils  of  our  schools, 
are  studying  under  the  care  of  the  presbytery  tor  the  gospel  ministry. 
This  is  but  the  beginning  of  the  work  which  we  hope  to  see  accom- 

Elished  through  the  agency  of  the  schools.  We  hope  that  much  will 
e  done  in  raising  up  teachers  and  preachers  in  aid  of  the  great  work 
of  civilizing  and  christianizing  this  people.  The  cause  of  temperance, 
too,  is  advancing.  The  "  Maine  law,"  which  was  in  operation  here 
he/ore  it  was  adopted  by  the  Slate  of  Maine,  is  more  faithfully  enforced 
than  formerly;  and  the  people,  from  principle,  are  becoming  more  tem- 
perate. At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Temperance  So- 
ciety we  were  much  rejoiced  to  see  the  principal  chief  take  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  total  abstinence  and  the  temperance  society.  The 
old  gentleman,  whose  head  is  silvered  over  with  seventy  winters,  arose 
and  warmly  addressed  the  audience  in  behalf  of  the  cause.  He  told 
us  that  he  had  coine  to  sign  the  pledge — not  on  his  own  account,  for  he 
drank  nothing,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  cause  of  temperance.  He  greatly 
deplored  the  evils  of  intemperance  as  the  greatest  curse  to  his  people. 
He  then  put  his  name  to  the  pledge,  and  called  upon  others  to  do 
likewise. 

We  are  also  permitted  to  see  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  displayed 
in  the  salvation  of  sinners  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  The  people 
generally  are  well  disposed  to  the  Christian  religion,  and  readily  assent 
to  its  truths.  The  church  at  this  station  is  gradually  increasing  in 
numbers  and  intelligence.  Ten  natives  have  been  added  to  the  church 
during  the  year  on  profession  of  their  faith.  Considerable  interest  is 
also  manifested  at  Choska,  ten  miles  distant,  where  I  preach  once  in 
three  weeks. 

Something  has  also  been  done  in  increasing  the  means  of  imparting 
religious  instruction  to  the  Creeks.  A  second  edition  of  the  Creek 
hymn-book,  improved  and  enlarged,  has  been  published,  and  meets 
with  general  approbation.  Several  persons  are  engaged  in  the  transla- 
tion of  the  gospel  of  Matthew,  and  we  hope  soon  to  have  a  part  of  it 
published  for  their  own  use. 

Hoping,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  will  be  instrumental  in  the  accom* 


H.  Doc.  1.  397 

plishment  of  much  good  for  this  interesting  people,  I  remain,  with  much 
respect,  yours  truly, 

R.  M.  LONGBRIDGE. 
Col.  Wm.  H.  Garrett,  Creek  Agent* 


No.  60. 


KowETAH  Mission,  Creek  Nation, 

August  24,  1853. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Havingheard  to-day  that  you  desired  a  report  of  the 
Kowetah  manual  labor  boarding  school,  I  hastily  send  you  the  follow- 
ing brief  report : 

Last  fall  the  school  was  commenced,  after  the  usual  vacation,  with 
more  than  thirty  boarding  scholars.  But  on  account  of  the  failure  of 
health  of  some  of  the  missionaries,  in  a  few  weeks  it  was  reduced  to 
twenty-two  or  twenty-three  boarding  scholars  and  a  few  day  scholars. 
After  being  thus  reduced,  it  was  continued,  with  the  exception  of  three 
weeks'  vacation  in  the  spring,  until  the  8th  of  the  present  month.  It 
Was  then  dismissed  for  tne  usual  summer  vacation. 

Most  of  the  scholars  have  been  sometime  in  school,  and  their  dili- 
gence, both  in  studying  and  at  work,  has  been  quite  satisfactory.  Their 
conduct  has  been  very  good,  and  they  are  quite  contented  to  engage  in 
manual  labor.  They  often  go  to  work  with  alacrity,  as  if  it  was  a 
pleasure  rather  than  a  task.  Some  have  a  great  desire  to  obtain 
knowledge,  and  are  easily  encouraged  to  continue  diligently  at  their 
studies.  Morning  and  evening  the  boys  were  engaged  in  various  kinds 
of  work  on  the  farm  and  in  the  garden,  and  the  girls  were  engaged  in 
household  duties.  In  school  they  were  reading  and  writing,  and  study- 
ing geography,  English  giammar,  arithmetic,  natural  philosophy,  and 
history.  In  all  these  studies  some  have  made  considerable  progress, 
and  are  indulging  the  hope  of  some  day  teaching  their  fellow-men. 
They  also  generally  express  a  concern  respecting  preparation  for  the 
world  to  come.  Six  natives  have  been  received  into  the  church  the 
past  year. 

Yours,  truly, 

WM.  H.  TEMPLETON,  Sypt. 

Col.  Wm.  H.  Garrett,  Creek  Agent. 


No.  61. 


HiLLABEE,  Creek  Nation,  September  1,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  receive  the  following  as  my  annual  school  re- 
port for  the  school  under  my  charge  at  this  place : 

Since  my  last  annual  report  to  your  predecessor  my  health  has  been 
80  impaired  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  give  my  school  that 
attention  that  duty  required.  Being  now  better  enabled  to  attend  to 
my  charge,  I  shall  resume  my  labors  with  double  diligence. 
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In  regard  to  the  condition  and  progress  of  my  charge,  I  have  to  say 
that  it  is  truly  encouraging.  My  school  discipline  is  strict,  yet  enforced 
with  that  caution  and  mildness  as  to  insure  respect  and  obedience.  The 
studies  now  pursued  are  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geogra- 
phy, grammar,  and  history,  and  the  progress  made  is  highly  flattering. 

There  are  about  40  pupils  under  my  charge;  and  I  regret  here  to 
state  that  the  negligence  of  the  parents  in  enforcina;  the  attendance  of 
children  more  regularly  at  school,  is  not  only  discouraging  to  the 
teacher,  but  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  pupil.  I  trust,  however,  that 
in  future  there  will  be  a  full  attendance  and  a  deeper  anxiety  to  im- 
prove their  minds. 

Animated,  sir,  with  a  strong  desire  to  impart  instruction  to  the  heathen 
youth,  I  trust,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Divine  Giver  of  all  good  and  per- 
fect gifts,  that  the  labor  that  has  been  bestowed  may  prove  not  only  a 
lasting  benefit  to  those  who  have  and  may  receive  it,  but  that  they  may 
be  enabled  to  impart  it  to  others  more  benighted  than  themselves. 

The  contractor  for  a  school-house  for  this  district  has  furnished  me 
with  a  very  suitable  house,  pleasantly  situated,  and  with  every  conve- 
nience that  is  required. 

In  a  few  days  I  shall  resume  my  labors,  which,  by  Divine  assistance, 
I  shall  prosecute  with  double  ardor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  WATSON. 

Col.  William  Garrett, 

Creek  Agent. 


No.  62. 


Dear  Sir;  The  Tuckabatche  government  school  closed,  July  12th, 
with  80  pupils,  about  the  average  attendance,  after  a  session  of  ten 
months.  During  that  time  several  classes  advanced  from  lower  to 
higher  studies.  The  brandies  taught  were  spelling,  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  English  grammar,  history,  and  scripture  lessons. 
The  females  are  taught  sewing  daily.  This  department  is  proving  of 
great  advantage  to  the  pupils.  They  learn  not  only  to  make  their  own 
apparel,  but  also  the  clothes  of  their  parents  and  brothers.  The  ad- 
vantage of  this  department  is  seen  in  the  community  wherever  these 
schools  are  established. 

The  government  schools,  located  in  various  parts  of  the  nation,  are 

Iiroving  an  advantage  to  the  people.  Indians  acquire  as  much  know- 
edge  from  observation  as  any  people.  Hence,  if  suitable  persons  are 
secured  for  these  schools,  their  example  will  be  of  the  greatest  benefit. 
I  have  noticed  among  the  tribes  that  where  a  correct,  intelligent  white 
family  reside,  around  that  family  the  Indians  dress  with  more  taste, 
have  better  farms,  and  more  of  the  comforts  of  life,  than  other  commu- 
nities. Among  Indians,  as  well  as  other  people,  there  are  those  who 
do  not  favor  manual  labor  schools.  They  prefer  having  their  children 
at  home  out  of  school  hours.  Having  the  two  kind  of  schools,  I  much 
hope  they  will  be  continued,  as  there  are  advantages,  many  and  great, 
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which  Indian  youth  will  receive  from  them.  The  nation  much  need 
the  few  schools  they  now  have,  as  the  candid  observer  will  admit.  For 
it  is  evident  to  any  person  in  the  Indian  territory  that  schools,  con- 
ducted on  Christian  principles,  and  where  pure  Christianity  is  made 
known,  and  the  Bible,  pure  as  it  came  from  the  hand  of  God,  is  taught, 
schools  conducted  in  this  way  are  the  hope,  and  the  only  hope,  of  the 
Indian  tribes  becoming  a  civilized  people,  prepared  to  take  a  suitable 
place  in  the  great  republic. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  L.  HAY,  Teacher. 
Col.  Wm.  H.  Garrett, 

U.  S.  Agent  for  Creeks. 


No.  63. 


Seminole  Agency,  C.  N., 

September  1,  1853. 

Sir  :  The  very  recent  period  at  which  I  came  into  oflSce  will,  I 
doubt  not,  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  any  deficiencies  that  may  occur 
in  the  annual  report  it  devolves  upon  me  to  make,  under  the  regulations 
of  the  department,  from  this  agency. 

My  appointment  took  effect  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  I  immediately 
repaired  to  my  agency  and  entered  upon  the  duties  thereof. 

The  Seminoles  continue  their  friendly  relations  with  all  other  tribes ; 
and  nothing  has  occurred,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  whites,  at  all 
unsatisfactory  or  requiring  particular  notice. 

The  personal  condition  of  the  Seminoles  has  undergone  no  change 
worthy  of  remark.  From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  their  num- 
bers appear  to  contain  near  the  same  as  heretofore — say  about  2,600. 
The  crops  this  year  are  unusually  small,  yet  I  presume  there  will  be 
sufficient  for  their  subsistence,  should  the  Indians  use  proper  economy. 

There  is  some  disposition  shown  by  th#  Seminoles  to  have  their 
children  educated,  and  have  one  missionaiy  establishment  in  this 
nation,  under  charge  of  the  Rev.  John  Lilley.  The  number  of  pupils 
I  am  unapprized  of,  as  he  has  not  as  yet  made  any  report  to  me. 
Whisky,  I  regret  to  say,  is  still  introduced  and  used  by  the  Seminoles, 
but  not  in  so  large  quantities  as  heretofore,  as  I  am  informed. 

Their  unwillingness  to  submit  to  Creek  laws,  or  Creek  authority, 
still  continues,  and  there  is  at  present  the  appearance  of  a  difficulty 
between  them  and  the  Creeks  in  regard  to  tne  right  of  trial  of  some 
negroes  belonging  to  the  Seminoles.  The  Creeks  claiming  the  right 
of  having  the  matter  investigated  by  and  through  the  Creek  council, 
whilst  the  Seminoles  claim  the  right  of  settling  the  same  by  their  own 
laws. 

As  regards  their  wish  and  feeling  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  Semi- 
noles in  Florida,  I  need  only  refer  you  to  the  report  of  my  predecessor 
for  the  year  1S5I,  as  they  express  and  entertain  the  same  views  and 
opinions  at  the  present  time. 
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The  Seminoles  have  nol  as  yet  received  their  annuity  for  the  year 
1852 ;  the  cause  for  which  I  am  not  fully  advised. 

The  public  smith-shop  was  discontinued  on  the  1st  of  July  last. 
On  my  arrival  at  this  agency  I  found  the  buildings  to  consist  of  three 
log  cabins — one  an  office,  a  warehouse,  and  a  third  for  a  dwelling- 
house;  all  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  and  unfit  to  be  occupied.  I 
would  therefore  respectfully  ask  for  authority  to  make  such  repaira 
and  improvements  as  would  make  them  comfortable. 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  H.  8MITHSON, 
Sub-agent  Seminole  Indians. 
Hon.  Thomas  S.  Drew, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Van  Buren^  Arkansas* 


No.  64. 


Chickasaw  Aoenct, 

August  29j  1853. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  office,  I  hereby 
transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  a  statement  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians. 

I  arrived  here  on  last  November  with  the  funds  belonging  to  this 
tribe.  I  paid  the  annuity  in  the  month  of  December  last,  amounting 
to  $70,635,  and  turned  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  nation  the  funds- 
all  the  balance  of  the  annual  remittance — for  the  national  school  and 
blacksmith  purposes,  amounting  in  all  to  $83,000.  During  the  month 
of  May  last  I  was  placed  in  possession  of  other  funds  for  the  agency, 
for  which  I  have  accounted  to  the  department,  which  will  be  seen  by 
referring  to  my  account  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  June  last. 

You  will  find,  on  examination,  that  there  is  now  a  balance  on  hand, 
for  the  present  quarter,  of  $696  11.  The  amount  of  $300,  received  for 
the  repairs  of  the  agency,^will  be  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  the 
building,  as  it  is  in  a  most  dilapidated  condition;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  an  act  of  economy  to  build  a  new  agency  altogether, 
rather  than  attempt  to  repair  the  old  one.  An  appropriation  of  a  sum 
sufficient  to  build  a  new  agency  would  be  a  wise  act  on  the  part  of 
the  government.  Five  or  six  thousand  dollars  would  be  ample  for  this 
purpose,  as  it  should  be  built  of  stone  or  brick  and  made  substantiaL 

Little  remains  for  an  agent  to  do  in  this  agency,  as  you  will  perceive 
that  they  (the  Chickasaws)  disburse  all  of  their  own  fund — such  as 
school,  blacksmith ;  and  have  taken  on  themselves  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  their  own  fiscal  affairs.  This  relieves  the  agent  of  consider- 
able responsibility,  and  it  will  show  whether  the  Chickasaws  are  capa- 
ble of  managing  their  own  affairs.  The  council  seems  to  be  composed 
of  intelligent  men ;  and  the  experiment  of  two  or  three  years  will  show 
that  they  are  fully  capable  of  managing  their  own  affairs,  subject  to 
the  supervisory  control  of  the  United  States  government. 

The  only  persons,  therefore,  in  the  immediate  employ  of  the  Dnhed 

ates  government  are  the  agent  and  interpreter.    The  report  of  the 
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Rev,  Mr.  Robinson  shows  that  the  academy  under  his  superintendence 
is  in  prosperity  at  present,  although  the  boys  have  had  a  severe  scourg- 
ing of  disease.  There  seems  to  be  very  little  cause  of  disease  in  this  cli- 
mate and  country,  but  there  is  great  complaint  bf  sickness.  My  family 
have  all  been  sick ;  I  have  had  two  attacks  of  fever,  and  am  not  now 
fit  for  any  sort  of  business  that  requires  brains.  The  crops  this  year 
are  very  beautiful  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  besides  a  large  quan- 
tity of  last  year's  crop  of  corn  being  on  hand.  A  railroad  would  be 
of  great  profit  to  the  Chickasaws  of  this  part  of  the  nation,  as  it  would 
enable  them  to  throw  their  crops  in  the  market,  and  would  stimulate 
them  to  greater  exertions.  They  seem  to  have  caught  the  fire  of  the 
civilized  portion  of  the  world  in  this  respect — for  money.  They  are 
entirely  an  agricultural  people,  and  inclined  to  industrious  habits ;  they 
raise  a  great  many  cattle,  and  horses,  and  hogs.  Pork,  which  last  year 
was  worth  fi-om  ten  to  twelve  cents  per  pound,  can  be  had  this  year 
for  two  or  three  cents.  There  are  several  mills  and  gins  on  Red 
river,  besides  some  few  scattered  about  in  the  interior  of  the  nation. 
They  would  be  a  happy  and  contented  people  if  they  were  severed 
from  the  Choctaws ;  and  you  will  see,  by  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  me,  that  they  are  without  hope  in  this  respect  unless  the 
government  comes  to  their  relief.  Since  their  meeting  at  Doaksville,. 
lor  the  purpose  of  making  some  arrangement  with  the  Choctaws,  I 
have  had  a  correspondence  with  Col.  Cooper,  the  Choctaw  agent,  oil 
this  subject,  and  am  glad  to  see  that  he  entertains  the  matter  in  a  proper 
spirit,  although  he,  as  Choctaw  agent,  would  be  the  referee  in  case  of 
disagreement  between  the  two  tribes.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that 
the  position  of  the  Choctaw  agent  is  changed  in  the  premises,  as  he  is. 
no  longer  the  superintendent,  on  which  account  I  have  no  doubt  he  was 
made  the  referee  in  the  primary  proceedings,  the  President  being  the 
ultimate  arbiter  between  the  two  tribes.  The  communication  of  the 
acting  commissioner  did  not  reach  here  in  time  to  have  its  proper  effect 
on  the  commissioners  at  Doaksville,  as  some  had  left  the  place  before 
its  arrival.  The  Choctaws  seem  to  be  very  obstinate  in  their  position, 
underrating  the  pretensions  of  the  Chickasaws  altogether,  and  scouting 
the  idea  of  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  government. 
But,  say  the  Chickasaws,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States,  the  common 
guardian,  to  interfere,  and  see  that  the  weak  are  protected  from  the  op- 

gressions  of  the  strong;  and  the  very  article  of  the  treaty  that  made  the 
^resident  the  referee  presumed  the  possibihty,  and  even  probability,. 
of  his  being  required  as  such.  Now  the  time  has  arrivecl ;  the  issue 
has  been  made,  and  the  President  is  required  by  the  treaty  to  decide 
what  shall  be  done.  The  Choctaws  have  treated  the  Chickasaws  withi 
contempt;  they  have  refused  to  co  even  into  a  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of  their  difficulties,  after  having  agreed  to  meet  them  at  Doaks- 
ville for  that  purpose.  Does  not  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Choc- 
taw commissioners  call  for  the  interposition  of  the  united  States  gov- 
ernment, to  force  them,  if  necessary,  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and 
to  keep  their  faith  with  their  border  brethren?  Nothing  looks  more 
natursu. 

The  oil  springs  in  this  nation  are  attracting  considerable  attention, 
as  they  are  said  to  be  a  remedy  for  all  chronic  diseases*.    Rheumatism. 

26 
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Stands  no  chance  at  all,  and  the  worst  cases  of  dropsy  yield  to  its  efifects. 
The  fact  is,  that  it  cures  anything  that  has  been  tried.  A  great  many 
Texans  visit  these  springs,  and  some  from  Arkansas.  They  are  situ- 
ated at  the  foot  of  the  Wichita  mountains  on  Washita  river,  and  also 
on  Red  river.  There  is  one  or  two  of  great  medicinal  properties. 
The  minerals  of  this  country  will  be  found  to  be  very  valuame.  Coal, 
copper,  and  salt  are  found  in  sufficient  quantities  to  warrant  the  belief 
that,  with  proper  management,  they  would  be  valuable.  The  fact  is, 
this  is  a  great  country,  and  requires  only  labor,  properly  directed,  to 
bring  it  to  a  very  high  standard  of  value ;  and,  from  what  I  can  see,  I 
would  think  that  the  people  are  disposed  to  do  right  in  the  management 
of  their  affairs,  and  I  would  not  be  surprised  to  see  them  offering  their 
vacant  lands  to  the  United  States  government  for  railroad  stocks, 
or  some  other  solid  basis  of  income.  It  would  be  the  surest  source  of 
wealth  to  them,  as  they  have  more  territory  than  would  be  required  for 
such  a  number  of  people,  there  being  only  4,709  Chickasaws  according 
to  the  last  census — men,  women,  and  children.  There  are  at  present 
four  licensed  trading  houses  in  the  nation,  besides  a  great  many  belong- 
ing to  the  Indians.  There  is  still  some  complaint  in  tne  western  portion 
of  the  nation  on  account  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  other  Indians  than 
the  Chickasaws  of  ardent  spirits,  although  a  great  quantity  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  light-horse  during  the  present  year.  The  Kickapoas, 
Caddoes,  Creeks,  and  Seminoles  are  said  to  be  the  principal  Indians  in 
this  business.  It  is  so  easy  for  them  to  go  to  the  little  towns  in  Texas 
on  the  Red  river,  buy  their  whisky,  go  up  the  Red  river  to  some  unin- 
habited part  of  the  country,  cross  over  to  the  Canadian,  where  they 
generally  dispose  of  it  to  any  person  that  wants  it.  This  whisky 
trade  cannot  be  altogether  suppressed  until  the  several  States  adjoining 
the  Indian  territory  shall  pass  such  laws  as  will  prevent  the  sale  of 
ardent  spirits  altogether ;  which  event,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  not  far  dis- 
tant. For,  of  all  the  unreasonable  articles  of  commerce,  there  is  none 
so  destructive  of  the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind,  white  and  red, 
ail  king  alcohol.  It  is  more  particularly  the  bane  of  the  Indian,  as  it 
is  more  sought  after  by  them,  and  because  it  is  prohibited  to  them  by 
the  laws  jof  the  country.  Deny  one  man  a  privilege  and  grant  it  to 
another,  and  a  great  outciy  is  raised  against  the  autnorities.  If  liquw 
was  prohibited  to  the  white  men  as  well  as  to  the  Indians,  they  would 
not  have  so  great  a  desire  for  it.  For  as  they  are  on  the  road  to  civili- 
zation, and  that  seems  to  be  a  great  object  of  the  government,  they 
naturally  want  to  imitate  their  civilized  brethren  in  all  their  accomplish- 
ments— such  as  dress,  religion,  drinking  whisky,  and  all  other  con- 
comitants of  civilization. 

The  company  of  mounted  artillery  now  at  this  post,  under  the  com 
mand  of  Major  Hunt,  might  be  very  useful  in  suppressing  this  most  un- 
fortunate of  traffics,  and  I  will  live  in  hope  to  see  it  strangled  by  the 
universal  acclamation  of  the  American  people.  Such  is  the  condition 
of  the  Chickasaw  nation.  They  are  a  proud  people,  and  desire  to  be 
like  their  white  brethren  in  arts  and  occupations,  and  every  encourage* 
ment  should  be  given  them  by  their  guardian,  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment. My  bad  health,  and  that  of  my  family,  has  prevented  me 
from  being  more  minute  in  the  details  and  statistics  of  the  nation ;  but 
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you  may  rest  assured  that  no  person  ever  lived  among  the  Indians  who 
was  more  zealous  for  their  welfare  and  happiness  than  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

A.  J.  SMITHf  Chiclujuaw  Agent. 
To  the  Hon.  G.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washington^  D.  C. 


No.  65.  ~  •  ^ 

CmCKASAW  M.  L.  AcADBMTy 

August  18,  1863. 

Sir:  As  another  year  is  drawing  to  its  close,  it- becomes  my  duty  to 
render  to  you,  as  the  proper  agent  of  the  United  Slates  government, 
the  annual  report  of  this  institution. 

The  past  has  been  a  year  of  checkered  events — 3.  mixture  of  pros- 
perity and  adversity ;  vet  we  are  deeply  conscious  that,  whatever  our 
afflictions  have  been,  they  were  directed  by  infinite  wisdom  and  good- 
ness. It  therefore  becomes  us  to  bow  in  submission,  and  adore  the  hand 
that  holds  the  rod,  though  it  may  be  one  of  chastisement.  Our  afflic- 
tion of  typhoid  pneumonia,  with  which  we  were  visited  last  winter, 
was  stated  at  length  in  my  report  for  the  second  quarter,  and  I  will  not 
trouble  you  with  its  gloomy  recital  here ;  but  will  here  record  my 
gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift  that  the  hand  of 
the  destroyer  was  speedily  stayea.  The  cloud  of  gloom  passed  away, 
and  health  and  vigor  were  restored.  Our  scholars  and  teachers,  with 
renewed  energy,  entered  upon  their  duties,  and  pursued  them  unre- 
mittingly till  the  close  of  the  session,  which,  by  the  direction  of  the 
trustees,  was  on  the  first  Friday,  (first  day  of  July.) 

Some  ten  days  previous  to  the  close  of  the  session,  the  trustees,  at 
my  request,  met  and  carefully  examined  tlie  school,  class  by  class, 
until  the  whole  was  gone  through  with,  and  expressed  their  high  appro- 
bation of  the  improvement  made.  At  the  close,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
friends  and  visitors,  we  had  a  public  examination,  which,  I  believe, 

gave  entire  satisfaction.  Oiu:  scholars  returned  home  cheerful  and 
appy,  with  countenances  flushed  with  health,  and  improved  by  intel- 
ligence. They  had  done  well  at  their  books,  and  also  in  the  various 
departments  of  manual  labor.  Each  one  that  could  read  took  with 
him  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament. 

Our  school  having  been  changed  by  the  council,  at  their  last  annual 
session,  from  that  of  a  mixed  to  one  entirely  male,  the  places  of  the 
females  were  supplied  by  new  scholars,  mere  beginners ;  and,  owing 
to  the  establishment  of  their  schools  by  the  Chickasaws,  many  of  our 
former  scholars  went  to  them,  in  their  own  neighborhood;  so  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  school  last  year  were  beginners,  though  many  of 
them  grown,  knowing  neither  letters  nor  the  English  language,  and 
little  of  civilization;  but  it  must  be  confessed,  by  all  that  knew  them, 
that  a  great  change  was  effected  in  their  entire  character.  Many  of 
them  seemed  to  be  entirely  different  beings;  they  evinced  a  most  ardent 
thirst  for  improvement,  and  could  rarely  be  satisfied  without  a  book  in 
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hand.  We  hope  we  shall  be  permitted  to  build  on  this  foundation 
without  further  change.  The  studies  pursued  were  spelling  and  read- 
ing, by  all;  arithmetic,  eighteen;  geography,  five;  English  grammar, 
seven ;  writing,  forty. 

Our  Sunday  school  constituted  a  most  interesting  part  of  our  duty, 
one  in  which  the  scholars  took  great  delight  and  realized  great  profit 
It  formed  a  subject  of  striking  contrast  to  have  collected  together  a 
number  of  Indian  youth,  hearing  and  eagerly  receiving  instructions 
from  the  book  of  God,  while  others  of  their  people  were  thronging  by 
to  their  ball  plays,  and  other  wicked  carousals.  Truly,  we  then  fell 
that  we  were  doing  the  Lord's  work  in  a  heathen  land. 

In  common  with  many  others,  we  suffered  the  consequences  of  a 
disastrous  flood  which  occurred  early  in  the  summer.  In  the  space  of 
a  few  hours  the  streams  rose  from  low  water  to  many  feet  higher  than 
had  ever  been  known  before.  Our  mill  was  greatly  damaged,  and  the 
cornfield  laid  many  feet  under  water,  and  a  great  part  of  the  fence 
swept  away.  Our  loss  in  all  was  not  less  than  S2,000.  The  mill  we 
have  partially  repaired,  and  replaced  the  fence,  and,  by  care,  have 
been  able  to  save  the  corn.  Our  agricultural  operations  have  been 
successful.  We  have  a  good  crop  of  the  various  kinds  of  grain,  as 
wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  corn,  peas,  and  general  garden  vegetables.  Our 
stock  also,  in  general,  have  done  well.  We  have  just  finished  burning 
about  170,000  brick,  for  the  purpose  of  an  additional  building — one 
three  stories  high,  fifty-two  feet  long,  and  twenty-two  wide,  having  six 
rooms  nineteen  feet  square  in  the  clear,  with  a  fire-place  in  each,  and 
two  small  bed-rooms  cut  off  the  halls  of  the  second  and  third  stories. 
The  new  mill  stands  directly  across  at  the  south  end  of  the  old  build- 
ing ;  the  length  of  the  new  being  equal  to  the  breadth  of  the  old,  and 
forming  a  front  at  right  angles  with  it.  We  have  also  dug  a  well,  fifty 
feet  deep,  in  the  yard,  which  supplies  us  with  excellent  water;  and 
also  erected  a  horse-power  for  general  purposes. 

Thus,  sir,  have  We  been  laboring  and  suffering  through  the  year  that 
is  past  for  the  benefit  of  this  people,  and  we  are  cheered  to  know  that 
our  labor  has  not  been  in  vain.  To  see  that,  in  the  cloud  of  intellectual 
and  moral  darkness  with  which  these  people  axe  enveloped,  there  is  a 
parting  gradually  increasing,  through  which  are  penetrating  the  bright 
rays  of  tlie  sun  of  righteousness.  May  they  deeply  enter  every  heart, 
especially  of  our  youth,  until,  transformed  into  the  same  glorious  bright- 
ness, they  may  go  forth  amongst  their  people  as  irradiating  flames  of 
divine  truth,  enlightening,  blessing,  and  being  ever  blessed. 
I  am,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

J.  C.  ROBINS9N, 

Stij)erifU€ndent^ 

Colonel  Smith, 

U.  5.  Agent  for  the  ChicJcasaws. 
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No.  66. 

Choctaw  Agency,  West  Arkansas, 

September  3,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  compliance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  bureau: 

I  arrived  at  this  agency  on  the  2d  day  of  June  last,  and  on  the  4th 
entered  upon  the  duties  assigned  me. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  a  small  party  of  Choctaws,  who  had  but  re- 
cently emigrated  from  Mississippi,  waiting  to  be  paid  off,  and  witWn  a 
few  days  another  small  party  presented  themselves.  During  the  past 
spring  about  388  Choctaws  have  been  removed  to  this  nation  from 
the  old  Choctaw  country  east,  but  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  number 
have  returned  to  their  former  homes. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  they  should  thus  forego  the  advan- 
tages held  out  here  oi  a  permanent  abiding  place  in  their  own  country 
and  under  their  own  laws. 

The  system  of  emigration  tried  for  several  years  past,  under  which 
all  persons  were  at  liberty  to  conduct  parties  of  emigrants  to  this 
agency  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  has  signally  failed  to 
accomplish  the  wishes  of  the  government. 

It  is  believed  in  many  instances  the  emigrators  actually  contracted 
with  the  Indians  to  take  them  back  to  their  old  homes,  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  at  the  expense  of  those  having  claims  upon  the  United 
States  due  and  payable  at  this  office. 

I  would  respectfiilly  suggest  that  some  State  legislation,  ^by  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Alabama,)  in  aid  of  the  United  States,  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  enable  agents  of  the  government  to  accompUsh 
the  removal,  and  permanent  settlement  west,  of  the  wandering  Indians 
DOW  within  their  jurisdiction. 

I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  visit  all  the  schools  in  this  agency, 
and  have  attended  but  one  public  examination  of  the  pupils — ^that  of  the 
female  academy  called  •*New  Hope,"  near  this  point. 

The  children  and  young  ladies  acquitted  themselves  very  creditably, 
comparing  favorably  with  scholars  at  similar  institutions  in  the  States. 

I  think  the  children  give  evidence  of  capacity  for  learning  fully 
equal  to  the  standard  among  the  whites. 

The  Choctaw  public  schools  are  under  the  control  and  management 
of  the  national  council  and  school  trustees. 

There  are  nine  seminaries  in  the  nation  supported  in  part  by  sums 
secured  by  treaty  for  educational  purposes,  in  part  by  the  interest 
arising  from  the  Chickasaw  fund  invested  under  the  convention  con- 
cluded at  Doaksville  in  January,  1837,  between  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  tribes,  and  in  part  by  contributions  from  missionary 
societies. 

The  aggregate  amount  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  public 
schools  is  $26,000,  distributed  under  the  care  and  superintendence  of 
missionaries,  viz ; 

To  Armstrong  academy,  under  the  care  of  the  American  In- 
dian Mission  Association $2,900 
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Norwalk  school,  under  the  care  of  the  American  Board  of 

Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions $300 

Spence  academy,  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions 6,000 

Fort  Coffee  and  New  Hope  academies,  Missionary  Society 

of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South 6,000 

Kousha    female    seminary,   under    care   of  the    American 

Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 6,000 

lyah-nubbee  female  seminary,  under  care  of  the  American 

Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 1,600 

Chuahla  female  seminary,  under  the  care  of  the  American 

Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 1,600 

Wheelock  female  seminary,  under  the  care  of  the  American 

Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 1,600 

26,000 


In  addition  to  the  above,  $1,000  is  contributed  by  the  missionary 
boards  of  different  denominations  of  Christians  to  the  institutions  under 
their  care. 

1  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  precisely  the  total  number  educated 
at  these  schools,  but  think  the  average  is  not  over  five  hundred  per 
annum,  at  a  cost,  including  board,  lodging  and  clothing,  of,  say  about 
sixty  dollars  to  each  pupil. 

The  labor  of  the  students  on  the  farms  connected  with  the  male 
academies,  and  the  needle-work  at  the  female  seminaries,  is  not  taken 
into  account.  The  missionaries  connected  with  these  schools  are  assi- 
duous in  their  duties  among  the  people,  and  we  have  reason  to  hope 
their  labors  have  been  abundantly  blessed.  The  cause  of  christiamty 
seems  to  be  steadily  progressive  among  the  Indians  of  this  nation. 

For  information  m  detail  concerning  schools  and  academies,  reference 
is  made  to  reports  from  superintendents,  herewith  enclosed.  I  will 
remark,  however,  that  common  or  neighborhood  schools  are  greatly 
needed,  in  order  that  the  mass  of  Choctaw  children  may  at  least  be 
taught  to  read  and  write. 

The  academies  are  justly  the  pride  of  this  nation,  and  deserve  the 
fostering  care  of  its  national  council ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  cause 
of  education  would  be  rapidly  advanced  if  aid  were  extended  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
common  schools  among  the  Indians.  These  primary  schools  should^ 
and  soon  would,  furnish  pupils  for  the  academies  and  high  schools. 

There  is  a  lamentable  deficiency  among  the  Indians  in  knowledge  of 
the  mechanic  arts,  although  they  are  taught,  to  a  limited  extent^  at 
some  of  the  schools.  A  lew  well-ordered  shops,  under  the  care  of 
artisans  of  skill  and  merit,  where  Choctaw  youths  could  be  appren- 
ticed and  taught  trades,  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  the  people. 

Agriculture  is  discouraged  in  some  localities  for  want  of  black  smith 
shops  to  repau-  and  keep  in  order  implements  of  husbandry  ;  but,  not- 
withstanding, I  am  gratified  to  learn  the  production  of  com  within  this 
agency  will  be  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  people. 

The  Choctaws  are  scattered  over  large  districts  of  country,  reaching 
from  the  Arkansas  State  line  to  the  Canadian  river,  and  the  line   u: 
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the  Chickasaw  district,  and  from  Red  to  Arkansas  river.  It  is  there- 
fore difficult  to  present  a  correct  estimate  of  the  numbers  of  the  tribe ; 
but  I  believe  ine  number  is  not  far  from  fifteen  thousand,  most  of 
whon>  are  engaged  in  agriculture.  The  principal  products  are  com, 
oats,  and  cotton.  Some  wheat  is  grown,  and  I  incline  to  the  opinion 
that  it  will  soon  be  the  favorite  crop.  This  country  offers  very  great 
facilities  for  the  culture  of  grain  and  the  raising  of  stock  of  every  de- 
solation. 

The  territory  belonging  to  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  who  live 
under  the  same  ffovemment,  is  very  extensive,  spreading  out  west  to 
the  one  hundredth  degree  of  longitude,  between  the  Red  and  Canadian 
rivers.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  it  is  embraced  in  what  is  called  the 
"  Chickasaw  district"  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  owned  in  common  by 
the  two  tribes,  as  agreed  in  their  convention  of  1837. 

I  regret  to  say  some  disagreement  has  taken  place  as  to  the  construc- 
tion 01  that  treaty,  which  nas  in  turn  given  rise  to  other  matters  of 
controversy  ;  but  I  am  led  to  believe  all  questions  in  dispute  between 
them  will  be  referred  to  commissioners  appointed  by  the  respective 
tribes,  and,  I  hope,  amicably  and  satisfactorily  settled  by  them. 

The  Choctaw  Indians  are  peaceable  and  easily  governed.  They 
have  ever  been  noted  for  their  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the  United 
States.  The  only  disturbances  among  them  grow  out  of  the  facility 
^th  which  intoxicating  liquors  are  obtained  along  the  lines  bordering 
upon  Arkansas  and  Texas.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  penalties 
attached  by  law  to  the  introduction  of  spirits  into  the  Indian  country, 
lar^e  quantities  find  their  Way  in  and  are  consumed.  The  utmost 
vigilance  of  United  States  agents  and  troops,  aided  by  the  Indian 
authorities,  are  wholly  inadequate  to  its  prevention,  and  will  be,  so 
long  as  numerous  groggeries  are  tolerated  along  the  border,  where  the 
Indians  can  go  and  buy  and  drink.  State  interposition  should  be  in- 
voked to  prohibit  the  sale  or  giving  away  liquor  to  the  Indians.  It 
may  be  regarded  as  an  invidious  distinction,  but  it  is  a  necessary  one 
for  the  Indian. 

The  Choctaws  have  organized  for  themselves  a  regular  government 
under  a  written  constitution.  The  powers  of  the  government  are 
divided  into  three  separate  and  distinct  departments — the  legislative, 
judicial,  and  executive. 

The  laws  are  enacted  in  the  name  of  the  "General  Council  of  the 
Choctaw  nation,"  and  are  regularly  printed  and  pubUshed.  The  legis- 
lative branch  is  divided  into  a  "  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives." 
The  nation  consists  of  four  districts,  (including  the  Chickasaws,)  from 
€$ach  of  which  are  chosen  four  senators  every  two  years.  The  House 
of  Representatives  consists  of  one  member  for  every  thousand  inhabi- 
tants in  each  district,  and  one  representative  from  each  district  having 
a  firactional  number  exceeding  five  hundred. 

The  judicial  consists  of  a  supreme  national  court,  district  courts,  and 
county  courts.  The  judges  are  elected  for  the  supreme  and  district 
courts  by  the  council,  and  hold  their  offices,  the  former  for  four  and  the 
latter  for  two  years.  The  judges  of  the  county  courts  are  elected  by 
thepeople. 

The  executive  consists  of  four  district  chiefs  elected  by  the  people* 
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The  people  evince  great  interest  in  the  courts,  and  thpir  judgments 
are  promptly  carried  into  effect  by  the  "light-horse"  or  sherifis  of  the 
districts. 

But  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  those  in  authority  to  put  fi  stop 
to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  for  the  reason  before  given  their  efforts  are 
unavailing. 

The  health  of  the  Choctaw  people,  I  learn,  is  at  this  time  generally 
good.  The  winter  seems  to  be  the  season  when  disease  mostly  pre- 
vails in  this  region,  no  doubt  owing  to  exposure,  and  cold,  uncomforta- 
ble houses. 

The  United  Stales  could  not  confer  a  greater  boon  upon  the  Indians 
than  by  holding  out  encouragement  in  some  way  for  the  location  of 
scientific  physicians  among  them.  Thousands  die  for  want  of  proper 
medical  advice  and  medicine. 

The  short  time  since  I  came  among  the  people  embraced  within  the 
limits  of  this  agency,  and  the  fact  that  tne  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties of  my  office  have  confined  me  closely  at  this  place,  so  that  it  has 
been  out  of  my  power  to  inform  myself  fully  aiS  to  their  wants  and 
necessities,  will,  I  hope,  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  this  imperfect  com- 
munication. 

Referring  to  accompanying  papers  for  information  in  detail  upon 
some  of  the  points  adverted  to  iu  the  foregoing, 
1  remain,  very  respectftiUy, 

DOUGLAS  H.  COOPER,  Agent  for  Choctaw. 

To  Hon.  Thos.  S.  Drew, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Van  Bureuj  Arkanms. 


No.  67. 


Iyanubi  Female  Seminary, 
Stockbridge,  Choctaw  Nation^  June  30,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  consequence  of  failure  in  securing  a  teacher,  the 
school  did  not  commence  till  January  26. 

The  number  of  girls  received,  holding  tickets  as  appropriation  schol- 
ars, is  31.     The  number  admitted  as  day  scholars  is  10. 

The  chairman  of  the  trustees  was  present  at  the  opening  of  the 
school,  and  attended  its  examination  on  tne  22d  of  June.  He  expressed 
himself  as  happily  disappointed  in  the  general  appearance  of  the  schol- 
ars. Considering  the  shortness  of  the  session,  ne  was  gratified  with 
the  evident  progress  and  improvement  made. 

While  the  trustee  above  was  of  the  opinion  that  some  who  had  failed 
to  make  such  advances  as  might  be  righthiUy  expected  of  them  should 
be  excluded  from  the  school,  he  expressed  a  willingness  and  a  desire 
that  others  who  have  made  good  attainments  should  have  the  benefit 
of  the  school  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  them.  In  these 
views  the  teacher  and  the  undersigned  fully  accord. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JASON  D.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Superintendent  Iyanubi  SchooL 

D.  H.  Cooper,  Esq. 
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No.  68. 

NoRWALK,  Choctaw  Nation, 

August  9,  1863, 

Dear  Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  Nor- 
walk  school,  for  the  year  which  closed  July  7  of  this  year: 

During  the  last  year,  our  excellent  friend  and  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  A.  Wright,  was  taken  from  us  by  death ;  and  although  I  have  been 
connected  with  the  school  for  the  last  three  years,  this  is  the  first  time 
the  duty  has  fallen  upon  me  to  make  out  a  report  of  the  school. 

The  number  of  boys  boarded  in  the  family  was  21 ;  day  scholars,  2 
rc^lar  and  3  irregular;  making  26  in  all. 

The  boys  have  made,  we  think,  commendable  progress  in  their  studies, 
and  we  have  found  but  little  difficulty  in  controlling  them,  and  generally 
they  have  manifested  a  willingness  to  do  any  kind,  of  work  required  of 
them. 

The  studies  of  the  school  were  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
Enghsh  grammar,  geography,  natural  philosophy,  and  Bible  history, 

Mr.  Harris,  the  teacher,  has  labored  to  have  the  pupils  understand 
their  several  branches  of  study,  so  that  they  can  make  a  practical  use 
of  what  they  have  studied. 

We  have  had  regular  work  hours  for  the  boys,  and  have  given  them 
such  instruction  in  farming  and  gardening  as  was  adapted  to  their 
several  ages. 

We  have  tried  to  have  them  form  habits  of  industry,  so  that  they  may 
be  useful  to  their  people,  and  provide  for  themselves  when  thej'^  grow 
up.  We  have  also  encouragea  the  boys  to  labor,  by  paying  them  for 
iwrork  done  in  play  hours.  This  they  have  generally  done  readily,  and 
some  of  them  have  done  much  towards  clothing  themselves  in  this  way. 

Many  of  the  people  in  our  vicinity  are  industrious  and  useful  citi- 
eens^  while  others,  though  the  minor  part,  care  for  little  but  to  have 
food  and  clothes. 

Intemperance  is  not  so  common  as  it  was  when  I  first  came  to  Nor- 
walk,  three  years  ago. 

The  corn  crop  last  year  was  an  abundant  supply  for  the  country, 
and  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  good  harvest  this  year. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

EDWIN  LATHROP, 

Supt.  ofHorwalk  SchooL 

D.  H.  Cooper, 

Choctaw  Agency. 


No.  69. 


Wheblock,  Choctaw  Nation 

Avgvst  12,  1863. 

Sir  Tit  having  pleased  the  all-wise  Disposer  of  events  to  take 
from  this  world  of  sorrow  to  the  rest  and  rewards  of  the  righteous  in 
heaven,  the  Rev.  Alfred  Wright,  superintendent  of  the  Wheelock  fe- 
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male  school,  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  forward  a  report  of  the 
school  for  the  year  ending  July,  1S63. 

This  is  one  of  the  four  female  schools,  viz:  Wheelock,  ChuaUa, 
lyanubia,  and  Koonsha,  established  by  the  General  Council  of  the 
Choctaw  nation,  at  their  session  November,  1842,  and  placed  by  them 
under  the  care  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreigo 
Missions. 

The  Wheelock  school  went  into  operation,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  school  act,  in  May,  1843 ;  from  that  time  it  haw  been  continued, 
and  the  results  have  been,  on  the  whole,  very  gratifying.  As  in  schools 
everywhere,  some  have  disappointed  our  expectations,  but  the  greater 
part  of  those  who  have  been  pupils  have  done  well,  and  are  exerting 
a  good  influence.  The  largest  number  of  scholars  during  the  past  year 
has  been  48,  average  attendance,  42 ;  24  of  this  number  are  boarded 
from  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  school — 3  of  whom  are  orphans — and 
have  also  been  clothed.    Of  the  remainder,  some  were  boarded  by  their 

f)arents  and  other  friends,  or  by  the  station,  and  a  few  were  day  scholars, 
iving  in  the  neighborhood.  Most  of  the  pupils  are  young,  but  three  of 
them  being  over  14  years  of  sige. 

The  studies  pursued  have  been  the  same  as  reported  in  previous 
years,  with  the  addition  of  Brewer's  Guide  to  Science  and  a  small  work 
on  physiology.  The  desire  is  to  teach  well  the  usual  branches,  as  spell* 
ing,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography,  and  composi- 
tion, and  then  advance  the  pupil  to  higher  studies  as  they  are  able  to 
bear  it.  The  Bible  is  daily  read  and  studied,  and  great  pains  taken  to 
convince  the  pupils  that  they  are  not  merely  intellectual,  but  moral 
and  accountable  beings ;  and  hence  the  inculcation  of  divine  truth  is 
made  prominent. 

From  five  to  six  hours  are  spent  in  study  in  the  school-room ;  the  rest 
of  the  day  is  devoted  to  knitting,  needle-work,  plain  and  ornamental, 
and  the  cutting,  fitting,  and  making  of  garments  for  themselves  and 
others.  Great  importance  is  attached  to  the  forming  of  habits  of  indus- 
try, neatness,  order,  and  decorum,  and  to  acquiring  a  practical  know- 
ledge of  household  duties.  These,  if  practised,  will  enaole  them  in  afker 
life  to  exert  a  healthy  and  elevating  mfluence. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Dana,  for  the  past  five  years  the  indefatigable  and  suc- 
cessful senior  teacher  of  this  school,  has  been  compelled  by  declining 
health  to  resign.  Efforts  are  making  to  supply  her  place.  Miss  Bige- 
low  remains  at  present  the  only  teacner  in  tne  school  room. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  pastor  for  the  Wheelock  church  will  soon  be  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  place  left  vacant  by  the  lamented  decease  of  the  Rev. 
Alfred  Wright,  who  will  also  be  the  superintendent  of  this  school. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  paying  a  passing  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  a  most  useful  and  successful  missionary.  Mr.  Wright  was 
a  native  of  Columbia,  Connecticut,  and  was  born  March  1,  178& 
He  received  his  collegiate  education  at  Williams  college,  Mass.,  com- 
menced the  study  of  theology  in  Andover,  Massachusetts,  but  was  com- 
pelled by  ill-health  to  go  south,  where  he  was  Ucensed  and  ordained  to  the 
work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  In  December,  1820,  he  joined  the  mission 
to  the  Choctaws,  and  has  been  for  thirty-three  years  devoted  to  his  work. 
He  found  them  without  a  written  language,  without  the  instruction  and 
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restraints  of  the  gospel,  without  written  laws,  and  with  but  few  of  the 
usages  and  habits  of  civilized  life.  Amid  many  hindrances  and  diflS- 
culties  he  learned  the  language,  assisted  in  reducing  it  to  writing,  and 
translated  and  published  some  sixty  books  and  tracts  in  the  Choctaw 
language  for  the  use  of  those  who  can  never  learn  English.  He  also 
translated  and  printed  the  New  Testament  and  six  books  of  the  Old 
Testament.  Besides,  he  was  the  only  physician  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  his  calls  in  sickly  seasons  amounting  to  fifteen  or  twenty  cases 
daily.  He  was  also  superintendent  of  the  schools  at  Wheelock  and 
Norwalk,  and  had  a  large  pastoral  charge.  From  the  time  the  Whee- 
lock church  was  organized  in  this  country,  in  December,  1832,  till  his 
decease,  in  March,  1853,  he  had  been  permitted  to  receive  to  the  com- 
munion and  fellowship  of  this  church  five  hundred  and  seventy  members. 

As  a  man,  Mr.  Wright  was  prudent  in  counsel,  sound  in  judgment, 
firm  in  purpose,  steady  in  action,  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  scriptural,  earnest,  and  practical 
As  a  Christian,  uniform  and  consistent,  humble  and  devout.  Ad  a 
translator,  cautious,  investigating,  and  accurate.  His  life  was  a  bless- 
ing and  his  death  is  a  loss  to  his  family,  to  his  people,  and  to  the 
church.  He  is  mourned  for  by  the  Choctaws  as  a  father,  and  such  has 
he  been  to  them  in  affection,  in  counsel,  and  in  unwearied  effort  for 
their  best  good. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  B.  WRIGHT. 

D.  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

£7.  S.  Agent  to  Choctaws* 


No.  70. 


Pine  Ridge,  August  15, 1853. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  July  10,  I  herewith  enclose 
the  report  of  the  Chuahla  female  boarding  school  for  the  year  ending 
July,  1863. 

The  following  persons  are  employed  at  the  seminary : 

C.  Kingsbury,  superintendent. 

Mrs.  Kingsbury. 

Miss  Harriet  Goulding,  teacher. 

Miss  Hannah  Bennett,  teacher  of  girls,  when  out  of  school,  in  needle- 
work. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Libby,  farmer. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  the  past  term  has  been  forty.  Twenty- 
nine  of  them  boarded  in  our  family,  and  were  under  our  constant  care 
and  instruction.  The  other  eleven  were  day  scholars,  boarding  with 
their  parents.  Eight  of  the  latter  for  three  months  attended  a  private 
school  near  their  homes.  With  this  exception  the  attention  of  all  has 
been  constant  at  the  seminary. 

The  improvement  and  deportment  of  the  pupils  has  generally  been 
good.     The  following  are  the  studies  to  whicn  they  attended  : 

In  geography,  24;  arithmetic,  25;  grammar,  10;  philosophy,  2; 
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physiology,  15;  Watts  on  the  Mind,  6;  assembly  catechism,  30; 
17  wrote ;  10  wrote  short  pieces  of  their  own  composition. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  scholars  are  quite  young.  Only  fourteen 
have  been  in  school  over  two  terms ;  nine  entered  the  last  term.  At 
the  close  all  could  read  in  the  testament,  and  all  recited  a  verse  from 
memory  at  family  worship- 
In  geography,  fifteen  went  through  and  reviewed  Fowle's  common 
school  geography. 

In  ai'ithmetic,  at  the  close  of  the  term,  nine  were  in  reduction,  three 
in  fractions,  two  in  interest,  and  one  in  compound  proportion. 

In  Wells'  grammar,  Olmstead's  philosophy,  and  Mrs.  Taylor's  physi- 
ology, the  classes  went  through  their  respective  books. 

Twentj^-four  could  recite  the  whole  of  the  assembly  catechism  cor- 
rectly. 

All  the  pupils  of  the  seminary,  together  with  other  children  of  the 
neighborhood,  attended  a  Sabbath  school. 

Three  of  the  older  girls,  for  whose  board  and  tuition  no  pay  was  re- 
ceived, assisted  Mrs.  Kingsbury  in  the  kitchen  and  dining-room  when 
out  of  school.  The  smaller  girls  alternately,  two  or  three  at  a  time, 
were  also  employed  as  assistants  in  the  same  labors. 

The  larger  number  of  girls  were  employed,  when  out  of  school, 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Bennett,  and  received  a  thorough  training 
in  the  use  of  the  needle  and  other  branches  of  domestic  labor. 

During  the  term  that  has  just  closed,  besides  their  own  clothing,  they 
made,  with  the  assistance  of  Miss  Bennett,  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
pairs  of  pantaloons,  sixty-two  shirts,  (twenty  of  them  fine,)  nine  coats, 
three  vests,  eleven  ladies'  dresses,  four  bed  quilts,  and  thirty-seveji 
other  smaller  garments,  and  knit  nineteen  pairs  of  socks ;  besides  doing 
their  own  washing,  mending.  Sec. 

We  regard  the  training  of  these  children  to  habits  of  industry  as  a 
very  important  part  of  their  education. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  formed  a  benevolent  society,  and  the  labor 
of  one  afternoon  every  two  weeks  is  devoted  to  some  object  of  benevo- 
lence. The  proceeds  of  this  work  the  past  term  were  about  forty  dol- 
lars. The  examination  of  the  school  was  on  the  6th  of  July,  and  so  far 
as  I  know  gave  general  satisfaction.  Miss  (Jouldinghas  endeavored  to 
give  her  pupils  thorough  instruction  as  far  as  they  went,  and  in  those 
branches  which  would  be  to  them  most  useful. 

Mr.  Libby,  who  came  among  us  last  June,  has  rendered  important 
assistance  in  labors  on  the  farm,  and  in  attending  to  the  regular  con- 
cerns of  the  school.  As  I  am  often  called  to  preach  at  distant  places,  his 
aervices  were  much  needed  and  have  been  nighly  useful. 

The  church  and  congregation  under  my  care  have,  the  first  year, 
erected  a  very  neat  and  comfortable  house  of  worship,  which  is  finished 
with  the  exception  of  outside  painting. 

The  whole  expense,  including  a  bell  weighing  three  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  has  been  about  sixteen  hundred  dollars ;  most  of  which 
has  been  paid  by  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  built.  The  people 
have  also  manifested  a  good  degree  of  liberality  towards  other  oojectt. 
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To  the  American  board,  which  for  more  than  thirty-five 
years   has   so  liberally  sustained  missions   and   schools 

among  the  Choctaws,  they  have  given $273  40 

To  the  Bible  society 10  60 

Home  missionary  society 25  00 

Tract  society ]6  60 

To  miscellaneous  objects 84  00 

409  40 


Doaksville,  one  mile  from  the  school,  is  quite  a  village,  and  a  place 
of  considerable  business.  It  is  one  mile  from  Fort  Towson,  and  but 
six  miles  from  Red  river ;  and  yet  it  is  seldom  that  any  person  is  seen 
drinking  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  people  in  the  country  around  are  generally  farmers,  and  raise 
large  quantities  of  corn,  sweet  potatoes,  oats,  &c.,  and  some  wheat ;  on 
a  few  plantations  large  crops  of  cotton  are  growing. 

I  have  two  churches  under  my  care — ^Pine  Ridge,  at  Doaksville,  and 
Mayhew,  on  the  Boggy.  To  these  churches  fifteen  have  been  added 
the  past  year  on  examination,  and  two  by  letter.  In  both  churches 
there  are  ninety  members. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  KINGSBURY, 
Superintendent  ofChuaMa  Female  Seminary. 

To  Douglas  H.  Cooper,  Esq.,  * 

Oioctaw  Agent. 


No.  71. 


Armstrong  Academy,  August  15,  1853. 

Dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  indisposition,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
forward  a  report  of  this  school  until  the  present  time. 

This  institution  is  supported  in  part  by  an  appropriation  from  the 
nation,  ($2,900,)  and  in  part  by  the  American  Indian  Mission  Associa- 
tion, ($1,000,)  whose  board  is  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

The  following  persons  compose  the  mission  family:  Rev.  R.  D. 
Potts,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Potts,  Rev.  Andrew  G.  Moffat,  Mrs.  Eliza  Moffat, 
Miss  Tabitha  Chenoweth.  The  school  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moffatt;  and,  during  the  past  session,  consisted  of  forty- 
six  male  pupils,  who  were  boarded  and  clothed  by  the  institution. 

The  following  studies  have  been  pursued,  viz :  first  class,  Davie's 
geometry,  philosophy,  EngUsh  grammar,  reading,  writing,  and  spell- 
ing; second  class,  philosophy,  English  grammar,  algebra,  reading, 
writing,  and  spelling;  third,  arithmetic  as  far  as  progression  of  series, 
geography,  reading,  writing,  and  spelling;  fourth,  arithmetic  as  far  as 
analysis,  geography,  reading,  writing,  and  speUing;  fifth,  arithmetic  as 
far  as  fractions,  geography,  reading,  writing,  and  speUing;  sixth,  geo- 
graphy, reading,  writing,  and  spelling;  seventh,  McGuflfey's  second 


414  H.    Doc.  1. 

reader  and  spelling-book;  eighth,  McGufiey's  first  reader  and  spelling- 
book;  ninth,  spelling-book. 

The  capacity  of  the  students  for  receiving  instruction  is  equal  to  that 
rf  the  whites,  and  they  have  exhibited  a  commendable  improvement 
in  every  branch  studied.  When  we  lake  into  consideration  the  difficul- 
ties they  have  to  encounter  in  acquiring  a  foreign  language,  they  cer- 
tainly are  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  improvement  made  by  them* 

In  addition  to  the  studies  pursued  in  school,  the  students  have  de- 
voted a  part  of  their  time  to  working  on  the  farm.  We  have  about  a 
hundred  acres  in  cultivation,  which  has  been  worked  by  the  students, 
with  the  assistance  of  one  person  to  direct  their  labors.  We  have  as 
the  result  of  the  present  year's  labor  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
bushels  of  wheat,  three  hundred  bushels  of  oats,  and  fifty  acres  of 
com,  which  promise  a  good  crop,  with  a  sufficiency  of  vegetables  for 
our  use.  Since  the  first  year  of  this  school  we  have  raised  a  suffi- 
ciency of  corn,  vegetables,  &c.,  for  our  use,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  when  crops  were  short  throughout  the  country.  We  have  every 
year  been  able  to  funiish  a  part  of  our  meat,  and  we  have  the  prospect 
of  having  nearly  enough  for  the  coming  year. 

The  students  have  made  good  progress  in  their  manner  of  doing  their 
work. 

Our  labors  have  not  been  confined  entirely  to  the  school,  but  we 
have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians  the  truths 
of  the  Christian  rchgion,  ^ucation,  and  the  necessity  of  cultivating 
habits  of  industry;  and,  with  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  I 
would  state  that  our  labors  have  not  been  in  vain.  Many  of  them,  we 
trust,  are  humble  and  devoted  Christians;  the  desire  for  educating 
their  children  is  on  the  increase ;  and  habits  of  industry  are  taking  the 
place  of  former  customs,  and  neatness  and  order  prevail  to  a  much 
greater  extent  in  famiUes  than  formerly.  The  worsnip  of  God  is  reg- 
ularly maintained  in  every  family  professing  the  religion  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

The  prospect  for  crops  in  this  neighborhood  is  good.  The  people 
will  raise  a  sufficiency  for  their  consumption. 

When  I  look  back  to  what  this  people  were  nineteen  years  ago  and 
what  they  are  at  present,  I  can  adopt  the  language  of  inspiration  and 
say:  "What  hath  God  wrought." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Yours,  truly, 

RAMSAY  D.  POTTS. 

Mr.  Douglas  H.  Cooper, 

Agent  fur  ChoctawB. 


No.  72. 


Spencer  Academy,  Augwt  22,  1863* 

Dear  Sir:  I  submit  to  you,  with  pleasure,  the  following  report  of 
Spencer  academy  for  the  year  ending  July  6,  1853.    The  last  session 
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commenced  October  6th,  and  continued  without  any  interruption  until 
the  6th  July,  the  time  appointed  by  the  trustees  for  its  close. 

The  mission  family,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  session,  consisted 
of  the  following  persons : 

Rev.  Alexander  Reid,  superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Reid. 

Rev.  John  Edwards,  teacher,  and  Mrs.  Edwards. 

Rev.  Reuben  Lourie,  teacher. 

Mr.  George  Ainslie,  teacher,  and  Mrs.  Ainslie. 

Mr.  Edmond  Evans,  farmer,  and  Mrs.  Evans. 

Mr.  John  Reid,  sen.,  assistant. 

Mr.  Truman  H.  Judson,  assistant. 

Mr.  John  Reid,  jr.,  mechanic. 

Miss  E.  L.  Morrison,  seamstress. 

Miss  M.  Colton,  seamstress. 

Miss  Janet  Farquharson,  assistant  in  kitchen. 

Miss  Isabella  Reid,  assistant  in  kitchen. 

Three  black  women  in  wash-house. 

One  black  man  as  teamster. 

The  health  of  the  mission  family  was  very  good  for  the  most  part 
of  the  time. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  July,  my  brother,  John  Reid,  sen., 
departed  this  life,  after  an  illness  of  only  six  days.  Our  pupils,  I  am 
happy  to  report,  enjoyed  unusually  good  health  through  the  whole  ses- 
sion— ^not  one  of  our  numerous  boys  were  taken  from  us  by  death. 

The  whole  number  of  boys  connected  with  the  institution  last  ses- 
sion was  141.  Of  this  number  102  were  with  us  the  previous  term, 
and  39  entered  for  the  first  time.  The  largest  number  present  at  one 
time  was  135.  This  was  in  the  month  of  November.  No  new  scholars 
were  received  after  the  1st  of  December.  Of  the  whole  number  of 
scholars  connected  with  the  institution  during  the  session,  110  were 
on  the  public  appropriation,  and  31  were  beneficiaries  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions. 

The  plan  of  carrying  on  instructions  of  the  boys  in  distinct  divisions 
or  schools,  adopted  four  years  ago,  is  still  continued.  Each  division  is 
composed  of  about  the  same  number  of  boys,  as  nearly  alike  as  pos- 
sible in  age  and  literary  attainments,  and  is  under  the  sole  direction  of 
one  teacher. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  second  quarter,  January  1,  1853,  the 
whole  number  of  pupils  in  actual  attendance  was  132,  connected  with 
the  dififerent  divisions  as  follows : 

First  division — Teacher,  George  Ainslie 31 

Second  "                "        J.  Edwards 34 

Third     "                "        A.Reid 32 

Fourth  "                "        R.Lourie 35 

Total 132 


We  will  now  give  a  brief  account  of  the  studies  of  each  division 
separately. 
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First  division. 

This  division  embraces  our  oldest  and  most  advanced  boys.  They 
are  between  fifteen  and  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  have  been  connected 
with  the  institution  between  three  and  six  years. 

The  studies  of  this  division,  the  number  of  boys  attending  to  each 
study,  with  text-books  used  in  their  instruction,  were  as  follows : 

First  class  in  scripture  reading.  31  Old  Testament. 

Second do do 17  New  Testament. 

First  class  reading,  spelling,  and 

defining 14  Eclectic  fourth  reader. 

Second do do 17  Eclectic  third  reader. 

Class  in  Choctaw  defining .31  Choctaw  definer. 

Class  in  Ejiglish  defining 14  Walker's  dictionary. 

Class  in  arithmetic,  (oral  and 

written) 31  Davie's  and  Colburne's. 

Class  in  Enghsh  grammar 14  Campbell's  grammar. 

Class  in  astronomy 11  Smith's  illustrated  astronomy. 

Class  in  geography 12  Morse's  geography  and  atlas. 

Class  in  algebra 5  Davie's. 

Class  in  English  composition . .  31 
Class  in  vocal  music 31 

The  first  division,  considering  the  difficulties  arising  from  their  im- 
perfect knowledge  of  the  language  of  their  text-books,  have  advanced 
as  rapidly  as  could  reasonably  have  been  expected.  Even  yet  their 
knowledge  of  the  EngUsh  language  is  confined  within  narrow  limits. 
They  can  all  read  English  in  the  main  correctly;  but  they  do  not  under- 
stand all  they  read.  They  all  write  with  neatness,  and  some  of  them 
with  elegance.  All  of  them  can  cipher  some;  most  of  them  can 
figure  through  the  four  fundamental  rules  very  expertly. 

A  few  of  thern  find  themselves  at  home  anywhere  between  the 
lK)ards  of  Davie's  arithmetic — new  edition.  With  some  of  the  studies 
above  mentioned  their  acquaintaince  is  not  very  extensive.  On  the 
whole,  their  attainments  are  creditable  to  themselves  and  encouraging 
to  us.  Though  perhaps  our  too  sanguine  expectations,  respeciinff  those 
who  have  the  longest  enjoyed  the  precious  privileges  of  the  institutioDf 
have  not  been  fully  realized,  enough  has  been  realized  to  repay  us  for 
all  the  pains  bestowed  upon  them  m  time  past,  and  to  encourage  us  to 
labor  with  increasing  dikgence  for  their  further  improvement  in  time  to 
come. 

Second  division. 

The  boys  in  this  division  are  between  twelve  and  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  have  been  in  school  fi-om  two  to  four  years.  Their  studies 
are  reading,  spelling,  defining,  writing,  arithmetic,  history  of  the  United 
States,  English  grammar,  Bible  history,  eclectic  second  and  third  read- 
ers, Choctaw  definer,  practical  spelhng  book,  Campbell's  grammar, 
Goodrich's  Histonr  of  the  United  States,  and  Baldwin's  table  book. 
The  boys  in  this  division  receive  daily  instruction  both  in  English  and 
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in  Choctaw,  They  were  frequendy  exercised  in  translating  Choctaw 
into  English,  and  English  into  Choctaw.  Much  pains  were  taken  to 
lay  a  good  foundation  for  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 
guage. We  think  the  attainment  of  this  most  desirable  end  will  be 
greatly  facilitated  by  a  free  use  of  the  Choctaw  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  course  of  study.  Some  of  the  boys  in  this  division  are  among  our 
most  promising  scholars.     We  have  high  hopes  of  them. 

Third  division. 

The  boys  in  this  division  are  between  ten  and  thirteen  years  of  age, 
and  have  been  in  school  from  one  to  three  years.  Their  studies  are 
reading,  spelling,  defining,  writing,  geography,  arithmetic,  catechism. 
Bible  history,  and  vocal  music.  Text  books :  the  Bible,  Lovell's  first 
and  second  books,  Choctaw  definer,  pictorial  definer,  Smith's  geo 
graphy,  Pelton's  outline  maps,  and  Baldwin's  table  book. 

The  boys  in  this  division  have  made  commendable  progress  in  the 
studies  above  mentioned,  particularly  geography.  Most  of  them  read 
English  pretty  well,  and  quite  a  number  understand  a  good  part  of 
what  they  read.  The  younger  boys  are,  in  general,  the  most  advanced 
in  their  studies,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  English  language.  These, 
doubtless,  will  become  good  scholars,  if  they  live  and  continue  in 
schooL 

Fourth  division. 

The  boys  in  this  division  are  between  seven  and  twelve  years  of 
age.  Twenty-nine  entered  school  this  session  for  the  first  time,  and 
six  were  in  the  school  the  session  before.  The  new  boys,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  did  not  know  A  from  B,  nor  understand  one  word  of 
English.  Six  weeks  of  hard  work  put  them  in  full  possession  of  the 
alphabet.  They  were  then  drilled  in  easy  reading  and  spelling,  in 
English  and  Choctaw.  By  the  first  of  January  thirteen  could  read  quite 
readily  in  words  of  four  syllables,  and  give  the  meaning  of  many  words 
in  the  lesson  in  Choctaw.  They  could  also  read  and  spell,  some  in  the 
Choctaw  spelling  book,  and  give  the  meaning  of  many  Choctaw  words 
in  English.  The  translation  of  English  into  Choctaw,  and  Choctaw 
into  English,  formed  a  part  of  every  reading  and  spelling  lesson.  In 
the  preparation  of  the  lesson,  their  teacher  was  their  dictionary.  The 
whole  of  this  division  received  daily  instruction  in  writing  during  the 
most  part  of  the  session.  Of  this  exercise  they  were  very  fond,  and 
made  commendable  progress.  A  portion  of  every  day  was  employed 
in  singing  hymns,  both  in  Choctaw  and  English.  Even  before  they 
were  able  to  read,  they  committed  to  memory  several  hymns  from  oral 
instruction.  The  evening  in  the  sitting  room  was.,  spent  chiefly  in  sing- 
ing, of  which  they  were  exceedingly  Ibnd.  It  was  most  gratifying  to 
witness  the  attainments  made  by  these  little  fellows  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  English  in  the  course  of  a  single  session.  What  has  already 
been  accomplished  gives  cheeiing  promise  of  good  scholarship  in  due 
course  of  time. 

Besides  the  knowledge  derived  icom  books,  we  also  endeavor  to 
27 
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impart  to  our  pupils  correct  and  elevated  views  of  the  dignity  and 
manifold  advantages,  individual  and  national,  of  labor.     By  every 
means  at  our  command  we  endeavor  to  convince  them  of  the  import- 
ance of  forming,  in  early  life,  the  habit  of  skilfiiUy  and  diligently  labor- 
ing with  their  hands  at  some  useful  and  honorable  employment;  know- 
ing well  that  upon  the  formation  of  such  habits  in  the  plastic  period  of 
youth  in  a  great  measure  depends  their  respectability  and  liappiness  as 
members  of  society,  as  well  as  their  eminence  and  usefulness  as  citi- 
zens of  the  State.     Accordingly,  all  our  pupils  devote  a  portion  of  every 
day  to  some  kind  of  manual  labor.    Daily,  at  the  ringing  of  the  work- 
bell,  all  our  boys,  from  the  oldest  to  the  youngest,  go  out  to  work,  under 
the  direction  of  their  teachers,  as  regularly  and  as  punct  lally  as  they 
go  into  the  school-rooms  at  the  ringing  of  the  school-bell.    And  the 
teachers  do  not  merely  oversee  the  boys  while  at  work;  they  actually 
work  themselves  with  their  boys,  faithfully  and  laboriously,  and  so 
secure  a  diligent  and  steady  application  to  the  work  in  hand  during  the 
appointed  time,  not  only  by  the  influence  of  their  presence  and  author- 
ity, but  also  by  the  more  potent  influence  of  their  own  example.  Three 
years  ago,  in  a  communication  to  the  trustees,  we  used  the  following 
language  on  this  subject :  **  The  formation  of  industrious  habits  by  our 

Eupils  we  deem  of  the  utmost  importance  to  their  future  welfiire  and 
appiness.  If  they  do  not  form  habits  of  industry  when  they  are 
young,  they  will  never  form  them.  We  have,  therefore,  required  the 
boys  to  work  two  or  three  hours  every  day.  Neither  labor  nor  expense 
will  be  spared  in  teaching  the  boys  how  to  work.  Unless  the  rising 
generation  are  taught  to  work,  the  education  which  they  receive  in  the 
schools  will  prove  to  them  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing."  Such  was 
our  estimation  of  the  importance  of  manual  labor  three  years  ago,  and 
such  is  our  estimation  still.  We  therefore  plead  not  guilty  of  having 
"  in  a  great  measure  lost  sight  of  one  of  the  objects  for  which  the  insti- 
tution was  established — ^manual  labor." 

Five  different  times  in  the  course  of  the  session  we  were  favored 
with  visits  from  some  one  of  the  trustees.  Mr.  N.  Cochaurun  visited 
the  school  in  November,  Captain  N.  Gardiner  in  February,  Col.  Pitch- 
lyn  in  April,  the  Rev.  Israel  Folsom  in  May,  and  Captain  Gardiner 
again  in  June,  the  time  of  the  iSnal  examination.  On  each  of  these  oc- 
casions ample  opportunities  were  afforded  the  trustees  for  a  carefti 
scrutiny  into  the  condition  of  the  institution.  Much  time  was  spent  in 
the  school-rooms  listening  to  the  recitations  of  the  various  classes.  The 
results  of  these  repeated  examinations  were  highly  satisfactory  to  our 
worthy  trustees.  Hoping  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at 
Spencer, 

I  remain  yours,  very  truly, 

ALEXANDER  REID. 
DouQLAs  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

Agent  for  the  Choctata. 
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No.  73. 

Good  Water,  August  22,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  iitstructions  some  time  since, 
and  should  have  answered  it  at  an  earlier  date  had  not  ill  health  pre- 
vented. I  hope  that  my  report  will  be  in  time  to  answer  all  your  pur- 
poses, and  that  it  will  be  satisfactory* 

This  seminary  is  located  in  Pushmataha  district,  about  ten  miles 
southwest  of  Fort  Towson,  in  the  forks  of  Red  river  and  Kaiamichi, 
about  four  miles  from  either  river,  and  nine  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
Kaiamichi.  There  have  been  connected  with  this  school  and  station 
the  following  persons,  viz: 

£.  HotcUkin,  aged  fifty  years,  bom  in  Massachusetts. 

Mrs.  P.  T.  Hotchkin,  aged  fifty  years,  born  in  Massachusetts. 

Miss  Mary  M.  Curtis,  aged  thirty-one  years,  born  in  Massachusetts. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Backus,  aged  forty  years,  born  in  Connecticut. 

Miss  Catharine  Fay,  aged  thirty-one  years,  born  in  Ohio. 

Miss  M.  H.  Hotchkin,  aged  twenty-one  years,  bom  in  Choctaw 
nation. 

John  J.  Hotchkin,  aged  twenty-seven  years,  bom  in  Massachusetts. 

Misses  Curtis  and  Backus  have  taught  the  schools.  Miss  Fay  had 
charge  of  the  girls  out  of  school. 

The  last  general  council  changed  the  character  of  this  school  in  some 
respects.  The  object  is  this,  to  give  young  ladies  as  good  and  thorough 
an  education  as  can  be  obtained  in  the  best  seminaries  in  the  United 
States.  This  school  was  started  last  fall,  with  this  end  in  view.  By 
the  suggestion  of  the  leading  men  I  went  on  to  New  England  last  sum- 
mer and  procured  Misses  Curtis  and  Backus  for  this  purpose.  In  fill- 
ing the  school  last  fall  the  trustees  found  it  diflBcult  to  make  out  the 
number  (foi1y)  as  advanced  as  they  could  wish,  and  for  this  reason  they 
were  compelled  to  select  quite  a  number  that  were  former  pupils  in 
this  school.     They  will  probably  be  relieved  from  this  difficulty  this  fall. 

There  have  been  under  the  appropriation  thirty-nine,  day  scholars 
eight;  in  all  forty-seven. 

Miss  Curtis  had  the,  more  advanced  scholars,  twenty-four  in  number 
who  attended  to  theXllowing  branches  of  study : 

Reading,  spelli%  and  defining 24 

Geography 10 

Wells'  English  grammar 24 

History  United  States •  12 

Wattsonthe  Mind 7 

Arithmetic 24 

Universal  history  (Willard's) • 4 

Algebra  (Davis) 6 

Geometry  (Davis) 1 

Moral  science  (Wayland's) 1 

Composition 25 

Drawing 25 

Painting 2 

Bible 26 
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A  large  portion  of  this  school  have  spent  most  of  their  time  in  re- 
\dewing  studies.  This  course  we  thought  best  to  pursue,  in  order  to 
get  a  good  foundation  to  build  upon.  By  adopting  this  course  some  of 
our  pupils  were  disappointefl,  but  they  soon  saw  the  utility  and  necessity 
of  the  case.  And  in  the  advancement  of  the  scholars  in  their  several 
studies,  I  think  general  satisfaction  was  given  to  all  who  were  interested 

Miss  Elizabeth  Backus  had  the  charge  of  the  primary  department, 
and  her  pupils  have  attended  to  the  following  studies : 

Reading,  spelling,  and  defining 22 

Geography • 21 

Arithmetic * 21 

Grammar 21 

Writing ^ 21 

Bible 21 

Jleading  and  spelling 1 

This  school  will  be  a  preparatory  school  for  the  higher  one,  until  we 
can  obtain  from  the  other  schools  in  the  nation  a  sufficient  number  to 
till  both  schools  with  advanced  scholars. 

This  has  been  a  year  of  trial;  there  was  no  precedent  to  guide  us  in 
this  nation,  and  many  supposed  that  a  school  of  this  character  could 
not  be  sustained  among  the  Choctaws;  but  we  are  now  prepared  to  say 
that  we  believe  it  can  be  sustained,  and  sustained  with  as  much  respecta- 
bility and  usefulness  as  in  the  United  States. 

The  scholars  in  both  schools  attended  to  plain  and  fancy  needle- 
work, and  some  in  Miss  Curtis'  school  to  drawing  and  painting.  On 
the  day  of  our  examination  we  sold  articles  of  their  manufacture  to  the 
amount  of  $119.  The  school  being  a  missionary  society,  $100  were 
forwarded  to  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, and  the  balance  was  reserved  to  pay  for  the  materials  of  which 
the  articles  were  made. 

The  health  of  the  school  and  family  has  be6n  good  throughout  the 
term.  The  school  lost  not  a  day  of  regular  study  time  during  the  ses- 
sion; and  I  feel  under  obligation  to  say  that  the  fidelity  and  zeal  of  the 
teachers,  both  in  and  out  of  school,  is  above  any  commendation  that  I 
could  bestow. 

The  church. — This  church  has  not  been  blessed  this  year  as  formerly 
with  revivals  of  religion,  yet  the  attendance  on  preaching  has  been 
good,  and  the  number  is  increasing.  This  church  formerly  extended 
over  a  large  space  of  country,  fifty  miles  from  east  to  west,  and  fifteen 
or  twenty  from  north  to  south.  Last  March  it  was  divided  by  natural 
boundaries,  leaving  in  this  church  about  one  hundred  members,  and 
giving  the  Good  Land  church  about  three  huqdred-  The  Rev.  0.  P. 
Stark  has  the  charge  of  that  church.  He  is  now  in  the  northern  States 
on  account  of  ill  health,  and  will  not  return  in  time  to  report  to  you  this 
year. 

If  the  question  was  ever  put  to  me.  What  are  the  best  means  to  use 
in  civilizing  and  christianizmg  a  heathen  people?  I  should  say,  without 
any  hesitation,  preach  to  them  the  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God.  This  is 
the  lever  that  moves  the  whole  machinery  of  improvement.  Religion 
in  the  heart  makes  men  temperate,  and  until  this  is  gained  there  is  but 
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little  done  towards  their  permanent  benefit.  Past  experience  among 
those  who  have  embraced  the  gospel  in  this  nation,  has  established  this 
fact  in  the  minds  of  many  men  who  reside  among  us  and  in  the  neigh- 
boring States. 

My  labors  as  a  minister  have  mostly  been  confined  to  this  station  this 
year ;  I  have  preached  occasionally  elsewhere.  The  elevating  power 
of  the  gospel  is  more  distinctly  seen  than  ever  before ;  and  every  year 
we  behold  the  truth  of  the  Saviour's  words  which  say,  "I  am  the  re- 
surrection and  the  life." 

Temperance, — The  "Maine  law,"  as  passed  by  that  State  some  years 
ago,  has  immortalized  that  section  of  our  country. 

I  think  that  the  Choctaws  are  deserving  of  some  credit,  for  they 
passed  the  same  law  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  have  sustained 
It  ever  since  it  was  passed.  This  year  another  stricture  has  been  added 
to  that  law,  making  it  a  finable  offence  of  $3  to  introduce  any  quan- 
tity of  spirituous  liquors  into  the  nation,  and  on  the  second  offence  the 
fine  is  $5 ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  these  regulations  are  severely 
enforced  in  this  vicinity. 

The  present  chiefs  in  this  part  of  the  nation  set  an  example  worthy 
of  all  praise.  In  fact,  it  is  disreputable  to  drink  Uquor  in  this  vicinity. 
None  do  it  except  the  lowest  class,  and  these  generally  drink  in  Texas. 

"The  drunken  man  is  the  poor  man,"  is  the  proverb  here,  and  this 
being  true,  the  poor  drunkard  gets  but  little  sympathy.  If  he  has 
money  to  buy  liquor,  he  has  it  to  buy  other  things,  or  he  may  go  with- 
out them.  But  there  is  one  reflection  which  I  think  ought  to  awaken 
the  sympathies  of  every  philanthropist,  and  that  is  this:  the  poor 
drunkara  has  to  die.  The  Holy  Spirit  and  ardent  spirits  never  dwell 
in  the  same  bosom  at  the  same  time. 

Industry, — Crops  look  well  in  this  neighborhood.  Corn  that  was 
planted  in  the  early  part  of  March  was  shortened  by  a  drought  that 
occurred  about  the  time  it  was  tasseling.  Wheat  yielded  well,  and 
we  had  a  good  time  for  the  harvest.  Cotton  stands  fair,  though  about 
two  weeks  later  than  usual. 

I  know  of  no  man  who  attempts  to  support  his  family  by  hunting, 
and  I  am  certain  that  the  Indians  on  Red  river  hunt  less  than  their 
white  neighbors  in  Texas. 

Many  of  our  people  are  clad  in  cloth  of  their  own  manufacture.  Pub- 
lic roads  are  now  worked  and  some  bridges  are  made.  Good  substan- 
tial ferry-boats  are  quite  plentiful. 

Almost  every  family  has  some  cows  and  calves;  this  was  not  so  a 
few  years  since. 

There  is  a  slow  and  steady  increase  of  property  among  us,  espe- 
cially among  those  who  have  embraced  the  gospel. 

With  these  remarks  I  submit  my  report,  hopmg  that  you  will  find  it 
convenient  to  visit  this  school  and  station  the  coming  year,  and  render 
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US  your  assistance  in  endeavorins;  to  provide  female  teachers  of  a  high 
order  to  supply  the  necessities  of  this  people. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

EBENEZER  HOTCHKIN, 
8upt.  of  Koanshue  Female  Seminary. 
Douglas  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

Agent  for  Choctaws. 


No.  74. 


Eagletown  p.  O.,  Choctaw  Nation, 

Augfut  23, 1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  heard  of  your  appointment  as  the  a^nt  of  our 
government  to  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Inojans,  I  thought  it  indeed  proper 
for  me  to  write  to  you.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  former  agents  during  the  period  of  about  thirty  years.  I  hope 
it  may  be  so  that  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  this  part 
of  our  nation,  that  we  may  form  a  mutual  acquaintance,  and  that  you 
may  be  able  to  visit  our  schools.  Captain  William  Armstrong  requested 
us  to  write  him  yearly,  and  give  him  some  account  of  our  operations, 
and  of  the  people  and  country  near  our  respective  stations.  It  is,  how- 
ever, but  little  that  I  can  say  to  you  at  this  time.  Ill  health  required 
me  to  leave  the  nation  and  visit  some  of  the  northern  States,  in  May, 
1861.  I  did  not  return  till  last  March;  since  then,  as  my  health  would 
admit,  I  have  been  pursuing  my  usual  course  of  labor  as  a  missionary- 
The  field  assigned  to  me  is  quite  large,  and  my  church  members  are 
widely  scattered.  We  have  on  our  register  between  130  and  140  mem- 
bers. Till  the  close  of  the  year  1862  I  had  the  office  of  suf)erintendent 
rf  the  lyanubbi  female  seminary.  My  health  was  infirm  and  my  other 
labors  were  very  pressing,  and  I  resigned  that  office.  Mr.  Jasen  D. 
Chamberlain  was  appointed  in  my  place.  He  and  his  family,  and  Miss 
Whitcomb,  together  with  Miss  Child,  the  teacher,  reside  at  the  seminary. 
Thirty  scholars  are  boarded  at  the  station.  There  is  now  a  vacation 
in  the  school.  I  wish  to  say  to  you  that  I  think  that  there  is  quite  an 
increase  of  industry  among  the  Choctaws  near  me.  They  have  much 
more  of  the  comforts  of  life  than  they  once  had ;  better  houses,  fences, 
fields,  crops,  garments,  tools,  and  they  have  more  and  better  stock  in 
horses,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.  They  deserve  some  commendation  for 
their  decided  eflJbrts  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  to  live 
according  to  its  rules. 

There  has  been  but  little  fatal  sickness  among  them  since  my  return. 
The  crops  of  corn  and  cotton  this  year  are  very  promising. 

I  wish  to  mention  to  you  that  I  have  residing  m  my  family  Mr.  Wil- 
liam S.  Potter,  a  graduate  of  Williams  college,  Massachusetts,  who  was 
sent  out  here  by  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions,  to  aid  me  in  my  various  missionary  labors. 

Mr.  Theodore  Jones,  from  Texas,  is  now  employed  as  a  hired  inan 
to  work  on  my  farm ;  he  has  been  with  me  about  three  years.  He  is  a 
moral,  worthy  young  man,  and  a  communicant  in  the  Bapdst  church. 
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My  object  in  reporting  these  young  men  is,  that  you  may  give  them  a 
•*  permit,"  or  record  them  in  your  office,  as  persons  who  have  your  ap- 
probation and  protection,  as  members  of  my  family. 

Should  your  business  call  you  this  way,  I  shall  hope  to  welcome  you 
to  our  cabin  and  our  table;  and  may  the  Lord  make  you  an  instrument 
of  great  good  to  the  people  of  the  land. 
Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

CYRUS  BYINGTON. 
Col.  Douglas  H.  Cooper, 

Agent  J  4^.,  of  the  U.  S.  govemmentf  Choctaw  agency. 


No.  76. 


Fort  Coffee,  August  25,  18S3. 

Dear  Sir:  I  embrace  the  present  opportunity  of  furnishing  you  with- 
what  information  I  can  in  reference  to  the  school  here,  and  this  I  do  the 
more  cheerfully  because  the  duty  of  my  office  requires  it,  and  also  be- 
cause you  have  officially  requested  me  to  do  so. 

The  school  commenced,  as  usual,  the  first  of  October  last;  the  boys 
were  in  eaily  in  the  session,  and  the  teachers  entered  upon  their  work 
in  good  spirits  and  with  fair  prospects ;  but,  alas !  our  prosperity  lasted 
but  a  short  season,  for  in  four  weeks  some  32  of  the  ooys  were  pros- 
trated with  the  measles,  in  their  worst  form.  They  all,  nowever,  par- 
tially recovered,  when  whooping-cough,  pneumonia,  and  the  flux  fol- 
lowed. The  scene  was  truly  appalling.  Every  room  was  a  hospital, 
and  the  groans  of  the  sick  and  dying  were  heard  in  every  direction. 
In  vain  did  we  resort  to  physicians  and  medical  aid,  all  was  unavailing; 
and  fcr  four  long  weeks  the  angel  of  death,  with  his  raven  wings, 
hovered  over  us.  The  result  is,  that  12  of  our  beloved  students  were 
buried  at  this  place,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  three  others,  that 
were  taken  away,  have  died ;  making  15  in  all. 

I  was  requested  by  Mr.  McKenney,  the  trustee,  to  suspend  further 
operations  till  the  first  of  January;  this  was  done,  expecting  to  open 
the  school  at  that  time ;  but,  when  January  arrived,  many  of  the  boys 
were  in  bad  health,  and  their  parents  were  opposed  to  their  return  in 
that  condition.  It  was  then  thought  best  to  postpone  altogether  until  the 
time  to  commence  the  next  session,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  improve 
the  buildings,  and  make  some  changes,  for  the  convenience  of  both 
teachers  and  pupils.  Accordingly,  we  have  added  eight  new  fire- 
places to  the  rooms,  and  have  had  them  all  cleaned  and  newly  white- 
washed, and  some  of  the  buUdings  re-covered.  We  have  had  all  the 
farm  cultivated  in  corn  and  oats,  and  have  raised  an  abundant  supply 
for  the  ensuing  year.  We  have  had  in  the  employment  of  the  institu- 
tion three  colored  servants,  and  one  white  man  hired,  Mr.  Jefferson 
Nei^hswanger,  a  young  man  of  good  moral  deportment.  We  have 
cultivated  some  45  acres  in  corn  and  about  30  acres  in  oats.  We  have 
a  good  stock  of  cattle  and  hogs,  that  with  proper  care  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  school.  We  have  also  enclosea  some  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  for  a  winter  pasture,  which  we  think  will  be  of  benefit 
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to  the  stock  in  the  winter  season.  In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say, 
that  every  arrangement  has  been  made  in  our  power  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  session,  which  opens  the  first  Wednesday  in  Oc- 
tober next.  Hoping  that  the  future,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  may  be 
more  prosperous  than  the  past, 

I  subscribe  myself  your  sincere  friend, 

JOHN  HARRELL, 

SupU  Fort  Coffee  Academy. 
Col.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Agent  for  tlie  Choctaws, 


No.  76. 


Choctaw  Nation,  August  29,  1863. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  N.  M.  Talbott,  superintendent,  to 
report  to  you  of  the  New  Hope  female  seminary,  we  submit  a  brief 
report  of  the  school  as  far  as  our  knowledge  extends. 

The  school  suffered  more  last  year  than  at  any  other  time  since 
it  commenced  operations.  In  the  early  part  of  the  session  one  of  their 
beloved  teachers,  Miss  Mary  Talbott,  was  cut  down  by  death,  and,  out 
of  fifty  scholars,  nearly  one-half  of  them  were  taken  down  with  whoop- 
ing-cough and  pneumonia,  four  of  which  died,  and  some  of  them  were 
brought  near  the  brink  of  the  grave,  but  with  untiring  care  of  the  super- 
intendent and  teacher  they  were  recovered. 

Notwithstanding  the  deep  suffering  and  affliction,  the  school  was  not 
neglected.  The  examination  of  the  scholars  in  their  various  studies,  on 
the  7th  July  last,  was  exceedingly  interesting;  they  acquitted  themselves 
remarkably  well,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  their  teachers,  by  the  promp- 
titude and  correctness  with  which  they  performed  the  various  duties 
assigned  them.  We  have  not  time  to  give  a  fiill  detail  of  the  informa- 
tion required  by  the  department. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

THOMSON  McKENNEY, 

Trustee  of  Public  Lands. 
W.  L.  McALISTER, 

P.  E.  Choctaw  District* 
Col.  D.  Cooper, 

Choctaw  Agent. 


No.  77. 


New  Hope  Academy, 

October  1,  1853. 

Sir:  As  it  is  the  usual  custom  and  duty  of  the  superintendents  of 
the  various  schools  belonging  to  the  nation,  and  under  the  charge  of 
Christian  denominations,  to  make  exhibits  of  their  condition  and  pro^- 
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pects,  I  herewith  present  you  with  the  annual  report  of  the  institu- 
tion under  my  supervision. 

We  have  had  a  pleasant  and  peaceful  session,  and  the  progress  of 
the  students,  I  may  safely  say,  caimot  be  surpassed  by  any  previous 
term,  which  was  clearly  and  fully  evidenced  in  the  examination  of  the 
several  classes.  The  text-books  used  are  those  generally  adopted  by 
other  institutions  of  the  nation,  and  which  are  supposed  by  experienced 
and  well-quaUfied  teachers  to  be  suited  in  every  respect  to  the  capa- 
cities of  the  young  learner.  There  were  several  classes  in  arithmetic, 
geography,  grammar  and  astronomy,  that  made  quite  a  display,  and 
in  no  wise  would  have  been  in  the  rear  of  many  of  our  more  favored 
daughters  of  other  lands. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  to  be  mentioned  and  remembered,  and  I  would 
therefore  call  your  attention  to  it  as  one  of  interest,  the  girls  are 
taught  with  eaually  as  much  care  and  success  in  the  domestic  as  in 
the  scientific  aepartment.  We  instruct  the  hands  to  work,  and  work 
properly,  as  well  as  the  mind  to  think,  and  think  properly;  and  in  this 
department  there  are  unmistakable  evidences  of  improvement.  We 
have  many  samples  of  sewing  that  would  (when  we  consider  the 
advantages  of  one  and  the  other)  put  to  the  blush  the  best  efforts  of  the 
practised  finger  of  our  own  daughters,  trained  up  under  the  vig'Jant 
eye  of  our  eastern  seamstresses. 

Permit  me,  sir,  in  the  close  of  this  imperfect  report,  to  say,  that  to 
the  above  departments  of  learning  we  hold  the  higher  branches  of  the 
Christian  rehgion,  which  we  beheve,  after  all,  is  the  only  perpetual 
safeguard  of  the  morals,  the  honor,  and  the  prosperity  of  this  or  any 
other  nation. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  M.  TALBOTT. 

To  Mr.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Agent. 


No.  78. 


Office  of  Supervising  Agent,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 

September  16,  1853. 

Sir  :  In  the  discharge  of  my  official  duty  as  supervising  agent  of  the 
Texas  Indians,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
condition,  wants,  &c.,  of  the  Indians  of  Texas: 

I  notified  you  in  my  last  report  of  the  consultation  had  at  that  date, 
in  San  Antonio,  between  the  three  special  agents  appointed  for  the 
State,  and  of  the  result  of  this  conference. 

In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  then  made,  special  agents 
Hill  and  Howard,  repaired  to  their  several  stations,  and  have  entered 
actively  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties ;  and,  although  I  liave  not 
yet  received  their  official  reports,  I  am  informed  that  the  Indians  in 
their  districts  are  friendly  and  quiet,  and  that  there  has  been  no  dep- 
redations of  any  kind  committed  by  Indians  on  our  frontier  since  the 
date  of  my  last  report. 

Having  learned  that  large  bodies  of  the  Comanches  were  assem- 
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bled  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Colorado  river,  I  left  San  Antonio  on 
the  16th  of  August  last,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Chadboume  on  the  24th 
same  month.  I  found  assembled  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  post  the 
whole  of  the  southern  band  of  Comanches  under  their  principal  chie&, 
San-a-co,  Buffalo  Hump,  Ka-tum-a-si,  Yellow  Wolf,  &c.  1  met  with 
a  very  h-iendly  reception  from  the  whole  band,  and  during  the  time  I 
remamed  with  them,  ten  days,  our  intercourse  was  of  the  most  satis&c- 
tory  character.  I  learned  that  their  northern  bands  were  still  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  our  frontier,  but  would  be  down  early  in  the 
fall ;  I  consequently  made  no  further  effort  to  see  them,  but  appointed 
the  month  of  November  next  to  meet  them  at  Fort  Chadboume. 

The  department  not  having  indicated  the  policy  that  would  be  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  these  Indians,  our  consultation  was  of  a  general  char- 
acter ;  all  subjects  in  which  they  are  interested  were  discussed  freely. 
During  my  stay  with  these  Indians  I  could  discover  nothing  of  any 
hostile  or  warlike  disposition ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
we  shall  have  a  season  of  uninterrupted  peace  on  our  frontier.  I  found 
these  Indians,  as  all  of  the  tribes  in  Texas  are,  with  a  very  scanty  sub- 
sistence, and  no  adequate  means  of  procuring  the  necessaries  of  life. 
Their  only  means  consist  in  the  small  quantity  of  provisions  given  them 
at  the  several  military  stations  on  the  line,  and  the  sale  of  the  few 
horses  they  steal  from  Mexico.  At  the  time  I  was  at  their  camp  a 
number  of  the  warriors  were  absent,  and  I  was  informed  by  the  chiefi 
that  there  were  considerable  bodies  of  the  Comanches  then  in  Mexica 
They  have  been  very  active  this  past  summer ;  and  I  notice  several 
Mexican  prisoners  in  their  camps  that  have  been  captured  during  that 
time.  In  my  talks  with  them  I  remonstrated  and  endeavored  to 
dissuade  tliem  from  these  forays.  The  chiefs  appear  to  be  willing  to 
discontinue  the  incursions,  provided  they  can  find  any  other  means  of 
subsisting.  I  also  talked  very  freely  with  them  on  the  subject  of  their 
"settling  down"  and  turning  their  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil;  several  of  the  principal  chiefs  appear  fully  impressed  witK  the 
necessity  of  doing  so,  and  are  not  only  willing  but  appear  anxious  to 
do  so.  Ka-tum-a-sie  says  that  himself  and  his  party  will  do  so  at  once 
if  he  can  be  furnished  with  land  and  the  necessary  assistance  and 
instruction,  and  commence  the  raising  of  stock,  making  corn,  &c.;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that,  with  the  necessary  encouragement,  the  whole 
southern  band  can  be  induced  to  abandon  their  present  roving  life  and 
depend  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  their  support. 

1  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  Comanches,  as  they  become  more  civil- 
ized»from  unrestricted  intercourse  with  the  numerous  traders  who  visit 
our  frontier,  are  becoming  slaves  to  dissipation,  and  a  larj^e  portion  of 
their  scanty  means  is  squandered  for  wnisky.  The  chiefs,  who  are 
reliable,  complain  bitterly  of  the  advantage  taken  of  them  by  those 
who  introduce  whisky,  and  say  they  cannot  control  their  men  so  long 
as  they  are  furnished  with  spirituous  liquors. 

Having  directed  my  whole  attention  since  my  last  report  to  the  sub- 
ject of  our  Indian  affairs,  I  am  more  ftiUy  impressed  with  the  absolute 
necessity  for  definite  and  prompt  action,  on  the  part  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment, to  procure  lands  and  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  perma 
nent  scltlement  of  the  Indians  of  Texas.     The  honorable  comnussioner 
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has  been  so  often  notified  of  the  destitute  condition  of  the  Indians  of 
Texas,  and  of  their  exact  situation,  that  it  would  be  mere  repetition 
for  me  to  touch  farther  upon  it.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
unless  the  proper  steps  are  taken  at  once,  the  entire  Indian  population 
on  our  immediate  borders  will  become  paupers  on  our  hands. 

My  convictions,  expressed  in  my  report  ot  the  6th  of  August  last,  have 
lost  nothing  in  strength  by  my  late  visit  to  the  Indians ;  so  far  from  it, 
that  I  return  more  rally  convinced  than  ever,  that  something  Itke  the 
policy  therein  recommended  is  not  only  the  best  that  can  be  pursued, 
out  is  the  only  policy  practicable  to  settle  the  vexed  question  that  has 
grown  out  of  the  anomalous  condition  of  our  Indian  afi^s. 

Being  forcibly  impressed  with  the  evils  arising  from  the  unrestricted 
trade  and  intercourse  carried  on  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  with 
the  Indians  of  Texas,  by  which  they  procure  as  much  spirituous  liquors 
as  they  are  able  to  buy,  I  addressed  a  communication  to  his  excellency 
Governor  Bell,  in  June  last,  on  the  subject.  His  excellency  has  re- 
sponded thereto,  and  enclosed  me  the  opinions  of  the  attorney  general 
of  the  State  on  the  subject;  and  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  thereof, 
for  your  information,  as  also  a  copy  of  Gov.  BelPs  letter.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  statutory  provision  upon  tne  part  of  the  State,  it  requires  that 
the  commissioner  should  give  instructions  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course, before  the  agents  or  oflBcers  on  the  frontier  would  be  justified  in 
interfering  in  the  matter.  I  trust  the  commissioner  will  give  this  sub- 
ject his  attention. 

Believing  the  only  policy  likely  to  effect  any  permanent  good  to  be 
the  procuring  the  necessary  land,  &c.,  for  the  permanent  settlement  of 
the  Indians,  I  have  directed  my  inquiries  so  as  to  fully  satisfy  myself 
that  land  suitable  for  the  purposes  can  be  procured  on  reasonable 
terms,  should  the  general  government  wish  to  purchase ;  but  I  believe 
that  the  land,  every  way  suitable,  and  of  sufficient  quantity  for  all 
fiirming  purposes,  may  be  procured  by  grant  from  the  State,  provided 
the  general  government  will  indicate  that  the  policy  of  permanent  set- 
tlement wUl  be  adopted.  Having  that  subject  before  my  mind  in  my 
late  visit  to  the  Comanches,  I  examined  the  country  thoroughly,  and 
find  large  tracts  of  vacant  land  near  Fort  Chadboume  and  the  head 
waters  of  the  Colorado  river  every  way  suitable  for  a  home  for  the 
Comanches  that  are  now  within  the  h'ne  of  the  miUtary  posts;  and,  in 
company  with  the  chiefs,  they  made  a  selection  of  a  tract  of  land  upon 
which  they  would  be  willing  to  settle ;  a  few  leagues  would  be  amply 
sufficient  for  them,  both  for  farming  and  crazing.  There  are  otner 
public  lands  farther  west  suitable  for  the  other  tribes ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  could  not  only  be 

{)rocured  for  the  settlement  of  the  Indians  on  those  lands,  but  that  the 
and  itself,  if  not  granted  by  the  State,  could  be  procured  at  merely  a 
nominal  price. 

Believing  this  to  be  the  true  policy  for  the  general  government  to 
pursue,  I  have  made  an  estimate  of  the  funds  that  would  be  required 
for  the  first  year  to  enable  the  agents  to  open  farms  for  the  Indians, 
and  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  same  herewith. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  amount  estimated,  properly  used,  would 
enable  the  Indians,  afler  the  first  two  or  three  years,  to  subsist  without 
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*the  aid  of  the  government — ^the  State  be  entirely  relieved  from  Indian 
hostilities,  and  the  general  government  entirely  relieved  from  the  ex- 
pense of  the  large  nulitary  force  she  now  has  to  maintain  on  the  fron- 
tier. This  measure  is  also  important,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  the  only 
practicable  one  by  which  those  Indians  can  be  induced  to  abandon 
their  forays  into  Mexico, 

The  enclosed  estimate  does  not  embrace  the  price  for  the  land,  as  in 
aU  probability  the  land  may  be  procured  as  a  grant  from  the  State.  I 
would  particularly  recommend  the  whole  subject  to  your  most  fevor- 
able  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  an  estimate  of  frinds  required 
for  the  pay  of  agents  and  interpreters,  as  provided  for  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  for  presents  for  the  Comanches  and  other  Indians  of  Texas. 
It  is  well  known  that  heretofore  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose  has 
been  so  small  that  the  agents  have  never  been  able  to  assemble  the 
Indians  in  general  council  during  the  whole  of  the  last  administration, 
and  intercourse  has  been  discontinued  with  all  the  upper  or  northern 
bands  of  Comanches;  the  amount  of  frinds  at  their  disposal  not  justi- 
fying the  agents  in  attempting  to  keep  up  intercourse  with  them. 

I  perceive  that  Col.  D.  D.  Mitchell,  superintendent  at  St.  Louis, 
recommends  that  the  Comanches  and  Kiowas  be  made  parties  to  the 
Fort  Laramie  treaty,  or  one  similar  in  its  conditions.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  give  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  as  I  am  unacquainted  >,vith  the 
provisions  of  the  same;  but  am  satisfied  that  the  general  government 
should  at  once  conclude  treaties  with  them.  These  Indians  principally 
reside  on  the  soil  of  Texas,  and  take  up  their  winter  quarters  in  tlie 
upper  cro5fs  timbers  of  Texas,  on  our  immediate  borders ;  and  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  provisions  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

Up  to  1849  the  Comanches  (northern  bands)  attended  our  councils, 
and  now  hold  continued  intercourse  with  that  portion  of  the  tribe  re- 
siding within  the  line  of  our  military  posts ;  and  all  that  is  required 
to  carry  on  and  maintain  continued  intercourse  with  them  and  the 
Kiowas,  is  the  necessary  means  for  presents.  I  have  consequently 
estimated  $10,000  (ten  thousand  dollars)  as  the  amount  for  the  purchase 
of  presents  that  would  be  required  to  enable  the  agents  to  open  and 
maintain  friendly  intercourse  with  them.  It  is  also  known  that  ouj 
intercourse  with  the  Musceleros  and  a  band  of  Apaches  that  inhabit 
the  country  west  of  the  Pecos  river  has  been  extremely  limited,  owing 
to  the  small  amount  of  funds  that  could  be  used  for  them  during  the 
present  fiscal  year.  The  agent  for  them  cannot  possibly  effect  any- 
thing more  than  simply  to  establish  the  means  of  intercourse. 

The  whole  estimate  for  presents  is  deemed  as  small  as  it  could  pos- 
sibly be  to  accomplish  anything,  and  should  the  government  conclude 
to  enter  into  treaty  with  them,  the  amount  would  oe  too  small. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  your 
favorable  consideration  the  estimates  herewith,  and  to  express  a  hope 
that  you  will  not  only  urge  the  establishment  of  some  permanent  policy 
that  will  settle  the  vexed  question  growing  out  of  the  Indian  relations 
existing  between  this  State  and  the  general  government,  but  will  re- 
commend to  Congress  to  grant  appropriations  sufficient  to  enable  the 
department  to  carry  into  effect  the  pohcy  she  may  adopt. 
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It  is  well  known  to  the  honorable  commissioner  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  Indian  purposes  in  the  State  of  Texas  is  not  at  all  commen- 
surate with  the  extent  of  territory  occupied  by  the  Indians,  and  the 
number  of  Indians  to  be  provided  for ;  nor  does  it  compare  favorably  " 
with  the  provisions  made  for  other  States  and  Territories ;  and  I  cannot 
see  why  invidious  distinctions  should  be  made,  when  the  general  gov- 
ernment has  the  same  powers  and  jurisdictions  over  the  Indians  in  the 
State  of  Texas  that  she  has  over  the  tribes  residing  in  other  States 
and  Territories. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROB.  S.  NABERS, 
U.  <S>.  Special  Indian  Agent,  S(c» 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  city^  D.  C. 


No.  79. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Santa  Fty  N.  Jf.,  August  31,  1853. 

Sir  :  The  late  date  of  my  appointment,  and  consequent  arrival  in 
this  Territory,  must  necessarily  render  this  report  more  brief  and  less 
satisfactory  than  could  have  been  wished  or  expected.  This  cause, 
together  with  the  recent  change  of  Indian  agents,  (none  of  those  re- 
moved having  made  reports,)  I  fear  will  render  the  stock  of  informa- 
tion more  meagre  and  less  to  be  relied  upon  than  otherwise  might  be 
the  case.  But  having  no  other  mail  from  this  to  the  States  before  the 
first  of  October  next,  and  understanding  the  necessity  of  your  Jiaving 
some  information  upon  which  to  base  a  general  annual  report  at  the 
commencement  of  the  approaching  session  of  Congress,  I  venture  to 
submit  the  following  facts  and  suggestions  : 

The  Pueblo,  or  half-civilized  Indians  of  this  Territory,  are  in  a  satis- 
factory condition  in  every  respect.  They  reside  in  villages  situated 
upon  grants  made  to  them  by  the  governments  of  Spain  and  Mexico, 
and  subsist  themselves  comfortably  by  cultivating  the  soil  and  rearing 
herds  and  flocks  of  various  kinds.  Each  tribe  or  pueblo  has  a  sepa- 
rately-organized government  of  its  own,  though  all  fashioned  after  the 
same  model.  They  annually  elect  their  respective  governor,  lieutenant 
governor,  and  various  other  minor  ofBcers.  Many  of  them  speak  the 
Spanish  language  quite  well ;  and  they  usually  clothe  themselves  quite 
comfortably,  often  in  cloth  of  their  own  manufacture.  They  have 
ceased  to  rely  upon  the  chase  for  a  subsistence,  and  very  rarely  com- 
mit depredations  upon  others,  but  are  orderly  and  decorous  in  their 
deportment.  Each  pueblo  or  village  has  its  church.  When  disputes 
arise  between  two  pueblos,  or  between  them  and  their  more  civilized 
neighbors,  the  matter  is  invariably  laid  before  the  territorial  governor, 
and  his  decision  is  invariably  regarded  as  final.  From  the  best  infor- 
mation I  can  gather,  these  pueblos  or  villages  number  about  twenty, 
and  the  aggregate  number  of  souls  may  be  set  down  at  fi-om  eight  to 
ten  thousand. 
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The  condition  of  the  other  tribes  or  nations  inhabiting  this  Territory 
is  very  far  from  being  satis&ctory  or  peaceable ;  on  the  contrary,  there 
is  scarcely  a  day  passes  over  without  the  commission  of  some  theft, 
robbery,  or  murder.     Indeed,  such  is  the  want  of  security  felt  here, 
that  few  individuals  will  attempt  to  travel  alone  from  one  county  seat 
to  another  ;  and  in  some  parts  of  the  Territory  even  the  judges  of  our 
courts  on  their  circuits  frequently  apply  to  the  comman<mnts  of  posts 
for  a  military  escort ;  and  if  a  farmer  on  the  borders  entrusts  his  nocb 
at  pasture  without  a  guard,  it  frequently  happens  that  he  loses  them 
entu'cly,  and  attempts  at  reclamation  are  worse  than  useless.    This  is 
no  fancy  sketch,  as  will  be  ascertained  by  referring  to  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  best  informed  portion  of  our  citizens,  and  the  well-authenti- 
cated complaints  filed  in  this  oflSce ;  and  if  the  picture  is  not  reversed 
soon,  a  vast  amount  of  claims  against  the  government  will  have  accu- 
mulated ;  in  addition  to  which,  tnis  state  of  things  tends  to  alienate  the 
feelings  of  the  people  towards  a  government  which  they  conceive  owe« 
but  does  not  afford  them  protection. 

Possessing  an  intimate  Knowledge  of  Indian  character,  I  will  venture 
to  submit  the  opinion,  that  there  is  but  one  alternative  left  to  the  gov- 
ernment by  which  peace  and  protection  can  be  afforded  to  the  people 
of  New  Mexico  and  the  trains  travelling  to  and  through  the  Territory; 
and  that  alternative  is,  that  the  government  must  either  feed  and  clothe 
these  Indians  to  a  certain  extent,  or  chastise  them  in  a  decisive  manner. 
The  former  has  been  the  policy  of  my  predecessor,  as  you  are  aware, 
and  the  latter  has  not  been  effectually  tried.  If  the  pacific  policy  be 
resorted  to,  it  should  be  carried  out  upon  a  large  and  liberal  scale,  such 
as  to  embrace  the  entire  Indian  population  in  this  section.  For  if  one 
tribe,  or  a  band  of  any  particular  tribe,  be  fed,  and  the  same  rehef  be 
withheld  from  the  others,  it  but  serves  to  engender  discontent  and  dis- 
satisfaction. Then,  if  the  more  stringent  and  vigorous  pohcy  be 
adopted,  it  should  in  my  opinion  be  persisted  in  and  carried  to  an 
extent  which  would  leave  a  lasting  impression  upon  their  minds  as  tD 
the  power  of  the  government.  Neither  policy  will  be  found  to  be 
effectual  if  partially  carried  out. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  carrying  out  of  the  first 
policy  suggested  in  a  partial  manner,  I  would  refer  to  the  action  of 
my  predecessor,  in  removing  and  subsisting  a  portion  of  the  Apaches 
formerly  residing  on  the  east,  to  the  west  side  of  the  Rio  Granae,  and 
the  large  amount  of  presents  made  to  the  prairie  Indians  during  the  last 
summer.  This  course  of  pohcy  may  and  probably  has  kept  such  as 
received  its  direct  benefits  quiet  ana  peaceable  for  a  time,  but  then  it 
but  stimulates  those  to  expect  its  continuance,  and  renders  all  the  oth- 
ers dissatisfied  and  restless.  As  an  evidence  of  this  effect  thus  pro- 
duced, I  will  refer  the  department  to  one  significant  fact  Having 
received  information  that  the  Utahs  had  recently  committed  several 
depredations  and  made  violent  threats  in  the  neighborhood  of  Taos,  I 
despatched  agent  E.  A.  Graves  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  me  the  facts 
of  each  case.  In  his  report  I  am  intormed  that  he  succeeded  in  pa^ 
curing  an  interview  with  a  Utah  chief  and  several  of  bis  warriors,  who 
did  not  deny  that  the  robberies  had  been  committed,  but  said  that  they 
^''d  not  participated ;  and  when  the  hostile  threats  were  alluded  to, 
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and  this  chief  was  questioned  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  tribe  towards 
the  Americans,  his  reply  was  that  the  prairie  Indians  had  received  a 
large  amount  of  presents,  and  the  Utahs  had  a  right  to  expect  the  same 
treatment;  and  that  he  could  not  determine  what  course  the  Utahs 
would  pursue  until  he  ascertained  the  amount  of  presents  they  were  to 
receive,  &c.,  &c. ;  (see  report  herewith  enclosed,  marked  A.)  And  when 
the  Navaios,  or  that  portion  who  have  not  been  fed  by  my  predecessor, 
commit  depredations,  and  are  charged  with  it,  their  reply  is,  that  if  they 
were  fed  and  clothed  as  a  portion  of  the  Apaches  are,  they  too  would 
be  at  peace.  ^ 

If  tnis  policy  be  resorted  to,  and  on  a  scale  to  make  it  effectual,  the 
cost  will  not  fall  short  of  fifty  and  may  amount  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  each  year.  What  the  contrary  policy  suggested  may  cost, 
others,  who  are  in  the  military  service,  can  decide  better  than  I  can. 

The  course  heretofore  pursued  towards  the  Indians  of  this  Territory 
does  not  appear  to  my  mind  to  have  been  the  best  which  could  have 
been  adopted.  Acts  of  aggression  are  submitted  to  on  our  part  until 
they  amoimt  to  what  may  be  deemed  sufficient  to  justify  a  military 
expedition  into  the  Indian  country.  But  when  the  expedition  reaches 
the  neighborhood  of  the  offending  tribe,  the  Indians  come  in,  sue  for 
peace,  promise  to  offend  no  more,  make  a  treaty,  the  stipulations  of 
which  they  never  intend  to  comply  with,  and  receive  our  presents  as  a 
bribe  to  keep  the  peace  in  future.  For,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  these 
Indians  attribute  every  act  of  kindness  and  every  concession  on  our 
part  to  fear  of  their  power ;  and  the  limited  military  force  stationed 
aniong  them,  and  the  consequent  impunity  with  which  they  steal,  rob, 
and  murder,  is  but  calculated  to  confirm  this  absurd  belief. 

Should  I  presume  to  indicate  a  policy,  it  would  be  this :  to  hold  coun- 
cils with  these  Indians  at  an  early  day,  and  by  treaties  extinguish  their 
title  to  that  portion  of  their  lands  lying  most  contiguous  to  the  white 
settlements,  and,  as  a  consideration,  to  grant  annuities,  out  of  which 
should  be  deducted  the  value  of  all  property  stolen  by  any  band  of  the 
tribe  receiving  the  annuity.  This  deduction  being  made  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  whole  tribe  when  assembled  to  receive  their  annuity,  would 
induce  one  band  to  watch  the  others,  and  all  would  be  made  to  feel 
that  stealing  and  robbery  had  become  less  profitable,  and  our  citizens 
would  receive  some  compensation  for  their  lost  property.  In  addition, 
these  Indians  would  be  removed  to  a  more  remote  distance  from  the 
settlements,  which  would  enable  our  agents  more  readily  to  enforce  the 
intercourse  laws.  As  things  now  stand,  it  is  certainly  impossible  to 
prevent  their  having  access  to  persons  who  will  supply  their  insatiable 
thirst  for  ardent  spirits ;  and  hence  it  is  that  you  find  a  portion  of  each 
tribe  located  near  our  border  settlements  composed  of  aoandoned  per- 
sons, who  have  acquired  the  vices  of  both  races  without  the  virtues  of 
either.  The  Navajos  afford  an  illustration  of  this  position  which  cannot  be 
mistaken.  Major  Kendrick,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  who  has  twice  travelled 
over  the  extensive  country  inhabited  by  this  tribe,  informs  me  that  those 
bands  residing  most  remote  fit>m  and  having  the  least  intercourse  with 
the  whites,  are  in  a  much  better  condition  than  the  others.  He  also 
in&rms  me  that  whilst  destitution  and  want,  theft  and  robbery  charac- 
terized those  on  our  border,  peace  and  plenty,  contentment  £uid  happi- 
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ness,  characterized  the  other.  Whilst  he  describes  the  one  party  as 
being  an  abject  and  degraded  people,  who  rarely  labor  for  their  support, 
he  describes  the  other  as  having  the  finest  fields  of  com  and  wheat  that 
grow  in  the  Territory. 

Without  intending  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  pohcy  ft*  my  pre- 
decessor, in  causing  a  portion  of  the  Apache  Indians  to  be  removed 
from  the  east  and  settle  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
they  have  been  fed  at  the  cost  of  the  government,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  question  now^  is  very  different  frona  that  originally  pre- 
sented. Many  ol  these  Indians  have  already  removed,  under  a  written 
contract  made  with  Governor  Lane,  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  en- 
closed, marked  B.)  By  this  contract  it  is  stipulated  that  the  United 
States  will  feed  these  Indians  for  a  given  time  on  certain  conditions, 
which  conditions,  it  must  be  admitted,  have  been  fully  comphed  with 
on  their  part.  If,  then,  the  rations  stipulated  for  in  the  contract  be 
suddenly  cut  off",  it  will  become  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  assign  to 
them  a  sufficient  reason  for  this,  in  their  estimation,  breach  of  contract 
It  then  certainly  follows  that,  stimulated  by  hunger  and  our  supposed 
bad  faith,  they  will  subsist  themselves  by  theft  and  robbery.  Being 
well  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  such  a  course  would  produce  this 
effect,  I  was  induced  to  instruct  our  agents  to  gradually  reduce  instead 
of  suddenly  cutting  off*  their  food,  until  their  crops  were  matured  and  I 
could  receive  instructions  from  the  department 

The  number  of  Indians  being  fed  at  the  farms  on  my  arrival  amounted 
to  about  one  thousand,  and  the  number  of  acres  of  land  being  culti- 
vated about  one  hundred.  And,  as  before  stated,  this  policy  can  never 
be  carried  out  on  a  scale  to  be  successful  without  incurring  a  cost  of 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  several  years. 
And  it  is  my  opinion  that  a  much  less  sum  paid  in  annuities,  as  before 
suggested,  would  accomplish  the  end  desired  much  more  certainly  and 
satisfactorily. 

There  are  three  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  inhabiting  almost  the  en- 
tire circumference  of  this  Territory,  with  the  white  setdemenls  mostly 
extending  through  the  centre;  and  hence,  without  a  removal,  it  becomes 
very  difficult  to  prevent  the  two  races  coming  in  contact.  These  three 
tribes  are  subdivided  into  numerous  bands,  each  having  its  separate 
chiefs,  but  each  speakmg  its  parent  language. 

The  Apaches  occupy  the  southeast,  south  and  southwestern  borders, 
extending  on  both  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  are  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  to  a  limited  extent ;  and  are  frequently  found  appropriating 
the  property  of  their  more  civilized  neighbors  to  their  own  use. 

Tne  Navajos  are  a  powerful  tribe,  extending  from  the  Apaches  on  the 
southwest  to  the  Utahs  on  the  northwest,  and  are  more  extensively  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  than  either  of  the  other  two.  Indeed,  Major  Ken- 
drick,  who  has  recently  returned  firom  a  tour  through  their  country,  de- 
scribes a  portion  of  this  tribe  as  being  successfully  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil ;  and  it  is  his  opinion  that  those  bands,  far  removed 
from  the  white  settlements,  will  raise  more  than  enough  grain  for  their 
own  subsistence ;  and  from  his  information,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
these  Indians  inhabit  the  most  desirable  lands  of  the  Territory.  That 
portion  of  this  tribe  thus  described  rarely  engage  in  predatory  excur* 
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sions  Within  the  white  settlements ;  but  the  other  portion  residing  near 
our  border,  rob,  steal  and  murder,  on  all  occasions. 

The  Utahs  are  a  roving  tribe,  extending  from  the  Apaches  on  the 
southeast  to  the  Navajos  oUithe  northeast,  and  roaming  back  to  the  Ar- 
kansas river,  above  Bent's  Fort ;  thence  to  the  Salt  Lake,  and  around 
to  tlie  country  of  the  Navajos.  They  have  no  permanent  abode,  do  not 
cultivate  the  soil,  but  live  by  hunting,  theft  and  robbery.  They  are  pro- 
bably the  most  formidable  tribe  within  the  Territory;  are  well  armed, 
with  rifles  generally,  and  quite  dexterous  in  the  use  of  their  weapons. 

The  entire  Indian  population  of  this  Territory  I  would  estimate  at 
from  forty  to  fifty  thousand  souls,  scattered  •ver  a  surface  of  more  than 
two  hundred  thousand  square  miles ;  and  hence  I  would  suggest  that  four 
agents  are  insufficient  for  their  proper  management.  Take  the  Apaches, 
and  the  two  most  remote  bands  are  more  than  three  hundred  miles  dis- 
tant from  each  other,  and  the  different  bands  of  the  other  tribes  are 
often  equally  far  removed  from  each  other ;  hence  I  would  suggest 
that  the  governor  of  the  Territory  be  authorized  to  appoint  two  special 
agents,  at  a  salary  of  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  each,  and  not  to 
be  allowed  an  interpreter  or  any  other  allowance.  There  are  lumbers 
of  good  men  now  here  who  would  be  glad  to  receive  such  appointments, 
who  speak  the  languafi^e  sufficiently  well  to  make  an  interpreter  unne- 
cessary. These  special  agents  could  be  assigned  to  certain  bands,  and 
the  amount  of  their  salaries  would  be  saved  to  the  government  in  the 
consequent  reduction  of  transportation  on  the  part  of  the  regular  agents 
when  travelling  firom  one  point  of  their  agency  to  another. 

I  also  feel  myself  constrained  to  urge  mat  a  clerk  may  be  allowed  to 
this  office.  No  superintendent  has  or  can  discharge  his  duties  satis- 
factorily without  one ;  and  one  has  uniformly  been  paid  for,  either  by 
charging  the  amount  under  some  other  head,  or  out  of  the  private  purse 
of  the  superintendent.  Other  superintendencies — such  as  those  in  St. 
Louis,  Oregon,  and  California — ^have  clerks  allowed  them ;  and,  so  far  as 
I  am  informed,  this  one  forms  the  only  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

Herewith  I  enclose  to  the  department  estimates  for  the  deficiency  in 
the  appropriations  for  contingent  expenses  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  Ter- 
ritory for  the  current  fiscal  year,  marked  C  ;  and  also  an  estimate  for 
contingent  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  1854,  and  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  1855,  marked  D; 
which  it  is  hoped  will  not,  under  the  circumstances,  be  deemed  ex- 
travagant. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  circular  issued  by  me  to  the  Indian  agents, 
under  the  direction  of  this  superintendency,  upon  my  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  my  present  office,  marked  E,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  department ;  and  also  report  of  agent  £.  A. 
Graves,  this  day  received,  marked  F. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

D.  MERIWETHER,  Governor, 
And  Supt.  cf  I.  A.  for  the  T.  of  N.  M. 
Hon.  George  W.  Manypbnny, 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
28 
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No.  80. 

■ 

Albiqubn  AgencTi  August  31, 1S63. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  of  the 
Indian  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  jou  the  first  annual 
report  of  this  agency,  to  be  transmitted  by  you  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  at  Washington* 

I  venture  to  trust,  however,  that  the  observations  and  sugsestions 
that  I  may  take  occasion  to  offer  in  this  report,  which  I  do  wiQi  great 
deference,  will  not  be  estimated  according  to  the  length  of  time  I  nave 
been  in  the  service ;  but  mther  as  they  may  or  may  not  be  founded  io 
reason  and  upon  sound  policy,  and  as  substantiated  by  experience  and 
as  authorized  by  historic  facts. 

The  Utahs  and  northern  Jicarilla  Apaches  have  been  assigned  to 
this  agency.  After  much  labor  and  fatigue  I  have  succeeded  in  hold- 
ing a  *'  talk"  with  some  of  the  headmen  or  chiefs  of  these  Indians.  I 
find  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Jicarilla  Apaches  have  emigra* 
ted  from  the  east  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  settled  west  of  that  river,  a 
distance  of  some  twenty-five  miles  southwest  of  this  place  on  the  Rio 
Puerco,  and  have  commenced  the  cultivation  of  a  farm,  which  has  been 
very  well  worked,  when  it  is  considered  that  it  has  been  mainly  done 
by  the  wild  and  roving  Jicarilla  Apaches,  who  have  never  been  ac- 
customed to  look  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  a  maintenance.  These 
Indians  have  now  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
under  cultivation,  which  will  yield  them,  however,  but  little  com  thi« 
season,  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  the  water  in  the  Rio  Puerco,  which 
has  prevented  irrigation.  This  stream  is  now  dry  for  the  first  time 
within  the  recoUection  of  the  oldest  inhabitants,  notwithstanding  there 
has  been  no  unusual  drought. 

The  Jicarilla  Apaches  seem  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the  United 
States,  or  citizens  of  this  Territory,  and  they  seem  to  be  quiet  and  well 
disposed  ;  yet  I  place  but  httle  reliance  in  their  promises,  or  their  re* 
gards  for  treaty  stipulations,  as  it  is  probable  that  neither  would  be 
adhered  to  any  longer  than  it  may  appear  to  them  to  be  to  their  interest 
to  do  so.  Since  the  annexation  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States 
they  have  committed  acts  of  murder,  robbery,  and  other  crimes,  which, 
in  savage  cruelty,  stand  without  a  parallel  in  history,  as  the  mur- 
ders of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  and  party  attest ;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
cold-blooded  massacre  of  the  mail  party  in  1860 — ^the  bare  mentioa 
of  which  makes  humanity  shudder.  Of  the  many  wild  tribes  of  In- 
dians that  have  infested  New  Mexico  for  the  last  two  hundred  years, 
perhaps  there  are  none  who  have  committed  so  many  depredations 
upon  the  citizens  and  property  of  this  Territory  as  the  Jicarilla  Apaches. 
They  are  the  most  daring,  brave,  and  heartless  tribe  of  Indians  who 
inhabit  New  Mexico.  They  have  greatly  diminished,  however,  within 
a  few  years,  in  consequence  of  the  continued  wars  they  have  carried  o« 
against  the  Americans,  Mexicans,  and  other  wild  tribes  of  Indians, 
which  have  been  in  turn  waged  against  them.  There  are  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Jicarilla  Apaches,  of  all  classes,  in  the  vicinity  ot 
Aeir  farm  on  the  Rio  Puerco.  When  their  corn  shall  be  exhausted, 
which  will  be  very  soon,  they  will  be  in  a  destitute  condition,  both  as 
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it  regards  the  means  of  subsistence  and  clothing.  Their  chief  pursuits 
are  hunting.  The  game  in  their  section,  as  in  all  other  sections  of  this 
country,  is  rapidly  diminishing,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe.  The 
government  will,  I  apprehend,  have  to  feed  and  clothe  these  Indians  to 
some  extent,  as  this  policy  has  been  pursued  towards  them  for  some 
time  past ;  or  it  is  to  be  feared  the  alternative  of  starving;  or  living  by 
plundering  and  robbing  the  citizens  will  be  presented.  Should  this  be 
the  case,  it  reauires  no  sa£[acity  to  foretell  their  action.  They  can  bring 
fix>m  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  warriors  into  the  field. 

The  dividing  line  between  the  Utahs  and  northern  Jicarilla  Apaches 
commences  on  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  in  latitude  about  37°  north ;  and 
the  country  occupied  by  the  Jicarilla  Apaches  embraces  all  that  section 
of  country  lying  northeast  and  east  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  extending  to 
the  Arkansas.  This  section  of  country  seems  to  be  awarded  to  the 
Jicarilla  Apaches,  though  many  other  wild  tribes  of  Indians  often 
roam  within  this  section  of  country — ^the  Cheyennes,  Arrapahoes,  and 
Comanches. 

The  policy  of  fi^eeing  the  settlement  east  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  of 
these  Indians,  and  of  removing  them  beyond  and  west  of  the  western 
^ttlements  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  commenced  by  ex-Governor  Lane, 
seems  to  be  a  policy  founded  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  this  Territory, 
"who  are  generally  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  in  the  rearing 
of  herds  and  flocks,  as  well  as  endorsed  by  the  most  enlightened  philan- 
thropy, and  warranted  by  the  principles  of  expediency  and  economy ; 
first,  because  they  are  removed  from  occasional  settlements  to  where 
there  are  none,  and  where  it  is  reported  there  are  much  better  agricul- 
tural ancLhuntingilands  to  be  found,  affording  better  opportunities  for 
the  "  ch^e,"  and  for  tilling  the  soil,  should  they  be  induced  to  look  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  a  livelihood.  Could  this  policy  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  out,  it  must  inevitably  result  in  bettering  the  condition 
both  of  the  white  and  red  man,  which  will  cost  the  government  no 
more  to  manage  these  Indians  west  than  east  of  the  Rio  del  Norte.  I 
am  advised  that  this  policy  will  not  conflict  with  the  settlements  west 
of  that  river.  It  will  also  free  the  western  end  of  the  great  thorough- 
fere  from  Independence  to  Santa  F6  measurably  from  the  dangers  to 
be  apprehended  from  these  Indians,  should  they  become  dissatisfied 
with  the  Americans.  The  Utahs  occupy  all  or  most  of  that  portion  of 
New  Mexico  lying  south  of  latitude  about  37°  north  and  west  of  the 
Rio  del  Norte,  excluding  the  Navajos  country  and  the  organized  coun- 
tries of  this  Territory,  extending  back  to  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains, 
and  situate  between  the  country  occupied  by  the  Navajos  and  the  Salt 
Lake.  This  section  of  country  is  known  as  the  Utah  country.  This 
tribe  of  Indians,  without  doubt,  is  the  most  warlike  of  any  of  the  tribes 
of  Indians  that  now  infest  and  annoy  New  Mexico  by  their  occasional 
but  disastrous  depredations  upon  its  citizens  and  property,  as  they  arc 
unquestionably  thamost  skilful,  brave,  and  daring  in  action,  when  taken 
man  to  man  or  otherwise.  These  Indians  are  not  unlike  the  northern 
Jicarilla  Apaches  when  it  comes  to  the  perpetration  of  acts  of  savage 
cruelty  and  inhumanity,  as  the  history  of  this  tribe  bears  witness.  The 
Utahs,  like  all  the  wild  Indians  of  New  Mexico,  are  much  addicted  to 
the  committing  of  robberies  and  thefts  and  occasional  murders.  These 
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Indians,  I  regret  to  say,  according  to  all  the  information  I  have  beeil 
able  to  obtain,  both  direct  and  circumstantial,  seem  to  be  much  dia^ 
contented  with  the  government,  or  rather  with  American  citizens,  and 
to  some  extent  ill  disposed  towards  the  Mexicans.  Their  history  war- 
rants me  in  saying,  that  when  they  commence  war  against  the  citizens 
of  this  Territoiy,  they  do  it  generally  by  stealing  from  and  plundering 
small  parties,  and  committing  occasional  murders,  which  is  now  charged 
against  them,  improving  upon  each  act  of  depredation  until  endurance 
ceases  to  be  a  virtue,  when  acts  of  open  hostility  are  met  and  repelled  in 
the  usual  mode  of  Indian  warfare.  My  information  authorizes  me  in 
saying  that  the  Utahs  are  better  armed  and  equipped,  and  better  pre- 
pared to  carry  on  acts  of  hostility,  than  any  other  tribe  of  Indians  in 
this  Territory.  The  most  of  them  have  American  rifles,  and  handle 
them  with  great  dexterity,  and  seldom  failing  in  their  aim.  They 
are  not,  however,  a  numerous  tribe  of  Indians  like  the  Navajos 
and  southern  Gila  Apaches.  They  can  bring,  however,  five  or  six 
hundred  warriors,  well  armed,  into  the  field.  1  have  had  a  "talk" 
with  one  of  the  principal  chiefs  and  several  other  warriors  of  these  In- 
dians. Among  other  things,  I  was  asked  what  I  intended  to  do  in  the 
way  of  distributing  presents  among  them ;  he  going  on  to  tell  me  that  their 
great  father  had  caused  to  be  given  to  the  prairie  Indians  a  great  many 
presents ;  that  they  were  distributed  witn  a  liberal  hand,  embracing 
guns,  powder  and  ball,  &c. ;  that  he  and  his  people  had  a  right  to,  and 
did  expect,  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  liberal  manner ;  and  that 
they  could  judge  whether  their  great  father  and  the  Americans  in- 
tended kindness  and  friendship  whenever  I  showed  my  hand,  by 
either  distributing  presents  in  a  like  liberal  manner^  or  in  withholding 
them  ;  that  their  great  father  could  cause  presents  to  be  givOT  to  them 
if  he  wished,  though  disclaiming  all  warlike  intentions  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  but  said  that  he  could  not  be  responsible  for  what  other 
Utahs  did  or  might  do ;  that  he  ought  not  and  could  not  be  held  ac- 
counuible  for  what  others  did.  The  Utah  Indians  rely  almost 
exclusively  upon  the  hunt  and  the  chase,  and  occasionally  plunder 
upon  those  who  are  contiguous  to  them,  or  who  happen  to  pass  m  their 
wake,  as  a  main  means  of  subsistence.  True,  however,  they  raise  some 
horses  for  sale,  in  addition  to  supplying  themselves,  and  also  barter 
skins  and  hides  for  articles  they  want.  The  game  in  their  section  of 
country,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  is  diminishing  yearly.  They  are 
not  a  wealthy  nation  like  their  neighbors,  the  iNavajos,  except  in  their 
arms  and  munitions  of  warfare ;  in  these  they  greatly  excel  all  the  wild 
tribes  of  this  Temtory.  I  have  no  means  of  estimating  their  gross 
numbers. 

I  have  introduced  the  above  "  talk"  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
views  and  feelings  of  the  Utahs,  and  these  1  understand  Ici  be  pn  tty 
much  the  same  as  those  entertained  by  the  other  Indians  of  this  agency. 
Chacon,  the  celebrated  chief  of  the  Jicarilla  Apach^,  is  equally  press- 
ing and  solicitous  in  regard  to  presents  expectea  to  be  made  to  him  and 
bis  people.  Here  the  question  arises,  what  kind  of  an  Indian  policy 
is  the  true  one  for  New  Mexico?  It  is  evident,  and  a  fact  unconlroverted 
here,  that  the  Indian  policy  in  New  Mexico,  as  administered  up  to  ibis 
time.  Las  resulted  in  a  failure,  giving  neither  protection  to  life  or  prop- 
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erty.,  (I  disclaim  all  idea  of  censuring  those  who  have  been  in  power 
and  engaged  in  its  administration ;  it  is  the  system  mainly  1  condemn, 
and  not  the  individual.)  If  this  b6  so,  then  the  fault  must  be  either 
in  the  system  of  policy  or  in  its  administration,  or  both.  That  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  under  the  most  solemn  obligations,  both 
moral  and  legal,  to  afford  safety  to  the  citizens  of  New  Mexico,  and 
give  protection  to  their  property,  is  admitted  by  all  in  the  broadest 
sense.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  is  notorious  that  the  United  States  has 
failed  to  do  eiiher,  as  the  Indians  of  this  Territory  continue  to  rob, 
steal,  and  murder,  and  are  suffered  to  go  at  large  and  un whipped  ot 
justice.  The  citizen  gets  neither  his  stock  from  the  Indians,  nor  has 
the  government  as  yet  paid  him  its  value,  although  pledged  by  implied 
treaty  stipulations  and  express  statutory  enactments  to  do  so,  (to  say 
nothing  of  the  great  moral  obligation  that  rests  upon  every  government 
to  give  protection  to  the  citizen  and  his  property,)  as  provided  by  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  de  Hidalgo,  and  as  enacted  in  the  17th  section 
of  "An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
which  was  adopted  and  applied  to  this  Territory  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  27th  February,  1861. 

It  is  true  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  made  lauda- 
ble efforts  to  fulfil  its  obligations. to  New  Mexico,  and  has  appropriated 
and  expended  about  twelve  millions  of  dollars  in  meeting  her  military 
expenditures  of  this  Territory  since  its  possession  and  acquisition  by 
the  United  States,  to  say  nothing  of  the  expenditures  on  behalf  of  the 
civil  department ;  and  yet  we  hear  of  contmued  Indian  depredations. 
A  just  and  true  Indian  policy,  tairly  administered  and  carried  out,  would 
surely  prevent  this.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  when  the  Indians  com- 
mit depredations  upon  either  the  citizen  or  his  property,  an  Indian 
agent  investigates  ttie  matter  and  reports  the  facts  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  Indian  affairs  for  New  Mexico,  who,  after  examining  the  facts, 
should  determine  that  the  Indians  ought  to  be  chastised  and  held  to 
account ;  he  then  submits  the  matter  to  the  miUtary  commandant  of 
this  Territory,  who  has  the  option  to  comply  or  not,  just  as  he  may 
deem  proper.  Hence  it  is  that  there  are  two  equal  and  independent 
authorities  in  this  Territory,  who  often  have  to  act  upon  the  samo 
matter.  If  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  which  is  often  the  case, 
nothing  is  done;  the  Indians  go  scot  free  and  the  citizen  obtains  no 
redress  where  it  is  due  to  him  by  the  highest  law  known  to  the  country. 
To  have  an  energetic  and  vigorous  administration  of  Indian  affairs,  if 
entrusted  to  the  civil  authorities,  as  is  now  the  case,  they  should  bo 
clothed  with  ample  power  to  execute  their  policy,  without  being 
dependent  upon  tne  uncertainties  incident  to  the  discretion  of  another 
officer,  however  honorable  and  m  ritorious.  Then  the  civil  authorities 
would  be  responsible  fer  a  failure  of  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs, 
and  responsibiUty  could  then  be  located ;  but,  as  it  now  stands,  it  is 
neither  with  the  one  or  the  other,  but  finds  a  place  somewhere  between 
the  two.  But  if  I  am  wrong  in  this,  and  the  civil  authorities  should 
not  be  invested  with  this  power,  then  I  hold  the  converse  of  the  propo- 
sition is  true,  and  the  whole  of  the  Indian  affairs  of  the  Territory 
should  be  turned  over  to  the  military  authorities,  and  let  them  have  the 
management  of  its  Indian  policy,  and  be  held  responsible  for  its  major 
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agement — ^receiving  credit  or  censure  for  its  judicious  or  iDJudicioas 
management,  just  as  the  one  or  the  other  may  turn  out  to  be  the  caae. 
Here  again  responsibility  is  located.    Either  plan  as  above  indicated 
(and  nothing  more  is  attempted)  would  doubtless  produce  a  more  effi- 
cient action,  judicious  and  prompt  administration  of  Indian  afiairs,  than 
has  up  to  this  time  characterized  its  administration  under  the  present 
system.     This  view  of  the  subject  seems  to  be  recommended  by  the 
principles  of  expediency,  justice  and  economy ;  as  greater  union,  vigor 
and  celerity  of  action,  can  then  be  had,  whilst  weakness  and  indecision 
is  a  concomitant  of  the  present  system.    But  more  especially  is  this 
view  of  the  subject  commended  by  the  principles  of  economy ;  for  I 
hold,  both  upon  principle  and  authority,  that  the  government  is  bound  to 
pay  for  all  of  the  property  already  lost  by  Indian  depredations,  or  that 
may  be  lost  in  future  ;  because  the  government  has  said  by  statutoij 
enactments  (already  referred  to)  that  "then  the  amount  of  the  claim 
shall  be  paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States."     The  claims 
already  preferred  against  the  United  States,  on  account  of  Indian  vio- 
lence and  depredations,  amount  to  a  very  considerable  sum  of  monejt 
and  they  are  still  accumulating.    The  government  cannot  refuse  to  pay 
these  claims,  short  of  violating  its  own  plighted  faith  and  of  repudiat- 
ing a  just  liability  of  its  own  contracting.     Hence  the  principles  of  econ- 
omy require  that  some  efiBcient  Indian  policy  be  adopted  and  success- 
fiilly  executed,  as  does  the  honor  of  the  government ;  especially  when 
the  government  denies  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  retaliate  upon  the 
Indians,  by  going  into  their  country  and  inflicting  personal  chastisement 
and  making  reprisals  upon  their  property.     Either  adequate  protection 
should  be  aiForded  to  the  citizen  and  his  property,  or  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  redress  his  own  grievances.     If  the  Indians  cannot  be 
restrained  in  their  acts  of  depredations,  violence  and  bloodshed,  then 
the  citizen  should  be  permitted  to  seek  his  own  redress.     The  right  oi 
retaliation  and  reprisal  should  be  mutual,  unless  the  government  will 
make  prompt  restitution  of  all  losses  sustained.     This  reasoning  may 
not  comport  with  the  meek  and  divine  commandments  of  our  Saviour, 
wherein  it  is  said,  "  Whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  thy  right  cheek, 
turn  to  him  the  other  also,"  but  certainly  does  with  the  Mosaic  law, 
where  it  is  said,  **  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth."    This 
however  is  no  favorite  doctrine  of  mine,  and  should  only  be  resorted  to 
in  extreme  cases.     This  may  not  suit  other  latitudes,  but  it  is  admira- 
bly adapted  to  this  meridian.    It  is  a  law  that  the  Indian  understands, 
and,  if  carried  out  in  practice,  would  fear.     The  growth,  prosperity  and 
resources  of  New  Mexico,  can  never  be  developed  and  Drought  forth, 
unless  the  Indians  can  be  held  in  check,  and  security  and  safety  aflbrded 
alike  to  the  citizen  and  his  property,  as  well  as  to  the  emigrant.    The 
mineral  resources  of  this  Territory  are  doubtless  very  great,  and  il 
opportunities  and  facilities  be  af£)raed  for  working  and  testing  the  min- 
eral wealth  of  t'nis  country  it  would  only  be  exceeded  by  the  wealth  of 
the  California  mines ;  but  the  fear  of  Indian  devastations  operates  as 
a  blight  and  mildew  upon  all  enterprise  calculated  to  unfold  and  bring 
forth  the  mineral  wealth  of  this  country,  which  is  certainly  very  gre;ii, 
unless  all  the  evidences  of  mineral  wealth  shall  prove  deceptive  here, 
which  is  not  probable.    But  few  countries  afford  greater  advantages 
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for  the  rearing  of  herds  and  flocks  than  this,  and  scarcely  any  pos- 
sesses a  more  salubrious  and  healthy  climate  than  New  Mexico;  but  its 
growth  and  settlement  has  been  greatly  retarded  by  the  roving  and 
warlike  prop^sities  of  its  aboriginal  inhabitants  for  the  last  two  hun- 
dred years. 

The  policy  of  feeding  and  clothing  the  Indians,  and  of  distributing 
annual  or  semi-annual  presents  among  them,  is  one  of  doubtful  expe- 
diency, as  it  is  certainly  an  expensive  one  in  New  Mexico,  where  the 
prices  of  everything  are  only  exceeded  by  those  of  California.  But 
if  this  is  to  be  the  policy  of  the  government,  it  ought  to  approximate 
uniformity,  as  near  as  may  be  practicable,  one  year  with  another,  as 
the  idea  of  distributing  presents  liberally  one  year  and  withholding  them 
the  next,  as  is  now  the  case,  is  productive  of  much  evil,  and  of  but 
little  if  any  good,  unless  it  is  made  a  permanent  policy.  You  cannot 
make  the  Indian  understand  the  reason  and  the  causes  why  Congress 
appropriated  only  $10,000  for  the  management  of  Indian  affairs  in  this 
Territory  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  when  much  larger  sums  have  been 
heretofore  annually  appropriated  for  their  benefit.  Any  person,  pos- 
sessing the  slightest  knowledge  or  experience  of  the  expenditures  mci- 
dental  to  the  Indian  service  m  this  country  or  Territory,  must  know 
that  $10,000  is  wholly  insufficient,  and  is  practically  equivalent  to  no 
appropriation,  when  it  is  considered  that  there  are  upwards  of  thirty 
thousand  hostile  Indians  subject  to  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  this 
superintendency,  embracing  the  Gila  and  Cohila  Apaches  and  Mesca- 
teras  in  the  south  and  soumwest,  the  Navajos  on  the  west,  the  Utahs 
and  northern  Jicarilla  Apaches  on  the  north  and  east,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  fierce  and  warlike  tribes  of  the  Kiowas,  Cheyennes,  and  Arrapahoes, 
•on  the  northeast,  and  the  Comanches  on  the  southeast,  that  press  upon 
its  borders,  and  often  invade  its  territory,  committing  frightful  depreda- 
tions, both  upon  its  citizens  and  property.  I  maintain,  upon  principle 
and  reason,  that,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  healthy  and  efficient  man- 
agement of  Indian  affairs,  the  Indians  should  be  made  to  know  and 
feel,  practically  and  experimentally,  the  power  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  which  can  only  be  done  by  the  military  arm  of  the 
government.  It  is  only  in  this  way  that  his  understanding  can  be 
approached,  and  his  roving,  warlike,  and  savage  propensity  conquered 
ana  s'ibdued.  When  this  shall  have  been  thorougnly  accomplished, 
then  is  the  time  to  make  treaties  and  give  presents.  He  will  then 
understand  that  it  is  firom  a  principle  of  benevolence  and  friendship  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  and  not  through  fear  and  a  desire  to  buy 
their  peace,  as  many  of  them  now  believe  is  the  principle  upon  whicn 
the  government  distributes  presents  to  them. 

If  I  have  indicated  a  firm  and  decisive  Indian  policy,  it  is  not  because 
of  any  unkind  feeUngs  I  entertain  towards  the  red  man  of  the  moun- 
tain; but,  on  the  contrary,  he  has  my  profound  sympathy  on  account 
of  his  savage  and  degraded  condition.  It  is  his  acts  of  cruelty  and 
inhumanity  that  I  condemn,  and  for  which  I  would  have  him  punished. 
His  reason  can  only  be  reached  by  physical  power  or  force.  He  must 
be  first  subdued,  and  then  there  may  be  a  chance  to  civilize  him  to 
some  extent,  and  teach  him  the  art  of  agriculture. 

I  would  fiirthermore  suggest,  that  it  would  be  judicious  for  the 
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fovernment  of  the  United  States  to  assign  to  each  Indian  tribe  in  New 
lexico  a  section  of  country  to  be  occupied  by  each  tribe,  which 
should  be  laid  off  by  metes  and  bounds,  so  that  they  might  know,  aad 
all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  what  section  of  coantiy  they  are  to 
occupy  as  theirs ;  and  that  they  had  no  right,  and  would  not  be  per- 
mitted, to  make  incursions  into  territories  not  belonfi[ing  to  them  for  the 
purpose  of  committing  acts  of  depredations  and  violence. .  The  ten- 
dency of  this  would  be  to  better  the  condition  of  the  Indian,  and  of  all 
classes  in  New  Mexico;  and  would  enable  the  government  to  manage 
the  various  tribes  with  much  more  eflSciency;  and  enable  it  to  know 
what  Indians,  and  what  tribe  of  Indians,  had  depredated  upon  either 
the  citizen  or  his  property,  if  any  depredations  should  occur,  so  that 
summary  chastisement  might  be  inflicted.  The  Indian  is  easily  gov- 
erned when  he  knows  the  government  has  the  power  to  control  him 
and  punish  his  acts  of  violence.  All  experience  and  knowledge  of 
Indian  character  warrants  this  assertion. 

I  have  visited  many  of  the  Pueblo  Indians  in  the  counties  of  Rio 
Arriba  and  Taos,  within  this  agency.  I  find  these  Indians  friendly, 
and  well  disposed  towards  the  government  and  the  citizens  of  tins 
Territory.  1  hey  are  very  generally  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  look  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  a  maintenance.  They  have 
long  since  abandoned  the  chase  and  the  hunt  as  a  means  of  subsist- 
ence. These  (Pueblo)  Indians  are  half  civilized,  and  live  in  villages  or 
pueblos ;  from  the  latter  they  derive  their  name.  These  Indians  claim 
the  soil  upon  which  they  live  and  cultivate,  in  their  own  right  and  in 
fee  simple,  and  most  unquestionably  have  a  clear  right  to  so  claim  and 
hold  them.  Their  grants  are  from  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  govern- 
ments, and  are  the  oldest  and  best  in  the  country,  many  of  them  having 
been  derived  from  the  Spanish  government  from  one  to  two  hundred 
years  ago.  These  Indians,  however,  complain  that  the  Mexicans  are 
continually  making  encroachments  upon  their  grants.  I  would,  w^ith 
deference,  suggest  that  some  steps  be  taken  at  an  early  day  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  and  defining  the  actual  boundaries  of  their  grants 
or  pueblos,  in  order  that  punishment  might  be  inflicted  upon  those  who 
trespass  upon  their  rights ;  and  also  to  define  the  boundaries  between 
different  pueblos  or  villages,  as  continued  disputes  are  arising  between 
the  Pueblo  Indians  and  Mexicans  as  to  where  the  true  boundaries  are, 
and  occasionally  between  different  pueblos  or  villages — ^though  this  is 
seldom  the  case— otherwise  strife  and  bloodshed  will  grow  out  of  these 
contentions.  These  Indians,  by  their  conduct,  merit  the  attention  of 
the  government,  and  should  receive  its  fostering  care  and  watchfulness. 
They  number  from  seven  to  eight  thousand,  including  all  classes,  in 
New  Mexico. 

The  Intercourse  act  fails  to  meet  many  cases  that  are  constandy 
arising  here,  and  needs  amendments,  so  far  as  New  Mexico  is  con- 
cerned, as  the  topography,  people,  and  Indians  of  this  Territory,  are 
different  from  those  ot  any  other  superintendency  in  many  respects, 
and  the  penalties  intended  to  be  inflicted  should  vary  accordingly,  in 
order  to  make  it  efficient.     I  may  take  occasion,  in  a  special  report, 
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to  point  out  and  suggest  such  amendments  as  appear  to  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  exigencies  often  occurring. 

Very  respectiiilly,  &c., 

E.  A.  GRAVES, 

Indian  Agent. 
Gov.  D.  Meriwether, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  New  Mexico, 
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Department  op  Indian  Apfairs,  Utah  Territory, 

Chreat  Salt  Lake  Cuy^  Septimber,  30,  1853. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  department,  I  trans- 
mit the  following  report  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1853,  to- 
gether with  a  full  list  of  the  employes  in  this  superintendency,  the  ac- 
count current,  the  abstract  and  accompanying  vouchers,  from  Nos.  1  to 
23  inclusive.  Since  my  last  report  but  little  has  occurred,  immediate- 
ly pertaining  to  this  office,  that  would  be  of  interest  to  the  department ; 
still  it  may  not  be  amiss,  nor  altogether  uninteresting,  to  allude  slightly 
to  aggressions,  by  a  portion  of  the  tribe  of  Indians  called  Utahs,  upon 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory. 

On  the  18th  of  Jmv  ultimo,  Indian  Walker  and  his  band  gave  vent  to 
their  evil  feelings,  and,  disregardless  of  uninterrupted  and  long-continued 
acts  and  expressions  of  the  utmost  kindness,  commenced  open  hostility 
by  menacing  the  people  of  Springville,  and  killing  a  citizen  at  Payson. 
Since  that  date  the  Indians  have  killed  three  other  persons,  and  wounded 
several  more,  and  driven  off  between  thi^  and  four  hundred  head  of 
cattle,  and  a  large  number  of  horses,  ana  are  still  prowling  around  the 
weaker  settlements,  watching  their  opportunity  to  kill  defenceless  and 
unarmed  persons,  and  commit  such  other  depredations  as  their  neces- 
sities or  tancies  may  dictate.  Up  to  the  present  we  have  continued 
to  act  entirely  on  the  defensive,  using  all  diligence  to  secure  our  cropsi 
hay,  and  winter's  fuel,  in  making  forts  and  yards  for  the  security  of 
our  fiimilies  and  stock,  and  in  tearing  down  houses,  and  putting  them 
up  inside  the  forts.  These  labors,  with  the  additional  duty  of  standing 
^ard,  and  being  always  on  the  alert,  have  placed  us  under  an  exceed- 
m^ly  expensive  and  onerous  burden,  in  addition  to  all  the  toils  and 
privations  always  attendant  upon  settling  new  countries,  and  more 
especiaUy  a  region  so  isolated  and  dreary  as  this  Territory.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  extra  expenses  and  losses,  the  influence  Wsdker  and  his 
band  have  exercised  upon  the  firiendly  Indians  within  their  immediate 
neighborhood  and  operations,  has  caused  this  superintendency  an 
unusual  and  necessary  expenditure,  in  presents,  provisions,  &c.,  for 
said  Indians.  The  necessity  for  this  expenditure  will  be  readily  under-" 
stood  when  you  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the  readiness  of  all  the  In- 
dians to  commit  depredations  upon  very  slight  temptation ;  their  anxiety 
through  their  ignorance,  to  come  in  considerable  bodies  to  pay  me  a 
visit  and  tarry  several  days,  to  learn  whether  we  design  killmg  them 
all,  and  the  additional  tJtouble  and  expense  of  forthwith  sending  to  the 
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small  friendly  bands  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  weak  settlements, 
whenever  any  slightly  unusual  circumstance  occurs,  to  forestall  evils 
that  may  arise  from  misunderstandings. 

Unavoidable  circumstances  have  thrown  a  large  portion  of  this  ex 
penditure  upon  the  superintendency,  instead  oi  the  agency  and  sub- 
agency. 

With  the  exception  of  Indian  Walker  and  his  band,  the  Indians 
within  our  borders  profess  friendship,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted ;  but 
the  Panoans,  near  Fillmore  city,  have  stolen  much  wheat  from  the  fields, 
and  are  suspected  of  having  shot  a  guard  on  his  post  the  Idth  instant.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  depredations  being  committed  on  the  persons  or 
property  of  emigrants  passing  on  the  Humboldt  or  Mary's  river  route, 
which  is  a  gratifying  indication  of  a  more  friendly  feeling  on  their  part 
than  heretofore. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  Indian  difficulties,  I 
issued  a  revocation  of  all  licenses  to  trade  with  Indians  in  this  Territory, 
and  have  granted  none  since.  I  deemed  this  the  most  prudent  course 
to  pursue  until  peace  is  restored  ;  as  otherwise  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  prevent  trading  guns,  powder,  and  lead,  to  our 
enemies. 

So  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  employes  in  this  superintendency  are 
tmiformly  diligent,  faithful,  and  economical  in  the  discharge  of  their 
several  duties. 

As  the  duties  and  blessings  of  this  office  are  constantly  increasing,  it 
would  accommodate  us  very  much  if  you  would  forward  a  reasonable 
number  of  blanks  by  the  first  return  mail,  if  consistent  with  usages  of 
the  department,  or  give  instructions  to  have  them  printed  here. 

Major  E.  A.  Bedell,  of  Warsaw,  Indian  agent  for  Utah,  vice  Major 
Holeman,  removed,  arrived  in^is  city  on  the  I5th  of  August  ultimo,  aod 
reported  himself  ready  ior  duty  on  the  same  day,  but  could  not  relieve 
Major  Holeman,  according  to  the  strict  letter  of  instructions  from  you, 
dated  the  6th  of  last  June,  as  Major  Holeman  was  absent  on  a  trip  to 
Carson  valley  and  did  not  return  until  last  evening.  Owing  to  this  cir- 
cumstance I  instructed  Major  Bedell  to  enter  immediately  upon  the  du- 
ties of  his  office,  and  divided  this  territory  into  two  districts,  the  eastern 
and  western,  for  the  better  conduct  of  the  business  of  this  superinten- 
dency, assigning  the  region  east  of  the  north  and  south  territorial  ward 
to  agent  E.  A  Bedell,  and  the  region  west  of  said  ward  to  sub-agent 
S.  B.  Rose.  I  have  chosen  the  above-named  ward  as  the  best  line  of 
division  for  the  present,  dividing  the  country  into  nearly  equal  parts, 
being  a  line  already  determined  and  easily  recognised. 

The  item  of  wheat  furnished  the  Indians,  and  charged  in  some  of  the 
bills,  may  require  explanation.  It  arises  from  the  fact  that  fine  flour  dis- 
agrees with  many  of  them,  and  they  prefer  to  take  the  wheat,  and  let 
the  squaws  grind  it  after  their  fashion,  which  makes  it  more  healthy 
for  them. 

I  do  not  consider  my  duty  fulfilled  in  this  report  without  briefly  al- 
luding to  the  small  annual  amount  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the 
support  of  this  superintendencv*  It  does  not  appear  to  me  even  sup- 
posable  that  Congress  is  entirely  ignorant  of  the  number  and  scattered 
condition  of  our  settlements,  nor  of  the  fact  that  considerable  nun^rs 
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of  friendly  Indians  are  almost  constandj  harboring  around  these  settle- 
DQients,  and  depending  upon  them  mainly  for  support,  without  returning 
an  equivalent  m  labor  or  trade.  The  result  is,  that  notwithstanding  the 
amount  disbursed  from  government  funds  for  their  relief,  that  amount 
fells  thort  of  their  necessities,  and  very  fer  short  of  their  wishes  and 
demands ;  thus  almost  forcing  our  citizens  to  furnish  the  larger  portion 
of  the  reUef,  or  subject  themselves  to  annoyance,  depredation,  and  the 
loss  of  property  by  theft.  The  former  course  is  pursued,  being  wisely 
deemed  far  the  best  and  most  humane  pohcy,  as  you  are  already  well 
aware  that  the  resources  for  a  livelihood  open  to  ihe  natives,  by  their 
country  and  habits,  are  very  limited. 

Trusting  that  this  my  report  is  sufficiently  extended  and  explicit,  and 
that  the  accompanying  papers  are  in  due  form,  they  are  respectfully 
submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG, 
Governor  and  ex-officio  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^ 

Utah  Territory. 
Hon.  George  W.  Mantfenny, 

Commissioner  ^  Indian  Affairs^  Waskingtunf  D.  C. 


No.  81. 


Great  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  T., 

September  80,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department,  I 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  report,  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  the  same,  through  you,  to  the  department : 

Since  my  last  annual  report  you  are  advised  of  my  proceedings  up 
to  July.  By  instructions  from  your  excellency,  dated  June  30, 1  left 
this  city  on  the  6th  July,  for  an  expedition  to  visit  the  Indians  on  the 
Humboldt  and  Carson  rivers.  In  the  course  of  my  journey  I  met  with 
various  small  parties  of  Indians,  principally  of  the  Sboshonee  or  Snake 
tribe,  until  I  arrived  at  Thousand  Spring  valley,  where  I  met  with  the 
chief  of  a  band  of  the  Shoshonee  tribe,  by  the  name  of  Too-ke-mah, 
(the  rabbit,)  whose  band  numbers  about  600.  I  had  previously  met  a 
party  of  his  band  on  Goose  creek,  who  informed  me  that  their  village 
was  in  the  mountains,  some  distance  from  the  road.  I  employed  one 
of  the  party  to  proceed  to  the  village  and  invite  the  chief  and  his  band 
to  meet  me  in  Tnousand  Spring  valley.  He,  Too-ke-mah,  and  a  portion 
of  his  band,  met  me  accordingly.  Afler  a  talk,  having  founa  them 
friendly  disposed  to  the  whites,  and  he  having  promised  a  continuation 
of  his  friendship,  I  gave  him  some  presents,  to  be  distributed  among 
his  tribe  as  he  might  think  proper,  leaving  to  him  the  selection,  as  I  had 
not  presents  to  give  to  all.  He  seenjed  much  pleased  with  the  kind-^ 
ness  and  attention  shown  him,  and  promised  that  no  difficnlties  should 
occur  to  the  whites,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned ;  that  he  and  his  band 
would  not  only  treat  them  with  kindness,  but  that  they  would  render 
them  any  assistance  in  their  power.     Too-ke-mah  and  his  band  claim 
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the  country  adjacent  to  Thousand  Spring  valley,  and  west  as  far  as  ihe 
Humboldt.    When  I  arrived  on  the  Humboldt  I  met  various  straggly 

Sarties  of  the  Sbosbonee  tribe,  who  belong  to  a  band  under  the  chief, 
fe-me-te-kah,  (man-eater,)  whose  band  numbers  about  600.  I  laid  by 
two  days,  and  sent  two  of  his  band  in  search  of  him ;  they  brought  him 
to  my  camp,  accompanied  by  his  son  and  several  of  his  braves.  I  found 
him  quite  an  intelligent  Indian,  noble  in  appearance,  aiid  a  particular 
friend  to  the  whites.  He  had  never  permitted  any  of  his  bands  to  dis- 
turb the  whites ;  he  told  me  there  were  bad  Ind^ns  on  the  Humboldt, 
they  would  sometimes  steal  from  the  whites;  but  if  they  did  not  cease 
their  depredations  upon  the  whites,  he  would  collect  his  band  together 
and  make  them.  I  gave  him  sonie  presents,  which  he  received  very 
friendly,  but  told  me  he  did  not  take  them  as  pay  for  his  friendship; 
he  was,  and  always  had  been,  a  friend  to  all  the  whites  who  travelled 
the  road ;  that  as  his  great  father  the  big  captain  (meaning  the  Presi- 
dent) had  sent  them  to  him,  it  made  his  heart  glad,  and  he  never  would 
forget  it.  He  sent  two  of  his  braves  with  me ;  one  Paut-wa-a-raute, 
(the  drowned  man,)  who  has  a  separate  band  of  about  200,  occupying 
the  country  around  and  about  the  first  crossing  of  the  Humboldt,  and 
directed  them  to  find  a  chief,  a  friend  of  his,  who  resides  near  Stony 
point,  called  Oh-hah-quah,  (yellow-skin,)  who  has  a  band  of  about  450, 
also  of  the  Shoshonee  tribe.  They  accompanied  me  to  the  village,  but 
Oh-hah-t]uah  was  absent  on  a  hunt,  and  could  not  be  found.  I  gave 
them  some  presents,  and  sent  some  to  their  chief.  All  promised  friend- 
ship to  the  whites,  and  seemed  much  pleased. 

Two  of  Oh-hah-quah's  band  accompanied  me  down  the  Humboldt 
upwards  of  one  hundred  miles.  They  enabled  me  to  see  many  Indians, 
as  they  knew  their  haunts,  all  of  whom  promised  friendship.  About 
seventy-five  miles  from  the  sink  of  the  Humboldt  I  met  with  a  party  of 
Bannacks,  belonging  to  a  band  under  their  chief,  Te*ve-re-wena,  (the 
long  man.)  Two  of  them  accompanied  me  to  the  sink  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  the  chief;  he,  with  many  of  his  braves,  was  out  in  the  moun- 
tains on  a  hunt.  They  promised  to  meet  me  at  their  village,  near  the 
Big  Meadows,  on  my  return.  After  crossing  the  desert  to  Carson  val- 
ley, 1  found  but  few  Indians  until  I  arrived  at  the  Mormon  station,  near 
the  head  of  the  vaUey.  There  I  met  with  a  number  of  the  Pintabs 
and  Washaws ;  they  were  stragglers  from  their  bands,  hunting  and 
fishing  on  the  river.  The  Washaws  reported  that  they  had  two  chiefs, 
who  were  at  that  time  in  the  mountains,  they  knew  not  where.  Tlu3 
tribe  is  and  has  been  very  troublesome. 

The  many  depredations  which  have  been  committed  on  the  whites 
in  crossing  the  Sierra  Nevada  no  doubt  have  been  by  this  tribe.  The 
Pintahs  are  in  two  separate  bands,  commanded  by  two  chiefs,  one  es- 
timated at  three  hundred  and  the  other  at  three  hundred  and  fifty. 
They  reside  on  the  Carson  river,  and  in  the  mountains  east  and  south- 
east of  the  river.  They  have  been  generally  friendly  to  the  whites,  and 
are  very  poor. 

Having  exhausted  my  stock  of  Indian  goods,  and  not  being  able  to 
get  a  supply  in  the  valley,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  send  over  the 
mountains  for  them,  as  it  vas  very  important  to  have  some  as  I  re- 
turned up  the  Humboldt.    I  had  of  necessity  to  recruit  and  rest  mj 
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animals  before  I  returned ;  and  as  the  trip  could  be  made  in  ten  or 
twelve  days,  I  made  arrangements  with  Messrs.  Barnard  and  Reese  to 
furnish  me  with  such  articles  as  I  thought  necessary. 

I  left  Carson  valley  on  the  7th  instant.  On  my  retum  I  met  with 
many  of  the  Pintahs  tribe  on  Carson  river,  but  saw  neither  of  the 
chiefs;  they  were  both  absent  from  their  bands  on  hunting  excursions. 
All  were  very  friendly ;  no  disturbances  on  the  river  during  the  present 
season  by  the  Indians.  I  gave  them  some  presents  and  sent  some  to 
their  chiefs.  At  the  sink  of  the  Humboldt  I  met  with  a  few  of  the  Ban- 
nack  tribe,  who  belonged  to  a  band  under  the  chief,  Te-ve-re-wena,  (the 
long  man )  They  accompanied  me  to  the  village  at  the  head  of  the 
Big  Meadows.  This  chief,  with  many  of  his  braves,  was  also  on  a 
hunt — his  band  numbers  about  six  hundred.  I  held  a  talk  with  them ; 
all  appeared  very  friendly ;  seemed  much  pleased  at  the  friendship  of 
their  great  father  in  sending  them  presents.  They  assured  me  that 
the  whites  should  not  be  disturbed  by  any  of  their  band. 

The  Humboldt  river  runs  through  a  narrow  channel  for  some  seventy- 
five  miles  above  the  sink ;  the  bottoms  are  very  narrow,  affording  but 
little  grass,  and  of  course  no  game.  The  Indians  do  not  reside  near  the 
river,  and  I  met  none  until  I  arrived  within  fitly  miles  of  Stony  point. 
I  here  met  with  a  small  band  of  Shoshonees  belonging  to  Oh-hah-quah's 
band.  I  gave  them  some  presents,  and  engaged  a  brave  to  accompany 
me  to  their  village  near  Stony  point  I  found  them  much  scattered  on 
bunting  parties ;  I  gave  them  presents  of  various  kinds,  which  seemed 
to  please  them  very  much.  They  promised  friendship  to  the  whites  in 
future,  and  from  tneir  conduct  generally  I  think  they  will  adhere  to 
their  promises.  Oh-hah-quah  sent  two  of  his  braves  with  me  for  the 
purpose  of  finding;  some  parties  of  his  band  who  were  off  hunting,  but 
they  were  not  to  be  fbuna.  He  informed  me  that  there  had  been  some 
trouble  with  the  whites  and  Ne-me-te-kah's  band,  and  that  Ne-me-te- 
kah  had  sent  for  him  and  requested  that  he  and  his  band  would  join 
him  for  the  purpose  of  killing  all  the  whites  that  passed  the  road,  as 
the  whites  had  Killed  his  son  and  five  of  his  braves,  without  any  cause 
whatever.  But  Oh-hah-quah  refused  to  join  him,  and  told  him  he  was 
afraid  I  would  be  mad  with  him ;  that  he  had  promised  me  to  be 
friendly  to  the  whites — ^that  he  was  afraid  to  tell  me  a  lie ;  that  he 
would  be  friendly  with  the  whites  until  he  could  see  me,  which  he 
knew  would  be  in  a  few  sleeps,  (meaning  days,)  and  advised  Ne-me-te- 
kah  to  wait  until  my  return. 

Near  Stony  point  I  met  an  emigrant  train,  who  informed  me  that  a 
party  of  Californians,  who  had  been  on  the  Humboldt  on  a  trading  ex- 
pedition, had  killed  six  Indians,  taken  their  horses,  and  left  for  Cali- 
fornia. They  travelled  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  passed  me 
unknown.  I  hastened  up  the  river,  and  on  arriving  at  Gravelly  ford  I 
met  two  emigrant  trains,  both  of  which  had  been  attacked  by  the  Indi- 
ans, and  had  four  men  badly  wounded,  and  lost  many  of  their  stock, 
with  one  wagon  and  a  quantity  of  provisions,  with  much  other  valua- 
ble property.  I  sent  the  two  Indians  given  me  by  Oh-hah-quah  to  see 
Ne-me-te-kah,  and  to  request  him  to  cease  further  attacks  on  the  whites, 
and  to  request  him  to  meet  me  as  soon  as  possible.  They  travelled  all 
night,  and  brought  him  to  me  next  morning.    After  much  persuasion  he 
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was  induced  to  come.  He  said  he  was  afraid  to  see  me ;  that  his  con- 
duct had  been  so  different  from  what  he  had  promised  me,  he  feared  I 
would  be  mad  with  him.  He  still  expressed  a  great  desire  to  be 
friendly  with  the  whites,  but  said  the  whites  would  not  be  friendly  with 
him ;  that  the  whites  had  killed  his  son  and  his  men,  and  taken  their 
hotses  and  guns,  without  any  cause ;  that  it  had  made  his  heart  sick— 
had  made  lus  men  mad,  ana  he  could  not  restrain  them ;  they  were  de- 
termined to  be  revenged  on  the  whites.  Having  learned  the  cause  of 
these  troubles  from  an  emigrant  who  witnessed  tne  attack  and  robbery 
of  the  Indians  by  the  California  traders,  I  explained  to  him  the  differ- 
ence between  those  traders  and  the  emigrants— that  the  emigrants  had 
no  acquaintance  with  them;  that  the  emigrants  were  much  opposed  to 
such  outrages  on  the  Indians ;  that  their  great  father  did  not  allow  his 
white  children  to  harm  the  Indians,  &c.,  Sec.  When  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  true  situation  of  the  emigrants,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween them  and  these  traders,  he  seemed  to  regret  the  course  he  bad 
taken,  but  said  his  heart  was  sick  at  the  murder  of  his  son,  and  be- 
lieving the  whites  all  to  blame,  he  had  sought  revenge  upon  the  first 
that  passed;  but  now,  that  he  understood  who  had  killed  them,  he  was 
better  satisfied,  and  that  all  further  troubles  should  cease. 

I  distributed  to  his  band  all  the  presents  I  had;  sent  some  to  the  rel- 
atives of  those  who  had  been  killed ;  all  of  which  were  received,  appa- 
rently, with  much  good  feeling  and  entire  satisfiiGtion.  They  promised 
that  no  further  difficulties  should  occur  on  their  part.  I  then  proceeded 
on  my  journey — met  Paut-wa-avante  with  several  of  his  band,  and 
gave  them  the  presents  I  had  reserved  for  them.  He  was  much  pleased; 
and  I  left  the  Humboldt  with  the  strongest  assurances  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians  of  their  friendly  feelings  towards  the  emigrants.  And  I 
feel  confident  that  if  the  emigrants  who  have  to  pass  the  road  this  sea^ 
son  (and  they  are  few)  will  treat  the  Indians  with  any  degree  of  kind- 
ness, there  will  be  no  fiirther  difficulties.  When  I  arrived  in  Thousand 
Spring  valley  I  found  but  few  of  Too-ke-moh's  band.  He  and  the 
most  of  his  band  had  lefl  for  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Hall,  where 
there  is  more  game,  and  where  they  intend  to  winter.  With  these  In- 
dians I  have  had  considerable  intercourse.  By  giving  them  a  few  pre- 
sents, and  always  feeding  them  when  they  came  to  my  camp,  I  have 
gained  over  them  an  influence  and  friendship  which  seem  to  inspire 
them  with  confidence  in  me,  and  ^eat  respect  and  friendship  for  the 
government.  I  feel  assured  of  their  amicable  and  friendly  disposition 
at  present. 

I  have  given  you,  sir,  as  minutely  as  time  and  circumstances  will 
admit,  an  account  of  my  expedition ;  and  given  you  as  nearly  as  I 
could  the  substance  and  language  of  the  Indians  on  all  the  most  im- 
portant matters. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  gave  it  as  my  opinbn  that  it  was  very 
important  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  travel  on  this  route  that  govern- 
ment should  establish  a  post  on  these  rivers ;  without  which,  I  firmly 
believe,  there  will  be  no  safety  to  emigration.  The  road  is  lined  with 
trading  posts  from  California  to  within  150  miles  of  this  city,  princi- 
pally by  men  from  California;  they  station  themselves  at  every  point 
where  good  food  is  to  be  found.     Their  stock  in  trade  consists  princi- 
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pally  of  liquors;  scarcely  an  article  is  found  that  the  emigrants  stand 
most  in  need  of.  By  unkind  treatment  to  the  Indians  they  make  them 
unfnendly  towards  the  emigrants ;  schisms  arise  which  they  take  ad- 
vantage of,  and  steal,  and  commit  more  depredations  than  the  Indians, 
all  of  which  they  manage  to  have  charged  to  the  Indians.  I  was  told 
by  the  Indians  that  some  of  these  traders  had  proposed  to  them  to  steal 
stock  from  emigrants,  and  run  them  off  into  the  valleys  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  after  the  emigration  had  ceased  passing,  they  would  bring 
out  guns,  ammunition,  blankets,  &c.,  and  trade  with  them  for  tbe  stock 
stolen.  I  endeavored  to  put  a  stop  to  this  species  of  trade  and  traffic* 
I  informed  them  that  they  were  violating  the  laws,  and  subjecting  them- 
selves to  fines  and  punishment,  and  that  I  should  be  compelled  to  put 
the  laws  in  force  against  them.  They  laughed  at  me ;  they  defied  me 
and  the  laws ;  they  told  me  there  were  so  many  of  them  that  they  could 
and  would  do  as  they  pleased,  law  or  no  law.  As  I  had  not  a  force 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  enforce  the  laws,  I  could  do  nothing  with 
them ;  it  was  useless  to  attempt  what  I  had  not  the  power  to  enforce. 
I  had,  therefore,  to  leave  them  to  their  own  will. 

In  a  previous  communication  I  gave  you  my  views  in  relation  to  this 
section  of  the  Territory.  From  my  recent  trip  I  am  more  strongly  im- 
pressed with  its  importance.  I  feel  satisfied  that  until  government 
throws  protection  over  this  route,  and  places  the  means  withm  the  reach 
of  the  officers  to  enforce  their  authority  and  the  laws,  there  can  be  no 
safety  to  travel.  The  whites  who  infest  the  country  are  far  more 
troublesome  than  the  Indians.  Having  been  delayed  on  the  Humboldt 
quieting  the  difficulties  with  these  Indians,  I  did  not  arrive  in  this  city 
in  time  to  make  out  jny  accounts,  which  should  accompany  this  report, 
before  the  mail  will  leave.  Being  relieved  from  duty,  and  my  successor 
having  arrived,  I  shall  consequently  leave  for  the  States  as  early  as 
possible.  I  shall  visit  Washington  as  soon  as  I  return;  and,  if  it  would 
not  be  a  violation  of  rule,  I  would  be  pleased  if  you  would  receive  this 
report,  and  grant  me  the  privilege  of  settling  my  accounts  with  the  de- 
partment at  Washington,  as  I  cannot  get  them  ready  for  this  mail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOLEMAN, 
Indian  Agents  Utah  Territory. 

His  Excellency  Brioham  Youno, 

Ex-officio  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  U.  T. 


No.  82. 


Indian  Supbrintbndency,  Oregon, 

June  23,  1853. 

Sir  :  Being  informed  that  a  party  of  thirty  or  forty  men  were  about 
to  set  out  in  a  few  days  along  the  route  of  the  new  road  from  the  Wil- 
lamette valley  to  Fort  Bois6,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  that  work, 
yet  in  an  unfinished  state  on  the  eastern  end,  I  have  availed  myself  of 
this  safe  and  economical  escort  to  send  agent  J.  M.  Garrison  to  visit  the 
Indian  tribes  through  whose  country  this  road  passes. 
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The  consideration  that  these  Indians  have  never  been  visited  by  a 
government  officer,  that  they  had  repeatedly  evinced  hostility  to  white 
men  passing  through  their  country,  and  that  a  large  portion  of  the  emi- 
gration of  the  present  season  will  pass  that  way  to  tneir  destination  in 
the  southern  part  of  our  Territory,  who  will  be  subject  to  annoyance 
and  injury,  if  not  destruction,  from  these  savages,  unless  they  are 
speedily  conciliated  or  intimidated,  has  induced  me,  without  awaiting 
the  instructions  of  the  Indian  department  at  Washington,  which  could 
not  be  obtained  in  time  to  meet  the  emergency,  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibility  of  the  step  referred  to  above,  which  I  trust  will  meet  your  ap- 
proval. I  have  directed  Mr.  Garrison  to  call  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes 
together,  as  opportunity  may  offer,  for  conference,  and  have  supplied 
him  with  a  few  Indian  goods  as  presents.  I  have  also  directed  him  to 
take  notes  on  all  topics  of  interest,  respecting  the  country  and  its  inhabi- 
tants, for  the  use  of  the  department;  all  of  which  will  more  fully  appear 
by  reference  to  the  copy  of  his  instructions,  which  I  herewith  transmit. 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  funds,  I  am  compelled  to  purchase  the  goods 
and  outfit  of  the  expedition  on  credit  till  the  appropriate  remittance  is 
made. 

No  official  information  of  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  except  that 
of  J.  M.  Garrison,  esq.,  has  been  received.  I  have,  however,  seen  a 
notice  of  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Samuel  H.  Culver  and  Robert  IL 
Thompson,  as  agents  for  Oregon,  in  the  New  York  "  Herald.**  The 
agency  in  the  southern  part  of  tne  Territory  being  vacated  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Skinner,  and  the  interests  of  the  department  demanding 
the  early  presence  of  an  agent  in  that  quarter,  presuming  on  the  accu- 
racy of  the  statement  in  the  "Herald,"  I  have  assigned  Mr.  Culver  to 
it,  and  have  written  to  him  at  his  post  at  Port  Orford,  (a  point  with 
which  communication  is  slow  and  difficult,)  directing  him,  immediately 
on  receiving  his  commission,  to  proceed  to  this  office  for  instructions 
preparatory  to  his  entering  on  duty  in  that  field. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Thompson  is  said  to  be  on  his  way  over  the  plains,  and 
will  probably  arrive  in  September.  The  presence  of  an  agent  is  press- 
ingly  demanded  in  middle  Oregon,  and  I  have  proposed  the  matter  to 
Mr.  Philip  F.  Thompson,  one  of  the  recently  appointed  sub-agents.  He 
is,  however,  unwilling  to  go  unless  allowed  the  pay  of  a  full  agent ;  and 
in  view  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  quarter,  which  you  will  have 
learned  from  my  former  letter,  the  long  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Thompson 
with  Indian  character,  and  his  well-attested  integrity,  I  have  determined 
to  locate  him  temporarily  at  the  Utilli  agency  till  the  arrival  of  Mr.  R- 
R.  Thompson,  and  earnestly  recommend  that  the  department  comply 
with  his  terms  in  regard  to  salary. 

I  at  first  intended  to  assign  agent  Garrison  temporarily  to  the  Udlla 
agency ;  but,  on  reflection,  deemed  that  the  service  would  not  be  pro- 
moted by  doing  so. 

Had  Isaiah  L.  Parrish,  esq.,  received  the  appointment  of  agent,  his 
long  service  in  that  department,  intimate  acquaintance  with  Indian 
character,  and  business  tact,  would  have  insured  a  favorable  result  in 
his  assiornment  to  the  duty  of  visiting  the  Indians  on  the  new  route 
from  the  head  of  the  valley  to  Fort  Bois^;  but  as  sub- agent,  the  roea* 
gre  salary,  $760  per  year,  scarcely  equal  to  that  of  a  common  laborer. 


H.  Doc.  1.  449 

is  wholly  inadequate.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  vacancy,  Mr.  Parrish  be  appointed  to  a  full  agency.  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  fact  that  a  general 
restlessness  and  dissatisfaction  exists  among  these  tribes  with  whom 
treaties  were  negotiated  on  account  of  their  noa-ratification. 

They  have  become  distrustful  of  all  promises  made  them  by  the 
United  States,  and  believe  the  design  of  the  government  is  to  defer 
doing  anything  for  them  till  they  have  wasted  away.  The  settlement 
of  the  whites  on  the  tracts  whicn  they  regarded  as  secured  to  them  by 
solemn  treaty  stipulations,  results  among  the  Indians  of  the  valley  in 
frequent  misunderstandings  between  them  and  the  settlers,  and  occa- 
sions and  augments  bitter  animosities  and  resentments.  I  am  in  the 
almost  daily  receipt  of  complaints  and  petitions  for  a  redress  of  wrongs 
from  both  parties.  The  increasing  settlements  are  rapidly  diminishing 
the  roots  and  game  on  which  the  Indians  of  the  valley  mainly  subsist, 
and  their  increasing  difficulties  in  obtaining  subsistence,  in  the  absence 
of  moral  restraint,  impels  them  to  the  frequent  commission  of  petty 
thefts — 3,  source  of  annoyance^  loss,  and  irritation  to  the  settlers.  A 
few  of  the  Indians  are  inclined  to  industry,  and  are  useful  as  laborers ; 
but  the  mass  are  exceedingly  indolent  and  improvident,  and  the  pro- 
pensity to  gamble,  so  strong  and  universal  in  the  red  man,  exists  in  all. 
Advantage  of  this  habit  is  often  taken  by  unprincipled  whites  to  strip 
the  Indians  of  their  horses,  blankets,  and  other  property,  to  absolute 
destitution.  The  same  hands,  despite  of  every  eflbrt  to  prevent  it,  are 
regardless  of  the  heavy  penalty  of  the  law,  and  often  introduce  ardent 
spirits  into  their  lodges,  when  the  savage  is  still  further  degraded  by 
intoxication  and  polluted  by  other  vicious  indulgences. 

This  is  a  dark  picture,  and  strikingly  in  contrast,  I  admit,  with  some 
that  have  been  drawn  of  the  social  condition  of  those  tribes  and  bands; 
but  I  believe  none  of  its  lines  are  too  darkly  traced,  and  other,  not 
inviting  or  redeeming  features,  might  be  added. 

That  these  Indians  cannot  long  remain  on  the  reserves  in  the  heart 
of  the  settlements  granted  them  by  treaty,  even  should  Congress  con- 
firm those  treaties,  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  argument.  Vice  and  dis- 
ease, the  baleful  gifts  of  civilization,  are  hurrying  them  away^  and  ere 
long  the  bones  of  the  last  of  many  a  band  may  whiten  on  the  graves 
of  his  ancestors.  If  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  government  to  pre- 
serve and  elevate  these  remnants  of  the  abori^nes  are  to  be  carried 
forward  to  a  successfiil  issue,  th^re  appears  but  one  path  open.  A 
home  remote  from  the  settlements  must  be  selected  for  them.  There 
they  must  be  guarded  from  the  pestiferous  influence  of  degraded  white 
men,  and  restrained  by  proper  laws  from  violence  and  wrong  amone^ 
themselves.  Let  comfortable  houses  be  erected  for  them,  seeds  and 
proper  implements  furnished,  and  instruction  and  encouragement  given 
them  in  tne  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Let  school-houses  be  erected,  and 
teachers  employed  to  instruct  their  children;  and  let  the  missionaries 
of  the  gospel  of  peace  be  encouraged  to  dwell  among  them.  Let  com- 
pleteness of  plan,  energy,  patience,  and  perseverance  characterize  the 
effort;  and,  it  still  it  fail,  the  government  will  have  at  least  the  satis- 
fibction  of  knowing  that  an  honest  and  determined  endeavor  was  made 
to  save  and  elevate  a  fidlen  race. 
29 
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Should  the  government  adopt  the  plan  of  colonizing  these  tribes,  the 
selection  of  a  proper  territory  in  which  to  place  them  is  an  important 
consideration,  and  the  selection  should  only  be  made  after  extensiim 
and  careful  exploration.  With  this  view,  1  have  given  special  instruc- 
tions to  agent  Garrison  in  regard  to  the  country  through  which  the 
expedition  in  which  he  is  now  entering  will  pass. 

The  Cayuses,  Nez- Percys,  and  other  tribes  of  the  middle  region,  ex- 
press much  opposition  to  having  the  coast  and  valley  Indians  colonized 
m  these  territories,  as  they  dread,  with  good  reason  indeed,  the  intro- 
duction of  a  people  among  them,  with  whom  diseases  loathsome  and 
fatal,  contracted  oy  their  intercourse  with  white  men,  have  become  he- 
reditary. Nor  do  the  coast  and  valley  Indians,  in  general,  feel  less  re- 
luctance to  being  secured  east  of  the  Cascade  range;  and  most  ]»x>b- 
ably,  should  it  be  deemed  best  to  place  them  in  that  region,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  give  them  military  protection  from  the  Indians  now 
inhabiting  them. 

The  habits  and  languages  of  the  Indians  of  the  valley  are,  for  the 
most  part,  more  coincident  with  those  of  the  coast  tribes  than  those  of 
the  interior,  and  they  are  generally  on  terras  of  friendship  and  ftee  in- 
tercourse. It  has,  on  this  account,  been  suggested  that  a  portion  of 
the  Pacific  coast  might  be  designated  as  the  future  home  of  the  Indians 
of  the  Willamette  valley. 

On  the  coast  generally,  game,  such  as  elk,  deer,  bears,  pheasants 
and  water-fowl,  abounds ;  the  numerous  small  streams,  in  the  pfoper 
season,  are  crowded  with  salmon,  and  the  rocks  and  beach  anbrd  a 
variety  of  clams  and  muscles. 

There  are  many  small  valleys  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  grain 
and  vegetables,  especially  the  potato ;  while  the  tide  meadows  near 
the  streams,  and  the  hills  on  the  coast,  are  covered  throughout  the  year 
with  luxuriant  grass.     Wholesome  berries  and  roots  are  also  abundant* 

Rugged  mountains  separate  the  tract  from  the  valley  of  the  Willa- 
mette. The  want  of  safe  entrances  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  and 
harbors  repel  ingress  from  the  sea ;  the  valleys,  though  numerous,  are 
too  small  to  invite,  for  many  years,  the  settlement  of  the  whites.  These 
features  seem  peculiarly  to  mark  this  region  as  the  proper  retreat  of  the 
waning  Indian  bands. 

This  description,  derived  from  reliable  sources,  refers  to  that  part  of 
the  coast  between  the  Gaquinna  and  Alsega  rivers.  During  this  sum- 
mer, if  the  duties  of  the  departmeiit  permit,  I  intend  to  explore  this  re- 
gion and  other  parts  of  the  coast,  and  my  personal  examination  will 
enable  me  to  speak  more  certainly  of  the  adaptation  of  the  coast  region 
to  be  made  the  future  home  of  the  Indians  of  the  valley. 

It  is  evident  that  delay  in  coming  to  a  full  and  definite  understand- 
ing with  the  Indian  bands  residing  in  the  settlements  serves  greatly  to 
increase  the  difficulty  of  final  adjustment.  In  the  absence  of  instruc- 
tions from  the  department,  I  feel  much  embarrassed  how  to  proceed  in 
adjusting  existing  difficulties.  My  conviction,  from  what  I  nave  said, 
may  be  easily  inferred,  that  these  evils  can  scarcely  be  mitigated  by 
any  means  in  my  power,  and  only  abated  by  the  removal  of  the  Indians. 
The  peace  of  society,  the  security  of  property,  the  wel&ie  of  the  In- 
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dian,  demand  it.    I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  request  your  early 
consideration  of  this  subject,  and  instruction  in  the  premises. 

In  consequence  of  the  increasing  violations  of  the  laws  prohibiting 
the  giving  and  sellmg  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  and  the  great 
difficulty  of  convicting  persons  so  engaged,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable 
to  appoint  a  special  agent  to  visit  the  different  points  where  this  traffic 
is  most  extensively  carried  on,  and  collect  such  information  as  would 
enable  the  agents  of  the  department  more  effectually  to  break  up  these 
establishments  and  bring  the  violators  of  the  law  to  justice.  I  have 
appointed  Mr.  Cris.  Taylor  to  this  service,  and  information  is  already 
obtained  deeply  implicating  several  persons  heretofore  not  suspected. 

Washington  Territory  being  no  longer  within  the  superintendency,  and 
yet  in  an  unorganized  state,  many  persons  have  established  themselves 
for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  on  the  north  side  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  hope  thus  to  violate  the  laws  with  impunity-  The  special  ageiit 
above  alluded  to  has  placed  in  my  possession  information  which  will 
enable  the  proper  officers  of  that  Territory  to  bring  those  persons  to  jus- 
tice. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  I  have  employed  Mr.  Edward  R. 
Geary  as  clerk  in  this  office,  at  a  salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum. 

This  is  the  amount  of  salary  allowed  to  the  clerk  of  my  predecessor, 
and  the  services  of  a  competent  and  reliable  person  coula  not  be  se- 
cured for  a  smaller  sum.  His  services  commenced  on  the  28th  May 
last. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  propriety 
of  removing  a  band  of  the  Clickital  Indians,  who  have  been  roaming 
through  the  Willamette  and  Umpqua  valleys  for  a  few  years  past,  to 
their  proper  country,  north  of  the  Columbia.  This  band  consists  pf 
about  30  warriors,  with  their  families.  Being  more  warlike,  and  better 
armed  and  mounted  than  the  Indians  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  of 
predatory  habits,  they  often,  with  impunity,  appropriate  the  horses  and 
other  property  of  weak  and  scattered  bands,  and  are  an  annoyance  and 
terror  to  all;  nor  has  the  property  of  the  white  settlers  always  been 
respected  by  them.  They  have  not  the  least  show  of  claim  to  any  por- 
tion of  country  in  these  valleys. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  PALMER,  Superintendent. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington^  D.  C 
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Drayton,  June  22,  1853. 

Sir:  My  letter  of  yesterday  informed  you  of  your  designation  to  visit 
the  Indian  tribes  between  the  head  waters  of  the  Willamette  and  Fort 

Bois^. 

But  little  definite  and  reliable  information  ^ng  n«  vet  been  obf^iri'^n. 
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either  of  the  countiy,  or  the  number,  the  characteristics  and  habits  of 
the  Indians  inhabiting  it«  To  obtain  this  desirable  information,  concil- 
iate the  good  opinion  of  the  Indians,  and  secure  their  good  conduct, 
constitute  the  main  object  of  your  visit  to  them. 

They  have,  on  several  occasions,  attacked  parties  passing  through 
their  country ;  and  these  hostile  and  predatoiy  manifestations  render  it 
more  than  probable  that,  unless  they  are  conciliated  or  intimidated, 
they  wiU  greatly  annoy  the  emigrants  who  this  fall  will  pass  by  the  new 
road,  through  their  country,  to  the  southern  portion  of  our  Territory- 

You  will  chiefly  direct  your  efforts  to  prevent  hostilities  and  theft  on 
the  part  of  the  Indians,  and,  to  efl^t  this,  you  will  collect  the  chieis 
and  neadmen,  and  endeavor  to  convince  them  of  our  peaceable  inten- 
tions, and  that  their  great  father,  the  President,  has  sent  you  to 
tell  them  of  his  good  will  towards  them,  and  that  if  they  do  not  steal 
from  their  white  brethren,  or  otherwise  interrupt  or  annoy  them,  he 
will  be  kind  to  them ;  but  if  they  injure,  rob,  or  kill  his  people,  he  will 
send  his  warriors  and  punish  them. 

Make  these  chiefs  and  headmen  a  few  presents,  on  condition  that 
they  will  influence  their  people  not  to  steal  from  or  molest  the  whiles 
in  passing  through  their  country.  These  presents  must  be  made  to  the 
recognised  chiefs,  if  there  be  any,  and  given  in  the  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — ^that  is,  their  great  father,  our  chief.  No- 
thing must«be  given  in  your  own  name. 

In  order  to  make  these  presents,  you  will  be  furnished  with  30  3-point 
white  blankets,  10  3-point  red  blankets,  10  dj-point  green  or  blue  blank- 
ets, 50  yards  prints,  100  yards  domestic,  60  hickory  shirts,  36  butcher- 
knives,  10  camp-kettles,  and  15  pounds  tobacco. 

You  will  endeavor,  with  all  possible  accuracy,  to  ascertain  the  name 
of  each  tribe,  the  number  of  Indians  composing  it,  the  number  of  its 
warriors,  and  the  extent  of  its  territory ;  the  kind  of  weapons  they  use, 
and  whether  their  feelings  towards  the  whites  are  hostile  or  otherwise. 

You  will  also  ascertain  what  influence  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
m^  exercise  among  these  tribes. 

Upon  leaving,  the  valley,  you  will  keep  a  daily  journal  for  the  use  of 
the  Indian  department,  aescribing,  among  other  tnings  you  may  deem 
important,  the  sur&ce  and  soil;  the  timber,  prairies,  mountains,  and 
valleys ;  the  lakes  and  streams,  with  their  adaptation  to  hydraulic  pur- 
poses, the  distance  between  the  streams,  the  kind  and  quantity  of  grass, 
and  the  general  adaptation  of  the  country  to  agriculture;  the  kinds  and 
amount  of  wild  game  and  fish ;  the  climate,  and  especially  the  adapta- 
tion of  that  region  for  the  settlement  of  the  valley  Indians,  should  it  be 
thought  advisable  to  remove  them  thither. 

You  will  also  be  particular  to  ascertain,  as  accurately  as  possible, 
the  distance  between  prominent  points  along  the  road,  and  the  aggre* 
gate  distance  from  the  Willamette  valley  to  Fort  Bois^. 

If,  upon  your  arrival  at  Fort  Bois^,  you  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  safety  of  the  emigrants  will  be  promoted  by  your  visiting  the  In- 
dians along  the  road  from  that  point  to  Fort  Hall,  you  will  do  so,  and 
will  retain  a  portion  of  the  goods  designed  for  presents,  to  be  presented 
to  the  chie&  of  these  tribes,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  already 
stated. 
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Upon  your  return,  if  you  deem*  it  most  promotive  of  the  good  of  the 
service,  you  will  travel  by  the  old  road.  This,  however,  is  left  discre- 
tionary with  you,  and  you  will  report  the  reasons  that  may  govern  your 
actions  in  the  premises. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  goods  to  the  Indians,  you  will  be  carefiil  to 
make  out  the  proper  vouchers,  witnessed  by  the  interpreter  and  one 
or  more  responsible  persons. 

To  insure  the  payment  of  all  liabilities  or  debts  you  may  incur  in  the 
discharge  of  your  duty,  and  for  all  moneys  paid  out,  you  will  take  du- 
plicate receipts,  for  which  purpose  blank  vouchers  will  be  furnished 
you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  PALMER, 

Superintendent. 
Joseph  M.  Garrison,  Esq., 

Indian  Agent. 


No.  83. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

(Office  of  Indian  Affairs^  May  9,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  notified  by  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Interior  of  your 
appointment  as  governor  and  ex  officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
of  the  Territory  recently  organized  out  of  a  portion  of  Oregon ;  and 
I  design  in  the  present  communication  to  embody,  in  accordance  with 
the  direction  of  the  secretary,  appropriate  instructions  for  your  ob- 
servance in  the  discharge  of  tne  duties  of  your  office. 

Although  the  district  of  country  over  which  you  will  have  jurisdic- 
tion has  formed  a  part  of  that  heretofore  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
the  Oregon  superintendency,  it  nevertheless  comprises  within  its  limits 
a  large  extent  of  country,  m  which  but  little  progress  has  been  made 
towards  the  adoption  of  suitable  measures  for  placing^  the  department 
in  the  possession  of  full  and  satisfactory  information  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  Indian  affairs.  Your  instructions,  therefore,  will  neces- 
sarily partake  of  a  general  character,  referring  you,  for  such  details  as 
may  prove  useful,  to  the  annual  reports  of  this  office  for  some  years 
past,  copies  of  which  will  be  sent  to  your  address  in  this  city. 

Four  treaties  have  been  made  with  the  tribes  residing  within  this 
Territory;  none  of  which,  however,  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  and  it  is  assumed  that  they  have  been  virtually  rejected  by 
that  body.  Copies  of  these  will  be  at  once  prepared  and  transmitted 
to  you  for  your  information.  There  are  at  present  no  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  department  applicable  for  purposes  of  negotiation  with 
the  tribes  there ;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  observe  that,  in  your  inter- 
course with  them  in  this  regard,  you  will  be  guided  by  considerations 
of  sound  pSlicy  and  expediency. 

Agreeaoly  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo, 
you  are  hereby  authorized,  after  your  arrival  in  the  Territory,  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  special  agents,  as  in  your  judgment  the  exigencies 
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of  the  service  may  render  indispensable,  who  "will  be  allowed  compen- 
sation at  the  rale  of  $760  per  annum.  So  soon,  however,  as  it  may 
be  in  your  power  to  act  advisedly  in  the  selection  of  suitable  persons  to 
act  as  sub-agents,  you  will  nominate  to  the  department  such  a  number 
as  may  be  indispensably  necessary,  who  will  be  commissioned  accord- 
ingly. These  appointments  are  to  be  regarded  only  as  temporary,  in 
the  absence  of  authority  to  appoint  full  agents,  and  of  the  capacity  of 
the  persons  requisite  to  aid  you  in  the  efficient  management  of  our  In- 
dian relations  in  the  Territory.  They  are,  however,  to  be  under  your 
control  and  direction  in  your  capacity  as  ex  officio  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs ;  and  you  will  require  them  to  execute  such  duties  and 
to  carry  out  such  instructions  as  you  may  find  it  necessary,  from  lime 
to  time,  to  assign  and  to  give  them. 

In  order  that  your  own  efforts  and  those  of  your  assistants  may  be 
as  effective  as  possible,  you  are  likewise  empowered  to  employ,  as 
occasion  shall  require,  one  or  more  interpreters.  Their  compensation 
is  fixed  by  law  at  $500  per  annum. 

Should  it  be  indispensable  to  an  efficient  discharge  of  their  duties 
that  the  individuals  whom  you  are  authorized  to  appoint  as  special 
agents  should  travel  within  the  districts  of  country  to  which  you  may 
assign  them,  their  actual  and  necessary  travelling  expenses,  and  those 
of  their  interpreters,  will  be  reimbursed  to  them,  on  accounts  to  be 
approved  by  you,  setting  forth  in  detail,  and  accompanied  by  sub- 
vouchers  as  far  as  practicable,  the  items  composing  said  charge.  With 
this  exception,  the  compensation  alluded  to  will  be  in  each  case  in  full 
of  all  allowances  whatever. 

In  addition  to  the  authority  conferred  in  my  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
relative  to  certain  sums  on  account  of  presents  and  provisions  held 
subject  to  your  draft,  you  are  likewise  authorized  to  draw  on  this 
office,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  amounts  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  employment  of  the  special  agents  and  interpre- 
ters, and  the  general  incidental  expenses  of  your  superintendency, 
taking  care  that  your  drafts  in  every  case  be  accompanied  by  advice. 
Inasmuch  as  no  special  appropriations  have  been  made  for  Indian 
purposes  within  the  Territory  of  Washington,  all  expenditures  of  an 
mcidental  and  contingent  character  necessarily  infringe  upon  the  fund 
provided  by  Congress  for  such  purposes  elsewhere  prior  to  its  organiza- 
tion. I  must  enjoin  upon  you,  therefore,  the  observance  of  the  strictest 
economy. 

The  very  unsatisfactory  and  vague  character  of  the  information  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  department  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  Indian 
affairs  within  a  greater  portion  of  the  Territory  of  Washington,  and  the 
importance  of  securing  such  as  will  prove  useful  and  indispensable  in  its 
efficient  organization,  and  for  properly  conducting  our  Indian  relations 
there,  induce  me  to  direct  that  you  wiU  devote  your  earliest  attention  and 
efforts  to  the  collection  of  information,  for  transmission  to  the  depart- 
ment,  touching  the  number  and  localities  of  the  Indians,  and  all  other 
'  fects  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  collect,  on  the  following  and  any  other 
points  that  you  may  deem  it  to  be  of  interest  and  importance: 

1st.  The  number  and  names  of  the  several  tribes,  and  their  particu- 
lar and  general  locality. 
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2d.  The  number  of  each  separate  tribe  or  band,  and  the  probable 
number  of  warriors  in  each. 

3d.  Their  general  character  and  disposition,  whether  warlike  and 
iznfriendly  or  the  reverse. 

4th.  Their  present  relations  with  the  white  inhabitants  and  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company. 

5th.  Whether  any  conventional  arrangements,  and,  if  so,  of  what 
character,  exist  between  them  and  our  citizens  vhich  should  be  re- 
spected and  conformed  to  by  the  government,  and  in  what  manner  this 
should  be  effected. 

6th.  What  number  of  agents  and  sub-agents  will  be  indispensably 
necessary  for  the  proper  management  of  our  relations  and  intercourse 
with  them. 

7th.  The  points  at  which  agencies  and  sub-agencies  should  be 
established. 

8th.  The  tribe  or  tribes  which  should  be  embraced  within  each 
agency  or  sub-agency ;  the  latter  in  no  case  to  be  embraced  within 
the  former. 

9th.  The  number  of  interpreters  and  other  employes,  if  any,  that 
will  be  necessary. 

10th.  The  amount  that  will  probably  be  required  for  the  erection  of 
the  necessary  agency  buildings  and  fixtures,  ot  a  plain  and  cheap,  yet 
substantial,  character. 

11th.  The  amount  that  will,  in  all  probability,  be  required  per 
annum  for  contingent  expenses ;  to  include  fuel,  stationery,  travellmg 
expenses  of  superintendent,  agents,  &c. 

12th.  The  amount  requisite  to  provide  annually  such  small  presents 
as  it  may  be  expedient  to  make  to  the  Indians,  to  conciliate  them. 

13th.  The  amount  that  will  probably  be  necessary  to  expend  an- 
nually in  provisions,  to  be  given  to  Indians  visiting  the  supermtendent 
or  agents  on  business. 

14th.  What  alterations,  if  any,  it  may  be  requisite  and  proper  to 
make  in  the  present  law  regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  our 
Indian  tribes,  so  as  better  to  adapt  it  to  the  condition  and  circumstances 
of  our  white  and  Indian  population  there. 

Some  definite  information  on  these,  and  such  other  points  as  you  may 
think  necessary,  to  be  considered  with  reference  to  legislation  by  Con- 
gress, for  the  purpose  of  placing  our  Indian  relations  in  that  Territory 
on  a  proper  basis,  will  sei've  to  enable  the  department  to  make  appro- 
priate recommendations  upon  the  subject ;  and  it  is  therefore  very  de- 
sirable that  your  report  be  received,  ^possible,  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  have  been  informed  that  you  have  been  assigned  the  dutyof  ex- 
ploring a  route  for  a  railroad  from  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi  river 
to  Puget  sound ;  and  that  you  will  necessarily,  in  performance  of  the 
duty,  pass  through  the  region  of  country  lying  north  of  the  Mis- 
souri nver,  in  Minnesota,  and  westward  toward  the  Rocky  mountains. 
It  is  deemed  expedient,  from  this  fact,  to  authorize  you,  after  your  ar- 
rival in  that  region,  with  the  view  of  securing  from  the  tribes  there  the 
information  desired  on  the  foregoing  points,  to  appoint  some  suitable 
person  as  special  agent,  who,  being  charged  with  that  duty,  may  be 
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assigned  to  such  a  position  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  but  without 
the  limits  of  any  existing  superintendency  or  agency,  and  for  such 
period  of  time  as  vour  surveying  parties  may  be  in  the  country,  as  in 
your  judgment  will  best  promote  the  object  in  view.  Should  you  deem 
It  advisaole  to  negotiate  treaties  of  peace  and  friendship  with  any  of 
the  tribes  you  may  chance  to  meet  under  such  circumstances,  you  will 
consider  yourself  authorized  to  do  so ;  but  you  will  be  careful  to  make 
no  promises  of  presents  or  provisions  to  them  beyond  what  it  may  be 
in  your  power  to  fulfil  at  the  time  of  such  negotiation. 

Referring  to  the  fourth  point  on  which  information  is  desired,  I  re- 
gard it  as  peculiarly  appropriate,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  direct  your 
attention  to  the  fbllowmg  extract  from  the  instructions  given  by  my 
predecessor  to  the  late  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  Oregon,  in 
1850.  The  Territory  over  which  you  have  been  called  to  preside  lies 
contiguous,  on  the  north,  to  the  British  possessions ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  tne  influence  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  through  their  agents, 
has  been  widely  extended  among  the  Indian  tribes  north  of  the  Colum- 
bia river.  I  have  therefore,  while  expressing  my  concurrence  with  the 
views  presented,  to  enjoin  upon  you  the  exercise  of  the  utmost  pru- 
dence and  discretion  touching  your  action  in  relation  to  this  delicate 
and  important  subject.     The  extract  is  as  follows : 

*'  It  has  been  represented,  that  most  of  the  goods  that  have  been 
given  to  the  Indians  of  Oregon  have  been  purchased  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  tliereby  conveying  to  the  Indians  the  false  impression 
that  they  were  conferred  by  persons  belonging  to  a  foreign  government. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  has  not  been  done  to  an  extent  to  produce, 
as  yet,  much  bad  effect;  but  as  it  is  adverse  to  the  policy  of  our  Indian 
relations,  as  well  as  injurious  and  insulting  to  our  government,  to  cause 
these  people  to  believe  themselves  the  recipients  of  foreign  gratuities, 
I  would  suggest  that  you  make  all  your  purchases  from  American  citi- 
zens, when  practicable,  and  embrace  every  opportunity  to  impress  on 
the  Indians  that  it  is  the  American  government,  and  not  the  British, 
that  confers  upon  them  these  benefits.  The  Indians  should  also  be 
prevented  from  crossing  the  line  into  the  British  possessions.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  so  long  wielded  an  undue  influence  over 
all  Indians  within  their  reach,  that  you  may  perhaps  find  it  a  diflScult 
matter  to  carry  out  these  views;  but  perseverance  will  no  doubt  finally 
effect  it,  or  at  least  go  far  toward  correcting  the  present  condition  of 
affairs.  Under  no  circumstances  should  the  company  be  permitted  to 
have  trading  establishments  within  the  limits  of  our  territory ;  and  if 
any  such  establishments  now  exist,  they  should  be  promptly  proceeded 
with,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Intercourse  law." 

The  foregoing,  it  is  confidently  hoped,  will  serve  to  aid  ygu  some- 
what in  the  discharge  of  your  duties ;  but  much  must  necessarily  be 
left  to  your  judgment  and  discretion,  in  the  exercise  of  which  it  is  ex- 
pected you  will  carefully  consult  the  public  interest. 

You  will  communicate  with  the  department  as  frequently  as  occasion 
and  opportunity  may  offer,  and,  in  return,  you  will  from  time  to  lime 
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receive  such  additional  instructions  as  the  public  service  may  seem  to 
require. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  MANYPENNY,  Commiisioner. 

His  Excellency  Isaac  L  Stevens, 

Governor,  ^c,  Washington  city,  D.  C* 


No.  84. 


Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Survey, 
Camp  Cmhing,  near  Fort  Union^  August  8,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that,  on  our  route  from 
the  headwaters  of  the  Mississippi  river  to  this  point,  we  met  the  trading 
party  and  two  hunting  parties  irom  the  Red  nver  settlements — ^the  two 
latter  on  their  usual  hunting  excursion  at  this  season.  We  conversed 
freely  with  them  as  to  what  should  be  the  policy  of  the  government 
towards  thenj,  and  obtained  much  valuable  information  as  to  their  habits, 
modes  of  life,  &c.  They  are  an  industrious  and  virtuous  people,  living 
by  agriculture  as  well  as  the  chase.  I  found  the  second  huntuig  party, 
from  the  vicinity  of  Selkirk,  exceedingly  well  affected  to  our  govern- 
ment, and  claiming  from  us  protection  and  a  right  to  hunt  within  our 
territory.  Attached  to  these  parties  were  bands  of  friendly  Indians, 
principally  Chippewas ;  with  them  I  had  some  talk,  and  gave  to  them 
some  tobacco  and  other  little  articles. 

On  the  27th  July  we  came  up  with  a  lar^e  camp  of  Assinaboines, 
consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  loaches.  We  had  with  them 
a  talk,  and  I  gave  ihem  a  few  presents  and  provisions,  which  they 
received  gratefully.  Acting  for  Major  Vaughan,  Mr.  Culbertson  yester- 
day distributed  to  another  band  of  the  same  tribe  their  yearly  allow- 
ance of  presents  and  provisions.  At  Mr.  Culbertson's  invitation,  I 
embracea  the  opportunity  to  be  present,  in  order  to  prepare  myself  for 
my  own  duties  as  superintendent.  Their  conduct  made  a  very  favora- 
ble impression  on  me.  Within  the  past  few  years  they  have  improved 
much  by  their  intercourse  with  the  whites.  Mr.  Culbertson,  who  has 
for  several  years  assisted  in  the  distribution  of  annuities,  &c.,  inf()rms 
roe  that  six  years  ago  they  were  notorious  for  their  thieving  and  other 
vicious  propensities.  Probably  a  thousand  visited  our  camp  on  the 
day  I  allude  to,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  most  trifiing  article  has 
been  missed. 

We  leave  here  to-day  in  two  lines ;  the  more  northern  one  will  be 
pursued  by  Lieutenant  Donelson  and  party.  They  will  probably  meet 
with  but  few  Indians,  and  will  take  sufficient  presents  and  provisions 
to  distribute,  should  they  meet  any.  The  other  party,  under  my  direc- 
tion, will  follow  the  usually-travelled,  or  Milk  river  trail,  in  conse- 
quence of  my  feeling  it  a  duty  to  go  where  I  am  likely  to  see  the  most 
Indians.  Along  this  road,  and  on  Milk  river,  at  this  season,  the  Indians 
are  likely  to  be  found  in  large  numbers. 

No  apprehensions  need  be  felt  in  regard  to  the  Blackfeet.  Mr. 
Culbertson  assures  me  they  will  receive  us  with  every  hospitality.    As 
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special  agent  he  has  sent  out  expresses,  and  every  preparation  is  made 
to  secure  a  full  council  of  that  tribe  at  Fort  Benton,  on  my  arrival 
there  about  the  Ist  of  September-  He  will  accompany  me,  and  the 
bands  of  Indians  we  meet  will  be  invited  to  the  council,  and  receive 
tokens  of  our  friendly  disposition. 

We  had  intended  to  have  sent  from  this  point  the  special  express, 
together  with  the  men  whose  term  of  service  expired  here.  Prepara- 
tions were  being  made  to  send  down  the  Missouri  a  Mackinac  boat  A 
steamer  from  St.  Louis,  however,  arriving  late  last  evening,  obviates 
that  necessity ;  but  starting  at  11  o'clock  a.  ra.  to-day,  shortens  our 
time  exceedingly.  I  am  compelled,  therefore,  to  wait  till  my  arrival 
at  Fort  Benton,  when  I  shall  send  by  Mr.  Culbertson  a  lengthy  report 
He  has  general  charge  of  the  upper  posts  of  the  American  Fur  Com- 
pany, and  returns  to  Hu  Louis  on  business  connected  with  that 
company. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Governor  of  Wcuhington  Territory  ^  in  commasid  of  exploration. 

To  the  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Survey,  &c., 

Fort  Benton^  Upper  Mistouriy  Sept.  21,  1853. 

Sir  :  As  announced  in  my  letter  of  the  9ih  instant,  transmitted  by 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Evans,  I  left  this  point  for  the  Pegan  camp,  on  the 
Cypress  mountain,  on  that  date ;  and  after  travelling  two  days,  and 
making  sixty-five  miles,  an  express  reached  me  giving  information  of 
the  establishment,  by  Lieutenant  Saxton,  of  a  dep6t  oi  supplies  at  the 
St.  Mary's  village,  and  that  he  would  reach  Fort  Benton  the  next  day, 
with  valuable  data  in  relation  to  routes  beyound  the  mountains. 

I  directed  Mr.  Stanley,  the  artist  of  the  expedition,  to  proceed  to  the 
camp,  with  the  interpreter  and  voyageurs  of  the  party,  to  invite  their 
chiefs  to  meet  me  at  Fort  Benton,  whither  I  immediately  returned. 
Lieutenant  Saxton  has  passed  through  the  Indian  tribes  irom  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  to  this  point;  and,  after  doing  away  with  the  distrust 
engendered  by  the  false  rumors  which  had  spread  among  them  as  to 
the  objects  of  the  expedition,  he  found  them  uniformly  kindly.  Grcjit 
dread  of  the  Blackfeet  he  found  to  prevail  with  the  Indians  for  a  long 
distance  west  of  the  mountains,  which  had  caused  many  to  leave  their 
accustomed  resorts,  and  had  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  St.  Marv's 
village,  west  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  and  the  traders  who  bad  sue- 
ceeeded  them.  Through  Lieutenant  Saxton,  who  bears  this  letter  to 
Washington,  you  will  derive  much  information  in  relation  to  the  condi- 
tion of  these  Indians,  and  the  policy  that  should  be  pursued  towards 
them. 

Mr.  Stanley  arrived  last  evening,  highly  delighted  with  the  success  o\ 
his  mission.  He,  under  the  guidance  of  the  '*  Little  Dog,"  one  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribe,  and  an  honest  and  sensible  man,  entered  their  main 
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camp,  near  the  Flat  Bow  river,  and  was  received  with  marked  atten- 
tion. The  chiefs  immediately  called  a  council,  and  agreed  to  send  a 
delegation,  who  arrived  to-day-  I  have  conferred  with  them,  and  find 
that  they  are  anxous  to  hold  a  council,  and  arrange  a  treaty  on  the 
basis  which  I  have  proposed.  Individual  members  of  the  Blood  and 
Blackfeet  tribes  have  expressed  the  same  opinion,  but  no  chief  was 
present  fi-om  either  of  these  tribes.  There  was  not  time  to  visit  their 
camp,  but  the  information  will  be  generally  spread  among  them; 
and  I  am  assured  by  the  Pegan  chiefs,  with  whom  they  are  on  the  most 
friendly  terms,  that  they  will  promptly  give  their  assent  to  it. 

All  these  Indians  are  properly  American  Indians,  wintering  for  the 
most  part  on  American  soil — on  the  Titon,  Marias,  and  Milk  rivers. 
They  range  in  the  summer  on  British  territory,  as  well  as  on  both  sides 
of  the  Missouri ;  and  only  a  portion  of  the  Blackfeet  tribes  of  the  Black- 
feet  nation  have  their  winter  homes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  British  posts. 
The  Gros-ventres  have  more  permanent  abodes — scarcely  ever  leaving 
Milk  river — and  could  easily  be  induced  to  tiU  the  soil.  This  is  some- 
what the  case  with  the  Pegans,  though  they  are  excellent  as  guides 
and  hunters.  The  Bloods  and  Blackfeet  will  require  more  time  and 
patience ;  but  I  doubt  not,  under  good  direction,  all  those  Indians  would, 
m  a  short  space  of  time,  be  equal  to  the  Cherokees. 

In  my  letter  by  Dr.  Evans,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose,  I 
urged  the  recommending  to  Congiess  the  passage  of  an  appropriation 
of  $30,000  in  the  deficiency,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  holding  at  this 
point,  next  year,  the  council  above  referred  to,  and  adverted  to  the 
want  of  a  steamer  on  this  river  for  the  service  of  the  Indian  bureau.  I 
will  now  state  that  probably  I  have  under-estimated  the  amount  re- 
quired. That  the  department  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  amount 
really  req^uired,  I  submit  herewith  in  detail  the  provisions  and  pres- 
ents whicn  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  distributed  to  each  tribe  of  the 
Blackfeet  nation,  and  to  the  Flatheads,  Kootonais,  and  neighboring 
tribes  of  the  mountains.  From  this  it  will  appear  that  $30,000  would 
be  required  for  presents,  including  freights  from  New  York  to  St.  Louis, 
and  $5,000  for  provisions.  It  seems  to  me  important  that  ten  of  the 
principal  chiefs  should  visit  the  great  &ther  and  the  great  cities  on  the 
coast,  which  will  involve  an  expense  probably  of  $10,000.  To  this 
must  be  added  the  per  diem  and  travelling  expenses  of  the  commis- 
sioners, interpreters,  and  hired  men.  Each  of  the  four  tribes  of  the 
Blackfeet  number  about  400  lodges,  nine  to  ten  persons  to  a  lodge;  and 
the  Indians  west  of  the  mountains,  who  should  be  parties  to  the  agree- 
ment, might  be  estimated  at  the  same  number.  1  estimate  for  these 
and  other  contingent  expenses,  $15,000,  giving  an  aggregate  of  $60,000. 

I  have  made  out  the  list  of  provisions  required,  upon  consultation 
with  the  gentlemen  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  and  by  careful  ob- 
servation of  the  tastes  of  the  Indians,  as  shown  in  their  visits  to  our 
camps. 

As  regards  a  steamer,  I  append  a  table  exhibiting  the  points  of  de- 
livery oi  Indian  goods  on  the  Missouri,  and  that  tonnage  to  the  amount, 
in  round  numbers,  of  one  hundred  tons  will  be  required  to  supply  the 
Blackfeet  tribes,  and  those  west  of  the  mountains,  as  recommended  in 


460  H.  Doc.  1. 

this  communication.    I  have  estimated  liberally  lor  agricultural  imple- 
ments, medals,  and  flags. 

I  have  established  a  meteorological  and  supply  post  at  this  point,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  James  Doty,  and  have  instructed  him  to  give  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Indians,  especially  in  relation  to  reclaiming  them  from  a 
wandering  life.  I  hope  to  visit  this  place  early  in  the  summer,  in  con- 
tinuance of  the  exploration,  and  I  confidently  rely  upon  his  labors 
aflbrding  the  information  that  will  enable  me  to  make  an  elaborate 
report.         • 

I  enclose  copies  of  my  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Mullan,  directing 
him  to  visit  the  Flathead  camp,  on  the  Muscle  Shell  river,  to  bring 
their  powerful  men  to  the  St.  Mary's  village,  as  well  as  my  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Culbertson,  the  special  agent,  directing  him,  when  permit- 
ted by  other  en^gements,  to  visit  Washington,  and  lay  the  wants  of 
their  tribe,  and  tne  necessity  of  a  council,  before  the  department. 

In  closing  this  letter,  I  will  state  that  I  have  kept  full  records  and 
the  proceedings  of  to-day,  which,  with  the  observations  made  by  Mr. 
Stanley,  will  enable  me  to  submit  many  interesting  facts  showing  the 
good  disposition  of  these  Indians. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Governor  of  Washington  Ten  and  Sup.  Ind,  Affairt. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  MANVPENifv, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Exploration  and  Survey, 

Fort  Benton^  September  9,  1853. 

Sir:  I  have,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  department, 
given  my  attention  to  Indian  matters  along  the  route  pursued  by  me; 
and,  in  view  of  the  limited  means  placed  at  my  disposal,  my  labors 
have  been  attended  with  success. 

Wc  have  met  large  encampments  of  Indians  and  small  war  parties, 
and  in  every  instance  they  have  manifested  most  kindly  feeling  for  the 
whites ;  anxious  to  hear  the  message  from  the  great  father,  and  pa- 
tiently listening  to  what  was  expected  of  them  to  secure  the  attenticm 
of  the  government.  I  have  already  apprized  the  department  of  my 
meeting  the  large  Assiniboine  camp  before  arriving  at  Fort  Union.  We 
have  since  met  war  parties  of  the  Blood  and  Blackfeet  Indians,  and  a 
large  encampment  of  the  Gros-ventres,  whom  Mr.  Culbertson,  the  spe- 
cial agent,  is  of  opinion  should  be  considered  a  separate  tribe,  and  not 
as  laid  down  in  the  only  one  of  the  members  of  the  Blackfeet  nation. 

On  arriving  amongst  them,  I  found  them  greatly  incensed  a^nst  the 
Blackfeet  Indians,  in  consequence  of  one  of  their  people  having  been 
recently  killed  by  one  of  that  tribe.  They  were  about  fitting  out  war 
parties  to  make  mcursions.  After  our  talk,  and  upon  full  consultation 
among  their  chief  braves,  they  abandoned  that,  and  agreed  till  next  year, 
and  refer  their  grievances  to  a  council,  to  be  held  at  Fort  Benton. 
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The  time  is  now  favorable  for  action.  The  Indians  are  in  the  proper 
state  of  mind;  and  I  would  suggest  to  the  department  the  holding  of  a 
council  of  the  tribes  east  anck  west  of  the  mountains  next  summer, 
consisting  of  commissioners  to  be  ap]X)inted  by  the  government,  and 
the  chiefs  and  braves  of  the  tribes  north  of  the  Missouri,  and  immedi- 
ately west  of  the  mountains,  to  wit :  Gros-ventres,  Blackfeet,  Pegnns, 
Flatheads,  and  the  Kootanais.  There  is  no  doubt  a  general  pacifica- 
tion of  the  tribes  could  be  brought  about  on  the  basis  of  the  treaty  of 
Laramie. 

With  this  view  I  would  earnestly  recommend  the  appropriation  by 
Congress  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  holding 
this  council.  In  this  connexion  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment to  the  necessity  of  placing  on  the  Missouri  river  a  steamboat  for 
the  exclusive  use  of*  the  Indian  oureau,  under  control  of  its  officers,  and 
to  accomplish  its  annual  labors  with  the  Indians  bordering  on  the  Mis- 
souri. One  properly  constructed,  not  drawing  over  eighteen  inches  of 
water,  could  ascend  the  Missouri  river  to  the  falls ;  and  it  is  my  opinion, 
the  economy  and  benefit  to  the  department  in  holding  the  council  above 
suggested,  will  alone  jnstify  the  constructing  of  such  a  boat.  I  have 
paid  much  attention  to  Indian  affairs,  and  I  cannot  too  earnestly  call 
your  early  attention  to  this  interesting  subject ;  and  I  cheerfully  offer 
my  services  in  any  field  in  which  you  may  think  them  needed. 

To-day,  with  a  small  party,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Culbertson,  special 
agent,  we  start  for  the  Pegan  camp  at  Cypress  mountain,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  north  of  this  point ;  where  we  shall,  in  addition  to 
all  that  tribe,  meet  many  of  the  Blackfeet  and  Blood  Indians.  I  shall 
have  a  talk  with  them  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  the  tribes  being  at 
peace  with  each  other,  and  procure  from  them  guides  to  make  the  ex- 
ploration of  the  Marias  and  other  passes. 

Lieutenant  Mullan,  of  the  army,  stalls  to-day,  with  a  small  detached 
party,  to  the  Flathead  camp,  on  Muscle  Shell  river,  about  one  hun- 
.  dred  miles  south  of  this  point.  He  goes  there  to  procure  good  Flat- 
head guides  through  the  mountain  passes  to  the  St.  Mary's  village,  but 
more  especially  to  convey  a  message  of  the  great  father  at  Washington 
to  that  tribe,  to  assure  them  of  his  friendly  regard ;  to  ascertain  tneir 
views  in  regard  to  meeting  the  Upper  Missouri  Indians  east  of  the 
mountains,  and  entering  into  a  peace  on  the  basis  of  the  Laramie 
treaty ;  and  to  invite  some  of  their  principal  chiefs  and  men  to  meet 
me  at  the  close  of  the  month  at  the  5Jt.  Mary's  village. 

I  must  not  omit  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  great  services 
of  Alex.  Culbertson,  esq.,  special  agent  among  the  (Blackfeet)  Indians. 
From  his  advice  and  suggestions  I  have  derived  much  valuable  assist- 
ance in  carrying  out  the  labors  assigned  to  me  by  the  Indian  bureau. 
I  had  expected  much  from  the  influence  he  was  known  to  possess,  ac- 
•quired  by  over  twenty  years'  residence  in  this  country ;  but  my  most 
sanguine  expectations  have  been  more  than  realized.  Whenever  and 
wherever  we  met  the  Indians,  all  knew  and  gladly  received  him,  and 
placed  confidence  in  all  his  statements.  To  him  I  feel  greatly  indebted 
for  our  success  in  securing  their  friendly  consideration,  and  for  bringing 
about  the  favorable  relations  now  existing  among  the  Indians  in  the 
Upper  Missouri  country. 
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Up  to  this  point  not  a  single  horse  has  been  stolen,  a  single  man 
molested,  nor  has  an  article  been  missed,  though  we  have  camped  near 
them,  and  had  them  constantly  with  usf.  On  the  other  hand,  however, 
we  have  employed  Indians  as  our  expresses,  messengers,  guides,  and 
even  guards.  When  feeble  animals,  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  train, 
have  fallen  behind,  they  have  brought  them  into  camp ;  when  others 
have  strayed,  they  have  assisted  in  their  recovery ;  or  if  left  behind  they 
have  brought  them  to  us. 

My  very  Iknited  time  at  this  point  prevents  mv  going  more  fully  into 
this  subject.  Much  data  is  collected  upon  which  to  base  a  report,  and 
on  my  arrival  at  the  sound  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to  lay  it  before  the 
department 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  L  STEVENS, 
Governor  Washington  Territory^  in  charge  of  exploration* 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenxy, 

Commissioner  Indian  Bureau. 


No.  87. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R-  Exploration  and  Survey, 

Fort  Bentonj  Upper  Missouri^  September  8, 1863. 

Dear  Sir:  With  a  select  party,  consisting  of  the  Pegan  guide,  the 
White  Crane,  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Burr,  and  two  voyageurs,  you  will  visit 
the  Flathead  camp  on  the  Muscle  Shell  river,  about  one  hundred 
miles  south  of  this  place,  and  procuring  the  most  intelligent  and  relia- 
ble Flathead  guides,  will  make  your  way  to  the  St.  Mary's  village, 
exploring  the  best  pass  to  that  point  from  the  head  waters  of  the  Mis- 
souri river.  You  will  collect  every  possible  information  as  to  routes, 
streams,  prominent  landmarks,  and  characteristic  features  of  country — 
noting  particularly  the  general  quality  of  the  soils — ^the  forest  trees, 
grasses,  quality  of  water,  and  particularly  of  the  route  for  the  passage 
of  wagon  trains.  With  the  barometer  you  will  make  the  best  profile 
the  time  will  allow  of  the  route  you  pass  over,  and  such  facts  as  your 
limited  means  will  allow,  as  to  the  feasibility  of  the  route  for  a  rail- 
road. 

But  the  great  duty  which  I  place  in  your  hands  is  to  carry  from  me 
a  message  of  the  great  father  to  the  Flatheads ;  assure  them  that  the 
great  father  appreciates  their  services  and  understands  their  merits. 
That  he  will  hereafter  protect  them  from  the  incursions  of  the  Blackfeet 
and  other  Indians  east  of  the  mountains,  and  make  them  live  as  friends. 
That  he  will  send  to  them  each  year  certain  articles  which  they  most 
need.  That  a  faithful  and  intelligent  agent  shall  live  among  then). 
Speak  of  your  own  duties,  and  of  your  occupation  of  the  St  Mary's 
post. 

I  want  to  meet  the  prominent  Flathead  chiefs  and  braves  at  the  St 
Mary's  village  at  the  close  of  the  present  month,  and  I  rely  upon  your 
enercy  and  tact  to  induce  them  to  accompany  you  to  that  point. 

It  is  my  determination  to  bring  the  tribes  north  of  the  Missouri^  and 
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those  west  of  the  mountains,  into  a  general  council  at  this  point  next 
year,  and  to  make  a  lasting  peace  between  all  the  tribes  of  Indians  not 
mcluded  in  previous  arrangements.  Dwell  on  this  in  the  Flathead 
camp. 

You  understand  well  the  general  character  of  the  Flatheads.  The 
best  Indians  of  the  mountains  or  the  plains — honest,  brave,  docile — 
they  need  only  encouragement  to  become  good  citizens.  They  are 
Christians,  and,  we  are  assured  by  the  good  father  De  Smit,  they  live 
up  to  the  Christian  code. 

Dwell  on  the  good  father,  and  say  that  his  words  in  their  favor  have 
reached  the  great  father,  and  make  all  good  men  their  friends. 

I  want  to  build  up  anew  the  village  of  St.  Mary's.  Let  the  Flat- 
heads  understand  I  am  their  friends-one  who  will  join  hands  with 
former  friends  for  their  good.  No  labors  will  be  more  sweet  than  those 
which  will  enable  me  to  place  in  permanent  homes  in  that  beautiful 
valley  those  interesting  children  of  the  mountains. 

Yours,  truly, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Gov,  Washington  Territory  ^  in  charge  of  exploralton* 
Lieut.  J.  MuLLAK,  jr., 

United  Suites  Army, 
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Fort  Benton,  Upper  Missouri, 

September  21,  1853. 

Sir:  I  have  to  make  my  acknowledgments  for  the  efficient  aid  you 
have  rendered  to  the  exploration  under  my  charge,  and  for  your  ser- 
vices in  connection  with  Indian  affairs.  I  have  observed  throughout 
our  joint  labors  a  spirit  of  patience  and  kindness  which  has  never 
flagged,  and  an  ascendancy  over  these  tribes  which  could  only  have 
been  gained  by  a  just  and  decisive  course  towards  them.  Your  labors 
should  be  continued;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Indian  service  on  the 
Upper  Missouri  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  your  counsels,  based 
on  an  experience  of  twenty  years.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that, 
as  soon  as  your  other  engagements  will  permit,  you  will  repair  to  Wash- 
ington and  report  to  the  commissioner  of  the  Indian  bureau,  to  enforce 
from  your  own  personal  observations  the  conclusions  to  which  we  have 
jointly  come. 

These  hitherto  neglected  tribes,  whose  progress  from  the  wild  wan- 
derers of  the  plains  to  kind  and  hospitable  neighbors,  having  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  year  permanent  abodes,  is  personally  known  to  you,  are 
entitled,  by  every  consideration  of  justice  and  humanity,  to  the  fatherly 
care  of  the  government.  The  emigrant  who,  another  year,  will  pass 
over  these  plains,  has  a  right  to  ask  it  at  the  hands  of  those  in  power. 
The  time  is  ripe  for  a  decisive  course,  and  you  are  instructed  to  devote 
your  energies  to  urging  upon  the  department  and  upon  Congress  the 
making  an  appropriation  in  the  deficiency  bill  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
a  council  to  oe  held  at  this  point  next  year.    To  this  council  snould  be 
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invited  the  Gros-ventres,  the  Pegans,  the  Bloods,  the  Blackfeet,  and 
the  Indians  west  of  the  mountains,  with  whom  these  three  latter  tribes 
are  at  variance. 

In  a  letter  to  the  commissioner  of  the  Indian  bureau  of  this  date,  I 
have  estimated  $30,000  for  presents,  $5,000  for  provisions,  $10,000  for 
the  expense  of  sending  a  delegation  of  two  chiefs  ifrom  each  tribe  to 
visit  the  great  father  and  the  principal  cities  of  the  country,  and 
$15,000  for  miscellaneous  expenses.  To  this  letter  you  are  referred  flir 
a  more  explicit  statement  of  my  views,  and,  on  reaching  St.  Louis,  you 
are  requested  to  forward  it  by  mail  to  the  commissioner,  with  a  letter 
informing  him  when  you  will  reach  Washington. 

I  have  also  advocated  the  necessity  of  a  government  steamer  on  the 
Missouri  river  for  the  Indian  service,  and  hence  expressed  the  opinion 
that  this  river  was  navigable  to  the  falls  for  steamers  of  light  draught. 

It  is  possible  that  further  reflections  may  lead  to  changes  in  the  list 
of  goods  as  set  forth  in  the  report  to  the  commissioner.  In  this  and 
other  questions  the  department  will  rely  upon  your  judgment  and  ex- 
perience. I  will  request  that  you  will  confer  with  eminent  gentlemen 
of  Congress  in  reference  to  this  matter — men  interested  in  the  Indians 
and  the  west.  I  will  especially  call  your  attention  to  my  letters  trans- 
mitted through  your  hands. 

In  the  event  of  the  passage  of  an  appropriation — ^it  being  important 
that  no  time  should  be  lost — you  will,  snould  it  be  desired  by  the  Indian 
bureau,  be  able  to  purchase  goods  in  New  York  at  reasonable  prices, 
and  send  them  to  St.  Louis  as  soon  as  a  steamer  can  be  in  readiness. 

I  doubt  not,  my  dear  sir,  we  shall  be  completely  successful  in  our 
imderlaking.  We  have  only  to  bear  witness  to  what  we  know,  and 
bring  our  own  convictions  horiie  to  the  minds  of  impartial  men,  and 
the  council  will  be  held  and  these  tribes  wiU  become  the  children  of 
the  great  father. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Governor  of  fVaMngton  Territory  and 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^  tfc. 

A.  CuLBERTSOX,  Esq., 

Special  Agent  Blackfeet  Indians* 

N.  B. — ^Please  write  me  as  often  as  practicable  at  Olympia,  Wash- 
ington Territory.  At  that  point  I  will  write  in  relation  to  the  tribes 
west  of  the  mountains,  &c. 


No.  89. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  April  13, 1853. 

Sir  :  The  act  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations 
with  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-lour,  approved  3d  March,  1863,  contaioa 
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a  clause  in  the  following  words:  "  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  if  upon  examination  he  shall  approve  of  the  plan  hereinafter 
provided  for  the  protection  of  the  Indians,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  make  five  military  reservations  from  the  public  domain  in  the 
State  of  California,  or  the  Territories  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  bor- 
dering on  said  State,  for  Indian  purposes :  Provided^  That  such  reser^ 
vations  shall  not  contain  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  acres  in  each : 
And  provided  Jurther  J  That  said  reservations  shall  not  be  made  upon  any 
lands  inhabited  by  citizens  of  California ;  and  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  doUars  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  of  sub- 
sisting the  Indians  in  California  and  removing  them  to  said  reservations 
for  protection  :  Provided  further  j  If  the  foregoing  plan  shall  be  adopted 
by  the  President,  the  three  Indian  agencies  m  California  shall  be  there- 
upon abolished." 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  examined  and  approved  the 
plan  provided  for  in  said  act,  and  directs  that  you  be  charged  with  the 
duty  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  For  this  purpose  you  will  repair  to  Cal- 
ifornia without  delay,  and  by  the  most  expeditious  route.  The  selec- 
tions of  the  military  reservations  are  to  be  made  by  you  in  conjunction 
with  the  military  commandant  in  California,  or  such  officer  as  may  be 
detailed  for  that  purpose,  in  which  case  they  must  be  sanctioned  by 
the  commandant.  It  is  likewise  the  President's  desire  that,  in  all  other 
matters  connected  with  the  execution  of  this  "  plan,"  you  wiQ,  as  far  as 
may  be  practicable,  act  in  concert  with  the  commandinir  officer  of  that 
military  department. 

The  $250,000  appropriated  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1863,  is  to  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  and 
not  applied  to  any  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

The  expenses  of  your  journey  to  California,  (which  will  be  limited 
to  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,)  and  those  incidental  to  the  selec- 
tion of  the  military  reservations,  will  be  defirayed  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  made  by  the  same  act,  "  for  general  in- 
cidental expenses  of  the  Indian  service  in  the  State  of  California." 

You  are  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  collector  at  San  Francisco,  from 
time  to  time,  as  funds  may  be  required  to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to 
the  duties  with  which  you  are  charged;  but  as  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars is  deemed  a  sufficient  sum  to  have  on  hand  at  any  one  time,  your 
drafts  should  only  be  for  such  sum  as,  with  the  balance  on  hand,  will 
make  that  amount. 

For  all  moneys  advanced  to  you  detailed  accounts  should  be  ren- 
dered to  this  department  quarterly. 

In  your  journey  to  Caliiornia,  and  other  movements  connected  with 
the  execution  of  the  plan  adopted  in  relation  to  the  Indians  in  Califor- 
nia, their  security,  subsistence,  and  protection  should  constitute  your 
sole  object,  and  no  other  subject  must  be  permitted  to  engage  your  time 
or  attention. 

You  will  take  care  that  your  expenditures  or  liabilities  do  not  exceed 
the  sum  appropriated  by  Congress;  and  as  soon  as  practicable,  af- 
ter the  reservations  shall  have  Seen  made,  you  will  forward  to  the  de- 
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partment  plats  and  surveys  thereof,  with  a  full  report  of  all  your  pro- 
ceedings. 

You  will  lose  no  time,  after  your  arrival  in  California,  or  befcwe,  if 
you  deem  it  advisable,  in  notifying  the  agents  in  that  State  of  the  fact 
of  their  agencies  having  been  abolished ;  and  you  will,  at  the  same 
time,  require  them  to  turn  over  to  you  all  public  property  and  money 
in  their  possession,  or  under  their  control,  and  to  settle  their  accounts 
without  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McClelland,  Secretary. 

Edward  F.  Seals,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  California. 


No.  90. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  April  l^f  1863. 

Sir:  As  I  understand  that  you  have  obtained  and  transmitted  to 
California  a  treasury  draft  for  the  $250,000  appropriated  by  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  dd  March  last,  I  have  to  request  that,  upon  your 
arrival  at  San  Francisco,  you  will  deposit  the  amount  with  the  collector 
for  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasicrerof  the  United 
States.  This  course  is  necessary  now  in  order  to  enable  you  to  com* 
ply  with  the  instructions  sent  to  you  on  yesterday. 

I  will  add,  that  the  modification  made  in  the  instructions  originally 
prepared  for  you,  was  not  the  result  of  any  want  of  confidence  what- 
ever in  your  prudence  and  discretion,  but  was  solely  with  a  view  to 
guard  against  the  estabhshment  of  a  precedent,  which  might  result  in 
evil  consequences  in  other  cases,  and  to  avoid  locking  up  unnecessarily 
so  much  of  the  public  money  on  the  Pacific. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasur}*-  will  direct  the  collector  at  San  Fran- 
cisco to  honor  your  drafts,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  this  de^ 
partment. 

You  are  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  department  for  such  portion  of 
the  $30,000,  appropriated  for  general  incidental  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department  in  California,  as  you  may  be  in  immediate  need  of,  and 
upon  the  collector  at  San  Francisco  for  such  further  sum  as  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to  the  selection  of  the  military 
reservations  to  be  accounted  for  under  that  head. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McClelland,  Seentary. 

Edward  F.  Beale,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  California 
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No  91. 

Los  Angblos,  California, 

August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  in  this  State  on  the  9th 
instant,  and,  in  obedience  with  my  instructions,  I  have  been  occupied 
since  then  in  the  examination  of  lands  from  the  State  line  to  this  placet 
which  might  be  suitable  for  the  occupancy  of  the  Indians  within  my 
superintendency. 

.  Under  the  many  difficulties  and  perplexities  attending  the  establish- 
ment of  an  entire  new  system  of  government,  which  is  to  change  the 
character  and  habits  of  a  hundred  thousand  persons,  I  cannot,  as  yet, 
in  my  communications  to  the  department,  give,  as  my  instructions 
require,  a  detailed  account  of  all  my  transactions.  In  fact,  to  this  date 
nothing  of  interest  has  been  accomplished.  The  country  on  the  Mo- 
hart  river,  lying  to  the  southward  of  Walker's  pass,  on  which  I  had 
hoped  to  establish  at  least  two  of  the  reservations,  after  a  cnreful  ex- 
amination I  find  to  be  utterly  unfit  for  that  purpose,  and  I  am  now 
about  to  examine  a  tract  near  the  head  of  the  great  Tulware  valley,  in 
the  hope  of  meeting  with  better  success  there. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  1  have  been  constantly  in  consultation  with 
the  most  experienced  men  of  the  State  on  Indian  matters,  and  as  I 
approach  more  nearly  the  practical  operation  of  my  plan,  I  find  nu- 
merous obstacles  obtruding  themselves  which  had  not  previously 
occurred  to  me.  One  of  the  principal  of  these  is  the  peculiar  wording 
of  the  act  of  Congress  making  the  appropriation,  which  embarrasses 
ifae  more  than  I  can  express;  and  at  times  it  seems  to  me  that  I  must 
either  assume  responsibilities  which  might  bring  me  into  serious  diffi** 
culties  with  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury,  or  else  abandon  the 
whole  system  I  have  proposed ;  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  which, 
Congress  has  made  tnat  identical  appropriation.  A  single  instance  df 
this  is  sufficient.  My  plan  proposed  ttie  abandonment  of  the  three 
agencies,  and  the  substitution  of  six  sub«agencies — ^the  latter  being  a 
most  important  feature  of  the  proposition.  Owino[,  I  presume,  to  the 
haste  with  which  the  law  was  framed,  the  agencies  were  abolished ; 
but  no  provision  was  made  for  the  substitution  of  the  sub- agencies. 
Now,  sir,  without  the  assistance  of  such  subordinate  officers,  it  is  im- 
practicable for  me  to  control  the  entire  Indian  policy  of  this  Slate — ^to 
'scheme,  devise  and  arrange  for,  and  to  carry  into  execution  an  almost 
entire  change  in  the  hereditary  mode  of  life  of  one  hundred  thousand 
persons,  scattered  over  a  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles,  and  living, 
for  the  most  part,  in  mountains  difficult  of  access.  Yet  I  almost  fear 
to  appoint  suo-agents,  although  the  President  told  me,  in  a  conversation, 
to  do  sa  Again,  the  same  difficulty  presents  itself  in  the  employment 
of  blacksmiths,  farmers,  carpenters,  &c.,  since  the  law  reads  "for  sub- 
sistence and  removal;'*  for  the  construction  put  upon  "subsistence" 
might  be  such  as  to  make  me  pecuniarily  accountable  for  moneys  dis- 
bursed in  paying  their  wages,  although  expended  in  direct  accordance 
with  the  views  of  those  who  framed  and  voted  for  the  appropriation. 

In  regard  to  my  own  accounts,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  with  the 
precision  and  regularity  of  other  superintendents,  who  have  certain 
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fixed  routines  of  duty,  from  which  they  are  not  compelled  to  depart 
With  me  it  is  different.  1  am  obliged  to  be  continually  in  the  field, 
forever  actively  and  actually  employed,  to  the  almost  entire  exclusioD 
of  office  business,  unless  I  neglect  that  for  which  I  am  sent  here — the 
establishment  of  a  new  order  of  things. 

At  this  time  I  see  no  probabiUty  of  being  able  to  return  to  San  Fran- 
cisco until  the  month  of  December;  consequently  it  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  send  in  my  quarterly  returns  and  accounts,  and  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  department  for  this  delay. 

I  respectfully  request  the  department  to  take  these  matters  into  con- 
sideration, and  to  make  due  allowances  for  the  difficulties  of  my  posi- 
tion. I  am  not  here  to  continue  a  business  already  traced  out  and 
known,  but  have  to  frame  and  direct  a  new  policy,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  produce  the  most  beneficial  results ;  and  I  wish  the  department  to 
feel,  that  as  the  President  and  Congress  have  approved  and  adopted 
my  plan,  I  have  entered  into  the  execution  of  it  with  my  entire  energy 
and  whole  heart.  Moreover,  I  feel  sure  of  accomplishing  all  I  have 
promised.  But  it  cannot  be  done  in  a  month,  or  a  year;  but  if  I  am 
allowed  five  years,  without  interference  and  with  proper  assistants,  I 
shall  not  only  be  able  to  support  the  Indians  by  their  own  labor,  but 
their  surplus  produce  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of  all  those 
whom  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  to  aid  and  instruct  them. 

As  soon  as  I  have  selected  the  localities  of  the  reservations,  I  shall 
open  contracts  for  the  removal  of  Indians  to  them,  and  request  the 
sanction  of  the  department  to  the  appointment  of  such  sub-agents  as  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  make  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  proposed. 

To  enable  me  to  travel  within  the  limit  of  my  instructions,  1  made  a 
contract  for  the  transportation  of  myself  and  escort  from  Westport  lo 
this  place ;  and,  whenever  it  is  practicable,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed 
to  continue  to  do  so,  as  it  will  save  me  much  trouble,  and  will  relieve 
me  of  at  least  a  portion  of  my  many  embarrassments. 

My  instructions  render  it  imperative  that  I  should  abolish  the  present 
agencies,  and  I  shall  therefore  issue  the  requisite  notice  to  Mr.  Wilson 
at  once,  though  I  shall  be  obliged  to  employ  him  in  some  other  capacity, 
as  it  is  impossible  to  dispense  with  his  services  at  jM-esent.  He  is  per- 
fectly indifierent  as  to  holding  office — a  gentleman  of  great  wealth  and 
high  standing  here — and  would  only  consent  to  serve  from  a  sincere 
desire  to  benefit  this  portion  of  the  country,  in  which  a  long  residence 
has  made  his  influence  with  the  Indians  extremely  great.  I  would  add 
also  that  he  never  sought  the  position  of  agent,  but  was  appointed  by 
the  last  administration  without  ever  knowing  it  until  I  sent  him  his 
commission.  I  shall  employ  him  as  temporary  assistant  to  superintend 
the  removal  of  Indians  and  to  aid  in  locating  reservations,  his  know- 
ledge of  the  country  being  perfect,  and  to  use  his  paramount  influence 
to  induce  the  Indians  to  remove  in  peace.  Mr.  Wilson  will  only  con- 
sent to  give  his  assistance  in  any  capacity  for  a  short  time,  not  to  ex- 
ceed next  spring. 

Mr.  Edwards,  as  I  informed  you  some  time  since,  I  had  employed, 
under  authority  of  previous  instructions,  as  farming  agent,  and  to  col* 
led,  instruct,  and  protect  the  Indians  of  Joaquin  valley,  whom  I  had 
bixiught  together  on  the  small  reserve  commenced  last  fiJl,  which  I 
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intended  to  serve  as  an  experiment,  to  be  followed,  if  successful,  on  the 
larger  system  now  about  to  be  attempted.  For  these  a^tua  and  ne- 
cessary appointments — none  of  which  can  be  dispensed  wit  i,  and  for 
such  as  I  may  be  obliged  to  make  as  the  further  developm  nt  of  the 
plan  may  show  to  be  requisite — T  beg  the  department's  sanctio  ,  trusting 
that  after  having  reposed  so  much  confidence  in  me,  it  will  be  eve  that 
all  due  economy  in  the  number  of  my  employes  will  be  practised. 

In  this  part  of  the  State,  and  in  fact  throuffhout  California,  excepting 
in  the  extreme  north,  the  Indians  are  perfectly  quiet,  and  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  keep  them  so.  I  shall  go  at  once  to  the  northern  portion  of  the 
State  after  concluding  my  work  here. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Ifeervant, 

E.  F.  BE  ALE, 
SuperifUendtfU  Indian  Affairs. 

G.  W.  Manypenny,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  92. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affaies, 

San  Francisco^  September  30,  1853. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  intention  which  1  communicated  to  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  left  Los  Angelos  on  the  30th,  and  arrived 
at  the  Tejon  pass  on  the  2d  instant. 

I  found  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  quietly  engaged  in  farming,  but 
anxious  to  know  the  intentions  of  the  government  towards  them.  Mr. 
Edwards,  whom  I  had  employed  as  farming  agent,  had  been  unable  to 
assure  them  of  anything  permanent  in  relation  to  their  affairs.  He 
had,  however,  with  great  tact,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Alexan- 
der Godey,  by  travelling  fi-om  tribe  to  tribe  and  talking  constantly 
with  them,  succeeded  in  preventing  any  outbreak  or  disturbance  in  thie 
San  Joaquin  valley.  I  immediately  collected  together  the  headmen 
and  chiefs,  and  deputations  from  every  quarter  of  the  mountains  and 
plains  lying  between  the  "  Four  Rivers"  and  that  point,  a  distance  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  in  length  by  about  the  same  in 
breadth. 

With  these  Indians  I  held  council  for  two  days,  explaining  to  them  the 
intentions  of  the  government  in  relation  to  their  future  support.  After 
long  deliberation  and  much  talk  among  the  headmen  and  chiefs,  they 
agreed  to  accept  the  terras  I  had  offered  them,  which  were  as  follows ; 

The  government  should  commence  with  a  system  of  farming  and 
instruction,  which  would  enable  them  in  a  few  years  to  support  them* 
selves  by  the  produce  of  their  own  labor. 

That  for  this  purpose  the  government  would  furnish  them  with  seed 
of  all  kinds,  and  with  provisions  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  live  until 
the  produce  of  their  own  labor  should  be  sufficient  to  support  them.     I 

Eointed  out  to  them  the  impossibility  of  their  remaining  any  longer  a 
arrier  to  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  State,  and  of  the  necessity  which 
existed  that  they  should  leave  their  old  homes  in  the  mountains,  and 
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settle  at  some  other  point  where  the  government  would  be  able  to 
watch  over  and  protect  them  from  the  whites,  as  well  as  the  whites 
from  them.  I  pointed  out  to  them,  also,  the  difference  between  them- 
selves and  those  who  had  embraced  this  new  mode  of  life,  as  farmers, 
at  the  Tejon,  and  endeavored  to  make  them  sensible  of  the  difference 
between  a  certain  and  reliable  means  of  support  by  the  produce  of  their 
own  labor,  and  the  exceedingly  precarious  one  of  dependence  upon  the 
spontaneous  productions  of  the  soil ;  and  that  even  this  mode  ot  exist- 
ence, precarious  as  it  is,  was  becoming  still  more  uncertain  by  the  rapid 
increase  of  our  white  population.  To  all  this  I  had  no  difficulty  in 
bringing  them  to  assent.  A  difficulty,  however,  arose  here,  which  it  was 
very  hard  to  overcome.  TThis  was  their  disinclination  to  leave  their  old 
homes  and  hunting-grounds  and  to  settle  so  far  aw^ay  from  them ;  and 
I  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  overcome  this  difficulty  until  I  had 
promised  them  that  the  reserve  selected  for  them  should  be  somewhere 
m  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  that  conference  was  held.  On  my 
promising  this,  they  consented  unanimously  to  my  proposition ;  ana 
I  have  no  doubt  that  they  are  all,  by  this  time,  on  the  spot  awaiting 
my  return. 

Before  I  determined,  however,  upon  locating  the  reserve  at  that  point, 
I  called  upon  Lieutenants  Stoneman,  Parke,  and  Williamson,  of  the 
United  States  army,  who  had  had  been  surveying  the  country  carefully 
with  a  view  to  the  location  of  the  proposed  Atlantic  and  Pacific  rail- 
road, to  know  whether,  in  their  opinion,  there  was  any  other  point 
north  as  fru*  as  the  Sacramento  river  where  an  Indian  reservation  con- 
taining the  requisites  ot  good  land,  wood,  and  water,  and  also  suffi- 
ciently accessible  to  admit  of  the  establishment  of  a  military  post,  ex- 
isted within  their  knowledge.  The  reply  of  these  gentlemen,  coincid- 
ing as  it  did  with  my  own  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  with  the 
views  of  Mr.  Wilson,  late  Indian  agent,  on  whose  experience  I  placed 

Seat  reliance,  determined  me  in  the  selection  of  that  point  as  mie  of 
e  reservations  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress.  A  copy  of  the 
letter  of  the  gentlemen  above  referred  to  will  be  forwardea  by  next 
mail. 

The  Tejon  valley,  or  at  least  a  large  portion  of  it,  is  said  to  be  cov- 
ered by  a  Spanish  grant;  but  as  I  found  no  settlers  on  it,  or  any  evi- 
dence that  it  had  been  settled,  and  under  the  fact  that  Uiere  was  no 
other  place  where  the  Indians  could  be  placed  without  the  same  objec- 
tion, I  concluded  to  go  on  with  the  farming  system  at  that  point,  and 
leave  it  to  Congress  to  purchase  the  land  should  the  title  prove  good, 
or  remove  the  Indians  to  some  less  suitable  locality.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible to  find,  at  this  time,  any  extent  of  country  either  unclaimed 
by  Spanish  grants  or  free  from  white  settlers,  who  hold  under  pre-emp- 
tion right.  And  this  has  proved  a  most  serious  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  the  intention  of  Congress,  as  expressed  by  the  late  law  in  relation 
to  Indian  affairs  intDahfomia.  This  law  gives  me  no  authority  to  pur- 
chase lands  for  the  United  States  for  Indian  purposes ;  it  having  been 
supposed  by  myself,  as  well  as  by  every  one  else,  that  there  was  Ksaf- 
ficiency  of  vacant  public  land  for  all  such  purposes* 

But  since  my  attention  has  been  directed  by  necessity  to  that  sub- 
ject, I  have  discovered  the  fact,  that  between  the  southern  boundaries 
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of  this  State,  and  as  far  north  as  I  have  ai^  knowledge,  there  is  notsut 
ficient  land  for  a  single  reservation  of  the  quality  required.  •  I  say  of 
the  quality  required,  because  I  esteem  it  indispensable  that  if  the  sys** 
tern  I  propose,  of  fanning  with  the  Indians,  should  be  carried  out,  the 
land  on  which  the  system  is  to  be  commenced  should  be  of  the  best 
quality,  since  the  tailure  of  the  first  crop  might  so  far  discourage  them 
as  to  render  subsequent  attempts  abortive. 

'  It  is  also  right  and  proper  that  this  land  should  be  well  watered, 
well  timbered,  and  adjacent  to  a  mountainous  country,  for  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed,  that  the  habits  of  a  race  who  have  been  for  ages  accua* 
tomed  to  a  certain  mode  of  life  can  be  suddenly  and  entirely  changed. 

The  rapid  settlement  of  the  northern  part  of  this  State,  and  the  fact 
that  the  richest  mineral  region  known  to  the  world  lies  in  this  portion 
of  California,  leads  me  to  the  belief  that  it  would  be  a  wise  policy  to 
commence  now  the  removal  of  the  northern  Indians  to  the  southern 
*part  of  the  State,  which  is  thinly  settled,  and  possesses  little  or  no  min- 
eral wealth. 

To  do  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  from  the  claimants  a 
sufficiency  of  land  on  which  to  place  them ;  and  I  recommend  that  au- 
thority for  the  purchase  of  Spanish  grants,  in  localities  which  may  be 
found  suitable  for  Indian  reservation,  be  given.  Inquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter enables  me  to  say  that  these  purchases  can  be  made  at  the  govern- 
ment price,  and  in  many  cases  for  much  less.  In  connection  with  this 
subject  I  have  consulted  the  congressional  delegation  of  this  State ; 
after  discussing  the  matter  verbally,  I  addressed  each  one  a  letter, 
which,  with  its  reply,  will  be  forwarded  by  next  mail.  I  shall  be  in  a 
great  measure  governed  in  all  my  operations  by  the  advice  of  those 
gentlemen. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  adopt  some  other  plan  of  colonization  with 
the  tribes  inhabiting  the  extreme  northern  border,  as  they  differ  mate- 
rially from  those  living  further  south — being  bolder,  more  warlike,  and 
less  disposed  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

I  have  already  informed  tne  department  of  the  experimental  farm 
which  I  establisned  late  last  fall  on  the  San  Joaquin  river.  This  ex- 
periment, so  pre-eminently  successful  and  gratifying  in  its  results,  has 
placed  beyond  all  doubt  the  question  whether  Indians  can  be  made  a 
self-supporting  and  useful  class  of  population.  This  farm,  commenced 
with  Indians  of  the  wildest  and  most  uncivilized  character,  has  enabled 
me  not  only  to  support,  by  their  own  labor,  those  tribes  engaged  in  it, 
but  has  been  forcible,  beyond  all  other  means  of  persuasion,  in  inducing 
others  to  accede  to  the  propositions  I  have  made  them  on  the  part  of 
the  government ;  and  what  is  still  more  impoitant  is  the  fact*  that,  by 
its  example  and  through  the  means  of  those  I  have  employed,  I  have 
been  enabled  to  preserve  peace  throughout  that  extensive  region. 

These  Indians,  but  a  few  years  ago  so  completely  wild  and  untamed, 
are  now  free  from  the  necessity  of  robbing  for  food,  and  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  iheir  own  future  comfort  by  a  life  of  honest  labor.  I  en- 
close to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  farming  agent. 

The  war  now  existing  with  the  Indians  at  the  north  is,  properly 
speaking,  within  the  borders  of  Oregon  ;  and  I  am  credibly  informed 
tnat  very  few  California  Indians  have  joined  the  hostile  tribes. 
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In  conclusion,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  I  have  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  plan  I  have  proposed  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Indians  in  California ;  ana  that  if  this  plan  is  pursued,  that 
they  will  ultimately  form  industrious  and  useful  communities. 

The  small  experiment  I  have  already  made  proves  that  they  aw 
worthy  of  the  paternal  care  of  the  governn^nt. 

It  is  impossible  at  present  to  enter  into  a  detailed  estimate  of  whal 
this  plan  will  cost  to  carry  it  into  complete  effect ;  but  judging  by  iho 
high  rates  of  everything  in  this  State,  and  the  number  of  Indians  to  be 
provided  for — variously  estimated  at  from  75,000  to  100,000 — ^the  sum 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ($500,000,)  in  addition  to  what  has  al* 
ready  been  appropriated,  will  be  required. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  BEALE. 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs 
.  Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Manypbnny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Wa^shingtonj  D.  C. 


No.  93. 


Indian  Reservation, 
San  Joaquin  lUvert  September  20,  1853« 

Sir:  The  ploughs  and  other  farming  implements  which  you  bad  par- 
chased  for  the  Indian  department  arrived  at  this  place  about  the  first 
of  February  last.  In  accordance  with  your  directions  I  immediately 
came  here,  and  brought  with  me  the  men,  women,  and  children  belong* 
ing  to  the  different  tribes  of  Fregno  Indians. 

I  proceeded  at  once  to  start  twelve  ploughs  and  put  in  wheat.  All 
the  work,  with  the  exception  of  the  sowing,  was  done  by  Indian  boys 
from  twelve  to  twenty  years  of  age.  Everything  went  on  well;  in  fact, 
better  than  could  have  been  expected  from  Indian  lads,  none  of  whom 
had  any  previous  experience  in  ploughing.  In  three  weeks'  working 
time,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  were  ploughed  and  sowed 
with  wheat ;  and,  while  the  boys  where  engaged  m  ploughing,  the  men 
dug  a  ditch  four  feet  wide,  four  feet  deep,  and  about  two  miles  in  length — 
to  enclose  the  field,  and  to  protect  the  grain  from  the  encroachments  of 
wild  horses,  cattle,  and  other  animals — ^not  being  able  to  obtain  a  suffix 
cient  quantity  of  timber  without  hauling  it  a  considerable  distance* 

After  sowing  the  wheat  I  commenced  planting  potatoes,  of  which 
we  put  in  seven  thousand  pounds.  We  finished  this  job  about  the  first 
of  Starch ;  we  then  proceeded  to  prepare  another  field  of  about  two 
bundled  and  fifty  acres  for  com,  pumpkins,  water  and  musk-melons, 
&c.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  ploughed  and  planted  was  very 
creditable  to  the  Indians  who  did  the  work.  We  enclosed  it  with  a 
ditch  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  one  enclosing  the  wheat-field. 
This  we  completed  about  the  last  of  March. 

I  then  commenced  making  a  coralj  for  keeping  and  branding  the 
cattle  until  their  removal  below  the  farm*    It  is  one  hundred  ysxds  in 
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diameter,  and  surrounded  by  a  ditch  seven  feet  wide  and  six  feet  d^ep, 
and  was  dug  by  the  Indians  in  one  day.  This  piece  of  work  has  baen 
pronounced  by  all  who  have  seen  it  to  be  the  most  extensive  in  the 
ditch  line  that  has  ever  been  done  in  California  in  the  short  space  oi 
one  day.  It  served  to  brand  several  hundred  head  of  cattle  without  any 
serious  damage  being  done  f.o  it.  Another  coral  for  securing  beef  cattle 
at  night,  on  the  grazing  ground  eight  miles  below,  on  the  river,  was 
made  by  setting  posts  in  the  ground  close  together,  and  then  filling  in 
between  them  with  poles,  and  it  took  about  one  hundred  wagon  loads 
to  complete  it.  By  this  time  the  wheat,  corn,  potatoes,  and  other  vege- 
tables were  up,  and  promised  to  yield  an  excellent  crop. 

The  Indians  appeared  delighted  with  the  work  they  had  done ;  and 
the  prospect  of  reaping  a  rich  harvest  to  reward  them  for  their  labor, 
besides  having  a  surplus  for  the  coming  winter,  instead  of  living  upon 
acorns,  as  they  had  nitherto  done,  was  a  source  of  much  gratification. 
At  this  period  I  gave  permission  to  all,  with  the  exception  of  the  plough 
boys,  to  leave  for  the  Fregno  river,  where  they  could  dig  for  gold,  and 
purchase  clothing  with  the  proceeds  of  their  labor. 

I  retained  the  plough  boys  on  the  farm,  to  cultivate  the  com  and  other 
vegetables,  and  to  do  any  other  work  which  might  be  required  on  the 
place* 

In  addition  to  other  work  which  was  done  at  this  time,  we  made  two 
corals  for  threshing  grain.  They  had  to  be  made  very  large  and  strong, 
to  hold  a  large  number  of  cattle,  and  prevent  their  breaking  out.  These 
corals  were  made  by  setting  posts  in  the  ground  two  feet  apEul,  and 
then  poles  were  lashed  on  them,  one  above  another,  six  inches  apart, 
till  it  reached  a  sufficient  height  t')  hold  a  large  amount  of  unthreshed 
straw,  and  to  keep  the  cattle  from  jumping  over  it. 

About  tins  time  the  weather  became  very  warm,  and  we  found  that 
our  tents  afforded  us  but  little  shelter;  and  I  therefore  found  it  advisable 
to  build  a  brush  house,  whicli  I  did  by  setting  poles  in  the  ground, 
forked  at  the  end,  and  then  extending  poles  across  the  top  from  one 
fork  to  the  other.  We  then  covered  it  overhead  and  on  the  sides  with 
fine  wiUow  brush,  and  thus  made  an  excellent  summer  house.  It  was 
about  forty  feet  square. 

After  this  time,  for  about  a  month,  we  employed  our  time  in  making 
hay*  I  found  excellent  grass  and  clover  about  six  miles  from  the  farm, 
and  we  cut,  cured,  and  hauled  in  about  one  hundred  tons  of  superior 
hay. 

Up  to  this  time  I  had  hoped  to  make  a  splendid  crop  of  wheat;  but 
I  now  discovered  it  had  been  attacked  by  a  green  bug,  which  proved 
very  destructive.  For  several  acres  there  were  three  or  four  in  each 
head  of  wheat,  and  appeared  to  suck  the  sap  out  of  the  stalk,  which 
soon  turned  yellow  ana  withered.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  they 
had  committed  so  much  destruction  that  only  a  few  acres  were  worth 
cutting,  and  the  whole  amount  harvested  was  not  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  bushels.  However,  I  think  there  is  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  wheat  on  the  field  that  came  to  maturity  to  yield  a  second 
crop  without  resowing.  It  will  only  require  ploughing  this  fall  to  give 
a  good  crop  next  season. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  there  was  farming  done,  on  quite  an  extensive 
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scale,  by  the  Indians  living  at  the  Tejon.  There  were  about  two 
hundred  families  engaged  in  it,  and  the  result  of  their  labor  proved 
very  different  from  that  at  this  place ;  all  the  crops  having  produced 
abundantly,  and*  yielded  sufficient  to  many  large  feasts,  besides  creadng 
a  great  desire  among  them  to  go  into  more  extensive  operations  during 
the  coming  season.  • 

They,  like  the  Indians  here,  found  the  use  of  our  farming  utensils  a 
little  awkward  at  first;  but  they  soon  got  accustomed  to  and  worked 
with  them  quite  well. 

The  nature  of  the  land  at  the  Tejon  is  much  preferable  for  farming 
purposes  to  that  on  this  river,  and  the  great  ease  with  which  it  can  be 
irrigated  (a  most  desirable  object  to  be  attained)  makes  it  one  of  the 
best  locations  for  an  Indian  reserve  I  have  seen  in  all  my  travels 
through  the  southern  country. 

I  have  visited  all  the  various  tribes,  both  in  the  valleys  and  in  the 
mountains  south  of  Stockton,  and  find  them  all  more  willing  to  live 
there  than  any  other  place  that  could  be  selected. 

With  much  respect,!  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaiit» 

H.  B.  EDWARDS. 

Supt.  Be  ALE,  San  Francisco. 


No.  94. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

San  Francisco  J  October  10,  1S58. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  letters  of  the  con- 
gressional delegates  of  this  State  on  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of 
Spanish  grants  for  purposes  of  Indian  reservations;  also,  the  letter 
of  Lieutenants  Stoneman,  Williamson,  and  Parke,  in  relation  to  the 
reservation  at  the  iiead  of  Tulare  valley. 

I  forward  also  an  estimate  for  the  removal  of  five  hundred  (500) 
Indians  from  Feather  river  to  Indian  reserve  at  the  Tejon.  From  this 
estimate,  I  find  that  to  attempt  any  removal  on  a  large  scale  during 
this  season  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic.  The  appropriation  would 
be  exhausted  in  the  removal  of  a  comparatively  small  number  of 
Indians,  leaving  nothing  for  the  support  of  those  already  on  the  reserva- 
tion, and  what  is  still  more  important,  crippling  my  means  for  the 
establishment,  on  a  secure  basis,  of  the  agricultural  system  of  self- 
support,  which  I  have  proposed  to  government,  and  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  Congress. 

I  have  drawn  on  the  collector  for  this  port  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  (8125,000)  of  the  appropriation  of 
Congress  of  3d  March,  1853.  This  will  be  immediately  disbursed  as 
follows : 

For  1,000  head  of  cattle,  about $65,000 

For  agricultural  implements,  provisions,  clothing  for  the  Tejon 

reservation 10,000 

For  fireight  to  the  reserve,  390  miles 10,000 
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For  purchase  of  mules  and  horses $20,000 

For  wages  of  laborers,  mechanics,  &c 10,000 

For  removal  of  Indians,  and  incidental  expenses 10,000 

125,000 


When  it  is  remembered  that  these  supplies  are  for  two  reservations 
of  25,000  acres  each,  and  to  support  all  the  Indians  between  the  San 
Joaquin  river  and  the  Tejon,  estimated  at  10,U0O,  these  estimates  will 
not  be  found  extravagant. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  is  my  intention  to  draw  for  the  remainder  of  the 
mpropriation,  in  order  to  establish  the  other  reserves  contemplated  by 


^e  act. 


In  purchasing  supplies  for  the  Indian  department,  I  have  to  furnish 
the  persons  whom  I  employ  to  make  the  purchases,  and  who  have  to 
go  into  the  country  for  that  purpose,  with  the  necessary  amount  of 
money.  From  this  cause  I  am  ooliged  to  depart  from  the  suggestions 
of  the  depaitment  as  to  the  amount  I  should  keep  on  hand  at  any  one 
time,  although  I  endeavor  to  do  it  as  little  as  possible. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  BEALE, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon.  George  W.  Mantpbnny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  96. 


San  Francisco,  September  27,  1853. 

Gentlemen:  In  the  execution  of  the  law  of  Congress  in  relation  to 
Indian  reserves  I  have  met  with  great  and  unexpected  difficulties,  and 
as  it  is  important  to  me  that  I  should  be  supported  in  my  movements  by 
the  delegation  in  Congress  from  this  State,  I  beg  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing fact :  That,  so  far  as  1  can  discover,  there  is  no  land  of  the  proper 
character  and  sufficient  quantity  south  of  Stockton  on  which  to  locale 
the  reservations  anticipated  by  the  act  of  Congress,  except  such  as  are 
covered  either  by  pre-emption  claims  or  Spanish  grants,  and  these  of 
course  cannot  be  applied  to  public  use  without  previous  purchase.  I 
have  therefore  thought  of  making  a  conditional  purchase  of  the  neces- 
sary lands  from  the  claimants ;  and  as  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  if  the 
plajQ  already  sanctioned  by  Congress  is  to  be  put  in  execution  this  win- 
ter, jt  is  my  wish  to  do  so  at  once,  on  receiving  your  sanction  to  that 
measure.  I  would  propose  to  make  these  purchases,  subject  to  their 
ratification  by  Congress,  at  a  sum  not  to  exceed  the  government  price 
of  public  lands,  or  at  any  appraised  value,  by  disinterested  persons,  if 
desired  by  the  government. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  enclose  copies  of  the  letters  of  In- 
dian agent  B.  D.  Wilson,  and  of  Lieutenants  Stoneman,  Williamson, 
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and  Parke,  who  have  fully  explored  the  country  as  &r  as  the  Tejon 
pass,  and  whose  statements  fully  sustain  all  I  have  said. 

Permit  me  to  beg  a  reply  to  this  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  F.  BEALE, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affair*^ 
Hon.  Wm.  M.  Gwin  and  Hon.  M.  S.  Latham. 


No.  96. 


In  view  of  the  case  as  presented  by  the  superintendent  of  Indians  in 
the  above  letter  and  accompanying  documents,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  he  should  make  such  conditional  arrangements,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  Congress,  as  in  his  opinion  are  indispensable  to  the  successfiil 
operation  of  the  law  under  which  he  proposes  to  locate  the  Indians, 
care  being  taken  to  so  locate  the  reservations  that  they  cannot  interfere 
with  or  be  surrounded  by  white  settlements.  I  am  authorized  by  Mr. 
Latham  to  give  his  concurrence  to  the  above* 

WM.  M.  GWIN. 


No.  97. 


San  Francisco,  California,  October  2,  1 853. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  multiplicity  of  other  engagements  I  have  harl 
some  difficulty  in  finding  a  moment  to  respond  to  your  letter  of  the  27th 
ultimo  in  relation  to  Indian  reservations  in  California. 

I  should  regret  very  much  to  find  that  you  were  unable  to  execute 
the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  dd  March  last.  The  plan  contem- 
plated by  that  law  is  in  my  opinion  the  only  practicable  one  for  pre- 
serving the  Indians  of  this  State  from  destruction.  Unless  they  can  b0 
gathered  together,  and  placed  under  military  protection,  we  shall  have 
a  bloody  war,  which  will  result  in  the  extermination  of  the  race.  The 
Indians  should  be  withdrawn  as  much  as  possible  from  the  white  popu- 
lation, and  taught  to  rely  upon  their  own  labor  and  industry  for  their 
support.  The  supplies  wnich  nature  has  heretofore  fiirmshed  them 
will  soon  be  cut  off,  and  an  attempt  to  sustain  them  otherwise  than 
through  their  own  labor  would  be  impolitic. 

It  is  well  known  to  you  that  whilst  the  plan  you  are  endeavoring  to 
carry  out  received  my  warm  support,  yet  I  was  utterly  opposed  to 
making  the  reservations  as  large  as  they  are  now  authorizea  by  law. 
Whilst  we  have  some  of  the  richest  agricultural  lands  in  the  Union,  tfas 
fact  cannot  be  disguised  that  we  have  a  large  body  of  land  in  this  Stats 
which  cannot  be  cultivated.  The  greater  portion  of  our  population 
are  engaged  in  commerce  and  mining.  They  are  consumers,  and  in 
order  to  feed  them  all  of  our  agricultural  lands  should  be  put  under 
cultivation.  We  should  not  depend  upon  other  States  or  foreign  coud- 
tiies  for  our  breadstufis.    If  five  reservations  are  made  in  this  State, 
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and  to  the  extent  authorized  by  law,  great  injustice  will  be  done  to  our 
citizens ;  withhold,  for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  125,000  acres  of  agricul- 
tural land,  and  a  serious  blow  will  be  struck  at  the  farming  interests  of 
this  State.  Such  a  policy  would  be  unwise  in  every  particular;  no 
reservation,  in  my  judgment  should  be  made  containm^  more  than 
8,000  acres.  In  each  of  them  3'^ou  could  readily  find  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  land  susceptible  of  cultivation  to  produce  enough  to  sustain  5,000  In- 
dians ;  and  this,  I  apprehended,  will  bear  as  many  as  you  can  assemble 
or  settle  upon  any  one  of  your  reservations. 

In  regard  to  the  difficulty  to  which  you  refer  I  can  only  say,  that  if 
you  find  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  at  any  point  desired  which  is  un- 
occupied, although  persons  might  claim  it  under  Mexican  grants,  I 
would  not  hesitate  to  take  it.  If  the  grant  is  in  the  end  sustained  by 
the  courts,  the  government,  having  taken  private  property  for  public 
use,  will  have  to  make  compensation  therefor.  When  there  are  only  a 
few  settlers  upon  lands  which  you  may  desire  to  reserve  for  the  In- 
dians, the  better  plan  will  be  to  make  contracts  for  the  improvements, 
tubject  of  course  to  the  confirmation  of  the  department  or  Congress. 

These  reservations  should  be  made  so  as  interfere  as  httle  as  possible 
with  the  settlements  which  have  been  made  by  our  people. 

Sincerely  hoping  that  you  may  succeed  in  all  your  eflbrts  to  amelio- 
rate the  condition  of  our  Indians, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &,c., 

JOHN  B.  WELLER. 

E.  F.  Be  ALB,  Esq.,  Supt  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  98. 


San  Francisco,  October  14,  1853. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Since  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  27th  September 
last,  I  have  given  the  suggestions  made  by  you  a  careful  consideration ; 
and  I  have  also  taken  occasion  to  consult  upon  the  matters  suggested 
with  several  of  our  best-informed  citizens  from  different  portions  of  the 
6tate. 

I  have  been  for  some  time  aware  of  the  serious  embarrassments  you 
would  have  to  encounter  in  executing  the  act  of  Congress ;  and  I  can 
think  of  no  other  plan  than  the  one  you  suggest  at  all  consistent  with 
either  the  policy  or  duty  of  the  ffovernment. 

If  the  locations  selected  should  prove  the  property  of  the  government, 
no  liability  would  be  incurred ;  il  they  should  prove  private  property, 
the  government  would  be  secured  the  privilege  of  acquiring  them  at  a 
fair  equivalent,  if  their  acquisition  should  appear  desirable.  This  would 
be  infinitely  better  than  a  temporary  location,  subject  to  the  chances  of 
a  forced  removal,  or  an  imposition  upon  the  government  by  the  demand 
of  exorbitant  terms. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  my  knowledge  of  your  familiarity  with 
the  business  you  have  in  hand,  andf  of  your  entire  devotion  to  the  duties 
t)f  your  office  and  the  public  interests,  command  from  me  complete  con- 
fidence in  such  policy  as  you  may  hereafter  suggest  with  regard  to  our 
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Indian  affairs ;  and  that  I  shall,  with  great  pleasure,  lend  my  aid  to 
carry  out  such  course  as  you  may  indicate. 

With  great  respect,  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  A.  McDODGALL. 
£•  F.  Be  ALE,  Esq., 

Superintendent^  Sfc. 


No.  99. 


Tejon  Pass,  California, 

September  4,  1853. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Communication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  an  Indian  reservation  in  that 
section  of  California  south  of  Sacramento  valley,  and  to  the  estah* 
lishnient  of  a  military  post  upon  that  reservation,  and  asking  our  opin- 
ions upon  several  points  connected  therewith : 

Ist.  "Which  do  you  consider  the  most  suitable  locality  south  of  the 
Sacramento  to  this  point  for  an  Indian  reservation  ?" 

Judging  from  the  fact  that  the  whole  country  south  of  Sacramento, 
and  as  far  as  latitude  37^  north,  where  the  San  Joaquin  breaks  out  of 
the  Sierra  Nevada,  is  thickly  populated  by  American  citizens,  there  can 
be  no  point  within  this  limit  that  would  be  available.  The  only  other 
points  where  a  reservation  could  be  located,  which  would  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  your  instructions  as  slated  in  your  communication,  on 
King's  river,  and  the  Four  Creeks,  and  this  point. 

Most  of  the  land  on  King's  river  is  occupied  by  American  citizens ; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  in  regard  to  the  Four  Creek  country.  This 
fact  is  an  objection  to  either  of  those  two  points,  but  there  being  no  oc- 
cupants at  this  point,  a  like  objection  does  not  obtain ;  and  besides,  the 
Tejon  possesses  many  other  advantages  over  either  of  the  other  two. 

It  appe.'irs  to  be  a  point  to  which  the  Indians  in  the  San  Joaquin  and 
Tulare  valleys  might,  with  the  most  facility,  and  at  the  least  ex[)enditure 
of  time  and  money,  be  induced  to  join  with  those  living  on  the  east  side 
of  the  yierra  Nevada  ;  and  if  the  reservation  extended  as  far  north  as 
Keni  river,  (latitude  36^  30',)  would  be  sufficiently  ample  to  accommo* 
date  all  the  Indians  you  might  find  it  necessary  to  bring  together  in  that 
portion  of  Caliibrnia  you  designate. 

It  is  a  point  the  most  remote  firom  white  settlements  that  can  be  se- 
lected, and  is  so  situated  that  settlements  cannot  be  made  to  the  east- 
ward, owing  to  the  fact  of  the  location  being  on  the  confines  of  an 
almost  impassable  desert  in  that  direction.  There  appears  to  be  fewer 
inducements  for  miners  to  locate  near  here  than  in  almost  any  other  por^ 
tion  of  California. 

The  amount  of  arable  land  is  neither  too  great  nor  too  small,  and 
would  be  located  in  different  parts,  or  at  different  points  in  the  reserva- 
tion, thus  allowing  each  family,  ranchero,  or  tribe^  a  spot  by  rhemselres. 

These  and  other  reasons  induced  us  to  think  that  portion  of  countiy 
in  and  about  the  Tejon  nass  by  far  the  most  preferable  location  of  any 
have  seen,  or  ot  which  we  have  had  any  reliable  information. 
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2d.  "  Do  you  know  any  other  place  within  those  limits  where  one 
could  be  made,  embracing  the  requisites  of  good  land,  wood,  and 
water?" 

We  know  of  none  other  than  King's  river  and  the  Four  Creeks. 

3d.  "  To  what  point  south  of  the  Sacramento  do  you  think  the  In- 
dians would  be  most  willing  to  remove,  or  could  be  removed  by  gov- 
ernment at  the  least  expense?" 

If  the  Indians  are  to  be  removed  from  their  homes  at  all,  we  have 
no  doubt  but  that  they  would,  as  a  body,  be  more  willing  to  concen- 
trate at  this  point  than  at  any  other,  and  to  take  them  all  from  both 
sides  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  (which  we  presume  will  be  the  case,)  that 
they  can  be  collected,  fed,  and  protected  at  much  less  expense  here 
than  at  any  other  point  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

4th.  "  Where  do  you  consider  the  most  important  point  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  military  post  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  both 
whites  and  Indians  ?" 

We  answer,  decidedly,  the  Tejon  pass. 

5th.  "  Do  you  consider  it  practicable  to  remove  them  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  Sierra  Nevada  ;  or,  if  removed  there,  could  they  subsist 
themselves  by  cultivation  ?" 

If  there  existed  an  absolute  necessity  for  removing  them  east  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  it  might,  under  these  circumstances,  be  considered  as 
practicable ;  but,  as  far  as  our  personal  observation  goes,  we  should 
say  that  they  could  subsist  upon  the  agricultural  productions  of  the  soil, 
but  with  extreme  difficulty.  The  country  is  quite  elevated,  and  during 
many  months  of  the  year  the  cold  is  quite  intense— to  withstand  the 
efiects  of  which  the  habits  of  the  valley  Indians  but  very  illy  fit  them; 
and  besides,  if  a  military  post  is  to  be  established  upon  the  reservation, 
it  would  require  a  very  great  outlay  of  money  and  labor  to  establish 
and  supply  a  post  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Sierra  Nevada. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  safe  arrival  in 
California,  and  to  express  the  pleasure  it  gives  us  to  meet  you  after 
your  arduous  journey  across  the  continent. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  8T0NEMAN, 

Lieut.  1st  Dragoons. 
R.  S.  WILLIAMSON, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  Top.  Engineen 
JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Lieut.  Carps  Top.  Engineers. 

£.  F.  Beale,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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No.  100. 

Estimate  of  expenses  of  removing  Jive  hundred  Indians  from  Guber  (Feather 

river)  to  Indian  reserce^  by  land. 

26  teams,  at  $12  each  per  day,  $300,  for  30  days $9,000  00 

Beef  for  provision,  1  each  day,  $125,  for  30  days 3,760  00 

Flour,  600  pounds  per  day,  at  $10  per  cwt.,  for  30  days. .  1,600  00 

Ferriages  and  incidental  expenses 800  00 

Total  estimate 15,050  00 

Submitted  by  Ed.  £•  Chbeters. 


No.  101. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs^  Novtmber  IS,  1853. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  22d  August,  30th  September-  ind  10th  ulu 
indicating  the  progress  made  in  the  execution  ot  the  '•  pi^^n"  proposed 
by  you,  and  adopted  by  the  President,  under  the  authority  of  Cod- 
gress,  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians  in  California,  have 
been  received. 

The  great  pressure  of  other  important  matters  before  this  office  at 
this  time  will  not  admit  of  a  reply  in  detail.  I  shall  therefore  notice 
but  briefly  the  points  of  inquiry  and  embarrassment  to  which  yon 
have  directed  attention. 

In  the  instructions  given  to  you  by  the  department  in  April  last,  you 
were  informed  that  the  $250,000  appropriated  by  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1853,  "  is  to  be  devoted  exclusivelv  to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
the  Indians,  and  not  to  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  whatsoever;" 
and  that  the  expenses  incidental  to  the  selection  of  the  military  reser- 
vations were  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  appropriation  of  $30,000  made 
by  the  same  act  "for  general  incidental  expenses  of  the  Indian  service 
in  the  State  of  California."  The  directions  of  the  department  in  respect 
to  the  proper  apphcation  of  these  appropriations  are  such  as  are  alone 
authorizea  by  Congress,  and  it  is  therefore  not  within  the  pro\'ince  of 
this  office  to  direct  otherwise. 

As  regards  the  difficulties  anticipated  by  you  in  selecting  for  the 
proposed  reservations  such  lands  as  constitute  a  portion  of  the  "public 
domain,"  and  that  are  not  "  inhabited  by  citizens  of  California,"  both 
of  which  are  made  conditions  prior  to  their  occupancy  for  Indian  pur- 
{>oses,  I  have  to  remark,  that  if  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  In- 
aians  will  not  admit  of  their  being  colonized  or  concentrated  upon  a  less 
number  than  five  reservations,  or  upon  such  suitable  tracts  containing 
less  than  25,000  acres  as  can  be  selected  from  the  "public  domain" 
in  the  State  of  California,  or  the  Territories  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico 
bordering  on  said  State,"  it  would  seem  to  be  prudent  that  you  should 
postpone  for  the  present  all  action  touching  the  practical  operations 
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of  the  "  plan,"  and  await  further  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress. 
Under  no  circumstances  can  the  department  sanction  the  purchase  of 
any  lands  or  claims  laid  thereto  for  tne  purposes  indicated. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  not  improper  that  I  snould  remark,  that  although 
you  cannot  too  highly  estimate  the  importance  of  {>lacing  your  "  plan" 
in  successful  operation,  or  the  responsibility  attaching  thereto,  there  is, 
notwithstanding,  abundant  reason  for  conformmg  your  action  in  all 
respects  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  your  instructions  on  the 
subject. 

Very  respecthiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  MANYPENNY, 

Commissioner^ 
Edward  F.  Beale,  Esq., 

8upU  Indian  Affairs,  San  Francisco,  California. 

P.  S-  No  letter  from  you  bearing  date  the  26th  August  last,  as  stated 
in  your  letter  of  the  80th  September,  has  been  received  at  this  office 

6.  W.  M.f  Commissioner. 

SI 


REPORT 


or 


THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PENSIONS, 


OCTOBER  10,  18S8. 


9B 
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BEPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OP  PENSIONS. 


Pension  Office,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  the  discharge  of  my  duties  in  this  bureau,  I  find  that  its 
business  is  naturally  divided  into  the  following  classes : 

I. — ^Revolutionary  pensions. 

II. — ^Halt-pay  pensions  for  five  years. 
III. — ^Invalid  pensions* 
IV. — Navy  pensions. 

V. — ^Bounty  land. 

I. — ^REVOLUTIONARY   PENSIONS. 

In  this  class  are  included  all  claims  under  the  various  acts  of  Con- 
gress giving  gratuities  on  account  of  service  rendered  in  the  war  of 
the  revolution,  and  are— 

Ist.  Applications  asserted  under  the  acts  of  March  18,  1818,  May 
15,  1828,  and  June  7,  1832,  providing  relief  for  those  persons  who 
actually  rendered  personal  service  in  the  revolutionary  army. 

2d.  Applications  asserted  under  the  acts  of  July  4,  1836,  July 
7,  1838,  March  3,  1843,  June  17,  1844,  February  2,  1843,  July  89, 
1848,  and  February  3,  1853,  making  provision  for  the  widows  of  those 
who  served  in  said  army  ;  and 

3d.  Applications  asserted  under  the  act  of  July  6,  1832,  directing 
the  claims  for  half-pav  of  the  oflScers  of  certain  of  the  regiments  and 
corps  of  the  State  oi  Virginia  to  be  adjudicated  and  settled  on  the 
principles  of  the  half-pay  cases  already  decided  in  the  supreme  court 
of  appeals  in  said  State. 

1.  The  whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  March  18, 
1818,  is  22,240.  Of  this  number,  20,485  have  been  admitted  and 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensions;  and  1,765  have  been  suspended  or 
rejected.  The  number  of  pensioners  under  this  act,  now  on  the  list,  is 
254,  of  whom  the  semi-annual  payments,  during  the  past  year,  have 
been  made  to  only  250. 

The  whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  May  15,  1828, 
is  2,173.  The  number  admitted  is  1,178,  and  the  number  suspended 
is  995.  The  number  of  pensioners  under  this  act  now  upon  the  list 
is  44 ;  of  whom  only  34  have  been  paid  during  the  past  year. 

The  whole  number  of  appUcations  under  the  act  of  June  7,  1832, 
is  38,593.  The  number  admitted  is  33,175,  and  the  number  suspend- 
ed and  rejected  is  5,418.  The  number  of  pensioners  under  this  act 
now  upon  the  list  is  1,168;  of  whom  1,900  have  been  paid  during  the 

{)ast  year.    The  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  7,  1832,  being  more 
iberai  than  the  preceding  acts,  many  persons  who  had  received  the 
benefits  of  those  acts  relinquished  the  samcy  and  became  beneficiaries 
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under  the  last  act.  As  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  number 
who  have  made  this  change,  I  cannot  state,  with  precision,  the  num- 
ber of  pensioners  under  the  acts  aforesaid. 

2.  ]By  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  4,  1836,  widows  who 
were  married  before  the  last  period  of  their  husbands'  service  are 
entitled  to  receive  the  pensions  to  which  their  husbands  might  have 
been  entitled  under  the  act  of  June  7,  1832,  during  the  time  they 
remained  unmarried.  The  whole  number  of  applications  under  this 
act  is  6,975.  The  number  admitted  is  4,556,  and  the  number  sus- 
pended and  rejected  is  2,419.  The  pensioners  under  this  act  and  the 
act  of  July  21, 1848,  have  been  paid  irom  the  same  appropriation ;  and, 
consequently,  the  number  under  each  act  cannot  now  be  definitely 
stated.    The  whole  number  now  on  the  list  under  both  acts  is  963. 

The  act  of  July  7,  1838,  extends  to  those  widows  who  were  such 
on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1832,  and  who  were  married  after  the  last 
period  of  their  husbands'  service,  and  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
1794,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1836,  the  same 

Sensions  their  husbands  would  have  been  entitled  to  under  the  act  of 
une  7,  1832.  The  whole  number  of  widows  admitted  under  this 
act,  at  various  times,  is  11,569.  None  of  this  class  are  now  upon  the 
list.  One  hundred  and  eleven  have  been  paid  during  the  first  and 
second  quarters  of  the  present  calendar  year.  The  provisions  of  the 
act  of  July  7,  1838,  were  extended  to  the  beneficiaries  of  that  act, 
for  one  year,  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1843 ;  and  the  provisions  d 
this  last  act  were  revived  and  continued  in  force  for  four  years,  fnxn 
March  4,  1844,  by  the  act  of  June  17,  1844;  and  by  the  provisions 
of  the  act  oi  February  2,  1848,  the  same  benefits  were  continued 
to  the  same  class  of  persons  while  they  remained  unmarried.  The 
persons  who  have  been  pensioned  under  these  last  acts  are  the  same 
as  those  who  were  pensioned  under  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  except 
those  widows  who  were  admitted  under  the  joint  resolution  of  August 
16,  1842,  and  those  who  became  widows  after  July  7, 1838,  and  sur- 
vived the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  March  3,  1851. 

The  act  of  July  29,  1848,  gives  to  all  widows  who  were  married 
before  the  first  day  of  January,  1800,  and  to  continue  during  widow- 
hood, the  same  pension  to  which  their  husbands  would  be  entiued  to  for 
services,  under  existing  pension  laws,  if  now  living.  The  whole  number 
of  applications  under  this  act  is  795.  The  number  admitted  is  740 ;  the 
number  suspended  is  55. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  February  3, 
1853,  all  widows  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army 
who  were  married  subsequent  to  January,  A.  D.  1800,  are  entitled  to 
a  pension  in  the  same  manner  as  those  who  were  married  before  that 
date.  Under  this  act,  1,790  applications  were  filed  before  the  1st  day 
of  October  instant.  Of  this  number,  1,540  have  been  examined,  1,115 
admitted  and  placed  upon  the  list,  and  425  suspended  or  rejected.  Ap- 
plications under  this  act  are  now  being  filed  at  the  rate  of  about  60 
per  week;  and  it  is  a  &ir  estimate  that  the  whole  number  will  ulti- 
mately be  3,000,  most  of  which  will  finally  be  admitted,  and  the  pen- 
sioners placed  upon  the  list.  The  average  annual  stipend,  in  these  cases, 
is  about  $80  each.    Upon  this  estimate,  it  will  require  about  $340|000 
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to  pay  these  penfiions  during  the  current  year.  The  appropriation  made 
for  this  purpose  is  $24,000,  and  is  already  expended,  leaving  a  defi- 
ciency of  over  $200,000  to  be  provided  for  by  Congress.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  attention  of  Congress  vill  be  given  to  this  subject  al  an  early 
day. 

The  widows  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  mariners,  and 
marines,  who  served  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  are  not  provided  for  in  this  act*  Inasmuch  as  no  good 
reason  can  be  seen  why  (hey  should  not  be  placed  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  the  attention 
of  Congress  is  especially  invited  to  this  omission* 

3.  Tne  act  of  July  5,  1832,  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  indemm- 
lying  the  State  of  Virginia  against  the  claims  of  certain  officers  to 
whom  she  had  made  promises  to  induce  them  to  continue  in  service 
during  the  revolutionary  war*  The  whole  number  of  claims  present- 
ed under  this  act  is  331.  The  number  admitted  and  paid  is  231. 
The  number  now  on  file,  most  of  which  have  been  examined  and  sus- 
pended, is  100.  It  is  now  more  than  twenty  years  since  this  act  was 
passed,  and  claims  under  it  have  been  pressed  with  no  lack  of  zeal  or 
ability.  The  preparation  of  these  cases  evinces  great  labor  and  learn- 
ing; and,  as  they  involve  large  amounts,  the  examination  of  them  re- 
quires great  deliberation  and  care.  It  was  the  opinion  of  my  prede- 
cessor, who  well  understood  the  nature  and  character  of  these  claims, 
that  but  few  of  them,  now  outstanding,  were  genuine.  From  the 
examination  I  have  been  able  to  give  them,  I  am  inclined  to  concur 
with  him  in  this  (^pinion. 

There  are  but  lew  original  claims  now  miesented  under  any  of  these 
acts,  except  the  act  of  July  29, 1848,  and  February  3, 1863.  Still,  the 
most  complicated  and  difficult  examinations  are  of  cases  under  the 
former  acts.  The  practice,  so  long  continued  in  this  office,  and  under 
such  authority  as  to  acouire  the  force  of  law,  of  permitting  not  only 
the  parties,  but  their  children,  to  call  up  their  cases  for  a  reexamina- 
tion, although  the  same  may  have  been  fairly  disposed  of  years  since, 
leads  to  some  of  the  most  difficult  and  laborious  researches.  The 
farther  we  recede  from  the  period  of  time  when  the  incidents  hap- 
pened which  are  the  subject  of  inquiry,  the  more  arduous  the  task  of 
ascertaining  the  truth,  and  the  more  liable  are  we  to  mistake  and  im- 
position. These  cases,  therefore,  require  very  particular  attention.  The 
correspondence  in  this  class  of  claims  has  been  very  heavy,  and  much 
in  arrears,  but  is  now  up  within  four  weeks  of  date;  and  the  corre- 
spondence under  the  act  of  February  3, 1853,  is  but  about  six  weeks 
in  arrears. 

U. — ^HALF-PAT  PENSIONS  FOB  FIVE  TBABS. 

Under  the  acts  of  July  4, 1836,  July  21, 1848,  February  2,  1849, 
and  February  3, 1853,  the  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  the  child  or  children 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  of  each  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the  militis^  including  rangers,  sea- 
fencibles,  and  volunteers,  who  have  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  since  the  20th  day  of  April,  1818,  or  who  have  died  of  wounds 


488  H.  Doc.  1. 

received  whilst  in  said  service  since  the^day  aforesaid;  and  the  widow, 
or,  if  no  widow,  the  child  or  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  of 
each  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  soldiers 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  were  in  service  on  the  first  day 
of  March,  1846,  or  at  any  subsequent  period  during  the  late  war  with 
Mexico;  and  the  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  the  minor  heirs  of  each  of 
the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the 
regulars,  militia,  and  volunteers  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  various  In- 
dian wars  since  1790,  whose  husband  or  father  remained  to  the  date  of 
his  death  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  who,  having  received 
an  honorable  discharge,  has  died,  while  returning  to  or  after  having  ar- 
rived at  his  usual  place  of  residence  in  the  United  States,  of  wounds 
received  or  of  disease  contracted  while  in  service  in  the  line  of  his 
duty,  is  entitled  to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased 
was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  at  the  time  of  receiving  such 
wound,  or  contracting  such  disease,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five 
years. 

By  the  terms  of  the  act  of  February  3, 1863,  the  widowsand  orphans 
who  were  granted  and  allowed  five  years'  hall-pay  by  the  provisions 
of  the  three  preceding  acts,  have  the  same  continued  to  tnem  for  a 
fiirther  period  of  five  years,  upon  the  conditions  and  limitations  in  said 
acts  expressed. 

The  whole  number  of  applications  under  these  various  acts,  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1853,  is  5,135;  the  whole  number  allowed  to  that  date 
is  3,789 ;  the  whole  number  suspended  and  rejected  is  1,346 ;  the 
number  of  applications  under  these  various  acts,  from  March  to  the 
30th  day  of  September  last,  is  1,885;  the  numb^  admitted  during 
that  time,  1,102 ;  the  number  suspended,  783.  Of  the  1,102  admis- 
sions, 909  were  renewals  of  former  pensions,  and  193  original  claims. 
Of  the  suspended  claims,  248  were  for  renewals,  and  535  were  original 
applications.  The  business  under  these  several  acts  is  nearly  up  to 
date,  and  all  correspondence  upon  this  class  of  cases  is  immediately 
answered. 

III. — ^INVALID  PENSIONS. 

Every  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or 
private,  of  the  regular  army,  volunteers,  or  militia,  who  has  been 
wounded  or  disabled  in  the  actual  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
while  in  the  Une  of  his  duty,,  may  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  rate  of  pension  prescribed  by  law.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  now  upon  the  hst  is  5,347;  the  number  paid  during 
the  first  ana  second  quarters  of  this  year  is  4,503 ;  the  annual  amount 
required  to  pay^  this  class  of  pensioners  is  $424,247  28,  without  in- 
cluding Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  from  which  States  no  returns  have 
been  received. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  benign  liberality  of  the  government 
to  this  class  of  persons  has  been  gready  abused,  and  that  numerous 
individuals,  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  are  the  recipieots  of 
a  bounty  designed  only  for  the  infirm  and  disabled.  It  has  been  an 
easy  matter  to  furnish  evidence  connecting  any  infirmity  to  which  a 
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person,  once  a  soldier,  may  become  subject,  with  the  privations  and 
nardsbips  he  endured  in  service,  and  magnifying  temporary  inconve- 
niencies  into  permanent  disabilities.  The  consequence  is,  many  persons 
have  been  placed  upon  this  list,  through  a  misapprehension  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  disability  under  which  they  were  laboring,  who  have  entirely 
recovered,  and  become  sound,  healthy  men.  Some,  it  is  believed, 
whose  names  are  found  upon  this  Ust,  have  not  the  apology  of  a  tem- 
porary illness,  but  are  enjoying  the  liberality  of  the  government  through 
•OSS  misrepresentation  and  fraud.  The  remedy  for  these  evils  is  to 
>e  found  in  the  action  of  Congress.  The  re-enactment  of  the  law  of 
March  3,  1819,  requiring  an  immediate  examination  of  each  of  the 
invalid  pensioners,  and  biennial  examination  thereafter,  by  two  sur- 
geons, approved  by  the  department,  would  be  an  efiective  remedy,  and 
IS  respectfully  recommended. 

IV. ^XAVY  PENSIONS. 

In  this  class  are  included,  first,  invalids;  second,  widows  and  or- 
phans. 

1.  Every  oflScer,  seaman,  and  marine,  including  engineers,  firemen, 
and  coal-heavers,  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  who  is  disabled  in 
the  line  of  his  duty,  is  entitled  to  a  pension  for  life,  or  during  disability, 
according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  said  disability,  not  exceeding  in 
amount  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  persons  of  the  same  grade  in  the 
naval  service  were  entitled,  as  the  pay  existed  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  completing  the  testimony 
in  the  case.  The  number  of  persons  on  this  list,  including  privateer 
pensions,  is  492.  The  amount  of  money  required  to  pay  these  annu- 
ally is  $30,489  15. 

2.  The  widows  of  persons  killed  in  battle,  or  who  have  died  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  by  reason  of  disease  contracted,  or 
of  casualties,  by  drowning  or  otherwise,  or  of  injuries  received  while  in 
the  line  of  duty,  are  entitled  to  receive  a  pension  during  widowhood, 
equal  in  amount  to  one-half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  persons  serving 
in  the  same  grade  of  their  husbands  were  entitled  to  receive,  as  the  pay 
existed  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1835,  to  commence  from  the  death 
of  such  person.  In  case  of  the  marriage  or  death  of  said  widow,  the 
orphan  child  or  children  of  such  deceased  person  is  entitled  to  receive 
the  same  amount  until  they  respectively  arrive  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  The  number  of  widows  on  this  list  is  431;  amount  of  money 
required  to  pay  them  annually,  $87,918.  The  number  of  orphans  is 
76;  amount  of  money  required  to  pay  them  annually,  $7,392. 

The  business  of  this  branch  is  up  to  date,  and  the  correspondence  is 
promptly  answered. 

V. ^BOUNTY   LAND. 

The  business  of  this  class  may  properly  be  considered  under  the  fol- 
lowing divisions : 

1.  That  which  relates  to  bounties  given  for  services  in  the  revolutionary 
wax  and  the  war  of  1812.  In  this  division,  during  the  year  past,  five  war- 
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rants  of  100  acres  eacb,  and  one  additional  of  50  acres,  haye  been  issoedoo 
account  of  revolutionary  services;  84  warrants,  of  160  acres  each,  under 
the  acts  of  December  24,  1811,  and  January  11,  1812,  and  2  war- 
rants of  320  acres  each,  under  the  act  of  December  10,  1814,  have 
been  issued  on  account  of  services  in  the  war  of  1812.  Nineteen  new 
certificates  of  right  to  locate  warrants  issued  under  the  acts  of  Decem- 
ber 24,  1811,  and  January  11,  1812,  and  one  new  certificate  to 
locate  a  warrant  issued  under  the  act  of  December  10,  1814,  of  320 
acres,  upon  which  no  patents  had  previously  issued,  have  been  granted 
One  hundred  and  six  applications  for  land  warrants  for  services  in 
the  war  of  1812  are  now  on  file,  having  been  examined  and  established. 
The  number  of  suspended  claims  in  this  division  is  about  400.  Be- 
sides these  pending  applications,  there  are  now  outstanding  1,022  land 
warrants  for  the  single  bounty  of  160  acres  each,  and  32  warrants  for 
the  double  bounty  of  320  acres  each,  issued  under  the  preceding  acts, 
but  not  located.  Before  any  of  these  warrants  can  be  made  available 
to  the  owners,  a  certificate  of  a  right  to  locate  must  be  issued  from  this 
office.  It  is  also  found  that  many  of  the  applications  under  the  act  of 
1850  can  only  be  admitted  under  some  one  of  the  preceding  acts*  No 
warrant,  or  certificate  of  right  to  locate,  has  been  issued  in  this  division 
since  the  26th  day  of  June,  1853,  the  day  when  the  law  expired  by  its 
own  limitation,  authorizing  the  issuing  of  land  warrants  for  services  in 
the  revolutionary  war  and  the  war  of  1812.  The  amount  of  suspended 
business  under  the  various  acts  above  mentioned   demonstrates  the 

Jropriety,  if  not  the  necessity,  of  extending  the  {)rov]sions  of  the  act  of 
une  26,  1848,  another  term  of  five  years,  which  is  respectfully  re- 
commended. 

The  following  statement  wiU  show  the  number  of  warrants  issued 
under  these  various  acts  to  June  26, 1853,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
bounty  promised  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812: 

Warrants  for  the  single  bounty  of  160  acres  each 37,526 

Warrants  lor  the  double  bounty  of  820  acres  each. 1,074 

Warrant  issued  by  special  act  of  legislature  for  480  acres. ...  1 

Warrants  issued  to  the  officers  and  medical  and  other  stafiT  of 

the  Canadian  volunteers,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to 

17,872  acres 35 

Warrants  for  320  acres  each  to  non-commissioned  officers  and 

privates 181 

Warrants  for  160  acres  each  to  non-commissioned  officers  and 

privates 119 

The  total  number  of  acres  issued  as  above  is  4,823,962. 

2.  That  which  relates  to  bounties  under  the  act  of  February  11, 
1847. 
The  whole  number  of  applications  under  this  act  for  the  year 

ending  September  30, 1853,  inclusive,  is 3,169 

The  number  of  applications  for  money,  in  lieu  of  land,  is 10 

Total 3,179 
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These  appUcations  have  been  disposed  of  as  follows : 

Warrants  for  160  acres  each,  issued 2,049 

Warrants  ibr  40  acres  each,  issued..... 491 

Total 2,640 

Certificates  for  1 100  money,  in  lieu  of  land 7 

Applications  suspended  and  rejected 632 

639 


Total 3,179 


The  whole  number  of  claims  presented  under  this  act  for  land, 

to  September  30,  1853,  inclusive,  is 91,622 

Applications  for  scrip  or  money,  in  lieu  of  land 4,339 

95,961 

These  claims  have  been  disposed  of  as  follows : 

Warrants  for  160  acres  each,  issued 78,729 

Warrants  for  40  acres  each,  issued 6,748 

Certificates  for  scrip  of  tlOO  each,  in  Ueu  of  land ••..  2,269 

Certificates  for  scrip  of  t25  each,  in  lieu  of  land 460 

Certificates  for  money,  tlOO  each,  in  lieu  of  land 449 

Certificates  for  money,  t25  each,  in  lieu  of  land 59 

AppUcations  suspended  and  rejected 7,247 

Total 95,961 

The  business  in  this  division  is  up  to  date. 

3.  That  which  relates  to  bounties  under  the  act  of  September  28, 
1850,  and  March  22,  1852. 

The  applications  on  hand  under  these  acts,  at  the  date  of  the  last 
annual  re[x>rt,  were  as  follows: 

Applications  under  the  act  of  1850 4,831 

Applications  under  the  act  of  1852 5,314 

Applications  on  suspended  files,  under  both  acts 55,111 

66,266 

Applications  received  and  file«l  during  the  year,  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  1868 : 

Under  the  act  of  1860 22,624 

Under  the  act  of  1862 4, 988 

27,607 

Total 92,763 
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These  cases  have  been  disposed  of  as  follows : 

Warrants  issued  on  applications  under  the  act  of  1860 31,648 

Warrants  issued  on  applications  under  the  act  of  1862 6,783 

Applications  in  hands  of  examiners,  and  at  rolls 3,619 

Applications  on  suspended  files,  under  both  acts 60,713 

92,763 


The  business  in  this  division  is  nearly  two  months  in  arrears. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  operations  under  these  acts 
to  September  30,  1863,  inclusive: 

Applications  filed  under  the  act  of  September  28,  1860 : 

For  service  in  the  warot  1819 171,872 

For  service  in  the  Florida  and  other  Indian  wars .  47,101 

For  service  as  oflHcers  in  Mexican  war 3,661 

222,624 

Applications  filed  under  the  act  of  1852 12,638 

235,162 


Upon  these  applications,  warrants  have  been  issued  as  follows: 

For  160  acres  each 26,042 

For  80  acres  each 64,325 

For  40  acres  each 100,463 

Cases  now  in  hands  of  examiners,  and  at  rolls 3,619 

Cases  on  suspended  files 60,713 

235,162 


It  will  reouire  12,866,660  acres  of  land  to  satisfy  the  warrants  al- 
ready issued  under  the  act  of  March  11,  1847,  and  12,631,240  acres  to 
satisiy  those  that  have  already  issued  under  the  acts  of  September  28, 
1850,  and  March  22,  1852;  making  an  aggregate  of  26,397,800  acres. 

In  executing  the  act  of  September  28,  1850, 1  found  a  large  number 
of  claims  filed  by  individuals  belonging  to  various  Indian  tribes  who 
still  retain  their  tribal  character,  but  who  claim  to  have  been  soldiers 
in  the  various  wars  described  in  said  act,  and  entitled  to  its  benefits. 
Some  of  these  claims  have  been  admitted,  and  warrants  have  been 
issued.  Others  have  been  suspended,  because  the  claimants  could  not 
comply  with  the  rules  established  for  all  claimants  under  this  act.  The 
chiels  of  some  of  the  tribes  from  which  claims  have  been  presented, 
have  remonstrated  against  any  action  upon  them,  because  the  authority 
of  the  agents  presenting  the  same  had  been  improperly  obtained. 

I  also  ibund  great  embarrassment  attending  the  examination  and  final 
disposition  of  these  claims,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  in  cooimu- 
nicating  with  the  claimants;  their  inability  to  state  the  facts  connected 
with  their  service  as  explicitly  as  is  desirable,  and  the  want  of  muster- 
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rolls,  known  lo  be  authentic,  to  verify  their  statements.  These  embar- 
rassments are  greatly  increased  when  the  claims  are  presented  by  the 
widow  and  minor  children  of  a  deceasled  soldier.  Evidence  of  mar- 
riage and  heirship,  and  the  proper  appointment  of  guardians,  is,  in 
most  cases,  next  to  impossible  to  be  obtained  according  to  any  well- 
established  rules;  and  the  want  of  these  regulations  may  lead  to  the 
practice  of  frauds,  and  greatly  increase  the  presentation  of  fraudulent 
claims.  When  a  warrant  issues,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  it  can  be 
located  by  the  warrantee;  indeed,  it  may  be  doubtea  whether  he  has 
the  power  to  do  so,  and  it  will  become  an  article  of  purchase  of  litde 
value  to  its  owner.  Waiving,  therefore,  all  doubts  which  I  entertain  of 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  extend  the  benefits  of  this  act  to  this  class 
of  claimants,  I  have  thought  it  advisable,  under  all  circumstances,  to 
suspend  action  upon  them  until  Congress  could  express  its  opinion  upon 
the  propriety  of  the  measure.  If  the  country  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  tnese  persons,  equal  to  that  due  our  own  citizens  who  served  in 
these  various  wars,  it  may  be  more  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  to 
discharge  such  debt  in  some  other  manner  than  the  donation  of  land, 
which  the  beneficiaries  can  never  personally  enjoy.  I  trust  the  )Eitten- 
tion  of  Congress  will  be  directed  to  this  subject. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  munificent  gratuities  government  annually 
distributes  to  its  citizens  should  be  made  a  pretext  for  obtaining  money 
from  the  treasury  through  fraud  and  failsehood ;  and  yet  it  is  found  that 
numerous  individuals,  under  guise  of  friendship  for  the  objects  of  this 
bounty,  have,  with  pretended  claims,  sustained  by  the  foulest  perjury, 
obtained  Uberal  allowances.  Some  of  these  persons  have  already  been 
detected  and  prosecuted.  Five  convictions  have  been  had  since  April 
last,  and  the  guilty  parties  are  now  expiating  their  crimes  in  the  peni- 
tentiary. Several  others  have  been  arrested,  and  the  evidence  of  their 
guilt  is  too  apparent  to  leave  any  doubt  of  their  conviction.  Others, 
whose  guilt  was  no  less  palpable  than  those  now  in  prison,  have  es- 
caped punishment,  in  consequence  of  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  guilty 
acts  were  committed.  The  act  of  Congress  limiting  prosecutions  for 
this  class  of  oflTences  bars  proceedings  in  two  years  from  the  time  ot 
committing  the  ofience.  Owing  to  the  secrecy  with  which  frauds  upon 
this  ofiice  may  be  perpetrated,  and  the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  evi- 
dence of  the  facts  speedily,  I  would  earnesdy  recommend  that  Congress 
make  such  a  change  in  this  act  as  to  allow  prosecutions  to  be  com** 
menced  within  five  years  after  the  commission  of  the  oSence* 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  this  bureau  to  make  the  estimates  and  requi- 
sitions for  money  to  pay  the  pensions  under  the  difierenf  acts,  in  favor 
of  the  several  agents  for  paying  pensions.  To  do  this  intelligently,  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  an  account  m  thit  office  with  each  agent,  wherein 
the  agent  may  be  charged  with  the  amount  he  receives,  and  credited 
with  his  disbursements.  Such  an  account,  properly  kept,  will  at  any 
time  show  the  condition  of  each  agencyi  and  prevent  an  unnecessary 
accumulation  of  money  at  any  place,  or  under  any  act.  To  enable 
us  to  carry  out  this  object,  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  further  legisla- 
tion, requiring  pension  agents  to  make  quarterly  returns  to  this  office, 
or  providing  that  their  accounts  shall  be  here  setded. 

The  compensation  of  agents  for  paying  pensions  is  a  subject  of  com- 
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plaint  The  only  allowance  that  can  be  made  by  law  is  a 
of  two  per  centum  on  moneys  disbursed  by  them,  not  to  exceed  in 
amount  $1,000  annually,  which  is  to  be  in  fiill  for  services  and  contingent 
expenses.  It  is  manifest  that  this  is  not  adequate  for  the  service  and 
responsibility  reouired  at  some  localities.  To  remedy  this  deficiency, 
there  can  be  no  aoubt  that  some  benefit  has  been  derived  fifom  the  use 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  pensions,  and  deposited 
with  these  agents.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  our  laws  to  allow  any  use  to 
be  made  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  any  public  oflScer,  and 
every  contravention  of  this  policy  should  be  discountenanced.  It  is, 
therefore,  respectfully  suggested  that  the  salaries  of  these  officers  should 
be  so  arranged  as  to  a£R>rd  them  a  fair  compensation  for  their  services, 
and  that  all  use  of  the  public  money,  for  private  purposes,  be  entirdy 
prohibited. 

The  clerical  force  in  this  bureau,  as  now  established  by  law,  con* 
sists  of  fifty  permanent  clerks.  This  number  is  not  sufficient  to  per- 
fonn  the  Labor  of  the  office  with  that  consideration  and  care  that  its 
importance  demands.  We  have,  consequently,  been  compelled  to 
employ  about  forty  other  persons  under  temporary  appointments. 
There  is  no  lack  of  business  at  present  for  the  whole  foorce  now 
engaged.  The  duties  of  many  of  tnese  clerks  are  of  a  character  to 
require  gentlemen  not  only  of  honesty  and  integrity,  but  also  of  more 
than  ordinaTy  capacity.  The  adjudication  of  intricate  claims,  oft  times 
involving  large  amounts,  and  requiring  patient  investigation,  great 
research  and  careful  examination,  should  not  be  committed  to  incom- 
petent hands,  but  to  gentlemen  in  whose  action  the  claimants,  as  well 
as  the  public,  have  confidence.  To  secure  the  services  of  such  men, 
the  government  should  pay  them  as  liberally  as  a  private  citizen  would 
pay  for  similar  services.  At  present  there  are  but  five  clerkships  of 
the  third  class  in  this  bureau.  I  would  respectfiilly  recommend  that 
the  number  be  increased  to  twenty-five,  makmg  the  number  of  perma- 
nent clerks  seventy. 

In  concluding  tnis  report  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remaik,  that 
when  I  entered  upon  my  official  duties,  in  March  last,  I  found  the  cur- 
rent business  of  the  office  six  months  in  arrears.  I  now  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  the  ave- 
rage business  o(  the  office  was  but  sbouXfaur  weeks  in  arrears,  and  that 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  will  be  up  to  date  before  the  meetii^ 
of  Congress.  This  object  has  been  effected  by  the  untiring  exertmis 
of  those  gentlemen  you  have  associated  with  me  in  these  labors,  for 
whose  fidelity  in  the  public  service  and  gentlemanly  deportment  I  am 
happy  to  bear  testimony. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALDO,  Cammmiontr. 

Hon^  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  InterieT. 


H.  Doe.  1. 


^mt 


Bynopm  fif  the  applkaiioH$  Jar  pemians  under  the  teoeral  acU  of  Cangreis^ 
fffith  the  niem&er  admtted  of  each  clau^  and  the  number  of  pemianen  now 
on  the  Utt. 


Whole  number  of  applicatiou  under  the  net  of  March  18, 1818 22,240 

Whole  number  who  lutve  been  pensioned 20,485 

Whole  number  now  on  the  roUi 254 

Whole  number  paid  in  the  ftnt  and  leeood  qoarten  of  the  present  ealendar  year.  250 

Whole  number  of  elaimi  pretented  under  the  act  of  Bfay  15, 1888 2, 173 

Whole  number  of  claims  allowed 1,178 

Whole  number  of  penrioners  now  on  the  rolls 24 

Whole  number  of  pensioners  paid  In  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present 

ealendar  year. 34 

Whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  June  7, 1832. 38, 593 

Whole  number  of  applications  allowed 33,175 

Whole  nnmber  of  pensioners  now  en  the  rolls 1|166 

Whole  number  of  pensioners  paid  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present 

calendar  year. 1,100 

Whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1832 331 

Whole  number  admitted  and  paid .\ 231 

Whole  number  of  appKeations  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1836 6, 975 

Whole  number  of  applications  allowed —  4,556 

Whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  July  21, 1848 2, 531 

Whole  number  of  appQcations  allowed 2,000 

Whole  number  now  on  the  rolls  under  both  the  above  acts —  963 

Whole  nnmber  paid  in  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  present  year 1, 330 

Whole  nnmber  of  applications  under  the  act  of  July  7, 1838 14,970 

Whole  nnmber  of  applications  allowed. ^  11,569 

Whole  nnmber  paid  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  year •••  111 

Whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  Bfarch  3, 1843 • 9, 704 

Whole  number  of  appUcadons  allowed 9,417 

Whole  number  of  pensioners  paid  in  U&e  first  and  secood  quarters  of  the  present 

year. 95 

Whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  February  2, 1848 6, 188 

Whole  nnmber  of  applications  allowed 6,168 

Whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  July  29, 1848 1,200 

Whole  number  of  applications  allowed 1,054 

Whole  number  on  the  rolls  under  both  the  above  acts 4, 105 

Whole  number  paid  fai  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  year 3, 381 

Whole  number  of  applications  under  the  act  of  February  3, 1853. 3,260 

Whole  nnmber  of  applleatlons  allowed 2,217 

Whcde  number  now  on  the  rolls. 2,217 

Whole  number  paid  hi  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  year 120 

[Of  the  applleatlons  under  this  act,  1,470  are  under  the  first  section,  and  1,790 

■nder  the  second  section ;  1,102  have  been  admitted  under  the  first  section,  and 

1,1 15  under  the  second.] 

Whole  number  of  inralid  pensioners  on  the  rolls. • 5, 347 

Whole  number  paid  hi  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  year 4, 503 

¥nM>le  number  of  navy  pensioners  on  the  roUs • 999 

Whole  number  of  pensioners  on  the  rolls • 15,097 

Whole  number  paid  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  year 10, 924 

Whole  number  added  to  the  rolls  since  the  last  report 3,492 

Whole  number  of  deaths  reported  fi>r  the  aame  period. 694 


FrntMum  Omn,  Odek»  10, 1863L 


L.  P.  WALDO, 
CiMHiinffioiief  0f  Pmnotig, 
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Pension  Office,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  annual  statements 
relative  to  the  business  of  this  office  for  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1863. 

The  statement  marked  A  shows  the  number  of  persons  now  on  the 
rolls  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  exclusive  of  navy  pen- 
sioners, under  the  various  acts  of  Congress. 

Statement  marked  B  shows  the  number  of  persons  that  have  been 
added  to  the  rolls  since  the  last  annual  report. 

The  number  of  pensioners  the  reports  of  whose  deaths  have  reached 
us  since  the  last  returns  will  be  found  in  statement  marked  C.  This 
list  is  imperfect,  as  many  no  doubt  have  died  of  whose  deaths  we 
have  not  received  any  information.  We  have  no  means  within  our 
power  of  ascertaining  when  a  pensioner  dies,  unless  his  or  her  repre- 
sentatives make  application  for  the  balance  of  pension  due  at  the  period 
of  the  death  of  such  pensioner. 

In  the  statement  marked  D  will  be  found  the  number  of  pensioners 
who  have  been  paid  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  cal- 
endar year. 

Statement  marked  E  exhibits  the  unexpended  balances  in  the  hands 
of  the  agents  for  paying  pensions  at  the  date  of  their  last  reports. 

The  paper  marked  F  contains  the  balances  of  appropriations  for 
paying  pensioners  in  the  treasury,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1863, 
the  amount  necessary  to  be  expended  in  the  last  three  quarters  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1864,  and  the  amount  that  may  be  car- 
ried to  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1866. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALDO, 
Conmimoner  of  PeMiauM. 

Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 


H.   Doc.  L 
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A. 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  pensioners  in  the  different  States  and  Ter- 
ritories. 


States. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pemisylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Ohio 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Michigan 

Florida ^ 

Iowa 

Wisconsin 

California 

Oregon  Territory .... 
District  of  Columbia.. 


•w 

• 

00 

3 

r^ 

• 

»     • 

• 

00 

§ 

ss 

85'  8 

00" 

f-« 

rN 

00  x> 

QD 

• 

s 

P 

34* 

1 

s 

9 

1 

*» 

w 

■id 

S 

O 

o 

< 

< 

^ 

4 

r" 

00 

c  S 


00 
S  00 


193 

139 

137 

159 

16 

65 

1, 0)9 

25 

454 

3 

98 

136 

28 

62 

96 

61 

80 

121 

408 

220 

533 

236 

366 

163 

53 

194 

51 

56 

75 

2 

5 

103 


36 

28 

32 

26 

1 

9 

72 

2 

5 


12 
4 
1 
1 


1 
1 


6 
19 


5 
1 


83 
50 
74 
97 
14 
69 
871 
21 
48 


12 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 


1 
1 


1 

2 


3 
1 


7 

57 

46 

21 

46 

9 

1 

1 

66 

69 

57 

27 

10 

8 


14 
1 


13 
26 
36 
56 
10 
36 
116 
13 
66 
2 
15 
18 
66 
24 
40 
19 
5 
16 
69 
59 
84 
41 
40 
20 
4 

42 
6 
2 
1 


2 
16 


5,347 


254 


44 


1,168 


963 


334 

309 

232 

410 

84 

285 

955 

93 

163 

1 

38 

224 

182 

58 

64 

18 

5 

2 

195 

164 

128 

47 

37 

19 

5 

24 


1 

2 


4,105 


e 

o 


142 
130 
102 
163 

45 
114 
343 

40 
208 


35 
76 
65 
37 
43 
19 
10 

9 
131 
97 
121 
56 
89 
30 

6 
36 
21 

6 

5 


8 


2,217 


3 
5 


801 

683 

614 

911 

170 

581 

2,785 

194 

967 

6 

d93 

623 

392 

203 

290 

126 

101 

149 

882 

614 

925 

411 

543 

241 

68 

314 

81 

65 

84 

2 

7 

164 


14, 098 


•As  persons  who  receive  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  July  7, 1938,  draw  but  one  payment, 
their  names  do  not  remain  on  the  list  after  such  payment.  I  have,  therefore,  not  returned 
them  as  now  in  the  receipt  of  pensions. 

f  The  same  remarks  relative  to  pensioners  under  the  act  of  July  7, 1838,  apply  to  tho'^e 
under  the  acts  of  March  3,  1843,  and  June  17,  1844.  The  statement  marked  D,  shows  the 
number  who  have  been  paid  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  present  calendar  vear. 

L.  P.  WALDO, 
P  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 

pB!(8ioir  OrFiOBi  October  10, 1853. 


32 


408 
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B. 

Sialement  shoiving  the  number  of  pennonen  who  hate  been  aided  to  the  roU$ 

of  the  several  States  since  the  last  annual  report. 


States 


Maine 

Kew  Hampshire  . . 

Vermont 

HassachusettB . . . . 

Bliode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvaida 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina... 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi  ...•••. 

Louisiana 

Ohio 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Michigan 

Florida 

Iowa 

Wisconsin 

California 

I)i8t.  of  Columbia. 
Oregon  Territory. . 


1 

a 


15 
11 

3 
17 

2 

4 
88 

7 
32 


7 
6 


4 

1 
8 
2 
7 

29 

17 

12 

21 

35 

19 

6 

23 

1 

9 

1 

2 

10 

5 


406 


OD 
OD 

00 


6 


9 
g 


2 
4 
1 
6 
33 
1 
8 


1 
1 
8 
2 
1 
1 


1 
7 
3 


"OD 


I 


9 
3 
1 
3 


5 
28 


16 


1 

4 

15 

4 

16 
2 


3 
22 

13 
7 
3 

12 
8 
2 
1 
2 
1 


88 


183 


1^ 

3 

■»» 


9 


4 
2 


10 
30 

8 
8 


1 
9 
14 
1 
7 
1 


6 

20 

4 

4 


146 


s 

CO 


4 
2 


9 
25 


10 
1 


1^1 


12 

6 

5 

17 

3 

25 

51 


27 


4 

28 

26 

6 

19 

18 


20 


13 

23 

4 

5 


7 
1 
1 


97 


347 


142 
130 
102 
163 

45 
114 
343 

40 
208 


35 
76 
65 
37 
43 
19 
10 

9 
131 
97 
121 
56 
89 
30 

6 
36 
21 

6 

5 


38 


2,217 


1 


201 
150 
121 
208 

51 
173 
604 

56 
300 


49 

131 

143 

55 

87 

50 

13 

19 

212 

190 

164 

108 

145 

64 

16 

67 

25 

Id 

6 

2 

54 

7 


3,492 


P«5sion  Offici,  October  10, 1853. 


L.  P.  WALDO, 
Commisnonar  of  PensUnu. 


H.  Doc.  1. 
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SlalemefU  showing  the  number  of  pensioners  whose  deaths  hate  Jkeen  reported 

since  the  last  annual  returns. 


States. 

'a 

00 

00 

^^ 

•> 

1 

• 

1 

< 

Act  Jnne  7, 1832. 

Acta  July  4,  1836,  and 
July  21, 1848. 

I* 

1 

• 

CO 

3 

•k 

•S 
M 

< 

4^ 

< 

•  ••  • 

• 

1 

Elaine..... 

4 
7 
5 
3 

10 
10 
7 
6 
10 
20 
63 

8 
3 

2 

I 

1 

8 

57 

5 

13 
19 
15 
29 
10 
27 
54 
7 
18 

40 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont  .......•..•• 

5 
3 
3 

44 

32 

Massachusetts ....... 

42 

Bhode  Island 

21 

Connecticut 

3 

14 
1 

1 

68 

New  York 

16 

3 

4 

216 

New  Jersey...... .... 

8 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware  ..••...  .... 

11 

1 
3 

7 

17 

6 

4 

57 
1 

Maryland .......  .... 

5 
11 

1 
9 
1 

8 

Virginia.......  ...... 

3 

5 

26 

North  Carolina. 

1 

South  Carolina 

1 
3 
2 

5 
1 
3 

9 

24 

Georgia.......  ...... 

1 

6 

Alabama  ............ 

5 

MississinDi .......... 

Louisiana. ........... 

Ohio 

11 

5 

17 

1 

19 

53 

Kentucky ........... 

Tennessee.......  .... 

6 
11 
3 
1 
2 

6 
...... 

1 

1 
1 

5 

1 
2 

18 

Indiana  -^«.^«*.-. 

13 

Illinois ........ ...... 

6 

Missouri. ............ 

2 

Arkansas........  .... 

2 

Michiiran ......  ..■,t--f 

1 

1 

Florida 

2 

1 

4 

Iowa .....  .......... 

Wisconsin. .......... 

1 

California ....... .... 

1 

District  of  Colnmbia . . 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Oreiron  Territory. .... 

•           1 

6 

•  •  *   « 

93 

45 

182 

104 

12 

4 

248 

694 

Pxirsioir  OrnoB,  Oeiobtr  10, 1853. 


L.  P.  WALDO, 
CfffnmtMumer  ofPauions,: 
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D. 


Statement  shewing  the  number  of  pensioners  who  have  been  paid  in  the  first 

and  second  quarters  of  the  year  1853. 


"S 

^^ 

00 

• 

9 

gd 

• 

00  00  3; 

f^  F^  00 

^ 

States. 

00 

• 

QO  CD 

2 

CO 

• 

1 

•§ 

U9 

4J 

a 

0 

4^ 

ts  July  4 
July  21 

1 

•s 

S&5 

1 

• 

5 

g 

O 

v 

^ 

o 

o 

v 

^  f^^  w 

''^ 

0 

S 

< 

< 

•  •  •  • 

1 

< 

< 

< 

-< 

4 

7 

< 

^ 

H 

Maine  ......  ...... 

169 
123 

33 

30 

80 
54 

26 
34 

1 

5 

306 
252 

"2 

619 

New  Hampshire... 

5U8 

Vermont 

135 

29 

I 

88 

26 

5 

•  •  «  • 

243 

2 

5-29 

MasHachusetts 

138 

26 

•  «  «  • 

80 

67 

2 

2 

388 

2 

705 

Shode  Island ...... 

13 

56 

1 
12 

•  •  «  • 

J5 
72 

8 
43 

76 

260 

...... 

113 

Connecticut 

9 

8 

461 

New  York 

877 

74 

20 

255 

168 

21 

23 

728 

14 

2,J80 

New  Jersey 

25 

5 

*  *  •  • 

20 

7 

2 

m  m  m  • 

84 

8 

151 

FennRylvania 

425 

5 

3 

46 

133 

10 

12 

72 

48 

754 

Delaware  .... ..... 

3 
94 

1 
34 

2 
33 

6 

Maryland 

3 

«  «  •  • 

3 

•  •  •  •  • 

1 

168 

Virginia. ----. ..... 

87 

9 

52 

35 

2 

2 

160 

2 

349 

North  Carolina  - . .  - 

28 

1 

«  •  •  • 

46 

70 

11 

10 

120 

5 

291 

South  Carolina  .... 

47 

20 

41 

5 

3 

52 

16S 

Georgia  • 

86 

3 

•  •  *  a 

36 

49 

9 

8 

43 

234 

Alabama ...... .... 

39 

18 

7 
1 

20 
5 

1 
1 

1 
1 

12 

5 

1 
1 

81 

Mississippi 

Tjoni^ianar ,-r  ^.»,»-- 

32 

75 
360 
223 

1 
58 
69 

16 
96 
59 

2 
166 
164 

1 

6 

14 

»'> 

Ohio 

8 
3 

1 

2 

4 

8 

•  •  «  * 

10 

699 

Kentucky  ......... 

5^ 

Tennessee ......... 

453 
235 
261 
142 

48 
132 

5 
3 

•  a  •  • 

1 

54 

21 
5 
5 

105 
56 
96 
17 
9 
52 

3 

3 

109 
36 
24 
15 

1 
10 

4 
2 
1 
2 
2 

736 

Indiana ...... ..... 

354 

Illinois. ..... ...... 

i 

B   •   «    • 

$^ 

Missouri....... .... 

181 

Arkansas. . .... .... 

60 

Michigan 

2 

8 

4 

•   «   •    • 

208 

Florida 

29 
43 
50 

1 

5 
5 
5 

35 

Iowa .......  ...... 

8 
10 

2 

58 

Wisconsin ....... .. 

65 

California 

Dist.  of  Columbia.. 

89 

2 

4 

42 

7 

144 

Oreiron  Territorv .. 

r 

4,503 

250 

34 

1,100 

1,330 

111 

95 

3,381 

120 

10,924 

PxifsioN  Officx,  October  10, 1853. 


L.  P.  WALDO, 
Commitnofier  of  Pemsious. 


H.  Doc.  1. 
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F. 

Statement  showing  the  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  on  hand  Jor 
paying  United  States  pensioners  on  the  30th  of  September^  1853 ;  the 
amou7it  required  to  he  emended  during  the  last  three  quarters  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1854 ;  and  the  balances  that  may  be  carried  to  the 
service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1855. 


Laws  under  which  pensiona  are  granted. 


Invalid  pensions  granted  under  Tarioua 
laws  from  1790  to  1853 

Pensioners  under  the  act  of  March  IS, 
1818 

Pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  under 
the  acts  of  July  4,  1836,  and  July  21, 
1848 

Pensions  to  widows  under  the  act  of  July 
7,  1838 

Pensions  to  widows  under  the  act  of 
March  3, 1843 

Pensions  to  widows  under  the  acts  of 
June  17,  1844,  February  2, 1848,  and 
July  29, 1848 

Pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  under  the 
act  of  February  3, 1853 

Navy  invalid 

Total 


Balance  of  ap- 
propriations 
on  hand  the 
30th  of  Sep 
tember,1853. 


$390,731  85 
54,186  90 

118, 984  77 
97,216  61 
26,918  58 

546,640  85 

93,271  21 
89, 572  95 


1,417,523  72 


Amount  requir- 
ed to  be  ex- 
pended during 
the  last  three 
quarters  of  the 
fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 
1854. 


$190, 731  85 
24,186  90 

88,984  77 
47,216  61 
26, 918  58 

246,640  85 

93,271  21 
35, 572  95 


Balances  that  may 
be  carried  to  the 
service  of  the  fis- 
cal year  ending 
June  30, 1855. 


753, 523  72 


1200,000  00 
30,000  00 

30,000  00 
50,000  00 


300,000  00 


54,000  00 


664,000  00 


PjEirsioir  Orrioz,  October  10, 1853. 


L.  P.  WALDO, 
ComnusMoiier  of  PensiomM. 


H.  Doc.  1.  605 

Pension  Office,  October  10»  1853. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  statements  showing  the  condition  of  the 
navy  pension  list  on  the  30th  September,  1853,  and  specifying  the 
names  of  pensioners,  the  rank  or  grade  of  the  party  who  served,  the 
commencement  and  monthly  rate  of  the  pension,  and  date  of  the  act 
under  which  allowed. 

I  enclose  also  a  statement  of  persons  upon  the  privateer  pension  hst 
at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1661,  for  the  payment  of  which  class 
of  pensioners,  subsequent  to  that  period,  no  provision  has  been  made 
by  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALDO,  Commissioner. 

Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  % 
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Statement  Aomng  the  names  of  persons  on  the  navy  invalid  pension  listj  (heir 
rankf  commencement^  and  monthly  rate  of  pensum^  and  date  of  act  under 
which  allowed^  to  September  30,  1853,  inclusive. 


Karnes  of  pensionen. 


Allen,  William 

Alexander,  John 

Austin,  Thomas 

Anderson,  Gabriel 

AgKers,  Frederick 

A^elin,  Bobert  W 

Anderson,  John 

Awart,  Charles 

.'^jiderson,  Lewis 

Andrews,  Nicholas 

Ashley,  Joseph 

Anderson,  Samuel  T 

Anderson,  John 

Allen.  Charles 

Bryant,  Lemael 

Ballard,  Ebenezer 

Bean,  George  W 

Briggs,  (or  Brinks)  Orson 

Blake,  James 

Batts,  Alfred 

Barstow,  Charles 

Bums,  Jeremiah 

Begley,  Joseph 

Barker,  James 

Bosworth.  Samuel 

Baker,  Henry  S 

Buchanan,  Thomas 

Blair,  Robert 

Brett,  Edmund 

Bradley,  John 

Butler,  Samuel 

Beattie,  James 

Brown,  Edward 

Bentley,  Henry 

Butteifield,  Joseph 

Baynes,  William 

Baker,  John  W 

Bines,  Bobert  M 

Boals,  John 

Bell,  Jacob. 

Brown,  Charles 

Brown,  Lewis 

Butler,  Bobert 

Butler,  Thomas 

Bulkeley,  Jonathan 

Breokell,  Richard 

Boston,  Jacob 

Bullen,  Martin 

Boyd,  John 

Baggs,  William 

Barker,  William 

Brumley,  John 

Ban  turn,  James 

Bates,  Bei\jamin 

Berry,Edward 


Rank. 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

....do 


Quarter  gunner. 

Seaman 

Quartermaster. 

Armorer 

Seaman 

....do 


Ordinary  seaman . . . . 

Chaplain 

Seaman 

Captain  of  forecastle . 
Ordinary  seaman — 

Seaman 

Landsman 

Ordinary  seaman — 
do 


do 

Seaman 

Quartermaster. . . 
Ordinary  seaman. 
Quartermaster... 

Seaman 

...do 


Marine.. 
....do... 
....do... 


Seaman 

Quarter  gunner 

Seaman 

....do 


Ordinary  seaman. . . . 

Officers'  steward 

Quarter  gunner 

Seaman 

Corporal  of  marines.. 

Landsman 

Cooper 

Marine 

Gunner's  mate 

Quarter  gunner 

Captain  of  foretop . . . 

Midshipman 

Seaman 

Corporal  of  marines.. 

Quartermaster 

Marine 

...do 


Ordinary  seaman. .  • . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman .... 
Boatswain's  mate.... 
Seaman 


Jan. 

Oct. 

Dee. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

No?. 

Sept. 

Feb. 

May 

Aug. 

Dec. 

July 

Dec. 

Feb. 

Aug. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

April 

July 

Oct. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

April 

July 

Dec. 

Oct. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

June 

Aug. 

June 

Aug. 

June 

April 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

April 

Sept. 

Jan. 

May 

April 

Aug. 

June 

Feb. 

Aug. 

Nov. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

July 

Sept. 

July 

Sept. 

July 


1, 

8, 
7, 

19, 
19. 

13, 
24, 

6, 

8, 

8, 

18, 

1, 
16, 

6, 
14. 

1, 
12, 
18, 
26, 
24, 
20, 
16, 
25, 
20, 

3, 
11, 

1, 

1. 

1. 

8, 
29, 
13, 
30, 
29, 

2, 
22, 
26, 
12, 
16, 
24, 
17. 
27, 
30, 

11. 
17, 
23, 
13. 

21, 

26, 

12. 

1, 

1, 

6. 

17, 

4, 


1839 
1846 

ia38 

1839 
1845 
1849 
1847 
1849 
1847 
1850 
1838 
1844 
1851 
1849 
1814 
1846 
1849 
1846 
1822 
1833 
1849 
1852 
1848 
1836 
1823 
1838 
1831 
1832 
1853 
1846 
1815 
1840 
1849 
1850 
1852 
1833 
1845 
1847 
1853 
1847 
1850 
1853 
1835 
1844 
1834 
1847 
1849 
1846 
1651 
1850 
1803 
1826 
1833 
1852 
1837 


Rate  per 

month. 

$5  00 

500 

750 

]  50 

3  75 

600 

4  00 

4  50 

300 

450 

250 

20  00 

450 

1  87i 

8  00 

8  00 

4  00 

5  00 

5  00 

500 

600 

6  00 

250 

8  00 

600 

4  50 

300 

600 

350 

600 

8  00 

4  75 

6  00 

500 

450 

350 

300 

3  121 

3  37i 

7  00 

350 

950 

3  75 

562i 

900 

6  00 

450 

900 

350 

350 

6  00 

600 

4  00 

950 

450 

Date  of  act  im- 
der  which  al- 
lowed. 


March  1, 1842 
April  23, 18U0 
..do 


•  *  »  « •• 


do.... 
do 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
.do. 
do. 


do 

>  vv.  ..... 

do. ..... 

do...... 

,  do...... 

,do.....« 

do 

do 


...do.. 


•  do....** 
.do 

■  QO...  ..* 

.do 

.do 

.do.....* 

•  do.....* 

>  00*....* 

>  do .....  • 

.do 

.  do...*** 
.do 

>  do*..*** 

do 

do 

■  00.  .  .  .** 
I  QO  ....*• 

■  GO..*.** 
do 

do...-** 
.do.....* 

do 

do 

I  do  ...*•* 

do 

,do..**** 
,do..-.** 
do...*** 
,do....«« 
.do..*.** 
do 

>  Q0«  .  .  *** 

.do....*« 

.  00.. .  *** 
iu0....»* 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Names  of  pensionen. 


Brown,  Henry 

Brown,  Henry -. 

Bionde,  Antonio 

Butler,  John,  (colored). 

Bevins,  John 

Brooks,  Richard 

Brown,  William 

Burford,  Robert  P 

Byrnes,  Patrick 

Borge,  Peter 

Coffin,  Ivory  H 

Caswell,  Abraham 

Chase,  Leonard 

Clements,  John 

Clinton,  William 

Collins,  Michael 

Crawford,  George 

Carlton,  Samuel  S 

Cook,  William 

Cornell,  George 

Charoplin,  John  C 

Clarke,  Thomas  R 

Caswell,  Richard  G 

Coche,  Thomas 

Carter,  James 

Cole,  John 

Cordovan,  Edward 

Conner,  Henry  N 

Conland,  William 

Corse,  James 

Crist,  Charles  B 

Clark,  Charles 

Coles,  William  O 

Clark,  William 

Clark,  Thomas  J 

Cummings,  James 

Cole,  Waiiam 

Coleman,  Henry 

Clements,  Isaac 

Carden,  Nicholas 

Cope,  William 

Collins,  John 

Cousins,  John 

Cook,  WiUiam 

Crabb,  Horatio  N 

Childs.EnosR 

Christie,  David ........ 

Caulk,  Robert  W 

Clar,  John 

Cochran,  James 

Clarke,  James 

Clark,  Richard 

Duffy,  James 

Darling,  Benjamin  F... 

Dodge,  Still  man 

Donegan,  Timothy 

Dodge,  Edwin  J 

Dyer,  James 


Rank. 


Marme 

Coal-heaver 

Leader  of  the  band.. 

Seaman 

Quarter  gunner 

Armorer 

Ord.  serg't  of  marines 
First-class  fireman . . . 

Marine 

Captain's  steward. . . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman . . . . 
do 


Seaman 

Landsman 

Seaman 

Boatswain's  mate . . . . 

Marine 

Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate . . . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Landsman 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman . . . . 

Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate .... 

Marine 

Seaman 

Marine 

Landsman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Landsman 

Carpenter's  mate .... 
Ordinary  seaman . . . . 

Gunner's  mate 

do 


Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.. 

Seaman , 

....do 

...do 


Cabin  cook 

First  lieutenant 

Midshipman 

Marine 

First-class  fireman... 
Prot  of  mathematics. 

Marine 

Ordinary  seaman . . . . 

Seaman 

....do 


First-class  apprentice 
Ordinary  seaman. . . . 

do 

Seaman 

....do 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Rate  per 
month. 


July 

April 

April 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Aug. 

June 

Nov. 

May 

May 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

April 

Oct. 

Dec. 

June 

Dec. 

May 

April 

July 

Sept. 


July 

Feb. 

May 

Sept. 

Feb. 

Sept. 

Aug. 

May 

Feb. 

April 

May 

July 

Sept. 

Sept. 

June 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Aug. 

June 

Jan. 

April 

Jan. 

May 

July 

July 

Sept. 

July 

Deo. 

Oct. 

May 

April 

May 

Feb. 


23. 

1849 

15, 

1851 

6. 

1847 

11, 

1841 

24, 

1837 

3. 

1850 

10, 

1851 

24, 

1852 

6. 

1843 

19, 

1834 

31, 

1851 

30, 

1838 

1, 

1828 

18, 

1813 

27, 

1846 

22, 

1834 

15, 

1848 

17, 

1851 

13, 

1848 

1, 

1826 

21. 

1831 

28, 

1842 

6. 

1849 

9, 

1850 

do. 

1, 

1829 

28, 

1836 

19. 

1851 

28, 

1847 

6. 

1849 

9, 

1852 

20. 

1850 

11. 

1853 

17. 

1851 

27, 

1839 

16, 

1844 

25, 

1850 

20, 

1850 

9, 

1850 

21, 

1852 

26, 

1851 

28, 

1839 

17, 

1862 

30, 

1836 

1. 

1831 

2, 

1825 

1. 

1841 

19, 

1853 

31, 

1845 

15, 

1848 

7, 

1849 

17, 

1853 

1. 

1842 

22, 

1844 

1, 

1631 

27, 

1837 

18, 

1846 

11, 

1«>3 

$1  75 
6  00 
4  50 

6  00 

7  50 
4  50 
6  00 

4  50 

2  62i 
6  00 

3  00 
250 

5  00 

6  00 

4  00 
4  50 
9  50 
4  00 
6  00 

8  00 
6  00 


4 
4 

5 
3 
5 
3 
4 
1 


50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
75 
75 
6  00 
2  62i 
1  33i 

1  661 
200 

2  37i 
2  50 
950 


4 
4 
5 
3 
3 
3 
4 
7 


75 

50 

00 

00 

00 

00 

50 

50 

9  50 

4  00 

6  00 

20  00 

1  75 
3  75 
6  00 
250 

2  00 
333i 
250 
300 
1  50 


Date  of  act  un- 
der which  al* 
lowed. 


April  23, 1800 
Aug.  II,  1848 
April  23, 1800 

do 

Aug.  11,1848 
April  23, 1800 

do 

April  23, 1851 
April  23, 1800 

••*••-  do • - - 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do.». 

do... 

do... 

......  Q  V  ... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

•  ••*••  U V  •  •  • 
«««*•«  U  V  •  • • 

•  *••••  uu  « • « 

do... 

......do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

*•••«•  uO  •  «  • 

do... 

......  uO  •  .  . 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

Ang.  11,  1848 
April  23,  1800 

do 

do, 

do 

Feb.  13,1845 
April  23, 1800 

do 

do 

do 


•  . . • . a  UO • . < 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Karnes  of  penrioneri. 


Burnell,  Joneph 

Dunbar,  William 

Dickfion,  William 

Dallas,  James 

Draper,  William  8 ..... . 

DoDovan,  James 

Davis,  John 

Dillon,  George  D 

Deddolph,  Owen 

Davis,  Thomas 

Davis,  Joel 

Douglas,  Archibald 

Dennis,  Thomas 

Delboeuf,  Lewis,  (alias 

Delbriff,  Lucius) 

Dnrvan,  William 

Denvers,  Daniel « . . 

Downing,  William 

Durily,  Nathaniel 

Dunbar,  Luther  W 

Davis,  Jesse  D 

Evans,  Ebenezer 

Elliott,  Elisha  C 

Edgar,  Henry 

Edwards,  George 

Ellis,  Edward 

Egan,  James 

Eokhoff,  Henry 

Elliott,  Francis 

Evans,  George,  (colored) . 

Evans,  William. 

Frazier,  James 

Farrow,  Joel 

Fuller,  Franklin 

Freeto,  John 

Falvi^,  John 

Fields,  George 

Farragut,  James 

Fenno,  John..... 

Fowler,  Ezekiel 

Finn,  Augustus 

Felson,    Henry    Alex., 

(colored  j 

Francis,  Lewis 

Falluliir,  John 

Fitzgerald,  George . . .  w . . 

French,  Moses 

Fox,  James 

Fogg,  Martin  B 

Francis,  Edward 

Frye,  Henry 

Frennd ,  Augustus 

Fleming,  Andrew  W 

Flick,  William 

Fogif,  Warren 

Fatio.  L.C.  F 

Frame,  James 

Franklin,  Benjamin 


Bank. 


Quartermaster 

Seaman 

....do 

....do 

Fireman , 

Seaman 

Fireman 

Corporal  of  marines. 
Gunner. ............ 

Ship's  cook , 

Boatswain's  mate . . . . 

Marine 

Seaman 


....do 

Boatswain's  mate. 

Marine 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 


do. 


.-..do 

....do 

Boatswain's  mate . 

Boy 

Fireman 

Quarter  gcumer... 

Marine 

....do 


Ordinary  seaman. 
Officers'  cook.... 

Seaman 

Quartermaster... 

Music  boy 

Boy , 

Seaman 

Gunner's  mate... 
Ordinary  seaman . 

Seaman 

Quartermaster.... 
Landsman 


Officers'  steward 

Ordinary  seaman .... 

Landsman 

Seaman 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman .... 

Marine 

Officers' cook 

Purser 

Second-class  musician 

Seaman 

Captain  of  the  hold. 

Marine , 

Midshipman , 

Sergeant  of  marines 
Seaman 


Commencement!  Rate  per 
of  pension.         month. 


May 

May 

April 

June 

June 

Nov. 

Aug. 

Oct. 

Feb. 

July 

Nov. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

July 

Oct. 

June 

Sept. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Mar. 

Dec. 

Sept. 

May 

June 

July 

July 

Not. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

April 

June 

Jan. 

Nov. 

Aug. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

Jan. 

May 

Oct. 

July 

Aug. 

Oct. 

April 

May 

June 

Oct. 

Jan. 

Aug. 

April 

May 

Aug. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Jan. 


10 
31 

a 

10 

6 

23 

24 

10 

1 

18 

11 

21 

1 

14 

10 

22 

27 

8 

16 

2 

2 

23 

19. 

21 

23 

23 

22 

11 

18 

10 

16 

6 

5 

1 

29 

28 

8 

22 

29 

31 

15 
14 

1 

11 
19 

6 

6 
15 

1 

9 
30 
10 

2 
25 
19 

1 


1845 

1840 
1847 
1848 
1853 
1847 
1850 
1851 
1827 
1850 
1851 
1846 
1849 

1849 
1852 
1835 
1850 
1851 
1853 
1843 
1813 
1848 
1843 
1837 
1848 
1853 
1850 
1852 
1848 
1847 
1844 
1839 
1850 
1852 
1842 
1841 
1846 
1850 
1847 
1845 

1850 
1846 
1827 
1838 
1834 
1850 
1848 
1846 
1838 
1853 
1H51 
1845 
ia52 
1825 
1852 
1840 


13  00 
4  50 
3  00 
6  00 
3  00 

6  00 
3  00 

7  00 
10  00 

720 

9  50 

350 

30  00 

200 
950 
300 
300 

2  50 
6  00 
600 

6  00 
600 
950 
1  75 
600 

3  75 

1  65 
350 

2  50 

7  50 
6  00 


4 
2 

3 
4 
3 


Date  of  act  un> 
der  which  al 
lowed. 


50 
00 
75 
00 
75 
75 
600 
8  00 
4  00 

900 

3  75 

4  00 
200 
600  , 

1  68fl 
7  00 
7  50 

80  00 

2  50 
4  50 

3  75  I 

1  75 

2  37i 
6  50 
600 


April  23»  \&^ 

do 

do 

do 

Aug.  U^l^AS 
April  23,  Ir^iii 
Aug.  U.}*^ 
April  23>  l^AJ 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Mar.    29,1450 

April  23,  ISW 

do 

......do...... 

do 

......  OOm  ..... 

do 

......  oo. ..... 

do 

......  dv*  ..... 

......  QO»  .  . . •  . 

......  CIO.  .  .  .  •  • 

Aug.  11,1^4" 
April  23,  1^  »i 

do 

do 

......  QO.  ..... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do...- 

do 

.••.•••  do. . . . . 

do.... 

......  do 

......  Qlt .  .  .  .  < 

......  QO. .  .  •■ 


J 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Names  of  peadonen. 


Goodwin,  Amaziah 

Goodwin,  Joseph  II 

Gebhart,  William 

Geyer,  John 

Gondolfo,  Joseph 

Gnish,  Thomas 

Grerome,  Anthony 

Grant,  John 

Grogan,  David 

Green,  James 

Givens,  Kdward 

Graham,  Miles 

Glazier,  Lewis  A 

Gatel  y,  Patrick 

Gallngher,  William 

Garvin,  Michael 

Graves,  Samuel 

Guyger,  Charles 

Gale,  Henry 

Gibbon,  James  F 

Gibson,  John 

Ginnon,  William 

Good  All,  Chester 

Gardner,  Daniel 

Golding,  John  A 

Grant,  John 

Garragan,  Michael 

Hanscom,  Uriah 

Ilolbrook ,  Samuel  F 

Holm,  Henry  F.,  alias 

Charles 

Hampson,  William 

Hayes,  Charles 

Holmes,  Joseph 

Hendricks,  Garrett 

Huntley,  Thomas 

Higgins,  Martin 

Henry,  John 

Haas,  Charles  B 

Hillen,  Edward 

Hamilton,  John  (1st).... 

Hayes,  Michael 

Homer,  Charles 

Hamilton,  John 

Huies,  Thomas 

Hudson,  John 

Hall,  Philip 

Hannah,  Lawrence 

Harding.  Isaac 

Hall,  John 

Humphries,  Joseph 

Hall,  Kiusey 

Hillman.  Simeon 

Harris,  £.  L. .......... 

Harris,  George 

Hooper,  John  A 

Higden,  John  C 

Holton,  Francis  M 


Bank. 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Seaman 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 


Ward-room  steward. 

Seaman 

...do 


..-.do 

Marine  ... 
Seaman . . . 
Landsman. 
Seaman... 
Landsman. 
Marine  ... 

....do 

....do 


Pilot 

First-class  boy 

Quarter  gunner 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman... 
do 


Sergeant  of  marines. 
Captain  of  the  top . . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Carpenter 

Ordinary  seaman 

Marine 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Seaman 

....do 


Coalheaver...^^. 
Ordinary  seaman. 
do 


do. 

Seaman . . . 
Marine  ... 
Coxswain  . 
Landsman 
Seaman . . . 
....do 


Landsman 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Second-class  fireman. 
Ordinary  seaman.... 
do 


Marine 

Seaman 

Marine   

Second-class  fireman. 


Jan. 

Nov. 

Oct. 

April 

May 

July 

Jan. 

June 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Dec. 

July 

Mar. 

Sept. 

May 

Oct. 

Jan. 

July 

Sept. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Nov. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

July 

Oct. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Dec. 

July 

Oct. 

Aug. 

May 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Dec. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

April 

Aug. 

May 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Jan. 

July 

Mar. 

Mar. 

June 

Dec. 

Jan. 


],  184(1 

13,  1843 

14,  1844 
6,  181.5 
6,  1850 

23,1853 

1,  1832 

29,  1815 

15,  1851 

31,  mvr 

14,  1842 
3,  1845 

15,  1848 
12,  1851 

27,  1852 

23,  1852 
26.  1853 

26,  1853 

24,  1847 
20,1851 
31,  lH.->3 
15,1850 

12,  1834 

25,  1846 

6.  1845 
5,  1844 

17,  1852 

16,  1799 

30,  1820 

16,  1845 
29,  1842 

17,  1843 

2,  1852 
9,  1834 

31,  1837 
14,  1842 

3,  1845 

14,  1846 

7,  1847  ; 
1,  1827  , 

1,  iaV2  i 

2,  1849 

13,  1A')0 
1,  1849 

20,  1849 
10,  1851 

15,  1850 
9,  18:J4 

28,  1844 
13,  1849 
23,  1851 

3,  1815 

27,  18;i5 
11.1846 
24,1851 
22,1851 

1,1848 


Rate  per 
month. 


$6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
4  50 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  50 
6  00 
2  25 


4 
2 

5 


50 
00 
25 
871 
3  50 
20  00 


3 
1 


00 

874 


8  00 


3 
6 
3 
5 


00 
00 
00 
00 
6  00 

5  624 

6  00 
6  00 
5  00 


2 
2 
4 
5 


50 
624 
50 
00 


6  00 


00 
50 
50 
00 
75 
6  00 
2  624 
6  75 


3 
2 
2 
5 
3 


Date  of  act  un- 
der which  al- 
lowed. 


April  23,  1800 

.do... 

. do . . . 

.do... 

-do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 

.do... 

.do... 
..do... 

. do . . . 

.do... 

-do... 

.do... 

-do... 

-do... 

.  do . . . 

.do... 
.do... 
-do... 
-do... 
. . do . . . 
-do--- 


1 
3 
3 
4 

5 
5 


33^ 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


6  00 


5 
5 
4 
3 
6 
1 
4 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
75 
50 


8  00 


..do... 
..do... 
..do... 

..do 

..do 

. . do . . . 
Aug.  11,1848 
April  23,  1800 
...do.. 

.do.. 

.do.. 

..do.. 

...do.. 

..do.. 

.do.. 
...do.. 

.do.. 
..do.. 
...do.. 

.do.. 

Aug.    11,1848 

April  23, 160P 

»•«««*  Clt#  •  m  m  m  m  m 
>•••••  Cllf  •«•*•• 

do. 

do 

Aug.    11,1848 
do 
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STATEMENT— Coniinued. 


Names  of  pensioners. 


Hart,  Charles  H 

Haughey,  Thomas  J 

Jones,  Gilbert 

Jones,  Philander  A.  J.  P. 

Johnson,  John 

Jackson,  Ichabod 

Johnson,  John 

Johnson,  Michael 

Jefferson,  Walker 

Jones,  James 

Jones,  James 

Johnson,  John 

Johnson,  John 

Johnson,  Edward 

Johnson,  William 

Jones,  Thomas  Ap  C 

Jackman,  Warren 

Jones,  William 

Joseph,  Peter 

Jones,  Lewis. 

Johnson,  John 

Kelly,  James 

Kean,  Thomas 

Ketchum,  George 1 . 

Key,  Andrew 

Kleiss,  Daniel 

Keever,  James 


Keams,  William 

Keating,  John  £ 

Kerwig,  John . 

Learned,  Lucas,  alias  Jo- 
seph Austin 

Low,  James 

Langley,  Isaac 

Lloyd,  John 

Locusson,  Thomas 

Lawrence,  John 

Langstaff,  Peter  H 

Lewis,  Peter 

Lloyd,  John 

Lewis,  John 

Lewis,  James ■ 

Lord,  Nathaniel 

Loscomb,  John 

Lawson,  Levin 

Lent,  Peter 

Lee,  Thomas 

Lloyd,  James 

Lndlow,  William 

Hurray,  Culton 

Mead,  Samuel 

Mayo,  William 

Miley,  Enoch  M 

McCann,  James 

Murphy,  Patrick 

Mayo,  Elisha 

Morgan,  Alfred 


Rank. 


Seaman • 

Ordinary  seaman.. 

do , 

Lieutenant 

Seaman 


do 


....do 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

....do 

....do 


Boatswain's  mate . . . . 

Seaman 

Ship's  cook 

Lieutenant  com'ding. 

Landsman 

Boy 

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Quarter  gunner 

Sergeant  of  marines . 

Seaman 

....do 


Boatswain's  mate . . . . 
Ordinary  seaman . . . . 
Marine 


Seaman 
Boy  ... 
Marine  . 


Seaman 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman  — 

Marine 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Quarter  gunner 

First-class  boy 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Seaman 

Boatswain's  yeoman. 
Hospital  steward.... 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Seaman 

....do 

Captain  of  the  guard . 

Marine 

Quarter  guuner 

Boatswain's  mate . . . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Quarter  gunner 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

do 

Coalheaver 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Aug. 

July 

July 

Dec. 

July 

Jan. 

May 

Sept. 

Nov. 

Oct. 

April 

Mar. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Nov. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Feb. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

July 

Nov. 

Mar. 


7 

a 

23, 
28 
29 
35 

9 
21 

4 

16, 
20 
21 
14 

3, 
12 
15 

3, 
24 

5 
27 
13 

9 
13 
22 

9 

1 

2 


Nov.  14 
Jan.  10 
June  10 


July 

Jan. 

July 

June 

Sept. 

Mar. 

Feb. 

July 

April 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

May 

Jan. 

April 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Oct. 

Feb. 

April 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Ang. 

April 


24 
1 
1 
8 
4 

15 

28 

30 

29 

1 

2 

26 

15 

23, 

31 

30 

6 

24 

1 

19 

25, 
1 

31 

1 

29 

28 


1852 
1853 
1844 
18i8 
1814 
1837 
1845 
1843 
1847 
1846 
1844 
1845 
1850 
1846 
1851 
1831 
1850 
1814 
1849 
1835 
1849 
1834 
1847 
1850 
1839 
1831 
1848 

1850 
1853 
1853 

1849 
1846 
1831 
1819 
1846 
1851 
1851 
1837 
1852 
1832 
1845 
1846 
183S 
1847 
1849 
1847 
1851 
1847 
1831 
1837 
1846 
1823 
1847 
1846 
1849 
1851 


Rate  per 
mondi. 


$3  00 
5  00 

5  00 
2o  00 

8  00 
4  50 
600 

6  00 

3  50 
6  00 
600 
600 

4  75 
4  50 
4  50 

25  00 

3  00 

2  25 
6  00 
8  00 
5^ 

4  50 

3  00 
300 

19  00 

5  00 
8  00 

6  00 
1  50 

3  50 

4  50 

6  00 


Date  of  act  un- 
der which  al- 
lowed. 


5 
3 
3 
7 
1 
5 


00 
00 
75 
50 
50 
00 
6  00 
9  00 
9  00 
6  75 
2  50 
6  00 
50 
50 
50 
50 
9  00 
300 
500 
800 
600 
5  00 
5  00 
300 


4 

7 
3 
7 


April  23, 1800 

do 

do 

do 

......  UO  a  ....  . 

do 

do 

do 

......  oo ...... 

do 

......  ilO ...... 

......  QO.  ..... 

......  uO  ...... 

......  no ...... 

......  UO.  ..... 

do 

do 

......  no ...... 

do 

......  oo ...... 

......  no ...... 

......  QO  ...... 

......  QO.  ..... 

Special  act. 

April  23, 1800 

Jt.  res'n,  Aag. 
10, 1848. 

April  23, 1800 
,.••..  do  ...*•" 
do 

do 

......  uO  ....** 

do 

......do 

......  do  ...••• 

......  uO  .....  • 

......  do  .-.-•• 

......  do  ...*■• 

do 

......  do  ...... 

......  do  •..>•* 

......  do  ...-•  • 

......  do....  •• 

...... do.. ..-• 

......do 

......  do.  ..-•• 

..... .do...*** 

...... do. .--"• 

...... do. ..--• 

......do 

......do 

do 

......do 

......do 

......do..*--- 

Aug.   11,1^ 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Names  of  penttonen. 


Mungen,  or  Murga,  John. 

Millet,  Joseph 

Murdoch,  Thomas 

Moore,  John  (2d) 

Morgan,  James 

Marks,  Joseph 

Moses,  James 

Mitzer,  John 

Malprino,  John 

Murray,  John 

Mear,  alias  Myers,  Chas. 

Magin,  Daniel 

Myers,  John 

Miller,  George 

McMackin,  Bernard  .... 

Mason,  Charles 

Myers,  John 

McGill,  Matthew 

McLaughlin,  John 

McMullen,  John 

Moody,  William 

Molden,  Samuel 

Mawkiney,  Adam 

Marks,  Charles  S 

Morgan,  William 

McGinnis,  Thomas 

McCrae,  Thomas 

Marks,  Jacob 

McDonald,  James  A 

Marks,  Andrew 

Myers,  Augustus  ....... 

Mercier,  Henry  J 

McCargon,  John 

McMahon,  John 

McKenzie,  John 

McDonald,  John  A 

Moffatt,  Archibald 

Mitchel,  James 

McKee?er,  Daniel 

McPherson,  William 

Norris,  James 

Nelson,  John 

Newton,  William 

Odiome,  Samuel 

Obear,  Wm.,  or  W.  R. .. 

O'Malley,  Patrick 

Oatman,  John 

Orr,  James 


O'Leary,  John 

Parsons,  Thomas  B 

Pierce,  Geo.  Washington, 

Parker,  Bichard 

Perry,  Payne 

Parsons,  Usher 

Potter,  Luke 

Price,  Nelson 

Pearoe,  Qeoige 


Bank. 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Marine 

Boatswain's  mate  ... 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Quartermaster 

Seaman ...... ...... 

Purser's  steward .... 

Seaman 

Landsman 

First-class  boy 

Landsman 

First-class  boy 

Captain  of  the  hold. . 

Boy 

Coalheaver 

Seaman 

Marine 

Seaman 

Quarter  gunner 

Ordinary  seaman .... 

Seaman 

Captain  of  forcastle . . 

Marine 

Coalheaver 

Captain's  steward . .. 

Seaman 

....do 


Marine 

Corporal  of  marines. 
Sergeant  of  marines  . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

....do 


Ordinary  seaman.... 

Seaman 

...do 


...do 

Assistant  surgeon . . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman... 

Seaman 

Master-at-arms .  ... 
Ordinary  seaman... 

Landsman 

Sergeant  of  marines 


Marine , 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman... 

Seaman 

....do 


Surgeon 

Captain  of  the  hold. 
Ordinary  seaman... 
Seaman  ••••••  •■••• 


April 

July 

Feb. 

Oct. 

May 

May 

April 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Aug. 

Dec. 

Oct. 

May 

Nov. 

May 

Feb. 

Oct. 

April 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Mar. 

Nov. 

Oct. 

June 

Oct. 

April 

Feb. 

June 

Dec. 

Aug. 

Oct. 

May 

Feb. 

July 

Oct. 

Mar. 

Jan. 

June 

Dec. 

Jan. 

July 

July 

July 

July 

Aug. 

Oct. 

April 

Feb. 

Mar. 
May 
May 

July 

Mar. 

July 

Sept. 

Biay 

Jan. 


9 
20 
17 
10 

9 

1 
23 
26 

1 
16 
11 

1 

a 

10 
17 
18 
3, 
24 

3 

8 
16 
10 

23 
14 

20 

10 

19 

30 

31 

20 

14 

20 

9 

9 

4 

19 

1 

J2 

10 

i 

1 

8 

27 

1 

6 

10 

3 

7 

17 
30 
10 
31 
1 
29 
14 
31 

a 


1853 
1843 
1837 
1846 
1847 
1827 
1816 
1839 
1839 
1845 
1844 
1852 
1849 
1851 
1853 
1853 
1853 
1815 
1842 
1845 
1849 
1848 
1851 
1852 
1852 
1849 
1350 
1810 
1814 
1846 
1844 
1837 
1847 
1836 
1844 
1845 
1832 
1841 
1844 
1843 
1848 
1845 
1846 
1829 
1847 
1852 
1844 
1848 

1853 
1835 
1853 
1842 
1846 
1636 
1850 
1850 
1847 


Rate  per 
monUi. 


$3  50 

4  75 

6  (M) 

5  00 
9  00 

6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
3  00 

87i 
2  00 
2  66i 

7  60 
2  00 


3 
4 
3 


00 
50 
50 


8  00 


7 
5 
3 

7 


50 
00 
00 
50 


2  62i 
1  50 
9  00 


3 
3 


00 

00 

43} 

4  50 

6  50 

3  00 

25 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


1 

4 

5 
3 
6 
5 
3 
3 


8  00 
20  00 
4  80 
2  50 
6  00 
6  75 

2  50 

4  00 

8  00 

350 

9  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 

12  50 

3  75 
3  75 
600 


Date  of  act  un- 
der which  al- 
lowed. 


April  23, 1800 
do... 

•  M  * • • UV • • • 

.....do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

.....do... 

•  •  •  *  ■  U V  •  •  • 

•  •  fli  •  ■  U  V  •  •  « 

.....do... 

..... QO ... 

do... 

• « • • ■ UO • • V 

Aug.    11,1848 
April  23, 1800 

...  do ... 

. . . do , . . 

...do... 

...do... 

...do... 

. . . do . . . 

...  do... 

Aug.    11,1848 

April  23, 1800 

do... 

do... 

«•*«*■  Uv  •  •  • 

•  ••••«  Uw • • • 

•  ••*••  CIO  • «  * 

do... 

•  •*«••  Civ  •  •  V 

do... 

do... 

««••••  Civ  •  •  • 

«••••• do . • * 

do... 

•  ••«*•  CIO  •  •  • 
«••*•*  CIO  ■  •  « 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

■  «•*«■  uO  •  •  • 

do... 

do... 

Jt.  res'n,  Aug, 

10, 1848. 
April  23, 1800 
Aug.   29, 1842 
April  23,1800 

do.... 

• a ... . QO .... 

..••••  do. ... 

.  .  a  a  .  •  U  V  .  .  .  ■ 

a  .  .  •  .  .  UO  .  •  .  • 

•  •  a  •  •  •  flO.  a  •  • 
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STATEMENT— Continued, 


Namea  of  peiuionert. 


Huik. 


Perry,  Jamet  H. 

Price,  8ime<m 

Purdy,  John 

Price,  John 

Perry,  James 

Pierson,  Peter 

Powell,  Henry 

Powers,  Joseph. 

Polley,  James  H 

Peck,  Joseph 

Perry,  William 

Plnckney,  Henry 

Presher,  John  R 

QuiU,  David 

Qiiinn,  Edward 

Quino,  William 

Quinnell,  Henry 

Robinson,  John 

Richards,  John 

Runillett,  Edward 

Robinson,  Charles  H — 
Rog<*rs,  James. ........ 

Rhodes,  Rosnante 

Reddington,  John 

Rownin,  (or  Rowan)  John 
Roraaine,  Michael . .  .'^ .  • 

Rugff,  Charles 

Rend,  Richard 

Rogers,  Edgar. 

Ross,  John  W 

RestMD,  John 

Ripley,  Edwin  M 

Rankin,  James 

Richmond,  John 

Romeo,  John 

Reynolds,  Patrick ...... 

Roberts,  John 

Roath,  Stephen  B 

Randolph,  Burwell  S — 

Rubinsoo,  John 

Roach,  John 

Richardson,  Robert 

Read,  Jasper 

Ro88(>m,  William 

Randall,  John 

Revel,  John .- 

Stover,  Caleb 

Smith,  Frederick 

Stiles,  James  H 

Smith,  Charles, 

Smith,  Julius 

Stanley,  Tufton  K 

Summers,  James  M.... 
Summcrfield,  George... 

Shaw,  John 

Smith,  WUliam 

Stockwell,  James 

Schroeder,  John 


First-lass  boy 

Landsman 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Seaman 

Ship's  corporal 

Seaman 

....do 

Fifer,  marines. 

Boatswain's  mate . . . . 
Ordinary  seaman.... 

Seaman 

Landsman 

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman... 

Seaman 

....do 


...do 

Marine 

Seaman 

Sailmaster 

Seaman 

Armorer 

Seaman 

...do 

Marine 

Boatswain's  mate . . 

Seaman 

....do 


Quartermaster 

Boatswain's  mate . . . . 

Seaman 

Marine 

Ordinary  seaman.... 

Marine 

Seaman 

Gunner's  mate 

Midshipman 

Seaman 

Ord.  sergt.  marines.. 

Gimner's  mate 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Marine 

Ordinary  seaman .... 

Seaman 

Captain  of  forecastle. 

First-class  boy 

Seaman 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman . . . . 

do 

Marine 

Seaman 

...do 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Nov. 

May 

Dec. 

May 

Sept. 

Mar. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Oct. 

Jan. 

April 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Feb. 

Jan. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Jan. 

April 

July 

May 

July 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Oct. 

Jan. 

July 

Dec. 

Aug. 

June 

June 

Nov. 

June 

July 

April 

July 

April 

Aug. 

Feb. 

July 

May 

Dec. 

June 

Sept. 

Jan. 

Aug. 

July 

June 

Oct 

April 

May 

Feb. 

June 

July 

Oct, 

Oct. 

Feb. 

June 


20,1849 

8,  1844 
13, 1850 

11,  1835 
1,1827 

30,1836 
10, 1840 
11,1853 

13,  1852 
3,1851 

9,  182.J 
3, 1847 

20,  J  852 
20,  182!) 
1,1846 
2t),  1852 
26,  1845 
30,  1849 

12,  1848 
29,  1845 

4.  1844 

27. 1815 

5,  1815 
30, 1843 
16,  18:n 
20,  1845 

3,1845 
18,1850 
9,1853 
6,1846 
30,1851 
7,  1850 
8,1839 

31. 1816 
1, 1828 
5,1850 

21, 1836 
22.  1842 
20,  1820 
3,  1848 
14,1850 

14,  1850 

22. 1847 
6, 1847 
1,1850 

20,1833 

6,1848 

14, 1842 

19,1848 

3,1849 

16,  1851 

18, 1852 

2,  1852 

21,1853 

30,1852 

12. 1848 
28,  1829 
20, 1819 


Rate  per 
month. 


I 


Date  of  act  un 
der  which  al- 
lowed. 


14 

1 


I 


April 


6 
9 
6 
3 
3 
6 
5 
6  00 


00 

334' 

62d, 

00 

00    ...... 

Uv    ...... 

00 

33i 

33i 

00  I 


4 
6 
5 
3 
3 
2 
6 
3 
2 
6 


00 

00 

00 

00 

75 

00 

00 

00 

62^ 

00 


15  00 
6  00 
4  50 
6  00 


3 
3 
4 
I 
6 
4 
9 
4 
1 
5 
3 
3 
4 
6 
4 
2 
4 
6 
1 
6 
2 
6 
7 
1 
3 
6 
1 
3 
3 
6 
3 
4 


00 

50 

75 

87i 

00 

00 

50 

50 

75 

00 

50 

00 

75 

00 

50 

00 

75 

00 

25 

00 

50 

00 

00 

50 

00 

00 

50 

00 

75 

00 

50 

50 


23,  IHK) 

do 

do 

do 

do 

dii..... 

do 

do 

do...... 

do 

do 

do.. 

do 

do 

do...... 

do...... 

do 

do...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do.. — . 
do...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Mar. 
April 


6  00 


3.  l-:n' 
23,  l-N'O 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do..«... 
do...... 

do 

do 

do...*.* 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


NanMM  of  pensioners. 


Sage,  Otis 

Bpooner  Samuel 

Smith,  Russell 

Stevens,  Samuel 

Spicer,  Walter 

Stone,  Jonas  A 

Smith,  William 

Sheeter,  Charles 

Soott,  Billenger 

Slade,  George 

Southard,  Richard 

Sharp,   Reuben,     [alias 

Robt.  Gray) 

Smith,  John  B 

Strain,  John 

Smith,  John 

Smith,  Thomas 

Stockdale,  William 

Snllivan,  John 

Smith,  Thomas 

Swan,  Isaac 

Smith,  Thomas 

Selmore,  George 

Smith,  John 

Sewell,  James 

Sawtell,  Jason  L 

Stevens,  Leonard 

Sniflen,  Theodore 

St&ut,  William  H 

Stallings,  Thomas 

Swan,  James 

Spedden,  Robert 

Still,  Thomas  J 

Thompson,  John 

Taylor,  Samuel 

Tmnbull,  James ' 

Taylor,  Owen ' 

Thomas,  John 

Tindley,  Thomas I 

Thompson,  Thomas | 

Tolman,  John 

Terry,  Julius ' 

Thompson,  William ' 

Towneend,  Hiram | 

Tompkins,  James | 

Thompson,  James ' 

Thomas,  Isaac 

Thomas,  James 

Tftsh,  John  S | 

Tmman.  James ' 

Turner,  William  W 

Tirlton,  John , 

Taylor,  William I 

Thompson,  John 

Thompson,  John  (4th).. 

Taylor,  William i 

ITpham,  George ' 

XTaderwood,  Bei^amiu  • .  •  i 

33 


Corporal  marines 

Ordinary  seaman 

Carpenter's  mate 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Sergeant  marines .... 

Boatswain's  mate 

Second-class  boy . . . . 

Yeoman 

Seaman 


Quarter  gunner. 
Seaman 


do. 


...do.. 

Marine. 
....do.. 


Fireman 

Boatswain 

Ordinary  seaman.. 

Seaman , 

....do 

....do 

...do 


Coal-heaver 

Sergeant  of  marines. 
do 


Marine 

Ordinary  seaman... 

Seaman 

Lieut,  commanding. 

Marine 

Quartermaster  ...  . 
Ordinary  seaman... 

do 

Seaman 

....do 


....do 

....do 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman.. 
Quartermaster. . . . 
Ordinary  Seaman 

Marine 

Seaman 

Marine , 

Quartermaster.... 
Ordinary  seaman . . 
....do 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
....do 


Seaman 
....do... 
....do.., 
Marine. 
Seaman. 


Nov. 

Oct. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Oct. 

April 

Jan. 

April 

Sept. 

April 

June 


16,  1835 
15, 1838 

2,1842 
15, 1843 
19,  1815 

4,1829 

7,  1841 
10,  1846 

1, 1847 

17.  ia51 
17, 1851 


Jan.  13, 
May  13, 
Feb.  28, 
Sept.  12, 
Nov.  13, 
Jan.  1, 
Sept.  23, 
Jan.  19, 
Aug.  12, 
Nov.  2, 
July  2, 
Sept.  12, 
Aug.  31, 
Sept.  22, 
Mar.  31, 
Oct.  4, 
Sept.  18, 
Nov.  7, 
May  9, 
July  1, 
Jan.  ], 
May  23, 
Nov.  30, 
April  6, 
Jan.  1, 
July  19, 
April  6, 
Nov.  3, 
May  14, 
Aug.  31, 
April  21, 
Aug.  7, 
June  4, 
May  10, 
Oct.  20, 
Dec.  12, 
Feb.  6, 
Oct.  24, 
Nov.  IJ, 
Mar.  8, 
Feb.  27, 
Sept.  17, 
Mar.  18, 
April  8, 
Dec.  *J3, 
April  24, 


1845 
1844 
1837 
1851 
1848 
1826 
1850 
1843 
1843 
1848 
1849 
1851 
1843 
1846 
1847 
1851 
1852 
1826 
1853 
1851 
1832 
1844 
1839 
1815 
1821 
1852 
1815 
1851 
1845 
1812 
1849 
1847 
1853 
1853 
1829 
1844 
1849 
1853 
1852 
1833 
1845 
1852 
1648 
1846 
J837 
1815 


Rate  per 
month. 


*4 
1 
7 
1 
5 
9 


50 
66f 

m 

50 
00 
00 

6  50 
9  50 
2  25 

7  50 
4  50 


5 
6 
4 
3 
3 
6 
3 


62i 

00 
50 
00 
50 
00 
00 


SO  00 
2  50 


4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
25 
25 
50 
50 
00 


30  00 
3  00 
2  00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 


3 
3 
3 
5 


00 
00 
00 
00 


8  00 

2  50 

4  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
250 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00 
6  00 
6  00 
4  50 
6  00 

3  00 
6  00 


Date  of  act  un- 
der which  al- 
lowed. 


April  23, 1800 

......  QO ...... 

...... QO ...... 

do 

......  oo ...... 

do 

......  QO ..... • 

do 

......  oo ...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

•  •*•••  QO*«***tt 

•  •••*•  \jL\9  «••«*• 

do 

Aug.    1 1, 1848 

April  23,  1800 

do 

do 

do 

■  •*«••  Y^v  ••■••• 

•  •«•••    Uw  «••••• 

do 

......  QO ...... 

......  QO ...... 

......QO...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

April  2,  1816 
April  23, 1800 

do 

■  ••■«•  CIO  «  «  *  •  «  « 

do 

......  QO ...... 

......no...... 

do 

......  oo  ....•• 

.  .  .  .  .  .  Ufl ...... 

.  .....  QO ...... 

...... QO ...... 

...... QO •■«..• 

do 

......  QO ...... 

•  . . ^ .  •  QO ...... 

....    do 

M 

do 

do 


dl4 
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STATEMENT— Continued 


Namei  of  pennonert. 


Yenible,  WiUiam 

Yincent,  John  S .' 

Wentworth,  John 

Williams,  Henry  R.... 

West,  Austin 

Woods,  Robert 

White,  John  (2d) 

Ward,  Patrick 

Wright,  Reuben 

Williams,  John 

Williams,  John 

Worden.  James , 

Ward,  WUliam 

White,  Solomon 

Ward,  Henry 

Wiley,  Robert  L 

Williams,  James , 

Wales,  John 

Welch.  Peter 

"^^Bon,  Alexander..... 

West,  Thomas , 

Walpole,  Henry 

Woodbouse,  James . ... 

WUey,  George , 

Waters,  John 

Williams,  John 

Wood,  John , 

Ward,  Thomas 

White,  John 

Webster,  John  A. .... . 

West,  Ebenezer  ..••.., 
Williams,  Charles .... , 

Wise,  Andrew 

Williamson,  James  . ... 

Whitney,  William 

York,  Richard  G 

Tost,  John 

Toong,  William  D...... 


Rank. 


Boatswain's  mate . . 
Captain  of  the  hold. 

Seaman 

Teoman 

Seaman.... 

....do 


do. 


Ordinary  seaman... 
Carpenter's  mate... 

Marine 

Seaman 


do. 


....do 

....do 

Quarter  gunner . . 
Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Carpenter's  crew. 
Seaman 


do. 


do.... 
do 

do..... 
do..... 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


do. 


Captain  of  forecastle. 
Ordinaiy  seaman.... 
....do 


Seaman 

Sailing-master  .... 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.. 

Seaman 

Armorer 

Seaman 

...-do 


Marine 

2d  assistant  engineer. 


Oct. 

April 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Dec. 

Oct. 

May 

May 

April 

July 

Jan. 

May 

Feb. 

May 

May 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Oct. 

June 

Juoe 

Oct. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Jan. 

May 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Aug. 

Dec. 

April 

Nov. 

Jan. 

July 

Biay 


19, 

5, 

23, 

2, 

17, 

31, 

3, 

29, 

20, 

5, 

1, 

17, 

4, 

29, 

27, 

4, 

9. 
25, 
10, 
13, 

6. 

2, 

17. 

1, 
39. 

9, 

8, 

7, 

30, 

1, 

10, 

4. 

13, 

17, 

1. 

13, 

13, 

4, 


1835 
1842 
1851 
1840 
1852 
1836 
1845 
1851 
1815 
1848 
1818 
1853 
1836 
1812 
1833 
1846 
1847 
1847 
1849 
1844 
1849 
1820 
1836 
J837 
1838 
1836 
1846 
1845 
1845 
1823 
1849 
J840 
1850 
1834 
1818 
1839 
1847 
1852 


Rate  per 
month. 


75 
75 
50 
50 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
6  00 
3  00 
6  00 
3  00 

3  00 

1  87i 

2  50 

5  00 

4  50 
20  00 

4  50 

3  75 

4  50 

6  00 
8  00 
300 
2  331 

15  00 


*4 
1 
4 
7 
6 
3 
6 
2 
8 
3 
6 
6 
6 
4 
4 
5 
6 
9 
3 
3 


f>ateof  act 
der  which  al* 
lowed. 


April  23, 1800 
do 

•  ■■««««  UO  *  *  ^  ^  *  • 

•  «•«*•  Q  V  «  ^  «  ^  ^  « 

do 

do 

do 

...... do.. ••.• 

do 

do...—. 

do 

do 

•  «««••  QO*  «  *  »  * • 

*••**•  tlO«  *  «  »•• 

•  «*«*•  OO*  *  •  w  • 

do 

...... uO . ^  ^  ^  ^ . 

...... QO ...... 

...... QO.* .... 

......  do.. -«•• 

do 

......do..-. .. 

do 

•  ««•••  uv  •  •  w  •  •  * 

•  *  •  •  m  •  iMr •  «  •  *•  • 

«  «  «  * • ■ uv*  »  « • »  • 

do 

■  •»•*•  iMv*  »  •  »  •  • 

do 

Aog.  11,  1848 


In  the  aggregate,  492  inralids  drawing  pensions  to  the  amoont  of  |3, 540  67^  per  montk,  or 
430,489  15  per  annnm. 


Psirsioa  Omox,  Odober  10, 1863. 


L.  P.  WALDO, 

CoillMtfS 
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List  (^persons  on  the  privaieer  pension  littt  at  the  dose  of  the  fiscal  year 

1851. 


Names  of  peniioiien. 


Albrar,  Qeorge 

Anstin,  William. 

Barr,  jr.,  Jamea 

Boomer,  David 

Balaton,  John 

Baker,  John 

Churchill,  Beiyamin  K... 

Cook,  John 

Cole,  Edward..... 

Carlon,  John 

De  Motte,  Lewia 

Deaendorff,  Andrew 

Edwards,  John 

Elwell,  SamneL 

Fletclier,  Henry 

Gamage,  jr.,  Joahoa. 

Goodwin,  Iiaac 

Hamilton,  Empaon 

Hum,  Edward. 

Miller,  James 

Nantes,  John 

Fiokering,  Daniel 

Bowe,  James......* .... 

Sawyer,  James 

Taylor,  Thomas 

Upton,  Beiyamin 

Yaa  Vorst,  Richard. 

Weston,  Nathaniel 


Rank. 


Cabin  boy 

Commander.... 
Captain's  derk . 

Seaman 

...do 


Quartermaster. 

Captain 

Seaman 

....do 


Pilot... 
Seaman 
....do.. 


lieutenant*. 
Seaman..... 
...do 


> . . . QO ......  .... . 

...do 

Marine 

Boatswain ........ 

Seaman 

Lieutenant , 

Carpenter's  mate.. 

Prizemaster 

....do 


Gunner's  mate. 
Commander... 
Quarter  gunner 
Seaman 


Commenoement 
of  pension. 


July   ],  1837 

do 

»•*... uo... •.• 

do 

do 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do 

July   1,  1836 
July   1,  1837 

>..... QO ...... 

do 


....do 

> .  .  .  .  uO  .  .  .  .  ( 

....do..... 


do 

......  QO ...•.• 

do 

do 

Jan'y  1,  1836 
July   1,  1837 

do...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Rate  per 

month. 

$3  00 

15  00 

8  00 

300 

2  00 

2  00 

20  00 

600 

4  00 

4  00 

600 

4  00 

900 

500 

4  00 

300 

5  00 

600 

10  00 

6  00 

12  oe 

6  00 

3  331 

10  00 

6  00 

10  00 

500 

300 

Act  of  Congress 
under  which 
allowed. 


June 


t  •  •  •  fli  • 


«•••«■ 


15. 

do...- 

do.... 

do.... 

do...- 

do.— 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 
do.... 

do.... 
do.... 
do.... 
do...* 
do..- 
do.... 
do.*., 
do.— 
do.--, 
do.— 
do.... 
do.... 
do.... 
do.... 
do.... 


1844 


In  the  aggregate  28  privateer  inyalids,  in  the  receipt  of  pensions  to  the  amount  of  $180  33( 
per  month ;  or,  $2,164  per  annum. 

L.  P.  WALDO,  CowmMamar. 
fExuotf  Omox,  OcUhsr  10, 1853. 
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List  of  the  widows  who  are  now  drawing  naval  pensions^  wider  the  provisions 
of  the  act  ofAugti^t  11,  1848,  entitled  "  An  act  renewing  certain  natal 
pensions  and  extending  the  benefits  of  existing  laws  respecting  naval  pen- 
sion's to  engineers^  Jiremen^  and  coai-heavers  in  the  navyy  and  to  t/ieir 
widotcsJ*^ 


Names  of  widows. 


Appleton,  Abigail  . . 

Archer,  Hary  B 

AthmuD,  Hary  Jane. 

Alden,  Alice  B 

Aken,  (or  Aiken,) 

Hannah 

Adee,  Amelia  K . . . . 
AngnoB,  Ann  W — 

Agar,  Mary  C 

Anderson,  Ann 

Anthony,  Anna 

Anderson,  Emma... 
Alexander,  Eliza  J. 
Adams,  Elizabeth  M. 
Armlstead,  Cath'e  L 

Auker,  Laura 

Babbit,  Maria 

Barrett,  Adelaide  A. 
Birchmore,  Juliana. 
Burchstead,  Nabby. 
Barker,  Buth 


Daniel 

William 

Lewis 

Chas.  Henry. 

Andrew  J.... 
Alvey  Aug's.. 

Samuel 

Edward 

Abraham 

James  F 

James 

Francis 

WiUiamH... 

Francis  N 

Alexander ... 
William  D... 
Theodore  B.. 

William 

Benjamin  B . . 
Benjamin.... 


Bennett,  Huldah — 

Berry,  Sarah 

Boerum,  Emily 

Boggs,  Margaret  M. 

Brum,  Susan 

Butler,  Phebe...:.. 
Beers,  Catherine  M. 
Bliss,  Marianna  F.. 

Brett,  Ellen 

Busvine, Eliz*h  Ann. 
Bolton,  Mary  H . . . . 

Blake,  Letitia 

Breese,  Lucy 

Bansa,  Margaret... 

Ball,  Susan 

Bloodgood,  Cath'e 

Benham,  Adelia  A. 

Bryson,  Jane 

Bates,  Sarah 

Beverly,  Harriette 
Buch,  Sophia  H.... 
Bainbridge,  Susan.. 
Boyd,  Mary  Anne... 

Buck,  Elizabeth 

Bellingham,  Eliz'th. 

Bispam,  Aletta 

Brooke,  Elizabeth.. 

Byrne,  Ann 

Barndol]ar,Har'tD. 
Ba/she,  Eliza  C... 


Name  of  has- 
band. 


Cornelius.... 

William 

William 

David 

Philip 

Silas 

Augustus  P.. 

Joel 

Thomas  P  ... 

Edward  J.... 

William  C... 

Daniel  Q..  .. 

Thomas 

Sebastian.... 

John 

A  Abraham     on 
Abram .... 

Courtlandt... 

William 

William 

BiWiUiamB... 

Nicholas 

William 

Thomas  J 

Peter 

Thomas 

JohnE 

JohnF 

Edmund 

Williams.... 

QeoigeM.... 


Bank. 


Seaman 
...do. 


Purser.--. 
Chaplain  ,* 


Seaman Feb. 

Surgeon Feb. 

Captain Mar. 

Purser's  clerk Mar. 

Seaman Oct. 

Ship's  cook Mar. 

Passed  midshipman.  Dec. 


Commence- 
ment of 
pension. 


Sept.  1,1847 
Sept.  1,1852 
Mar.  2,1852 
Sept.  24, 1851 


Lieutenant 
Passed  midshipman. 


May 

Nov. 


Lieutenant  marines . ,  Sept. 
Quarter  gunner ....  'Dec. 


Surgeon 

Lieutenant 

Surgeon  

Carpenter 

Ordinary  seaman... 

Sailing-master 

Boatswain 

Coomiander 

Ord'y  serg't  marines 

Sailing-master 

Purser 

Surgeon 

Carpenter's  mate... 
Surgeon's  steward.. 

....do 

Captain 

Marine 

Purser 

Officer's  cook 

Marine 


Sept 
Nov. 
Sept 


11,1848 

22,  1849 

4,1849 
23,1850 

23,  1843 

10,  1849 
29,  1850 

11,  1849 
8,1847 
1,1847 
8.1846 
1, 1847 

11,  1847 

1,1852 

do.... 


May  30,  1823 


Sept  1, 
Sept.  1, 
Sept.  ], 
April  22, 
June  1, 
Sept.  1, 
do. 


1847 
1852 
1847 
1850 
1843 
1852 


Sailing-master 

Lieutenant 

Ordinary  seaman . . . 
Master-at-arms  .... 

Lieutenant 

Sailmaker 

Captain 

Surgeon 

Musician   

Seaman 

Lieutenant 

Surgeon 

Commander ....... 

Marine 

Lieut,  oommanding. 


June  23, 
April  26, 
Aug.  22, 
Feb.  22, 
Sept.  16, 
Oct.  11, 
Sept.  3, 
Oct.    9, 

June  12, 
Oct.  30, 
May  10, 
Aug.  18, 
Oct.  30, 
June  16, 
Sept.  ], 
Mar.  26, 
Sept.  1, 
do. 


1852 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1852 
1^1 
1845 
1843 

1851 
1852 
1840 
1847 
1851 
1848 
1652 
1849 
1852 


Mar.  24, 
Oct.  17, 
Oct  17, 
Oct.  18, 
Sept  8, 


1849 
1849 
1850 
1847 
18461 


Rate  per 
month. 


Date  of  ad 

under  which 
allowed. 


|6  OOAug.  11, 1848 
.. .do..-.. 
.. .do..... 
.« .do. .... 


6  00 
20  00 
20  00 

6  00 
30  00 
50  00 
12  50 

6  00 
9  00 

12  50 
25  00 
12  50 
15  00 

7  50 
25  00 
25  00 
32  50 
10  00 

5  00 


20  00 
10  00 
30  00 

8  00 
20  00 
20  00 
25  00 

9  f>0 
9  00 
9  00 

50  00 
3  50 

20  (H) 
9  00. 
350 


....  .do..... 
.•••  .do...-* 

•  *  «  ■    «  U V  •  «  V  *  * 

•  •  •  •  •CU9  *  •  •  •  • 

....  .do. .... 
....  .do. .... 

do 

....  .do..... 

•  •  •  •   »  Uv  •  •  *  «  • 

•  « • w  • QO  « • *  •  • 

•  »  •  M  •  U  V  ■«■■*• 

•  *  •  ■  •  U*  *  *  «  •  •  • 

•  *  «  •  •  U  V  •  *  •  «  • 

•  •■■••  U  V  m  m  m  m  9 

1848  and  pre^ 

vious. 
Aug.  IJ,  1848 
.  .do..... 
.  .do..... 

.   .UO  .  ...a 

.  .do.  .... 

.  .do..... 

•  m UV  «  » •  •  • 

.  .do....« 

..do 

..do 

.  .do. .... 

«  • Uv • *  *  *  V 

.  .do..... 

•  •  W  »  •  •  •  ■ 


20  00 

25  00 

5  00  1834 
9  00  Aug. 

25  00 
10  00 
50  OO 
30  OO 
4  00 

6  00 
25  00 
35  00 
90  00 

350 
90  00 


.do..... 

.do..... 

&1848 

11,1848 

.do..... 

.do 

.do..... 
.do. .... 

•  QO.  .... 

.do. .... 

.OO.  .... 

.do..... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
do 
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LIST — Continued. 


Karnes  of  widows. 


Name  of  bus- 
band. 


Cbarles  R.... 

Thomas 

George 

Washington.. 
David 


Broom,  Maiy  £.... 

Barber,  Sasan 

Beale,  Kmily 

Bright,  Eliza 

Black,  Wio'y  Banks. 

Browning,  Lewrighc.;Robert  L . . . . 

Carter,  Harriet Nathaniel.... 

Cowell,  Abigail John  G 

Crouninshield,  Har't  Jacob 

Coviogtim,  Carol'e  LJohn  R 
Cowtbunjr,  Maria  C.jjohn  P 
Carpenter,  Martha.. 
Caldwell,  Eliz'h  J.. 
Chauncey,  Catharine  Isaac 
Claxton,  Rodolphine  Alexander 


Samuel  N.. 
Charles  H. 


ClarK,  Margaret  T. . 
Cooke,  Sarah  Anu.. 

Cash,  Elizabeth 

Cox,  Ellen 

Cox,  Eleanor 

Clough,  Sarah  A . . . . 
Covell,  Ethalinda... 
Cooper,  Elizabeth.. 
Coleman,  Elizabeth .  jThomas 
Conrad,  Anna Thomas  J 


James  H. 
Andrew  B... 

George 

James  3..... 
William..... 

John 

Emerson  G... 
Bei\jamin 


Rank. 


Cornell,  Mary 

Cope,  Isabella 

Clunet,  Anna  Maria. 
Colton,  Rebecca  A. . 

Cloud,  Eliza  M 

Colton,  Cornelia  B. . 
Caldwell,  Hester . . . 

Carter,  Leah 

Cassin,  Mary 

Crane,  Eliza 

Cobb,  Ursula  £.... 
Cooper,  Jane  A . . . . 

Cook,  Francis  F 

Curraci,  Eleanor... 
Cuvillier,  Maria  J . . 
Catalano,  Martha. . . 

Cassin,  Eliza 

Crow,  Marg't  Anne. 
Chandler,  Eliza'thE. 


John .  ... 
John  .  ... 

Peter 

WiUuim . . 
Caleb  W.. 
Walter  .  . 
Charles .  . 
Charles  G. . . 

John 

WUUamM.. 

Charles . 

Grenville  C . 

John  A 

Antonio  ..... 

JohnB 

Salvadore.... 

Joseph 

Beiyamin.... 


Major  marines 

*2d  class  boy 

Purser 

Gunner 

Cooper 

Lieutenant 

....do 

Acting  lieutenant. .. 

Commander 

Gunner 

Ship's  steward 

Ordinary  seaman... 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

....do 

Purser 

iSurgeon 

Seaman 

Acting  lieutenant. .. 

Marine 

Master 

First  ass't  engineer. 

Captain 

Carpenter 

Landsman 

Musician 

Seaman 


Conunence- 
ment  of 
pension. 


Sept.  1,1847 
Sept.  1, 1852 

do 

Oct.  17, 1851 
Oct.  4,  1843 
Sept.  20, 1850 
Sept.  1,1852 
Sept.  1,1847 
July  15, 1849 
Sept.  1,  1852 
Dec.  30,  1852 
May  3,1849 
Sept.  1,  1852 
Jan.  28,  1850 
Mar.  7,1851 
Sept.  19, 1850 
Sept.   1,1852 

....do.... 
July  1,  1853 
Sept.  1, 1852 
Mar.  19, 1847 
Dec.  28, 1847 
June  1,1850 
Aug.  27, 1849 
Sept.  1.1852 

do.-.. 

Jan.  31,  1850 


Sergeant  of  marines.  Sept.  1,1852 


Purser's  steward 
Assistant  surgeon 

Chaplain 

.  Landsman 

Musician 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Gunner 

Purser 

Lieutenant 

Gunner 

Musician 

Master 

Purser 

Sailmaker 

Surgeon 


John  R 
Cocke,  Eliza  W . . . .  {William  H. . . | Lieut,  conmianding. 

Corlette,  Susan  ....  |Edward Ordinary  seamen. . . 

Cowdery,  Elizabeth.  Jonathan .... 

William  A 

Robert  C... 

Richard 


Christian,  Louisa  J . 
Caldwell,  Judith  T.. 
Cole,  Elizabeth  Jane 
Conway,  Fanny  S... 

Brew,  Sarah 

Davis,  Eliza 

Dans,  Mary  Francis 


Surgeon 

Purser 

First  lient.  nuirines. 

Seaman 

Edwin ; Assistant  surgeon  • . 

John I  Sailing-master 

Obed  R. Seaman 

James !  Sailmaker 


Dickason,  Joanna  P.  John  A jCarpenter 

Downes,  Martha  L..  Albert  E .Lieut,  commanding. 

Dwight,  Harriet  M. .  Joseph | Sergeant  of  marines . 

Dyer,  Grace  Ann  S.  Charles |Passed  midshipnuui. 


do 

do 

Jan.  22, 1851 
Oct.  4,  1848 
Sept.  1,1852 
Sept.  1,1847 
Mar.  18, 1646 
May  9,1848 
Mar.  2,1849 
Sept.   1.1852 

do 

do 

Jan.  4,1851 
Sept.  1,1852 
Mar.  31.  1850 
July  28, 1851 
Sept.  1, 1852 
July  5,1845 
Nov.  20, 1852 
Aug.  29, 1852 
Nov.  13, 1852 
Jan.  13,  1851 
Mar.  20, 1848 
Sept.  1,1852 
Sept.  22, 1851 
Sept.  1,  1852 
Sept.  28, 1847 
Mar.  20,  1843 
May  15, 1849 
Aug.  23»  1850 


Rate  per 
month. 


'f-* 


$25  00 Aug 

3  00 
20  </0 
10  00 

9  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
30  00 
10  00 

9  00 

5  00 
25  00 
50  00 
50  00 
20  00 
35  00 

6  00 
25  00 

3  50 
20  00.... 
15  00 
50  OOl.... 
10  00 

4  00 
4  00 
6  00 
6  50 
9  00 

15  00 
20  00 

4  00 

4  00 
25  00 
50  00 
10  00 
20  00 
25  00 
10  00 

4  00 
20  00 
20  00 
10  00 
30  00 
30  00 

5  00 
35  00 
20  00 
15  00 

6  00 
17  50 
20  00 

6  00 
10  00 
10  00 
30  00 

6  50 
12  50 


Date  of  act 
under  whldi 
allowed. 


11,1848 
.do..... 
.do..... 

.do..... 

.do. .... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do. .... 
.do. .... 
.do. .... 
.do. ...4 
.do..... 
.do. .... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do ....  • 
.do. .... 
.do. .... 
.do. .... 
•do. .... 
.do. ...• 
.do..... 
.do. .... 
.do. .... 

.do. ...a 

■do..... 
.do..... 
.do. .... 

.do 

.do 

.do. .... 
.do. .... 
.do. .... 
.do. .... 
.do. .... 
.do. ...• 
.do....* 
.do. ■«.• 
•do....* 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do. .... 
.do..... 
.do. .... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do. .... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do. .... 
.do....* 
.do 

.do. .... 

. QW ..... 

.do..... 
.do....« 
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Karnes  of  widows. 


Din,  Lmnatie 

Day,  Hannah 

Donnelly,  Jemima. . 

Donovan,  Eliza 

Douglas,  Elizabeth  J 

Doxey,  Eliza 

Dove,  Margaret.... 

Davis,  Ann 

Doncan,  Virginia . . . 

Dallas,  Mary  B 

Everett,  Hannah... 
EMridge,  Abigail . . . 
Evans,  Dorothy  M.. 
Elliott,  Frances  C. 

Eaton,  Susan 

Edwards,  Ann  R 

Edwards.  Margaret. 
Elbert,  Harriet  Ann 

Ford,  Mary 

Freelon,  Lydia  P. . . 
Furguson,  Elizabeth 

Freemody,  Cath'e.. 

Fortin,  Eliza  M 

Forrest,  Ann  H 

Forrest,  Mary  T 

Goldtbwaite,  Eliza- 
beth  

Gardner,  Harriet  A. 

Grover,  Olive 

Green,  Margaret  F. 

Gardner,  Ann 

Green,  Ann  T 

Griffin,  Unity 

Gordon,  Juliet  A. . . 
Gondolph,  Maria  F. 

Gallen,  Mary 

Gallagher,  Cath'e  D. 
Gamble,  Hannah  L. 

Grayson,  Eliza 

Gwynn,  Caroline  S. . 
Gardner,  Deborah.. 
Greener,  Elizabeth. 
Gardener,  Maria... 
Gardner,  Harriet  W. 
Gantt,  Margaret  C. . 
Griffiths  Cornelia  M 
Gadsden,  Mary  8... 
Good  rum,  Dingia... 
Graham,  Sarah  E... 
Hartwell,  Ellzb'th  H 
Hammond,  Hannah. 

Handy,  Jane 

Holmes,  Ann  J 

Higgins^  Rebecca. . . 
Haywood,  Antonia.. 
Hoknes,  Maria  F. . . 


Name  of  hus- 
band. 


Eli 

Isaao 

John 

Richard 

Daniel 

BiscoeS 

Marmaduke.. 
William  L... 

James  F 

Alex.  Jaqses. , 

James 

William 

James 

Jesse  D 

David 

Richard  G... 

George 

Samuel 

Daniel 

Thomas  W... 
Nathan 


Erie.... 
William 
Andrew 
Dulany. 


John 

John 

William.  .. 

Elliott 

Francis 

John  R 

Michael,  alias 

James 

Alexander  G. . 

Rafael 

James 

John... 

John  M 

Alfred 

John 

Andrew 

'William 

Felix  W 

John  M 

Benjamins... 

Alberto 

Christopher... 

James 

John 

WiUiamB... 

.  Jpdutban 

Alberto 

Andrew 

Noah 

Charles. 

(SUas 


Rank. 


Boatswain 

Ord.  sergt.  marines. 

Landsman 

Marine 

Gunner 

Sailing-master 

Master 

Marine 

Passed  midshipman. 

Captain 

Chaplain 

Seaman 

Boatswain 

Captain 

Gunner 

Lieutenant 

Musician 

Lieut.  coDunanding- 

Carpenter 

Commander 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seamen . . . 

Steward 

Ord.  sergt.  marines. 
Lieut,  commanding. 


Feb. 
Jan. 

Ordinary  seaman. . .  Sept. 
Captahi  of  forecastle  July 
Ordinary  seaman 

Carpenter 

jGunner 

IPurser 


Commence- 
ment of 
penaion. 


Sept.  1, 
Jan.  3, 
Aug.  13, 
Dec.  30, 
June  17, 
Sept.  1, 
July  3, 
Apl.  22, 
Sept.  1, 
June  3, 
Sept.  1, 
Sept.  1, 
Sept.  1, 
Dec.  10, 
Feb.  22, 
Sept.  1, 
June  3, 
Jan.  1, 
Sept.  1, 
May  16, 
Sept.  1, 


18521 

1851 

1847 

1850 

1851 

18521 

laM 

1850 

1847 

1849 

1852 

1847 

1852 

1850 

18501 

1847 

18531 

1851 

1852 

1852 

1842 


Sept. 


Rate  per 
mcmth. 


Date  of  set 
under  which 
allowed. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Quartermaster July 

Commander Oct. 

Officers*  steward...  June 

Seaman Aug. 

Captain Sept. 

Mtyor  of  marines. . .  Sept. 
Captain  of  marines. .  Sept. 
[Captain Sept. 


Landsman Aug. 

Ordinary  seaman.. . .  Aug. 

Seaman April 

Lieutenant |Nov. 

Lieutenant I  Mar. 

Lieutenant Dec. 

Master  comman'dt..'Sept. 

Lieutenant Sept. 

Lieutenant 'June 

Purser July 

Marine Aug. 

Acting  master jMay 

Master-at-arms Sept. 

Seaman Sept. 

Lieutenant Jan. 

Passed  aas't  sorgeon.May 


1,1852 

.do.... 
18. 1849 
1,1852 

1,1847 

25, 1849 

1,  lh47i 

1,  1852t 

1,  1852 
1, 1852' 

13,1850 

11,  1849 

2,  1B46I 
31,  1842 

1,  1842' 
1,  1852 
1,  lrt.V2 
4,1849 

19,  1847 
6,  1849 

10,  1852 
27,  1852 

12,  1852 

20,  1848 
1,1847 
L  1H52 

27,  la*)! 
12,  1849 
31,  1H42 
15,  1847 
1,  1852 
1,  1847 
17,  1853 
21, 1849 


$10  00 

8  00' 
4  50l 
3  50; 

10  oo| 

SO  00 
SO  00 

3  50 
12  50 
50  00 
20  00 

6  00 
10  00 
50  00 
10  OO 
25  00 

4  00 
30  001 

9  00' 
30  00' 

6  00 

5  00 
9  00 
8  OO 

30  OO 


Aug.  11, 1848 

■  *  •  «  •  W*  •  ••• 
«  •  •  «  «Qv*  •  •  •  • 
•  «  •  •  * Uv»  s *■  • 

•  «  «  •  Uv  •  •  •  •  • 

•  *  •  •  O  V  •  •  •  •  « 

•  «  •  « w*  *  •  •  • 
An 

V  V  *  •  OO  •  •  •  ■  • 
M  •  •  •  Ov  •  •  •  ■  • 

M  •  •    »  Q  V  *  •  •  •  • 

*   •   V    •  Ov  «   •  •  •  B 
w  •   «     •  Oil  •    •  •  •  • 

»  *  •     »  O  V  •  «  •  •  ■ 

m  m  m   m  OO  a  «  •  •  ■ 

...  .do..... 

....do 

...  .do..... 
...  .do..... 

M  •  •    •  OU  A    «  •  •  ■ 

Acts  1845  and 

1848. 
Ang.  II,  1848 

.....  U  V  ..... 

.....  f]  V  ..... 

....  .ao..... 


5  00 
7  50!. 
5  00  . 

lO  OOi. 

lO  00'. 

SO  00 


.do. .... 

do 

.do 

.do. .... 

.do 

do 


8  00  .... 

30  00  .... 

9  00  .... 
6  001834 

50  00'.... 
25  00  Aug. 
20  00!.... 
50  001..,. 

4  00  .... 

5  00!.... 

6  00.... 
25  00'.... 
25  00'.... 
25  00 .... 
30  00 .... 

25  00 

25  00'.... 
20  00.... 

3  50  184r] 
20  0(1  Aug. 

9  00.... 

6  00'.. 
25  00 


S2  50 


.do. .... 

. aO . • •  •  • 

.do 

and  IM^ 

.do 

II,  Iti48 

.diO-  ••*• 

.do 

.  do ..... 
. do .... * 

.do 

.do 

.do..*** 
.00.  *.•• 
.do.  ..*• 

.do 

.do.  •  .«• 

.do 

and  1*4^ 
11,1^4« 

.do 

.  do .  -  •  •  • 
.do..*** 
.do.  •••• 
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LIST— Continued. 


Karnes  of  widows. 


Hawkins,  Jane 

Hart,  Sarah  Ann . . . 
Hoffman,  Phoebe  W. 
Hammersly,  Phoebe. 
Huston,  Pamela.... 
Hizon,  Henrietta... 

Halsey,  Eliza 

Hartnett,  Mary  A. . . 
Heffron,(or  Heffem,) 

Maria 

Heffermau,  Mary  H. 


Hunter,  Ellen 

Hall,  Martha 

Hart,  Sarah  Ann.. 

Hull,  AnnM.  H 

Hoffard,  Mary 

Hardy,  Diana 

Hunt,  Sarah  A 

Hanna,  Mary 

Hunter,  Harriet  L. 
HiU,  Eliza 


Name  of  hus- 
band. 


Samuel  v.... 
Benjamin  F.. 
Beekman  V.. 
George  W.  .. 

James  Q 

Samuel  C 

James  M 

Maurice 


Hall,  Elizabeth.... 
Hoe,  E.  M.  A.  G.. 

Henley,  Eliza 

Hoffiuan,  Theresa. . 
Hicks,  Elizabeth  E 
Hassle r,  Joanna  J. 
Humo,  Barbara  £. 

Hebard,  Sarah 'Andrew 

Handy,  Henrietta  D.  Levin 


John 

John  M.  Hef- 
ferman,  (alias 
John  Mor- 
ris) ......... 

William 

Moris 

Benjamin  F.. 

Isaac 

Lawrence.. .. 

Isaac 

element  S... 

Edward 

William  M... 

Justus  or  Jus- 
tice  

Leonard 

George  M.... 

JuhnD 

John 

Thomas 

Charles  A.... 

Ebooezer  J.. 


Francis  C. 
N^athaniel.. 
John 


Hall,  Elizabeth  E. 

Haraden,  Susan 

Johnson  Catharine.. 

Jones,  Abigail '  Richard . 

Jones,  Sarah  V 'Alonzo  .. 

Jordan,  Louisa .William. 

Johnson,  Hannah . . .  John . . . . 


Bank. 


Sailmaker. 

Purser 

Captain. .. 
Lieutenant. 
Yeoman... 

Master 

Purser 

Carpenter. 


Boatswain*!  mate . . . 


Marine 

Marine 

Boatswain 

Purser 

Captain 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman... 

Purser 

Gunner 

Captain 


Commence- 
ment of 
pension. 


Jones,  Mary.  ... 
Jackson,  Mary. . . 
Jackson,  Mary.. 
James,  Martha.. 
Jones,  Emily. . . . 

Jones,  Ruth 

Jones,  Elizabeth. 
Jameson,  Mary.. 
Jackson,  Lilly... 
Knight,  Mary . . . 


Cave 

Thomas 

Thomas  H.... 

Daniel. ...... 

Richard  A.  .. 

Jacob 

John 

Skiffington  S. 

Richard 

Jolm 


Boatswain 

Sailing-master 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Musician 

Drummer 

Surgeon 

Sergeant  of  marines . 

Chief  engineer 

Lieutenant 

Captain  of  marines. . 
Master  conunandant 

Gunner 

Cook 

Carpenter 

Carpenter., 

Marine 


Chaplain 

Marine , 

Seaman 

Gunner 

Commander... 

Captain 

Marine 

Acting  master. 

Landsman 

Landsman 


Kelsey,  Susan  C Joseph Quarter  gunner. 

Kissan,  Harriet  J. . .  jHeiijamin Surgeon. 


Kitchen,  Abigail ;(»eorge 

Kelly,  Mary Thomas . . . . 

Keeth,  Eliza  M {Lewis  G.. .  . 


Seaman. 

Marine.... 

Lieatonaat. 


July  27, 1849 
Nov.  2,1852 
Sept.  1, 1852 
Sept.  1,1852 
Dec.  21, 1849 
Sept.  1,1852 
Sept.  1,1852 
Sept.  1,1852 

Mar.  21, 1848 


Aug.  20, 1848 
Sept.  1, 1847 
Feb.  13,  1851 
Nov.  2,1847 
jFeb.  13, 1848 
INov.  16, 1847 
Sept.  1,1852 
Sept.  1,  1852 
Sept.  1, 1852 
Mar.  5,1849 

April  2, 1845 
Sept.  22, 1819 
April  10,  1850 
Sept.  1,1852 
Sept.  1, 1852 
July  7,1852 
Nov.  27, 1851 
Sept.  14, 1847 
Aug.  4, 1846 
Sept.  14,  1847 
July  13,  1853 
Sept.  1,1847 
Sept.  1, 1852 
Sept.  1,  1852 
Jan.  17,  1848 
June  5, 1850 
May  18, 1814 

Sept.  1, 1852 
June  13, 1851 
April  8,  1849 
April  14, 1851 
April  16, 1846 
Aug.  3, 1850 
Sept.  1,1847 
Jan.  1, 1853 
Mar.  25, 1842 
Nov.  14, 1832 

Nov.  11, 1844 
Sept.  1, 1852 
Sept.  1, 1852 
Sept.  13, 1847 
May    1,1851 


Bate  per  Date   of  aot 
mondi.     under  whioh 
allowed. 


$10  00 
20  00 
50  00 
25  00 
7  50 
20  00 
20  00 
10  00 

9  50 


3  50 

3  50 

10  00 

20  00 

50  00 

8  00 

5  00 

20  00 

10  00 

50  00 


Aug.  11, 1848 

•  »  •  «  •  (1(1  •  •  *  •  • 
■  ■  •  •  •  UCI  •  *  *  •  • 

m  m  m  m    m  UfJ  •  •  •  •  • 
«■■**•  U(l  •  fli  •  •  9 

•  «  •  •  •  ilO  •  «  •  •  • 

•  s  ■  ■  •  U\l »  »  «  •  • 

a  »  *  •    vQO  *  a  «  ft  • 

V  *  *  «    •  U(/  •  «  •  •  • 


. . .do. 
..  .do. 
. . .do. 
..  .do. 
...do. 
...do. 
..  .do. 
...do. 
. . .do. 
..  .do. 


10  00 do 

20  00 do 

25  00 do 

50  00 do 

4  00 do 

4  00 do 

30  00 do 

6  50  .... .do..... 

25  oo; do 

25  00! do 

20  00! do 

30  00| do 

10  00 do 

9  00 do 

10  00 do..... 

10  00 do 

3  50:1848,  and  pre- 
vious. 
20  00  Aug.  11,1848 
.. .do. .... 


3 
7 

10 


50 
50 
00 


..  .do. .... 

...do 

30  00 do 

50  00 do 

3  50 do...... 

20  00 do 

4  00 do 

4  OO'Aug.11,1848, 

&c. 
7  50  Aug.  11,1848 
30  00 do 


6 
3 
26  001 do. 


00| do..... 

50; do..... 
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LIST— Continued. 


Names  of  widows. 


Name  of  hus- 
band. 


Kennedy,  Mary  E... 
Kennon,  Brit'a  W... 
Kearney,  Mary  M... 
King,  Catharine  C. 

Kuig,  Nancy 

Kelly,  Ann  M 

Knight,  Ann  Eliza.. 
Lathrop,  Mariah  M. 
Lemon,  Martha . . . . 

Low,  Betsey 

Low,  Lydia 

Lanagan,  Elizabeth. 
Lawrence,  Julia  M. . 

Linslie,  Hannah 

Lutz,  Michael C... 

Lent,  Sarah  Ann 

Lanamee,  Abby.... 

Leahy,  Catharine... 

Linn,  Elizabeth 

Langrean,  Susannah. 

LIppencott,  Susan'h. 
Lugler,  Sarah  Jane. 
Leckie,  Martha .... 

Lucckesi,  Mary 

Latham,  Lucy  T.  .. 
Lockert,  Marg't  £.. 
Laginer,  Elizabeth.. 

Martin,  Ann 

Mull,  Mary  A 

McCarty,  Honora . . 

Mahon,  Maria 

McDonald,  Asenath. 
McCloud,  Clarissa.. 
McMenemy,  Mary.. 

Morgan,  Abigail 

Mix,Ann 

Montgomery,  Phebe. 

McNel]y,Mary 

Monteath  Caroline. . 
McCullogh,  Ann  G.. 
McKeuzie,  Cath*e  A. 

Merrin,  Harriet 

McCall,  Mary 

McMurtree,  Eliz'h.. 
IfcCawIey,  Mary  £. 
Myers,  Elizabeth.. . 
McGill,  Louisa.... 
Marshall,  Eliz'h  H. 

Myers,  Maiy 

McArthur,  Mary  8. 
Morrison,  Mary  Ann. 
Murphy,  Mary  Ann. 
Maury,  Eliza  M — 
Harbury,  Mary  B. . . 
Mills,  Elizabeth.... 
|(clt«8n,  Catallna.. 


Edmund  P.. 

Beverly 

John  A 

George 

Jeremiah.... 

Daniel 

James  D.... 

JohnP 

Neal  C 

John 

Thomas 

Michael.  ... 

James 

Frederick  B 

•lohn 

Abraham . . . 

Benj'n      alias 

John  Brown. 

James 

Lewis  D.... 
Peter 


Caleb 

Joseph 

James 

Joseph 

George  W ... 
James  M  . . . . 

Manuel 

Jonathan .... 

Jacob ' 

Dennis 

John 

Alexander 

James 

James 

Ebenezer 

Marwin 

Alexander  M. 

Joshua 

Walter  N 

Alexander... 
Alexander  T.. 

George 

William  C... 

WUliam 

James 

George 

James 

Thomas 

Joseph 

WiUiamP... 

Jesse 

David 

John  M.  ... 
Alexander  H 

John 

Charles 


Captain. 

...do 

Surgeon 

Sergeant  marines  . 
Ordinary  seaman.. 

Gunner 

Commander ....... 

Chaplain 

B<»atswain's  mate  . . 

Gunner's  mate 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.. , 

Captain , 

Ship  Stewart 

Marine 

Saihooaker , 


Commence- 
ment of 
pension. 


Bate  per 
month. 


I 


Boatswain's  mate  .. 
Marine 

Purser's  steward.... 
Ordinary  seaman. . . 

...do 


Mar. 

Feb. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Deo. 

Sept, 

July 

Dec. 

Aug. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

April 

Sept. 


28, 184^; 
28,  1849' 

27. 1852 
1,1852 
6,1830 
1,1847 

19,  1851 

29, 1848 

14,  1850 

1,1851 

1,  1852 

23,1846 

1,  1852 

23,1848 

19. 1853 
1,1852 


Dite  of  let 
under  which 
allowed. 


June  1,1849 
Sept.  1,1842 
Dec.  24, 1850 
Aug.  30, 1841 


Ord.  serg*t  marines 

Carpenter 

Musician 

Chaplain 

Lieutenant , 

Seaman , 

Quarter  gunner.... 

Sailmg-master 

Ordinary  seaman.. 

Musician , 

Marine... .1 

...do , 

...do 

Carpenter's  mate  . 

Commander , 

Surgeon  

Gunner 

Lieutenant 

Sailing-master . 

Commander 

Marine 

Surgeon 

Purser 

Captain  marines  . ..  Mar.   5, 

Marine Sept.  1, 

Carpenter Mar.  20, 

Corporal  marines...  Sept.  1, 

Marine July  28, 

Lieutenant  commd'g  Dec.  23, 

Carpenter...; April  16, 

Marine Oct.  14, 

Lieutenant Sept.  1 , 

....do. Dec.   6, 

First-class  fireman..  May  31, 
Gunner INov.  13, 


Sept.  1, 
Oct.  23, 
Sept.  12, 
Feb.  23, 
Jan.  22, 
April  10, 
Sept.  1, 

do. 

Jan.  29, 
Aug.  31, 
Jan.  7, 
Oct.  1, 
Jan.  12, 
July  12, 
Sept.  1, 
Feb.  8, 
Sept.  1, 

do. 

do 


1852 
1849 
1847 
1850 
1852 
1850 
1852 

•  ■  •  ■ 

1851 
1842 
1847 
1847 
1852 
1849 
1842 
1849 
1852 


$50  00  Aug. 
50  00,.-.. 
35  (H) 

6  50 
5  00 

10  00  .... 
30  00|..., 
20  OOj.... 

9  50'... 

9  50... 

7  50i... 
5  00'... 

50  OOj... 
9  OOi... 
«j  OUi .... 

9  50  ... 


11,1648 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do..... 
.do....* 

.do 

.do 

.do...** 

.do 

.do.*.** 
.do...** 
.do 

.40...** 

.do 

.do 


10  00 do 

3  50'1845tiidl6iS 

9  00| do 

5  OO;  1848  sod  pn- 

vioui. 

. .  .ch*. ...* 


5  00 
8  00 

10  00 

4  00 

20  00 

25  00 

6  00'. 


,. .  .Q)..*** 

. .  .do...** 
. ..  .do..*** 
, .. .do 

...  .do...** 
.. .  .do..*** 


7  50' Aug.  11,18(3 

20  00 do 

5  Oo!  1845  and  ld48 


4  00 

....  -do..— 

3  50 

do 

3  50 do 

3  50 do 

9  50' do 

30  00 

Aug.  11,  m 

25  00. 
10  00|. 
25  OOJ. 
20  00;. 
30  00'. 
3  50 
25  00 
20  00 
20  00 

3  50 
10  00 

4  50 
3  50 

30  00 
10  00 

3  50 
25  00 
25  00 

6  00 
10  00 


.do.*> 

... .do 

,...do 

,..  .do..»* 
, ..  .do...** 

,...do 

... -do 

...  .do 

...  .do 

...  .do 

...  *do 

.-..do 

... .do 

... .do 

. .. .do 

...  .do. ..•• 
.. .  .do..." 

....do 

...  .do 

...  .do..««* 


H.   Doc.  I. 

LIST— Continued. 


Names  of  widows.  Nftme  of  hu»- 

band. 


Morrice,  Mary  Ann. 
McPbersoD,  Mary  E 
Mercerau,  Sarah .  . . 
McCreery,  Matilda. 
McDonald,  Mary... 
Newcomb,  Bhoda. . . 
Navarre,  Margaret. . 
Newman,  Miriam  S. 

Netto,  Eliza 

Newman,  Mary 

Nagle,  Elizabeth . . . 

Neal,  Mary 

Nicholson,  Laura  C . 

Nantz,  Aim, 

Nogent,  Jane 

Oliver,  Eliza  A 

O'Neal,  Jeannette . . 

Patch,  Nancy 

Petdngill,Eliz'hE.. 
Finkham,  Lydla  G. . 
Prentiss,  Eleanor  H. 

Proctor,  Mary 

Prentiss,  Abigail  W . 
Perry,  Elizabeth  C. 

Pease,  Almira 

Perry,  Lucretia  M.. 

Pearce,  Eliza  L 

Parsells,  Margaret. . 

Porter,  Eliza  C 

Pons,  Maria 

Peaco,  Georgiana  A. 
Pottenger,  Francis. . 
Pinkham,  Lydia  H. . 

Peed,  Rachel  B 

Parker,  Susannah .. 

Parker,  Mary 

Pearson,  Frances  E. 

Palmer,  Ann 

Parderousky,  Eliz'h. 
Polizzie,Eliz'hM.A. 

Potts,  Sarah 

Byan,  Betsy 


Bodgers,  Anna  M.. 

Bussell,  Maiy 

Ryan,  Mary , 

Redfield,  Susan  M. . 

ReUy,  Mary 

]^ker,  Catharine . . 
Robinson,  Elizabeth. 

Ross,  Sarah 

Ray,  Catharine  S.  M. 

Reed,  Mary 

Rodgers,  Minerva.. 
Rutter,  Virginia .  . . 
Renshaw.Ch'IotteE. 
Read,  Catharine  C. 


David  F , 

Joseph  S. 

Lewis , 

George  M 

Hugh 

Henry  S 

'David 

WUliamD... 

John 

jGustavils .... 

Joseph 

.Benjamin 

I  Joseph  J 

John 

John 

John 

Robert  H 

Nicholas 

Joseph 

Reuben  R... 

John  E 

Charles....... 

Nathaniel  A.. 

Oliver  H 

Tjeyi 

Nathaniel  H.. 

George 

George 

John 

Antonie 

John  W 

William 

Alexander  B . 

John 

Lewis         or 

Louis 

James  L 

John 

Morris 

Theodore... - 

Fenerando 

James  B 

William 


Rank. 


Ship  steward....... 

Master  commandant 

Seaman 

Lieutenant 

Sergeant  marines. . . 

Lieutenant 

Sailmaker 

Commander 

Captain's  steward.. 

Gunner 

Boatswain's  mate . . 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Sailing-master 

Marine 

Gunner 

Boatswain 

Seaman 

Marine 

Lieutenant 

....do 

.'Steward 

Sailmaker 

Captain 

Carpenter 

Purser 

Lieutenant 

Sailmaker 

Master  commandant 

Seaman 

Surgeon  

Lieutenant 

Commander 

Sailmaker 


Commence- 
ment of 
pension. 


Rate  per 
month. 


George  W.... 

William 

John 

John  G 

Philip 

Samuel 

John 

William 

Hyde 

Washington... 

John 

Edward  S. 


Gunner  

Lieutenant 

Boatswain's  mate.. 
Ord'y  serg't  marines 

Musician 

Serg*t  mig.  marines. 
Master.....*  .... 
Seaman 


Aug.  8,1851 
Sept.  1,1852 
May  11, 1849 
Mar.  20, 1848 
Aug.  7,1852 
Sept.  1,1852 

...do.... 
Oct.  9,1849 
Sept.  1,1852 
May  2,18  2 
Sept.  1,1852 

■  •  •  €1 V  •  •  •  • 

...do...- 
.. .do..*. 
Aug.  11, 1850 
Sept.  1,1852 
Aug.  4,1852 
Sept.  1,1852 
Oct.  11, 1846 
Sept.  1,1847 
Sept.  1,1852 

do.... 

April  20, 1852 
Sept.  1,1852 
May  12, 1847 
Sept.  1,1852 
do 

• • • • • ou ■ « • * • 

«  •  •  *  »  Q  V  •  *  •  •  • 

June  30, 1847 
Sept.  1,1852 

...do.... 
July  23, 1848 
Feb.  23, 1851 


Captain 

Sergeant  marines... 
Captain  forecastle.. 

Quartermaster 

Marine 

Sailing-master 

Boatswain's  mate... 

Marine 

Surgeon 

Lieutenant 

Captain 


Surgeon 

James. Captain 

[Benjamin  F. .  [Lieut,  conflnaading. 


Aug.  31, 1845 
July  12, 1852 
Sept.  16, 1848 
Oct.  14, 1851 
April  15, 1852 
Oct.  8, 1852 
Sept.  1,1852 
July  14, 1815 


Sept.  1,1852 

•  •  • •   aUV*   •  • •  b 

Mar.  20, 1848 
Nov.  7,1847 
July  5,1850 
Sept.  1,1852 
Aug.  27, 1849 
Sept.  1,1847 
Sept.  J,  1852 
Feb.  18,  1850 
Aug.  1, 1848 
April  20,  1852 
May  29,  1851 
July    1,1651 


Date  of  act 
under  whiok 
allowed. 


$9  00 
30  OOi 

7  50 
25  OOi 

6  50 
25  00 
10  00 
30  00 

9  00 
10  00 

950 
25  00 
50  00 
20  00 

350 
10  00 
10  00 

6  00 

350 
25  00 
25  00 

9  00 
20  00 
50  00 
10  00 
20  00 
25  00 
10  00 
30  00 

6  00 
25  00 
25  00 
30  00 
10  00 


Aug. 


10  00 
25  00 
9  50 
8  00 
4  00 
8  50 
20  00 
6  00 

60  00 

6  50 

7  50 

8  00 
350 

20  00 

9  50 
3  50 

35  00 
25  00 
50  00 
30  00 
50  00 
30  00 


■  •  •  •  • 


11,1848 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do....« 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do..... 
.do..... 

do 

.do..... 
.do. .... 
.do..... 
.do. •••• 

do 

,do..... 
,do..... 
,do..... 
do..... 
do..... 
do. .... 
do..... 
do...*, 
do..... 
do. .... 

do 

do. .... 

do 

do..... 

do 

do..... 
do..... 
do. .... 
do..... 


..... QO  a  . . . • 

•  . . • . uO . . .  •  • 

..... UO . . .  .  • 
..... QO . . . ■ • 

do 

....  .d0....a 

..... QO ..... 

1848,  and  pre- 
vious. 
Aug.  11, 1848 

*  •  • « • Uv • • •  •  • 

*  •  •  •  •  Ull  •  •  •  ■  « 

•  «  •  *    •  U  V  •  *  •  «  V 

do:.... 

..... QO ..... 
..... UO ..... 
..... QO ..... 
..... QO ..... 

do 

•  a ■ a    . QO .   * . a • 

..... QO . . ^. a 

. • ■  .  . QO • • . . • 

..... Uv ..... 
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LIST— Continued- 


Kames  of  widowi. 


NameofhuB- 
band. 


Henry  P 

Chri8t*ph'r  C. 


Bobertson,  Mary  £ 

Bice,  Eliza  M 

Boss,  Ann  J Andrew 

Scates,  Emily  L.  ..  John... 
Sherburne,  Fran.  pJjohn  H 
Smith,  Mehitable. ..  Jesse 


Bank. 


John. 


Shaw,  Mary  B.  .. 

Spinney,  Pamela  . . .  'Joseph  A 

Sheffield,  Harriet  £.  Robert  L 

Schroeder,  Rosanna.  Henry 

Story,  Abigail JThomas  W. . . 

Sawyer,  Mary  H. . . .  George  F . . .  - 

Small,  Ann ,  William 

Smith,  Jane  £.,(  col.)  John 

Sheffield,  Margaret.  William  Q.  .. 
Sarrid,  Esp'nzo  Pon  Joseph 


Waters 

Stephen  D... 

WUliam 

John  Vaughn. 


Smith,  Hannah  C 
Stivers,  Ann  Maria.. 

Stevens,  Ann 

Smith,  VirKinia  D.. 
Shubrick,  Julia  S. .. !lrvine. 

Stevens,  Mary | Joseph 

Shubrick,  Esther  M .  ■  Edward  R . . . 

Sardo,  Eliza  Ann . . .  Joseph 

Slattings,  Elizabeth .  'Joseph 

Sproston,  Jaae George  S 

Smith,  Sarah lliomas 

Sevier,  Elizabeth  A.  Alexander  G. 

Steel,  Rachel jPeter 

Stinger,  Rebecca  S .  John 


Commence- 
ment of 
pension. 


Smith,  Delilah Loman 

Saunders,  Harriet  H  James 

Sherburne,  Loui8a...'Jonathan  W.. 
8chenck,Jann'tteA.  Woodhull  8.. 

Thompson,  Anne . . .  Charles 

Tookey,  Eliza lEdward 

Trenchard,  Eliz'h  ..'Edward 

Thomas,  Marg'ttaM. Richard 

Theobold,  Jane Oeorge 

Trusty,  Jane Samuel 

Tyrrell,  Ann lEbenezer.^.. 

Twiggs,  Martha  D..  Levi ........ 

Tewksbnry,  Eliz^h . . ' James  ^ 

Tatcm,  Mary  Ann . . '  Robert  8 

Turner,  Cathar'neB.  Dauiel 

Thomas,  Mary  P...  Ezeklel  C... 

Tingey,  Anne  £ Thomas 

Tilden,  Ann Tohn 

Thompson,  E.  C.  B.  Charles  C.  B. 
Tnpper,  Emily  C. ..  Charles  C... . 

Theall,  Caroline  £..  Holstead 

Temple,  Lucy  R....' William  T... 
ThompHou,  Mary  B.  Wm.  James... 

Ulrick,  Hannah George 

Vanderford,  Eliz'h. .  Benjamin 

Voorheos,  Harriet .  .Ralph 

Van  Patten,  Rachel.  Cornelius... . 
Van  Horn,  Lydla.  ..[Jesse.. ••...• 


Lientenant Nov.   4, 

Parser Mar.   5, 

First  Lient.  marines  Sept.  1, 

Marine Aug.  10, 

Lieutenant Nov.    2, 

do.... [Sept.  1, 

Captam do. 

Orderly  sergeant . . .  Aug.    J , 

Carpenter Mar.  17, 

Sailmaker*!  mate  ..  Sept.  3, 

Seaman April  5, 

Parser June  24, 

Seaman Oct.  16, 

....do June  25, 

Carpenter Feb.  18, 

Officers'  steward...  Mar.  20, 

Surgeon Sept.  19, 

Landsman Sept.  1, 

Sailing-master do. 

Surgeon Aug.  25, 

Commander April  5, 

Sailing-master Sept.  1 , 

Captain Mar.  12, 

Musician Sept.  1 , 

Lieutenant do. 

Surgeon Jan.  21, 

Ordinary  seaman . . .  Sept.  3, 

Captain  marines Sept.  1, 

Sergeant  marines do. 

Landsman July  15, 

Carpenter May  31, 

Lieutenant Sept.   1 , 

....do  ....  .......  May    9, 

.Seaman July    1, 

Sergeant  marines. . .  Sept.  1 , 

Captain Sept.  1, 

jCarpenter Dec.  20, 

jOrd'y  serg't  marines  June  18, 

jShip'scook Sept.  1, 

I  Boatswain's  mate.. .  Dec.   8, 

Major  marines Sept.  13, 

Master Aug.  31, 

I . . . . Qo  ..*•*•  .....  «i an.    «), 

ICaptain Feb.    4, 

Ordinary  seaman. ..  May  21, 

Captam Sept.  1, 

jSeaman do. 

'Captain July    1, 

ICaptain  marines .  . .  Sept.  1, 
|Ord'y  serg't  marines  Feb.  11, 

Lieutenant Sept,  1 , 

Marine Oct.  11, 

"Sailing-master Sept.  1 , 

Pilot Jan.    1, 

Commander  ..i July  27, 

Ordinary  seaman... U.ug.  31, 
Marine •••.|Sept.  1, 


850 
851 
852 
846 
849 
852 


848 
849 
851 
844 
852 
846 
850 
851 
848 
850 
852 


Bate  per 
monUi. 


848 
849 
852 
849 
852 


852 

a'>2 
av2' 


849 
849 

a')2 

849 

848 
847 
C<52 
847 
^9 

8r,2 

851 

a52 

84? 
849 

a->oj 

853 

852 


a^>i 
a'>2 
av2 

847 

847} 

av2; 

847 
842 
852| 


Date  of  Id 
under  wladi 
allowed. 


ii 


$25  00  Aug 
20  00 
15  00 
350 
25  00 
25  00 
50  00 

8  00 
10  00 

7  50 
6  00 

20  00 
6  00 
6  00|.. 

10  00- 

9  00 .. 
35  00|.. 

4  00  .- 

20  ooL. 

30  00.. 

30  oo:.. 

20  oo'.. 
dO  00 
4  00 
25  00 

35  oo: 

5  ooi... 

20  00|..- 

8  00  ... 

4  0<1,... 
10  00;-. 
25  00... 
25  00  ... 
25  00  ... 

6  00  ..• 

C  50,... 

50  00  ... 

10  oo!... 

8  00  ... 

9  oo: 

9  50 
25  00,.... 
20  00.... 
20  (mV... 

50  ooL.. 

5  00... 
50  00  ... 

6  001... 
50  00  -. 
20  oo].-. 

8  00... 
25  00  ... 

3  50  ... 
20  00--- 
20  00... 
30  00'..- 

5  oo:... 

3  50i... 


'I 


l],18tt 
.do....« 
.do..... 
.do..... 

•00.  ..*• 

.do...*, 
.do..... 
.do..... 

.QO.  ..•■ 

.do....< 
.do....« 
.do..... 
.do.>..« 

.00. .... 
.uO. .... 
.00.  .•■• 

.do..... 
.do 

.do 

.do.."* 
.do...» 

.do 

.do 

.do...** 
.do...** 
.do.  •..• 
.do....* 

.do 

.do 

.do 

,  .do.*.** 

,  .do 

.do...** 
,  .do..*** 

.do 

.  .do.  .*•* 

,  .uO.  ••«* 

.do 

.do 

,  .do 

,  .do..*** 

,  .do 

,  .do 

.  .do.*.** 
,  .do..*** 
,  .do...** 
.  .no 

,  .do...** 

..do 

.  .do... •• 

.  .do 

..do 

.  .do 

.  -do 

..do 

..do 

.  .do 

..do 
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LIST— Continued. 


Names  of  widows. 


yanZandt,Gilbt.  L. 
Yestlerj,  Mftrg'ret  8. 

Warren,  Martha ... 
Wares,  Charlotte... 
Watson,  Maiy  A. . . . 
Williams,  Caroline.. 
Wyman,  Nancy.... 
Woodward,  Mary. .. 
Williams,  Elizabeth. 

Ward,  Ellen  C 

Wetmore,  Susan  M.. 
Woolsey,  Susan  C... 

Walace,  Sarah 

Waknsley,  Rebecca. 

Wigart,  Jane 

Whitten,  Dorathy. . . 
Wilson,  Catharine.. 
Webber,  Eliza'h  A.. 

Woolsey,  Ellen 

Wood,  Ann 

Willis,  Maria 

Whipple,  Mary  Ann 

Webb,  Julia 

Ward,  Harriett 

Webster,  Mary 

Walling,  Cathariue. 

Weed,  Julia 

Ward,  Ann  Maria... 
Walker,  Margaret  -. 
Wise,  Verlinda  A.. . 
Wardsworth,   Lou- 
isa J 

West,  Lucy 

Waters,  Maria 

Winn,  Rebecca  .... 
Waiuwright,  M.  M.. 

Walker,  Mary 

Webster,  Lucinda.. 
White,  Mary  Ann  . . 
West,  Margaret  Ann 
White,  Susannah .. . 

Worth,  Margaret  C. 
Whittle,  Sarah  Ann. 
White,  Hayden .... 

West,  Mary  C.  E.... 
Wade,  Constance  .. 
Wilkinson,  MaryS.. 
Yamall,  Ann  T 


Name  of  hus- 
band. 


Joseph  A. 
DaTid.... 


Nahnm 

Samuel 

Samuel  E. ... 

Edgar  M 

William 

Kirby  S 

William  F. .. 
Edward  C... 
William  C.  .. 
Melancthon. . 
Alexander ... 
John   (John 

Beald) 

Charles 

Elisha 

WiUiam 

Beiy.  W 

WiUiam  Q.  . . 

Michael 

Timothy  ..  .. 

Joseph 

John  M 

Joseph 

George 

Thomas 

ElyahJ 

WiUiam 

Richard 

John 

Alexanders.. 
Edw'd  Lloyd. 

WUliam 

Timothy..... 

Robert  D 

George  W.  .. 

John  W 

Samuel 

Jas.  or  Jas.J. 
John 


Algernons. 

John  S 

Henry 


JohnW. 
Charles . 
Stephen . 
Abner  H. 


Bank. 


3d  asst.  engineer . 
Boatswain 


April 
Not. 


Master 

SaUing-master. 

Lieut,  col.  marines. 

Marine 

Seaman 

Lieutenant 

Seaman 

Schoolmaster 

Commander ....... 

Captain 

Murfaie 


Captain  of  maintop 
Captain  of  hold... 

Gunner 

Seaman 

Purser's  steward . . 

Lieutenant 

Boatswain's  mate . . . 
Ordinary  seaman... 

Private 

Carpenter 

Gunner's  mate 

Ordinary  seaman. . . 

Seaman 

Quartm'r  of  marines 

Sailmaker 

Quarter  gunner .... 
Carpenter's  mate  . . 

Captain 

Lieut,  of  marines  . . 

Boatswain 

Purser 

Lieut,  of  marines  . . 
Miyor  of  marines. . . 
Sergeant  of  marines 

Carpenter 

Seaman 

...do 


Lieutenant 

Pass'd  assis't  surg'n. 
Seaman  ....  ...... 


Master 

Gunner 

Midshipman 

Carpenter's  mate 


Commence- 
ment of 
pension. 


June  10 
Sept.  1 
Jan.  1 
April  1, 
Sept.  12 
Nov.  5 
Aug.  17 
Feb.  22 
Aug.  8 
Sept.  1 
Jan.  14 

Feb.  19 
Mar.  17 
June  17 
June  13 
July  31 
Oct.  25 
June  13 
April  4 
Oct.  13 
June  16 
Jan.  1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  1 
Mar.  5 
May  24 
Feb.  15 
July  19 


April  5 
Mar.  30 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct.  6 
Aug.  29 
July  21 
Aug.  20 
Nov.  12 
Oct.  29 


Sept. 
April 
April  25 


Nov.  24 
Sept.  I 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  1 


849 

828 

848 
852 

as2 

850 
853 
850 
847 
850 
851 
852 
852 

848 
850 
849 
845 
150 
850 
848 
842 
846 
852 
851 
844 
842 
848 
849 
850 
850 

851 
851 
851 
852 
851 
851 
847 
848 
851 
834 

852 

850 
815 

852 
847 
847 
852 


Rate  per 
monUi. 


$10 
10 

20 
20 
30 

3 

6 
60 

6 
12 
30 
50 

3 


00 
00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
50 


Date  of  ael 
under  which 
aUowed. 


7  50 

7  50 

10  00 

6  00 

9  00 

25  00 

9  50 

5  00 

3  50 

10  00 

9  50 

5  00 

6  00 
30  00 
10  00 

7  50 
9  50 


Aug.  11, 1848 
1848,  and  pre- 
vious. 

•  •  •  «    tt  ttw  •  •  *  V  • 

•  ••■•«  U  V  ■  •  •  *  • 

Aug.  11, 1848 
....do 

*  •  •    »  U V  *  •  •  •  » 

Mar.   3,1853 
Aug.  11, 1848 

•  •  *  «   *  U  V  •  •  • 

s • • • • QO • «  « 

.... .do... 

« • • *  «  Ow  *  « • 

•  •  «   «     •  U  w  «    »  « 
■  •  •  •    •  U V  ■   *  • 

• « • a • Uv • • • 

do... 

..... QO ... 
..... QO ... 

....  .do... 

*  •  •  •  *  U V  ■  «  * 

*  •  •  *    •  CI  V  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  civ  •  «  * 

•••. .do..* 

*  ■  *  •    •  U  V  •    •  fli 

.... .do... 

do... 

do... 

..... do ... 
..... do ... 


60  00 do... 

15  00 do... 

10  00 do... 

20  00 do... 

30  00 do... 

25  00 do... 

6  50 do... 

10  00 do... 

6  00 ....  .do... 

6  00  1834, 1845,  & 
1848. 
25  OOAug.  11,  1848 
22  50' do...... 

6  OO!  1848  and  pre- 

I      vious. 
20  00' Aug.  11, 1848 

10  OOj do 

12  50 do 


9  50 


> . . . QO . ■ . . ■ 


In  the  aggregate,  4^1  widows  drawing  pensions  to  the  amount  of  $7,336  50  per  month,  or 
$87,918  per  annum. 

L.  P.  WALDO,  Commissioner. 
Pension  Offick,  Odoher  10, 1863. 
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List  of  the  orphan  children  of  officers^  seamen^  and  marinet^  who  are  now 
drawing  pensions  under  the  act  of  August  11,  1848,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
renewing  certain  naval  pcnsionsy  and  extending  the  hentjits  of  the  existing 
laws  respecting  naval  pensions  to  engineers^  firemen^  and  coal-heavers  in 
the  navy,  and  to  tieir  widowsJ^^ 


NamoB  of  children. 


Anderson,  Ann  E 

Bacon,  Fre.terick  A 

Bell,  Fanny  Sophia 

Bell,  Margaret  £ 

Bell,  Gilbert 

Clark,  Sarah  J 

Cunningham,  Bridget 

Cunningham,  James 

Coulter,  Joseph  H 

Coulter,  Alexander  M 

Coulter,  Mary  Ann 

Cushley,  Mary  Ann 

Cushley,  Thomas 

Cushley,  James  Roberts . .. 

Dale,  William  H 

Dale,  John  P 

Dewey,  Thomas  £ 

Dewey,  Georgianna 

Dewey,  Charles  B 

Downey,  Paul 

Downey,  Peter 

Downey,  Cecilia 

Downey,  Margaret 

Downey,  Francis  Henry 

Downey,  Catharine 

Denham,  Thomas  S 

Denham,  JohnE 

Dennison,  Mary  Ellen 

DennisoD,  Elmooia  Virginia. 

Deignan,  Mary  Ann 

Deignan,  Ellen 

Foster,  Elenor  Francis 

Flynn,  Mary  C 

Gist,  St.  Paul 

Gist,  Maru^ 

Glentworth,  Caroline  £.... 

Harris,  William  Sneed 

Harris,  Sarah  Ann 

Jackson,  Andrew  St.  G.  T.. 

Jackson,  James 

Jones,  £meline 

Johnson,  Hebe  G 

Johnson,  Elizabeth  J 

Lewis,  George  A 

Lewis,  Sarah  F 

Lynde,  Wilh  elmina  B 

If  cComick,  John 

Mix,  Julia  Bella. 

Mix,  Rose  Edward 

Mix,  Thomas  Marvin 

Halone,  Michael 

McLaughlin,  SaWadera .... 
McLaughlin,  Margaret  B... 


Name  of  father. 


Seaman 

Acting  lieutenant 

Gunner. 

Carpenter's  mate 
Ordinary  seaman 

Surgeon. 

Sergeant  marines 

Lieutenant 

Gunner 

Musician 


O.  serg't  marines 
Sergeant  marines 
Marine 


Passed  midship'n 
Armorer's  mate 


Lieutenant. ..,.. 

Surgeon 

Commander.... 

Purser 

Ordinary  seaman 
Marine 

Lieutenant 

Gunner's  mate.. 

Lieutenant 

Commod's  stew'd 

Lieutenant. ... 

Marine 

Lieutenant.  ... 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Nov.  5,  1847 

July  1, 1B51 

Oct.  7, 1846 

July  22, 1852 

Sept.  15, 1852 

Sept.  1, 1842 

Jan.  4, 1852 

Feb.  16, 1849 

Feb.  15, 1852 


Oct.  22, 1851 

Aug.  31, 1842 

April  26,1847 

May  2, 1849 

Sept.  16,  1849 

Biay  15, 1850 


Oct. 
Feb. 
May 

May 

Aug. 
Sept. 

Oct. 


29,1852 

27,1852 

15,1848 

23,  1843 
31,  1842 
16,  1849 

31,1850 


Aug.  28, 1848 

Feb.  4, 1850 

Jan.  1, 1852 

Aug.  5, 1852 

July  31, 1851 

Oct.  7, 1852 


Rate  per 
month. 


$6  00 
25  00 

10  00 

990 
500 

25  00 

600 
25.00 
10  00 


4  00 


800 
660 

350 

12  50 
750 

25  00 

30  00 

30  00 

20  00 
500 
350 

25  00 

950 

25  00 
900 

25  00 

350 
25  00 
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LIST— Contmued. 


Names  of  children. 


Mack,  Marflfaret 

Orerman,  Sarah  Ann 

OrennaD,  Charles  Carroll.. 

Orerman,  Isabella 

Orennair,  John  Oliver 

Powell,  William  D 

Powell,  St4?phen  C 

Park,  Simpflon 

Park,  Isabella 

Pinkney,  Emily  M 

Bnpert,  Joseph 

Stephenson,  Alonzo  W 

Stephenson,  Ralph  C 

Swan,  William  Macon 

Swan,  Julia  Ann  T 

Springer,  Eugenia 

Snowman,  Ellen 

Upsher,  Mary  Joliett 

Upsher,  Abel  P 

Wurts,  William  A 

Wurts,  Matilda 

Wolfley,  William  J 

Wolfley,  Lewis 


Name  of  father. 


Jeremiah. 


^John. 


! 


William  J. 
David  B... 


Henry 

David 

>  Alexander. 
\  WUUam  S. 


Charles.... 
Samuel.... 

\  Arthur  W. 
|wiliamA.. 
>  Lewis.... 


Bank. 


Gunner 

Carpenter.... 

Surgeon 

Sailmaker 

Commander.. 
Marine 

Qunner 

Lieutenant. .. 

Gunner's  mate 
Seaman 

Purser 

Lieutenant. .. 
Surgeon 


Commencement 
of  pension. 


Sept.  1, 1846 

Aug.  17, 1849 

March  25, 1851 

Jan.  13, 1853 

May  16, 1848 

Sept.  13, 1851 

Feb.  12, 1850 


June 

Oct. 
Nov. 

Sept. 
Dec. 


22, 1847 

25,1850 
1,1844 

2,1844 
23,1850 


July      21, 1844 


Rate  per 
month. 


10  00 
10  00 

27  00 

10  00 

30  00 
350 

10  00 

25  00 

9  50 
6  00 

20  00 

25  00 

300 


Seventy-six  orphans  drawing  pensions  to  the  amount  of  $616  per  month,  or  $7,392  per 
annum. 


PxHsioif  Offiox,  Oadhvr  10, 1853. 


L.  P.  WALDO, 
Cpvuntsmner  of  Petuioni. 
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